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PART    I. 


GENERAL   REPORT,    1892. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON     THE 


PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    OF   NOVA   SCOTIA, 


1891-2. 


To  His  Honor,  Malacht  Bowks  Daly,  Esq., 

Lieutenant'0over7ior  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

May  it  Please  Your  Honor, — 

I  beg,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  annual  report  on 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  year  ended  31st  Octo- 
ber, 1892. 

As  the  statistics  following  will  show  in  detail,  there  has  been 
improvement  in  nearly  every  item  of  the  customary  tabulation. 

The  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  sections,  even  although  new 
ones  were  formed,  indicates  a  tendency  to  the  consolidation  of  weak 
sections  into  larger  and  more  effective  ones.  In  some  portions  of  the 
province  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  true  interests  of  the  people,  for 
the  Government  to  adopt  special  measures  to  accelerate  this 
movement. 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  of  teachers  em- 
ployed increased  by  about  forty. 

The  pupils  increased  by  over  a  thousand. 

Their  attendance  was  not  only  more  regular  than  during  the 
previous  year,  but  more  regular  on  the  average  of  summer  and 
winter  terms,  than  during  any  previous  year. 

Ihe  grand  total  days'  attendance  at  school  shows  an  increase  of 
over  100,000  during  the  Summer,  and  over  200,000  during  the 
Winter. 


11  EDUCATION— SUPERINTENDENT^  REPORT. 


The  average  salaries  of  first-class  male  teachers  increased  by  aboat 
forty  dollars,  and  of  first-class  female  teachQjrs,  about  ten  dollars ; 
while  the  average  salaries  of  the  lower  classes  of  teachers,  male  and 
female,  as  a  general  rule,  decidedly  diminished.  This  appears  to 
indicate  a  growing  appreciation  on  the  part  of  our  people  for 
superior  teachers,  and  a  corresponding  diminution  of  esteem  for  the 
work  of  the  lower  grades. 

The  Government  increased  its  expenditure  by  over  $2500.  The 
people  directly,  through  the  county  and  sectional  assessments,  gave 
about  $19,000  more  than  during  the  previous  year,  the  increase 
being  specially  due  to  the  repair  and  ^erection  of  buildings,  which  are 
markedly  improving. 
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STATISTICAL   ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sections. 

Total  number  in  Province 1905 

"      1891    / 1908 


Decrease 


Winter.  Saminer.  Yeu: 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools. . . .   267  151  73 

1891  293  175  87 


Decrease 26  Decrease,  24  Decrease,  14 

2.— No.  of  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

Winter.  Bummer. 

Total  No.  Schools  in  operation   2158  2281 

1891 2120        2236 


If  ti  « 


Increase 38     Increase,      45 

Total  No.  Registered  Pupils 82965  87189 

1891 81304  85792 


Increase   1661    Increase,  1397 

Total  No.  of  different  pupils  during  year 102586 

1891 101724 


Increase 862 

Total  No.  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assistants 

employed   2196  2340 

1891     2158  2300 


Increase 38    Increase,     40 

3. — Proportion  of  Population  at  School,  &c. 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School 1  in  5.4  1  in  5.1 

"      1891....  1  in 5.4  1  in  5.1 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School  during  year 1  in  4.3 

1891 1  in  4.3 

No  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session 49493.6  52456.8 

"      1891  47874.7  50819.6 


Increase 1618.9  Increase       1637.2 
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Winter  Temi.  Sammer  Term. 

No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term 

average 47132.6  49922.5 

"      1891  46216.7  48891.1 

Increase 916.9  Increase,  1531.4 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on 
average  for  time  Schools  were  in 

session 59.6  60 

"      1891         58.8  59  2 

Increase .8  Increase,  .8 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on 

an  averape  for  full  term 56.8  57.2 

•*      1891         56.8  56.4 

Increase,  .8 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 5494836  5240241 

1891 5271436  5104241 

Increase 223400   Increase,  136000 

4. — Classification  of  Teachers. 

Winter  T«nu.  Suiumer  Term. 

Academic  Class  (Qrade  A) 47  46 

"       1891 46  46 

Increase 1 

First  Class  (Qrade  6)  Male  Teachers..         161  160 

"       1891         170  161 

Decrease 9  Decrease,  1 

First  Class  (Grade  B)  Female  Teachers.         147  167 

"      1891         154  144 

Decrease 7  Increase,  23 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers.         210  194 

"      1891         203  199 

Increase  ■. 7  Decrease,  5 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers      812  896 

"    1891       816  870 

Decrease 4  Increase,  26 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers ...       151  153 

''    1891       155  157 

Decrease 4  Decrease,  4 
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Winter  T«nn.       Bummer  Term. 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers ...  648  707 

"    1891..  596  70S 


•i 


« 


<i 


Increase . . 
Total  No.  Male  Teachers 


(C 


« 


1891 


Decrease 

Total  No.  Female  Teachers 


ii 


<t 


1891 


52  Increase, 

4 

567 
572 

550 
561 

5  Decrease, 

,  11 

1609 
1568 

177S 
1719 

Increase 


41  Increase,      54 


5. — Period  of  Service  op  Teachers. 

Winter  Term. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  sections. .         1112 

1891..         1094 


Summer  Term.. 

1394 
1326 


Increase 


18  Increase,      68 


No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  section 

1891 


775 
775 


No.  of  new  Teachers 


(f 


CI 


1891 


289 
271 


796 
751 

Increase,     45 

133 
203 


Increase 18  Increase,     70 

6. — Summary  of  Qovernment  Expenditure  on  Public  Schools. 

Winter  Tenn.  Summer  Term. 

Common  Schools $82,000.00  $85,498.85 

1891 82,000.00  85,487.58 


(I 


Increase 


11.27 


County  Academies $12976  18 

1891 14123  33 


Decrease 


1147  15 


Government  Expenditure  assignable  to  Counties $180475  03 

1891..     181610  91 


Decrease 


1135  88 


Inspection  of  School $13050  00 

"      1891 12800  00 


i< 


Increase 


250  00 
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Ezamioation  of  Teachers $995  15     . 

1891 861  84 

Increase 133  31 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  Pupils  ....    $758  65 

'•      1891 701  10 

Increase 57  45 

Salaries $3800  00 

1891 3000  00 

Increase 800  00 

Travellincf  Expenses  Superintendent $400  00 

1891 400  00 


Office  Expenses $1265  59 

1891 1528  27 

Decrease 262.68 

Government  Expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties  . .  $20269  29 

1891  19291  2J 

Increase   978  08 

Total  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools  $200744  32 

1891  200902  12 

Decrease 157  80 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb $3090  00 

"       1891 1620  00 

Increase 1470  00 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind $1575  00 

1891 1387  50 

Increase   187  50 

Manual  Training  School $750  00 

^  "  1891  

Increase 750  00 

Normal  and  Model  Schools $6995  00 

1891 6950  00 

Increase   45  00 
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School  of- Agriculture • S1669  76 

1891 1682  84 


(C  {< 


Decrease 113  08 

Government  NightSchooIs $1705  65 

1891 1362  55 


Increase 343  10 

Total  Government  Expenditure  for  Education $216429  73 

1891 213905  01 


Increase 2524  72 

7. — Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Education. 

Gov't.  Expend,  for  Public  Schools $200744  32 

"       Inst,  for  Deaf  and  Dumb. .         3090  00 

••       Halifax  School  for  the  Blind         1575  00 

Manual  Training  School ...  750  00 

"       Normal  and  Model  Schools        6995  00 

School  of  Agriculture 1569  76 

"      Gov't.  Night  Schools 1705  65 

$216429  73 

Local  Expenditure— County   Fund $120127  75 

Ass 'mnt  on  Sections  for  support  of  Schools     313229  32 

"       Buildings  and  Repairs...       96788  05 

530145  12 

Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Education 746574  85 

1891 725284  03 


CI 

<c 


Increase $  21290  82 
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SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

These  will  be  fonnd  in  detail  in  Tables  I-VI,  but  for  convenient 
reference  a  summary  and  comparative  view  of  those  of  chief  import- 
ance have  been  presented  in  the  foregoing  abstract 

Sections  without  Schools. — Only  seventy-three  sections,  embracing 
a  few  new  ones  in  which  school  organization  had  not  been  fully 
perfected  at  the  end  of  the  year,  are  reported  as  having  had  na 
schools  in  operation  during  either  of  the  terms.  This  gratifying 
result  is  largely  due  to  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  Inspectors  ta 
extend  the  ^benefits  of  our  school  system  to  the  remote  and  thinly 
populated  parts  of  their  respective  districts.  The  sections  without 
schools  are  thus  distributed  among  the  various  counties  : — 

Annapolis 5 

Antigonish , 1 

Cape  Breton 12 

Colchester 3 

Cumberland 6 

Digby 2 

Guysboro 3 

Halifax 6 

Hants 3 

Inverness 6 

Kings 2 

Lunenburg     3 

Pictou 2 

Queens  3 

Richmond : 4 

Shelburne 3 

Victoria 6 

Yarmouth 3 

Number  oj  Schools  and  Teachers. — In  the  winter  term  2196 
teachers  were  employed  and  2158  schools  were  in  operation,  increases 
over  the  preceding  year  of  38  in  both  cases.  In  the  summer  term 
there  were  2281  schools,  employing  2340  teachers,  an  increase  of  45 
schools  and  of  40  teachers  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
term  of  1 890-9  L 
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IX 


Attendance, — The  following  is   a  statement  of   the   registered 
attendance  of  pupils  from  1866  to  1892  inclusive  : — 

No.  of  Pupils  No.  of  Pupilf  No.  diffareot 

TiABS.                                        rndttterealn  reglflterea  in  Pupils  regifterwl 

winter.  miromer.  during  tne  ysiur. 

1866 45131  56017  71059 

1867 61818  70075  ,  83048 

1868 65983  72141  88707 

1 869 72756  75523  93732 

1870 74321  76237  94496 

1871 74759  77235  92858 

1872 70780  76496  91637 

1873 ... : 70320  78266  93759 

1874 72645  79910  93510 

1875 76349  81878  94029 

1876 77593  82034  94162 

1877 80788  83941  100710 

1878 81523  84169  101538 

1879 81640  84356  99094 

1880 73978  78808  93700 

1881 77468  80189  98148 

1882 76888  81196  95912 

1883 79091  81863  98307 

1884 80041  84266  101069 

1885 81472  86578  103288 

1886 84570  86858  105410 

1887  84217  86731  105137 

1888 82486  86582  105231 

1889 82371  86488  103688 

1 890 82794  88170  103597 

1891 81304  85792  101724 

1892 82965  87189  102586 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registration  of  the  past  two 
years  by  counties : 

1891.  1892. 

Annapolis 4729  4601 

Antigonish S756  3740 

Cape  Breton 7147  7207 

Colchester 6514  6426 

Cumberland 8310  8888 

Digby 4748  4834 

Gu vsboio   3854  4047 

Halifax  Co 6754  6692 

City 7299  7550 

Hants 5477  5371 

Inverness 6371  6496 

Kings 5346  5345 

Lunenburg 7164  7472 

Pictou 7425  7500 

Queens 2265  2193 

Richmond 2872  3086 

Shelburne , 3618  3680 

Victoria 2918  2857 

Yarmouth 5157  5101 
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The  Provincial  average  of  attendance  (I  in  4.3)  was  exceeded  in 
the  following  Counties  : — Inverness  and  Shelburne,  1  in  4. ;  Cum- 
berland, Digby,  Hants  and  Lunenburg,  1  in  4.1 ;  Annapolis, 
Colchester,  Guysboro  and  Kings,  1  in  4.2  ;  Antigonish,  Victoria  and 
Yarmouth  make  the  Provincial  average,  1  in  4.3.  The  following  fall 
below  the  general  average  :  Pictou,  Queens  and  Richmond,  1  in  4.6  ; 
Cape  Breton,  1  in  4.7 ;  Halifax  County,  1  in  4.9  ;  Halifax  City,  1  in 
5.1. 

RegvXainty  of  Attendance. — The  following  table  shows  the 
percentage  of  registered  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  during 
the  pericKl  the  several  schools  were  open  for  the  respective  terms  of 
the  past  ten  years  : 


1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1><90 

1891 

1892 

When  reduced  to  the  basis  of  the  full  number  of  teaching  days  in 
the  respective  terms,  the  percentages  stand  as  follows  : 


1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

18S9 

1890 

1891 

1892 

These  percentages  measure  both  the  regularity  of  attendance  and 
the  length  of  time  during  which  the  schools  were  in  operation. 


winter. 

Sumine 

56.9 

56.5 

57.8 

57.2 

57.6 

58. 

59.7 

59.6 

57.9 

69.2 

57.6 

57.6 

60.4 

58.1 

58.3 

57.7 

58,8 

69.2 

59.6 

60. 

Winter  Term. 

Summer  Term 

53.7 

52.7 

54.8 

53.6 

54.7 

54.8 

57.1 

67.1 

56.7 

56.8 

55.3 

55.4 

57.9 

55.9 

56.2 

54.5 

56.8 

66.4 

66.8 

67.2 
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PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX,  AND  SALARIES  OF 

TEACHERS. 

During  the  winter  term  1112  teachers  continued  to  teach  in  the 
same  section  in  which  they  taught  the  preceding  term  ;  775  renlJoved 
to  other  sections ;  289  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  first  time.  During 
the  summer  term  the  corresponding  figures  were  1394,  796,  and  133. 

Of  the  203  male  teachers  of  the  academic  and  first  classes  (grades 
A  and  B)  in  charge  of  schools  during  the  summer  term,  92  have  been 
in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years ;  17  for  upwards  of  five  years, 
and  37  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  203  male 
teachers  of  the  higher  grades  (A  and  B)  146  have  been  in  service  for 
upwards  of  three  years. 

Of  the  1,066  female  teachers  of  the  first  and  second  classes  (grades 
B  and  C)  employed  during  the  summer  term,  297  haVe  been  in  ser- 
vice upwards  of  seven  years ;  173  for  upwards  oifive  years,  and  226 
for  upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  1,066  teachers  of 
these  grades,  696  have  been  in  service  for  more  than  three  years. 

In  regard  to  sex,  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  (an  average 
between  the  two  terms  being  taken)  are  classed  as  follows: — Male, 
558 ;  Female,  1,691.  As  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the 
number  of  male  teachers  has  decreased  by  8,  and  that  of  female 
teachers  increased  by  48. 

The  average  salary  throughout  the  Province  for  male  teachers  of 
the  first  class  was  $488.95.  as  compared  with  S448^9  in  1890-91. 
The  highest  averages  paid  such  teachers  were  in  Halifax  City, 
$917.86;  Colchester,  $670.21;  Pictou,  $655.08.  The  average  of 
salaries  was  above  the  general  average  in  the  following  other 
counties: — Cumberland  $582.88;  Yarmouth,  $540.81;  Halifax  Co. 
$539.83 ;  Guysboro,  $522.08 

The  Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  first  class  was 
$295.77  as  compared  with  $286.03  of  the  previous  year.  The  three 
highest  averages  were  in  Halifax  City,  $470 ;  Cape  Breton,  $388.44  ; 
Yarmouth,  $318.68.  The  general  average  was  exceeded  in  Kings, 
$314.08 ;  Pictou  and  Halifax  Co.,  $312.58 ;  Colchester,  $305.88. 

The  general  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  second  class  was 
$255.45,  as  compared  with  $260. 57  in  1891.  The  three  highest 
averages  were  Digby,  $359.06;  Shelbume,  $296.79;  Yarmouth, 
$296.06. 

The  Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  second  class 
was  $224.24,  as  compared  with  $223.06  in  1891.     The  three  highest 
*  averages  were:— Halifax  City,  $362.00;  Yarmouth,  $257.97 ;  Halifax 
Co..  $252.06. 
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The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  third  class  was- 
S180.05,  as  compared  with  $185.93  in  1891.  The  three  highest 
averages  were : — Cumberland,  $316.04;  Yarmouth,  $256.04 ;  Digby,. 
$237.70. 

The  Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  third  class  wa» 
$158.43,  as  compared  with  $163.56  in  1891.  The  three  highest 
averages  were :— Halifax  Citv,  $300.00;  Yarmouth,  $173.66; 
Queens,  $168.54. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

Table  X  containvS  in  detail  the  statistics  of  the  last  annual  exami- 
nation for  teachers*  licenses.     The  following  is  a  summary : — 

In  1892  the  total  number  of  candidates  examined,  1431 ;  in  1891  „ 
1334;  increase,  97. 

Number  of  candidates  examined  for   Academic  Licenses   in  1892, 
22  ;  in  1891, 11 ;  increase,  11. 

Number  examined  for  First  Class  License  (Grade  B,)  1892,  196  ; 

in  1891,  165;  increase,  31.     Licenses  issued   in  1892,  56;   in    1891, 

46 ;  increase,  10.     Divided  between  the  sexes  the  results  stand  as 

follows:     Total  number  of  male  candidates,  1892,  104;  in  1891,  87  ; 

increase,  17.     Number  of  licenses   issued  to  male   candidates,  1892, 

30;   1891,  20;  increase,  10.     Total  number  of   female   candidates, 

1892,   92;    1891,78;   increase,  14.     Number   of  licenses   issued  to 

female  candidates,  1892,  26  ;  1891,  26. 

* 
Total  number  of  candidates  examined  for  Second  Class  (Grade  C,) 

1892.742;   in  1891,703;    increase,  39.     ToUl   number   of  licenses 

issued  to  Second  Class  candidates,  1892,  238  ;  in  1891.  225  ;  increase, 

13.     Sub-divided  in  relation  to  sex  these  items  stand  :     Number  of 

male  candidates    1892,152;   1891,  175;  decrease,  23.     Number  of 

licenses  issued  to  male  candidates  1892,  48  ;  1891,  70;   decrease,  22. 

Total  number  of  female   candidates  1892,  590;   1891,  528;  increase, 

62.     Number  of   licenses   issued  to   female   candidates   1892,  190; 

1891,  155  ;  increase,  35. 

Total  number  of  candidates  for   Third  Class  (Grade  D)  licenses, 

1892,  471 ;  1891,  455 ;  increase.  16.  Total  number  of  licenses  issued 
to  Third  Class  candidates,  X892,  121  ;  1891,  103 ;  increase,  18. 
Analyzed  in  relation  to  seX;  these  itemn  stand  :  number  of  male  can- 
didates, 1892,  96 ;  1891, 102  ;  decrease,  6.  Number  of  licenses  issued 
to  male  candidates,  1892,  19  ;  1891,  23;  decrease,  4.  Total  number 
of  female  candidates,  1892,  375;  1891,  353;  increase  22.  Number 
of  licenses  issued  to  female  candidates,  1892,  102;  1891,80;  in- 
crease, 22. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  applicants  for  licenses,  420  received  the 
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<;lass  applied  for,  in  comparison  with  379  in  1891,  an  increase  of  41. 
831  received  licenses  of  some  grade  as  compared  with  698  in  1891,  a 
increase  of  133,  while  600  failed  to  obtain  licenses  of  any  kind,  in 
comparison  with  636  in  1891.  Of  the  ca'hdidates  obtaining  license, 
180  simply  maintained  the  grade  previously  held,  a  comparative  in- 
crease of  44,  while  29  sank  to  a  lower  class.  The  number  of  candi- 
dates holding  license  prior  to  the  examination  and  succeeding  in 
obtaining  an  advance  of  grade  was  175,  as  compared  with  150  in 
1891,  an  increase  of  25.  The  number  obtaining  for  the  first  time 
licenses  of  some  class  was  447,  as  compared  with  392,  an  increase  of 
55. 

The  examinations  are  uniform  for  each  class  of  license  respectively, 
and  are  conducted  by  printed  questions  and  written  answers.  The 
written  papers  are  valued  (in  parts  of  100)  by  the  Provincial  Exam- 
iners, who  have  no  means  of  knowing  either  the  personality  or  the 
residence  of  the  candidate.  Licenses  valid  throughout  the  Province 
are  issued  under  the  seal  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  all 
successful  candidates.  For  the  due  protection  of  the  interests  both 
of  the  Province  and  of  candidates,  awards  are  in  all  cases  made  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  published  Standards  of  Examination.  All 
possible  pains  are  taken  that  the  questions  of  a  given  year,  while 
avoiding  repetition,  shall  not  differ  too  sharply  in  point  of  difficulty 
from  those  of  the  preceding  examination,  proper  allowance  of  course 
being  made  for  the  general  progress  of  education  in  the  country. 
The  following:  table,  showing  the  percentdgea  of  successful  applicants 
in  each  of  the  three  lower  classes  during  the  past  twelve  years,  will 
be  of  interest.  It  may  be  observed  that,  as  a  rule,  whenever  the 
number  of  applicants  for  any  grade  has  been  exceptionally  large,  the 
j)ercentage  for  that  year  shows  a  more  or  less  marked  decline. 

First  Class,        Seoond  Class,        Third  Class, 
Grade  B.  Grade  C.  Grade  D. 

Percentage  of  applicanU  who  received  the  License  applied  for. 

Male.      Female.       Male.     Female.        Male.      Female. 

1881 41  57f  44  45  41  39 

1882 49  45  38  36  25  40 

1883 45  59  36  35  29  45 

1884 49  53  32  41  36  50 

1885 43  58  43  41  34  35 

1886 45  41  40  40  30  23 

1887 33  26  40  33  27  21 

1888 55  51  34  33  31  34 

1889 23  28  27  26  32  34 

1890 52  56  33  31  37  35 

1891 23  33  40  29  22  22 

•  1892 29  28  31  32  20  27 
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STUDIES   OF  PUPILS. 

Table  YI  contains  a  statement  of  the  number  of  pupils  receiving 
instruction  in  the  various  branches,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools  and  that  for  High  Schools 
respectively.  The  following  summary  is  given  to  promote  conven- 
ience, but  the  details  as  furnished  in  (be  table  will  repay  investiga- 
tion. 

Common  School  Course— (Eight  Grades.) 

Winter  Term.       Bumiuer  Temu 

Total  Registration 82,965  87,189 

Oral  Lessons  on  Health 47,995  51,701 

Temperance 46,244  49,523 

"       Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties  42,705  47,116 

Nature    (familiar    objects, 

phenomena  and  laws).. .  53,262  57,572 

Singing  (theory) 13,832  13,338 

(by  rote) 29,163  27,504 

Reading,             Grades     I- VIII 78,054  80,213 

Spelling,                 "        II- VIII 67,340  62,446 

Language.               "          I-VI 54,497  60.028 

Grammar,               "     VII  and  VIII 17,152  13,850 

Composition,           »*       "                 "   11,803  10,219 

Geography,             "      III- VIII 48.911  46.172 

History,                  "        V-VIII 29,039  26,322 

Arithmetic,             "         I-VIII 75,770  78,622 

Algebra,             Grade  VIII 5,476  4,657 

Geometry,              "         "      2,862  2,730 

Writing,             Grades     I-VIII 74,682  76,564 

Drawing,                 ^•         I-VIII 38,634  43,508 

Book-keeping,  Grade  VIII 4,323  2,693 

Latin,                      "        "....« 201  168 
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High  School  Course. — (3  Years.) 
(Attendance  in  the  County  Academies  is  included,) 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

English  Language 3414  2724 

English  Literature 1071  652 

Geography 3325  2998 

History 3337  3139 

Arithmetic 3390  3194 

Geometry 3183  3061 

Algebra 3312  3059 

Practical  Mathematics 342  377 

Drawing 1165  1401 

Book-keeping 2428  2004 

Physics 800  520 

Botany 632  1678 

Chemistry  (Inorganic) 727  518 

Chemistry  (Agricultural)   187  170 

Physiology 341  342 

Geology 21  37 

Latin 1386  1323 

Greek 269  219 

French 643  725 

German 68  32 


EXPENDITURE  :— (See  Tables  XIII.,  XIV.,  XV.) 

The  total  Government  expenditure  for  Education  was  $216,329.73, 
as  compare«i  with  $213,905.01,  an  increase  of  $2524.72.  The  prin- 
cipal item  of  expenditure,  the  total  of  grants  to  teachers,  is  now 
fixed  by  law. 

The  following  are  the  aggregates  of  teachers'  grants  for  the 
past  fourteen  years : — 

1878 $150,455  97 

1879 151,655  38 

1880 143,493  92 

1881 148,173  50 

1882 149.058  22 

1883 149,761  50 

1884 153,694  00 

1885 160,513  55 

1886 167,184  97 

1887 172,067  28 

1888 : 167,504  81 

1889 167,500  00 

1890 167,500  00 

1891 167,487  58 

1892 167,498  85 
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A  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  grants  for  the 
winter  term  of  1891-92  was  published,  as  the  law  directs,  in  the 
Journal  of  Education  for  August  last.  A  similar  statement  for  the 
summer  term  is  awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of 
that  periodical  in  April. 

County. 

The  provisions  of  the  Uw  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of 
the  County  Fund  are  as  follows: — 

"  The  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  in  each  county,  except  as  herein- 
after provided  in  relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the 
sum  annually  voted  for  general  municipal  purposes,  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  Council,  a  sum  sufficient,  after  deducting  costs  of 
collecting  and  probable  loss,  to  yield  an  amount  equal  to  thirty 
cents  for  every  inhabitant  of  the  Municipality,  according  to  the  last 
census  preceding  the  issue  of  the  municipal  rate-roll;  and  the  sum 
so  added  shall  form  and  be  a  portion  of  the  municipal  rates.  One- 
half  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  be  paid  semi-annually  by  the 
Municipal  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education." 

"  Ono-half  of  the  amount  pro v Med  to  be  raised  annually,  as  afore- 
said, shall,  at  the  close  of  each  half  year,  be  apportioned  to  the 
Trustees  of  Schools  conducted  in  accordance  with  ttiis  chapter,  to  be 
■applied  to  the  payment  ot  teachers'  salaries ;  and  each  bchool  shall 
be  entitled  to  participate  therein  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half 
dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher  employed,  and  the  balance 
of  the  municipal  fund  shall  be  distributed  among  the  schools  accord- 
ing to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the  length  of 
time  in  operation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  being  in  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  any  one  half  year." 

The  gross  annual  amount  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  entire 
Province  is  now  $120,127.75.  Under  the  above  provisions,  as  modi- 
fied by  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  education  of  the  Blind  and  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  County  Fund  for  1891-92  was  appropriated  as 
follows  : 

Paid  to  trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  schools  were  in  operation  865,512  41 

Paid  to  trustees  in  respect  to  teachers  employed 50.647  84 

Paid  to  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 1,237  50 

Paid  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 2.730  00 

Sectional. 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $313,229.32,  a  decrease  of  $28,426.43.  The  sum 
levied  throughout  the  Province  for  buildino;  and  repair  of  school 
houses  was  $96,788.05,  an  increase  of  $45,366.12.  This  makes  a  net 
inciease  of  $16,939.69. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  changes  made  in  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  during  the 
year  necessitated  a  complete  revision  of  all  the  forms  and  much  of 
the  usual  routine  of  the  Department.  With  the  utmost  application 
the  details  involved  by  these  changes  can  hardly  be  matured  in 
time  for  the  successive  events  of  the  coming  year.  This  state  of 
affairs  combined  with  the  increase  of  correspondence  always  inci- 
dent on  extensive  changes,  prevented  me  from  visiting  officially  all 
of  the  County  Academies.  Only  those  whose  claims  to  their  aca- 
demic grants  required  close  investigation  were  thus  examined. 
Several  academies  and  other  schools  were  visited  incidentally  as 
matters  of  special  urgency  called  me  to  one  part  of  the  province  or 
■another.  My  impressions  thus  formed  were  in  accord  with  the 
inferences  naturally  d^ducibie  from  the  tables  of  statistics  here 
presented.  There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  high  schools  as 
well  as  in  the  common  schools. 

This  fact  appears  also  to  be  indicated  in  a  decisive  manner  by  the 
fine  buildings  which  the  people  are  spontaneously  .raising  in  the 
different  quarters  of  the  province  for  the  higher  educational  work 
as  well  as  for  the  lower. 

The  citizens  of  Digby  with  a  public  spirit  not  excelled  in  the 
■most  wealthy  communities  have  signalized  their  appreciation  of  the 
public  educational  system  by  the  erection  and  completion  of  a  costly 
and  ornamental  brick  structure  for  its  Common  Schools  and  the 
County  Academy.  The  citizens  of  Amherst  are  doinff  the  same, 
but  apparently  with  the  well  founded  intention  of  excelling  all  who 
have  gone  before  them.  And  the  prospects  are,  that  the  coming 
year  will  not  be  without  its  contribution  to  the  superior  class  of 
school  buildings  in  the  province. 

School  Inspection 

requires  a  word.  On  our  staff  of  inspectors  we  have  men  who 
are  worth  more  to  our  country  than  unobserving  people  can  easily 
understand.  These  men  combine  in  an  admirable  manner,  prompt- 
ness of  action,  firmness,  suavity,  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  educa- 
tional development  of  their  inspectorates.  Their  steady  and  well 
directed  energy  has  in  a  few  years  wrought  remarkable  changes 
in  the  general  habits  and  status  of  teachers  and  schools  in  their 
respective  districts.  That  this  is  partly  due  to  the  personality  of  the 
inspector  can  be  easily  seen  by  comparing  the  general  aspect  of 
the  profession  in  different  inspectorates  after  making  due  allowance 
for  the  local  constant,  and  by  observing  its  fluctuations  from  year  to 
year.  The  Provincial  examination  mill  grinds  out  the  various  classes 
of  teachers  with  a  sort  of  mechanical  uniformity.  But  the  uniformity 
is  by  no  means  uniform.  For  acclimatization  indifferent  inspector- 
ates tends  to  develop  different  points  of  character.  The  inspector  is 
a  bishop  in  his  district ;  and  the  right  man  has  a  bishop's  influence 
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A  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  grants  for  the 
winter  term  of  1891-92  was  published,  as  the  law  directs,  in  the 
J<mmal  of  Education  for  August  last.  A  similar  statement  for  the 
summer  term  is  awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of 
that  periodical  in  April. 

County. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of 
the  County  Fund  are  as  follows: — 

"  The  Ulerk  of  the  Municipality  in  each  county,  except  as  herein- 
after provided  in  relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the 
sum  annually  voted  for  general  municipal  purposes,  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  Council,  a  sum  sufficient,  after  deducting  costs  of 
collecting  and  probable  loss,  to  yield  an  amount  equal  to  thirty 
cents  for  every  inhabitant  of  the  Municipality,  according  to  the  last 
census  preceding  the  issue  of  the  municipal  rate-roll;  and  the  sum 
so  added  shall  form  and  be  a  portion  of  the  municipal  rates.  One- 
half  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  be  paid  semi-annually  by  the 
Municipal  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education." 

"  One-half  of  the  amount  provided  to  be  raised  annually,  as  afore- 
said, shall,  at  the  close  of  each  half  year,  be  apportioned  to  the 
Trustees  of  Schools  conducted  in  accordance  with  this  chapter,  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  ot  teachers'  salaries ;  and  each  school  shall 
be  entitled  to  participate  therein  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half 
dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher  employed,  and  the  balance 
of  the  municipal  fund  shall  be  distributed  among  the  schools  accord- 
ing to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the  length  of 
time  in  operation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  being  in  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  any  one  half  year." 

The  gross  annual  amount  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  entire 
Province  is  now  $120,127.75.  Under  the  above  provisions,  as  modi- 
fied by  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  education  of  the  Blind  and  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  County  Fund  for  1891-92  was  appropriated  as 
follows  : 

Paid  to  trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  schools  were  in  operation  $65,512  41 

Paid  to  trustees  in  respect  to  teachers  employed 50.647  84 

Paid  to  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 1.237  50 

Paid  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 2,730  00 

Sectional. 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $313,229.32,  a  decrease  of  $28,426.43.  The  sum 
levied  throughout  the  Province  for  building  and  repair  of  school 
houses  was  $96,788.05,  an  increase  of  $45,366.12.  This  makes  a  net 
increase  of  $16,939.69. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  changes  made  in  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  during  the 
year  necessitated  a  complete  revision  of  all  the  forms  and  much  of 
the  usual  routine  of  the  Department.  With  the  utmost  application 
the  details  involved  by  these  changes  can  hardly  be  matured  in 
time  for  the  successive  events  of  the  coming  year.  This  state  of 
affairs  combined  with  the  increase  of  correspondence  always  inci- 
dent on  extensive  changes,  prevented  me  from  visiting  officially  all 
of  the  County  Academies.  Only  those  whose  claims  to  their  aca- 
demic grants  required  close  investigation  were  thus  examined. 
Several  academies  and  other  schools  were  visited  incidentally  as 
matters  of  special  urgency  called  me  to  one  part  of  the  province  or 
another.  My  impressiond  thus  formed  were  in  accord  with  the 
inferences  naturally  d^ducible  from  the  tables  of  statistics  here 
presented.  There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  high  schools  as 
well  as  in  the  common  schools. 

This  fact  appears  also  to  be  indicated  in  a  decisive  manner  by  the 
fine  buildings  which  the  people  are  spontaneously  .raising  in  the 
different  quarters  of  the  province  for  the  higher  educational  work 
as  well  as  for  the  lower. 

The  citizens  of  Digby  with  a  public  spirit  not  excelled  in  the 
.most  wealthy  communities  have  signalized  their  appreciation  of  the 
public  educational  system  by  the  erection  and  completion  of  a  costly 
and  ornamental  brick  structure  for  its  Common  Schools  and  the 
County  Academy.  The  citizens  of  Amherst  are  doing  the  same, 
but  apparently  with  the  well  founded  intention  of  excelling  all  who 
have  gone  before  them.  And  the  prospects  are,  that  the  coming 
year  will  not  be  without  its  contribution  to  the  superior  class  of 
school  buildings  in  the  province. 

School  Inspection 

requires  a  word.  On  our  staff  of  inspectors  we  have  men  who 
are  worth  more  to  our  country  than  unobserving  people  can  easily 
understand.  These  men  combine  in  an  admirable  manner,  prompt- 
ness of  action,  firmness,  suavity,  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  educa- 
tional development  of  their  inspectorates.  Their  steady  and  well 
directed  energy  has  in  a  few  years  wrought  remarkable  changes 
in  the  general  habits  and  status  of  teachers  and  schools  in  their 
respective  districts.  That  this  is  partly  due  to  the  personality  of  the 
inspector  can  be  easily  seen  by  comparing  the  general  aspect  of 
the  profession  in  different  inspectorates  after  making  due  allowance 
for  the  local  constant,  and  by  observing  its  fluctuations  from  year  to 
year.  The  Provincial  examination  mill  grinds  out  the  various  classes 
of  teachers  with  a  sort  of  mechanical  uniformity.  But  the  uniformity 
is  by  no  means  uniform.  For  acclimatization  in  different  inspector- 
4tte8  tends  to  develop  different  points  of  character.  The  inspector  is 
a  bishop  in  his  district ;  and  the  right  man  has  a   bishop's  influence 
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over  teachers   and    ratepayers,   given   him    the   time  to    make  an 
acquaintance  with  his  diocese. 

Daring  the  year  the  work  of  inspectors  was  increased  in  some 
respects  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  instructing  many  people  in 
the  details  of  the  revised  order  of  things.  I  therefore  recom- 
mended a  single  annual  inspection  of  schools  known  to  be  running 
in  good  order,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time  for  the  more  frequent 
inspection  of  schools  and  localities  requiring  correction,  direction  or 
stimulus.  With  such  men  as  I  hope  our  staff  of  inspectors  will  al- 
ways continue  to  be,  this  method  will  be  much  more  useful  than 
the  imperative  two  inspections  of  every  school  each  year,  especially 
under  the  new  regulations.  As  the  statute  expressly  gave  the 
Superintendent  some  such  power  under  the  two  term  system,  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  seek  for  an  amendment  of  the  Act  adapted, 
more  especially  to  the  one  term  system. 

Summary  of  Changes. 

There  bre  special  reasons  why  my  report  should  be  as  brief  as 
possible  on  this  occasion.  I  make  no  attempt,  therefore,  to  re-.state 
the  reasons  for  the  changes  which  have  been  made.  Those  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  working  of  our  system  know  enough 
already.  Others,  by  referring  to  the  excellent  Annual  R<^ports  of 
my  predecessor,  will  find  the  justification  of  many  of  them  repeat- 
edly stated  in  the  most  convincing  manner,  in  the  case  of  some  of 
them  for  a  period  extending  over  the  last  ten  or  eleven  years. 
Signs  of  the  times  were  above  the  horizon  for  years.  The  only 
explanation  I  have  to  make  is  as  to  the  manner,  not  to  the  matter. 
It  appeared  to  me  most  desirable  to  minimize  the  period  of  recon- 
struction by  making  as  many  changes  as  were  specially  required 
simultaneously.  These  being  once  accomplished,  the  trimming  of 
the  system  will  not  interfere  with  its  free  development.  I  have 
gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  unexpected  courtesy  with  which  our 
people  have  to  date  received  the  intimation  of  these  changes,  the 
details  of  the  working  of  which  must  to  very  many  yet  appear 
obscure.  I  beg  simply  to  have  it  remembered,  that  the  coming  year 
will  test  what  has  been  done  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  result  will  be  fairly  success- 
ful. I  shall,  therefore,  merely  enumerate  the  leading  changes, 
while  I  hope  to  have  the  consolidated  Regulations  published  for 
complete  information  in  the  April  edition  of  the  Department's  official 
organ,  the  Journal  of  Education. 

1.  The  school  term,  one  year,  opening  in  August,  closing  in  July, 
with  a  summer  vacation  of  six  weeks  between  the  dates  of  closing 
and  opening. 

2.  The  engagement  of  teachers  for  a  period  less  than  one  year 
illegal,  except  by  express  authority  from  the  Inspector  under  spe- 
cial circumstances. 
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3.  The  opening  of  every  school  to  be  immediately  reported  to  the 
Inspector  on  the  pain  of  the  loss  of  grants  for  days  taught  before 
notification.  . 

4.  Annual  meeting  of  section  on  the  last  Monday  in  June  (except 
when  special  arrangements  are  made  for  sections  or  districts  by 
the  C.  P.  I). 

5.  Provincial  Qrants  payable  in  February  and  July ;  County 
Grants  payable  in  July. 

6.  Registers  modified  to  give  fuller  statistics. 

7.  Returns  in  full  to  be  made  only  annually. 

8.  The  High  School  course  of  study  and  the  syllabus  of  the 
'*  Teachers'  Examination"  unified. 

9.  Provincial   classification   and    certification    of  High   School 
scholarship, admitting  to  Universities,   Normal    Schools,   Teaching^ 
profession,  etc. 

10.  Candidates  for  Teachers'  licenses  having  all  the  other  quali- 
fications can  obtain  licenses  whenever  they  attain  the  age  limit. 

11.  Premium  on  Normal  School  training  equal  to  one  grade  in 
class  of  license. 

12.  Normal  School  devoted  to  professional  training  and  special 
teaching. 

13.  Temperance  teaching  made  compulsory  in  all  schools  ;  the 
text  books  for  pupils  prepared  and  prescribed ;  the  examination  of 
all  teachers  on  Hygiene  and  Temperance ;  the  exacting  of  more 
specific  certification  as  to  the  good  moral  character  of  candidates  for 
the  profession. 

14.  In  the  common  schools,  more  attention  directed  to  music, 
writing,  drawing,  and  the  practical  use  of  the  English  language. 
Memory  work,  as  in  Geography  and  History,  lessened.  Lessons  on 
Nature  made  strictly  observational — "  cram"  specially  prohibited.  In 
the  high  schools,  the  outlining  of  a  higher  or  post-graduate  high 
school  grade  for  institutions  wishing  to  do  such  work.  The  bifurcation 
of  this  portion  of  the  course  into  classical  and  scientific  sides  forming 
the  scholarship  basis  of  classical  and  scientific  academic  headmaster's 
licenses.  Further,  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  examination 
papers  for  this  grade,  from  about  thirtyy  which  for  the  last 
twenty-eight  years  included  both  classical  and  scientific  subjects,  to 
tweTity  on  either  a  classical  or  scientific  group.  Still  further,  candi- 
dates may  pass  on  these  twenty  papers  in  two  annual  stages.  For 
inataDce,  if  an  aggregate  of  1,000   be  made  on  ten  or  more  papers. 
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one  year,  the  candidate  will  be   required  to  pass   only  on  papers 
omitted  or  "  not  passed"  at  the  next  examination. 

By  thus  narrowinf^  the  scope  of  the  students'  work  to  fewer  sub- 
jects than  usual,  and  by  allowing  options  to  accommodate  the  natural 
bias  of  different  minds,  it  is  expected  in  the  long  run  to  produce 
higher  and  more  varied  species  of  scholarship,  without  so  much  risk 
of  undue  mental  application. 

The  Normal  School. 

The  province  has  already  vested  a  large  amount  of  money  in  a 
splendid  building,  which  is  shown  in  our  frontispiece.  It  is  our 
duty  from  every  point  of  view  to  make  that  investment  pay  as  well 
as  possible.  Under  the  past  regime  the  school  did  good  work,  as 
can  be  evidenced  by  the  higher  appreciation  of  the  people  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  for  Normal  School  trained  teachers.  The  teacher  with 
genius  is  of  course  born,  but  that  the  teacher  is  an  exception  to  the 
general  law  that  special  training  is  useful,  even  the  genuises  must 
admit.  Heretofore  our  Provincial  Normal  School  was  tremendously 
handicapped.  The  student  who  attended  it  received  no  more  con- 
sideration from  the  government  which  called  it  into  existence  than 
the  law  student  or  theologian  who  was  straining  every  nerve  solely 
to  reach  his  final  profession.  I  do  not  mean  that  these  students  were 
not  doing  what  was  right.  Many  of  them  did  excellent  ser- 
vice while  in  the  profession,  and  rightly  left  it  when  there  was 
a  stronger  call  for  them  in  another  sphere. 

Secondly,  the  government  subsidized  heavily  a  number  of  academ- 
ies to  do  very  nearly  similiar  work  unburdened  by  practical  training 
in  teaching  which  counted  for  nothing  in  obtaining  a  license.  And 
thirdly,  the  Academic  Course  preparing  directly  for  high  university 

Srizes,  tended  still  further  to  attract  the  abler  students  from  the 
Formal  School.  The  good  work  which  it  has  done  while  thus 
handicapped  demonstrates  an  ability  in  its  staff  of  instructors  of 
which  any  institution  may  be  proud. 

In  my  next  report  I  hope  to  be  able  to  say,  that  our  Provincial 
Normal  School  in  addition  to  more  fully  developing  the  training  in 
"  general  and  special  methodology,"  in  elocution,  music,  drawing  and 
calisthenics,  is  also  giving  a  superior  course  in  manual  training 
in  wood  work,  in  practical  physics  and  chemistry,  and  in  advanced 
practical  work  in  the  natural  sciences  bearing  on  agriculture  and 
other  industries.  Wood  work,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
teacher  a  mechanic,  but  for  the  purpose*  of  training  the  hand  to 
execute  with  precision  what  a  drawing  or  the  mind  marks  out. 
Not  to  enable  him  or  her  to  make  apparatus  for  the  school  room  or 
become  the  trustees'  carpenter.  Rather  to  enable  the  teacher  to 
understand  how  things  may  be  done,  to  suggest  possibilities,  to  have 
it  in  the  air  of  the  school  room  that  manual  labor  may  be  as  worthy 
a  way  of  utilizing  life  as  any  other  kind  of  labor  ;  that  science,  and 
art,  and  the  farm,  and  the  work- bench  are  as  noble  arenas  for  man's 
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energies  as  qnill-driving  or  money  changing.  In  other  words  it  is 
desirable  that  the  training  of  the  teacher  will  not  tend  to  draw  all 
the  clever  pnpils  in  the  one  direction  of  book-learning  and  the  so- 
called  professions  as  hitherto,  while  the  knowledge  of  thiriga  is  so 
all-important  and  the  industrial  vocations  so  necessary. 

Bat  more.  With  the  new  building  for  the  Provincial  School  of 
Agriculture  so  near  the  Normal  School,  and  so  luxuriously  fitted  up 
with  laboratory  accommodations  (see  Appendix  E.)  for  the  study  of 
Botany,  Entomology,  Zoology,  and  the  nigher  Chemical  Analysis, 
oor  teachers  will  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  practical  know- 
ledge  with  the  microscope,  the  scalpel  and  the  chemical  balance.  With 
8ac£  training  superadded  to  his  academic  education  the  teacher  will  b& 
able  to  go  into  a  country  section  with  at  least  a  rudimentary  know- 
ledge of  what  is  in  it,  as  well  as  of  what  is  in  books.  His  nose  will 
not  be  continually  uptilted  above  the  plane  of  the  horizon  with  th& 
eyes  of  his  imagination  looking  down  on  a  far  oft  Eldorado, 
while  he  sees  nothing  around  his  feet  except  a  desert  of  rubbish  and 
common  place.  The  upas  air  of  discontent  need  not  taint  the  nas- 
cent ideals  of  the  embryo  citizens  within  his  school  room.  For  weed 
and  blade  and  wild-flower  are  ever  revealing  new  lights  to  him. 
The  mossy  bank  and  the  lichened-draped  trees  teach  him  poetry  and 
science.  The  droning  beetle  and  the  plundering  bug  can  not  out 
manoeavre  him.  The  grayel  bank  preaches  sermons  for  him  of  an- 
tiquity, more  hoary  than  antiquity.  The  pebbles  by  the  brook  tell 
their  fairy  tales  of  travel  when  there  were  no  human  eyes  to  follow 
ihem,  of  the  times  when  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid  with 
ceremonials  grand  and  weird  but  spectatorless.  Under  such  a 
teacher  the  dreariest  woodland  or  the  rockiest  coast  would  be  glori- 
fied to  the  young,  who  would  thus  better  learn  to  live  in,  love  and 
die  for  sucb  a  country.  This  sentiment  has  also  a  practical  side. 
For  even  a  fair  elementary  knowledge  of  the  things  in  a  school  sec- 
tion would  make  the  teacher  a  local  seer,  who  could  throw  light  on 
much  of  the  ordinary  difficulties  of  the  industries  of  the  community. 
Such  a  training  will  enable  the  teacher  and  people  to  sympathise 
with  and  aid  each  other  more  than  is  otherwise  possible.  The  clever 
boys  will  not  be  crowded  on  by  the  sentiment  displayed  too  often 
by  the  former  teacher,  to  forsake  industrial  work  for  some  clerical 
profession.  For  industrial  work  will  be  seen  in  its  true  light  to  be 
compatible  with  the  most  perfect  physical  health,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fullest  pleasure  in  the  contemplation  of  the  science,  the 
poetry,  the  beauty,  the  love  and  the  light  in  the  infinite  realm  of 
oor  environment,  v^hile  it  also  contributes  directly  to  the  welfare  of 
every  element  of  our  common  countr3\  Can  we  not  expect  our 
Normal  School  to  develop  more  of  this  character  in  the  scholarly 
men  and  women  they  may  send  out  in  future ;  not  simply  scholars 
who  have  managed  to  think  over  again  what  others  have  thought, 
but  those  who  are  able  to  explore  a  new  world  and  understand  it. 
Seholars  also,  with  some  training  in  the  fine  arts,  who  with  pencil 
as  well  as  with  pen  can  interest  their  pupils,  picture  facts,  educate 
faney,  and  open  as  many  avenues  as  possible  for  useful  and  happy 
lives  to  the  youth  of  oor  country. 
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Educational  Conventions. 

During  the  year,  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  large  and  en- 
thusiastic convention  of  the  Teachers'  Association  of  Kings  and 
Hants,  at  Hantsport ;  and  another  of  Annapolis  and  Digby  at  Digby. 
In  Appendix  E,  I  publish  as  a  matter  of  record,  reports  of  these  con- 
ventions, as  they  appeared  in  the  Educational  Review. 

The  first  meeting  of  a  Dominion  Association  of  teachers  at  Mon- 
treal in  July  last,  is  a  very  important  incident  in  the  history  of  our 
educational  development.  Such  interprovincial  intercourse  will 
undoubtedly  be  useful  more  or  less  to  all  the  provinces ;  while  there 
are  looming  up  some  important  educational  problems  which  can  be 
solved  only  by  the  co-operation  of  provincial  and  perhaps  national 
educational  authorities.  A  report  of  this  convention,  also  taken 
from  the  Educational  Review,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  E. 

Educational  Exhibit. 

Dr.  Saunders,  the  Canadian  Commissioner  for  the  World*s  Colum- 
bian Exposition  at  Chicago,  so  forcibly  presented  the  reasons  for 
Nova  Scotia's  participation  in  this  world's  fair,  that  it  was  decided 
to  proceed,  although  the  general  reorganization  of  the  school  system 
during  the  year  would  make  the  task  specially  difficult.  An  appeal 
to  the  educational  constituency  of  the  province  was  made  through 
the  August  Journal  of  Education,  and  in  other  papers.  Later,  a 
circular  outlining  in  detail  a  method  of  procedure  and  inviting  all 
educational  institutions  to  indicate  their  existence  by  contributing 
a  representation  of  their  character  and  work,  was  issued  to  inspec- 
tors and  others  for  distribution.  The  result  of  this  effort  properly 
belongs  to  my  next  report.  The  exhibit  will  no  doubt  reflect  the 
educational  energy  of  the  different  schools,  inspectorates,  and  public 
institutions  of  the  province ;  and  the  official  catalogue  will  preserve 
the  record  for  comparisons  in  the  future  as  well  as  in  the  present. 
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To  make  this  Report  cover  as  far  as  desirable  the  whole  field  of 
education  throughout  the  Province,  I  have  appended  among  many 
other  papers  a  general  view  of  each  one  of  our  Degree  conferring 
institutions.  Although  the  Universities  receive  no  public  money, 
they  are  intimately  interested  in  and  connected  with  the  Public 
School  system.  Their  acknowledgment  of  the  Junior  Leaving 
"Pass  "of  the  High  Schools  constitutes  a  virtual,  though  partial, 
affiliation  of  the  two.  It  seemed  fitting,  then,  that  a  glimpse  of  this 
cope-stone  of  the  educational  structure  should  be  given  in  a  Pro- 
vincial Report. 

The  Appendices,  some  of  which  this  year  are  more  voluminous 
than  can  be  expected  hereafter,  are  classified  as  follows  : 
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A.  Normal  School. 

B.  Inspectors. 

C  Halifax  schools. 

D.  Schools  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind. 

K  Other  institutions  receiving  public  money  or  other  consider- 
ations from  the  Government,  namely:  — The  Provincial  School  of 
Agriculture,  The  Halifax  Medical  College,  The  Victoria  School  of 
Art  and  Design,  The  Summer  School  of  Science,  The  Kindergartens, 
Manual  Training,  and  The  Educational   Conventions  of  the  year. 

F.  Universities  and  decree  conferring  colleges  receiving  no 
public  money  from  the  Provincial  treasury. 


For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  our  educa- 
tional work,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  at  this  time  and  place  to 
conclude  with  a  brief  conspectus  of  The  Public  Free  School  System 
and  other  Educational  Institutions  of  the  Province. 


The  Public  Free  School  system  of  Nova  Scotia  provides  for  the 
free  education  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  province,  from  the  age  of 
five  years  and  upwards,  in  a  prescribed  course  of  study  extending 
from  the  Kindergarten  or  Primary  grade  of  the  common  schools  to 
the  University  or  the  end  of  the  High  School  course.  Out  of  a  total 
population  of  450,000  of  all  ages,  102,586  pupils  were  enrolled  dur- 
ing the  last  year. 

The  common  school  course  consists  of  eight  grades  representing  a 
year's  work  each  for  the  average  pupil  who  may  complete  the  course 
in  his  fourteenth  year.  The  high  school  course  consists  of  four  grades 
additional,  enabling  the  more  clever  pupils,  who  have  lost  no  time, 
to  graduate  in  their  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  year.  The  highest 
grade  is  practically  a  post-graduate  course  and  will  generally  require 
two  years.  The  prescribed  course  is  here  presented,  as  published  in 
the  Teacher's  Register.  (The  numbers  of  the  paragraphs  under 
•'  General  Directions"  refer  to  certain  columns  in  the  statistical  page 
of  the  Register.) 

In  schools  (in  country  sections,  for  instance)  where  several  or  all 
these  grades  have  to  be  taught  in  a  small  school  by  one  teacher,  the 
order  of  studies  is  still  indicated  by  this  course  ;  but  the  time  for 
class  work  in  each  subject  must  be  correspondingly  contracted  as 
compared  with  a  fully  graded  school.  In  many  subjects  also  the 
work  of  several  grades  may  be  taken  up  in  class  simultaneously, 
under  these  circumstances,  such  for  instance  as  callisthenics,  music, 
hygiene  and  temperance^  moral  and  patriotic  duties,  lesions  on 
nature,  etc,  etc.  Courses  of  study  and  time  tables  based  on  this 
coarse  but  contracted  to  suit  variously  graded  schools,  are  also  pre- 
pared for  the  guidance  of  teachers. 
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COXHISE  OF  STUDY  FOR  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


General  Directions. 

65.  Calliathenics  and  Military  Drill. — As  often  as  found  ex- 
pedient ;  but "  physical  exercises  "  should  be  given  once  in  the  middle 
of  every  session  over  one  hour  in  length,  and  in  the  lower  grades 
more  frequently  than  in  the  higher.  Recommended,  "Physical 
Drill,'*  (T.  C.  Allen  &  Co.,  Halifax),  for  the  Common  and  High 
Schools. 

66.  Vocai  Music. — Every  pupil  (excepting  of  course  those  known 
to  be  organically  defective  as  respects  music),  should  be  able  to  pass 
an  examination  in  vocal  music,  before  promotion  to  a  higher  grade. 
For  the  present  the  following  minimum  is  prescribed  for  each  grade. 
At  least  one  simple  song  with  its  Tonic  Sol-fa  notation  for  Grade  I. 
An  additional  melody  and  its  notation  for  each  succeeding  grade, 
with  a  correspondingly  increased  general  knowledge  of  music.  Vo- 
cal music  may  be  combined  with  sooie  forms  of  '*  physical  exercises  " 
as  in  marchmg  and  light  movements.  Recommended, ''  National 
and  Vacation  Songs"  (Grafton  &  Sons,  Montreal),  for  Common  and 
High  Schools.  Teachers  musically  defective  may  comply  with  the 
law  by  having  these  lessons  given  by  any  one  qualified. 

67.  Hygiene  and  Temperance. — Orally  in  all  grades,  and  as  in- 
cidents or  occasions  may  suggest.  Text  Book  for  pupils'  use  as 
follows:  Grades  V  and  VI,  Health  Reader  No.  1.  Grades  VII  and 
VIII.  Health  Reader  No.  2. 

68. — Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties. — As  enjoined  by  the  School 
Law  and  when  found  most  convenient  and  efiective. 

69. — Lessons  on  Nature. — The  observation,  examination  and 
study  of  the  common  and  more  important  natural  objects  and  laws 
of  nature  as  they  are  exemplified  within  the  range  of  the  School 
Section  or  of  the  pupils'  observations.  Under  this  head  pupils 
should  not  be  required  to  memorize  notes  or  facts  which  they  have 
not  at  leaot  to  some  extent  actually  observed  or  verified  for  them- 
selves. 

70.  Spelling  and  Dictation. — It  should  be  strictly  insisted  upon 
that,  from  the  very  commencement  in  the  first  grade,  the  pupil 
should  spell  every  word  read  in  lessons,  and  common  words  of 
similar  difficulty  used  in  his  conversation.  Writing  words  in  the 
lower  grades.  Transcription  and  dictation  in  the  higher  grades 
should  be  utilized  more  and  more  as  facility  in  writing  increases. 

71. — Reading  and  Elocution. — 1.  Pupils  must  be  enabled  to 
clearly  understand  the  portion  to  be  read,  then  to  read  it  with 
proper  expression.  2.  Faults  of  enunciation,  pronunciation,  etc.» 
of  tone,  of  posture  and  manner,  etc.,  must  be  carefully  noted  and 
corrected.     3.     Choice  passages  should  be  memorized  occasionally 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPORT.  XXV 


for  recitation  with  the  proper  expression.  Ten  lines  per  year  at 
least  for  Grade  I,  twenty  lines  at  least  for  Grade  II,  and  a  similar 
increase  for  each  succeeding  grade,  is  prescribea.  Reading  should 
be  taught  at  first,  partly  at  least,  by  word  building  from  the  phonic- 
elements,  occasional  drills  of  this  kind  being  continued  in  all  the 
grades  to  obtain  clear  enunciation. 

72.  English. — In  all  grades  practice  should  constantly  be  given^ 
in  expressing  the  substance  of  stories,  lessons,  or  observations,  orally 
in  correct  language,  and  in  the  higher  grades  in  writing  also.  Dis- 
cussion of  subject  matter  of  lesson.  Attention  to  the  use  of  capitals, 
punctuation  marks,  paragraphing,  etc.,  should  be  introduced  gradu- 
ally and  regularly,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  common  school  course, 
language  in  correct  form  can  be  fluently  used  in  description  or  busi- 
ness letters,  orally  and  in  writing.  The  practical  rather  than  the 
theoretical  knowledge  of  English  is  what  is  specially  required  in  the 
common  school,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  school  time  should  be 
given  to  it.  Pupils  should  be  continually  exercised  in  finding  syn- 
onyms or  substituting  "  their  own  made  meanings "  for  difficult 
words  in  their  reading  lessons,  instead  of  memorizing  definitions 
often  given  at  head  of  lesson. 

73.  Writing. — Styles  most  easy  to  read  should  be  cultivated. 
Simple,  vertical  writing  is  generally  preferable  to  the  sloping  styles. 
No  exercise  in  writing  should  be  accepted  by  the  teacher  from  the 
pupil  unless  its  form  shows  evidence  of  care.  Should  begin  in  the 
first  grade  with  letters  formed  from  the  simpler  elements  properly 
classified,  and  taught  in  the  order  of  difficulty. 

77.  Drawing. — Langdon  S.  Thompson's  "  Manual  Training,  No. 
1,"  is  recommended  to  the  teacher  as  covering  to  some  extent  the 
Drawing  and  Lessons  on  Nature  as  they  may  be  taught  to  pupils  of 
the  first  five  or  six  grades.  With  Thompson's  Primary  Freehand 
Manual,  in  addition,  the  teacher  will  have  a  sufficient  guide  for  the 
work  in  drawing  up  to  Grade  VII  for  the  present.  The  "  American 
Drawing  Cards,"  ^rs^  and  second  series,  may  also  be  advantageously 
used  to  this  stage.  Drawing  of  objects  studied  under  the  head  of 
Nature  Lessons  to  be  constantly  practised,  and  carried  on  even  in 
the  High  School. 

78.  Arithmetic. — It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  secure  the 
habit  of  obtaining  accurate  answers  at  the  first  attempt.  Every 
"  slip  "  in  mental  or  written  arithmetical  work  is  not  only  unneces- 
sary, but  is  a  positive  education  in  a  habit  which  will  tend  to  ren- 
der useless  the  most  strenuous  efibrts  afterwards  to  become  accurate 
or  even  to  make  satisfactory  progress  in  mathematics.  Accuracy  is 
of  supreme  importance  from  the  first.  Rapidity  may  then  be  neg- 
lected to  look  after  itself.  In  the  first  four  grades  the  teacher  will 
have  to  prepare  a  great  number  of  exercises  of  a  nature  not  specially 
arranged  for  in  the  present  prescribed  text  book,  so  that  the  pupils 
may  be  accurate  and  rapid  in  their  operations  up  to  the  limit  pre- 
scribed. 
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75  and  76.  Oeograpky  and  HisUyi^. — The  verbal  memorizing  of 
these  lessons  at  home  by  the  pupil  is  for  the  most  part  injurious  to 
the  character  of  the  memory  and  useless  as  practical  knowledge. 
For  in  spite  of  all  cautions  and  instructions  to  the  contrary,  most 
pupils  when  left  to  themselves  mentally  associate  the  facts  memor- 
ized with  the  wording,  the  paragraph  and  the  page  of  a  book,  in- 
stead of  with  the  proper  locus  in  the  map,  or  with  the  proper  system 
of  related  facts.  These  lessons  should  therefore  be  prepared  under 
the  careful  and  philosophic  direction  of  the  teacher  in  the  school- 
room, at  least  until  the  pupils  are  trained  how  to  study  aright.  The 
home  work  would  then  be  only  the  review  and  perfecting  of  the  les- 
son b}'  the  pupils  in  the  proper  manner  by  reference  to  the  several 
items  in  the  text.  Local  or  current  events,  historical,  economic  or 
scientific,  should  be  skilfully  used  to  interpret  the  remote  in  time 
and  place. 

90.  Manual  Training, — (Optional).  This  may  often  be  intro- 
duced as  an  alterative  or  recreation,  and  without  therefore  materially 
increasing  the  real  labor  of  the  pupil.  Clay  modeling,  needle-work, 
wood-work,  etc.,  as  may  be  most  appropriate  or  expedient,  may  be 
introduced  with  the  consent  of  the  Trustees.  Teachers  should  at  all 
times  encourage  the  pupils  in  the  production  of  any  specimens  of 
home-made  handiwork  or  apparatus,  in  scientific  experiments  at 
home,  and  in  the  formation  of  collections  of  plants,  minerals,  and 
other  natural  productions  of  their  own  part  of  the  country. 


SPECIAL  DIRECTIONS. 

GRADE  I. 

Reading, — Primer  with  Wall  Cards  or  Blackboard  work. 

Language. — Story-telling  by  pupil.  Writing  easy  script  letters, 
words  and  sentences. 

Writing  and  Drawing, — Writing  on  slate,  paper  or  blackboard. 
Drawing  of  easy,  interesting  figures. 

Arithmetic, — All  fundamental  arithmetical  operations  with  num- 
bers, the  results  of  which  do  not  exceed  20,  to  be  done  with  concrete 
a.nd  abstract  numbers,  accurately  and  rapidly. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — Power  of  accurate  observation  developed  by 
exercising  each  of  the  senses  on  simple  or  appropriate  objects. 
Estimation  of  direction,  distance,  magnitude,  weight,  &c.,  bepun. 
Common  colors,  simple  regular  solids,  surfaces  and  lines.  Simple 
observations  on  a  few  common  minerals,  stones,  plants  and  animals. 

GRADE  II. 

Reading. — Reader  No.  1. 

Language. — As  in  Grade  I.,  but  more  advanced. 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPORT.  XXvii 


Writing  and  DravAng. — As  in  Grade  1,  but  more  advanced. 
Angles,  triangles,  squares,  rectangles,  plan  of  platform  and  of  school 
room. 

ArUhmetic, — Numbers  up  to  100  on  the  same  plan  as  in  Grade  I. 

Lessons  on-  Nature. — As  in  Grade  I.,  but  more  extended. 

GRADE   III. 

Reading, — Reader  No.  2. 

Langvjage, — As  in  II.,  but  more  advanced.  Subject  and  predicate. 
Nouns  and  verbs. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Script  letters  on  slate  and  in  copy  book; 
Freehand  outlines  on  slate»  blackboard,  &c.  Common  geometrical 
lines  and  figures  with  their  names.  Map  of  school  grounds  and 
surroundings. 

Arithmetic. — Number  to  1000  as  in  previous  grades,  divisors  not 
to  exceed  12.  Dollars  and  cents.  Long  Measure  and  Avoirdupois 
Weight,  with  reduction  exercises. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — Geography  of  neighborhood,  use  of  local  or 
county  maps.  Estimation  of  distance,  measures,  weights,  &c.,  con- 
tinued. Color.  Study  of,  say,  three  or  four  each  of  common 
metals,  stones,  earths,  flowers,  shrubs,  trees,  insects,  birds  and 
mammals. 

GRADE   IV. 

Reading. — Reader  No.  3. 

Language. — Oral  statements  of  matter  of  lessons,  observations, 
&c.  Written  sentences  with  punctuation,  &c.  Modifiers  of  subject 
and  predicate,  of  noun  and  verb. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Copy  Book.  Primary  Freehand  Series 
No.  1.,  and  Cards,  &c. 

Geography. — Oral  lessons  on  the  seasons  as  in  pages  VII.  to  X.  of 
Elementary  Geography,  with  the  general  geography  of  the  Province 
begun  on  the  school  map. 

Arithmetic. — Numeration  and  notation  extended.  More  difficult 
exercises  in  fundamental  rules  and  reduction.  Common  tables  of 
weights,  measures,  etc.,  idea  of  fractions  developed.  Mental  Arith- 
inetic  drill  increasing. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — As  in  grade  III.,  but  extended  so  as  to  in- 
•clade  as  many  more  new  objects  of  each  kind. 
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GRADE  v. 

Reading. — Reader  No.  4,  Part  I. 

Language. — As  in  Grade  IV.  and  General  Directions.  All  parts 
of  speech  and  of  sentence  with  inflections  of  noun,  adjective  and 
pronoun,  orally.     Composition  practice  increasing. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Copy  Book.  Freehand  Drawing  Series 
No.  IL,  and  Cards,  etc. 

Geography  and  History. — Ideas  of  latitude  and  longitude,  etc., 
developed.  Oral  geography  of  Nova  Scotia  on  map  in  fuller  detail. 
General  geography  of  Provinces  of  Canada  and  of  the  Continent,  as 
on  the  Hemisphere  maps.  Oral  lessons  on  leading  incidents  of  Nova 
Scotian  History. 

Arithmetic. — As  in  first  three  and  one  half  chapters  of  Kirkiand 
and  Scott's  Arithmetic  with  reasonable  rapidity. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — From  mineral  and  rock  to  soil,  as  shown  in 
neighborhood,  and,  say,  five  or  six  each  of  the  common  plants,  trees, 
insects,  other  invertebrates,  fish,  reptiles,  birds,  mammals,  and  nat- 
ural phenomena,  such  as  ventilation,  evaporation,  freezing,  closely 
examined.     Health  Reader,  No.  I.  begun. 

GRADE   VI. 

Reading. — Reader  No.  4.  completed. 

Language. — As  in  Grade  V.  extended.  Formal  compositions 
(simple  essays)  twice  each  month.  Paradigm  of  regular  verb.  Sim- 
ple parsing  and  analysis  begun.  More  important  rules  of  Syntax 
applied.  Short  descriptive  sketches  and  letters.  All  from  oral 
instruction. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Copy  Book.  Drawing  No.  3,  and  Cards, 
etc.     Increasing  practice  in  representing  common  objects  in  outline. 

Oeography. — Elementary  Geography  text,  to  end  of  Canada. 
Thorough  drill  in  outline  of  Hemisphere  maps. 

History. — British  American  History ;  text,  chapters  3,  5, 10, 11, 
12, 13,  (in  part)  and  14. 

Arithmetic. — As  in  chapters  4  to  6,  Kirkiand  and  Scott,  (omitting 
circulating  decimals),  with  continual  review  and  mental  exercises. 

Lesions  on  Nature. — As  in  Grade  V.,  but  extended,  say  to  at  least 
nine  or  ten  objects  of  each  class  specified.  Distribution  and  values 
of  all  natural  products  of  the  Province.  Health  Reader  No.  1.  com* 
pleted. 
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GRADE  YII. 

/ 

Reading. — Reader  No.  5.  begun.  Character  of  metre  and  figures 
of  speech  begun  to  be  observed. 

Orammar, — Leading  principles  of  Etymology  (large  type  gen- 
-erally),  with  paradigms  as  in  prescribed  text,  and  exercises,  with 
related  rules  of  Syntax.     Parsing  and  analysis  to  complex  sentences. 

Composition, — Written  abstracts  of  oral  or  reading  lessons. 
Simple  discription,  narrative  and  business  forms.  Punctuation  and 
paragraphing. 

Writing  cmd  Drawing. — Copy  book.  Drawing  No.  4,  and  Cards, 
Ac.  Plotting  of  lines,  triangles,  rectangles,  dbc,  according  to  scale. 
Simple  object  drawing  extended. 

Geography. — Elementary  Geography  to  end  of  Europe,  with 
thorough  map  drill. 

History. — British  American  History  completed. 

Arithmetic. — As  in  Eirkland  and  Scott  to  end  of  chapter  7,  with 
corresponding  mental  exercises. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — As  in  Grade  VI.,  and  with  the  study  of 
specimens  illustrating  the  stones,  minerals,  etc.  ;  each  class,  sub-class 
and  division  of  plants;  and  each  class  of  animals  found  in  the  lo- 
cality. All  common  and  easily  observed  physical  phenomena.  The 
Introductory  Science  Primer,  and  Health  Reader  No.  2  begun. 

GRADE   VIII. 

Reading. — No.  5  completed.  Elements  of  prosody  and  plain 
figures  of  speech,  as  illustrated  in  readings,  to  be  observed  and 
studied. 

Spelling. — Prescribed  Speller  in  addition  to  general  directions. 

Orammar. — Including  rules  of  Syntax,  (omitting  notes  and  more 
difficult  matter  in  medium  print).  Parsing.  Analysis  of  simple  and 
easy  complex  sentences.     Correction  of  false  Syntax. 

Composition., — As  in  Grade  VII.  extended.  Pupils  at  this  stage 
should  be  able  to  express  themselves  fluently  and  with  fair  accuracy 
in  writing,  for  all  ordinary  business  purposes. 

Writing  and  Dra/wing. — Copy  Book.  Thompson's  Drawing, 
Model  and  Object  Series,  No.  1.  Construction  of  angles  and  simple 
geometrical  figures  to  scale  and  their  measurement. 

Oeography. — Elementary  Geography  completed  and  reviewed 
urith  latest  corrections  and  map  drill. 
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History. — As  in  "  Brief  History  of  England/'  with  review  of 
British  American  History. 

Arithmetic, — As  in  Kirkland  and  Scott. 

Algebra. — Fundamental  rules,  with  special  drill  on  the  evaluation 
of  algebraic  expressions. 

Book-keeping, — A  simple  set. 

Leasovs  on  Nature. — As  in  Grade  VII.,  extended  to  bear  on 
Agriculture,  Horticulture  and  any  local  industry  of  the  School  Sec- 
tion. Oral  lessons  from  Science  Primers — especially  the  Chemistry 
Primer.     Health  Reader  No.  2,  completed. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  CURRICULUM. 

The  subjects,  number  and  value  of  the  papers  for  the  different 
High  School  examinations,  and  the  general  scope  of  examination 
questions,  are  indicated  in  the  prescribed  curriculum  which  follows. 
Examination  questions  may  demand  description  by  drawing  as  well 
as  by  writing  in  all  grades. 

GRADE  IX.  or  D. 

1.  English  Language — 100 :  (a)  6th  Reader,  Part  I.,  (or  an 
author  prescribed  from  year  to  year),  with  critical  study,  word 
analysis,  prosody  and  recitations ;  (b)  Text-book  on  English  Com- 
position, with  essays,  abstracts  and  general  correspondence. 

2.  English  Grammar — 100  :  Text-book  (excepting  "  notes,"  and 
"  appendix")  with  easy  exercises  in  parsing  and  analysis. 

3.  Latin — 100:  As  in  Collar  and  Daniell,  to  end  of  Chapter 
LIIL,  or  any  equivalent  grammar  with  very  easy  translation  and 
composition  exercises.  [To  secure  uniformity  in  pronunciation  the 
Roman  (or  Phonetic)  pronunciation  of  Latin  is  recommended  to  be 
used  in  all  grades.] 

4.  French — 100 :  As  in  French  Principia,  Part  I.,  or  any  equi- 
valent with  easy  translation  and  composition  exercises. 

5.  History  and  Geography  — 100 :  (a)  Text-book  of  British 
History  up  to  the  House  of  Tudor,  and  review  of  British  American 
History,  (b)  Geography  of  North  America  and  Europe  as  in  Text- 
book. 

6.  Science — 100:  (a  =  30)  Physics  as  in  Balfour  Stewart's 
Primer.  (b  =  70)  Botany  as  in  Gray's  How  Plants  (?roi^,  substitu- 
ting for  the  details  of  "Flora"  Part  XL,  common  or  prescribed  native 
plants.     Drawing  of  parts  of  plants. 
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7.  Drawing  and  Book-keeping — 100:  (a=20)  Construction 
oF  geometrical  figures  and  solution  of  easy  mensuration  and  trigono- 
metrical problems  by  mathematical  instruments.  (b  =  30)  Freehand 
drawing  as  in  Nos.  5  and  6,  and  "  Model  and  Object  drawing/'  No. 
2,  prescribed  Text-books.  (c  =  50)  Commercial  forms  and  writing 
with  Single  Entry  Book-keeping  problems. 

8.  Arithmetic — 100  :  As  in  Hamblin  Smith  to  end  of  section 
21,  (with  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  metric  sj^stem,  which  will  be 
required  in  all  grades.) 

9.  Algebra — 100  :  As  in  Todhunter  to  end  of  fractions. 

10.  Geometry — 100 :  Euclid  L,  with  very  easy  exercises. 

Note. — Latin  and  French  are  optional  ;  all  others  imperative. 
The  minimum  aggregate  for  a  "  pass"  is  400,  with  no  subject  below 
25. 

grade  X.  or  c. 

1.  English  Language — 100  :  (a)  6th  Reader,  Part  II.  (or  an 
author  prescribed  from  year  to  year),  with  critical  study,  &c.,  as  in 
previous  grade  but  more  advanced;  (b)  Advanced  Text-book  of 
English  Composition  with  practical  work.  [1893  (a)  6th  Reader, 
Part  II.,  and  Evangeline,] 

2.  English  Grammar — 100  :  (a)  Text-book  (excepting  '*  appen- 
dix"), completed  with  exercises  in  parsing  and  analysis. 

3.  Latin — 100  :  As  in  Collar  and  Daniell,  complete,  and  "  Cceeara 
In'fxiBion  of  Britain"  by  Welsh  and  Duffield,  (MacMillan  &  Co., 
London). 

4.  Greek — 100:  As  in  Frosfs  Greek  Primer  (Allyn  &  Bacon, 
Boston)  to  end  of  Part  III.,  or  Initia  Grceca,  Part  I. 

5.  French — 100 :  As  in  French  Prindpia,  Parts  I.  and  II.  or 
any  equivalent. 

6.  German — 100:  As  in  German  Principia,  Part  I.  or  any 
equivalent. 

7.  History  and  Geography — 100:— (a)  Text-Book  of  British 
History  from  House  of  Tudor  to  present  time,  (b)  Text-book  of 
Geography,  excepting  North  America  and  Europe. 

8.  Science — 100  :  (a  =  70)  Chemistry  as  in  Williams.  (b  =  30) 
Mineralogy  as  in  Crosby* a  Common  Rocks,  or  Agricultural  Chemistry 
as  in  Tanner, 

9.  Drawing  and  Book-keeping — 100 :  (a)  Mathematical  draw- 
ing as  in  previous  grade  continued  with  prescribed  Text-books  Nos. 
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7  and  8,  and  Model  and  Object  drawing  No.  3.     (b)  Book-keeping — 
Double  Entry  forms  and  problems. 

10.  Arithmetic — 100 :  Text-book  completed  without  appendix. 

11.  Algebra — 100 :  As  in  Todhunter  to  end  of  simple  equations, 
including  involution  and  evolution. 

12.  Geometry — 100:  Text  book  with  exercises  to  Prop.  20, 
Book  III. 

Note — Latin,  Greek,  French  and  German  optional  ;  all  others 
imperative.     The  minimum  aggregate  for  a  pass,  400,  with  no  sub- 
ject below  25. 

GRADE    XI  or  B. 

1.  English  Literature — 100:  (a)  Prose  authors  prescribed 
from  year  to  year,  with  critical  study,  (b)  Poetical  authors  pre- 
scribed as  above.  [1893,  (a)  Macaulay's  Warren  Haatinga,  (b) 
Shakespeare's  Hamlet] 

2.  English  Grammar — 100  :  (a)  History  of  English  Language 
and  Text-book  completed  with  difficult  exercises,  (b)  History  of 
English  Literature;  selected  portions  from  Stopford  Brockets  Primer, 
{Spenser,  Shakespeare,  Bacon  and  Milton,  with  Chapters  VI,  VII 
and  VIII) 

3.  Latin — 100  :  Grammar  and  easy  composition  partly  based  on 
prose  author  read. 

4.  Latin — 100  :    (a)  Cceaar,  one  book  ;  (b)  Virgil,  one  book,  as 

F prescribed  from  year  to  year,  with  grammatical  and  critical  questions. 
1893,  (a)  De  BeU,  OaL,  Book  V.     (b)  JSneid,  Book  III] 

5.  Greek — 100  :  Grammar  and  easy  composition  based  partly 
*on  author  read. 

6.  Greek — 100  :  Xenophon,  one  book  as  prescribed  from  year 
to  year  with  grammatical  and  critical  questions.  [1893,  (a)  Ana- 
haaia,  Book  I.] 

7.  French — 100 :  Bracket' a  Public  School  Elementary  French 
"Orammar,  or  an  equivalent,  and  composition  with  author  prescribed 
from  year  to  year.     (1893,  Souvestre's  Un  Philoaophe  aoua  lea  toita,) 

8.  German — 100 :  German  Prindpia  Parts  I  and  II,  or  an 
equivalent. 

9.  History  and  Geography — 100 :  General  History  and  Geo- 
^graphy  as  in  Svrinton, 
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10.  PHYSiOLoaY — 100 :  As  in  prescribed  text,  Martin's  "  The 
Human  Body  and  the  Effects  of  Narcotics,*' 

11.  Physics — 100 :  As  in  Oage's  Introduction  to  Physical 
Science. 

12.  Pbactical  Mathematics — 100 :    As  in  Eaton. 

13.  Algebba  and  Abithmetic — 100  :  As  in  Todhunter's  Alge- 
bra and  Uamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic. 

14.  Geometby — 100 :  Euclid  I  to  IV  with  exercises  ;  definitions 
and  algebraic  demonstrations  of  Euclid  V ;  and  Euclid  YI  (text). 

Note. — Latin,  Greek.  French  and  German  optional ;  all  others 
imperative.  The  minimum  aggregate  for  a  pass,  400,  with  no  sub- 
ject below  25.  The  examination  on  this  syllabus  may  also  be  known 
as  the  Junior  Leaving  Examination  of  the  High  School. 

QBADE  XII   or  A. 

The  examination  on  this  syllabus  may  be  known  as  the  Senior 
Leaving  Examination  of  the  High  School.  This  portion  of  the 
course  of  study  may  be  profitably  undertaken  in  the  lines  best 
adapted  to  the  staff  of  instructors  or  the  demands  of  students  in  the 
larger  Higher  Schools  or  County  Academies.  There  is  in  this  grade 
a  bifurcation  of  the  course  into  a  classical  side  and  a  scientific  side, 
with  minor  options  leading  to  the  certificates  of  "  A  "  (classical)  and 

A  "  (scientific)  respectively. 


k< 


(a.)      IMPERATIVE  FOR   BOTH  SIDES. 

1.  English  Lanquaqe — 100 :  As  in  Lounshury's  English  Lan- 
guage, with  prescribed  authors.     (1893,  Scott's  Ivanhoe,) 

2.  English  Literature — 100 :  Stopford  Brooke's  Primer,  with 
prescribed  authors.     (1893,  Tennyson's  Princess.) 

3  British  History — 100  :  As  in  Green's  Short  History  of  the 
English  People,  with  the  Canadian  Constitution. 

4.  Psychology — 100 :  As  in  James'  Text  Book  of  Psychology 
{MacMillan  &  Co.,  London),  or  Maher's  (Stoneyhurst  Series.) 

5.  Sanitary  Science — 100:  As  in  the  Ontario  Manual  of 
Hygiene. 

(B.)    imperative  for  classical  side,  (Subjects  for  1893.) 

1.  Latin  Grammar  and  Composition — 100 :  Grammar  as  in 
Allen  and  Oreenough,  and  Composition  as  in  Bradley's  Arnold  or 
equivalents. 

2.  CasAR— 100  :    De  Bell  Oal.,  Books  V  and  VI. 
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8.  Cicero  and  Tacitus — 100  :  (a)  Cicero. — Pro  Lege  Manilia. 
(b)  Tacitus — Historian  Book  I  to  end  of  Chapter  45, 

4.  Virgil — 100 :    jEneid,  Book  III. 

5.  Horace— 100 :    Odea,  Book  IV. 

6.  Roman  Hist,  and  Qeog. — 100 :    As  in  LiddeWa, 

7.  Greek  Orabimar  and  Composition — 100:  Grammar  as  in 
Goodwin,  and  Composition  as  in  Fletcher  <b  Nicholson,  or  equivalents. 

8.  Xenophon — 100  :  Anaba&ia,  Books  II  and  III. 

9.  Demosthenes — 100  :    De  Corona,  to  end  of  220th  paragraph^ 

10.  Euripides— 100 :  AUestie. 

11.  Grecian  Hist,  and  Geog. — 100  :  As  in  Smith's. 

(c.)    imperative  for  scientific  side. 

1.  Physics — 100 :  As  in  WormelFs  Natural  Philosophy, 

2.  Chemistry — 100  :  As  in  Wilson's  Inorganic  Chemistry, 

3.  Botany — 100 :  As  in  The  Essentials  of  Botany  by  Bessey 
{Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  New  York),  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  rep- 
resentative species  of  Nova  Scotian  flora. 

4.  Zoology — 100 :  As  in  Dawson  s  Hand-Book,  with  dissection 
of  Nova  Scotian  species,  as  in  Colton's  Practical  Zoology, 

5.  Geology — 100:  As  in  Sir  William  l)awson's  Hand-Book  of 
Canadian  Geology  (excepting  the  details  relating  to  other  Provinces 
from  page  167  to  235.) 

6.  Astronomy — 100:  As  in  Young's  Elements  of  Astronomy, 

7.  Navigation — 100 :  As  in  Norie's  Epitome, 

8.  Trigonometry — 100 :  Lock's  Elementary  Trigonometry, 

9.  Algebra— 100:  As  in  Hall  &  Knight's  Higher  Algebra f 
(MacUillan  &  Co.,  London),  to  end  of  Chap.  XXVI,  or  any  equivalent. 

10.  Geometry— 100 :  Including  Ev/>lid  VI,  XI  and  XII,  as  in 
Hamhlin  Smith  with  exercises. 

(d.)    optional  for  both  sides. 

1.  French  Grammar  and  Composition — 100. 

2.  French  Authors— 100  :  (1893,  Voltaire,  Charles  XII,  Books 
I,  II  and  III,  and  Racine's  Aihalie,) 
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3.    German  Grammar  and  Composition — 100. 

4  German  Authors— 100:  (1893,  Hauffs  Das  Kalte  Herz, 
Heath  &  Co.,  Boston.) 

To  pass  Grade  A  (scientific)  a  minimum  aggregate  of  1000  must 
be  made  on  twenty  papers,  including  all  in  groups  (A)  and  (C)  and 
any  other  ^t;e  papers. 

To  pass  Grade  A  (classical)  a  minimum  aggregate  of  1000  must  be 
made  on  twenty  papers,  including  all  in  groups  (A)  and  (B)  and  any 
other  four  papers. 

The  old  Grade  A  may  be  quoted  as  Grade  A  (classical.) 

Those  who  obtain  an  A  (scientfic)  or  A  (classical)  certificate  will 
be  allowed  to  pass  an  examination  on  all  other  papers  of  the  full 
syllabus  than  those  taken  previously  by  them,  and  if  successful  will 
be  granted  the  diploma  '*  A  (classical  and  scientific)."  For  the  same 
diploma,  former  Grade  A  teachers  must  also  take  "  Psychology  "  and 
"  Sanitary  Science  ;"  but  their  Grade  A  "  Physics  "  or  "  Chemistry  '^ 
or  "  Geometry  "  or  "  French  "  shall  for  this  purpose  be  deemed  the 
equivalents,  respectively,  of  the  papers  (C)  1  or  2  or  10,  or  (D)  1. 

Candidates  for  this  grade  of  certificate  who  make  the  minimum 
passing  aggregate  but  fail  to  pass  on  account  of  deficiency  in  one  or 
more  subjects,  will  be  allowed  a  supplementary  examination  at  a 
future  terminal  examination  on  all  the  subjects  on  which  they  made 
less  than  50  per  cent ;  and  if  50  per  cent,  of  the  maximum  is  made 
on  each  of  such  subjects  the  candidates  shall  be  awarded  an  ''  A  " 
certificate. 

[Changes  in  Authors,  etc.,  from  year  to  year,  announced  in  the 
Journal  of  Education,  published  semi-annually.] 


Common  School  Leaving,  or  County  Academy  Entrance 

Examination. 

At  the  end  of  each  school  year,  during  the  first  week  in  July,  a 
public  written  examination  lasting  two  days,  is  held  at  each  county 
academy  (which  is  the  high  school  in  each  county  receiving  a 
special  Provincial  grant  of  money  for  the  free  education  of  all  in 
the  county  who  are  qualified  to  enter).  The  examination  questions 
are  sent  out  from  the  Education  Department,  and  cover  specially 
the  work  of  the  highest  grade  of  the  common  schools.  The  exami- 
nations are  held  simultaneously  in  each  county  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince under  strict  and  uniform  conditions.  The  candidates'  papers 
are  examined  by  the  principal  of  each  academy  and  his  stafif, 
according  to  a  prescribed  plan.  The  successful  candidates  are  en- 
titled to  Provincial  certificates  signed  by  the  principals  of  the 
academies,  which  certificates  will  admit  them  without  the  payment 
of  any  fee  into  their  respective  county  academies. 
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Provincial  High  School  Examinations. 

During  the  same  week  all  students  of  high  school  grade» 
whether  studying  in  the  academies  or  other  high  schools,  are  allowed 
to  present  themselves  without  fee  for  examination  at  one  of  the 
thirty  Provincial  stations,  on  any  one  of  the  four  high  school 
grades.  The  examination  papers  are  sent  out  from  the  Education 
Department,  and  the  candidates'  papers  are  examined  by  one  and 
the  same  Board  of  Examiners. 

Provincial  certificates  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  ktst  year 
of  the  high  school,  known  also  as  Grades  D,  C,  6,  and  A,  res- 
pectively, are  awarded  on  the  report  of  the  examiners.  These 
certificates  indicate  definite  grades  of  scholarship  and  are  accepted 
as  such  for  the  non-professional  qualifications  of  the  various 
classes  of  teachers,  for  matriculation  into  the  universities  and 
technical  colleges.  The  high  school  system  is  virtually  a  Provin- 
cial university  of  high  school  grade,  and  every  academy  and 
high  school  an  affiliated  college,  the  diplomas  being  granted  on  the 
report  of  the  Provincial  Board  of  Examiners.  All  teachers  for  the 
public  schools  must  obtain  a  high  school  certificate  of  one  of  these 
grades  before  applying  for  a  license  to  teach. 

Teachers. 

There  are  four  classes  of  teachers  whose  qualifications  are  the 
high  school  certi^cates  of  Grade  A,  B,  C  and  D  respectively,  with 
the  corresponding  Normal  School  training. 

1.  Claaa  A,  (which  may  be  either  "  A,  Classical "  or  "  A,  Scientific,'" 
according  to  the  high  school  certificate).  Teachers  of  this  class 
contribute  to  the  qualifications  of  county  academies  for  obtaining 
the  Provincial  or  academic  grants  when  employed  in  them.  When 
employed  in  other  high  school,  they  are  entitled  to  a  Provincial 
grant  approximating  $220,  $180  or  $120  per  annum,  in  addition  to 
salary  from  their  school  trustees  according  to  the  class  of  school. 

2.  Class  B,  whose  Provincial  grant  as  above  approximates  $120 
per  annum. 

3.  Class  C,  whose  Provincial  Grant  approximates  $90,  and 

4.  Class  D,  whose  Provincial  grant  approximates  $60  per  annum. 

Teachers  who  have  not  the  prescribed  Normal  School  classi- 
fication, but  who  have  passed  the  Provincial  examinations  on  School 
Law  and  Management,  Teaching,  Hygiene  and  Temperance,  can 
obtain  a  class  of  license  one  grade  lower  than  the  corresponding 
Normal  School  classification  would  give.  This  examination  is  called 
the  *'  Minimum  Professional  Qualification  Examination,"  and  with  a 
grade  D,  will  qualify  only  for  a  cIassD,(Provisional),good  for  one  year. 
Teachers  are  also  subject  to  strict  conditions  of  character  and  age. 
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Provincial  Grants  to  Teachers. 

These  grants  were  originally  fixed  at  the  figures  given  aboTe, 
until  their  total  rose  gradually  to  $167,500  annually.  Then  by  Act 
of  Legislature  this  sum  was  fixed  as  an  annual  total,  and  the  grants 
to  the  various  classes  of  teachers  were  directed  to  be  paid  out  of 
it  in  the  same  ratio  as  before.  The  advance  in  the  number  and 
rank  of  teachers  tends,  therefore,  to  a  reduction  of  the  original 
amount  to  each  class. 

County  Academy  Grants. 

.Classified  by  the  amounts  of  the  annual  grants  from  the  Provincial 
Treasury,  there  are  four  grades  of  county  academies. 

$500.  One  "  Class  A  '*  teacher,  a  minimum  average  of  fifteen 
regularly  qualified  high  school  pupils,  with  appropriate  buildings, 
apparatus  and  salary. 

$1000.  Two  Class  A  teachers,  a  minimum  average  of  forty,  and 
the  other  requirements  in  the  same  proportion  as  above. 

$1500.  Three  Class  A  teachers,  and  a  minimum  average  of  eighty, 
&c. 

$1720.  Four  or  more  Class  A  teachers,  and  a  minimum  average 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  &c. 

The  School  Section 

is  the  smallest  territorial  division  of  the  Province,  averaging  about 
four  miles  in  diameter,  with  the  school  house  near  the  centre.  There 
are  1905  at  present.  Their  boundaries  are  determined  by  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners,  the  formation  of  new  sections  requiring 
the  ratification  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners 

is  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government,  to  adjudicate  on  matters 
specially  connected  with  school  sections,  over  a  district  on  an 
average  perhaps  equal  to  half  a  county. 

The  Board  of  Three  Trustees 

is  the  executive  body  of  the  school  section.  Each  year  one  of 
the  trustees  retires  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
section  and  a  new  trustee  is  elected.  The  Board  of  Trustees^ 
through  its  Secretary,  collects  and  disburses  the  money  voted  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  assessed  on  the  section,  engages  the  teacher, 
takes  charge  of  the  school  property,  etc.  In  towns  which  are  incor- 
porated, a  committee  of  three  from  the  Town  Council,  with  three 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government,  have  the 
power  of  this  Board.  In  the  city  of  Halifax,  twice  as  many,  re- 
spectively. 


•  •• 
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The  Annual  Meeting 

of  the  school  section  is  held  on  the  last  Monday  of  Jane.  It  is  then 
the  Board  of  Trustees  reports  its  transactions  for  the  year  to  the^ 
ratepayers,  and  brings  down  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money 
required  to  be  raised  by  assessment  for  the  ensuing^  year.  It  is 
then  the  new  trustee  is  elected,  and  the  money  to  be  assessed  on  the^ 
section  is  voted. 

The  School  Funds 

are  not  dependent  on  the  sectional  assessment  alone.  In  the  county 
assessment,  an  amount  equal  to  thirty  cents  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation is  levied  to  form  a  fund  called  the  county  school  fund.  At- 
the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  section  returns  are  approved,  on  the 
order  of  the  Superintendent,  twenty-five  dollars  are  paid  out  of  this 
fund  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  each  section  for  each  teacher  en- 
raged, and  the  balance  of  the  fund  is  divided  between  the  sections 
in  proportion  to  the  total  days'  attendance  made  in  each  school.  The 
trustees,  then,  obtain  money  from  the  sectional  assessment  and  the 
county  fund.  The  teacher  in  addition  to  the  salary  paid  from  the 
funds  of  the  trustees  receives  a  grant,  already  referred  to,  from 
the  Provincial  Treasury  in  proportion  to  the  class  of  license  held. 
Assessment  last  year  on  sections  for  support  of  schools,  over 
$313,000;  for  building  and  repairs,  about  S97,000.  Total  assess- 
ment on  sections,  $410,000.  Received  from  county  fund,  over  $120,- 
000.     Total  raised  by  assessment,  over  $530,000. 

The  School  Year 

begins  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  consists  of  a  maximum  of  forty- 
four  teaching  weeks,  commencing  towards  the  end  of  August,  six 
weeks  after  the  closing  of  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  in 
July  previous.  There  are  two  weeks  of  vacation  at  Christmas,  and 
certain  other  days  throughout  the  year  are  holidays. 

The  Attendance 

at  school  is  stimulated  by  the  provision  making  the  major  portion^ 
of  the  county  fund  payable  in  proportion  to  the  attendance.  There 
is  also  a  local  option  law,  by  which  a  school  section  at  its  annual 
meeting  may  make  attendance  compulsory  within  certain  limits. 
The  City  of  Halifax,  which  has  several  minor  modifications  of  the 
general  law,  has  a  specially  elaborate  and  efiective  law  for  securing 
at  least  a  common  school  education  for  every  child  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

The  Inspection 

of  the  school  is  performed  by  a  staft  of  ten  inspectors,  most  of  whom 
include  two  counties  within  their  inspectorates,  approximating  two 
hundred  schools  and  teachers.  They  inspect  the  schools,  direct^ 
teachers  and  trustees  when  necessary,  and  send  monthly  reports,  &c., . 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Education.  They  receive  and  tabulate 
teachers'  returns  for  the  Education  Office,  and  pay  the  ProvinciaL 
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;^ant8  within  their  districts  according  to  pay  lists  transmitted  to 
them.  They  are  also  ex  ojfficio  secretaries  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
%8ioners  within  their  districts. 

The  Council  of  Public  Instruction 

is  the  head  of  the  Educational  System,  and  consists  of  the  Executive 
of  the  Provincial  Government  with  the  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion (appointed  by  the  Governor-in-Council,)  as  Secretary,  The 
Coancil  has  very  extensive  powers,  and  its  regulations,  although 
under  the  statutes,  are  equally  as  voluminous  and  important. 

It  has  power  to  regulate  the  Normal  School,  inspection,  classifi- 
cation and  licensing  of  teachers,  meetings  of  commissioners,  time  of 
teaching,  books  and  apparatus,  registers,  county  academies,  Provin- 
cial examinations  of  high  schools,  to  determine  cases  of  appeal;  etc. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education 

in  addition  to  the  executive  duties  implied  in  the  secretaryship 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  has  general  supervision  and 
direction  of  the  inspectors,  the  Normal  School,  county  academies, 
.and  of  public  education  in  general. 


SPECIAL  INSTITUTIONS 

(Forming  part  of  the  Public  Free  School  System.) 

The  Provincial  Normal  School  at  Truro,  for  the  purpose  of 
training  teachers  for  the  public  schools.  No  tuition  fees.  In- 
-struction  brought  to  the  door  of  every  candidate  teacher  by  the 
regulation  ordering  the  payment  of  travelling  expenses  to  and 
from  the  Institution.  Staff  of  six  regular  instructors,  with  model 
school  of  two  departments  and  a  kindergarten  with  their  respec- 
tive teachers. 

The  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture  at  Truro,  with  model 
farm,  partly  affiliated  to  Normal  School  for  special  subjects. 
Teachers  with  "agricultural"  diplomas  receive  a  special  Provincial 
grant. 

The  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  Halifax,  where 
'extensive  provision  is  made  for  the  free  education  of  the  Deaf  and 
Damb. 

The  School  for  the  Blind  at  Halifax  where  the  fullest  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  free  education  of  the  Blind. 

Mining  Schools  at  the  principal  coal  mining  centres,  for  the 
preparation  of  overmen,  &c.,  for  the  mines. 

Qoyernhent  Niqht  Schools,  for  the  benefit  of  those  at  industrial 
eentres  needing  elementary  education  who  cannot  avail  themselves 
<i  the  free  day  schools. 
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SPECIAL  INSTITUTIONS 
(Aided  by  Provincial  Orants  of  Money  to  some  extent.) 

The  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design,  at  Halifax. 

The  Halifax  Medical  College,  at  Halifax. 

The  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic  ProviDces  of 
Canada.  A  peripatetic  institution,  designed  and  utilized  for  advanc- 
ing the  scientific  and  literary  culture  of  teachers  during  the  holiday 

reason. 


OtJIVERSITIES  AND  DEGREE-CONFERRING  COLLEGES 
(Not  receiving  any  pnblic  Provincial  funds,) 
The  Uniyersity  of  Dalhousie  College  at  Halifax. 

The  University  of  Kings'  College  at  Windsor. 

The  University  of  Acadia  College  at  Wolfville. 

St.  Francis  Xavier  College  at  Antigonish. 
The  Presbyterian  College  at  Pine  Hill,  Halifax. 
St.  Anne's  College  at  Church  Point,  Digby. 


In  addition  to  these  there  are  several  ladies'  colleges,  convents, 
seminaries,  and  commercial  colleges,  &c.,  which  are  independent  of 
Government  grants  and  control.  These,  I  have  had  occasion  to 
know,  are  doing  valuable  educational  work ;  and  are  not  only  use- 
ful in  supplying  a  demand,  but  in  sometimes  throwing  light  on 
problems  in  our  public  free  school  system. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Honor's  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 

Swperintendent  of  Education. 
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TABLE  Vn. 

Public  Schools;    Record  of  Visitation. 

WiH«a  TiMf. 

SuKMBB  Tim. 

COPNTY. 

f1, 

i 

} 

i. 

1*1 

i 

1. 

227 
428 
750 
235 
609 
216 
267 
368 
233 
253 
1219 
3U 
604 
645 
110 
354 
183 
408 
232 

93 
79 
104 
63 
142 
87 
59 
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100 
112 
92 
105 
105 
59 
33 
61 
64 
62 
103 

1369 
740 
2398 
1452 
2343 
1069 
1282 
1246 
1010 
1366 
2372 
1456 
2026 
2675 
447 
921 
895 
934 
1514 

172 
419 
680 
253 
371 
184 
255 
355 
101 
200 
1053 
195 
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379 
86 
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466 
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66 
82 
114 
139 
164 
66 
74 
166 
30 
114 
98 
108 
138 
156 
46 
63 
70 
3 
96 

1197 

967 

Cape  Breton 

1604 

Cumberlaod 

2203 

1460 

Halifax  County    

„   ■■        City 

1390 
625 

2452 

389 

Richmond        

1002 

Shelburae 

1131 

Victoria 

1008 

Total  1892 

"      1891  

7385 
8007 

1662 
1638 

27514 
29240 

6247 
6038 

1792 
1432 

27328 
25551 

Increase 

114 

1726' 

209 


360 

1777 

Decrease 

622 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS — TIlfE  IN  SiaBlON. 


_.^_Ii     lAp     Oft 
B|   liooqiie    JO    o.S 


'tpKiWln    JD  tflp 


i 


"■pjvjndp  JO  uXwp 


So£3S:SSXS$3£S£SS8S   S3 


S3SSSS3SSESii;:iK3Si8S   £ 


$S«;:SSSi3  :$!!S!;SSSSSS 


•i«s 


ESSSSSSSSSS^SSSSSS 


SaX3SS%S^S£3!^£SSSS!!  ^| 


SSXSitSiRS  iSSiE^SgSaiRS!   |g 


SSSiSSSi^SSSSSSSSRSI 


^llsl 


II 


pKililiillil 


22 


EXPENDITURE  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANT. 
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TABLE  XI 


Special  Government  Aid  to  Poor  Sections. 


County. 


Paid  by  GovemmeDt  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  Grants,  towards 
Salaries  of  Teachers  employed  in 
Poor  Sections. 


Winter  Term. 


Summer  Term. 


TOTAI^ 


Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Bigby    

Gaysboro 

xlAliIB«L  ••••••••  •*•. 

Hantu    

Inverness 

Kings    

Lanenborg    

Reton    

Queens 

Bichinond 

Sbelborne 

Victoria 

Tarnaooth     

Total,  1892 . . . . 
"      1891 . . . . 


Increase 
Decrease 


$103 
97 
90 

150 
78 

108 
63 
73 
65 
81 

117 

120 
75 
98 
55 
42 
80 
45 


70 
31 
52 
00 
71 
96 
46 
88 
02 
74 
35 
18 
12 
51 
72 
03 
47 
02 


SI 547  70 
1610  07 


62  37 


$158 

132 

110 

150 

170 

121 

87 

155 

113 

102 

143 

138 

90 

98 

71 

40 

82 

74 


57 
26 
33 
00 
34 
80 
13 
00 
18 
25 
18 
55 
86 
74 
82 
63 
11 
63 


$2041  11 
1887  14 


I 


$262  27 

229  67 
200  85 
300  00 
249  05 

230  76 
150  59 
228  88 
178  20 
183  99 
260  53 
258  73 
165  98 
196  98 
127  54 

82  66 
162  58 
119  65 


$3588  81 
3497  21 


153  97 


91  60 
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FOOB  SECTIONS — SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


TABLE  Xn. 


Poor  Sections — Special  County  Aid. 


MUNIdPALITIES. 

Number  of  these 

Seciiont 
having  Schools. 

Amount  of  County  Assessment  paid 

to  these  Schools  over  and  above 

ordinary  allowance. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Totol. 

Annapolis,  County  of 

Antigonish,       "         

Cape  Breton,    "         

Colchester,        "         

Cumberland,     "         

Digby,  District  of 

Clare, 

Guysboro',    "         

St  Mary's,    "         

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of  £ast  .... 
"            "          West.... 

Inverness,  County  of 

Kings,              "         

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin. 

Chester,  District  of 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens,         "         

Richmond,    "         

Shelbume,  District  of 

Barrington,       "           

Victoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

Argyle,             "            

13 

14 

16 

19 

15 

13 

3 

3 

5 

12 

7 

9 

13 

18 

10 

7 

12 

13 

9 

3 

2 

10 
7 
6 

23 

19 

18 

24 

24 

14 

6 

7 

5 

20 

12 

8 

13 

25 

14 

5 

'16 

13 

13 

2 

4 

10 

8 

6 

$79  17 

98  26 

110  07 

105  89 

105  52 

93  05 

25  41 

23  70 

39  51 

85  94 

45  ^ 

64  22 

79  21 

120  43 

69  17 
41  82 

70  91 
83  80 
70  43 
15  97 
12  41 
69  56 

45  51 

46  48 

1132  33 
121  81 

101  97 
139  38 
144  79 

93  05 
34  83 
46  56 
31  74 

134  63 
65  17 
56  51 
79  47 

164  73 
92  54 
34  06 

102  76 
92  93 
91  68 
14  43 
23  19 
67  67 
49  35 
40  85 

$211   50 
220  07 
212  04 
245  27 
250  31 
186  10 
60  24 

70  26 

71  25 
220  57 
111   12 
120  73 
158  68 
285  16 

161  71 
75  88 

173  67 
176  73 

162  11 
30  40 
35  60 

137  23 
94  86 
87  33 

Total,  1892.... 
"     1891 .... 

239 
236 

308 
295 

1602  39 
1601  48 

1956  43 
1936  83 

3558  82 
3538  31 

Increase 

3 

13 

.91 

19  60 

20  51 

Decrease 

APFOBTIOHHENT  OP  COUHTr  FUHD — WIMTSB  TBBH. 


TABLE  Xm. 


Apportionment  of  County  Fond  to  Tbdstees  fok  Winter 
Term  ended  April  30th,  1892. 
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TABLE  ZX. 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION. 

1892. 

Common  Schools 167,498  85 

Normal  School   6,995  00 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  3,090  00 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind   1,575  00 

Manual  Training  School   750  00 

County  Academies 12.976  18 

Inspection 13.050  00 

Expenses  (office)    1,265  59 

Salaries  (office) 4,200  00 

Examination 995  15 

School  of  Agriculture    1,569  76 

Travelling  ExpensenN.  S.  Pupils    758  55 

Government  Night  Schools 1,705  65 

S216.429  73 
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APPENDIX    A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


A.  H.  MacKat,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D., 
Sv^'t  of  Education,  Halifax,  N,  S. 

-Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of 
the  Provincial  Normal  School  as  follows  : — 

The  session  opened  on  Wednesday.  November  4th,  1891,  and 
closed  on  Thursday,  July  7th,  1892. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  was  one  hundred  and 
fourteen,  of  whom  sixty-four  attended  throughout  the  whole  session. 
The  average  attendance  was  twenty-eight  weeks.  Eighty-one 
students  were  awarded  diplomas,  twenty-one  receiving  a  diploma  of 
the  first-class,  and  sixty  a  diploma  of  the  second  class. 

The  Governor  General's  medals  were  awarded  as  follows  : — 

Ella  Rettie Silver  Medal. 

Clara  Willett " 

Naomi  Borden Bronze  Medal. 

E.  May  Hunter " 

Lamont  Givan "  " 

Prof.  A.  G.  MacDonald,  A.  M.,  who  had  been  appointed  on  the 
teaching  staff  of  the  Institution  during  the  preceding  year,  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  instructor  in  Mathematics  and  Physics  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session.  His  accurate  scholarship,  superior  teach- 
ing ability,  and  sound  judgment,  render  him  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  the  Institution. 

The  past  year  marks  the  close  of  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
Normal  School.  Its  curriculum  has  hitherto  embraced  both 
academic  and  professional  work.  Until  recently  the  double  function 
was  in  a  measure  necessary,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  facility  in 
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many  parts  of  the  Province  for  obtaining  the  scholarship  required 
for  the  various  grades  of  license.  Probably  in  no  feature  of  educa- 
tional work  has  Nova  Scotia  made  such  marked  progress  within  the 
past  few  years  as  in  the  development  of  its  high  schools,  so  that 
ample  opportunity  is  now  afforded  in  every  county  for  securing  the 
scholarship  demanded  of  our  teachers.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
Councl  of  Public  Instruction  has  very  properly  determined  to 
eliminate  much  of  the  academic  work  from  the  Normal  School 
curriculum,  and  restrict  the  Institution  more  closely  to  its  legitimate 
function  of  a  training  school.  The  friends  of  the  Institution  and  of 
education,  must  hail  this  measure  as  a  most  important  step  in 
advance.  In  taking  leave  of  the  old  order  of  things,  I  have  thought 
it  not  out  of  place  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  some  of  its  leading 
features. 

The  Provincial  Normal  School  probably  owes  its  existence  in  so 
far  as  the  inception  of  the.  idea  is  concerned,  to  Sir  Wm.  Dawson^ 
the  first  incumbent  of  that  office  which  you,  sir,  ho  worthily  fill. 
He  strongly  urged  on  the  government  of  the  day,  two  measures  for 
the  betterment  of  the  educational  system  of  the  Province, — a 
Normal  School  for  the  professional  training  of  teachers,  and  Free 
Schools,  supported  in  large  measure  by  assessment.  His  recom- 
mendation for  a  Normal  School  was  adopted  with  little  delay,  but 
the  idea  of  Free  Schools  was  deemed  too  revolutionary,  and  it 
required  another  decade  with  careful  nurture  for  development 
before  it  could  be  realized. 

The  Normal  School  was  opened  in  November  1855.  The  first 
building  was  of  mean  proportions  and  unimposing  appearance. 
The  total  cost  of  land  and  structure  was  only  about  S66000.  But 
the  day  of  small  things  was  not  to  be  despised,  and  the  friends  of 
educational  progress  recognized  in  the  establishment  of  the  Institu- 
tion the  beginning  of  a  new  and  better  era  in  the  common  school 
education  of  the  Province. 

Thirty-seven  years  have  completed  their  circles  since  first  the 
doors  of  the  Normal  School  were  open  for  the  reception  of  students. 
During  these  years  4,630  students  have  been  enrolled  on  its  Register^ 
making  a  yearly  average  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  Taking 
into  consideration  that  during  these  years  attendance  at  Normal 
School  was  entirely  at  the  option  of  those  who  were  seeking  for 
license  to  teach  in  our  public  schools,  and  that  the  graduates  of  the 
institution  enjoyed  no  special  privileges  and  received  no  consideration 
or  recognition  above  otheis,  this  attendance  shows  a  good  degree 
of  enterprise  among  the  teachets,  and  of  appreciation  on  their  part  of 
the  merits  of  the  school.  On  the  wl  ole,  I  think  our  graduates  have 
most  creditably  maintained  the  honor  of  the  Institution  and  have 
boTne  an  important  part  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  our  schools, 
and  in  the  uplifting  of  our  educational  ideal  to  a  higher  plane.  Often, 
especially  in  the  earlier  years,  their  work  was  little  appreciated. 
Their  ignoring  of  the  a  b  c  as  a  necessary  first  step  in  reading,  their 
object  lessons,  their  new  methods  of  teaching,  their  singing,  march- 
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ing,  and  other  new-fangled  notions,  were  too  radical  to  suit  the 
conservative  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  old  school.  Often  they  were 
able  to  secure  toleration  only  by  toning  down  and  tempering  their 
methods  and  tactics  to  the  measure  of  forbearance  or  endurance 
which  their  patrons  were  disposed  to  exercise.  After  a  useful  period 
of  service  in  the  school  room  many  of  our  graduates  have  exchanged 
their  vocation  for  some  other  honorable  pursuit.  They  may  be  found 
to-day  among  those  who  guide  the  affairs  of  State  around  our  Coun- 
cil BcArd  and  in  our  Legislative  Halls,  or  they  hold  high  rank  among 
oar  farmers,  our  clergy,  our  physicians,  and  our  lawyers ;  many  of 
them  are  in  other  and  distant  lands  as  missionaries  of  the  Qospel,  or 
while  changing  their  country  they  still  hold  to  the  old  business  as 
teachers  of  the  young.  To  one  and  all.  wherever  and  however  em- 
ployed, the  Normal  School  bears  them  kindly  feeling  and  sends  them 
cordial  greeting. 

For  over  thirteen  years,  from  its  opening  until  April  1869,  Rev. 
Alexander  Forrester,  D.  D.,  presided  over  the  Institution.  Possessing 
broad  and  advanced  views  as  to  the  true  character  of  education 
beyond  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  his  time,  he  gave  effect  to  his  noble 
thoughts  by  a  fine  presence,  by  grace  of  manner,  and  by  an  indefinable 
persuasive  power.  But  perhaps  his  great  source  of  power  lay  in  his 
glowing  enthusiasm  and  inspiring  personality.  He  kindled  a  fire  in 
the  heart  of  many  a  student  who  carried  a  benign  influence  to  the 
remotest  corners  of  the  land.  Dr.  Forrester  had  no  holidays.  His 
vacation  was  simply  an  exchange  of  the  narrow  confines  of  the  class 
room  for  the  wider  field  of  the  whole  Province ;  he  exchanged  his 
class  of  pupil  teachers  for  the  parents  and  others  whom  he  could  call 
together  at  every  important  centre  throughout  the  Province.  The 
fruits  of  his  labor  came  in  the  fullness  of  time  when  our  free  schools 
made  the  blessing  of  education  available  to  every  child  in  the 
Province. 

There  has  been  considerable  development  in  the  original  equipment 
and  staff  of  the  Institution.  The  building  now  occupied  is  a  stone 
and  brick  structure  of  fine  appearance,  as  shown  by  the  cut  given  in 
your  report  of  this  year.  The  Faculty  has  been  increased  from  three 
regular  instructors  to  twice  that  number.  We  have  also  a  Model 
School  of  two  different  departments  and  a  Kindergarten  in  the  Nor- 
mal School  Building. 

I  have  been  looking  backwards.  What  of  the  future  ?  Without 
detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  work  of  the  Normal  School  in  the 
past,  I  feel  assured  that  something  better  should  be  expected  in  the 
years  to  come.  Improved  conditions  of  working  widen  the  possi- 
bilities, and  cannot  fail  to  secure  higher  achievement.  The  students 
will  enter  upon  their  professional  work  with  the  advantage  of 
higher  scholarship  and  the  increased  mental  discipline  which  comes 
from  the  acquisition  of  that  scholarship,  and  so  they  will  be  the 
better  prepared  for  the  comprehension  of  pedagogical  principles  and 
for  the  attainment  of  practical  skill  in  teaching. 
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I  am  not  prepared,  however,  to  say  that  henceforth  we  should 
withhold  all  efforts  to  advance  the  scholarship  of  our  students.  By 
no  means.  The  Institution  will  no  longer  be  a  mill  to  grind  crude 
material  into  some  approach  to  shapeliness  and  due  proportion. 
But  there  will  be  need  of  careful  attention  to  scholarship.  Students 
will  come  to  us,  it  is  true,  duly  accredited  from  the  Academy,  and 
with  their  certificate  of  scholarship  signed  by  government 
o6Scials ;  but  these  certificates  will  be  based  on  a  general  average  of 
qualifications,  and  they  may  be  held  by  students  of  low  attainments 
in  some  branches  of  the  curriculum.  That  this  is  probable  is  shown 
by  a  "  Summary  of  Marks "  now  before  me  obtained  by  a  recent 
applicant  for  a  license  of  Class  C.  The  "Rectified  Average  "^  is 
57.3,  while  the  average  on  the  three  subjects  Geography,  History  of 
British  America,  and  British  History  is  25.  It  must  be  the  duty  of 
the  Faculty  to  search  out  defects  and  strengthen  what  is  weak. 

'  Indeed  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our  professional  course  should 
require  students  to  review  every  subject  of  the  Common  School 
curriculum.  Normal  School  students  need  to  look  at  these  subjects 
from  the  teacher's  stand-point.  As  learners  they  may  have  traversed 
the  whole  field  of  a  subject,  but  they  have  never  analyzed  the  pro- 
cesses by  which  they  acquired  their  knowledge,  and  they  have  for- 
gotten the  steps  by  which  they  reached  their  present  position. 
Probably  they  never  clearly  apprehended  the  relation  of  these  steps 
to  each  other.  Standing  in  the  clear  light  of  present  knowledge, 
they  simply  know  what  they  know ;  but  do  not  know  how  they 
know.  May  it  not  be  that  profound  knowledge  may  sometimes  be 
a  cause  of  failure  in  the  art  of  teaching  ?  Through  processes  of 
thought  the  deeply  learned  student  has  travelled  far  away  from 
concrete  facts,  and  now  regards  his  abstract  generalizations  as 
simple  truths  which  every  body  should  understand  as  well  as  he 
does.  The  very  brilliancy  of  the  light  in  which  he  stands  may  so 
blind  him  to  his  educational  history  that  he  does  not  see  that  path 
by  which  he  felt  his  way  in  the  dim  light  of  the  early  morning. 
Hence  the  candidate  for  the  teacher's  office  needs  to  review  his 
knowledge  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  its  historic  development 
in  his  own  mind,  and  to  mark  the  successive  steps  by  which  he 
reached  his  present  standpoint.  His  future  work  also  requires  that 
he  study  the  educational  values  of  the  various  subjects  for  purposes 
of  mental  discipline,  and  note  how  these  values  may  vary  according 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  subject  is  presented. 

Then  I  think  that  the  Normal  School  should  aim  to  develop  the 
love  of  study  and  to  inspire  its  students  with  higher  ideals.  For 
these  purposes  I  should  feel  inclined  to  emphasize  the  study  of  nat- 
ural science  and  English  literature,  seeking  in  the  one  field  to  develop 
some  degree  of  facility  in  laboratory  work  and  original  investigation, 
and  in  the  other  to  develop  a  literary  taste  and  broader  views  of 
human  interests. 

The  well-equipped  teacher  needs  to  know  something  of  everything 
and  everything  of  something.     The  Normal  School  probably  cannot 
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give  him  this  outfit.  It  ought  to  wake  him  up  and  stimulate  him 
to  keep  his  eyes  open.  Every  school  section  has  its  individuality  of 
character  and  needs  special  qualifications  in  its  teacher,  which  can  be 
acquired  only  on  its  own  ground.  Tbe  Normal  School  should  give 
the  teacher  the  Key  of  Knowledge  by  awakening  his  perceptions 
and  making  him  responsive  to  his  environment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  CALKIN. 
-A^oi-maZ  School,  Truro,  N.  flf.,  Dec.  31, 1892. 
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STUDENTS  OF  SESSION,  1801-'02. 

AWARDED  FIRST  CLASS  DIPLOMAS. 


Bently,  Janie Upper  Stewiacke,  •  • . .  Colchester. 

Bordeu,  George  L Berwick, Kings. 

Calnek,  Matilda Granville  Centre,   ....  Annapolis. 

Freeman,  Binney  S Montague Kings. 

Morton,  Howard  A New  Germany  ....*...  Lunenburg. 

Macaskill,  John  J Little  Narrows   Victoria. 

Macdonald,  Wm  H.    .....   Truro, Colchester. 

Morris,  Sadie Walton,    Hants. 

McNeil,  Emily  E Gore,     Hants. 

Mullins,  Jennie  E Liverpool,    Queens. 

MacKenzie,  Annie  H New  Glasgow Pictou. 

Murray,  Sadie  A New  Glasgow, Pictou. 

Rettie,  Ella Truro Colchester. 

Shaw,  Arthur  M Middleton,   Annapolis. 

Smith,  Eva  C Salmon  River,  ...    . .  Halifax. 

Schaffner,  Gertrude Truro, Colchester. 

Sommerville,  Jennie Truro, Colchester. 

Stapleton,  Wm Hartford, Cumberland. 

Woodland,  George  H Wallace, Cumberland. 

Webber,  Eva  A ("hester Lunenburg. 

Willett,  Clara  E Tupperville,   Annapolis. 


AWARDED  SECOND  CLASS  DIPLOMAS. 


Anderson,  Jennie Musquodoboit    Harbor,  Halifax. 

Anthony,  Bertha Kennetcook, Hants. 

Bradshaw,  Frank Nictaux Annapolis. 

Beattie,  Robt Amherst, Cumberland. 

Borden,  Naomi Port  Williams, Kings. 

Burris,  Mary Upper     Musquodoboit,  Halifax. 

Black,  Florence  J.   Amherst, Cumberland. 

Boyle,  Hugh  C Strathlorne,       Inverness. 

Cunningham,  Wm.  A Tatainagouche,    . .      .  .    Colchester. 

Coleman,  Edna  F LakevilJe,    Kinj^s. 

Collie,  Ezelia  Alice Milton, Queens. 

Carman,  Laura  F. . . . .  •  •  • .  Bedford, Halifax. 
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Cook,  Clara Oay's  River, Colchester. 

Creelman,  Maad Masstown, Colchester. 

Daniels,  Teresa  M. Liverpool,    Queens. 

Davidson,  Milton  D Aylesford,   Kings. 

Davison,  George  W Woodville, Hants. 

Freeman,  Kate  K Milton Queens. 

Oivan,  Lament    Port  Williams, Kings. 

Hopkins,  Florence Centre  Rawdon Hants. 

Hennigar,  Edith Canning,   Kings. 

Hunter,  E.  May     ......  Springhill,    . .  Cumberland. 

Hiltz,  Ida  J Chester, Lunenburg. 

Hiltz,  Jessie  L. Chester Lunenburg. 

Johnson,  Hattie  M Qreenfield, Colchester. 

Keith,  Ethel    ...     Advocate  Harbor, ....  Cumberland. 

Kirkpatrick,  Lottie  B. . . .  Aylesford,   Kings. 

Lewis,  Gertrude   Truro Colchester. 

Lightbody,  Maggie   Belmont Colchester. 

McGillivray,  Angus  J Dunmaglas, Antigonish. 

McLeod,  Bessie  J New  Lairg Pictou. 

Miller,  Alice  L.   Folly  Village, Colchester. 

McCully,  Juliet  Truro, Colchester. 

McElhinney,  Mary  A Masstown,  Colchester. 

Macdonald,  Anna  M N.  E.  Margaree, Inverness. 

Morehouse,  Lottie  G Centerville, I^ighy. 

Moffat,  Clara  L Little  Bras'  d'Or, Cape  Breton. 

McNeill,  Bessie  J Berwick, Kings. 

Nicolson,  Jennie   Gulf  Shore,  . .    Cumberland. 

Oxley,  Priscilla Springhill, Cumberland. 

Patterson,  Maggie Tatamagouche,      Colchester. 

Purdy,  Annie  M.   Springhill,   Cumberland. 

Park,  Ltbbie       .      Beaver  Brook, Colchester. 

Payzanc,  Lucille  E  ......  Windsor  Forks, Hants. 

Ross,  M.  Janetta Piedmont,    Pictou. 

Reid,  Abbie  J M.  Musquodoboit,     . . .  Halifax. 

Reid,  Nancy  A M.  Musquodoboit,  ....  Halifax. 

Rass,  Maggie Cow  Bay,    Cape  Breton. 

Stephens,  Laura Walton,    Hants. 

Sutherland,  Mary  G Truro,      Colchester. 

Smith,  Daisy   Shinimicas,  ......  Cumberland. 

Schotield,  Florence Vesuvius,     ,  . .  Kings. 

Smith,  Edith     Walton,    Hants. 

Taylor,  Lillie  Jane Lower  Onslow,   Colchester. 

Tingley,  Gussie  M Amherst Cumberland. 

Wilson,  Florence  B Windsor  Junction,. . . .  Halifax. 

Wilson,  E^na  H Truro, Colchester. 

Webber,  Emily Chester Lunenburg. 

Webber,  Bessie  A New  Germany, Lunenburg. 

Zinck,  Ella Lunenburg, Lunenburg. 
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AWARDED  D.  CERTIFICATE. 


Armstrong,  Mer  tie Port  Med  way ....  ....  Queens. 

Blair,  Carrie  T  Truro Colchester. 

Grant,  Stella Hardwood   Land  . . .  •  Hants. 

Higgins,  A.  Alice Central  Onslow   . .    . .  Colchester. 

Johnson,  Addie  C    K  Mountain Colchester. 

Lindsay,  Cora  M Belmont Colchester. 

Lindsay,  Lizzie  B Belmont   Colchester. 

Pearson,  Frances  E Truro    Colchester. 

Sibley,  Susan  J.  E L.    Meagher's  Grant . .  Halifax. 

Taylor,  Georgie  Lower   Onslow    Colchester. 


GRADUATES  OF  FORMER  YEARS. 


Carty,  Maggie  E    .  .   Deep  Brook Annapolis. 

Sinclair,  Alice  M N.  E.  Lochaber Antigonish. 


COURSE  UNCOMPLETED. 


Bigney,   Ada Truro  Colchester. 

Belfontain,   Cecelia West  Chezzetcook  ....  Halifax. 

Blair,  i  dith    Onslow    Colchester.. 

Blanchard,  Fred.  A Truro Colchchter. 

Cruickshank,   Libbie Sunny  Brae ....  Pictou. 

Ferguson,  Creighton   Hardwood   Land Hants. 

Kempton,  Enos Milton Queens. 

Lyons,   Mamie   J Onslow . .     Colchester. 

Mack,  Edward  E Mill  Village Queens. 

McLean,  M.  Alena W*eston Kings. 

McKeen,  Gussie     Melrose Guysboro*. 

McQuien,  Mary  S Kewstone  ....   ...     . .  Inverness. 

McMillan,  Christina Whycocomah Inverness. 

Mcintosh,  Julia   Truro Colchester. 

McMulIen,Teressa   ...  ...     Truro Colchester. 

Nelson,  Blanche    Truro   ...    Colchester. 

Purdy    Fanny   Wallace Cumberland. 

Reid,  Mageie  D Greenfield    Colchester. 

Rutherford,  Maggie   M.  Stewiacke Colchester. 

Taylor,  Minnie L.  Onslow      Colchester. 

Winchester,  Maggie  R   . . .   Joggin   Bridge Digby. 

Total  number  enrolled 114 

Number  awarded  First-Class  Diplomas 21 

Second-Class       "        60 

Third-Class  Certificate 10 

Former  Graduates ....    2 

Number  whose  course  is  not  completed  21 
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APPENDIX  B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the 
Western  District,  a  petition  was  presented  for  the  division  of  a 
section  which  has  seldom  made  an  average  daily  attendance  of  30. 
The  principal  reason  given  b}*  the  petitioners  was  that  some  of  the 
children  were  obliged  to  walk  three  miles  to  attend  school. 

The  Board,  recognizing^  the  importance  of  following  the  Regula- 
tions of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  vie.,  "  That  such  bounds 
should  always  be  determined  upon  as  will  enable  the  people  of  all 
the  sections  to  educate  their  children  in  the  most  eOScient  and 
economical  manner,  which  can  be  attained  only  by  means  of  large 
school  sections, "  refused  to  grant  the  petition. 

The  action  is  to  be  commended,  for  it  is  certainly  better  for 
children  to  walk  2  or  3  miles  to  a  good  school  than  to  have  an  in- 
ferior  one  at  their  very  door.  But  so  strong  is  the  prejudice  in 
favour  of  a  school  near  at  hand  that  there  is  not  a  single  instance 
in  my  experience  of  twenty-one  years  where  the  Commissioners 
have  been  asked  to  unite  sections,  although  we  have  in  this  county 
Jive  very  weak  and  small  ones  which  are  so  situated  that  they  could 
be  advantageously  united  to  adjoining  sections,  thus  enabling  all 
the  children  within  their  bounds  to  attend  a  good  school  the  year 
round.  For  example,  we  have  two  small  sections  where  the  one 
cannot  average*  more  than  8,  even  for  the  summer  months,  and  the 
other  gives  for  the  **  No.  of  children  in  the  section  from  5  to  15 
years  of  age"  as  24.  If  they  were  united  we  should  have  a  school 
making  an  average  of  25  or  30,  and  not  a  child  would  be  compelled 
to  walk  more  than  2^  miles.  Another  instance  occurs  where  two 
school-houses  are  located  within  one  hundred  rods  of  each  other. 
The  "  No.  of  children  in  these  sections  from  5  to  15  years  of  age" 
is  35,  and  the  average  of  daily  attendance  26.  "The  dever  a 
Boards  of  Commissioners  have  power  to  unite  two  or  more  school 
sections  into  one  school  section,  on  a  petition  of  a  majority  of  the 
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ratepayers  of  each  section."  If  discretionary  power  could  be  vested 
in  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners,  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
"the  Ck)uncil  of  Public  Instruction,  some  of  our  poor  schools  would 
become  efficient  and  a  considerable  amount  could  be  saved,  not  only 
in  Halifax  county,  but,  I  am  quite  sure  in  other  districts. 

Houses  Erected  in  the  Western  District. 

East  Dover,  notwithstanding  the  hard  times,  caused  by  the  failure 
of  6»h,  during  the  past  season,  has  now  a  large  and  convenient 
liouse  capable  of  accommodating. 60  pupils.  This  is  in  striking  con- 
trast with  West  Dover  section  where  they  have  been  allowed  for 
all  these  years  the  use  of  a  building  which  never  was  fit  for  a  pub- 
lic school  house  and  must  be  condemned.  The  African  section  near 
Hammond's  Plains,  by  the  aid  of  sixty  dollars  from  the  County 
Fund,  will  have  ready  for  occupation  by  the  Ist  of  April,  a  school- 
house  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  settlement. 

Montague,  wisely  taking  advantage  of  the  gold  boom,  has  also 
provided  a  thoroughly  good  house. 

Chezzetcook,  No.  65,  has  made  extensive  repairs,  so  that  with  the 
l^raded  school-house  in  the  Grand  Desert  section.  No.  65^,  this 
French  Settlement  has  excellent  school  accommodation  for  240  chil- 
dren.   No.  65  has  the  finest  and  largest  school  grounds  in  the  county. 

The  East  Dover,  Montague,  Cow  Bay  and  Chezzetcook  houses  are 
furnished  with  approved  patent  desks. 

Lower  Jeddore,  West,  in  the  Eastern  District,  has  now  a  school- 
house  in  keeping  with  this  enterprising  community. 

Ecuxn  Secum,  situate  110  miles  east  of  Halifax,  has  at  lasta  suita- 
hie  house,  ready  for  November  1st. 

Several  of  the  poorest  houses  have  been  repaired.  On  the  whole 
Halifax  County  has  done  well  in  providing  school-houses  and  voting 
supplies  for  the  support  of  schools  ;  but  in  school  apparatus  all  are 
AOt  up  to  the  standard. 

School  Work. 

Dr.  Philbrick,  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Boston  for 
twenty-eight  years,  in  his  last  report  says ; — 

"  In  the  management  of  educational  affairs  the  chief  problem  is  to 
secure  good  teachers.  All  other  parts  of  the  business  are  of  second- 
ary importance.  It  is  through  the  immediate  agency  of  teachers 
that  other  educational  provisions  and  appliarces  are  put  to  use  for 

"the  attainments  of  the  desired  ends.  Bence  the  principal  test  of  the 
cnerita  of  a  school  system  is  found  in  the  character  and  qualifications 

-iCf  the  teachers  in  its  service." 
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Grant  that  the  "  teacher  makes  the  school,"  and  in  no  way  can 
we  give  a  better  idea  of  the  improvement  of  our  public  schools  than 
by  following  the  examinations  of  candidates  for  licenses  from  year 
to  year.  I  have  had  as  assistant  examiner  for  several  years,  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  been  familiar  with  the  examination  work  since  the 
inception  of  our  Common  School  system.  During  the  July  exami- 
nations of  1892,  when  upwards  of  one  hundred  candidates  of  all 
grades,  from  D  to  A,  were  earnestly  at  work,  losing  not  a  minute  of 
time,  he  called  my  attention  to  the  many  points  and  incidents  that 
gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  improvement  in  those  who  are  to 
carry  on  that  noble  work  of  developing  mind  and  upbuilding  char- 
acter, on  the  success  of  which  the  future  prosperity  of  our  country 
mainly  depends.  No  thoughtful  person  could  observe  those  young 
people,  so  painstaking,  so  concentrated  in  their  attention  to  the  work 
in  hand,  without  seeing  a  proof  of  the  value  of  our  schools  in  the 
past,  and  hope  for  their  increasing  excellence  in  the  future. 

The  grades  of  the  133  teachers  who  taught  the  5246  pupils  for 
the  winter  term,  were  as  follows  : 

Grade  A 1 

"       B 8 

"       C 74 

"       D 50 

The  151  teachers,  in  charge  of  5,896  pupils  for  the  summer  term^ 
were  : 

Grade  A 1 

"       B 11 

"       0 81 

"•     D 58 

The  primaiy  teachinor  is  greatly  improved,  and  is  especially  to  be- 
marked  in  those  who  have  had  Normal  School  training,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  model  Kindergarten  in  Truro. 

The  teaching  is  less  mechanical,  more  sympathetic,  and  therefore 
better  adapted  to  the  infant  mind  and  more  calculated  to  arouse  and 
develop. 

Readivg  is  taught  far  more  skillfully  and  by  better  methods,  and 
perhaps  the  status  of  a  school  cannot  be  more  correctly  estimated, 
if  only  one  branch  could  be  taken,  than  by  a  reading  lesson.  Thia 
would  apply  to  all  grades,  for  the  bright  teacher  can  take  the  short 
exercises  of  the  Primer  and  by  intelligent  treatment  give  the  child 
a  vivid  sense  of  language,  as  the  vehicle  of  thought  and  feeling. 

British  American  History  is  taught  in  all  of  our  schools,  so  that 
a  majority  of  those  who  are  in  the  6th  and  7th  grades  have  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  our  country  as  given  in  Calkin's  book» 
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Arithmetic  in  the  subject  in  which  o)ir  schools  are  comparatively 
-stroDg. 

Oeagraphy  in  several  of  the  schools  is  admirably  taught. 

TemperaTice  is  receiving  attention,  which  depends  very  much  on 
the  personal  estimate  of  its  importance  by  the  teacher  ;  but  as  we 
have  several  teachers,  who  are  ardent  temperance  advocates,  much 
faithful  instruction  which  has  already  borne  good  fruit  has  been 
given.  While,  of  course,  the  teacher  should  know  enough  to 
give  valuable  oral  lessons,  it  is  desirable  that  some  suitable  text 
book  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils.  This  book  should  be 
accurate  in  statement,  moderate  in  tone,  and  quite  low  in  price,  so 
that  it  may  be  within  reach  of  our  poorest  sections. 

The  Tobacco  Act,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  the  provisions 
of  this  act  and  the  laws  against  intemperance  should  be  carefully 
-explained  to  the  children,  so  that  a  correct  public  opinion  on  the 
improper  use  of  narcotic  stimulants  may  be  formed  in  the  school- 
room, in  order  that  it  may  become  a  seed  bed  of  progress  and  moral 
reform.  In  Nov.,  1892,  Mr.  Craig,  Grade  A,  was  appointed  Principal 
of  the  Dartmouth  schools,  but  at  the  end  of  the  term  he  was  chosen 
by  the  government  to  succeed  Inspector  Lay,  in  District  No.  10. 

Mr.  Miller,  also  Grade  A,  is  now  Principal,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  doing  High  School  work  in  Dartmouth  for  the 
future. 

The  Kindergarten  under  Miss  Hamilton  is  not  only  doing  well 
itself,  but  is  a  source  of  influence  in  other  departments. 

City  Schools.  During  the  months  of  March  and  April  I  visited 
the  most  of  these  schools,  but  in  September  and  October  I  denied 
myself  this  pleasure  and  took  the  time  journeying  from  section  to 
section,  for  the  second  time  in  the  term,  in  order  to  advise  with 
teachers  in  regard  to  the  new  regulations.  I  only  wish  that  I  could 
have  reached  every  section  of  the  county,  more  especially  as  the 
-Journal  of  Education  containing  a  copy  of  the  new  regulations,  was 
unavoidably  somewhat  late  in  reaching  the  sections. 

The  work  done  in  the  city  schools  is  improving  from  year  to  year 
in  range  and  efficiency.  The  primary  schools  are  admirable  in 
method  and  spirit.  The  best  of  them  are  in  line  with  the  Kinder- 
garten. 

The  High  School  is  increasingly  attractive  to  our  bright  pupils  of 
the  county  schools.     Bedford  has  been  yery  fortunate  in  the  pupils 
who  have  attended  from  time  to  time  the  High  School  examina- 
tions.     Two  of  the  five  candidates  who  went  through  with  the  A 
•examination  at  the  Halifax  station  were  from  this  section. 
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The  Manual  Training  depi^rtmeni  is,  as  elsewhere,  realizing  tbe- 
expectations  of  its  advocates,  and  making  converts  of  those  who,  at 
first,  were  not  in  favor  of  it. 

Halifax  is  in  the  path  of  progress,  and  may  be  proud  of  her  sys- 
tem which,  although  not  of  long  standing,  is  thotoughly  well  organ- 
ized, so  that  a  child  beginning  in  the  kindergartens  may  pass  through 
all  the  grades  of  most  excellent  common  schools,  take  a  thorough 
course  in  the  high  schools,  and  then,  having  taken  a  degree  in  Arts^ 
may  finish  with  special  training  in  one  of  the  professions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours  respectfully, 

H.  CONDON. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D., 
Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 

H.  H.  Macintosh,  Inspector. 
Sir, — 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  on  the  Public  Schools- 
of  Lunenburg  and  Queens  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  ]892. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  Educational  affairs,  in  this  district,  have^ 
been  working  very  smoothly  and  satisfactorily  the  past  year.  The 
Qold  River  difficulty  has  at  last  been  settled,  and  instead  of  strife 
and  contention  we  -have  now  two  fine  new  school  houses,  and  a 
registered  attendance  of  over  one  hundred  pupils  enjoying  school 
privileges,  from  which  they  have  been  deprived  for  the  last  four 
years. 

Two  new  sections  have  been  organized  during  the  year.  Lower 
Woodstock  and  Gold  River,  South,  making  191  sections  in  the  dis- 
trict, 145  in  Lunenburg  County  and  46  in  Queens  County.  Thp>re 
is  now,  in  the  entire  district,  only  one  small  settlement  without 
school,  viz..  Upper  Woodstock,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  school -house  built 
in  thi.^  section  next  summer. 

The  following  tables  comparing  the  attendance  of  the  present  year 
with  that  of  1891,  show  a  steady  increase : 
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Lunenburg  County. 


WiNTSR  TkBM. 


Summer  Term. 


No.  of       No.  of  Pupils 
Schools.     ;  registered. 

No.  of 
Schools. 

No.  Pupils 
r^fistered. 

Total  number 

of  Pupils 
during   year. 

1891 

1892 

156* 
161 

6197 
6364 

152 
155 

5755 
5837 

7351 
7433 

Increase . . 

5 

167 

3 

82 

82 

Queens  County. 


1891 

1892 

50 
54 

1875 
1937 

56 
53 

1980 
1831 

2364 
2286 

Increase . . 
Decrease . . 

* 

62 

3 

149 

78 

Lunenburg  County. 

1891.  Grand  total  atteDcIance,  Winter  term 415,462 

1892.  "  "  "         413,608 


Decrease. 1,854 

1891.  Grand  total  attendance,  Summer  term 352.782 

1892.  "  "  "  362,747 


Increase 9,965 

Increase  in  grand  total  attendance  1892,  over  1891 8.111 


QueeKs  County. 

1891.  Grand  total  attendance,  winter  term 124,026 

1892.  "  "  "         126,645 

Increase 2,619 

1891.  Grand  total  attendance,  summer  term 126,482 

1892.  "  "  "         121,262 

Decrease    5,220 

Decrease  in  grand  total  attendance,  1892,  from  that 

of  1891    2,601 

Increase   in   prand    total    attendance — Lun,   and 

Queens,  1892,  over  1891    5,510 
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TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 

WINTER  TERM. 

A  B  C  D 

Lunen)3urg  Co 1  10  69  81 

Queens  "   2  4  32  16 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Lunenburg  Co 1  8         '66  80 

Queens  "   2  6  30  15 

SALARIES. 

The  average  annual  salaries  of  teachers,  from  all  sources,  are  given 
below,  principals  of  academies  not  included  : — 

Lunenburg  Co.       Queens  Co. 

Males,    Grade    B $477.64 $471.64 

C 221.23 248.73 

D 170.82 164.82 

Females,  Grade  B. .      $268.31 $277.98 

C 216.23 213.73 

D 164.82 158.32 


« 

IC 


It 

IC 


Compared  with  last  year,  there  is  quite  an  increase  in  the  salaries 
paid  first  class  males — the  others  remain  nearly  the  same. 

Improvenienta, — Seven  new  school-houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year,  viz. :  Garden  Lots,  Blue  Rock^,  Chester  Basin,  Gold  River 
North,  Gold  River  South,  Lower  Woodstock  and  North  River. 
The  two,  first  mentioned,  are  fine  large  buildings,  thoroughly  built, 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  have  separate  entrances  and  lobbies, 
supplied  with  patent  seats  and  desks  and  are,  without  exception,  the 
best  buildings  of  their  class  in  the  district. 

The  others  are  well  suited  to  their  respective  sections  and  supply 
long  felt  wants.  Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  in  a  number  of 
sections,  and  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  outbuildings  are  receiving 
more  attention  than  formerly.  Under  this  head  may  be  mentioned 
Bridgewater,  improvement  to  school  grounds ;  Fauxbourg,  Upper 
Northfield,  Fancy's,  Greenfield,  Pleasant  River  and  Port  Mouton, 
repairs  to  buildings. 

Something  is  being  done,  from  year  to  year,  towards  fencing  and 
improving  the  school  grounds  in  country  sections  but  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done. 

Apparatus. — While  a  few  sections  are  still  deficient  in  this 
respect,  yet  as  a  general  rule,  sufficient  apparatus  is  at  hand  for  the 
4ise  of  the  efficient  teacher.    Scarcity  of  maps,  particularly  of  the 
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Dominion  and  Maritime  Provinces,  was  a  great  drawback;  but 
within  the  last  two  years,  this  has  been  remedied  to  a  great  extent, 
^o  that  now  nearly  every  school  is  fairly  well  supplied. 

Teachers. — We  have  had,  during  the  past  year,  a  large  number  of 
good  teachers,  a  larger  number  of  fair  teachers  and  quite  a  number 
of  poor  ones.  All,  I  think,  have  done  the  best  they  could. 
The  failures  were  largely  the  result  of  lack  of  experience  and  prac- 
tical training.  More  Normal  School  teachers  have  been  employed 
in  this  district  during  1892  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  I  trust 
that  the  amended  "Regulations  regarding  Licenses"  will  induce  a 
great  many  more  to  obtain  a  Normal  training.  Teachers  change 
less  frequently  than  in  former  years,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
one  term  system  will  lessen  this  evil  still  more. 

Course  of  Study. — The  course  of  study  is  being  better  understood 
and  modified  to  suit  circumstances,  every  year.  When  a  teacher,  at 
all  capable,  has  been  in  the  same  school  for  a  number  of  terms,  we 
generally  find  that  school  well  classified  and  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  course.  The  oral  work  does  not  receive  full  attention  in  our 
miscellaneous  schools,  yet  good  results  are  to  be  daily  observed 
from  what  has  been  attempted. 

School  Svijects, — Reading  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Not  more  than 
10  per  cent,  of  our  miscellaneous  schools  have  what  I  consider  good 
reading,  and  in  over  50  per  cent,  it  is  decidedly  poor. 

More  interest  is  being  taken  in  penmanship,  and  the  improvement 
in  the  writing  of  pupils  the  past  year  has  been  marked. 

Arithmetic,  one  of  the  most  important  branches,  and  one  which 
takes  up  more  time  than  any  other  in  the  course,  was  for  a  long 
tim«  unsatisfactory.  I  spent  considerable  time  trying  to  impress 
upon  teachers  the  necessity  of  making  the  Arithmetic  practical  and 
of  attaining  to  quickness  and  correctness  in  figures.  The  result  has 
certainly  been  encouraging,  and  in  this  subject,  at  least,  we  may  say 
good  work  has  been  done. 

Grammar,  Geography  and  History  are  taught  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  in  all  the  schools  and  with  varying  success.  Teachers  are 
gradually  finding  out  that  more  oral  instruction  and  less  text-book 
give  best  results. 

High  Schools, — The  Lunenburg  and  Liverpool  Academies  have 
had  a  prosperous  year,  and  the  candidates  for  licenses  from  these 
schools  were  more  than  ordinarily  successful.  All  the  departments 
of  the  common  schools  in  connection  with  these  institutions  are 
under  trained  and  experienced  teachers,  and  do  excellont  work. 

The  Bridgewater  and  Mahone  Bay  schools  are  also  in  fine  con- 
edition  and  increasing  every  year  in  efficiency  and  attendance.     The 
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TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 

WINTER  TERM. 

A  B  C  D 

Lunenburg  Co 1  10  69  81 

Queens  "   2  4  32  16 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Lunenburg  Co 1  8  '66  80 

Queens  "   2  6  30  15 

SALARIES. 

The  average  annual  salaries  of  teachers,  from  all  sources,  are  given 
below,  principals  of  academies  not  included  : — 

Lunenburg  Co.       Queens  Co, 

Males,    Grade    B $477.64 $47L64 

C 221.23 248.73 

D 170.82 164.82 

Females,  Grade  B. .      $268.31 .$277.98 

C 216.23 213.73 

D 164.82 158.32 


11 


Compared  with  last  year,  there  is  quite  an  increase  in  the  salaries 
paid  first  class  males — the  others  remain  nearly  the  same. 

Improvements. — Seven  new  school-houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year,  viz. :  Garden  Lots,  Blue  Rock^,  Chester  Basin,  Gold  River 
North,  Gold  River  South,  Lower  Woodstock  and  North  River. 
The  two,  first  mentioned,  are  fine  large  buildings,  thoroughly  built, 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  have  separate  entrances  and  lobbies, 
supplied  with  patent  seats  and  desks  and  are,  without  exception,  the 
best  buildings  of  their  class  in  the  district. 

The  others  are  well  suited  to  their  respective  sections  and  supply 
long  felt  wants.  Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  in  a  number  of 
sections,  and  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  outbuildings  are  receiving 
more  attention  than  formerly.  Under  this  head  may  be  mentioned 
Bridgewater,  improvement  to  school  grounds  ;  Fauxbourg,  Upper 
Northfield,  Fancy's,  Greenfield,  Pleasant  River  and  Port  Mouton, 
repairs  to  buildings. 

Something  is  being  done,  from  year  to  year,  towards  fencing  and 
improving  the  school  grounds  in  country  sections  but  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done. 

Apparatus, — While  a  few  sections  are  still  deficient  in  this 
respect,  yet  as  a  general  rule,  sufficient  apparatus  is  at  hand  for  the 
use  of  the  eflBcient  teacher.    Scarcity  of  maps,  particularly  of  the 
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Dominion  and  Maritime  Provinces,  was  a  great  drawback;  but 
within  the  last  two  years,  this  has  been  remedied  to  a  great  extent, 
80  that  now  nearly  every  school  is  fairly  well  supplied. 

Tea^ra. — We  have  had,  during  the  past  year,  a  large  number  of 
good  teachers,  a  larger  number  of  fair  teachers  and  quite  a  number 
of  poor  ones.  All,  I  think,  have  done  the  best  they  could. 
The  failures  were  largely  the  result  of  lack  of  experience  and  prac- 
tical training.  More  Normal  School  teachers  have  been  employed 
in  this  district  during  1892  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  I  trust 
that  the  amended  "  Regulations  regarding  Licenses  "  will  induce  a 
great  many  more  to  obtain  a  Normal  training.  Teachers  change 
less  frequently  than  in  former  years,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
one  term  system  will  lessen  this  evil  still  more. 

Course  of  Study. — The  course  of  study  is  being  better  understood 
and  modified  to  suit  circumstances,  every  year.  When  a  teacher,  at 
all  capable,  has  been  in  the  same  school  for  a  number  of  terms,  we 
generally  find  that  school  well  classified  and  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  course.  The  oral  work  does  not  receive  full  attention  in  our 
miscellaneous  schools,  yet  good  results  are  to  be  daily  observed 
from  what  has  been  attempted. 

School  Subjects, — Reading  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Not  more  than 
10  per  cent,  of  our  miscellaneous  schools  have  what  I  consider  good 
reading,  and  in  over  50  per  cent,  it  is  decidedly  poor. 

More  interest  is  being  taken  in  penmanship,  and  the  improvement 
in  the  writing  of  pupils  the  past  year  has  been  marked. 

Arithmetic,  one  of  the  most  important  branches,  and  one  which 
takes  up  more  time  than  any  other  in  the  course,  was  for  a  long 
tim«  unsatisfactory.  I  spent  considerable  time  trying  to  impress 
upon  teachers  the  necessity  of  making  the  Arithmetic  practical  and 
of  attaining  to  quickness  and  correctness  in  figures.  The  result  has 
certainly  been  encouraging,  and  in  this  subject,  at  least,  we  may  say 
good  work  has  been  done. 

Grammar,  Geography  and  History  are  taught  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  in  all  the  schools  and  with  varying  success.  Teachers  are 
gradually  finding  out  that  more  oral  instruction  and  less  text-book 
give  best  results. 

High  Schools. — The  Lunenburg  and  Liverpool  Academies  have 
had  a  prosperous  year,  and  the  candidates  for  licenses  from  these 
schools  were  more  than  ordinarily  successful.  All  the  departments 
of  the  common  schools  in  connection  with  these  institutions  are 
under  trained  and  experienced  teachers,  and  do  excellent  work. 

The  Bridgewater  and  Mahone  Bay  schools  are  also  in  fine  con- 
edition  and  increasing  every  year  in  efiiciency  and  attendance.     The 
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advanced  department  of  the  former  does  High  School  work  exclusive- 
ly,  and  that  of  the  latter,  8th  grade  and  Ist  and  2nd  year  High 
School  work.  The  Milton  and  Chester  schools  also  do  more  or  less 
H.  S.  work. 

Changes. — The  amended  regulations  which  came  in  force  Novem- 
ber Ist,  were  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion  in  the  profession. 
Nearly  all  our  teachers  strongly  favor  the  annual  term  and  we  look 
for  good  results  from  the  same.  I  have  talked  the  High  School 
course  over  with  all  our  H.  S.  teachers  and  the  (general  impression 
is  that  the  work  of  the  first  and  second  years  is  rather  heavy  con- 
sidering the  age  and  attainments  of  pupils  usually  found  entering 
these  years.  All  are  giving  it  a  fair  and  earnest  trial,  knowing  welK 
that  any  modification  found  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  interests  of 
High  Schools  in  general,  will  be  made.  The  date  of  the  annual 
school  meeting,  last  Monday  in  June,  is  not  well  suited  to  our  shore 
sections,  as  nearly  all  the  ratepayers  are  away  on  the  fishing  grounds 
at  that  time.  The  latter  part  of  March  or  first  of  April  would  suit 
such  sections  much  better.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  section  of  the 
Act  referred  to  anticipated  such  cases. 

For  reasons,  known  to  you,  I  was  only  able  to  visit  two-thirds  of 
the  schools  during  the  winter  term.  All  the  graded  schools  were 
carefully  inspected,  and  as  many  of  the  miscellaneous  as  possible. 
During  the  summer  term,  every  miscellaneous  schnol  in  the  district 
was  reached,  as  well  as  a  majority  of  the  graded  schools.  This  could 
not  have  been  accomplished,  had  it  not  been  for  the  exceptionally 
fine  weather  of  September  and  October.  The  recent  Regulation 
changes  will  give  more  time  for  the  work  of  inspection,  render  such 
more  easily  accomplished  and,  I  hope,  be  productive  of  better  results. 

Accompanying 'this  report  are  '*  Notes  of  Inspection"  and  Statistical 
Tables  for  the  school  year,  which  I  trust  you  will  find  complete  and 
satisfactory. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Macintosh. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Edtucation, 


DISTRICT  No.  3.— YARMOUTH  AND  SHELBURNE. 

James  H.  Munro,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

The  two  counties  which  constitute  my  Inspectoral  District  are 
Yarmouth  and  Shelburne,  the  former  being  in  the  western  extremity 
of  the  Province,  and  the  latt^^r,  adjoining  it,  in  the  most  southern. 
The  English  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  are  mainly  the  descendants  of 
New  Englanders,  who  began  to  settle  here  in  1761,  and  of  Loyalists 
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who  arrived  about  the  year  1785.  Besides,  there  is  a  large  French 
population,  whose  forefathers  either  evaded  the  expulsion  of  1755» 
or  succeeded,  after  years  of  exile,  in  returning  to  "  Acadie."  Doubt- 
less, the  main  attraction  for  the  early  settlers  was  the  advantageous 
position  of  the  county  for  prosecuting  the  iisheries,  and  in  these  and 
other  pursuits  on  the  ocean,  Yarmouth  people  have  been  eminently 
successful.  Some  years  ago  when  wooden  ships  were  in  demand, 
they  owned  153,000  tons  of  shipping,  which  averaged  eight  tons  to 
each  person  living  in  the  county. 

As  one  mipht  expect,  the  capital  of  the  county,  the  town  of  Yar- 
mouth, shows  evidence  of  that  enterprise  and  prosperity  which  have 
made  it  the  second  in  size  and  population  in  the  Province.  There 
are  here  some  very  fine  public  buildings  and  many  beautiful  private 
residences  in  keeping  with  the  modern  improvements  of  streets  and 
buildings  lighted  with  electricity  and  electric  street  railway,  an  ex- 
cellent water  supply  for  domestic  and  fire  purposes,  and  a  complete 
equipment  of  steam  fire  engines  and  other  appliances  for  saving 
property.  By  the  completion  of  the  Western  railway  system 
of  Nova  Scotia,  its  advantages  have  been  greatly  enhanced. 
From  this  point  two  splendid  steel  steamers,  property  of  the 
Yarmouth  S.  S.  Company,  carry  passengers  and  freight  between 
Boston  and  Yarmouth,  in  seventeen  hours,  each  way.  Hebron,  Port 
Maitland,  Ohio,  Carleion,  Tusket  and  Arcadia,  are  thriving  villages. 
The  most  important  French  settlements  are  the  Wedge,  Belleville 
and  Pubnico.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  engaged  in  fishing, 
farming,  and  commerce. 

Judged  by  their  names  and  characteristics,  the  first  settlers  of 
Western  Shelburne  were  of  the  same  stock  as  the  English  people  of 
Yarmouth.  Under  far  greater  disadvantages  on  account  of  the  rocky 
soil,  they  had  to  draw  their  living  almost  entirely  from  the  ocean. 
At  the  present  day,  the  houses  and  tidy  surroundings  are  very  sug- 
gestive of  comfortable  circumstances.  There  "the poor  fisherman" 
is  a  misnomer.  I  need  not  add  that  churches  and  temperance  societies 
are  well  sustained  in  the  Municipality  of  Barrington. 

Animated  with  a  desire  to  remain  under  British  rule,  some 
thousands  of  Loyalists  came  to  Eastern  Shelburne,  and  built  the 
town  of  Shelburne.  For  a  time  it  flourished,  protected  by  British 
troops.  But  either  the  people  were  unable  to  utilize  the  resources  of 
the  county,  or  the  resources  needed  to  support  a  city  of  12,000  in- 
habitants were  not  there — in  either  case  the  city  was  almost  forsaken, 
the  people  passing  into  other  parts,  some  settling  in  Yarmouth 
county,  though  the  larger  number  returned  to  the  United  States. 
When  those  who  were  left  learned  to  adapt  themselves  to  their 
environment,  Shelburne  became  noted  for  the  fine  ships  built  in  its 
shipyards.  Situated  at  the  head  of  a  magnificent  harbor,  ten  miles 
from  the  ocean,  the  town  has  a  delightful  temperature  in  mid-sum- 
mer. When  the  railway  connects  Yarmouth  and  Shelburne  our 
American  neighbours  will  have  direct  access  to  this  delightful  retreat 
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from  the  heat  of  their  cities.  Of  the  other  localities  Lockeport  is 
the  most  important.  Bordering  od  the  sea  its  one  dependence  is  the 
fisheries.  It  is  a  pretty  little  town,  and  afiords  evidence  that  its 
business  has  been  managed  to  good  advantage. 

In  the  early  years  of  a  settlement  the  energies  of  the  people  are 
taxed  to  secure  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  and  little  can  be  done 
towards  providing  the  means  of  education.  Indeed,  we  are  credibly 
informed  that  fifty  years  after  its  first  settlement  there  were  only 
three  pablic  schools  in  the  county  of  Yarmouth.  In  1819  a  Grammar 
School  was  established,  which  in  1830  was  superseded  by  an  Academy. 
These  institutions  were  taught  by  scholarly  men,  and  to  them  the 
navigators  and  business  men  of  Yarmouth  were  largely  indebted  for 
their  education.  But  in  the  rural  parts,  says  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Camp- 
bell, the  historian  of  the  county,  ''  there  were  neither  school-houses, 
nor  text-books  nor  masters."  By  the  year  1848  great  improvements 
had  been  effected,  thirty-six  school  houses  having,  been  erected 
where  1700  children  were  taught. 

Early  educational  statistics  for  the  county  of  Shelburne  are  few 
and  defective.  Proof  is  not  wanting  that  there  were  good  schools 
in  the  town  shortly  after  its  settlement.  Those  who  can  look  back 
35  years  and  recall  the  old  inhabitants  of  that  time,  will  not  need  to 
be  told  that  many  of  them  had  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  good 
schools.  The  data  at  hand  are  briefly  these  :  In  1S26  the  county 
was  divided  into  school  districts  (or  sections);  in  1832  twenty-four 
schools  were  in  operation  ;  in  1840  there  were  thirty  working^ 
schools ;  and  at  a  later  date  the  Legislature  provided  four  Grammar 
Schools  with  special  grants  attached  to  them.  In  1863, 12  per  cent, 
of  the  population  attended  school  some  part  of  the  year. 

For  the  years  1865  and  1892,  the  former  the  year  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Free  School  System,  the  following  statistics  are  given : 


(WiNTKR.) 

(SUMHEB.) 

Dates. 

Counties. 

Sections. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

1865 

Yarmouth ,  . 

57 

4f5 

2023 

43 

1765 

1892 

If 

74 

106 

4206 

102 

4130 

1865 

Shelburne  . . 

56 

24 

1004 

47 

1600 

1892 

tt 

67 

77 

3020 

78 

3008 

No.  of  different  pupils  attending  school  in  Yarmouth  county  in 
the  year  1892  : — 4940,  or  1  in  4.3  of  population  ;  in  Shelburne 
county  3610,  or  1  in  4.1  of  population. 

The  figures  for  1865  hardly  make  a  fair  showing.     The  strong 
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and  Id  some  cases  the  violent  feeling  against  the  free  school  act 
threw  educational  matters  into  confusion.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
were  years  when  the  attendance  was  larger  in  Yarmouth  county 
than  in  1892. 

Among  other  improvements  resulting  from  the  new  system,  may 
be  mentioned  well  defined  school  sections  traversed  by  good  roads, 
few  pupils  having  to  travel  two  miles  to  the  school,  comfortable 
school  houses,  supplied  with  apparatus  and  good  furniture,  qualified 
teachers,  and  permanent  schools.  No  one  would  now  question  the 
right  of  evftiy  child  "  five  years  old  and  upwards"  to  participate  in 
school  privileges. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  assessments  for  building  and  re- 
pairs were  quite  large,  but  the  expenditure  Was  absolutely  necessary. 

No.  of  buildings  repaired 24 

"  "  "        and    supplied   with    patent 

furniture 41 

"     School-houses   built    23 

"     Apartments  in  same 34 

*\    School-houses  in  course  of  construction ......  2 

The  repairs  were  extensive,  involving  new  floors,  sheathed  walls 
and  ceiling,  and  comfortable  out-buildings.  The  new  school  houses 
are  a  great  improvement  on  those  that  preceded  them  ;  some  indeed 
may  be  called  beautiful.  There  is  a  marked  and  growing  sentiment 
in  favor  of  attractive  school-rooms.  What  is  wanted  now  is  more 
attention  to  the  exterior  of  the  older  buildings,  improved  grounds 
and  proper  inclosures.  Unless  the  grounds  are  protected,  the  labour 
of  Arbor  Day  will  be  fruitless. 

The  new  building  at  the  south-end  of  Yarmouth  town,  which 
takes  the  place  of  the  one  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  spring, 
will  soon  be  finished.  It  is  large  and  substantial,  containing  eight 
apartments,  and  has  superior  apparatus  for  heating  and  ventilation. 
The  air  is  kept  constantly  fresh,  without  reference  to  windows  or 
doors,  the  whole  body  of  air  changed  every  few  minutes. 

Nothing  will  be  left  undone  for  comfort  and  efficiency.  It  will  be 
occupied  in  February.  With  teachers  who  have  had  long  experience 
and  who  are  devoted  to  their  calling.  Lower  Town  school  will  excel 
its  past  good  record.  In  Milton  the  old  fashioned  hot  air  arrange- 
ments have  given  place  to  the  hot  water  apparatus.  The  teachers 
highly  appreciate  the  change.  This  school  consists  of  seven  depart- 
ments. In  the  sixth  department  the  common  school  course  is 
finished  and  the  high  school  course  in  the   seventh,   from   which 

fupils  are  prepared  to  matriculate  into  any  provincial  university, 
tis  well  known  the  average  Yarmouth  mind  is  not  enamoured  of 
colleges.  It  thinks  more  of  schools  whose  main  function  is  to  drill  in 
the  three  R's,  than  of  institutions  whose  main  purpose  it  thinks  is 
to  swell  professions  already  crammed  to  lepletion.     With  some  such 
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ideas,  foar  papils  were  sent  from  Milton  high  school  to  take  the 
course  of  instruction  at  the  school  of  technology  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
where  their  attainments  and  ability  have  made  an  excellent  im- 

?ression.  Their  career  will  be  watched  with  much  interest.  The 
armouth  Seminary  was  once  the  finest  building  of  the  kind  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  It  led  the  way  in  improved  school  architecture, 
and  inspired  wealthier  communities  to  rival  it.  In  use  nearly  thirty 
years  it  commands  admiration  for  its  dignified  appearance  and  beau- 
tiful grounds.  Though  spacious,  its  departments  are  overcrowded, 
and  the  necessity  for  additional  accommodation  is  urgent. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  arrangements  are  about  concluded 
which  will  enable  the  School  Commissioners  to  greatly  improve  and 
augment  the  education  facilities  here.  Additional  buildings  of  a  su- 
perior character  will  be  erected  on  the  seminary  lot.  In  the  sum- 
mer term  485  pupils  were  registered,  and  of  these  75  attended  the 
two  academic  departments  which  are  taught  by  able  and  experienced 
teachers.  In  their  hands  the  course  of  instruction  is  an  efficient 
instrument  of  mental  discipline.  Tour  predecessor  put  on  record 
his  estimation  of  Principal  Cameron's  classes  in  English  literature. 
In  my  opinion  he  is  second  to  none  in  the  province  for  extensive 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  his  method  of  teaching 
it  embraces  everything  within  its  scope.  Teachers  will  profit  much 
by  studying  his  "  Notes  on  English  "  now  being  published  in  the 
Educational  Review.  With  "  the  suggestions "  in  the  November 
number  the  authors  he  names  should  be  read  with  fresh  interest  and 
"scholarly  enthusiasm." 

In  Shelburne  ounty  thetwo  leading  schools  are  the  Academy, 
which  contains  five  departments,  and  Lockeport  School,  four.  The 
fifth  department  of  the  Academy  is  exclusively  occupied  in  High 
School  work. 

Many  young  people  come  here  from  the  rural  sections  to  qualify 
as  school  teachers.  Successive  Principals  have  had  a  valuable  helper 
in  the  acting  trustee.  Dr.  Morton,  to  whose  exertions  for  the  good 
of  the  Institution  the  town  owes  much.  The  grading  of  the  Locke- 
port  school  is  as  perfect  as  its  circumstances  will  admit  In  each 
department,  the  examination  was  very  satisfactory.  Prominent 
among  the  studies  in  the  Principal's  room  are  classics  and  mathema- 
tics, in  which  subjects  the  pupils  will  bear  comparison  with  the  best  in 
my  district.  The  building  is  large  and  comfortable,  and  amply  pro- 
vided with  apparatus. 

In  Barrington  there  are  eight  graded  schools.  Those  which  sent 
the  largest  number  of  pupils  to  the  examination  for  licenses  to  teach 
are :  Upper  Wood's  Harbour,  Passage,  Head,  and  Hibbert's  Brook. 
The  status  of  Port  La  Tour  school  is  not  now  equal  to  what  it  was 
a  few  years  ago.  I  should  remark  that  every  section  in  this  Muni- 
cipality has  a  good  school  house,  and  that  last  term  there  was  only 
one  vacant. 
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The  following , tables  will  show  the  number  of  pupils  in  each 
county  taking  the  advanced  course,  wholly  or  partly. 
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Tables  showing  the  number  of  pupils  in   the  Grades   vii  and  viii, 
preparatory  to  the  Bigh  School  Course. 
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Besides  theite  subjects,  teachers  give  oral  instruction  in  health, 
patriotic  duties  and  temperance  ;  and  a  few  teachers  give  lessons  in 
singing. 

Co.  of  Yarmouth.  Co.  of  Skdbume. 

No.  of  pupils  in  Grade    I 791 347 

II.... 587 405 

"      III.... .577 340 

"       IV. ...561 440 

v.. ..384 390 

"      VI. ...413 310 
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In  the  county  of  Yarmouth  there  are  twenty-six  French  schools, 
most  of  them  taught  by  French  teachers.  As  in  nearly  every  section 
the  little  ones  cannot  speak  English,  the  teachers  are  obliged  to  teach 
two  languages.  Still,  I  sometimes  hear  better  reading  in  English, 
among  French  pupils,  than  in  the  corresponding  grades  of  some 
English  schools.  No  teachers  are  more  asiduous  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  schools  at  Middle  West  Pubnico  and  Upper  Eel 
Brook  are  taught  by  Sisters  of  Charity  In  the  primary  of  the  for- 
mer, a  visitor  will  be  much  pleased  with  the  daily  exercises.  In  the 
advanced,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  youthfulness  of  the  senior 
pupils.  The  same  tendency  is  seen  in  other  sections  near  the  sea. 
The  expansion  of  certain  lines  of  business  has  made  boy^'  help  mor& 
profitable,  and  thus  life-long  interests  are  sacrificed  for  temporary 
gain.  I  should  state  that  these  pupils  went  from  French  Schools  to 
Truro,  to  receive  a  Normal  School  training. 

I  do  not  think  there  ever  was  a  time  when  the  schools  generally 
were  doing  better  work.  Instead  of  loading  the  memory  with  les- 
sons, teachers  address  knowledge  to  the  understanding,  and  make 
use  of  the  imagination  when  narrating  events  or  describing  objects. 
This  is  obvious  in  history  and  geography  classes.  For  several  terms 
I  gave  much  attention  to  arithmetic  with  the  view  of  impressing  the 
need  of  rapid  and  correct  work  in  the  lower  grades,  and  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  reasoning  powers  in  the  advanced  grades.  I  was  astonished 
to  find  that  even  in  good  schools  pupils  relied  chiefly  on  forms  for 
the  solution  of  questions.  In  my  last  visit  there  was  noticeable  im- 
provements. Blackboards  are  in  use,  not  as  ornamental  fixtures,  but 
for  daily  work.  Neatness  in  all  kinds  of  work  is  regarded  as  an  im- 
portant element  of  education,  conducing  to  the  formation  of  good 
habits  and  to  future  success.  In  language  teachers  aim  to  be 
correct,  and  to  govern  their  temper  under  provocation.  The  age  of 
unreasonable  threats  and  rough  manners  is  past.  Instances  of  undue 
severity  are  very  rare. 

The  revised  course  of  study  for  High  Schools  and  Academies  haa 
received  universal  approval.  The  annual  examinations  of  pupils 
who  have  done  High  School  work  in  any  schools  in  the  county 
under  the  same  arrangements  and  by  the  same  examiners,  will  be  a 
striking  exhibition  of  the  unity  and  equality  which  obtain  in  our 
school  system. 

In  this  *'  transition  year"  a  suggestion  or  two  will  be  in  order 

1st.  Adopt  a  regulation  prohibiting  teachers  from  using  books 
when  teaching  classes. 

2nd.  To  impress  on  teachers  that  they  ought  to  be  students* 
inseit  a  question  in  the  school  returns,  asking  for  the  li^  of  books 
and  magazines  read  during  the  school  year. 

3rd.  Consider  the  examination  of  no  candidate  for  a  school 
license  final,  whose  writing  is  marked  "  bad,"   until  he  can  produce 
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specimens  of  good  penmanship.     An  examination  of  some   registers 
and  school  returns  would  justify  this  rule. 

4th.  Modify  the  Inspector's  certificate  so  as  to  bar  him  from 
signing  it  when  the  ratepayers  of  a  section,  after  sufficient  notice, 
fail  to  provide  what  is  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  progress  of  the 
school.     The  County  Fund  need  not  necessarily  be  forfeited. 

5th.  Considering  the  number  of  children  who  do  not  attend 
school  at  all  during  the  year,  upwards  of  1300  in  District  No.  3  in 
the  summer  term,  enact  a  law  making  the  financial  losses  accruing 
to  sections  on  account  of  absence  fall  directly  on  those  parents  wha 
neglect  the  education  of  their  families. 

Before  I  conclude  I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
Alexander  Lawson,  Esq.,  for  pubiishingf  annually  my  report  in  hia  i 
widely  circulated  newspaper — the  "  Yarmouth  Herald."  As  it  is 
read  in  every  section,  my  suggestions,  commendations  and  censures 
have  reached  the  parties  for  whom  they  were  mainly  intended.  The 
unanimity  and  promptness  of  ratepayers  over  so  wide  an  area  in 
adopting  my  recommendations  are  largely  due  to  this  favour. 

With  assurances  of  much  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JAMES  H.  MUNRO. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  af  Education, 


Sir,— 


DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 
L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 


The  following  general  report  on  the  state  of  Common  School  educa- 
tion in  inspectoral  district  No.  4,  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1892, 
is  respectfully  submitted.  For  more  detailed  information  than  that 
which  is  herein  contained,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  statistical 
Tables,  Monthly  Reports,  and  Notes  of  Inspection,  covering  the 
same  period. 

The  Boards  of  School  Commissioners  at  the  annual  meetings  in 
May  and  June,  formed  three  new  school  sections — two  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Annapolis  East,  and  one  in  the  district  of  Digby.  The 
action  of  the  Commissioners  in  this  regard  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  two  only  of  these  cases,  as  you  are 
already  aware.      In   consequence   of  the  formation  of  these  new 
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sections  there  are  now  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  school  sections 
in  this  inspectoral  district.  With  two  or  three  exceptions,  these 
sections  are  regularly  organised  under  the  law,  and  are  maintaining 
schools  in  most  cases  during  the  entire  year.  In  a  few  of  those 
classified  as  "poor  sections"  schools  are  sustained  part  of  the  year 
only.  These  "  poor  sections  "  are  comparatively  few  in  number,  and 
do  not  represent  more  than  one  twentieth  of  the  population  of  this 
inspectoral  district. 

At  the  inception  of  the  present  school  system  in  1864,  this  inspec- 
toral district  was  laid  off  into  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  school 
sections,  eighty-three  of  which  were  in  the  county  of  Annapolis  and 
Hfty-six  in  the  county  of  Digby.  There  are  now  one  hundred  and 
six  school  sections  in  the  county  of  Annapolis  and  eighty-one  in 
the  county  of  Digby.  This  increase  of  forty-eight  sections  within  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years,  is  an  indication  not  only  of  an  increase  in 
population,  but  more  particularly  of  the  popularity  of  the  present  free 
school  system  and  of  the  advancement  of  education  among  the 
people.  The  efficiency  of  the  public  schools  in  the  same  period  has 
increased  in  a  greater  ratio.  At  the  present  time  almost  every 
inhabitant  of  this  district  is  living  within  the  bounds  of  a  regularly 
organized  school  section — a  fact  which  did  not  exist  when  free 
schools  were  established  by  law. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  steady  improvement  in  the 
school  accommodation.  With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  old  build- 
ings erected  previous  to  1864,  and  a  very  few  others  which  have 
become  too  small  to  accommodate  the  increasing  population,  the 
school-houses  are  creditable  structures.  The  old  buildings  are  being 
condemned  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  warrant,  and  are  giving 
place  to  others  more  in  accordance  with  present  requirements.  Dur- 
ing the  year  extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  a  few  school 
buildings,  and  some  sections  have  provided  the  paragon  school 
desks  in  place  of  the  common  desks  formerly  used.  The  paragon 
desk  is  superceding  the  common  desk  in  most  cases  where  new 
furniture  is  being  procured. 

In  Bridgeport  section.  No.  24,  in  the  district  of  Annapolis  West, 
and  in  Hillsburgh  section,  No.  3,  in  the  district  of  Digby,  the 
school-houses  have  become  too  small  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
population.  At  present  three  teachers  are  employed  in  each  section. 
The  school-houses  were  originally  intended  for  two  teachers  only, 
with  an  assistant  if  necessary.  The  class-rooms  in  each  case,  for  a 
few  terms  past,  have  been  used  for  primary  departments.  These 
rooms  are  not  suitable  for  this  purpose.  As  these  sections  are  situ- 
ated at  the  village  of  Bear  River,  and  the  two  school-houses  are 
within  a  short  distance  of  each  other,  I  have  for  several  years  been 
urging  the  advisability  of  having  these  two  sections  united.     At  the 

J^resent  time  the  public  sentiment  of  this  village  is  becoming  more 
avorable  to  this  idea,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  eflfort  will  soon  be 
made  to  consummate  the  union.  Any  such  movement  will  receive 
my  hearty   approval,  inasmuch    as   for   educational   purposes  this 
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▼illa^e  should  never  have  been  divided.  Under  existing  conditions 
a  union  of  the  two  sections  would  effect  a  saving  in  the  employment 
^f  one  teacher,  and  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  achools  as  a 
result  of  a  more  thorough  system  of  grading.  The  united  section 
would  be  in  a  position  to  sustain  a  system  of  schools  second  to  none 
in  any  town  or  village  in  this  inspectoral  district,  and  at  a  cost  no 
greater  than  at  present  incurred. 

It  is  desirable  that  more  clearly  defined  regulations  be  made  re- 
garding apparatus  for  schools.  Some  articles  now  deemed  essential 
by  existing  regulations  have  not  been  provided  in  many  of  the 
schools.  The  attention  of  trustees  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  the 
deficiency  referred  to,  but  in  many  cases  tangible  results  have  not 
followed  the  notification.  More  explicit  powers  should  be  given  to 
Inspectors  in  this  regard.  Sections  should  be  compelled  to  provide 
all  essential  apparatus  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector  as  one 
condition  upon  the  fulfilment  of  which  the  County  Grant  would  be 
paid ;  or  Inspectors  should  be  empowered  to  provide  the  same  and 
charge  the  cost  against  the  County  Grant.  If  such  regulations  were 
formulated  and  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  or 
if  existing  regulations  were  made  ntore  explicit  and  definite,  it  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  trustees,  and  would  insure  a  better 
supply  of  necessary  apparatus  in  sections  where  a  deficiency  now 
exists.  Inspectors  have  a  fair  idea  of  the  financial  ability  of  sec- 
tions, and  they  would  exercise  any  power  granted  them  with  proper 
discretion. 

Good  work  has  been  performed  by  the  teachers  as  a  class  during 
the  year.  In  a  few  instances  only  failure  to  attain  success  in  the 
school-room  has  resulted  from  inexperience  and  want  of  Normal 
training.  A  few  have  been  found  lacking  ability  to  maintain  order 
and  discipline,  without  which  satisfactory  work  cannot  be  done. 
A  great  majority,  however,  have  laboured  with  enthusiasm  and  have 
been  cheered  by  seeing  creditable  progress,  notwithstanding  hindran- 
ces caused  by  irregularity  in  attendance  of  pupils,  and  in  some  cases 
by  lack  of  sufficient  apparatus. 

About  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  year 
received  Normal  training.  In  view  of  the  recent  changes  in  the  law 
:and  in  the  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  respecting 
the  Provincial  Normal  School,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this 
percentage  will  be  largely  increased.  This  cannot  fail  to  exert  a 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools.  Under  existing  conditions  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  teachers,  not  having  received  a  Normal 
training,  retire  from  the  profession  about  as  soon  as  they  obtain  by 
experience  the  necessary  aptitude  in  imparting  instruction. 

But  little  improvement  can  be  reported  in  the  permanency  of  the 
•engagements  of  teachers.  In  some  of  the  towns  and  villages  teachers 
retain  their  situations  for  yearf^  at  a  time,  but  in  the  country  sec- 
tions the  rule  is  to  change  every  year,  and  in  many  cases  every  six 
months.     During  the  past  year  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  sections 
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have  changed  teachers  each  term,  while  probably  not  more  than 
twenty  per  cent,  will  retain  the  same  teachers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  one  term  per  year  system  now  being  introduced  by  law  will 
mitigate  this  evil,  and,  it  is  hoped,  produce  more  satisfactory  results^ 
in  most  sections.  x 

In  regard  to  daily  attendance  at  school  some  improvement  can  be 
reported.  According  to  the  returns  received,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  children,  between  five  and  fifteen  yeara 
of  age,  were  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools  during  the  win- 
ter term.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  children  between  the 
ages  named  were  thus  reported  during  the  summer  term.  The  per- 
centage of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present  was  sixty  and  seven-tenths 
during  the  winter  term,  and  sixty-two  and  two-tenths  during  the 
summer  term.  No  less  than  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  pupils  were  enrolled  during  the  summer  term  whose  names 
were  not  on  the  registers  of  the  winter  term.  The  proportion  of  the 
population  at  school  during  some  portion  of  the  year  was  one  in 
every  four  and  four-tenths.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  children  of  the  district  have  been  attending  school 
during  some  portion  of  the  year.  There  is  yet,  however,  much  room 
for  improvement.  A  few  children  of  school-going  age  have  not  been 
at  school,  and  some  of  those  who  were  enrolled  attended  so  irregu- 
larly as  to  become  a  source  of  perplexity  and  discouragement  to 
teachers  in  maintaining  a  proper  grading  of  their  schools.  While 
some  irregularity  in  attendance  will  necessarily  exist,  it  should  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  a  com- 
pulsory attendance  law,  since  no  other  means  have  yet  been  devised 
to  accomplish  this  object. 

The  course  of  study,  which  is  followed  more  or  less  closely  in  all 
schools,  has  produced  beneficial  results.  A  uniformity  in  school 
work  now  exists  which  was  unattainable  previous  to  its  adoption. 
The  oral  work  prescribed,  however,  does  not  yet  receive  in  many 
schools  that  attention  which  was  intended.  Irregularity  in  the  at- 
tendance of  pupils,  the  lack  of  Normal  training  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  teachers,  and  in  some  cases  the  lar^e  miscellaneous  schools, 
including  many  grades,  prevent  as  much  work  on  these  lines  as  their 
importance  deipands.  The  increasing  number  of  trained  teachers, 
and  improved  methods  of  teaching,  will,  doubtless,  soon  secure  for 
the  oral  work  of  the  course  of  study  a  greater  share  of  time  and 
attention  in  all  schools. 

The  returns  have  all  come  to  hand  with  reasonable  promptitude. 
A  large  proportion  of  them  were  carefully  prepared,  A  few  were 
found  incorrect  in  some  particulars,  showing  want  of  proper  care  in 
their  preparation.  A  shorter  and  more  simple  form  of  return  in- 
volving less  work  in  its  completion  would  be  a  boon  to  teachers  and 
Inspectoi*s. 

There  are  twenty-five  French  sections  in  this  district,  for  which' 
thirty-three  French-speaking  teachers  are  required.     A  great  diffi- 
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calty  has  always  existed  in  finding  regularly  licensed  teachers  for 
these  schools.  During  the  past  year  it  was  necessary  to  grant  per- 
missive licenses  to  thirteen  persons  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
these  schools  with  teachers — the  regularly  licensed  French-speaking 
teachers  falling  short  of  the  demand  by  that  number.  Four  of 
these  teachers  were  a  valuable  acquisition,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
Normal  trained  teachers  from  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  A 
few  of  the  remainder  did  good  work,  and  some  were  found  to  be 
poorly  qualified  educationally.  The  facts,  that  the  French  schools 
are  large,  that  both  languages  are  taught,  that  most  of  the  teachers 
are  of  the  third  class,  and  that  the  hindrances  to  progress  are,  there- 
fore, greater  than  in  English  schools,  render  advancement  slow,  and 
consequently  very  few  French  pupils  obtain  sufiScient  knowledge  to 
obtain  a  third-class  license. 

The  Teachers'  Association  for  the  inspectoral  district  held  its 
meetings  at  Digby  on  the  6th  and  7th  days  of  October.  About 
ninety  teachers  were  in  attendance.  1  was  unavoidably  absent,  but 
from  the  published  reports  of  the  meetings,  the  proceedings  must 
have  been  interesting  and  instructive.  The  programme  presented 
included  papers  and  illustrative  lessons  on  the  following  subjects: — 

"  Patriotism,"  by  L.  H.  Morse,  B.  A.;  "  Literature  in  our  Schools," 
by  Miss  Emma  J.  Bacon;  "Reading, *'  by  Miss  Julia  L.  Kinney; 
"  Hygiene  in  our  Schools,"  by  Miss  Helen  A.  Vidito  ;  An  illustrative 
lesson  on  "Our  Flag,"  by  Miss  Jessie  S.  Titus;  "Home  preparation 
of  Lessons,"  by  Joseph  A.  Crowe ;  and  "  Teaching  Geography, "  by 
Joseph  A.  McCarthy.  All  the  papers  were  said  to  have  been  of  a 
high  order  of  merit,  and  were  followed  by  discussion.  Mr.  Crowe's 
paper  on  "  The  Home  preparation  of  Lessons,"  was  published  in  the 
local  papers,  and  Mr.  Morse's  paper  on  "  Patriotism,  appeared  in  a 
much  condensed  form  in  the  "  Educational  Review."  The  presence 
of  Dr.  MacKay,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  added  interest  to 
the  occasion.  As  this  was  his  first  meeting  with  our  Association,  an 
address  of  welcome  was  tendered  to  him  and  suitably  acknowledged. 
The  public  meeting  in  the  evening  was  well  attended,  and  Dr.  Mac- 
Kay,  who  was  the  principal  speaker  on  the  occasion,  won  golden 
opinions  from  all  for  his  very  interesting  and  instructive  address. 

The  Academies  at  Annapolis  Royal  and  Digby,  have  been  in 
successful  operation  during  the  year,  under  Principals  McVicar  and 
Godfrey  respectively.  The  attendance  has  been  good  compared 
with  other  years.  The  character  of  the  work  done  has  been  credit- 
able. The  large  amount  of  High  School  work  done  in  the  other 
schools  of  Annapolis  county,  especially  at  Bridgetown,  Paradise  and 
Lawrencetown,  interferes  with  the  attendance  at  the  Annapolis 
Academy,  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  attendance  has  been  quite 
as  large  as  that  at  the  Digby  Academy,  which  sufifers  much  less  from 
the  competition  of  other  schools. 

With  Tery  few  exceptions  all  schools  were  inspected  during  the 

winter  term.    In  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  schools  in 

•  session,  and  the  short  time  allowed  for  the   work   of  inspection 
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owing  to  the  long  su miner  vacation,  and  the  great  amount  of  of£e& 
work  at  the  opening  of  the  Term,  i*i  has  been  found  impossibte  for 
years  past  to  inspect  all  schools  during  the  summer  term.  Thi» 
year  a  larger  number  than  usual  were  not  inspected  owing  to  leave 
of  absence  of  three  weeks  which  was  kindly  granted  to  me  on 
application. 

The  general  aspect  of  educational  affairs  in  this  in«ipectoral  di.<)- 
trict  at  the  present  time,  is  encouraging.  Although  each  year's 
progress  may  not  be  conspicuously  apparent,  yet  it  becomes  very 
noticeable  by  contrasting  the  present  with  the  .period  twenty-eight 
years  ago  when  free  schools  were  established.  Within  that  period 
the  number  of  school  sections  has  been  augmented  by  the  formation 
of  forty-eight  new  sections,  thereby  placing  schools  within  easy 
access  of  almost  every  inhabitant  of  the  district.  The  style  of 
school  buildings  and  furniture,  and  the  supply  of  apparatus, 
have  greatly  improved.  The  school-houses  at  the  present  time 
are  creditable  structures,  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  intended, 
and  exhibiting  a  marked  contrast  with  those  which  they 
have  superceded.  The  general  educational  attainments  of  the 
generation  now  entering  upon  the  active  pursuits  of  life  are 
far  in  advance  of  those  which  their  fathers  possessed.  The  rigid 
examination  which  teachers  are  now  required  to  pass  is  a  guarantee 
that  they  possess  acquirements  of  no  mean  order,  and  that  they  are 
much  better  qualified  for  their  work  than  the  great  majority  of  their 
predecessors.  For  every  teacher  under  the  old  system  who  could 
boa^t  of  Normal  School  training,  there  are  scores  at  the  present  day 
who  possess  this  qualification  in  a  higher  degree.  The  circulation  of 
periodicals  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  teachers  in  their  profes- 
sion was  almost  unknown  twenty-eight  years  ago.  At  the  present 
time  more  than  one  half  of  the  teachers  of  this  district  are  subscribers 
for  one  or  more  of  such  standard  educational  papers  as  "  The  Edu- 
cation Review,"  "  The  American  Teacher/'  or  the  "  New  England 
Journal  of  Education."  Uniform  courses  of  study  for  Common  and 
High  Schools,  embracing  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  branches  of  study,  have  been  introduced. 
The  text-books  now  prescribed  are  far  superior  to  those  formerly 
used.  The  comparatively  recent  formation  of  Teachers'  Associations 
under  the  sanction  of  the  law  for  the  promotion  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  teaching  service,  has  been  productive  of  much  benefit,  and  has 
been  the  means  of  establishing  an  esprit  de  corps  which  did  not 
formerly  exist  in  the  profession.  These  and  other  facts  which  might 
be  mentioned  are  indicative  of  steady  educational  development  un- 
der our  present  syst^^m — a  development  of  which  we  have  reason  to 
be  proud.  There  is  still,  however,  room  for  improvement.  Since 
much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  past  w<^  are  justified  in  believ- 
ing that  coming  years  will  mark  still  greater  advancement. 

Thanking  you  sincerely  for  courteous  treatment  received  at  your 
hands  during  the  past  year, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
To  A.  H.  Mackay,  Esq.,  B.  A..  B.  Sc,  Ll.D.,  L.  S.  MORSE. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  5.— HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 
Sir,— 

The  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the 
counties  of  Hants  and  Kings,  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st.,  1892, 
is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  aim  of  ihis  report  shall  be  to  deal  more  particularly  with 
matters  not  included- in  the  pamphlets  of  statistics,  sent  herewith,  or 
in  the  monthly  reports  of  inspectoral  work  forwarded  from  time  to 
time. 

School  Commissioners. 

In  the  district  of  West  Hants  there  has  not  been  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  two  years.  This  is  accounted 
for  in  part,  by  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Board  in  the  deaths  of  sev- 
eral valued  members  ;  and  in  part  by  disinclination  to  give  time  and 
attention  to  public  matters  without  remuneration.  The  Board  of 
East  Hants  has  been  able  to  hold  its  meetings  annually,  by  trans- 
acting business  when  but  three  or  four  members  were  in  attendance. 
Notices  of  these  Board  meetings  were  given  through  the  Journal  of 
Education,  the  local  newspapers,  and  by  post  card  to  each  commis- 
sioner. The  list  of  "  Poor  Sections,'*  for  West  Hants,  as  determined 
by  the  Board  in  May,  1890,  has  been  used  to  the  present  time  as  the 
basis  for  apportioning  the  extra  allowance  from  the  County  School 
Fund  to  such  sections.  This  was  somewhat  irregular,  but  thought 
best,  in  the  absence  of  a  meeting  to  determine  otherwise.  There 
are  two  ways  out  of  this  difficulty.  (1.)  To  appoint  a  sufficient 
number  of  commissioners,  willing  to  attend  to  the  business  for  the 
honor  it  affords,  or  the  benefit  of  it  to  themselves  and  others.  (2.) 
To  constitute  a  Board  of  about  ten  members  and  pay  them  similarly 
to  the  Municipal  Councillors.  The  latter,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
course  the  times  are  demanding.  Five  deaths  of  commissioners 
have  occurred  in  West  Hants,  and  two  in  Ea^t  Hants,  since  ap- 
pointments were  made.  Business  of  importance  that  has  been  laid 
over  for  the  past  two  years  makes  it  imperative  either  to  have  new 
appointments  made  or  to  provide  some  other  way  for  transacting 
this  business. 

Inspectoral  Work. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  four  hundred  and  thirty -nine  official 
visits  to  the  schools  under  my  charge.  In  many  instances  these 
have  been  shorter  than  I  would  desire,  but  from  the  multiplicity  of 
duties  to  be  discharged,  this  used  up  all  my  time.  The  schools 
in  some  sections  closed  before,  or  opened  after,  my  tour  of 
inspection  to  that  part  of  my  district  and  thus,  in  some 
cases,  prevented  me  from  making  two  visits  during  the 
year.  The  correspondence  and  office  work  has  been  increasing 
from  year  to  year  since  my  appointment  to  this  date.  I  am  pleased 
to  think  that  recent  changes  in  the  length  of  the  school  term,  in  the 
form  of  returns  and  registers,  and  in  the  time  of  making  them  up, 
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will  secure  quite  as  much  information  of  value  concerning  the 
schools  as  in  the  past,  and  at  much  less  expense  of  labor  by  the 
Inspectors.  The  constant  need  of  vigilance,  that  teachei*s  perform 
their  work  thoroughly  and  well,  neglecting  no  part  of  it,  that  trus- 
tees keep  their  school  houses  and  appointments  abreast  of  the  times, 
and  that  advancement  be  made  all  along  the  line,  was  never  more 
urgent  than  at  the  present  time. 

School  Trustees. 

There  are  trustees  who  understand  the  trend  of  educational  sen- 
timent and  have  prepared  to  advance  with  it.  The  school  to  them 
is  second  to  no  other  interest  in  the  community,  and  by  their 
influence  they  mold  the  sentiment  of  the  section.  Another  class  of 
trustees  is  found  in  too  many  sections,  who  pose  as  the  men  who 
can  run  the  cheapest  school  for  miles  around.  They  give  the 
teacher  $2,995  less  than  she  ever  received  before ;  they  provide 
green  wood  and  give  exercise  to  the  big  boys  in  keeping  the  fires 
alive ;  they  exercise  somewhat  the  patience  of  the  teacher  at  the 
fiame  time ;  they  put  off  till  next  term  repairing  the  blackboards, 
furnishing  erasers,  providing  new  maps,  wall  cards,  etc.,  etc.  They 
run  a  cheap  school.  It  is  so  cheap  that  what  is  expended  is  virtually 
lost.  I  refrain  from  naming  these  in  this  report ;  but  hope  they 
may  recognize  themselves  and  reform  before  I  take  the  liberty  to 
use  their  names.  A  third'class,  and  we  have  a  few  of  them,  never 
is  ready  to  do  anything.  They  forget  to  give  notice  of  the  Annual 
School  Meeting  at  the  regular  time.  They  are  pressed  to  call  a 
special  meeting  by  requisition  of  the  ratepayers.  They  provide  a 
school  when  compelled  to  do  so,  to  prevent  paying  a  fine  for  neglect 
of  duty.  I  am  glad  this  class  is  small  and  the  first  class  is  on 
the  increase. 


Winter  Term. 


Uo.  Schools.  . 

No.  Teachers. 

No.  Pupils. 

Attendance. 

Hants 

114 
114 

228 

116 
117 

233 

4265 
4291 

8556 

272423 

Kincrs 

276524 

^^^^o       ..•••••••• 

Total 

548967 

Summer  Term. 

Hants 

121 
117 

238 

124 
122 

246 

4570 
4169 

8739 

276606 

Kinfifs 

240485 

"'O**  •"••••••••• 

Total 

616991 
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Teachers — Winter  Term. 


Grape. 


Hants 

Kinfi[8 

Total 


A 

B 

C 

D 

3 

22 

67 

24 

3 

23 

62 

29 

6 

45 

120 

5-i 

Male. 


Female. 


23 
32 

55 


93 
85 

178 


Total. 


116 
117 

233 


Summer  Term. 


Hants 

2 
2 

4 

25 
21 

46 

69 
61 

130 

28 
38 

66 

19 
18 

37 

105 
104 

209 

124 

KinfiTs 

122 

Total 

246 

Schools. 

The  foregoing  tables  give,  in  brief,  an  outline  of  the  schools  for 
the  year.  I  am  pleaHed  to  say  that  the  pasr.  year  has  been  one  of 
considerable  growth  and  advancement  along  certain  lines  of  school 
woik.  There  are  individual  schools  and  sections  not  taking  full 
•advantage  of  the  School  System  ;  but  on  the  whole  progress  is  being 
made,  and  in  many  sections  it  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  stimulate 
the  surrounding  school  forces.  The  County  Academy  in  Windsor 
is  still  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  a  very  painstaking  and  efficient 
principal  and  a  good  teacher.  He  is  aided  and  sustained  by  a  staff 
of  teachers  of  acknowledged  ability  and  worth.  There  is  the  utmost 
harmony  between  the  teachers  and  the  school  commissioners.  Dur- 
ing the  year  $50  worth  of  individual  chemical  apparatus,  for 
laboratory  practice,  has  been  provided,  also  some  physical  appa- 
ratus, besides  maps  and  an  atlas  for  the  study  of  ancient  and  classi- 
cal geography.  It  is  the  intention  to  supply  an  equal  amount  each 
year  till  a  thoroughly  equipped  laboratory  is  secured.  Regular 
instruction  has  been  given  in  nearly  ail  the  grades  below  the 
Academy  in  the  Tonic  Sol  Fa  system  of  musia  The  results  have 
been  most  satisfactory.  From  grade  7,  nineteen  pupils  were 
examined,  five  of  whom  received  the  Elementary,  and  twelve,'the 
Junior  Certificate.  Two  from  grade  5  received  the  Elemen- 
tary Certificate.  The  pupils  of  grade  7,  Miss  Burgoyne, 
teacher,  have  made  wonderful  advancement  in  music  for 
the  past  term.  There  were  five  matriculants  from  the  Academy 
into  the  colleges  : — one  to  Acadia,  two  to  Kings,  and  two 
to  Dalhousie.  Four  candidates  obtained  grade  C  licenses  at 
the  last  examination  of  teachers.  Windsor  needs  a  new 
Academy  building  on  a  more  modern  plan  than  the  present  building. 
The  present  one  is  not  large  enough  for  the  school,  has  no   ventila- 
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tion,  is  noti  heated  by  the  best  system,  has  no  convenient  room  for 
laboratory  or  chemical  work,  and  must  soon  give  place  to  something 
better  if  the  school  is  to  sustain  its  present  high  standing,  when 
compared  with  other  similar  schools.  Kentville  Academy  has  been 
pressing  to  the  front  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  attendance  has  so 
increased  as  to  warrant  the  employment  of  a  second  grade  A 
teacher.  This  was  done  the  pant  year,  and  there  was  associated 
with  Mr.  McLeod.  Principal,  Mr.  C.  L.  Moore,  and  the  granu  secured 
on  the  two-teacher  basis.  Tbe  teachers  associated  with  Mr.  McLeod 
in  charge  of  the  common  school  departments  have  labored  faithfully 
that  their  pupils  might  advance  from  grade  to  grade  till  they 
reached  the  Academy.  In  this  preparatory  work  the  pupils  have  been 
disciplined  and  trained  in  lines  of  mental  culture  suited  to  their 
years,  and  much  work  of  a  high  order  has  been  performed.  From 
this  school  several  received  grades  B  and  C,  and  some  were 
matriculated  into  college.  The  grant  of  Sl,000  given  to  this 
Academy  brings  with  it  the  requirements  of  expenditure  to  put  its 
buildings  in  condition  and  supply  them  with  apparatus  to  meet  the 
demands  of  a  school  of  such  pretentions.  I  feel  assured  that  the 
School  Commissioners  are  men  who  will  endeavor  to  meet  your 
wishes  in  respect  to  buildings  and  appliances  as  soon  as  their  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  needs  of  the  school. 

The  school  of  four  departments  in  Berwick,  under  the  principal- 
ship  of  Mr.  L.  D.  Robinson,  continues  to  grow  in  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  deserves  mention  in  this  report  as  the  banner  school 
in  the  number  of  candidates  sent  up  to  the  teachers'  examination  ; 
and  I  am  pretty  sure  that  no  similar  school  in  the  province  can  boast 
of  so  many  successful  in  capturing  Grade  B  licenses  for  the  number 
of  applicants  as  this  school.  From  eight  6  candidates  six  were  suc- 
cessful ;  three  others  took  Grade  C  and  five  Grade  D.  I  wish  it 
understood  that  the  teachers  in  the  common  school  grades,  con- 
nected with  this  school,  are  fully  meeting  my  expectations  in  con- 
tributing towards  the  very  efficient  state  of  the  school  sustained  in 
Berwick.  The  same  teachers  have  been  in  the  school  for  several 
years,  except  for  short  periods  of  rest.  The  esteem  in  which  they 
are  held  is  manifest  in  the  increase  of  SlOO  in  the  salary  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  smaller  amounts  to  the  others. 

Wolfville  has  also  four  departments,  having  added  one  the  past 
year.  The  advanced  department  has  had  three  different  teachers 
during  the  year — one  of  these  for  two  portions  of  the  year.  This 
brekking  up  of  the  year  into  four  parts  seemed  unavoidable,  so*  far 
as  the  trustees  were  concerned  ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  make  much 
progress  under  this  kind  of  treatment.  The  three  subordinate 
departments  have  been  prosecuting  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  section  and  myself.  In  the  matter  of  school  accommodation, 
Wolfville  has  taken  a  step  in  advance  of  its  own  previous  record 
and  in  advance  of  any  section  in  the  two  counties.  A  new  school 
house  is  in  course  of  erection  which  promises  to  be  the  finest  in  the 
district.  Provision  has  been  made  to  heat  and  ventilate  the  build- 
ing by  the  Fuller  and  Warner  system,  one  of  the  most  improved  and 
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host  systems  in  America.  The  sanitary  arrangements  connected 
with  this  are  said  to  be  about  perfect.  By  this  system  the  impure 
air  is  conducted  from  the  room  and  replaced  by  pure  heated  air,  at 
a  uniform  and  right  temperature,  every  7  or  10  minutes.  Thus  the 
air  will  not  deteriorate  when  the  rooms  are  occupied.  The  pupils 
will  be  freed  from  lassitude  and  headaches  and  enabled  to  do  their 
work  under  conditions  of  healthfulness  and  happiness.  The  air  is 
led  from  the  rooms  to  the  vaults,  and  after  drying  up  all  excrement, 
escapes  by  the  flues,  leaving  all  parts  of  the  buildini^  pure.  In  my 
opinion  there  is  more  need  of  improvement  in  this  matter  of  venti- 
lation than  in  any  other  connected  with  the  schools. 

Hantsport  has  Ave  departments  and  is  one  of  our  best  schools. 
Mr.  Geo.  J.  Miller,  who  has  been  principal  of  the  school  for  five  years, 
reigned  at  mid-summer  to  take  charge  of  the  Dartmouth  High 
Scbool.  He  is  a  man  eminently  fitted  for  a  position  of  this  kind, 
and  the  school  under  him  and  his  excellent  assistants  has  sustained 
a  high  standing  among  our  schools.  Mr.  Miller  will  be  much  missed 
by  the  teachers  of  this  district  and  by  myself.  He  always  took  a 
prominent  part  in  our  teachers'  meetings  and  associations,  and  leaves 
behind  him  many  warm  friends.  He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Isaac 
Crombie,  a  graduate  of  Acadia  College,  and  of  the  Normal  School, 
and  a  man  who  has  already  won  distinction  as  a  teacher.  I  expect 
to  see  no  abatement  in  the  progress  of  the  school  under  his 
management. 

The  school  at  Maitland  is  pressing  ahead  admirably.  For  the 
past  year,  Mr.  C.  W.  Brown  has  labored  most  faithfully  and  suc- 
cessfully as  its  principal.  As  a  result  a  fourth  department  has  been 
started  snd  a  good  beginning  made  in  providing  chemical  and  other 
apparatus  for  teaching  science.  Canning  school  still  maintains  its 
good  state  of  efficiency  under  Mr.  Qeo.  W.  Coffin,  Miss  Burbidge, 
and  Miss  Challen. 

The  other  graded  schools  of  this  district  have  two  departments  each 
and  are  located  at  Somerset,  Waterville,Woodville,Harborville, Hants 
Border  and  Ringsport  in  King's  county,  and  Falmouth,  Avondale, 
Brooklyn,  Burlington,  Summerville,  Cheverie,  Brookville,  Shuben- 
acadie.  South  Maitland,  Upper  Selma,  West  Noel  and  Walton,  in 
Hants  county.  There  are  twenty-five  of  these  graded  schools  in 
the  district,  and  these  represent  seventy  departments,  as  follows: 
One  contains  ten  departments ;  two,  five,  three,  four ;  and  nineteen 
two,  each.  While  1  cannot  group  them  all  together  as  regards  the 
merit  of  their  work,  I  may  say  in  general  terms,  they  are  all  pretty 
good  schools,  and  of  more  than  half  of  them  that  work  of  a  superior 
character  is  done  in  them.  The  miscellaneous  schools  do  not  have 
all  the  poor  teachers.  They  are  conducted  in  many  cases  by  a  bard- 
worked  painstaking  class  of  teachers.  Many  of  them  try  to  do  more 
than  it  is  possible  to  overtake ;  but  on  the  whole  do  very  valuable 
work.  Some  poor  teachers  still  cling  to  the  schools.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, the  number  of  this  class  will  grow  gradually  less  as  the  new 
regulations,  encouraging  attendance  at  the  Normal  School,  come  to 
be  understood  and  enforced. 
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Teachers. 

Fifty-one  of  the  teachers  in  winter,  and  fifty-five  in  summer,  held 
Normal  School  Diplomas. 

Of  the  teachers  employed,  55  were  male,  and  178  female,  in  win- 
ter ;  and  37  male,  and  209  female,  in  summer. 

Fifty*three  teachers  in  winter  and  fifty  in  summer  closed  their 
schools  without  holding  the  required  public  examination.  Of  the 
teachers  doing  this,  not  more  than  half  gave  any  reasonable  excuse 
for  this  infringement  of  the  law.  This  loose  way  of  treating  the 
plain  requirements  of  the  law  will,  under  the  new  regulations,  be 

?unished  by  loss  of  grants  or  license  or  both — if  the  case  merit  it. 
'here  is  a  necessity,  too,  for  a  more  strict  adherence  to  the  curriculum 
of  studies,  on  the  part  of  some  teachers.  The  teacher  who  teaches 
a  Government  school  and  participates  in  the  Government  grants 
must  be  held  to  the  Government  regulations  or  be  ruled  out  for  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  conditions  upon  which  such  grants  are  made. 
Teachers  should  feel  that  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  selection  of  studies  for  their  pupils.  They  should  ascertain  to 
what  grades  their  pupils  belong  and  assign  them  the  work  prescribed 
for  those  grades.  It  is  the  experience  of  those  who  have  made  fair 
trial  of  it,  that  the  course  of  study  in  its  aim  is  very  useful,  and 
much  more  can  be  accomplished  by  following  it  than  by  not  doing  so. 

New  School  Houses. 

Welsford,  Elmsdale  and  South  Uniacke  have  built  new  school 
houses  during  the  year.  The  last  named  is  in  East  Hants,  and  was 
recently  organized  into  a  Section.  The  discovery  of  gold  attracted 
settlers,  and  there  are  now  30  children  so  situated  that  a  school  is  a 
necessity.  The  people  built  a  school  house  and  started  a  school  even 
before  the  Section  was  sanctioned.  Should  the  mines  continue  to 
yield  as  at  present  there  will  be  a  large  school  here. 

Poor's  Farm,  West  Hants. 

This  farm,  owned  by  the  Municipality  of  West  Hants,  on  which 
the  poor  are  maintained,  is  situated  in  MacKay  School  Section,  in 
Newport.  The  property  is  not  assessable  for  schools,  and  there  are 
living  here  16  children  of  school  age.  Objections  on  various  grounds 
are  made  to  having  these  children  attend  the  public  school.  The 
people  here  feel  they  have  no  right  to  provide  a  school  for  these 
children,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  municipality,  and  would  regard 
it  as  a  hardship  to  have  such  a  class  of  children  thrust  upon  their 
school  to  associate  with  their  children.  They  object  most  decidedly 
to  this.  The  managers  of  the  institution  have  had  a  young  woman 
employed  during  the  summer  to  teach  these  children.  This  seems 
to  be  a  special  case  and  is  reported  to  you  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
of  the  Councillors,  in  the  hope  that  some  special  means  may  be  pro- 
vided to  aid  in  the  education  of  these  unfortunates.  It  needs  no 
argument  to  prove  that  Provincial  grants  are  intended  to  aid  in 
such  cases,  and  I  respectfully  ask  for  this  your  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS.  79 


Corporal  Punishments. 

Almost  every  term  some  teachers  feel  impelled  in  the  discharge 
of  duty  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  to  bring  into  order  refractory 
pupils  or  check  the  disobedient.  This  is  done  rather  than  turn 
such  pupils  adrift  to  become  ruined  and  a  nuisance  to  society. 
When  parents  undei^stand  the  aim  and  intent  of  the  teacher  to  W 
the  ultimate  good  of  the  pupil  and  the  school,  this  is  almost 
always  sure  to  result  from  the  punishment ;  but  not  infrequently  the 
parent**  hasten  to  the  nearest  Ju?^tice  of  the  Peace,  secure  a  writ  and 
drag  the  teacher  before  his  court  and  the  public,  to  be  tried  and 
compelled  to  pay  a  fine  and  costs  for  common  assault.  The  case  i» 
dealt  with  exactly  as  in  the  case  of  one  assaulting  another  on  the 
highway.  The  fact  that  the  teacher  is  in  loco  parentis,  and  has 
a  legal  right  to  punish,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  wise  parent  would^ 
to  keep  his  children  in  submission  and  make  them  obedient,  is  lost 
sight  of.  Teachers  may  and  sometimes  do  punish  to  excess,  and 
should  pay  the  penalty  therefor  ;  but  the  publicity  given  to  cases  of 
punishment  where  the  teacher  is  legitimately  discharging  his  duties^ 
and  the  great  injustice  in  treating  such  cases  as  common  assault^ 
compels  me  in  the  interests  of  fair  play  for  the  teacher  to  protest 
against  this  mode  of  trial.  Often,  had  the  teacher  means  to  carry 
his  case  to  the  higher  courts,  he  would  win  ;  but  he  is  not  able  to  do 
this  and  he  drops  it  with  the  loss  of  fine  and  costs  and  the  complete 
overthrow  of  his  influence  and  authority  in  the  school.  I  have 
described  an,  actual  case,  without  giving  names,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  attention,  in  a  general  way,  to  the  gross  injustice  done  to 
teachers  and  schools  in  these  little  magistrates'  courts,  and  of  sug- 
gesting a  remedy. 

In  cases  of  what  may  be  termed  excessive  punishment  by  teach- 
ers, I  would  suggest  that  upon  complaint  being  filed  with  the 
trustees  in  a  legal  way,  they  shall  choose  one  of  their  number^  the 
aggrieved  parties  shall  chose  a  second  person,  and  in  case  of  disa- 
greement, these  two,  thus  chosen,  shall  choose  a  third,  who  shall 
have  power  to  settle  the  case,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final  and 
binding  upon  the  parties  concerned. 

In  order  that  trustees  and  others  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  deal 
with  cases  of  too  trivial  a  character,  the  agsfrieved  parties  must  first 
present  a  certificate  from  a  M.  D.  to  the  effect  that  the  punishment 
was  excessive,  before  they  (the  trustees),  shall  feel  bound  to  investi- 
gate the  case. 

The  full  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  for  any  part  of  the  year 
was  10,613. 

The  schools  at  Kentville.  Wolfville,  Hantsport  and  a  few  others, 
were  taught  music  by  the  Tonic  Sol-Fa  system. 

Iliave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 
A,  B.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORO. 

W.  MaoIsaac,  B.  a.,  Inspector, 
Sib,— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  public  schools  and 
educational  affairs  of  District  No.  6,  comprising  tho  counties  of 
Antigonish  and  Guysboro,  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1892.  As 
the  period  since  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Schools 
has  been  entirely  too  short  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  schools,  teachers  and  other  educational. forces  of  the  district,  I 
venture  to  bespeak  your  kind  indulgence  if  you  find  this,  my  first 
report,  less  full  and  exhaustive  than  might,  under  more  favorable 
circumstances,  be  expected. 

In  Antigonish  there  were  90  schools  in  session  during  the  winter 
term  and  96  during  the  summer  term.  In  Guysboro  for  the  same 
terms,  the  numbers  were  respectively  80  and  92. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  Antigonish  during  the  winter 
term  was  3035,  and  during  the  summer  term  3179.  The  corres- 
ponding number  for  Guysboro  were  3154  and  3288. 

The  grand  total  attendance  is  as  follows  : 

Antigonish  County. 

Grand  total  attendance.  Winter  Term 191,046 

Summer    "    174,404 


<(  it 


Guysboro  County. 

Grand  total  attendance,  Winter  Term 197,946 

Summer    "    189,597 

The  grand  total  attendance  for  Antigonish  during  the  year  was 
365,450, — an  increase  of  35,075  over  that  of  the  previous  one ; 
Guysboro  under  this  heading  shows  an  increase  of  33,090.  This 
showing  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
total  enrolment  of  the  year  just  ended  was  less  than  that  of  its  pre- 
decessor. The  explanation  for  this  rather  interesting  circumstance 
is  mainly  to  be  found  in  the  greater  prevalence  of  the  dread  La 
Grippe  during  the  winter  term  of  1890-91. 

Average  annual  salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  including  Govern- 
ment grants. 


Males. 


A&B         C  D 

Antigonish..    $367.58  $213.96  $152.04 

Guysboro'  ..      522.08     230.06     166.04 


Females. 


A.&  B    C    D 
$234.08  $204.68  $144.54 

286.88  224.16  156.04 


•      X 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  teachers  of  each  sex  and 
of  different  grades  in, each  county  : 

ANTIGONISH   CdUNTY. 


WlNTEB  T>BM. 

TOTAL. 

Sdmmek  Term. 

Total. 

A     B     C      D 

Male 2       5     20      8 

Female    —      3    24    28 

35 
55 

A     B   C     D 

1       4  27    10 

3  23    28 

• 

42 
54 

Total  of  (Trades  and  sexes . . 

90  i 

96 

QuYSBORo'  County. 


A      B     C      D 

Male 1      4      5       2 

Female. —      5     21     43 

12 
69 

A 
1 

BCD 
2     4      3 
4  30    48 

10 
82 

Total  of  (grades  and  sexes . . 

81 

92 

In  the  matter  of  erecting  and  repairing  school  houses  there  is  but 
little  to  report.  The  school  house  at  Lower  White  Head,  Quysboro 
county,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  September  last,  but  it  is  being  re- 
placed by  another  which  will  be  ready  for  use  at  an  eat ly  day.  The 
fact,  however,  is  not  less  unfortunate  than  singular  that  this  is  the 
second  time,  within  a  few  years,  this  section  had  to  make  good  a 
loss  sustained  through  the  same  agency. 

While  the  ideal  school  building  is  not  by  any  means  to  be  found 
in  every  section,  it  is  but  the  truth  to  state  that  there  is  no  section 
without  one,  and  that  our  people,  as  a  whole,  show  in  this  particular 
an  activity  and  a  taste  that  are  highly  encouraging. 

It  will  be  readily  observed  from  the  last  table  submitted,  that  the 
number  of  grade  B  teachers  is  comparatively  small,  and  that  con- 
sequently nearly  all  the  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  grades  C  and  D. 
The  reasi>n  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  trustees,  as  a  general  rule,  are 
content  to  engage  the  services  of  the  cheapest  teacher.  The  tend- 
ency on  the  part  of  our  more  capable  and  scholarly  teachers  to 
abandon  the  profession  for  more  lucrative  and  permanent  avocations 
is  becoming  more  marked  from  year  to  year ;  nor  is  there  much  hope 
that  it  can  be  obviated  except  by  making  the  teaching  profession 
financially  more  attractive. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  testify  that  the  teachers  of  the  district 
generally,  are  most  punctual  and  painstaking  in  the  discharge  of 
their  various  duties  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the 
«rdor  and  enthusiasm  with  which  many  of  them  enter  upon  their 
duties,  are  not  measured  by  the  parsimony  of  their  employers. 
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Durkig  last  winter  the  Academy  in  Guysboro  was  in  charge  of  I. 
M.  Lon|:>ley,  Esq.,  who  taught  there  with  much  acceptance  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  Owing  to  illness  he  was  obliged  to  resign  hi& 
position  last  spring,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Buchanan  of  Sydney. 

The  school  commissioners  of  Antigonish  sustained  a  serious  loss 
last  year  in  the  sad  death  of  the  Rev.  R.  MacGillivray,  of  Arisaig, 
and  also  in  the  removal  of  many  valued  members  of  the  Board  from 
the  district. 

The  resignation  of  my  predecessor,  Professor  A.  0.  MacDonald, 
caused  universal  regret  aroon^  his  many  friends  in  this  inspectorate. 
For  eight  years  he  taught  with  distinguished  success  in  the  Mathe- 
matical Department  of  Sr.  F.  X.  College,  Antigonish,  and  in  both 
capacities  as  Professor  and  Inspector,  he  accomplished  much  to 
advance  and  elevate  the  condition  of  education  in  Eastern  Nova 
Scotia.  In  the  higher  sphere  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the 
Normal  School,  the  teachers  of  this  Province  are  afforded  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  benefit  by  his  ripe  judgment  and  practical 
experience  as  an  educationist. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  most  cordially  on 
your  appointment  to  the  high  and  honorable  position  of  Chief  Super- 
intendent of  Education  of  your  native  province  ;  and  to  thank  yoa 
sincerely  for  much  assistance  and  many  official  courtesies  received 
at  your  hands  during  the  year, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MacISAAC. 
A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  B.  a.,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  my  report  on  the  schools  of  the 
district  under  my  supervision  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31,  1892. 

Several  petitions  foi-  the  establishment  of  new  sections  by  the 
division  or  re-organization  of  existing  ones  came  before  both  Boards 
of  School  Commissioners  at  the  last  annual,  as  well  as  at  subsequent 
adjourned  and  special  meetings,  but  the  proposed  changes  not  having 
been  granted  by  the  Boards,  <»r  failing?,  as  in  one  case,  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  number  of  sections 
remain  the  same  as  last  year, — 132  organized  sections  in  Cape 
Breton  county  and  70  in  Richmond.  The  Boards  have  found  by 
experience  that  it  is  not  wise  to  be  too  ready  to  grant  sub  divisions 
petitioned  for,  there  being  several  instances  in  both  counties  of  the 
injurious  eflfects  of  the  undue  multiplication  of  sections.     It  is  much 
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easier  to  secure  the  division  of  a  section  than  a  re-union,  after  ex- 
perience has  shown  the  un-wisdom  of  the  experiment,  as  the  law,  in 
the  latter  case,  requires  the  signatures  of  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers- 
of  each  section  to  a  petition,  and  this  is  generally  fonnd  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible  to  obUtin.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Boards 
should  have  larger  powers  than  they  now  enjoy  in  this  respect,  or 
that  the  law  could  be  so  amended  as  to  restore  the  original  section 
to  its  former  status  if,  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time,  it  be 
found  that  the  newly  formed  section  is  unable  to  suppoft  a  school 
or  fails  to  make  any  effort  to  establish  one.  There  are  two  cases  in 
point  in  the  county  of  Richmond.  Section  No.  64,  Bear  Island, 
originally  a  portion  of  Section  No.  47,  Gut  of  Canso,  was  established 
in  IS'M.  It  has  never  had  a  school,  as  far  as  I  know,  and  certainly 
not  dince  my  incumbency.  In  1887,  a  new  section  named  Macpher- 
son,  No.  17J,  was  formed  by  the  division  of  Section  No.  17,  Grand 
Digue,  and  the  annexing  of  a  portion  of  Bray,  No.  49.  In  the  new 
section,  no  practical  steps  have  been  taken  from  that  day  to  this  to 
build  a  school  house  or  establish  a  school,  and  Bray  section  has  been 
seriously  crippled.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  more 
public-spirited  ratepayers,  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  schools,. 
to  have  these  sections  restored  to  their  original  boundaries,  but  they 
proved  abortive  owing  to  the  difficulty  above  pointed  out  As  the 
law  stands,  I  see  no  other  means  of  effecting  the  desired  reunion 
than  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.  In  the  meantime,  many  children 
are  left  without  the  beneBts  of  education.  Besides  the  above^ 
another  attempt  was  made  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Richmond 
Board  to  unite  two  sections  in  which  ate  now  maintained  verv  in- 
different  schools,  Hureauville  and  Richmond  Mines,  and  though  the 
time  is  mast  opportune,  the  school  houses  of  both  having  been  con- 
demned, the  scheme  failed  for  want  uf  the  necessary  signatures. 

In  the  county  of  Cape  Breton,  12  sections  had  no  schools  in 
operation  any  part  of  » he  year,  as  compared  with  9  the  previous 
year,  and  in  Richmond  county  only  4  sections  were  idle  the  >vhole 
year  ns  compare  I  with  7  the  previous  year.  Trie  attendance  in  both 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  the  previous  year  as  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : 

Cape  Breton  County. 


Winter  Tkrm. 

ScHMKR  Term. 

• 

No.  of      '"So.  of  pupils 
Schools.      1     enrolled. 

• 

No.  of 
Schools. 

No.  of  pupils 
enrolled. 

Total  Number 

of  Pupils 
during  Year. 

1891 

1892 

150 
149 

5771 
5875 

164 
160 

6252 
6181 

6926 
6954 

Increase  . 

104 

28 

'  Decrease  . 

1 

4 

""'n'.' 
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Richmond  County. 


Winter  Term. 

SuMMBR  Term. 

No.  of 
Schools. 

No.  of  Papils 
Enroired. 

No.  of 
Schools. 

No.  of  Pupils 
Enrolled. 

Total  Number 

of  Pupils 
during  Year. 

1891 

1892 

61 
63 

2187 

2361 

70 
74 

2552 
2737 

2615 
2903 

Increase  • 

2 

74 

4 

185 

288 

Cape  Breton  County. 

1891.  Grand  total  attendance.  Winter  Terra 368,796 

1892.  ,,  „  „  388,299 


Increase 29,493 


1891.     Grand  total  attendance,  Summer  Term 
1892, 


II 


II 


363,906 
369,099 


Increase 6,183 

Richmond    County. 

1 891.  Grand  toUl  attendance.  Winter  Term 132.361 

1892.  „                   „                     I,           154,078 


Increase 21,717 

1891.  Grand  total  attendance,  Summer  Term ..... '. .   144,856 

1892.  ,1  „  , 163,091 


Increase 18,235 

While  the  above  tables  show  a  slightly  decreased  number  of 
schools  in  operation  in  one  county,  and  an  equally  slight  increa^  in 
the  other,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  enrollment  in  both  was  actually 
larger,  and  the  increase  in  the  attendance  was  satisfactory,  indicating 
of  course  greater  regularity.  The  total  number  of  pupils  registered 
during  the  year  was,  in  Cape  Breton  county  1  in  4.5  of  the  popula- 
tion, according  to  the  census  of  1881,  or  about  the  same  proportion 
as  the  previous  year ;  and  in  Richmond  county,  it  was  1  in  5.2,  as 
compared  with  1  in  5.77.  The  larger  number  of  towns  and  villaoes 
proportionally  to  the  population  in  the  former  county  doubtless 
accounts  in  part  for  the  greater  proportion  of  children  attend- 
ing school,  besides  the  incorporated  towns  of  Sydney,  North 
Sydney  and  Sydney  Mines,  having  from  9  to  11  depart- 
ments each,  such  mining  centres  as  Little  Glace  Bay,  Cow  Bay, 
Bridgeport,  Victoria  Mines  and  Reserve  and  Lorway  comprise  no 
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less  than  24  departments  between  them,  ran^ng  from  3  to  7  each. 
Then  there  are  Louisburg,  Mainadieu  and  Qabaros  with  two  depart- 
4nents  each.  Against  this,  the  other  county  can  show  only  two  sec- 
tions with  more  than  two  departments  each,  viz.  :  Arichat  5,  and 
Acadiaville  4 ;  and  three  having  2  each,  viz.  :  St.  Peter's,  D'Escousse^ 
-and  Poulamond.  There  are,  nevertheless,  such  large  and  thickly 
populated  settlements  as  KArdoise,  River  Bourgeois  and  Petit-de- 
-Orat,  which  are  divided  up  into  several  distinct  sections.  There  is, 
however,  the  further  fact  that  while  the  census  of  1881  was  required 
to  be  used  in  the  statistical  tables  for  the  year,  the  recent  census 
'Credits  the  county  of  Cape  Breton  with  an  increase  of  nearly  3,000 
in  population,  while  the  county  of  Richmond  suffered  a  diminution 
of  722.  By  the  last  census,  the  proportion  would  stand  1  in  4.92 
for  the  former,  and  1  in  4.96  for  the  latter  county. 

The  number  of  the  different  prades  and  sexes  of  teachers  employed 
differed  but  slightly  from  last  year,  as  seen  from  the  following 
table  : 

Cape  Breton  County. 


Winter  Term. 

Total. 

SCMMKR  TkRH. 

Total. 

1891. 
Male. . . 
T'emale . 

A      B 
...4     22 

. . . —       6 

...4     20 

.  .  ."—            O 

c 

22 
40 

20 
37 

D 

26 
30 

22 
38 

74 
76 

A 
5 

4 

BCD 

19     28     28 
7    39    38 

19     24     24 
9     42     38 

80 

84 

1892. 
Male. . . 
Female . 

150 

66 
83 

164 

71 
89 

149 

160 

Richmond  County. 


1891. 

-1 

Male 

..  1 

7 

12 

10 

30 

1 

9     15    13 

38 

Female . . 

•  •  ^^^ 

1 

11 

19 

31 

—    12    20 

32 

61 

70 

1892. 

Male 

..  1 

7 

10 

11 

29 

1 

10    17     11 

39 

Female . . 

• .  ^^^ 

18 

16 

34 

17    18 

35 

63 

74 
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A  comparison  of  the  average  annual  salaries  received  does  not 
show  any  very  material  difference,  or  any  regolarity  of  increase  or 
decrease,  in  the  different  grades,  such  differences  as  exist  being 
mainly  due  to  accidental  causes  rather  than  any  definite  principle*. 


]Malbs. 


A  &  B        C  D 

Cape  Breton,  1891. $397.45  $215.32  $169.69 

1892.   388.44     204.41     148.31 

Richmond  ..  1891.   273.56     228.80     162.92 

..1892.    299.22     216.06     155.13 


Females. 


A&B        C  D 

$296.18  $229.64  $150.75 
300.83  241.89  146.97 
192.85  164.64  143.00 
184.06     149.16i 


I  regret  to  report  that  the  Richmond  County  Academy  at  Arichat 
has  ceased  to  exist  as  such,  having  failed,  by  a  small  fraction,  to 
make  the  requisite  average.  This  failure  to  maintain  the  small 
average  of  15  shows  (1)  that  the  local  requirements  for  academic 
work  are  not  very  extensive,  and  (2)  that  the  school  was  not,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  serving  the  purposes  for  which  county  academies 
were  established.  If  all  the  students  of  the  county  who  have  been 
and  are  attending  academies  in  other  parts  of  the  Province  had  pat- 
ronized the  local  institution,  more  than  the  required  average  would 
easily  have  been  maintained.  While,  therefore,  the  loss  both  in 
prestige  and  in  cash  is  regrettable,  as  far  as  the  town  of  Arichat  is 
concerned,  it  will  not  be  materially  felt  by  the  rural  sections  of  the 
county. 

Sydney  Academy,  under  Principal  MacKeen  and  Vice-Principal 
Stewart,  is  maintaining  its  efficiency  and  usefulness,  and  is  assuming 
more  and  more  the  character  of  an  Island  institution,  as  all  the 
counties  of  Cape  Breton  send  a  fair  quota  of  students  to  its  halls. 
The  number  registered  last  winter  term  was  65.  making  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  52.6;  and  in  the  summer  term  there  were  46 
registered  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  34.7,  making  for  the 
year  an  average  of  43.65.  The  students  of  this  Academy  have,  for 
several  years  past,  been  publishing  a  monthly  paper  under  the  title 
of  "  The  Sydney  Academy  Record,"  which,  while  not  so  pretentious, 
perhaps,  as  journals  issued  from  larger  institutions,  is  still  very 
creditable  to  the  students,  and  is  fulfilling  a  very  useful  mission  by 
fostering  among  them  a  wholesame  esprit  de  corps  and  that  love  for 
Alma  Mater  which  is  so  well  calculated  to  promote  the  future  wel- 
fare of  any  institution  of  learning.  The  students  therefore  deserve 
credit  for  their  efforts  in  maintaining  their  scholastic  organ,  and 
they  deserve  the  encouragement  and  practical  sympathy  and  support 
of  the  citizens  of  Sydney  in  particular,  and  of  all  who  have  the 
welfare  of  the  Academy  at  heart.  It  were  much  to  be  desired  that 
the  same  spirit  was  manifested  among  the  teachers  in  support  of 
their  own  professional  organ,  the  Ediucational  Review,  whose  client- 
ele in  this  district  is,  I  regret  to  say,  very  circumscribed. 
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The  number  of  new  school  buildings  erected  in  the  course  of  the 
year  is  not  large,  but  at  least  one  creditable  addition  has  been  made 
to  the  gradually  increasing  number  of  our  really  good  school  houses. 
The  town  of  North  Sydney,  finding  its  school  accommodation  in- 
adequate, determined,  during  the  year,  upon  replacing  some  of  its 
old  buildings  by  one  good  convenient  modern  school  hduse,  and  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit,  I  found  five  of  the 
departments  scattered  around  the  town  in  temporary  and  more  or 
less  suitable  quarters,  and  the  building  in  which  they  had  previously 
been  accommodated  torn  down  and  being  replaced  by  a  large  and 
imposing  structure  for  eight  depai  tments,  with  all  necessary  adjuncts 
in  the  shape  of  ante-rooms,  etc.  A  more  extended  description  of 
this  fine  school  house  will,  however,  more  properly  belong  to  next 
year's  report,  as  it  was  not  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  till 
some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  current,  school  year.  The  new 
school  house  at  West  Louis  burg  was  found  occupied,  and  though  not 
finished  inside,  was  fairly  comfortable,  being  high  and  well  lighted. 
A  suggestion  of  mine  with  regard  to  arrangement  of  windows,  carried 
out  even  after  the  building  was  well  advanced,  remedied  what 
would  have  been  a  grave  defect ;  and  this  leads  me  to  wish  that  in- 
spectors were  furnished  with  oflBcial  plans  which  trustees  in  country 
sections  could  be  compelled  to  adopt. 

In  the  county  of  Richmond,  new  buildings  were  found  to  have 
been  erected  and  occupied  at  Cape  Auguet,  Sec.  No.  51,  and  Inter- 
vale No.  32.  Neither  of  these  were  finished  interiorly,  and  one  of 
them  was  simply  habit(xble  for  summer  time.  The  building  at 
Intervale  [(Framboise  District)  replaces  one  destroved  by  fire  in 
1890,  since  which  time  there  had  been  no  school  in  the  section.  The 
school-house  of  Framboise,  No.  46,  which  had  been  allowed  to  fall 
almost  into  decay  from  desuetude  was,  last  spring,  partially  repaired, 
and  school  was  resumed  ior  the  summer  term,  after  an  interreg- 
mum  of  several  years.  The  above  cases,  not  to  speak  of  several 
instances  of  more  or  less  extensive  repairs  and  embellishments,^  con- 
stitute the  bulk  of  the  building  operations  of  the  year,  but  I  exppct 
to  see  more  new  buildings  go  up  in  the  near  future,  as  several  school- 
houses  have  lately  been  condemned  in  both  counties,  and  several 
other  sections  notified  that  a  similar  fate  awaited  theirs. 

No  less  than  three  school-houses  were  destroyed  last  July  by  the 
forest  fires  which,  owing  to  the  great  drought  prevailing  at  that 
time,  raged  in  difierent  parts  of  Cape  Breton  county,  viz :  one  at 
Lakeville,  Section  No.  8,  near  Sydney,  another  at  Grand  Mira  North, 
No.  84,  and  a  third  at  Brickyard,  No.  129,  near  Albert  Bridge.  The 
first  two  were  comparatively  new,  having  been  built  only  two  or 
three  years  ago,  previous  to  which  the  second  section  named  had 
not  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  a  school  for  several  years  owing  to  a 
similar  calamity.  The  third  was  in  course  of  construction,  the  old 
house  having  been  torn  down  to  be  rebuilt.  None  of  these  buildings, 
as  far  as  I  know,  were  insured,  and  all  of  the  sections  could  ill  afford 
the  loss,  and  I  fear  it  may  be  some  years  before  it  will  be  made  good 
in  somfi  of  them.    Trustees  and  ratepayers  should  take  a  lesson  and 
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keep  their  school  property  reasonably  insured.  Hard,  however,  as- 
the  above  losses  are  upon  the  sections  concerned,  they  are  not  to  be 
compared  in  hardship  to  that  of  Section  No.  18»  South  Head,  Cow 
Bay  district.  In  last  year  s  report,  I  had  this  to  say  about  this  very 
section  : — "  At  South  Head  (Cow  Bay),  a  neat  new  building  replaces 
the  one  reported  last  year  as  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 
people  of  this  section  deserve  great  credit  and  special  commendation 
for  their  energy  and  public  spirit  in  overcoming  exceptional  difficul- 
ties. This  is  the  second  time  within  a  few  years  that  they  have  been 
obliged  to  make  good  losses  by  fire,  in  the  face  of  the  disheartening 
suspicion  amounting  to  a  moral  certainty  in  the  latter  instance  at 
least,  that  incendiarism  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  that  possibly 
the  same  dastard  band  is  lurking  in  their  midst  ready  to  subject  them- 
to  a  similar  ordeal.  The  new  school-house  was  fairly  well  finished 
(^interiorly),  furnished  and  equipped,  and  the  school  was  doing  excel- 
lent work  under  an 'intelligent  and  painstaking  teacher." 

Well,  about  the   beginning   of   December  (1891),  on  a  Sundays 
morning,  this  same  school  house  was  seen  on  fire.     By  great  exer- 
tions, the  flames   were  subdued   but  not  before  the  building  was- 
badly  damaged.     It  had  been  insured  for  $100.     A  claim  was  made 
for  $50,  which  was  paid,  but  the  insurance  company  cancelled  th& 
policy.     Temporary  repairs   were   effected  and  the  school  was  re- 
opened and  continued    till   Christmas  vacation,  when  it  was  once 
more,  in  the  words  of  my  informant,  "  made  neat  and  comfortable.'" 
School  was  again  resumed,  and  on  the  third  day,  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  house  was  again  seen  in  full  blaze,  and  so  fierce  was  th& 
fire,  that  before  the  people  could  get  to  it,  it  was  beyond  control. 
The  section  was  thus  once  more  left  without  a  school-house,  without 
a  dollar  of  insurance,  and  with  a  small  debt  on  the  burnt  building.. 
The   friends   of   the   school  were  well-nigh  discouraged,   (and   no 
wonder)  but,  nevertheless,  they  managed  by  special  permission   to 
maintain  their  school  for  the  remainder. of  the  year  in  the  only^ 
available  building,  which  was   very  small  and   unsuitable.     What 
steps,  if  any,  have  of  late  been  taken  to  rebuild,  I  have  not  been 
informed,  but  this  is  certainly  a  case  that  calls  for  sympathy  and 
deserves  special  consideration. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  long-standing  difficulty 
between  the  town  of  Sydney  and  the  remnant  of  the  adjoining  sec- 
tion of  Muggah's  Creek.  No.  2,  has  been  at  length  definitely  and 
satisfactorily  settled  by  the  special  legislation  of  last  session,  where- 
by that  portion  of  the  latter  section  lying  outside  the  town  limit  shall 
henceforth,  for  all  school  purposes,  *'  be  deemed  and  be  part  of  the 
town  of  Sydney."  The  town  School  Board  has  since  taken  over  the 
sectioa  school-house,  removed  it  to  a  convenient  site,  repaired  and 
furnished  it,  and  opened  an  elementary  department  for  that  suburb. 

The  number  of  candidates  applying  last  July  for  teachers'  licenses 
was,  at  Sydney  Station,  76,  and  at  Arichat,  20.  The  following  table 
shows  the  different  grades  applied  for  and  the  results  : 
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SYDNEY. 


No.  applying 
for  Grade. 

No.  obtaining  Grade 

» 

Failed. 

No.  already  holding 
licenses. 

A 1 

B 9 

C 40 

D 26 

A 

•  •        •       • 

•  •        •       • 

•  •        •       • 

•  •       •       • 

B         C 

•  •••           .... 

3          4 

•  •  •  •         %y 

••••       •••• 

D 

•     •      •     • 

2 
19 

7 

1 

i2' 

19 

C 7 

D  14 

Total 76 

•        •        •        • 

3          13 

28 

32 

21 

ARICHAT. 


B 

■  •   •  •      4 

....                   X 

.... 

3 

C 

....  6 

•   •••             .... 

1 

4 

1 

C  

2 

D...... 

10 

..••              •■.. 

•       •       •       • 

2 

8 

5 

Total 

20 

....                       JL 

1 

9 

9 

7 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  the  44  candidates  at  the  former  station 
who  succeeded  in  capturing  a  license  of  some^rade,  21  were  already 
licensed  teachers,  bo  that  23  obtained  a  license  for  the  first  time, 
being  a  little  over  30  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  applicants. 
The  number  already  holding  licenses  out  of  the  11  candidates  who 
were  successful  at  Arichat  was  7,  the  result  being  4  n^i/;  teachers,  or 
20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  candidates. 

While  in  Beaver's  Cove  school  section  in  the  county  of  Cape 
Breton  last  April,  there  being  no  school  in  operation  in  the  common 
or  public  school,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  spending  a 
couple  of  hours  with  Pruf.  J.  D.  McKinnon  in  his  Agricultural 
school.  The  main  course  of  lectures  for  the  season  had  been  com- 
pleted and  most  of  the  farmer  students  had  dispersed,  but  there 
were  still  five  in  attendance  receiving  special  lessons,  some  of  them 
well  advanced  in  years,  and  some  from  distant  parts  of  the  Island. 
These  expressed  themselves  as  highly  pleased  with  the  instructions 
received,  and  I  was  much  interested  in  Mr.  McKinnon's  account  of 
the  working  of  the  school  and  of  the  results  already  accomplished. 
Mr.  McKinnon  being  himself  a  practical  farmer  and  withal  an 
excellent  teacher,  imbued  with  a  rare  amount  of  enthusiasm  in  his 
work,  he  cannot  fail  to  be  successful  as  a  teacher  of  agriculture. 
Mr.  McKinnon  taught  the  section  common  school  during  the  summer 
term,  and  at  my  visit,  his  juvenile  pupils  displayed  rare  proficiency 
in  Botany  and  Entomology,  while  they  were  quite  up  to  their 
several  standards'in  Language,  Geography  and  Arithmetic. 
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The  returns  show  that  nearly  one  half  the  pupils  registered  at 
school  were  receiving  the  oral  lessons  prescribed  by  the'  Course  of 
Study.  A  good  many  of  the  teacher-s  are  themselves  deficient  in 
the  knowledge  and  training  necessary  to  enable  them  successfully 
to  impart  these  lessons.  Many  complain  of  the  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing the  books  prescribed  or  recommended  as  aids  in  preparing  them. 
It  is  a  question  whether  trustees  should  not  be  obliged  to  supply 
such  books  for  the  teacher's  use. 

For  several  years,  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  many 
teachers — and  not  always  the  younger  ones  either — the  necessity  of 
beginning  earlier  than  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  the  teach- 
ing of  Language  and  Geography.  It  was  a  matter  of  common 
occurrence  to  find  onlv  one  class — the  most  advanced  in  the  school — 
having  any  idea  of  either  of  these  subjects,  and  then,  in  many  in- 
stances, it  was  merely  a  matter  of  recitation  from  the  text-book, 
with  no  attempt  at  the  practical  adaptation  of  the  principles  of 
Grammar  especially.  Reading  and  Arithmetic  seemed  to  be  absorb- 
ing the  lipn's  share  of  attention.  I  am  pleased  to  say,  however,  that 
the  above  subjects  are  now  receiving  a  great  deal  more  attention  in 
the  earlier  grades  and  being  more  intelligently  taught.  The  results 
obtained  are  very  gratifying,  and  the  old  excuse  that  parents  do  not 
wish  to  have  their  children  learn  this  or  that  branch  is  seldom  if 
ever  heard.  A  subject  which  is  still  very  often  poorly  taught,  where 
it  is  not  altogether  neglected  is  History.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to 
expect  more  than  simple  recitation  in  the  case  of  teachers  whose 
reading  is  necessarily  confined  to  their  little  texc-b6ok,  whence,  in 
many  instances,  was  derived  all  their  own  store  of  knowledge  on 
this  subject,  crammed  up  for  the  occasion  of  their  examination. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising^to  find  history  being 
taught  SLQ modem  that  is  rather  ''ancient"  as  our  text-books  m  His- 
tory as  well  as  those  in  Geography  are  not  quite  up  to  date  in  some 
particulars. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  that  some  means  could  be  found  of 
training  more  of  our  teachers  in  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  system  of  music 
with  a  view  to  its  introduction  into  more  of  our  schools.  Where 
this  admirable  system  is  in  use,  notably  in  the  departments  of  the 
North  Sydney  schools  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  where  it 
has  been  in  vogue  for  some  years,  and  in  the  auxiliary  departments 
of  Sydney  Academy  where  it  has  been  introduced  as  a  result  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderson's  visit  and  instructions  last  year,  the  results  obtained 
are  marvellous.  Children  of  the  tenderest  years  grasp  it  with  so 
much  ease ! 

I  would  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  our  teachers  are,  as  a  body, 
zealous  and  industrious,  and  that  as  "  the  teacher  makes  the  school," 
so  our  schools  are,  on  the  whole,  well  looked  after.  There  are  a 
good  many  exceptions  of  course,  but  so  there  are  in  all  things.  I 
wish  it  to  be  inferred,  however,   that  we  are  mak4ng  progress  both 
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material   and   intellectual — slowly   perhaps,   but  surely   and   sub- 
atantially. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  your  prompt  atten- 
tion and  uniform  courtesy  in  our  official  intercourse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  a— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 
Sir, — 

As  required  by  law,  I  hereby  beg  to  submit  the  following  report 
upon  the  present  condition  of  education  within  the  district  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria,  together  with  a 
synopsis  of  progress  made  during  the  school  year  ended  on  the  31st 
Oct,  1892. 

The  catalogue  of  school  sections  has  undergone  no  material 
change  within  the  past  year,  the.  number  reported  for  1891  hav- 
ing been  268,  while  for  the  present  year  the  number  is  269.  The 
recent  addition  was  made  at  the  rear  of  the  Upper  South  West 
River  in  North  Inverness,  and  the  locality  is  now  known  by  the 
name  of  Kiltarlity  section,  No.  J5S.  Each  of  the  subdistricts  com- 
prises about  the  same  extent  of  territory,  although  the  highway 
mileage  in  South  Inverness  far  exceeds  that  of  either  North  Inver- 
ness or  Victoria. 

Ten  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  5  in  S.  Inverness  ;  2  in 
N.  Inverness ;  and  3  in  Victoria ;  and  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
the  sum  of  $2920  was  voted  for  additional  accommodation. 

At  the  annual  meetings  of  the  School  Boards,  the  school  houses  of 
3  sections  in  Inverness  and  6  in  Victoria  ,were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  school  purposes,  and  as  six  months'  notice  was  given  in  every 
case,  sufficient  money  was  voted  at  the  last  meeting,  either  to  erect 
new  buildings  or  to  prepare  the  old  ones  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
accredited  authorities. 

Taking  the  whole  year,  the  number  of  schools  in  session  was 
somewhat  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  terms  of  the  previous  year, 
the  total  number  in  session  during  the  winter  of  1891  having  been 
229,  but  during  the  summer  following  the  number  increased  to  247, 
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while  during  the  past  school  year  nine  additional  schools  were 
opened,  and  the  number  in  session  in  summer  remained  undisturbed 
as  compared  with  the  summer  of  1891. 

The  number  of  children  at  school  exceeded  the  attendance  of  the 
previous  year — the  enrolment  of  th«  winter  and  summer  terms 
having  been  respectively  7529  and  8023  pupils  in  attendance  at  the 
public  schools — while  total  annual  enrolment  in  both  counties  was 
9728 — an  average  of  1  in  5.1  for  the  whole  population  of  Inverness 
and  of  1  in  4  for  Victoria. 

Per  ae,  this  is  a  fairly  satisfactory  exhibit  It  is,  however,  a 
matter  of  regret  that  in  the  County  of  Inverness  there  should  have 
been  no  fewer  than  nin^  vacant  sections  during  the  whole  year ; 
and  in  Victoria  the  number  was  at  least  nominally  larger.  Now  as 
a  matter  of  fact  nearly  every  school  section  in  the  district  has  been 
oflScially  visited  during  the  past  year,  and  wherever  a  vacancy  was 
found  to  exist,  an  honest  effort  was  put  forth  to  fan  the  smoulder- 
ing educational  embers  of  the  locality  by  assuring  parties  interested 
that  in  the  event  of  a  duly  licensed  teacher  being  unattainable,  a 
permissive  license  could  be  issued  in  favor  of  any  person  of  fair 
attainments  whom  the  local  school  commissioner  could  conscien- 
tiously recommend.  In  a  number  of  cases  this  proposal  was  accepted, 
and  schools  were  accordingly  established  ;  but  the  fact  is  still  glar- 
ingly manifest  that  many  of  the  people  seem  to  have  no  conception 
whatever  of  the  inestimable  boon  the  school  Act  has  placed  within 
their  reach.  Education  is  placed  in  the  same  category  as  good 
health,  pure  &ir,  and  an  abundance  of  food,  all  mercies  of  prime  im- 
portance, but  at  the  same  time  rarely,  if  ever,  estimated  at  their 
true  value. 

During  the  winter  term  there  were  176  teachers  and  assistants 
employed  in  Inverness  and  73  in  Victoria,  and  during  the  summer 
following  the  numbers  increased  to  188  in  Inverness  and  80  in 
Victoria. 

The  number  of  teachers  with  their  grades  of  license  employed 
both  terms  may  be  tabulated  as  follows : 

In  Inverness  during  the  winter  term  there  were — 

2  Teachers  of  Grade  A 

15  "*  "        B 
48          "  "        C 

102  "  "       D 

In  Victoria  during  the  same  term  there  were — 

1  Teacher  of  Grade  A 

5  "                "        B 

16  "  "       C 
48  "                "       D 
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During  the  following  summer  term  there  was  a  gratifying  in- 
crease both  in  the  number  of  schools  in  session  and  in  the  number  of 
teachers  employed — in  Iqverness  3  teachers  of  Grade  A  having  been 
engaged  ;  18  of  Grade  B  ;  58  of  Grade  C,  and  87  of  Grade  D  ;'  while 
in  Victoria  there  were  seven  additional  schools  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  winter  term. 

Considering  the  times  and  the  long  vacations  allowed,  together 
with  the  fact  that  schools  are  in  session  for  a  few  hours  only  every 
day  for  five  days  in  the  week,  the  salaries  of  teachers  are  fair.  Tak- 
ing the  allotments  of  the  past  winter  as  a  basis  of  distribution,  the 
rates  paid  in  Inverness  were,  for  Grades  A  and  6,  9292  ;  C,  $176, 
and  D,  SI  16. 

In  Victoria  the  rates  were  somewhat  higher  for  the  more  advanced 
grades — teachers  of  Grades  A  and  B  having  received  an  annual 
salary  of  $418,  and  teachers  of  Grade  C,  $212 — while  teachers  of 
Grade  D  received  only  $101  for  the  year. 

During  the  past  winter  term  the  Government  paid  the  teachers 
of  this  district  the  following  gross  amounts  : — 

South  Inverness $3210.67 

North  Inverness 2611.15 

Victoria     2309.05 

Total $8130.87 

And  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term  each  sub-district  was  paid 
as  follows : — 

South  Inverness $3112.98 

North  Inverness 2587.24 

Victoria     2524.00 

Total $8224.22 

Making  in  all  an  annual  disbursement  by  the  Government,  $16355.10. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  money  is  partially  misapplied 
The  School  Act  was  framed  especially  in  the  interests  of  the  poor, 
while  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  wealthy  and  middle  classes  profit  to  just 
as  great  an  extent  as  the  poor. 

I  consider  when  pupils  pass  beyond  the  Fourth  Grade  in  the  pre- 
scribed Common  School  Course  of  Study,  they  should  pay  reasonable 
fees,  and  funds  so  obtained  might  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plementing the  semi-annual  Prov.  Grant.  Do  I  disapprove  of 
Secondary  Education  ?  Not  by  any  manner  of  means.  But  I  say 
when  pupils  are  taught  Mathematics  and  the  Latin  and  Greek  Clas- 
sics they  should  pay  for  the  instruction  received. 

In  visiting  schools  my  attention  has  been  more  largely  given  to 
English  Reading  than  to  any  other  subject — simply  because  I  con- 
sider it  to  be  by  far  the  most  important  branch  taught  in  our  pub- 
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lie  Bchools.  This  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  a  most  difficuJt  branch  to 
acquire  correctly.  Clearness  of  tone  and  correct  expression  seem  to 
be  an  natural  inheritance  to  some,  ^^hile  others  require  the  utmost 
assiduity  to  render  them  even  partially  successful  in  conveying  the 
author's  idea.  It  is  an  error  to  think  that  if  the  pupil  reads  as  he 
speaks  the  end  is  accomplished.  It  should  be  bbrne  in  mind  that  the 
child  needs  even  his  habits  of  speech  corrected.  The  teacher  must 
be  his  guide,  and  from  him  must  the  majority  of  pupils  learn  what- 
ever they  are  to  know  of  correct  reading. 

The  exercise  as  is  well  known  is  largely  imitative.  The  lessons 
must  be  short  and  there  must  be  a  simultaneous  drill  every  day, 
with  the  teacher  himself  or  one  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  to  lead. 
With  careful  supervision  and  constant  practice  even  very  young 
children  can  be  taught  to  read  intelligently  ;  indeed,  young  children 
are  more  apt  to  catch  the  teacher's  exact  intonation  than  those  more 
advanced  in  years.  The  success  or  comparative  failure  of  a  school 
as  a  ^hole  can  be  fairly  estimated  by  the  general  appearance  made 
by  the  classes  in  English  reading.  An  invariable  exercise  connected 
with  English.Reading  is  oral  spelling,  a  branch  which  has  been  at- 
tended with  much  success  in  nearly  all  the  public  schools. 

Intimately  allied  with  oral  spelling  is  spelling  bv  dictation  of 
paragraphs  in  the  regular  reading  lessons  and  writing  prescribed 
extracts  from  either  "  The  Spelling  Book  Superseded"  or  the  dicta- 
tion exercises  in  the  "  Fourth  Reading  Book."  Any  exercise  of  this 
description  is  attended  with  good  results.  The  pupils  are  taught 
almost  unconsciously  correct  spellini^,  the  proper  use  of  capitals, 
punctuation,  the  correct  applicatiojn  of  words,  and  indirectly  writing 
and  more  or  less  Eoglish  composition. 

When  engaged  in  the  work  of  professional  visitation  I  invariably 
examine  the  copy  books  from  first  to  last,  and  carefully  note  any 
evidences  of  progress  made  during  the  course  of  the  term.  Among 
the  teachers  of  the  district  we  have  some  of  the  best  penmen  in  the 
Province,  and,  I  honestly  believe,  some  of  the  worst.  In  this  as  in 
everything  else  the  law  of  heredity  probably  plays  a  part.  The 
black  board  is  not  sufficiently  utilized  in  illustrating  the  best  models 
of  penmanship,  correct  position  is  not  always  insisted  upon — and  in 
some  cases  at  least  the  head  lines  are  written  by  hand.  Now,  when 
there  is  a  change  of  teacher  from  term  to  term,  each  having  a  style 
of  penmanship  peculiar  to  himself  or  herself,  the  result  obtained  by 
imitating  different  models  is  apt  to  be  productive  of  a  composite 
character  of  caligraphy  which  is  certainly  not  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
In  the  January  edition  of  the  *'  Educational  Review"  appears  an  in- 
teresting  report  upon  "  writing  in  the  Halifax  schools."  I  endorse 
every  word  said  by  Mr.  Symons,  the  chairman  of  the  School  Board, 
and  particularly  his  reference  to  the  evil  effects  resulting  from  the 
pupils  using  short  pencils.  I  may  add  that  the  best  time  for  writing 
is  the  last  half  hour  of  the  afternoon  session,  and  that  each  exercise 
should  be  carefully  examined  by  the  teacher  and  marked  in  pencil 
1,  2,  3,  to  indicate  Good,  Fair,  and  Bad. 


REPORTS  OF   INSPECTORS.  95 


In  DO  branch  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  this  district  has  there 
been  more  success  then  in  arithmetic.  The  results  obtained  by  the 
candidates  who  apply  from  year  to  year  at  the  teachers'  annual  ex- 
amination amply  attest  the  accuracy  of  the  statement.  In  this 
exercise  although  the  memory  has  a  duty  to  fulfil,  the  great  object 
is  to  develop  the  reasoning  powers  and  to  give  the  children  clear 
ideas  and  a  complete  understanding  of  the  work  performed.  When- 
ever I  pay  a  professional  visit  I  always  insist  upon  an  examination 
from  the  very  first  page  up  to  the  exercises  on  hand. 

The  above  constitutes  what  is  called  in  Germany  the  "  bread  and 
hutterr'  branches  of  education,  and  that  great  nation's  aptness  in 
nomenclature  is  as  clearly  evinced  as  the  fact  that  they  are  univer- 
sally admitted  to  be  the  best  educated  nation  in  Europe. 

Do  you  not  consider  that  there  is  a  manifest  anomaly  in  the  edu- 
cational history  of  this  province  ?  Much  time  and  energy  have  been 
spent  and  an  enormous  amount  of  money  has  been  expended  on 
education  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  while  the  only  test 
of  progress  publicly  provided  is  the  annual  examination  of  candi- 
dates for  the  teaching  profession.  And  if  the  question  be  asked  of  any 
of  the  applicants  if  they  intend  to  adopt  the  Vocation  of  pedagogy 
for  life, — not  one  in  one  hundred  will  reply  in  the  affirmative.  It 
is  quite  right  for  the  Government  to  provide  intellectual  gymnasia 
to  test  the  attainments  of  candidates  for  the  teaching:  profession. 
But  should  there  not  be  a  subsidiary  test  provided  to  indicate  one's 
success  in  such  essential  branches  as  English  reading,  Arithmetic 
and  Writing.  I  am  so  much  impressed  with  the  absolute  importance 
of  an  annual  public  examination  on  these  lines  that  I  am  prepared 
at  any  time,  in  the  event  of  the  idea  being  carried  out — to  furnish 
the  necessary  funds  to  provide  the  Department  of  Education  with  a 
silver  medal  to  be  awarded  annually  to  the  person  making  the  high- 
est aggregate  average  at  any  examining  station  within  this  district 
— ^the  syllabus  of  examination  to  embrace  English  reading  and  spell- 
ing, the  elementary  rules  of  arithmetic,  including  the  commercial 
tables,  and  writing.,  includin^r  dictation.  The  tests  to  be  neatness  of 
papers,  rapidity  and  especially  accuracy. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  nine-tenths  of  the  children  now 
attending  school  will  pass  lives  similiarto  their  fathers,  and  while  I 
am  prepared  to  admit  there  may  be  some  village  Hampden  among 
the  number,  the  great  body  of  them  will  be  farmers,  fishermen 
miners  or  craftsmen.  I  am  therefore  anxious  to  stimulate  their 
young  minds  to  healthy  effort  to  do  well  whatever  their  hand  find- 
eth  to  do  wherever  their  lot  may  be  cast. 

The  County  Academy  at  Port  Hood  was  for  the  past  two  years 
conducted  by  Mr.  Eaton,  a  teacher  of  first-class  attainments.  After 
the  holidays  the  principalship  was  transferred  to  Mr.  D.  S.  Mcin- 
tosh, a  recent  graduate  of  Dalhousie  University,  who  has  the 
distinction  of  having  passed  several  years  ago  for  grade  B,  being 
fourth  on  the  published  list  of  successful  candidates,  and  at  the  last 
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July  examination  in  the  county  of  Halifax,  he  was  the  third 
successful  candidate  for  grade  A  in  the  whole  Province.  Mr. 
Mcintosh  is  evidently  on  the  threshold  of  a  career  of  brilliant 
promise. 

During  the  winter  term  the  academy  at  Baddeck  was  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Tuttle,  a  graduate  of  Acadia  College,  who  was  succeeded  in 
May  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Johnson.  The  school  was  officially  visited  early 
in  October,  and  was  examined  in  Geometry,  Latin  and  English 
composition.  During  the  term  there  were  18  pupils  in  the  First 
Year  ;  12  in  the  Second  ;  and  5  in  the  Third.  The  general  success 
of  the  classes  is  amply  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  two  of  the  pupils 
passed  their  university  matriculation  with  honour. 

The  attendance  was  uncommonly  large  during  the  summer  term 
and  the  talented  principal  had  in  consequence  to  work  much  harder, 
than  he  bargained  for.  He  was  therefore  compelled  to  resign,  his 
health  having  failed.  I  was  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  him  drop  his 
classes  when  they  were  so  thoroughly  grounded  in  elementary 
academical  work. 

The  Indian  school  at  the  head  of  Whycocomagh  Bay  has  met 
with  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  John  McEachern,  who  had 
been  in  charge  of  the  reservation  school  ever  since  its  formation  18 
years  ago.  Mr.  McElacbern  was  the  oldest  teacher  in  the  county, 
and  was  always  distinguished  for  his  integrity  and  uprightness. 

In  adddition  to  his  prescribed  professional  duties  he,  like  aged 
Nestor  of  Homeric  story,  was  the  faithful  counsellor  and  staunch 
defender  of  his  dusky  wards  in  many  a  battle.  Time  and  again  did 
unprincipled  adventurers  jump  the  line  fence  of  the  poor  defenceless 
Indians,  but  in  every  case  they  were  compelled,  in  the .  law  courts, 
to  vault  back  again.  The  settlement  is  now  peaceful  and  contented, 
and  the  school  is  in  charge  of  a  native  Micmac,  who  can  teach  the 
poor  children  the  elements  of  an  English  education,  and  can  at  the 
same  time  converse  with  them  in  the  euphonious  language  of  the 
children  of  the  forest. 

Miss  McEachern  is  still  in  charge  of  the  Wagamatcook  school  in 
the  county  of  Victoria.  When  I  visited  the  school  in  October  I 
found  the  enrolment  of  pupils  large,  but  the  average  attendance 
small,  and  this  unsatisfactory  condition  of  things  will  continue 
while  the  Bedouin  instincts  of  the  time  live  and  flourish.  In  both 
settlements  farming  operations  are  carried  on  to  some  extent,  and 
each  individual  who  has  attained  the  years  of  maturity  has  a  small 
cottage  of  his  own. 

The  Annual  Examination  of  Teachers. 

The  number  of  candidates  who  applied  at  the  July  examination 
of  teachers  was  uncommonly  large  and  the  amount  received  in  fees 
exceeded  the  receipts  of  any  previous  year  in  our  educational 
history. 
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The  number  of  candidates  at  each  of  the  stations  of  examination, 
together  with  the  names  of  three  candidates  who  made  the  highest 
averages  are  arranged  in  order  of  merit  as  follows : 

Port  Hood. 

53  candidates — 12  Cs  and  41  D*.s  ;  6  C*b  passed  for  the  grade  ap- 
lied  for  and  four  oE  the  number  took  D ;  while  2  failed  entirely.  Of 
the  D  applicants  4  passed  and  all  the  rest  failed. 

The  highest  avera<;es  were  made  by  Theresa  McDonald,  Port  Hood, 
Grade  C,  average  62.9  ;  Alex.  Campbell,  Black  River,  Grade  0,  aver- 
age 62.2 ;  Stewart  McDonald,  Whycocomagh,  Grade  C,  average 
60.5. 

Port  Hawkesbury. 

35  candidates— 1  A.  2  B's,  12  C's,  and  20  D's.  The  B's  failed  to 
obtain  the  grade  applied  for  although  one  passed  for  grade  C  and 
the  other  for  grade  D.  Of  the  candidates  for  firrade  C,  6  passed  for 
grade  applied  for  and  5  passed  for  grade  D. 

The  highest  averages  were  made  by  Hannah  M.  McLeod,  West 
Bay,  grade  C,  average  60.8  ;  Luella  Embree,  Hawkesbury,  grade  C, 
average  58.9 ;  Alex.  McFadyen,  Malaga  watch,  grade  C,  average  55.6. 

Maroaree  Forks. 

40  candidates— 2  B's,  9  C's  and  29  D's.  Of  the  B  applicants  only  1 
passed — the  other  obtained  a  good  C  ;  of  the  9  C  candidates  none 
succeeded  to  obtain  the  grade  applied  for,  6  of  the  number,  however, 
passed  for  grade  D.  There  were  26  candidates  for  grade  D — only  2 
of  whom  received  the  grade  applied  for,  all  the  rest  failed. 

The  highest  averages  were  made  by  Ronald  Beaton,  Mabou,  grade 
B,  average  57.8 ;  Ellen  J.  Coady,  Margaree  Forks,  ^rade  D,  average 
52.6 ;  Moses  W.  Murphy,  Egypt,  grade  D,  average  51.2. 

Cheticamp. 

32  candidates — 12  C's  and  20  D's.  Of  the  candidates  for  grade  C 
only  one  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  grade  applied  for — but  6  ob- 
tained license  of  grade  D,  and  of  the  20  D  applicants  only  3  succeeded. 

The  highest  averages  were  made  by  Ephraim  Chiasson,  Cheticamp, 
grade  D,  average  52.9 ;  Hubert  AuCoin,  Cheticamp,  qrradeC,  average 
51.S ;  Michael  Urispo,  Cheticamp,  grade  D,  average  50.05. 

Baddeck. 

40  candidates  applied  at  this  station — 2  for  grade  B,  14  for  grade  C 
and  24  for  grade  D.  Both  B's  failed  although  one  obtained  C  and 
another  D ;  of  the  C  applicants  8  obtained  the  grade  applied  for,  5 
passed  for  D  and  one  failed  entirely  ;  of  the  applicants  for  grade  D 
6  succeeded  and  all  the  rest  failed. 
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The  highest  averages  were  made  by  Bessie  F.  McRae,  Baddeck^ 
grade  C,  average  63.7;  Marj  A.  McDonald,  Nyaoza,  grade  D,  average 
60.2  ;  Agnes  J.  McLennan,  Nyanza,  grade  C,  average  58.8. 

The  averages  made  particularly  at  some  of  the  examining  stations 
were  certainly  not  yery  complimentary  to  the  quality  of  ihepabidum 
furnished  in  some  of  the  public  schools.  When  a  candidate  fulfils 
the  requirements  of  the  syllabus  merely  with  "  the  skin  of  his  teeth" 
he  has  not  much  to  be  proud  of. 

It  is  fully  admitted  that  in  some  of  the  public  schools  there  ia 
ample  room  for  improvement — but  it  is  cheering  *o  think  that  there 
are  others  which  give  the  casual  or  accredited  visitor  as  much  genuine 
pleasure  as  a  visit  to  Niblo's  or  the  Alhambra.  From  the  school 
house  door  of  one  of  the  most  mountainous  sections  in  the  district, 
one  can  seethe  home  of  a  clergyman,  of  a  college  professor,  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  fraternity  and  of  a  senator  of  the  Dominion 
parliament — all  of  whom  received  their  early  education  within  the 
unadorned  walls  of  the  little  district  school  house. 

A  few  miles  further  on  is  another  school  which  has  produced 
scores  of  teachers  of  all  grades  and  two  ecclesiastical  students  of 
exceedingly  bright  promise,  one  of  whom  several  years  ago  won  a 
silver  cup  awarded  by  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Pictou  to  the 
student  of  the  third  year  in  the  academy  who  should  make  the 
highest  aggregate  average  in  all  the  branches  of  his  year  at  the 
regular  terminal  examination  ;  and  in  the  month  of  September  last 
the  other  won  a  senior  scholarship  in  Dalhousie  University,  worth 
$200  dollars  a  year  and  of  two  year's  continuance. 

Can  two  country  sections  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other,  in  the 
whole  province,  furnish  a  better  record  than  the  above  ? 

During  the  year,  two  of  our  youngest  school  commissioners  have 
been  called  to  their  long  homes — Mr.  Colin  Chisholm  and  D.  A. 
McLellan,  Esq.  Mr.  Chisholm  had  taught  school  for  several  years 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Government  Land  Surveyor  for 
this  county.  His  technical  knowledge  and  experience  in  teaching 
were  much  valued  at  the  regular  sessions  of  the  Board. 

• 

Mr.  McLellan  was  a  person  of  fine  intellectual  attainments  and 
was  famed  for  his  splendid  acquirements.  He  travelled  extensively, 
principally  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  Mexico,  where  he  met  his  death, 

Allow  me  to  close  this  report  with  an  expression  of  gratitude  to 
you  for  your  continuous  co-operation  in  advancing  the  educational 
interests  of  the  district  and  for  your  rigid  adherence  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  School  Act. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  Y.  GUNN. 
A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.-  PICTOU  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

W.  E.  Maclellan,  Ll.  B.,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

The  annual  statistical  tables  already  forwarded  to  your  office 
contain  nearly  all  the  information  of  special  interest  or  value  con- 
cerning my  inspectoral  district  during  the  past  school  year.  In 
addition  thereto  I  have  but  little  to  report. 

As  you  are  already  aware  I  was  prevented  by  continued  ill-health 
from  fully  performing  my  usual  allotment  of  work  during  the  winter 
term.  In  summer  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  my  district,  with  the 
exception  of  Picton  Island,  Big  Island,  Qreenvale  and  Thorburn,  all 
in  the  district  of  South  Pictou,  which  I  was  compelled  to  leave,  for 
lack  of  time. 

With  reference  to  individual  sections  I  have  to  report  the  loss,  by 
fire,  of  the  school  house  of  Southvale,  section  No.  51,  South  Colches- 
ter. The  section  is  a  weak  one.  Owing  to  this  fact  and  to  disagree- 
ments among  ratepayers,  no  steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  towards 
the  erection  of  a  new  building. 

A  new  school  house  has  been  built  and  provisionally  equipped  at 
Big  Woods,  Section  No.  66,  South  Pictou.  This  is  an  old  section, 
but  has  never  before  owned  a  building.  From  time  to  time  in  the 
past  school  has  been  conducted  in  private  houses.  Of  late  years, 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  to  permit 
this  practice  to  be  longer  continued,  the  section  has  been  without 
school  privileges.  The  new  building  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  one, 
well  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  section.  School  was  held  in 
it  for  the  summer  term. 

The  new  school  house  at  East  French  River,  Section  No.  54, 
South  Pictou,  over  the  site  for  which,  as  you  are  aware,  so  much  con- 
tention arose,  has  at  last  been  occupied  and  all  disputes  concerning 
it  are,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  ended. 

Very  handsome  new  buildings  at  Lansdowne,  North  Pictou,  and 
South  Branch,  Stewiacke,  South  Colchester,  have  been  completed 
and  occupied  during  the  year.  The  school  house  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
North  Pictou,  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  made  as  good  as 
new. 

The  question  of  laying  off  a  new  section,  between  East  River  St. 
Mary's,  and  Rocky  Mountain  school  sections,  was  again  brought  up 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  South  Pictou, 
and  a  committee  was  once  more  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  matter.  The  persons  interested  in  the  erection  of  a  new  section 
have  already  put  up  a  building  intended  for  school  purposes 
within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  section,  and  also  within  the 
present  limits  of  Rocky  Mountain  section. 
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A  petition  was  also  before  the  South   Colchester  commissioners, 
'  praying  for  the  division  of  Alma  section,  No.  38,  into  two  sections. 
As  the  matter  was  not  regularly  brought  up,  it  had  to  lie  over  for  a 
year. 

The  tendency  in  the  country  would  seem  to  be  to  increase  rather 
than  to  decrease  the  number  of  sections  as  advised  by  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction.  These  proposed  divisions  need  careful  watch- 
ing, as  the  cause  of  education  is  at  present  suffering  from  too  many 
small  and  weak  sections  which,  in  many  cases,  might  be  advantage- 
ously and  profitably  united  with  others. 

School  work  in  my  district  has  gone  on  smoothly  and,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactorily,  comparatively  speaking,  throughout  the  year. 
Every  organized  section  has  had  school  during  some  portion  of  the 
year  with  the  exception  of  Carribou  Island,  where  there  would 
seem  to  be  a  failure  of  pupils,  or  at  least  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  of  such  pupils  as  there  might  be,  to  send  their  children  to 
school  when  one  is  provided. 

* 

I  think  I  may  safely  report  some  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
teaching  certain  subjects,  if  not  all.  In  language  and  geography  the 
teaching  is  certainly  better.  The  text-books  are  being  handled  more 
rationally  ;  and  the  word-stuffiing  process  is  less  vigorously  pursued. 
Reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  are,  I  believe,  the  least  satisfactorily 
taught  subjects  laid  down  in  the  course  of  study.  "  Reading,"  in  too 
many  schools,  consists  in  the  mere  saying  of  words  apparently  with- 
out much  consideration  or  regard  for  their  meaning  either  individu- 
ally or  collectively.  **  Writing"  means,  generally,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  minutes  daily  with  a  copy-book.  "Arithmetic,"  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  is  **  getting  through"  so  many  pages  of  the  pre- 
scribed text-book.  To  remonstrances  against  the  apparent  neglect 
of  these  most  important  subjects,  the  reply  is  almost  uniformly  made 
that  pupils  have  to  be  taken  over  certain  ground,  marked  out  in  the 
course  of  study,  and  that  no  more  time  than  is  given  can  be  afforded 
for  the  "  three  R*s."  The  better  training  of  teachers  provided  for 
under  the  new  regulations  will,  no  doubt  before  long,  rectify  to  a 
large  extent  the  faults  at  present  complained  of. 

The  recent  alteration  in  the  school  year  seems  to  have  been 
received  with  general  favour.  I  have  heard  but  few  complaints 
against  it,  except  from  those  who  are  constitutionally  opposed  to 
change  of  any  kind  on  account  of  the  trouble  likely  to  be  occasioned 
in  becoming  adapted  to  it.  How  considerable  that  trouble  has  really 
been  in  the  case  of  the  new  school  year,  has  been  deeply  impressed 
on  my  mind  by  the  magnitude  of  the  correspondence  with  my  office 
to  which  it  has  given  rise.  My  time  has  been  in  greater  part 
occupied  for  weeks  in  answering  enquiries  concerning  various 
features  of  the  new  arrangement. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fact 
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that  it  is  the  opinion  of  most,  if  not  all,  the  members  of  the  various 
boards  of  school  commissioners  in  my  inspectoral  district,  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  to  indemnify  them  for  time  expended  and 
expense  incurred  in  attending  board  meetings.  In  South  Colchester 
it  is  becoming  diflScult  to  secure  a  quorum  at  the  annual  meetings. 
An  allowance  sufficient  to  cover  expenses,  deducted  say  from  the 
Oounty  Fund,  might  serve  to  promote  larger  meetings  of  com- 
missioners. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  MacLELLAN. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D., 

Supenntendent  of  EdvA^ation, 


DISTRICT  No.  10.— CUMBERLAND  AND   N.  COLCHESTER. 

Inglis  C.  Craig,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

An  official  relation  extending  over  half  a  year  as  Inspector  of 
schools  for  North  Colchester  and  Cumberland,  does  not  enable  me 
to  speak  with  the  authority  I  desire  in  reference  to  their  growth  or 
present  condition. 

By  great  diligence  I  was  enabled  to  visit  232  schools — 164  in 
Cumberland  and  68  in  Colchester.  A  few  schools  were  not 
inspected,  due  to  the  indisposition  of  teachers,  or  sections  not  having 
schools  when  I  was  in  their  locality. 

There  are  in  this  district  218  sections,  representing  274  schools. 
During  the  past  term  251  of  these  have  been  in  session,  employing 
256  teachers. 


These  teachers 

are  thus  classed  : — 

Grade  A.. . . 

..   2     Male. 

B . . . . 

..12         "         Grade  B... 

. . .   17     Female. 

vv  •  .  .  . 

. .  11                              O . . . 

...112 

"     D 

..6        "            "      D... 

...96 

31         "  225 


fC 


Grand  total  days'  attendance  for  the  year,  1,164,068.  Average 
attendance  for  school  year,  5150  pupils. 

Average  salary  for  Males  A  and  B,  in  District  $527.48 

Females          B,  "  270.43 

Males              C,  "  250.39 

Females          C,  "  226.91 

Males             D,  '•  215.60 

Females         D,  "  152.79 


it 

M  M 

■U  it 

4t  l( 
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It  may  seem  like  a  loss  of  time  to  compare  the  present  educa* 
tional  standing  of  Cumberland  with  that  of  less  than  a  generation 
ago,  when  our  Free  School  system  was  in  its  infancy,  but  it  will 
suffice  to  show  with  reference  to  reports  of  intervening  years,  that 
there  has  been  continual  progress.  The  school  population  is  much 
greater ;  the  equipment  of  schools  has  much  improved  ;  the  pro- 
fessional qualifications  of  our  teachers  have  been  advanced,  and  their 
literary  standing  raised  at  least  50  per  cent.  In  proof  of  this  last 
statement — there  was  not  a  lady  teacher  eligible  for  a  grade  B 
license,  where  there  are  now  many  holding  this  oertiBcate. 

Going  backwards  to  the  earliest  records  I  have  in  my  possession, 
four  years  after  the  inception  of  the  Common  School  system 
there  were  in  Cumberland  121  schools  compared  with  200  at 
.  the  present  time.  This  same  year  there  were  6352  children  in  the 
schools  taught  by  107  teachers  receiving  as  recompense  from  the 
province  $7,821,  and  from  sections  $12,662  or  a  total  of  $20,483. 
While  this  year  the  school  population  is  over  8000  taught  by  172 
teachers  receiving  from  the  Provincial  Treasury  $13,788,  nearly 
double  the  amount  as  then,  and  as  sectional  aid  $23,102  or  in  all 
$36,800. 

The  partition  of  Colchester  makes  it  impossible  to  compare  its 
growth  with  other  years ;  consequently  any  neglect  of  mention  is 
not  intentional  but  forced  upon  roe  for  want  of  distinct  data. 

In  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  great  changes  have  taken  place 
in  what  was  then  small  graded  systems.  While  certain  rural  sec- 
tions have  not  shown  any  great  increase  in  school  attendance  the 
f^rowth  of  such  centres  as  Amherst,  Springhill,  Parrsboro*  and  Acadia^ 
Mines  has  been  almost  phenomenal. 

In  1 873  Amherst  Academy  was  a  school  of  five  departments,  "  of 
few  pupils  and  mostly  residents  of  the  town,"  where  now  thirteen 
full  rooms  exist  with  two  just  beyond  the  town  limits. 

Springhill,  passing  from  a  miscellaneous  state  about  this  time 
into  a  graded  system,  has  two  fine  school  buildings  of  twelve 
rooms.  Besides  these  there  are  two  departments  in  session 
in  an  old  school-house  making  fourteen  in  all.  Finding  in 
one  of  these  last  named  rooms  at  the  time  of  my  inspection 
110  pupils  present  and  164  enrolled,  I  invited  the  School 
Commissioners  to  an  interview  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any 
probability  of  giving  these  little  ones,  packed  in  a  room  too  small 
for  half  the  number,  more  accommodation.  I  found  the  school 
authorities  alive  to  the  necessity  of  providing  more  room  in 
the  near  future  if  the  press  on  their  numbers  continues.  Their  case 
is  singular.  Within  five  years  they  have  built  two  fine  houses  after 
the  most  modern  plans  and  now  it  is  apparent  that  another  is 
needed.  The  registration  of  this  system  is  1,100  pupils  taught  by 
14  teachers.  Dartmouth  with  about  the  same  number  has  twenty 
one.     My  past  knowledge  of  the  Springhill  schools  enables  me  to  say 
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ibat  their  edacational  growth  has  been  equal  to  their  numerical. 
This  year  one  of  its  departments  is  asserting  itself  to  be  classed  as  a 
high  school.  I  cannot  rdfrain  from  saying  a  kind  word  in  com- 
mendation of  the  late  principal,  Mr.  McTavish,  who  was  so  con- 
HHsientioas  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

• 

Fifteen  years  ago  Parrsboro  High  School  had  but  two  depart- 
ments. Now  it  has  seven,  conducted  by  a  most  efficient  staff.  A 
congested  attendance  makes  it  imperative  that  another  room  be 
added  at  an  early  date.  I  trust  that  the  people  of  this  favored  town 
will  soon  see  the  necessity  of  providing  accommodation  in  keeping 
with  their  status  among  the  schools  of  the  province.  By  extending 
the  bounds  of  their  present  school  premises  they  could  have  the 
'finest  grounds  in  the  county. 

Acadia  Minesj  another  school  of  rapid  growth,  is  under  the  com- 
petent principalship  of  Lenfest  Ruggles.  It  ranks  easily  as  a  High 
School.  Like  Parrsboro  it  is  in  need  of  a  better  house,  but  owing  to 
the  unstable  state  of  business  in  the  town,  the  commissioners  did  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  ask  them  to  build. 

Oxford,  a  manufacturing  centre,  has  four  departments.  It  is 
complimentary  to  Mr.  Slade,  the  principal,  that  he  maintains  so 
efficient  a  school  at  the  head  of  four  rooms.  Beside  the  Common 
Schoool  course  he  does  work  in  Grades  IX  and  X.  A  most 
pleasing  feature  in  his  work  is  the  perfection  to  which  he  brings 
^  the  art  of  song.  He  teaches  both  systems,  the  staff  notation  and 
tonic  sol-fa.  His  advanced  pupils  are  able  to  transpose  from  one 
system  to  the  other. 

Great  Village  School  is  in  charge  of  H.  Gratz,  B.  A.,  (Dalhouj^ie), 
and  Pugwash  has  Horace  L.  Brittain,  an  under  graduate  of  New 
Brunswick  University.  Both  these  schools  have  three  depart- 
ments and  are  doing  High  School  work. 

Joggins,  Tatamagouche,  Lome  Vale,  Folly  Village,  Central 
Economy,  Five  Islands,  Advocate,  River  Hebert,  Port  Greville, 
Wallace,  are  schools  of  two  rooms.  I  have  not  marked  these 
schools-  or  teachers  to  flatter  them.  I  care  not  to  be  understood  as 
making  invidious  distinctions.  There  are  many  excellent  teachers 
and  good  miscellaneous  schools  maintained  at  greater  odds  than 
those  mentioned,  but  space  forbids  me  to  particularize  further. 

Building  or  renovating  school  rooms  has  been  much  in  operation 
during  the  past  year. 

Amherst,  at  an  expense  of  $35,000^  has  erected  the  finest  building 
and  most  modern  in  equipments  in  the  province.  It  is  situated  in 
the  south  of  the  town  on  a  beautifully  level  tract,  embracing  two 
and  one  half  acres,  which  cost  $3200.  The  building  is  130  feet  long 
and  72  feet  wide.  A  portico  66  x  7  feet  on  the  front  extends  full 
height  of  the  structure.  It  i^  three  stories  in  height  with  basement 
•  entire  size  of  superstructure.     The  material  of  which  it  is   built  is 
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brick  with  brown  stone  trimmings,  obtained  in  the  neighboring 
quarries.  There  are  fourteen  very  spacious  school  rooms  besides 
laboratory  and  teachers'  room.  The  assembly  hall  is  66  z  71  feet* 
Principars  room  38x42.  Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  make 
it  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible  in  its  heating  and  ventilating  arrange- 
ments. The  system  used  is  Fuller  and  Warner's,  which  is  supplant- 
ing all  others  in  the  large  American  schools.  Some  of  the  points  of 
merit  are  that  the  foul  air  duct  is  on  the  same  side  of  rooms  as  duct 
admitting  warm  air,  thus  necessitating  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
fresh  warm  air  before  it  reaches  the  point  of  egress,  a  flue.  Every 
teacher  has  control  of  supply  of  warm  and  cold  air  from  the  desk. 
Any  demand  for  more  heac  is  indicated  at  the  furnace.  The  *'  dry 
closets"  in  the  basement  have  a  distinct  chimney  or  flue  so  that  it  is 
impossible  for  noxious  odors  to  reach  any  of  the  school  rooms,  and 
their  return  to  the  basement  is  prohibited  by  a  heater  placed  in 
direct  line  with  the  current  of  air  entering  the  pit.  All  matter  is 
dried  or  burned  without  removing,  thus  completely  obviating  any 
possibility  of  infection  or  contagion. 

Oxford  Junction,  Shulee,  Truemanville  and  Northport  have  reno- 
vated their  buildings.  Amherst  Point  has  made  extensive  repairs 
and  enlarged  their  school  grounds. 

New  Truro  Road,  Harrison's  Settlement  and  Bass  River  have 
erected  new  houses.  The  enterprise  displayed  by  the  last  named 
section  in  face  of  so  many  misfortunes  is  commendable.  *  Having 
lost  by  fire  a  comparatively  new  building  last  winter,  they  straight- 
way erected  another  of  two  rooms  on  the  same  beautiful  site. 

Special  Mention  is  due  Pleasant  Hills  and  Little  Bass  in  London- 
derry for  the  interest  manifested  in  having  their  rooms  and  school- 
grounds  improved. 

There  are  at  least  six  buildings  that  have  served  their  time,  and 
I  trust  that  it  will  not  need  coercion  to  show  the  people  their  need. 
I  may  cite  the  Joggins  as  an  example. 

Many  of  our  schools  could  be  better,  that  is,  the  teachers.  Hereto- 
fore the  avenues  to  the  teachers'  ranks  have  not  been  sufficiently 
guarded,  and  much  useless  talent  has  gained  admittance.  Recent 
changes  in  licensing  must  inevitably  bring  a  beneficial  change. 

The  one  term  system  is  also  welcome.  Short  terms  and  frequent 
changes  of  teachers  have  wrought  more  mischief  than  can  be 
measured.  Its  worst  result  was  a  poor  classification  for  which  you 
could  hold  no  one  responsible,  since  every  teacher  disclaims  all  errors 
made  in  this  way,  and  assigns  them  to  his  predecessor.  F.  W. 
George,  M.  A.,  an  Inspector  of  schools  for  this  county,  1868,  antici- 
pated this  time,  when  he  writes  in  one  of  his  reports  on  the  frequent 
changes,  saying  : — *'The  evil  cannot  be  rooted  out  in  a  day;  but 
once  when  the  popular  mind  has  been  convinced  that  it  is  an  evil, 
the  educational  authorities  can  apply  a  remedy." 
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I  must  here  record  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Lay,  my  predecessor, 
for  his  kindness  in  initiating  me  into  office.  His  good  influence  will 
long  be  felt  in  this  district. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  statistical  tables,  teachers'  returns, 
and  notes  of  inspection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

INGLIS  a  CRAIG. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D.. 

Superintendent  of  EduccUion. 
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APPENDIX    C. 


BepoFt  of  tbe  Board  of  Sebool  Commissioners 


OF  THE 


CITY  OF  HALIFAX, 

YEAR  ENDED,  OCT.  31,  1892. 


(I.) 

CHAIRMAN'S   REPORT. 


Office  of  School  Cohhissioners, 
Halifax,  November,  1892. 

To  A.  H.  MacKat,  Esq..  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  C, 
Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir  — 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  reports  of  the  Supervisor 
of  Schools  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  which  contain  fully  all 
details  in  reference  to  the  management  of  the  County  Academy  and 
the  Common  Schools  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  together  with  the  esti- 
mated as  well  as  the  actual  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Board  in 
the  maintainance  of  same  during  the  past  year. 

Debentures  to  the  amount  of  $134,000,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  maturing  in  January,  1892,  were  paid  by 
an  issue  of  4^  per  cent,  debentures  for  a  like  amount  and  for  which 
the  Board  obtained  par,  thus  making  a  great  saving  in  our  interest 
account. 

During  the  year  the  following  properties  have  been  purchased  by 
the  Board,  which  they  consider  great  acquisitions  to  the  school 
properties,  viz  :  A  lot  of  land  at  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  Albrp 
street  school  property  and  another  at  the  east  side  of  the  Compton 
avenue  school  property. 

It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  alter  the  manner  of  paying  the 
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teachers,  and  they  are  now  paid  in  ten  equal  instalments  in  place  of 
twelve  as  heretofore,  thus  saving  the  trouble  of  paying  salaries  dur- 
ing the  vacations. 

The  compulsorjr  school  Act  has  been  found  to  work  well  during 
the  year  and  Policeman  Webster  holds  as  high  a  place  in  my  estima- 
tion, as  he  did  in  that  of  my  predecessor. 

The  Kindergarten  and  Manual  training  classes  are  still  realities, 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  they  are  permanencies  ;  already  the 
former  has  branched  out  so  that  Kindergarten  work  is  taught  more 
or  less  in  every  primary  department  in  the  city  schools. 

I  would  here  take  the  opportunity  of  manifesting  my  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  assistance  so  freely  accorded  me  by  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  while  filling  the  office  of  chairman,  they  at  all 
times  evincing  a  desire  to  further  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  to  that  of  my  prede- 
cessors as  to  the  high  qualifications  of  the  Supervisor,  Mr.  Alex. 
McKay,  and  the  Secretary,  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson,  for  their  very  respon- 
sible offices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  BUTLER. 
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Beperl  of  the  SapepvisoF  of  Halifix  Mlic  Sidiools, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  OCTOBER, 
1892. 


To    THE    ChAIKHAN     AND    MlIHBEBS    OF    THE     BOARD    OF  SCHOOL 
COHHISSIONEBS  FOR  THE   ClTT  OF   HALIFAX  : 

Qentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  for  your  information  concemiag  the 
Fablic  Schools  under  your  management,  (1)  tbe  statistical  tables 
required  by  law,  together  with  some  additional  interesting  facts,  (2) 
a  report  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  ihe  scliools  as  a  whole,  and 
(3)  certain  recommendations  which,  if  adopted,  will  greatly  increase 
their  efficiency. 

abstract  of  tables  for  cohhon  schools. 

Winter  Term,  1891-92. 
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Total  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  for  the  year,  7,3!0. 
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Let  me  call  attention  vo  a  few  of  the  leading  facts  shown  by  this 
abstract 

1.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  regular 
teachers  employed.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  ending  October 
1891,  we  had  115  teachers.  There  are  now  121,  besides,  of  course, 
those  in  the  County  Academy,  making  in  all  127. 

2.  Women  are  gradually  monopolizing  the  teaching  profession, 
having  increased  in  the  last  ten  years  from  85  to  91  per  cent  of  the 
whole  number  of  teachers  in  the  city. 

Although  not  approving  of  the  change,  yet  I  must  admit  that  it 
had  been*  attended  with  satisfactory  results  in  Halifax.  For 
example,  no  male  principals  could  be  found  for  the  National  or 
Bloomfield  schools,  at  anything  like  the  salaries  paid  there  at  pre- 
sent, that  would  do  nearly  as  good  work  as  the  ladies  now  occupy- 
ing those  positions.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  at  any  price  to 
find  men  who  would  do  better  in  those  particular  schools. 

Men  are  either  going  out  of  the  profession  or  making  it  a  step- 
ping-stone to  something  more  remunerative,  becaujse  in  the  less 
important  schools  or  grades,  their  salaries  are  inadequate  to  a  toler- 
able existence  in  the  social  positions  to  which  their  culture  entitles 
them. 

3.  The  number  of  teachers  having  a  recognized  professional 
training  is  very  low,  only  26  per  cent. 

This  showing  is  perhaps  worse  than  the  reality,  for  there  are  31 
teachers  belonging  to  the  religious  orders,  who,  though  not  so  well 
trained  in  the  theory  of  education  as  they  would  be  in  a  Normal 
school,  are  more  carefully  taught  the  practice  of  teaching  before  tak- 
ing charge  of  public  schools. 

4.  The  number  of  enrolled  pupils  for  the  winter  term  of  this 
year  as  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  shows  an  increase 
of  477  ;  the  summer  term  an  increase  of  166.  The  total  number  of 
different  pupils  registered  for  the  year  was  7,310,  being  an  increase 
of  272. 

The  increase  of  the  summer  term  is  about  normal.  The  extraor- 
dinary increase  of  the  winter  term  after  the  decrease  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  shows  most  clearly  the  repressive  influence  of  the 
diphtheritic  scourge  of  the  winter  of  1891. 

5.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  avt^rage  number  of  pupils  to  each 
teacher  has  increased  from  34  to  39. 

6.  The  regularity  of  attendance  has  considerably  improved. 
This  may  be  partly  caused  by  the  improved  sanitary  conditions  of 
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the  schools,  but  we  know  that  it  is  also  partly  the  result  of  greater 
stringency  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  School  Law. 

I  have  not  known  of  a  compulsory  law  having  been  enforced  in 
any  country  with  as  little  friction  as  in  Halifax. 

Some  of  the  credit  of  this  is  due  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  law 
itself,  but  much  more  to  its  wise  administration.  'The  prosecution  of 
the  cases  is  conducted  by  Secretary  Wilson,  without  mistakes  and 
with  the  skill  and  ability  of  a  lawyer.  Truant-officer  Webster  also 
does  his  part  admirably.  His  diligence  in  looking  up  truants,  in 
encouraging  parents  to  avoid  the  penalties  of  the  law,'  and  his 
shrewdness  in  obtaining  pertinent  information,  are  worthy  of  all 
praise.  • 

^  7.  The  cost  per  pupil  has  been  $12.33,  or  12  cents  per  pupil  less 
than  it  was  last  year.  This  is  a  smaller  expenditure  per  pupil 
than  that  shown  by  any  of  the  large  cities  of  the  Dominion  except 
St.  John,  which  has  scarcely  yet  recovered  from  the  disastrous  effects 
of  the  fire  of  a  few  years  ago. 

SCHOOL  ROOM  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

In  this  connection  I  have  not  much  to  report  for  the  last  year. 

The  cleansing,  painting,  and  white-washing  operations  have  given 
us  class-rooms  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed.  In  these  respects 
they  will  compare  favourably  with  those  of  any  city.  The  blue- 
tinged  ceilings  and  the  light-green  walls  are  found  to  have  a  pleasing 
effect  and  to  be  easy  on  the  eyes. 

The  janitors  for  the  most  part  do  their  work  well. 

Many  of  the  teachers  decorate  the  walls  of  their  class-rooms  with 
pretty  pictures,  the  windows  with  flowers  and  the  blackboards  with 
artistic  drawings.  In  several  instances  the  platforms  are  covered 
with  oil-cloth,  at  the  teachers*  expense,  and  the  pupils  provide  dumb- 
bells, wands,  &c.,  for  calisthenics.  The  school  board  has  furnished 
pretty  cabinets  which  are  well  stored  with  books  or  natural  history 
speciments  useful  for  teaching  purposes. 

Several  sets  of  the  most  improved  desks  have  been  furnished. 

Except  in  providing  libraries,  which  should  be  done  in  part  by 
the  Government  and  in  part  bv  the  pupils,  and  in  supplying  simple 
apparatus  for  science  lessons,  tnere  is  not  much  more  immediately 
required  for  the  complete  furnishing  of  the  schools. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  special  mention  that  through  the  liber- 
ality of  one  of  the  ex-commissioners  a  small  library  has  been  started 
in.  connection  with  St.  Mary's  Boys'  School.  It  will  be  enlarged  by 
donations  from  the  pupils  and  their  friends,  and  will  be  of  very 


HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS.  Ill 


great  benefit  to  the  pupils,  supplying  them  with  good  literature  and 
displacing  the  harmful  sensational  novels  which  are  nowadays 
ruining  so  many  children  in  every  city. 

I  may  be  allowed  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  some  of  th& 
recommendations  made  in  my  last  report. 

1.  Ventilation.  Several  teachers  are  giving  more  attention 
than  formerly  to  ventilation.  There  is,  however,  much  carelessness 
yet.  I  often  visit  school-rooms  unprovided  with  any  effective 
meanf«  for  carrying  off  the  used-up  air;  crowded  with  children,  and 
yet  with  every  door  and  window  closed.  At  ,the  very  least  such 
rooms  should  have  ventilating  boards  provided  for  the  windows,, 
and  it  should  be  made  absolutely  imperative  on  the  teacher  to  have 
windows  or  doors  slightly  open  at  all  times  when  many  children 
are  present.  In  addition  to  this,  at  recess,  at  noon  and  at  dismissing 
of  school  every  window  should  be  thrown  wide  open  long  enough  to 
clear  the  room.  Experts  tells  us  that  even  when  the  foul  air  is 
being  continually  replaced  by  pfure  air,  a  space  of  200  cubic  feet 
should  be  allowed  for  every  scholar.  While  *  many  of  our  school- 
rooms have  that  much  or  more  yet  there  are  some  with  only 
80  or  90  cubic  feet  per  pupil  and  the  air  in  that  limited  space  is  not 
continually  changing.  If  school  commissioners,  parents  and  teachers 
had  any  adequate  conception  of  the  gain  to  the  pupils  in  mental 
work,  in  health  and  comfort,  and  even  in  morality,  these  evils  would 
soon  be  remedied.  Like  a  piece  of  delicate  uiachinery  befouled 
with  dust,  the  brain  poisoned  with  the  impurities  arising  from  fifty 
pairs  of  active  lungs,  is  not  likely  to  transmit  the  best  and  purest 
thoughts  of  the  soul. 

It  is  estimated  by  competent  authorities  who  have  gathered  the 
statistics  that  the  lives  of  forty  per  cent,  of  the  people  living  in  our 
climate  are  shortened  by  the  vitiated  air  of  our  dwelling  houses, 
public  halls  and  school  rooms.  To  this  we  may  add  the  dangers 
arising  from  the  morbific  germs  of  zymotic  diseases  so  readily  con- 
veyed in  the  clothing  of  children  from  the  diseased  inmates  of  their 
homes  and  so  easily  finding  lodgment  in  tissues  weakened  by  want 
of  a  proper  supply  of  oxygen.  Surely  pure  air  as  well  as  a  free 
education,  is  the  birthright  of  every  child. 

2.  A  new  school  building  to  replace  those  now  used  for  the  Na- 
tional and  Acadian  schools.  It  is  a  disadvantage  to  have  duplicate 
classes  in  these  two  small  schools  ;  whereas  if  they  formed  one  school 
there  would  be  but  one  grade  to  each  teacher  and  therefore  more 
efficient  work.  With  better  classification  a  greater  numberof  pupils 
could  be  taught  by  the  same  teachers.  A  healthier  locality,  some 
play-ground  and  better  class  rooms  are  other  important  advantages 
that  would  be  secured  by  the  change.  And  why  should  it  not  be 
made  without  delay  1  Surely  the  .^350  now  paid  as  rent  for  the 
National  school  building  and  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  Acadian  school  would  procure  funds  enough  for  a  building  in 
the  central  part  of  the  city  that  would  be  a  credit  to  the  school 
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commissioners,  an  ornament  to  the  city,  and  what  concerns  as  most 
an  attraction  to  the  parents  of  this  important  locality. 

3.  Bloomtield  school,  with  an  average  of  65  pupils  for  each 
teacher,  notwithstanding  its  having  an  additional  rented  room,  is 
greatly  overcrowded.  Either  it  should  be  enlarged  or  what  for  the 
present  would  relieve  it,  Oompton  avenue  school  building  might  be 
completed  at  an  annual  expense  not  to  exceed  the  rental  of  the  two 
extra  rooms  now  used  in  connection  with  these  schools.  One  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  adding  to  Bloomfield  school  building  arises  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  such  a  large  site. 

4.  There  is  a  district  bounded  on  the  north  by  Richmond  street, 
south  by  Wellington  Barracks  and  west  by  Gottingen  street,  in  which 
pupils  under  ten  years  of  age  find  it  difficult  to  get  the  school  ac- 
commodations which  they  desire.  Another  storey  added  to  the 
Protestant  Orphanage  school  building  or  a  single  class-room  at  the 
south  end  of  North  Star  street,  would  meet  the  demand,  relieve 
Bloomfield  school,  and  enable  several  children  now  kept  at  home  in 
winter  to  attend  school. 

5.  As  some  of  my  other  recommendations  of  last  year  have  been 
receiving  more  or  less  attention  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  fur- 
ther refer  to  them  here. 


WORK   OF  THE   SCHOOLS. 

Besides  having  made  numerous  visits  on  business  matters  I  have 
during  the  last  year  made  over  540  regular  visits  to  the  school- 
rooms, mainly  for  the  purposeof  ascertaining  how  the  various  subjects 
were  presented  to  the  pupils  and  which  subjects  were  neglected. 
For  faithful  drill  along  the  lines  of  the  course  of  study,  for  good 
order  without  undue  seventy  and  for  neatness  in  their  school-rooms, 
our  teachers  excel.  They  are  striving  to  get  all  the  light  they  can 
on  all  that  affects  their  work, — they  take  educational  papers,  they 
attend  teachers'  meetings,  and  readily  adopt  any  reasonable  sugges- 
tions, and  the  most  of  them  consult  and  work  with  their  Principals. 

Taken  as  a  whole  they  illustrate  in  their  conduct,  the  three  essen- 
tial qualities  of  good  breeding  ;  viz.,  morality,  self-control,  and 
courtesy.  They  deserve  and  invariably  receive  the  treatment  due 
to  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  those  who  can  themselves  be  placed  in 
either  of  these  categories. 

But  notwithstanding  these  words  of  praise,  it  is  probably  my 
duty  to  point  out  a  few  things  in  which  some  of  them  are  deserving 
of  censure. 

1.  A  few  of  our  weakest,  but  also  a  few  of  our  strongest  teachers 
are  occasionally  late  in  reaching  their  class-rooms  ;  that  is,  they  are 
not  in  their  places  twenty  minutes  before  the  opening  of  the  school 
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in  order  to  prepare  for  the  day's  work,  to  look  after  the  classrooms. 
&c  An  occasional  carrying  out  of  the  rule  requiring  such  teachers 
to  register  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  their  rooms,  will  probablj 
remove  the  fault. 

2.  The  subjects  of  drawing  and  singing  are  not  receiving  the 
steady,  intelligent  and  systematic  attention  which  they  should  in  all 
departments.  A  provision  in  the  new  regulations  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  making  drawing  one  of  the  subjects  of  examina- 
tion for  entrance  into  the  academies,  will  do  much  to  increase  its 
importance  in.  the  opinions  of  Principals. 

Drawing  from  the  flat,  about  the  only  kind  at  present  in  the 
schools,  may  give  the  pupil  some  facility  in  the  use  of  the  pencil, 
but  it  does  not  educate  in  the  idea  of  form  ;  it  does  not  teach  the 
pupil  to  see  the  essential  characteristics  of  things.  Every  teacher 
should  herself  practice  and  teach  drawing  and  shading  from  the 
object,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  grade  of  her  class. 

3.  Not  all  of  our  teachers  are  dominated  by  the  idea  that  the 
development  of  character  is  the  grand  object  of  the  school ;  that 
next  to  that  comes  the  development  in  the  child  of  the  power  of 
indepen4ent  thought.  The  acquiring  of  a  certain  amount  of  useful 
information  is  of  course  important,  but  it  is  of  secondary  import- 
ance. There  are  some  of  our  teachers  who  do  not  deliberately  plan 
their  school  exercises  with  an  intelligent  view  as  to  their  effect  in 
stimulating  this  or  that  particular  element  of  character,*  habits  of 
industry  and  accuracy,  love  of  truth,  &c.  They  do  not  frame  their 
questions  with  the  express  purpose  of  making  their  pupils  think  for 
themselves.  They  are  too  often  satisfied  if  their  pupils  can  give  the 
correct  words  of  the  answer — delighted  if  he  understands  what 
he  says,  even  though  he  may  have  arrived  at  that  understanding 
without  any  effort  of  his  own,  but  merely  through  the  simplified 
explanations  of  his  teacher. 

As  I  said  in  a  former  report,  we  have  teachers  who  are  satisfied 
to  be  lesson-hearers,  who  cultivate  a  mechanical  memory  rather 
than  thought.  These  criticisms  suggest  to  us  the  importance,  the 
nobility,  and  the  exceeding  difficulty  of  the  teacher's  vocation. 

4.  Teachers  neglect  to  utilize  the  practical  for  the  instrument  of 
culture.  The  masticatory  powers  of  a  child  are  more  normally  and 
profitably  developed  by  chewing  nourishing  food  of  the  proper  con- 
sistency than  by  chewing  a  rubt)er  ball.  The  powers  of  the  mind 
can  be  better  developed  by  grapling  with  the  problems  of  real  life 
and  with  problems  conveying  useful  information,  than  by  artificial 
mental  gymnastics  such  as  we  find  in  arithmetical  puzzles  and  dead 


languages. 


REMARKS    ON  PARTICULAR  SCHOOLS. 


Acadian — The  attendance  was  small,  yet  it  was  15  more  than  for 
the  corresponding  term  of  the  preceding  year.     The  inability  to  get 
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the  necessary  text-books  causes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Principal,  a: 
loss  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  pupils'  school  work.  The  teachers  have 
made  every  reasonable  effort  to  keep  up  the  attendance. 

Africville — The  attendance  and  work  of  the  pupils  have  greatly 
improved. 

Albro  street — This  school  has  suffered  somewhat  from  frequent 
changes  of  teachers.  Of  those  schools  doing  only  common  school 
work  it  still  competes  with  Morris  street  school  for  the  first  place. 

Alexandra — This  is  now  the  largest  school  in  the  city,  enrolling 
750  pupils,  or  100  more  than  ever  before.  Thirty  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  belong  to  the  firsc  grade,  and  six  per  cent,  to  the 
eighth  grade.  In  most  of  the  rooms  the  new  ventilating  system  is 
working  very  satisfactorily. 

Compton  avenue — An  experiment  in  teaching  writing  without 
copy  books  was  successfully  tried  in  this  school  for  the  last  year. 
The  principles  of  penmanship  are  explained  on  the  blackboard  and 
practised  on  blank  paper  or  in  exercise  books.  Great  care  is  required 
of  the  pupils  in  all  written  exercises,  with  the  result  that  no  other 
school  in  the  city  can  show  as  good  work  in  this  subject.  This  school 
has  also  the  distinction  of  having  made  the  highest  percentage  of  at- 
tendance during  the  last  term. 

Lemarchant  street  school,  with  an  average  of  72  enrolled  pupils  to 
each  teacher,  will  soon  be  requiring  more  school  accommodation. 
The  pupils  have  made  very  satisfactory  progress  during  the  past 
year. 

Morris  street  school  enrols  only  14  per  cent,  uf  first  grade  pupils, 
and  as  high  as  15  per  cent,  of  eighth  grade  pupils.  This  school  is 
further  characterized  by  its  faithfulness  in  carrying  out  all  parts  of 
the  course  of  study.  It  has  opportunities  for  doing  this  that  many 
other  schools  have  not. 

National — The  attendance  at  the  National  school  has  been  pretty 
steadily  declining  for  the  last  twelve  years,  being  now  only  57  per 
cent,  of  what  it  was  in  1880.  The  teachers  are  very  much  hindered 
in  their  work  by  the  inability  of  pupils  to  get  the  needful  supply  of 
]books. 

R.  C.  Orphanage — Here  we  have  an  enrolment  of  108  pupils.  The 
senior  department,  in  charge  of  Sister  Berchmans,  is  especially  worthy 
of  mention  for  the  excellence  of  its  school  work. 

Richmond — The  attendance  in  this  section  of  the  city  is  better 
now  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  1881.  The  new  Principal,. 
Mr.  Marshall,  stands  high  both  as  regards  scholarship  and  aptitude 
for  teaching. 
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Rassell  street  and  St.  Mary's  boys'  schools  are  both  without  pupils^ 
doing  eighth  grade  work,  owing  to  the  regrettable  fact  that  the 
children  are  withdrawn  before  they  complete  the  course. 

St  Patrick's  girls'  high  school — In  consequence  of  an  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  to  raise  the  standard  of  work  in  this  school^ 
the  entrance  of  pupils  has  been  somewhat  restricted — the  number 
enrolled  being  only  66.  Of  these,  27  are  doing  1st  year  academic 
work  ;  35  second  year  ;  and  4  third  year  work. 

Thirteen  pupils  of  this  school  were  successful  at  the  teachers' 
examination  last  July,  in  obtaining  licenses  of  various  grades. 
Many  of  those  who  secure  licenses,  however,  are  not  likely  to  suc- 
ceed as  teachers,  or  they  have  to  wait  many  years  before  they 
receive  appointments.  For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  putting  the 
young  ladies  in  the  way  of  earning  a  livelihood  as  soon  as  they  leave 
school,  the  teachers  purchased  a  typewriter  for  their  use,  and  a  large 
class  is  now  receiving  instruction  in  shorthand  and  typewriting. 

Halifax  Academy — The  record  of  the  academy  for  the  last  year  is 
remarkably  good.  Five  regular  and  special  students  attained  the 
scholarship  requisite  for  academic  licenses  as  tested  by  the  pro- 
vincial examination  for  teachers.  Two  obtained  '  B '  licenses  ;  9 
obtained  *  C '  licenses  on  *  B '  papers  ;  5  obtained  *  C '  on  *  C  '  papers; 
10  obtained  '  D '  on  '  C  '  papers,  and  one  a  *  D  '  on  '  D  *  papers — in 
all  32  students  of  the  academy  obtained  teachers*  licenses.  Quite  a 
number  passed  the  simple  matriculation  examination  at  Dalhousie 
College  ;  two  of  them  taking  second  and  third  ranks  respectively, 
at  the  competition  scholarship  examination.  Another  pupil,  Mr. 
William  Mackintosh,  ipok  fifth  place  at  Cornell  University  against 
900  competitors,  winning  a  $400  scholarship. 

This  is  a  record  of  which  Halifax  is  justly  proud.  With  such 
opportunities  the  y6ung  men  and  women  of  this  city  can  hold  their 
own  against  all  competitors  from  outside,  and  prosper  in  all  depart- 
ments of  life  for  which  such  an  education  prepares  them.  If  only 
the  education  of  the  academy  could  be  diverted  somewhat  into 
industrial  lines,  it  might  be  still  better  for  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 
Countries  that  occupy  the  proudest  position  in  the  world's  history 
owe  their  pre-eminence  in  every  instance  to  education  rather  than 
to  material  resources. 

Mr.  Howard  Murray,  the  new  Principal  of  the  academy,  has  by  hi& 
skill  in  teaching  and  good  ifaanagement,  his  interest  in  the  success 
of  all  his  pupils  individually,  his  self-sacrificing  and  continuous 
labors,  and  his  urbane  manners,  already  won  a  warm  place  in  the 
affections  of  all  his  pupils  and  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Morton,  the  new  teacher  of  science  and  mathematics,  has  so 
far  amply  justified  the  recommendations  and  expectations  of  hi» 
friends. 
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The  academic  teaching  staff  is  a  as  whole  particularly  strong. 
Why  attach  so  much  importance  to  our  high  schools  and  have  them 
like  the  common  schools,  free  and  open  to  rich  and  poor  alike  ? 

1.  Because  society  has  become  so  complex  that  a  high  degree  of 
intelligence  is  necessary  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of 
citizenship.  / 

2.  Because  knowledge  like  riches  is  an  element  of  great  power, 
and  if  both  these  elements  were  confined  to  the  few,  the  freedom  of 
many  would  be  endangered. 

3.  Because  the  thrift,  energy  and  industrial  success  of  a  people 
are  in  proportion  to  the  general  diffusion  of  the  higher  knowledge. 

4.  Because  every  voter  should  be  able,  not  only  to  read,  but  to 
comprehend  what  he  reads  and  to  reason  accurately,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  detect  the  sophistries  by  which  unprincipled  demagogues  try  to 
force  themselves  to  the  front  in  politics  or  society. 

5.  Because  a  roan  should  be  able  not  only  to  write  his  name  and 
do  a  little  book-keeping,  but  he  should  be  able  to  express  his 
thoughts  clearly  and  use  his  pen  in  the  defence  of  his  rights. 

6.  Because  more  important  than  the  '  Rule  of  Three '  is  a  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  of  local  and  national  government  and  a 
knowledge  of  social  science. 

"  The  simple  fact  is,  that  looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
greatest  utility  to  the  state,  the  work  of  the  common  schools,  except 
as  a  foundation  for  that  which  is  higher,  is  not  as  valuable  as  the  work 
of  the  high  schools  and  academies.  All  processes  have  become  so 
intricate,  all  relations  so  complex,  that  the  man  who  knows  only  the 
three  '  R's  has,  without  mastering  the  situation,i  added  elements  of 
danger  to  it. 

'  A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing, 

'  Drink  deep,  or  taste  not  the  Pierian  spring.' 

"  The  whole  country,  especially  in  its  cities,  is  suffering  from 
deficiency  in  broadly  educated  men.  Our  political  business  and 
social  life  are  involving  deep  questions  relative  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  which  can  never  be  solved  by  men  who  are  but  half- 
educated." 

7.  Because  in  a  democratic  country  like  ours,  all  have  the  same 
natural  rights  and  all  must  be  allowed  so  far  as  possible  to  have  an 
equal  start  in  life.  For  very  good  reasons  a  large  proportion  of  the 
brightest  and  best  intellects  are  found  in  the  homes  of  those  who 
cannot  afford  a  special  training  to  their  children.  They  value,  there- 
fore, very  highly  that  inestimable  boon  "  The  Poor  Man's  College ;" 
the  High  School  and  the  Academy. 
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New  School  Law. 

It  is  proper  that  I  Bhould,  without  dwelling  on  them,  call  your 
attention  to  a  few  of  the  recent  changes  in  the  school  law. 

1.  Hereafter  the  school  year  begins  on  the  first  of  August. 
This  makes  it  desirable  that  pupils  entering  school  for  the  first  time 
should  do  so  immediately  after  summer  holidays,  or  at  the  beginning 
of  February.  Parents  should  have  notice  of  this  fact,  otherwise 
much  inconvenience  will  be  experienced  in  primary  classes. 

2.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  more  thorough  study  of  the  effects 
of  alcoholic  drinks  on  the  human  system  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature.  Upon  it  being  shown  that  any  teacher  has  failed  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  government  grant  due  to 
the  school  board  on  account  oi  such  teacher  may  be  withheld. 

3.  Grade  B  scholarship  without  professional  qualifications 
entitles  hereafter  only  to  a  C  license,  and  so  with  the  other  grades. 
Thus  the  advantages  of  a  Normal  school  training  are  emphasized. 

• 

4.  Penmanship,  drawing  and  spelling  are  henceforth  to  be  ele- 
ments in  determining  the  pupil's  right  to  enter  the  academy.  These 
subjects  will,  as  a  consequence,  receive  more  attention  in  the  com- 
mon schools  hereafter. 

5.  In  the  High  school  curriculum  Latin,  Greek,  and  the  memory- 
work  of  History  and  Geography  do  not  count  for  as  much  as  for- 
merly, while  the  practical  sciences  count  for  more. 

SCHOOL    exhibitions. 

As  being  connected  with  the  history  of  our  city  schools  for  the 

rit  year,  the  school  exhibition  of  industrial  and  hand  work  should 
mentioned.  AH  the  schools  but  one  took  part,  and  covered  6500 
square  feet  of  surface  with  samples  of  the  handiwork  of  the  pupils. 
Specimens  of  writing,  drawing,  commercial  forms,  map-drawing, 
^ndergarten  work,  wood-work,  etc.,  from  all  the  pupils  according 
to  their  grades,  formed  a  sight  well  worth  seeing.  The  teachers 
•deserve  credit  for  the  patriotic  spirit  with  which  they  entered  into 
the  project.  It  served  the  purpose  of  stimulating  to  better  work  in 
these  subjects,  and  of  showing  the  public  that  really  good  work  was 
being  done  in  the  public  schools. 

PSYCHOLOGY. 

Prominent  among  the  professional  subjects  engaging  the  attention 
of  our  teachers  during  the  last  year  was  a  valuable  course  of  lectures 
on  Piqrcbology,  by  Professor  Seth.  They  were  heard  by  nearly  all 
the  tcMUsbers,  most  of  whom  received  much  good  from  them. 


118  HALIFAX  CITY   SCHOOLS. 


WBITING. 

After  holidays  special  attention  was  given  in  the  Teachers'  meet- 
ings to  the  best  methods  of  teaching  writing.  The  result  may  be- 
summed  up  in  the  following  conclusions  at  which  the  teachers 
arrived  after  careful  investigation. 

1.  Instead  of  slates  pupils  should  use  exercise-books.  They 
would  be  noiseless,  the  work  would  remain  for  inspection  or  refer- 
ence, bein^  permanent  more  care  would  be  exercised,  while  the  cost 
would  not  be  much  if  any  more  than  that  pt  slates. 

2.  Pupils  when  writing  should  sit  in  the  "  right  central  position" 
both  arms  on  the  desk  at  an  angle  of  45  with  the  front  of  the 
desk,  writing  lines  parellel  to  the  front  of  the  desk. 

3.  Vertical  script  is  better  than  slant,  being  more  legible,  more 
easily  learned,  better  adapted  to  secure  the  hygienic  position.  It  ia 
the  most  used  in  English  schools,  in  nine-tenths  of  them,  and  in 
many  schools  on  the  continent.  It  is  recommended  by  Qermau 
experts. 

4.  In  normally  shaped  hands  pens  should  be  held  as  recommended 
by  Gage  in  his  system  of  penmanship. 

5.  Pupils  when  writing  should  be  required  to  be  always  in  cor- 
rect positions  and  to  hold  their  'penholders  or  pencils  correctly. 
Writing  exercises  should  not  be  so  long  as  to  become  tiresome. 
Writing  should  be  chiefly  taught  from  the  blackboard  and  by  the 
use  of  exercise  paper  and  movable  headlines. 

7.  No  haste  to  get  through  with  much  work  should  cause  the 
teacher  to  tolerate  any  written  exercise  which  is  not  in  good  form.. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  five  candidates  in  train- 
ing for  Kindergartners  passed  successfully  their  examinations  at  the 
dose  of  the  first  year's  work.    The  successful  candidates  were : 

Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Mahoney,  Grade  B. 

"  Helen  T.  Moody,                *'         C. 

"  Henrietta  De  Wolfe,           "         C. 

'*  Beatrice  M.  Lawrence,      "        C. 

These  are  all  now  engaged  at  half  the  regular  salary  of  their  grade 
for  one  year  according  to  agreement. 

Miss  Kate  Fletcher,  grade  C,  a  special  student,  also  passed  the 
examination,  heading  the  list.  She  is  now  teaching  in  Albro  street 
school. 
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After  holidays  the  training  school  opened  with  six  students.  Mrs. 
Harriman,  the  Director,  has  more  than  realized  my  most  favourable 
-expectations  regarding  her  success.  She  has  been  of  very  great  ser* 
▼ice  to  the  primary  teachers  to  whom  she  has  given  a  series  of 
^  talks"  on  primary  work. 

MANUAL  TRAINING. 

On  this  subject  I  beg  to  submit  the  special  report  of  the  teacher, 
Lee  Russell,  B.  Sc : 

Alexander  McELat,  Supervisor, 

Sir.— 

In  order  to  equip  the  shop  and  to  make  plans  for  work,  I  came  to 
Halifax  about  the  middle  of  August,  1891.  After  consultation  with 
your  Committee  it  was  decided  to  buy  the  first  half  dozen  benches 
and  some  of  the  tools  in  Boston  and  the  remainder  in  Halifax. 

We  were  able  to  receive  the  first  class  of  six  pupils  from  the 
academy  on  September  seventeenth,  and  from  that  time  on  there  has 
been  a  steadily  increasing  attendance.  It  was  soon  found  necessary 
to  increase  the  capacity  and  six  benches  were  built  by  Mr.  Morris, 
and  put  in  place  November  19tb. 

January  12th,  1892,  six  more  benches  were  ordered  of  Gordon  & 
Keith.  They  were  nearly  as  good  as  those  had  from  Boston,  and  at 
a  much  less  cost. 

With  this  last  addition  we  are  able  to  take  eighteen  pupils  at  a 
time  or  three  times  the  original  number.  At  each  increase  there 
have  been  boys  ready  to  fill  the  new  places,  and  never  has  there  been, 
except  just  previous  to  examination  and  grading  times,  so  great  a 
percentage  of  absences  as  in  the  regular  schools. 

There  has  been  a  total  enrolment  during  the  school  year  ending  in 
<July,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils.  Of  these  there  were  one 
hundred  and  eight  or  sixty-seven  per  cent,  still  attending  regularly 
at  the  close  of  school. 

Of  the  fifty-two  who  dropped  out.  I  know  definitely  that  twenty- 
three  have  left  school  altogether.  This  leaves  twenty-nine,  or 
eighteen  and  one-tenth  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  enrolled  about 
whom  I  have  no  definite  information.  Comparing  this  with  like 
schools  under  similar  conditions  in  the  United  States,  the  showing  is 
greatly  in  our  favor.  In  one  large  city  over  forty  per  cent,  dropped 
out  of  the  manual  training  school  while  still  continuing  to  attend 
the  regular  schools. . 

The  work  done  during  the  first  year  has  been  largely  experimen- 
tal, but  always  along  certain  definite  and  well  considered  lines.  In 
e8tabliahin£  Manual  training  in  a  community,  it  is  necessary  first  to 
study  the  pupils,  to  find  out  what  skill  they  have  naturally,  what 
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are  their  tastes  and  what  kind  of  work  is  best  suited  to  their  needs. 
For  instance,  the  Sweedish  Sloyd  is  not,  in  my  opinion  adapted  for 
Halifax  boys.  It  was  carefully  tried  and  found  unsuitable.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  so-called  Russian  System.  The  plan  devised  in 
the  spring  of  1892,  is  a  modification  of  the  Russian  System  and  for 
a  kind  of  *  working  hypothesis '  serves  quite  well.  It  is  amended  and 
improved  as  experience  shows  desirable.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  whole  subject  of  Manual  training,  it  is  very  undesirable  to 
adopt  any  hard  and  fast  lines.  The  most  that  can  be  done  is  to 
keep  constantly  in  mind  certain  known  principles  of  mental 
development  and  to  try  to  found  the  course  on  them. 

Preliminary  exercises  in  the  use  of  the  simpler  tools  are  first 
given.  The  use  of  the  rule,  try-square,  marking-gauge  and  scratch- 
awl,  IS  thus  taught.  Then  simple  exercises  in  sawing  are  introduced. 
When  the  pupil  has  acquired  some  skill  and  confidence,  he  is  allowed 
to  make  a  small  pencil  box.  This  combines  the  exercises  already 
learned,  introduces  the  new  difficulty  of  assembling  parts,  makes 
apparent  the  result  of  good  or  poor  work,  and  gives  the  pupil  a 
tangible  stimulating  result.  The  same  plan  is  followed  with  the 
later  and  more  difficult  work. 

It  appears  that  this  plan  works  well.  The  pupil  takes  an  intelli- 
gent and  increasing  interest  in  his  work,  he  learns  principles  with- 
out realizing  that  he  is  so  doing,  and  applies  these  principles  with  a 
very  keen  interest  in  the  result.  The  tools  and  work  are  so  brought 
forward  as  to  give  the  hand,  eye  and  mind  a  progressive  training. 

Mechanical  drawing  is  taught  from  the  first.  So  far  as  is  possible 
the  pupil  makes  a  working  drawing  either  from  a  model  or  from 
dictation.  With  this  before  him,  he  works  out  the  idea  in  wood.  In 
this  as  in  the  woodwork,  principles  are  taught  rather  by  their 
application  than  in  the  abstract.  When  he  can  fully  comprehend  it» 
the  pupil  is  shown  that  a  certain  plan  underlies  all  his  work. 

Considerable  attention  is  paid  to  the  encouragement  of  indepen- 
dent thinking.  Smart  pupils  make  their  own  designs,  and  if 
approved,  are  allowed  to  work  from  them.  Any  invention  is  made 
much  of  and  the  pupil  making  such  inventions  is  allowed  special 
favors.  One  boy  has  made  the  patterns  for  a  sixteen  light  dynamo 
together  with  the  base  and  tightening  blocks.  Much  of  the  wood- 
work was  his  own  idea  and  he  was  given  every  facility  for  working 
it  out. 

If  it  should  be  thought  desirable  to  add  pattern  making  and  wood- 
turning  to  the  course,  a  larger  shop  would  be  needed.  An  important 
addition  might  be  made  by  the  purchase  of  a  few  sets  of  carving 
tools.  Wood-carving  may  be  made  an  excellent  means  of  training 
hand  and  eye.  The  sense  of  beauty  of  form,  taste  in  ornament,  and 
the  general  artistic  sense  are  all  guided  by  it  and  stimulated.  It  is 
a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  regular  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEE  RUSSELL, 

Teacher  of  Manual  Training. 
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Halifax  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  the  first  Manual  Train- 
ing department  in  connection  with  the  public  schools  in  the  Dominion. 
As  the  subject  is  new  I  thought  a  full  report  desirable. 

Although  for  the  past  few  years  the  expenses  of  the  schools  for 
tuition  have  not  increased  in  greater  proportion  than  the  number 
of  pupils  to  be  educated,  yet  at  a  time  when  the  City  Fathers  are 
struggling  with  the  problem  of  a  heavy  taxation,  it  is  not  opportune 
to  suggest  any  improvement  in  our  fsducational  system  that  would 
involve  any  additional  outlay.  But  there  is  one  subject  which  does 
not  come  under  that  heading  which  I  would  like  to  introduce  for 
your  serious  consideration. 

THE    SCHOOL  SAVINGS   BANK. 

In  Europe  it  is  a  fully  recognized  educational  and  economic  insti- 
tution. To  manage  it  takes  but  fifteen  minutes  a  week  and  no  time 
is  better  spent.  It  is  an  incentive  to  industry  and  study.  This 
teaching  of  thrift  is  usually  introduced  through  the  practical  interest 
of  school  directors  or  bankers,  who  are  quick  to  see  the  benefit  it 
necessarily  brings  a  community.  Frequently,  mostly  in  fact,  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  to  have  the  school  deposits  in  trust  takes  the  expense  of 
furnishing  the  teacher's  roll-books,  blanks,  cards,  envelopes  and  slips 
as  adapted  to  the  system.  When  a  child's  savings  reach  one  dollar 
he  is  given  a  separate  bank  book  by  the  bank  and  stands  in  the  light 
of  an  adult  depositor  acting  through  the  school  facilities.  When  he 
has  three  dollars  he  is  allowed  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  on  his 
deposit.  The  boys  and  girls  are  thus  taught  how  money  grows  with 
care.  They  are  told  from  time  to  time  the  advantages  of  industry, 
thrift  and  business  knowledge.  By  the  interest  thus  aroused  parents 
who  never  had  a  dollar  ahead  have  started  savings  banks'  accounts 
for  themselves. 

"  The  School  Savings  Bank  is  a  relief  measure  for  pauperism,  a 
preventive  of  crime,  a  developing  force  of  honesty,  sobriety  and 
peace." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  McKAY, 

Supervisor. 

Halifax,  November,  1892. 
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(III.) 

REPORT  ON  xMANUAL  TRAINING. 


By  Lee  Russell,  Esq.,  B.  Sc. 


It  seems  to  me  desirable  to  give  in  this  report  a  brief  outline  of 
the  work  I  have  seen  and  a  more  complete  account  of  the  (Reductions 
and  generalizations  I  have  been  able  to  make.  In  Boston  and  vicinity 
there  are  two  well  worked  systems  of  manual  training. 

The  Swedish  Sloyd  hajp  been  somewhat  modified  to  meet  the 
xlemands  of  the  community  and  em  the  so-culled  Sloyd  is  vigorously 
taught  and  defended  by  Mr.  Qustaf  Larsson  and  his  followers.  Its 
main  principles  are  these  :  1.  All  practice  shall  be  had  in  making 
useful  articles  which  become  the  property  of  the  pupils.  2.  The 
models  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  bring  into  practice  fundamental 
principles  in  the  proper  order  of  progression  from  the  easy  to  the 
more  difficult.  3.  All  work  shall  be  from  drawings  made  by  the 
pupils.  4.  As  great  a  variety  of  tools  as  can  ptoperly  be  intro- 
duced, shall  be  used.  5.  The  models  shall  combine  a  variety  of 
curved  with  plane  surfaces. 

Another  system  in  more  common  use  than  the  Sloyd,  is  the  so- 
<!alled  Russian  system.  It  aims  to  give  Manual  training  by  exercises 
illustrating  the  various  principles  of  carpentry  and  joinery. 

At  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  there  is  a  well-equipped  Manual 
Training  department  in  connection  with  the  high  school.  But  before 
entering  the  high  school,  pupils  are  instructed  in  the  common 
schools.  While  the  girls  are  engaged  in  needlework,  the  boys  have 
practice  in  woodwork.  Wooden  covers  are  provided  for  the  desks 
and  knives,  try-squares,  rules,  marking-gauges  and  prepared  wood 
are  distributed.  The  work  is  an  ingenious  modification  of  Sloyd 
and  as  a  preparation  for  later  work,  has  some  value.  It  is  worthy 
of<  mention  that  during  the  high  school  course  the  pupil  spends  each 
afternoon  in  the  workshop.  It  seems  open  to  question  if  so  much 
time  should  be  spent  in  Manual  training.  In  several  districts  in 
Boston  entire  schools  of  sixty  boys,  go  with  their  teacher  to  the 
workshop.     In  such  shops  two  or  three  teachers  are  employed. 

Mr.  Larsson's  training  class  has  been  well  attended  and  he  has 
turned  out  some  very  capable  women  teachers.  This  phase  of  the 
{>roblem  seems  especially  interesting  to  this  Province.     In  most  cases 
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two  or  more  women  teach  under  the  direction  of  a  man.  They  de» 
vise  and  decide  apon  the  coarse  of  models  together.  The  director 
4ilso  takes  pare  of  the  tools  and  has  {[general  charge.  This  seems  to 
be  a  very  successful  arrangement.  There  is  no  doubt  that  women 
can  acquire  skill  in  Manual  Training  exercises  and  are  as  well  able 
to  teach  this  as  anything  else.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  graduates 
of  Mr.  Larsson's  school  who  are  teaching  most  successfully  were  ex- 
perienced and  accomplished  teachers  before  they  took  up  Sloyd,  and 
further  that  they  took  it  up  from  natural  liking. 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  present  Manual  Training 
movement  is  this.  It  is  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  branch  oi 
education,  undergoing  a  constant  healthy  change ;  new  points  of 
excellence  are  continually  being  added  and  faults  weeded  out.  Each 
teacher  is  engaged  in  the  most  valuable  and  inspiring  work  known 
to  our  civilization — Original  Research.  All,  or  nearly  all,  are  work- 
ing in  the  true  scientific  spirit.  In  the  extremely  few  cases  in 
which  this  was  lacking  the  schools  showed  a  marked  inferiority. 
It  seems  to  me  to  promise  well,  not  only  for  the  future  of  Manual 
Training,  but  also  for  the  future  of  any  school  course  into  which  it 
is  introduced.  The  spirit  which  it  fosters,  among  pupils  and  teach- 
ers alike,  is  that  of  independent  investigation,  and  this  must  sooner 
or  later  be  felt  in  the  course  of  education  and  in  the  community  at 
large. 

A  significant  feature  in  and  about  Boston,  is  the  influence  the 
various  teachers  have  on  each  other.  The  half  dozen  original  and 
energetic  men  who  are  leaders,  are  all  working  along  the  same  lines, 
and  the  next  result  seems  likely  to  be  a  system  of  Manual  Training 
combining  the  good  points  of  the  various  existing  courses  and  lack- 
ing the  weak  ones. 

A  visit  to  a  State  Normal  School  in  Connecticut  made  me  ac- 
quainted with  a  phase  of  Manual  Training  which  is  of  great  value. 
Here  is  a  shop  in  which  all  the  students  of  the  school  work — women 
as  well  as  men.  It  has  a  very  intimate  connection  with  the  profess- 
ional work  in  Physics  and  Chemistry.  The  students  make  actual 
apparatus  which  they  take  out  with  them  to  their  schools,  and  are 
thus  able,  independently  of  the  usual  costly  equipment,  to  demon- 
strate many  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  nature. 

Here  is  a  feature  which  might  well  be  introduced  into  this  Pro- 
vince. There  are  few  cities,  but  in  the  country  schools  manual 
training  of  this  sort  will  lead  the  pupils  in  a  new  and  profitable 
direction.  It  needs  no  workshop.  If  the  teacher  has  been  in- 
structed she  can  lead  the  pupils  to  make  at  home  experiments  and 
investigations.  Further,  a  teacher  who  has  had  this  sort  of  training 
looks  upon  the  ceaseless  constructive  activity  of  children  from  a  new 
standpoint.  She  sees  in  their  water-wheels  and  boats  a  new  means 
1>y  which  she  can  gain  their  attention,  and  spontaneous  attention  is 
the  secret  of  all  g^>d  instruction.     She   no  longer  looks  upon  their 
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knives  as  implements  for  defacing  desks,  but  sees  in  •  them  tools  for 
fashioning  the  J^oung  minds  under  her  charge. 

It  is  evident  that  belief  in  Manual  Training  is  advancing  rapidly. 
New  schools  are  being  started  every  ye€ur,  old  ones  enlarged.  From 
the  report  of  Superintendent  Seaver  it  is  plainly  a  success  in  Bos- 
ton. The  conditions  in  this  Province  seem  to  me  especially  to  call 
for  Manual  Training.  With  its  great  natural  resources,  Nova  Scotia 
is  certain  of  a  period  of  industrial  development  in  the  near  future. 
A  population  already  partially  educated  in  this  direction  must  help 
along  this  development.  At  any  rate  a  healthy  public  opinion  will 
be  fostered  and  the  community  prepared  to  welcome  any  advance. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  is  the  important  truth  just  now  beginning  to 
be  realized,  that  a  child  whose  mind  alone  is  trained  is  but  half 
educated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEE  RUSSELL 
Halifax,  March  Ist,  1893, 
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APPENDIX    D. 


SPECIAL    INSTITUTIONS 


(I.) 

INSTITXJTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB, 

OoUingen  Street,  Halifax  N.  8, 


Patron. — His  Honor  M.  B.  Daly,   LietUenant-Govemor    of   the 

Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  ike. 


DIRECTORS. 

Hon.  D.  McNeil  Parker,  William  Tobin,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

M.  D.,  and  M.  L.  C.  J.  F.  Kenny.  Esq. 

Hon  Provincial  Secretary.  Andrew  MacKinlay,  Esq. 
Rev.  President  Forrest,  D.  D. 

Secretaiy. — Rev.  President  Forrest,  D.  D. 

Treasurer. — Andrew  MacKinlay,  Esq. 

PhyHcians. — Donald  A.  Campbell,  M.D.,  Murdoch  Chisholm,  M.D. 

Consulting  Physician. — Andrew  J.  Cowie,  M.  D. 

Dentist — Dr.  A.  C.  Cogswell. 

Ocidist — Stephen  Dodge,  M.  D. 
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OFFICERS  AND  TEACHERS. 
Educational  Department. 


Principal. — James  Fearon. 

ASSISTANT  lEACHERS. 

Miss  Julia  R  Bateman.  S.  H.  Lawrence. 

Miss  A.  M.  Mosher.  Miss  C.  Frame. 

A.  R.  DoDDs. 

Matron. — Miss  M.  Gladwin. 
Matron*8  Assistant — Miss  E.  Brtmek. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT 

Carpentry  and  Gardening, — Michael  McQuillan. 

ShoemaJcing. — Martin  Abbott. 


By  the  Act  of  the  Provincial  Le^slatare  of  April  19,  1884,  any 
Nova  Scotian  deaf  or  deaf  mute  child  of  sound  ifnitid,  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  eighteen,  is  entitled  to  free  admission  to  this  Insti- 
tution on  the  order  of  the  Warden  of  the  Municipality  to  which  the 
child's  parents  belong. 


REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  of  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  present 
their  35th  Annual  Report.  During  the  past  year  the  work  has 
made  very  satisfactory  progress.  In  the  school  everything  has  been 
most  encouraging.  Mr.  Fearon  has  already  proved  himself  to  be 
such  a  painstakinp  and  successful  Principal  tnat  the  minds  of  the 
Directors  are  relieved  from  all  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  practical 
working  of  the  school.  He  is  ably  assisted  by  a  band  of  teachers 
who  discharge  their  duties  with  conscientious  faithfulness.  During 
the  past  year  the  staff  has  been  strengethened  by  the  addition  of 
Mr.  A.  R.  Dodds,  who  came  highly  recommended  by  the  Principal  of 
the  Margate  Institution.  His  work  in  Halifax  fully  justifies  the 
testimonials  which  he  brought.  A  short  visit  to  the  school,  during 
working  hours,  will  satisfy  anyone  that  the  work  of  instruction  is 
being  most  faithfully  and  successfully  carried  on.  The  report  of  the 
Principal  will  show  to  those  who  have  not  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing for  themselves,  what  is  being  accomplished. 

In  the  home  life  of  the  Institution  everything  has  been  satisfac- 
tory. Miss  Gladwin  and  her  assistants  have  carefully  attended  to 
the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  Directors  would  gladly  welcome 
the  close  and  careful  inspection  of  the  public,  for  they  feel  confident 
that  a  healthier  and  happier  family  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  land. 

The  physicians,  Drs.  Campbell  and  Chisholm,  have  been  most 
attentive,  visiting  the  Institution  regularly,  and  promptly  responding 
whenever  called  for.    The  Directors  express  their  hearty  thanks  to 
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them  for  their  services.  Their  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  Dodge  and 
Dr.  Cogswell,  who  always  cheerfully  respond  to  any  call  for  their 
professional  services. 

During  the  past  year  Mr.  Fearon  visited  a  number  of  places  in- 
Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  One  of  the  results  has 
been  that  a  number  of  children  have  been  sought  out  and  brought 
to  the  Institution.  Every  year  the  Institution  is  becoming  better 
known,  and  consequently  the  number  of  pupils  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  steady  growth  in  numbers  presses  every  year  more  and  more 
upon  the  accommodation  afforded  by  the  institution,  until  it  is  now 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  new  building  should  be  secured.  The 
Institution  has  been  conducted  with  the  strictest  economy,  but  the 
Directors  now  feel  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  delay  the  erection  of  a. 
new  building  much  longer.  They  are  quite  confident  that  the- 
community  will  heartily  respond  to  their  appeal.  They  feel  that 
the  Institution  has  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  that  the  liber- 
ality which  has  sustained  them  in  the  past  will  come  to  their  aid  in 
the  special  efifort  that  will  now  require  to  be  made.  The  progress 
already  made  has  been  most  encouraging,  but  the  Directors  cannot 
rest  satisfied  till  full  provision  is  secured  for  the  education  of  every 
deaf  mute  in  the  community  capable  of  receiving  instruction. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  bequests  have  been  received  : 
From  estate  of  late  Sir  Edward  Kenny,  $400 ;  estate  of  late  John  P. 
Mott,  $11,876.00  ;  estote  of  late  A.  K.  Doull^  $1,479.47.  It  has  been 
the  custom  of  the  Directors  ever  since  the  founding  of  the  Institu- 
tion to  put  all  such  amounts  to  capital  account,  and  not  to  use  them 
for  working  expenses.  The  accounts  for  the  year  are  herewith 
presented.    The  balance  is  still  on  the  wrong  side. 

In  conclusion,  the  Directors  would  express  their  gratitude  to  God 
for  his  goodness  during  another  year.  With  His  blessing  resting 
upon  the  Institution  it  shall  lack  nothing. 

On  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

JOHN  FORREST, 

Secretary. 


PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  DiBECTOBS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DeAF  AND  DUMB : 

QenUemen, — With  the  beginning  of  another  year,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  furnish  you  with  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the 
last  twelve  months. 

The  Total  Attendance  ^ 

for  the  year  has  been  seventy-two ;  viz.,  forty-six  boys  and  twenty- 
dz  girk,  of  whom  sixty  belong  to  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
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twelve  to  the  other  Provinces.     The  following  table  gives  in  detail 
the  whole  attendance : — 

Boys.     Girls.    Total. 

Fapils  of  previous  years  still  present. ...  31  20  51 

Additions  during:  1892 8  3  12 

Absentees  expected  to  return 0  1  1 

Left  school  during  the  year 6  2  8 

Total  attendance  for  1892 45        26        72 

New  Pupils. 

admitted  during  1892 : 

Louisa  Patten Grand  Bank,  Newfoundland. 

Job  Squires St  John's, 

Israel  Allez Sandy  Point, 

Maggie  Mosher St.  Croix,  Hants  Co.,  N.  S. 

Willie  Mason Lunenburg,  N.  S. 

Ernest  Hiltz Lockeport,  Shelburne  Co.,  N.  S. 

Albert  Smith Yarmouth,  N.  S. 

Louis  Landers "  '* 

William  Noiles Amherst,  N.  S. 

Austin  Kizer Fisherman's  Harbour,  Guys.  Co.,  N.  S. 

Reginald  Coolen Upper  Prospect,  Halifax  Co.,  N.  S. 

Josephine  Swim Shelburne  Co..  N.  S. 

The  following  has  been  re-admitted  : 
Eliza  Smith Cape  Island,  Shelburne  Co.,  N.  S. 

The  following  have  left  school : 

George  McKenzie Halifax  City. 

Archie  McFatridge " 

Joseph  Gero Truro.  Colchester  Co.,  N.  S. 

Willie  Heulin Bay  St.  George,  Newfoundland. 

Eliza  Heulin 

Daniel  Cameron Scotch  Hill,  Pictou  Co.,  N,  S. 

George  Smith Cape  Island,  N.  S. 

Jessie  Nixon Margaretville,  Annapolis  Co.,  N.  S. 

Health  Report. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  the  health  of  the  pupils  remained 
good,  and  though  numerous  cases  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever 
appeared  in  the  neighborhood,  as  the  epidemic  seemed  to  be  abating 
high  hopes  were  entertained  that  we  should  reach  the  end  of  the 
session  without  interruption.  Our  expectations,  however,  were  dis- 
appointed towards  the  end  of  March  by  the  appearance  among  the 
fupils  of  what  threatened  to  be  a  serious  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever, 
reparaftions  were  being  made  to  remove  the  first  two  cases  from  the 
Institution  when  it  was  di.scovered  that  six  of  the  pupils  were  already 
attacked.    Everything  possible  was  done  by  way  of  isolation  and 
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disinfection,  but  notwithstanding  this  every  day  added  to  the  list  of 
cases  until  no  less  then  twenty-seven  children  were  prostrated,  and 
the  Institution  became  'pro  tempore'  a  hospital.  The  services  of  two 
experienced  nurses  were  called  in,  and  the  officers  of  the  Institution 
rendered  every  possible  assistance.  Fortunately  the  epidemic  was 
of  a  mild  type,  and  towards  the  end  of  April  all  had  recovered  and 
were  back  in  the  school-room.  The  skilful  treatment  and  constant 
attention  of  Dr.  Geo.  Campbell  cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  He 
may  be  said  to  have  been  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Institution 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  sickness,  paying  two  or  three  visits 
daily,  sometimes  at  great  inconvenience.  I  regret  to  have  to  record 
the  death  of  one  pupil  during  the  year,  that  of  Joseph  Gero,  a 
coloured  boy  belonging  to  Truro.  At  the  end  of  the  session  in  June 
last  he  went  on  his  holidays  apparently  in  good  health,  but  during 
the  summer  months  symtoms  of  the  fatal  disease  developed,  and  he 
died  at  his  home  of  rapid  consumption  oo  October  lltb.  He  had 
been  two  years  at  school,  was  quiet  and  gentle  in  his  disposition,  and 
consequently  a  favourite  with  both  teachers  and  pupils.  In  the 
domestic  department  Miss  Gladwin,  and  her  assistant,  Aiiss  Brymer, 
have  exercised  their  usual  care  and  efficiency. 

School-Room  Report. 

The  work  of  the  school-room  has  'been  progressing  satisfactorily. 
It  is  nevertheless,  I  think,  the  experience  of  every  earnest  teacher 
that  however  excellent  his  results  may  be,  he  believes  he  should  and 
could  produce  still  better.  So  it  is  with  us.  Ability,  zeal,  and 
fidelity  characterize  our  present  teaching  staff,  but  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  deaf  acquire  a  knowledge  of  language  are  so  great 
and  the  field  of  operation  is  so  wide  that  after  our  best  efforts  have 
been  brought  forth  po  little  has  been  done  and  so  much  remains  to  be 
accomplished  that  even  the  most  enthusiastic  are  inclined  at  times 
to  become  discouraged.  Appended  is  the  original  compositions  of 
some  of  the  pupils  from  one  to  six  years  at  school,  which  show 
clearly  that  decided  progress  is  being  made.  In  considering  the 
compositions  I  would  ask  you  to  remember  that  they  are  the  work 
of  children  dealing  with  a  foreign  language,  with  the  additional  dis- 
advantages of  limited  daily  instruction  and  a  slow  means  of 
communication. 

Oral  Teaching. 

With  respect  to  Oral  Teaching,  as  much  attention  is  being  paid  to 
it  as  is  possible  in  our  present  circumstances.  At  the  beginning  of 
last  session  an  oral  class  was  formed  and  the  entire  time  of  a  teacher 
bestowed  upon  it,  but  while  very  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  it 
was  felt  that  those  who  had  previously  received  some  oral  instruction, 
SB  well  as  the  new  pupils  capable  of  being  so  taught,  were  being 
neglected  in  this  respect.  Consequently,  this  year  I  thought  it  wise 
to  go  back  to  our  old  practice  and  to  give  at  least  an  hour's  oral 
instruction  to  every  pupil  in  the  school-room  adapted  to  this  method 
of  teaching.     The  best  results  cannot  be  expected  under  these  condi- 
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tions,  but  there  is  the  advantage  of  every  pupil  receiving  equal 
justice.  The  tide  of  Oralisoi  that  swept  over  England  seems  now  ta 
be  ebbing,  and  in  spite  of  the  recommendations  of  the  late  Royal 
Commission  and  the  impossible  claims  of  too  sanguine  oralists, 
instruction  on  the  manual  system  will  most  probably  occupy  a 
prominent  place  in  the  future  as  it  has  done  in  the  past.  Oreat 
benefit,  however,  has  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  the  oral 
method  into  England,  and  numbers  of  the  deaf  nowenjoy  the  blessings 
of  speech  and  lip-reading  more  or  less  perfect ;  the  latent  energies  of 
teachers  have  been  drawn  out,  and  with  respect  to  the  method  of 
imparting  language  a  light  has  burst  over  the  country  the  dawn  of 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  lo)ig  delayed.  The  late  Mr.  J. 
Scott  Uutton  foresaw  at  the  beginning  of  the  controversy  the  good 
results  that  would  assuredly  follow,  and  speaking  at  the  conference 
held  in  London  in  1881,  he  says,  "  I  believe  that  the  cause  of  the 
deaf  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  advocates  of  the  oral  method, 
whose  zeal  and  devotion  put  to  shame  the  apparent  luke-warmnes& 
and  lethargy  of  those  who  profess  to  be  following  a  more  excellent 
way.  As  storms  clear  the  air  carrying  off  brooding  vapours  and 
noxious  exhalations,  imparting  freshness  and  vigour  toevery  function 
and  energy  of  sentient  being,  so  the  healthy  breath  of  free  discussion 
stirs  and  purifies  the  social  atmosphere,  clearing  away  the  mists  of 
prejudice,  indolence  or  error,  quickening  the  pulse  and  invigorating 
the  life-blood  of  society.  Anything  is  better  than  cynical  indifierence, 
indolent  self-complacency  or  facile  acquiescence  in  mere  traditionalism 
and  routine."  Whatever  may  be  the  future  of  the  education  of  the 
deaf  in  England  the  present  conditions  cannot  demonstrate  the 
possibilities  of  the  oral  system,  or  rather  cannot  determine  the  per- 
centage of  the  deaf  capable  of  being  successfully  educated  by  means 
of  this  method.  Owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  government  the 
education  of  the  deaf  is  still  to  a  great  extent  dependent  upon 
charity,  and  consequently  the  prospects,  salaries  and  social  standing 
of  teachers  are  insufiicient  to  draw  into  the  field  high  talents,  ability 
and  education  such  as  are  required  to  ensure  success.  Less  arduous 
and  more  remunerative  occupations  can  be  had  any  day,  and  why 
not  choose  them  ?  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  nine  out  of  ten  of 
the  young  men  and  women  entering  the  profession  in  England,  do 
so  more  by  accident  than  with  any  pre-conceived  idea  or  fixed 
determination  of  making  it  their  life's  work  and  of  preparing  them- 
selves accordingly.  To  America,  where  the  conditions  are  unspeak- 
ably luore  favourable  than  in  England,  most  probably  will  fall  the 
honor  in  the  near  future  of  deciding  the  merits  of  the  oral  method 
and  of  saying^definitely  what  that  system  can  do  and  what  it  faila 
to  accomplish. 

Extra  Subjectts. 

Under  Miss  Bateman  and  Mr.  Dodds  a  deep  and  growing  interest 
in  drawing  has  been  aroused  and  marked  progress  has  been  made. 
Through  the  continued  kindness  of  Mr.  Geo.  Harvey,  the  senior 
pupils,  as  formerly,  attend  the  Art  School  and  receive  the  benefit  of 
his  instruction.  Classes  in  Clay -modelling  and  Type-writing  havo 
been  started  which  promise  to  be  very  successful. 
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Appointment, 

After  more  than  five  years  of  faithful  service  Mr.  R.  W.  McDon* 
aid  resigned  bis  position  as  a  teacher  in  the  institution  at  the  be^n- 
ning  of  the  year,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Dodds,  an  instructor  in  the  Margate 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  England,  was  appointed  his  successor,  entering 
on  his  duties  in  the  commencement  of  the  following  September. 
Mr.  Dodds  has  had  experience  in  both  the  manual  and  oral  systems 
of  instruction,  havinc]^  taught  for  over  seven  years  in  three  of  the 
most  important  institutions  in  the  mother-country.  He  has  fully 
realized  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  him,  proving  himself  a  most 
competent  teacher,  and  displaying  a  ueep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  pupils  both  in  and  outside  of  the  school-room. 

Deputation  Work  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  at  your  suggestion,  I  made  a  tour^ 
accompanied  by  three  of  the  pupils,  through  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  known  more  widely  the  existence  of  the 
Institution,  and  of  drawing  in  deaf  children  of  school  age  not  yet 
receiving  the  benefit-s  of  the  Institution.  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
my  efforts  in  both  directions  were  met  with  success.  Eleven  places 
were  visited,  namely: — Windsor,  Wolfville,  Kentville,  Bridgetown, 
Annapolis,  Yarmouth,  Shelburne,  Lockeport,  Liverpool,  Bridgewater, 
and  Lunenburg.  The  meetings  on  the  whole  were  well  attended^ 
and  in  some  places  a  very  deep  interest  was  displayed,  notably 
Wolfville,  Bridgewater  and  Lunenburg.  As  a  result  ot'  the  trip  five 
new  pupils  were  enrolled  and  a  knowledge  of  the  Institution  brought 
to  the  parents  of  others  not  yet  of  school-age.  These  encouraging 
results  led  to  my  visiting  Prince  Edward  Island  in  the  end  of  the 
same  month,  where  I  held  meetings  in  Charlottetown,  Summerside 
and  Sooris.  The  audiences  were  large,  and  the  good  work  which 
the  Institution  is  doing  seems  to  be  recognized  and  appreciated. 
On  the  return  journey  1  visited  Pictou,  Westville,  New  Glasgow  and 
Truro;  addressing  large  audiences  and  explaining  by  means  of  the 

fupijs  the  workings  of  the  Institution,  in  the  last  mentioned  place 
discovered  a  deaf  and  dumb  boy  8  or  9  years  of  age,  and  elicited  a 
promise  from  his  parents  that  he  should  be  sent  to  the  Institution 
early  in  the  coming  spring. 

Our  increased  numbers,  with  the  consequent  limited  in-door  as 
well  as  out-door  accommodation,  induce  me  to  bring  before  you  as 
strongly  as  possible  the  necessity  of 

A  New  Building. 

We  require  a  building  with  modern  conveniences  such  as  are 
supplied  by  similar  institutions  in  the  United  States  and  in  the  Old 
Country — situated  in  the  healthiest  suburb  of  the  city,  and  surround- 
ed with  ample  grounds  where  the  pupils  may  have  the  benefit  of 
proper  out-aoor  exercise  and  recreation  so  essential  to  the  health  of 
all  ehildreOy  but  especially  so  to  that  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.     The 
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present  I  think  is  auspicious,  for  never  was  more  interest  manifested 
ed  in  education  generally,  and  certainly  never  more  public  sympa- 
thy felt  on  behalf  of  this  Institution.  Hitherto  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence has  led  us,  and  He  will  not  desert  us  in  this  our  new  and 
noble  undertaking. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  FEARON.  Principal 


TREASURER'S    ACCOUNT. 


Institution  for  tab  Deaf  and  Dumb   in   Account  with  A. 

Mackinlat,    Tbeasurbb. 

1892.  Dr. 

Jan.     1.    To  balance S    678  71 

Dec.  31.      "   Salaries 3038  16 

"   House  Expenses 5017  37 

"   Repairs,  etc 267  98 

"   School  Supplies 119  92 

"   Insurance 107  50 

"   Telephones 43  00 

"   Interest  on  Advances 264  54 

"  Deposit  Receipts 13356  00 

"  Investments 6500  00 

"   Sundries 719  63 

-$30058  31 

1892.  Cr. 

Dec.  31.     By  cash  from  pupils $     160  50 

Province  of  N.  S 3120  00 

Municipalities  of  N.  S 2940  00 

Government  of  N'fld 500  00 

"        Interest  on  Investments  . . .     3065  19 

Deposit  Receipts 6000  00 

Bequests 13809  63 

Donations,  etc 130  14 

Sundries 45  91 

"  Balance  to  debit 286  94 

S30058  31 

1893. 
Jan.     2.    To  balance  at  debit $286  94 

E.  &  0.  E.  A.  MACKINLAT, 

Trea9wr€r. 


(C 

»c 
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LIST  OF  BEQUESTS  AND  DONATIONS.  1892. 

Widow's  Mite S  1  00 

Discount 7  14 

New  Gairlock  Church,  Pictou 9  00 

Truro  Union  Prayer  Meeting  Collection 31  50 

Estate  J.  Naylor 53  50 

United  Church,  New  Glasgow 70  50 

Estate  late  Sir  Edward  Kenny 400  00 

J.  P.  Mott 11,876  66 

A.  K.  Doull 1,479  47 

Sharon  Church,  Stellarton 6  00 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Truro 5  00 

[The  Annual  Report  published  contains  24  pages.] 
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(2) 

HALIFAX  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Incorporated  in  the  year  1S67. 

Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Institution. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  FOR  1893. 


John  Duffus. 
W.  C.  Silver. 
W.  H.  Neal. 
John  Y.  Payzant. 
George  Mitchell. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon. 
H.  H.  Fuller. 
James  C.  Mackintosh. 
Jairus  Hart. 


Thos.  Ritchie. 
Wm.  Robertson. 
Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding. 

Premier  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Hon.  a.  Q.  Blair, 

Premier  of  New  Brunswick. 
Hon.  Frederick  Peters. 

Premier  of  P.  E.  Island. 
Hon.  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway, 


Wm.  Miller.  I  Premier  of  Newfoundland. 

President — W.  C.  Silver. 

Vice- President — James  C.  Mackintosh. 

Trecwurcr.— John  Duffus. 

Secretary. — C.  F.  Fraser. 


STAlfDING  COMMITTEES. 


Manufacture. 
J.  C.  Mackintosh. 


Finance. 

H.  H.  Fuller. 

John  Duffus.  |  W.  H.  Neal. 

James  C.  Mackintosh.  j  Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon. 

George  Mitchell.  Jairus  Hart. 

Instruction.  House. 

W.  C.  Silver.  i  W.  C.  Silver. 


Jairus  Hart. 
Thos.  Ritchie. 
Wm.  Robertson. 


Jairus  Hart. 
J.  Y.  Payzant. 
George  Mitchell. 


OFFICERS. 

Superintendent. — C.  F.  Fraser. 
Teachers. — Literary  Department — E.  P.  Fletcher,  B.  A. 

"  "  Miss  K.  Sutcliffe. 

"  "  Miss  C.  M.  Bowman. 

Music. — A.  M.  Chisholm. 

Music  Reader. — Miss  A.  Sheraton. 

Oirls*  Work  Department — Miss  Bella  Bowman. 

Tuning  Instructor. — D.  M.  Reid. 

Trade  Instructor. — David  A.  Baird. 

Gymnastics  iTisitructor. — T.  C.  Woodworth. 

Steward.— 'R.  T.  Blair. 

Matron. — Mna  R  T.  Blair. 

Attending  Physician. — Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay. 

Ophthalmic  Physician. — Da  S.  Dodge. 

Dental  Sfurgeon. — Da  A.  C.  Cogswell, 
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Twenty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
'  FOR  1892. 


The  Board  of  Managers  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the 
members  of  the  Corporation  and  to  those  interested  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Blind,  the  Twenty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  School, 
and  in  so  doing  they  desire  to  acknowledge  their  gratitude  to  a  kind 
Providence  for  the  many  blessings  poured  out  upon  their  work. 

During  the  year  1892  the  principle  of  the  free  education  of  the 
Blind  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Provincial  Legislature  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  a  law  has  been  enacted  providing  for  the  free 
education  of  the  blind  youth  of  that  Province  in  this  Institution. 
This  recognition  of  the  claims  of  those  who  are  deprived  ot  sight,  to 
participate  in  the  privileges  of  a  free  education  has  been  a  great 
source  of  satisfaction  to  your  Board,  and  now  that  so  much  has  been 
accomplished  they  look  forward  with  confidence  to  a  similiar  recog- 
nition being  made  by  the  Provinces  of  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
Newfoundland. 

In  order  that  the  friends  of  the  Blind  may  more  fully  comprehend 
the  scope  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  we  have  thought  it 
best  to  briefly  outline  the  history  of  the  School  from  its  inception, 
more  particularly  as  respects  its  government  and  the  sources  from 
whence  its  revenues  are  derived. 

■ 

In  the  year  1867  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch,  a  retired  merchant  and 
banker  of  Halifax,  died  in  London,  and  by  will  bequeathed  the  sum 
of  £5000  Nova  Scotia  currency,  (S19,466.67)  toward  the  endowment 
of  our  Asylum  for  the  Blind  in  Halifax,  upon  condition  that  a  build- 
ing would  be  erected  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  £3000. 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  by  the  Hon.  M.  B.  Almon  and 
other  prominent  gentlemen  of  Halifax  to  procure  an  Act  of  Incor- 

{^oration,  and  a  strong  committee  was  selected  to  canvass  the  city 
or  subscriptions. 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  was 
passed  on  May  7th,  1867,  and  the  requisite  sum  for  the  erection  of 
the  building  having  been  subscribed.  His  Excellency  J.  H.  Francklyn, 
C.  B.,  Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  April 
11th,  1868,  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  Act  to  be  in  opera- 
tion, and  the  Corporation  was  thereby  authorized  to  meet  on  April 
27th,  1868,  as  a  body  corporate  and  elect  a  Board  of  Managers  and 
other  Officers. 

The  first  regular  meeting  under  the  Act  of  Incorporation  was  held 
in  the  City  Council  Chamber  on  Monday,  April  27th,  His  Worship 
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Mayor  Tobin  in  the  chair,  when   the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  as  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

Hon.  M.  B.  Almon,  J.  S.  McLean, 

Chief  Justice  Young,  M.  H.  Richey, 

Dr.  Avery.  Crarles  Murdoch, 

John  Tobin,  John  Duffus, 

His  Worship  Mayor  Tobin,  S.  A.  White, 

W.  C.  Silver,  W.  H.  Neal. 

The  City  of  Halifax  having  agreed  to  transfer  to  the  Corporation 
a  certain  portion  of  the  South  Common  containing  three  acres, 
known  as  Carey's  Lot,  and  an  arrangement  having  been  made  with 
Mr.  Carey,  the  lessee,  to  surrender  his  lease  for  the  sum  of  $500,  the 
proper  deeds  were  executed  and  recorded,  and  thus  the  Corporation 
became  possessed  of  the  property  on  which  the  buildings  now  stand. 

In  the  summer  of  1868  Mr.  H.  Peters  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  erecting  a  building,  the  plans  and  specifications  of  which  were 
prepared  by  Mr.  David  Stirling,  an  architect  of  Halifax.  The 
building  was  completed  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  at  a  cost  of 
$14,027.08. 

During  the  year  1870  the  outhouses  were  erected,  the  property 
fenced  in,  and  a  large  sum  of  money  expended  upon  the  improve- 
ment of  the  grounds. 

Including  the  grant  of  $2000  by  the  Provincial  Legislature  of 
Nova  Scotia  the  total  subscriptions  up  to  this  date  amounted  to 
$15,557.38. 

According  to  the  original  constitution  and  by-laws  any  original 
subscriber  to  the  fund  contributing  $1  per  annum  or  any  person 
contributing  $5  per  annum  towards  the  funds  became  a  member  of 
the  Corporation. 

By  the  Act  of  Incorporation  the  School  was  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  twelve  members,  who 
were  elected  annually  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation.  The 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  officials  of  the  School 
were  appointed  by  the  Board.  Some  modifications  of  the  constitu- 
tion have  taken  place,  which  will  be  referred  to  later  on ;  but  in  the 
main  the  government  of  the  institution  remains  as  it  was  originally 
constituted,  and  it  may  be  said  that  it  has  been  found  to  work 
satisfactorily  to  all  concerned,  and  in  our  judgment  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  education  of  the  blind. 

The  School  was  opened  with  four  pupils  on  the  first  of  August, 
1871,  since  which  time  the  number  has  slowly  but  steadily  increased. 
For  information  as  to  the  course  of  instruction,  the  appliances  that 
have  been  or  are  in  use,  and  the  general  results  of  the  training  of 
the  pupils,  we  refer  all  interested  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
herewith  subjoined. 
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In  1874  applications  were  received  and  accepted  for  the  admission 
of  pupils  from  the  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island,  and  the  Board  of  Mana^ifers  of  that  year  applied  to  the  Qov- 
ernments  of  these  Provinces  to  join  with  Nova  Scotia  in  helping  to 
maintain  the  Institution  by  annual  appropriations  towards  its  sup- 
port. The  Legislatures  of  the  two  Provinces  named  responded 
liberally  to  the  request  for  assistance,  and  thus  the  School  became 
Maritime  Provincial  in  the  extent  of  its  usefulness. 

In  1877  the  growth  of  the  School  demanded  an  increase  of  accom- 
modation, and  through  the  liberality  of  the  public  a  commodious 
building  was  erected.  This  building  contained  a  fine  gymnasium 
and  workshop,  both  of  which  have  been  in  constant  use  for  the  past 
fifteen  years. 

In  1881  the  main  building  of  the  School  was  greatly 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a  hot  water  heating  apparatus, 
which  was  put  in  at  a  cost  of  $2,400.  In  this  same  year  the 
Board  of  Managers  made  an  urgent  appeal  through  the  Super- 
intendent, Mr.  C.  F.  Fraser,  to  obtain  for  the  Blind  of  this 
Province  the  privileges  of  a  free  education.  For  several  years 
the  question  had  been  considered  by  the  Government  and  the 
Legislature,  but  no  definite  action  having  been  taken,  the  Board 
decided  to  obtain  an  expression  of  public  opinion,  and  accordingly 
public  meetings  were  organized  in  the  principal  towns,  cities  and 
villages  throughout  the  Province,  and  the  claims  of  those  deprived 
of  sight  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  education  were  fully  and  fairly 
expressed.  .  Strong  resolutions  favouring  the  movement  were  unani- 
mously and  encnusiastically  adopted,  and  the  Legislature  was 
petitioned  to  grant  to  the  Blind  of  the  Province  the  same  free 
educational  privileges  as  those  enjoyed  by  their  brothers  and  sisters 
with  sight 

In  the  year  1882  the  "  Act  in  relation  to  the  education  of  the 
Blind  "  was  adopted  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  by  which  this 
Institution  was  recognized  as  a  special  academy  for  those  deprived 
of  sight,  and  the  Provincial  Secretary,  as  representative  of  the 
Qovernment,  became,  ex  officio,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  full  text  of  this  Act,  with  its  amendments,  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report. 

In  1884  it  was  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  members  of  this  Cor- 
poration to  ask  the  Legislature  to  change  the  name  of  the  Institution 
to  one  more  in  keeping  with  its  educational  character,  and  in 
accordance  with  this  request  an  Act  was  passed  changing  the  name 
of  the  Institution  from  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind  to  the 
Halifax  School  for  the  Blind. 

In  1887  two  pupils  were  received  from  the  Province  of  Newfound- 
land, and  in  that  year  for  the  first  time  pupils  from  all  the  four 
Provinces,  namely.  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Eklward 
Island  and  Newfoundland,  were  in  attendance  at  the  School 
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In  1890  the  Act  of  Incorporation  was  amended,  by  which  the 
Board  of  Managers  was  given  power  to  extend  its  number  by  elect- 
ing as  an  ex  officio  member  the  Premier  or  first  Minister  of  any 
Province  contributing  towards  the  funds  of  the  School.  Under  this 
Act  the  Premiers  of  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
Newfoundland  became  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

In  this  year  the  increased  number  of  applications  for  the  admis- 
sion of  pupils  caused  the  Board  of  Managers  to  make  a  strong  effort 
to  secure  additional  accommodations,  which  resulted  in  the  erection 
of  a  fine  new  wing  to  the  main  building  at  a  cost  of  $15,954. 
The  Provincial  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  liberally  appro- 
priated $4,000  toward  paying  for  the  building,  and  this 
sum  being  supplemented  by  the  bequests  of  the  late  J. 
P.  Mott,  Esq.,  and  the  late  S.  A.  White,  Esq.,  and  being 
further  augmented  by  the  handsome  subscriptions  of  the  many 
friends  of  the  Blind  throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces,  the  Board 
of  Managers  was  gratified  to  find  that  but  a  small  balance  of  debt 
had  to  be  incurred,  which  has  since  gradually  been  reduced. 

The  plans  and  specifications  of  the  new  building  were  prepared 
by  Mr.  J.  C.  Dumaresq,  and  the  contract  was  taken  by  Mr.  S.  A. 
Marshall,  builder. 

The  wing  was  completed  and  occupied  in  May,  1891,  since  which 
time  the  school  has  steadily  increased  in  the  number  of  its  pupils, 
there  being  upon  the  register  at  this,  date  46  pupils. 

This  brief  record  of  twenty-one  years  of  progressive  work  cannot 
fail  to  be  interesting  to.  the  members  of  the  Corporation  and  to  the 
friends  of  the  Blind. 

The  two  characteristic  features  of  the  year  just  drawing  to  a  close, 
are,  so  far  as  this  School  is  concerned,  (1)  the  adoption  of  an  Act  by 
the  Provincial  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  making  the  education 
in  this  Institution  free  to  the  blind  of  that  Province ;  and  (2)  'the 
inauguration  of  a  systematic  plan,  whereby  the  names,  ages  and 
addresses  of  all  blind  children  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  can  be 
obtained.  This  information  is  to  be  secured  through  the  agency  of 
the  public  school  teachers.  Several  questions  have  been  added 
respecting  the  blind  and  the  deaf  to  those  answered  semi-annually 
by  the  2200  teachers  throughout  the  Province  of  N.  S.,and  through 
these  answers  we  hope  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of  many  blind 
children  who  might  otherwise  be  overlooked  and  allowed  to  grow  up 
in  darkness  and  ignorance.  The  current  revenue  of  the  School  is 
derived  from  three  sources,  as  follows  : — 

First. — A  per  capita  grant  of  $150  for  each  pupil  in  attendance. 
In  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  one  half  of  this  amount  is  paid 
by  the  government  of  the  Province  and  the  remaining  half  by  the 
municipality  in  which  the  pupil  has  a  legal  settlement.  In  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland  the  grants  are  paid  annually 
from  the  Provincial  Treasuries. 


SPECIAL  INSTITUTIONS.  139 


Second. — The  interest  upon  investments.—  The  invested  funds  of 
ihe  School  have  been  derived  from  the  bequests  of  benevoleot  and 
public-spirited  men  and  women,  and  as  the  Treasurer's  report  will 
Ihow,  the  interest  upon  these  funds  forms  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  School. 

Third. — Subscriptions  and  Donations. — The  subscriptions  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  donations  of  other  friends  and  organizations 
have  been  and  are  of  great  assistance  in  carrying  forward  the  work, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  these  contributions  the  pupils  would  have 
been  deprived  of  many  of  the  advantages  they  have  enjoyed. 

The  several  departments  of  the  School  are  in  thorough  working 
order.  The  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  their  duties  and  have 
zealously  worked  to  forward  the  interests  of  their  pupils. 

The  positions  of  Steward  and  Matron  of  the  School  are  occupied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R  T.  Blair,  who  have  for  the  past  seventeen  years 
done  their  best  for  the  comfort  of  the  pupils  and  for  the  economical 
management  of  the  domestic  department. 

The  Board  of  Managers  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
^$400,  kindly  bequeathed  to  the  School  by  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Kenny;  and  they  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an 
additional  amount  of  $11,876.66  as  one  of  the  residuair  legatees  of 
the  late  J.  P.  Mott,  Esq.,  of  Dartmouth.  These  funas  have  been 
invested  in  good  securities. 

During  the  year  two  tried  friends  of  the  School  have  resigned 
their  positions  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Ez-Qovernor  Richey  has  been  connected  with  the  School  from  its 
inception,  and  for  many  years  acted  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Managers. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Meynell  has  for  the  past  twelve  years  filled  the  respon- 
sible positions  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Treasurer 
of  the  School  ;  resigning  these  positions  on  account  of  his  leaviog 
the  Province  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  days  among  his  friends  in 
the  Motherland. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen  have  done  much  to  forward  the  interests 
of  the  Institution,  and  in  accepting  their  resignations,  the  Board  of 
Managers  desires  to  express  its  regret  that  circumstances  have 
necessitated  their  severing  their  connection  with  the  Board. 

In  each  and  every  recorded  step  in  advance  the  Managers  recog- 
nize the  able  and  devoted  hand  of  the  Superintendent,  C.  F.  Eraser, 
who  came  to  the  work  richly  endowed  with  combined  ability  and 
zeal,  eminently  fitting  him  for  the  varied  and  responsible  duties 
appertaining  to  his  office.     His  late  appointment  to  the  office  of 
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Secretary  opens  an  additional  field  of  usefulness,  which  his  untiring 
energy  will  certainly  turn  to  the  benefit  of  the  Institution.  The 
thanks  of  the  Board  of  Managers  are  hereby  tendered  to  Dra 
Lindsay,  Dodge,  Eirkpatrick,  and  Cogswell  for  their  kindly  atten- 
tion to  the  pupils.  To  H.  B.  Clarke,  Lessee  of  the  Academy  of 
Music,  and  to  the  Orpheus  club  for  tickets  to  entertainments.  To  a 
number  of  leading  lecturers  and  musicians  in  Halifax  for  lectures  and 
concerts  given  to  pupils  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  School ;  and  to 
the  railway,  steamship  and  coach  proprietors  for  privileges  granted 
to  our  pupils. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  C.  SILVER, 

President 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  School  for  the 
Blind : 

Gentlemen, — 

The  table  of  attendance  herewith  submitted  shows  that  54  blind 
persons  have  been  under  instruction  during  the  past  year,  37  of 
whom  were  males  and  17  females  ;  7  of  these  have  since  graduated 
or  left  the  School,  and  one  has  been  removed  by  death,  making  the 
total  attendance  on  Dec.  1st,  1892,  46;  of  whom  22  are  from  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  17  from  New  Brunswick,  1  from  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  6  from  Newfoundland. 

Table  of  Atiendance. 

Boys.     Girls.     Adults.     Total. 

Registered  Dec.  Ist,  1891 28  11  0  39 

Entered  during  the  year 7  6  2  15 

Graduated  or  remained  at  home 5  2  0  7 

Died  during  the  year 0  1  0  1 

Registered  December  1st,  1892 30  14  2  46 

Literary  Department. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  faithfully  carried  forward 
by  the  teaching  staff. 

The  pupils  have  been  industrious  and  the  results  have  been 
satisfactory. 

Uwing  to  ill  health  Miss  J.  K  Q.  Roberts  resigned  her  position  as 
a  teacher  in  March  last,  and  the  School  was,  in  consequence,  de- 
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prived  of  the  services  of  a  talented  teacher,  and  the  pupils  of  a  kind 
and  sympathetic  friend.  The  position  vacated  by  Miss  Roberts  has 
since  been  occupied  by  Miiis  Kate  Sutcliffe,  of  Halifax,  who  has 
thrown  into  her  work  a  large  measure  of  earnestness  and  enthusiasm, 
and  whose  qualifications  eminently  fit  her  to  achieve  success  in  this 
special  department  of  education.  Mr.  E.  P.  Fletcher  and  Miss  C 
Bowman,  the  other  members  of  the  literary  staff,  have  been  con- 
scientious and  painstaking  in  their  work,  and  with  Miss  Sutcliffe 
they  have  won  the  esteem  of  the  pupils,  and  well  deserve  the  confi- 
dence placed  in  them. 

In  the  education  and  training  of  the  blind  great  advances  have 
been  made  during  the  century,  but  still  more  remains  to  be  accom- 
plished. Many  of  those  engaged  in  this  work  have  been,  and  still 
are  imbued  with  the  idea  that  the  methods  of  instructing  the  blind 
should  follow  closely  upon  those  employed  in  teaching  children  with 
sight.  This  idea  led  Haiiy,  the  French  apostle  of  the  blind,  into  ^ 
many  errors,  which  have  been  perpetuated  by  the  instructors  of  the  ^ 
blind  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  indeed  so  deeply  rooted  is  this 
prejudice  in  favor  of  making  the  methods  employed  in  the  education 
of  the  blind  conform  to  the  standards  of  those  with  sight,  that  scarce 
an  advance  has  been  made  or  an  improvement  generally  adopted 
without  having  been  met  with  strong  opposition.  In  the  public 
school  the  eye  is  the  main  avenue  through  which  knowledge  is 
gained,  while  in  schools  for  the  blind  the  sense  of  touch  is  one  of  the 
principal  mediums  for  obtaining  information.  These  senses  of  sight 
and  touch  are  as  distinctive  as  taste  and  smell,  and  hence  those  in- 
structors of  the  blind  who  have  adhered  to  the  seeing  standards, 
have  blocked  the  wheels  of  progress  and  have  hindered  rather  than 
advanced  this  special  educational  work. 

It  has  been  our  endeavor  to  keep  this  School  in  the  front  rank  of 
similar  institutions,  and  that  we  have  succeeded  in  doing  this,  is  a 
fact  that  can  readily  be  verified.  The  appliances  used  in  the  School 
have  been  selected  with  great  care.  Experience  has  taught  us  that 
merit  alone  is  the  true  test  of  superiority,  and  our  choice  of  appara- 
tus has  been  made  with  the  sole  motive  of  securing  for  our  pupils 
the  most  practical  and  the  very  best  results.  It  was  this  motive 
which  led  us  to  abandon  books  embossed  in  the  line  letter,  and  to 
substitute  for  them  books  printed  in  Braille  point  characters.  The 
line  letter  is  well  adapted  to  the  eye,  but  it  is  too  intricate  for  the 
sense  of  touch,  while  the  Braille  point  letter  offers  many  advantages 
beside  that  of  increased  tangibility. 

For  the  past  fifteen  years  the  Braille  system  has  been  exclusively 
taught  in  this  School,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  it  was  only  during 
the  present  year  that  the  American  conference  of  instructors  of  the 
Blind  declared  in  favor  of  the  point  system  as  opposed  to  the  line 
system.  We  have  now  in  our  circulating  library  170  volumes  printed 
or  written  in  Braille  characters,  and  the  eagerness  with  which  these 
books  are  read  proves  that  the  point  print  is  more  generally  popular 
tiian  experience  has  shown  any  print  to  have  been  in  the  past. 
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In  the  study  of  Arithmetic,  especially  with  beginners,  calculating 
boards- are  of  great  use.  We  have  used  side  by  side  the  Philadelphia, 
Boston  and  Taylor  ciphering  boards,  and  in  our  experience  the 
superiority  of  the  latter  is  beyond  question.  Aside  from  its  cheap- 
ness and  simplicity  it  has  the  advantage  of  economizing  the  time  of 
the  pupil,  which  is  well  worthy  of  consideration.  In  the  Philadel- 
phia board  the  ten  Arabic  signs  are  embossed  upon  ten  sets  of  type, 
and  much  time  is  lost  by  the  pupil  in  the  selection  and  distribution 
of  these.  The  same  objection  in  a  lesser  degree  applies  to  the  Boston 
board,  in  which  there  are  two  distinct  classes  of  type.  The  type  in 
the  Taylor  board  are  square  on  one  end,  one  of  the  edges  is  raised 
into  a  prominent  ridge ;  on  the  other  end  there  is  a  similar  ridge 
divided  in  the  middle  by  a  deep  notch.  The  holes  in  the  board  are 
star-shaped  with  eight  angles^  In  these  the  type  can  be  placed  in 
eight  different  positions,  and  by  reversing  the  type  in  eight  more ; 
this  gives  ten  signs  for  the  Arabic  numerals  and  six  for  the  ordinary 
Algebraic  signs. 

In  the  teaching  of  geography  raised  wall  maps  have  been  very 
generally  used  in  the  School,  but  here  again  experience  has  shown 
us  that  much  better  and  more  effective  work  can  be  accomplished 
by  the  use  of  individual  class  maps.  Many  of  these  have  been  in 
the  Institution,  but  as  they  are  now  manufactured  at  a  compara- 
tively cheap  rate  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  our 
supply  of  class  maps  is  principally  drawn  from  that  source. 

The  appliances  used  in  point  and  pencil  writing,  in  the  study  of 
geometry  and  in  the  kindergarten  department  are  in  our  estimation 
the  best  that  have  yet  been  provided ;  and  in  the  foregoing  the  School 
is  kept  well  abreast  of  the  times,  and  the  educational  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  pupils  are  probably  greater  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
penditure than  those  of  any  similar  Institution  in  America. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  classes  now  under  instruction  : — 

Geography,  I.  II.  and  III.  Division. 
Physical  Geography,  II. 
Beading,  11.  and  III. 
Spelling,  II.  and  III. 
Braille  Writing,  II.  and  III.       " 
Pencil  W*riting,  I,  and  II. 
Grammar,  I.  and  II. 
Composition,  I.  and  II. 
Literature,  I.  and  IL 
British  History,  IL  and  III.    " 
Natural  Historv,  I.  " 

Arithmetic,  I.,  II.  and  III.        *' 
Geometry,  I.  and  II.  " 

Theory  of  Music,  I.  and  II.      '' 
Kindergarten.  Ill, 


« 
« 


« 

<c 
(I 


« 


SPECIAL  INSTITUTIONS  143 


Musical  Depabement. 

The  aim  in  this  department  is  to  qualify  the  pupils  to  become 
teachers  of  music  and  pianoforte  tuners. 

During  the  past  year  Stephen  Harivel  of  Stellarton,  N.  S.,  and 
John  A.  Dnnn  of  Advocate  Harbor,  N.  S.,  have  received  their  gradu- 
ating diplomas,  and  gone  forth  from  the  School  prepared  to  maintain 
themselves.  The  former  was  awarded  a  first-class  certificate  as  a 
teacher  of  music,  and  the  latter  a  first -class  certificate  as  a  piano- 
forte tuner.  Both  of  these  young  men  have  been  carefully  and 
thoroughly  taught,  both  of  them  have  gone  energetically  to  work,, 
and  they  both  feel  confident  that  with  industry  success  is  assured. 

The  thorough  work  being  done  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Chisholm,  our  teacher 
of  music,  is  evidenced  throughout  the  musical  department,  as  well 
in  the  pianoforte  work  of  the  pupils  as  in  the  School  band  and  choir. 
Mr.  D.  M.  Reid,  instructor  of  pianoforte  tuning,  has  likewise  done 
good  work  in  his  own  department. 

In  the  study  of  music,  the  Braille  musical  notation  is  found  of 
great  advantage  In  addition  to  the  use  of  our  library  of  Braille 
point  music,  the  pupils  are  able  to  write  out  from  dictation  and  to 
afterwards  memorize  any  piece  of  vocal  or  instrumental  music  they 
may  be  learning;  and  this  enables  them  to  at  any  time  refresh  their 
memories  by  a  reference  to  .the  tangible  copy,  the  great  advantage 
of  such  a  system  of  notation  is  at  once  apparent. 

A  knowledge  of  how  music  is  written  for  persons  with  sight  is 
acquired  by  careful  instruction  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  by 
the  study  of  the  work  containing  the  characterters  used  by  the 
seeing,  embossed  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  readily  be  distinguished 
by  the  touch. 

In  pianoforte  tuning  the  pupils  are  taught  to  examine,  adjust, 
take  to  pieces  and  put  together  the  models  of  differents  actions,  and 
in  this  way  they  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  difierences  in  construction 
of  pianos  of  many  different  makers. 

Work  Department. 

Many  trades  have  been  tried  in  this  School  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining which  gave  to  the  blind  workman  the  best  results. 

Brush,  corn  broom  and  mat  making  as  occupations  for  the  Blind, 
at  least  in  this  country,  having  been  "  tried  and  found  wanting  " ; 
the  chief  reasons  being  that  the  Blind  cannot  work  to  advantage 
with  second-class  material,  that  the  material  used  had  to  be  import- 
ed in  comparatively  small  quantities,  and  that  the  margin  between 
the  cost  oi  material  and  the  selling  price  of  the  finished  product  did 
not  leave  a  living  profit.  In  our  experience  willow  basket  making 
and  the  cane  seating  of  chairs  are  the  trades  best  adapted  to  the 
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Blind  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Canada,  as  they  afford  a  fair  liveli- 
hood to  any  industrious  workman.  As  a  preparation  for  the 
learning  of  these  trades  and  for  instruction  in  the  tuning  depart- 
ment, our  youngest  boys  are  trained  according  to  the  Sloyd  system 
to  use  all  kinds  of  carpenter's  tools ;  and  the  results  proved  the 
advantages  of  technical  training  for  the  young. 

Our  workshops  are  in  charge  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Baird,  who  makes 
every  effort  to  advance  his  pupils. 

Our  girls'  work  department  js  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
under  the  careful  instruction  of  Miss  Bella  Bowman  it  has  shown 
steady  improvement.  Many  of  our  girls  and  some  of  our  graduates 
have  found  remunerative  employment  in  the  making  of  various 
kinds  of  useful  and  fancy  articles,  and  as  the  orders  are  continually 
increasing  we  hope  to  give  employment  to  many  more  of  our  deserv- 
ing graduates  and  thus  to  materially  assist  them  in  providing  for 
themselves. 

Our  Graduates. 

Thus  far  our  report  has  dealt  with  the  every-day  work  of  the 
School,  but  in  order  to  appreciate  the  results  we  must  look  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  Institution  and  see  what  the  graduates  of  the  School 
are  doing. 

A  careful  record  of  the  pupils  and  graduates  has  been  kept,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  graduates  now 
living : — 

28  per  cent,  are  engaged  in  teaching'music 

12  *'  in  conducting  or  taking  part  in  concert  companies. 

S  "  in  piano  forte  tuning. 

8  "  in  business. 

4  "  in  manufacturing. 

12  "  gi^ii^g  instruction  in  or  working  at  trades. 

2  "  as  agents. 

2  "  in  farm  work. 

2  "  in  literary  callings. 

22  *'  residing  at  home. 

Of  these  latter  a  large  proportion  help  in  the  household  and  par- 
tially maintain  themselves  b}^  the  work  of  their  hands. 

25  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  are  married  and  residing  in  comfor- 
able  homes. 

Home  Teaching. 

There  are  two  classes  of  blind  persons  to  whom  we  desire  to  lend 
a  helping  hand,  and  for  whom  much  can  be  done. 

First — There  are  those  who  are  too  young  to  enter  the  School ; 
and  Second — those  who  lose  their  sight  when  they  are  too  old  to 
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take  advantage  of  regular  School  training.  The  first  of  these  we 
endeavor  to  reach  by  correspondence  with  the  parents  or  guardians, 
by  supplying  them  with  copies  of  the  **  Mentor  "  and  other  publi- 
cations dealing  with  the  education  of  the  Blind,  by  furnishing  them 
with  books  printed  in  raised  letters  and  helpful  appliances,  and  by 
advising  them  as  to  the  best  manner  of  training  little  boys  and  girls 
who  are  without  sight  For  the  adult  Blind  who  are  not  graduates 
of  the  school,  we  desire  to  do  much  more  in  future  than  as  yet  we 
have  been  able  to  accomplish.  There  are  many  hundreds  of  middle 
aged  and  elderly  blind  persons  living  throughout  the  four  Provinces 
who  require  assistance.  Many  of  these  persons  are  overwhelmed 
by  the  loss  of  sight,  and.  the  results  of  the  weary  monotony  of  their 
idle  lives  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  To  such,  this  Institution  should 
be  a  beacon  light  of  hope,  and  thank  Qod  it  has  been  a  direct  bless- 
ing to  many  such.  Many  of  those  who  lose  their  sight  after  they 
reach  manhood  or  womanhood  can  with  very  little  help  be  taught 
to  read  raised  print,  and  be  encouraged  to  resume  the  active  duties 
of  life.  There- are  very  few  callings  or  occupations  which  a  m^n  or 
a  woman  with  sight  has  followed  successfully  which  the  same  man 
or  woman  without  sight  could  not  follow  with  equal  success. 

Yidal,  the  French  sculptor,  who  died  in  Paris  last  summer,  lost  his 
sight  shortly  after  he  had  completed  the  study  of  his  art.  and  yet  he 
continued  to  follow  his  profession  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In- 
stances are  on  record  of  professional  and  business  men,  farmers  and 
mechanics,  housekeepers  and  salesmen  and  women  having  continued 
to  follow  their  customary  pursuits  in  life  after  they  have  been  de- 
prived of  sight. 

For  this  class  of  our  blind  we  are  doing  all  that  lies  in  our  power, 
but  we  fee!  that  this  particular  branch  of  our  work  should  be  taken 
up  and  carried  forward  by  a  home  teaching  association  ;  that  an 
experienced  agent  and  teacher  should  be  employed,  and  that  a  syste- 
matic effort  should  be  made  to  brighten  the  lives  and  lighten  the 
burdens  of  those  who,  being  overwhelmed  by  the  loss  of  sight,  are 
powerless  to  help  themselves. 

Free  Education. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  I  took  a 
representative  party  of  the  School  to  Fredericton,  and  afterward 
visited  St.  John,  Moncton  and  Sackville.  Enthusiastic'  and  largely 
attended  meetings  were  held,  and  resolutions  endorsing  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  making  education  free  to  the  Blind  of  New 
Brunswick  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  New  Brunswick  Act  respecting  the  education  of  the  Blind 
was  favorably  received  by  the  supporters  of  the  Government  as  well 
as  by  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  and  the  unanimity  with  which 
it  passed  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  liberality,  intelligence,  and 
broad  sense  of  justice  of  the  gentlemen  who  in  their  representative 


146  SPECIAL  INSTITXJnONS. 


capacity  form  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick.  The  youthful 
Blind  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  now  receive  education  in 
this  School  >ks  a  right ;  and  ere  long  these  privileges,  which  the  Blind 
youth  of  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland  enjoy,  but  for 
which  they  are  dependent  upon  annual  appropriations,  should  be 
confirmed  to  them  by  the  Acts  of  their  respective  Legislatures. 
When  this  is  accomplished  and  education  is  free  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  every  Blind  child  of  the  four  Maritime  Provinces,  the 
friends  of  the  Blind  will  have  reason  to  feel  thankful,  the  status  of 
the  Blind  will  be  improved,  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  work 
will  be  able  to  devote  their  energies  to  other  departments,  one  of 
which,  respecting  the  adult  Blind,  has  been  referred  to  in  this  report. 

Among  the  acknowledgments  of  contributions  towards  our  build- 
ing fund  will  be  found  the  names  of  many  gentlemen  well  known  in 
New  Brunswick,  somecf  whom  have  subscribed  $25.00  and  upwards 
and  these  have  become  life  members  of  the  Corporation.  It  is  earn- 
estly to  be  hoped  that  leading  gentlemen  in  all  sections  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  and  Newfoundland  will  show  their  living  interest  in 
the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  by  becoming  members  or  life 
members  of  the  Corporation,  by  employing  and  encouraging  our 
graduates,  and  by  doing  what  lies  in  their  power  to  help  forward  as 
opportunity  offers  an  educational  and  benevolent  work ;  the  success 
of  which  must  always  depend  largely  upon  the  number  and  earnest- 
ness of  its  friends. 

In  closing  this  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the 
cordial  co-operation  and  support  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to 
express  my  hope  that  the  same  mutually  friendly  relations  may  long 
continue  to  exist 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  F.  ERASER, 

Superintendent 
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School  for  the  Bund  in  Account  with  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Treasuber. 


CURRENT  account. 

1891.  Cr. 

Dec    1.    By  Balance 66  58 

1892. 

Dec     1.      "  Interest  and  Dividends 2294  02 

"  Donation  and   Thanksgiving  Con- 
tributions         89  20 

*'  Grant  N.  S.  Gov.  and  Municipalities  3109  25 
"  Grant  N.  B.  Gov.  and  Municipalities    975  00 

"  Grant  P.  E.  I.  Govt 150  00 

••      «      Nfld.        "    900  00 

"  Rebates,  etc 10  73 

7528  20 

"  Transfer  from  Investment  Ac 2299  67 

S9894  39 

1892.  Dr. 

Dec.     1.     To  House  Expenses,  including  Salaries 

to  Steward,  Matron  and  servants..  5378  79 

"   Salaries  to  Supt.  and  Teachers 2106  00 

"   Repairs  to  Buildings 401  84 

"   Grounds Ill  09 

"   Printing,  Paper  and  Stationery. ...  99  55 

"   Musical  Instruments 185  80 

"  Prizes 18  00 

"   Board  of  Adult  Pupils 100  00 

"   School  Supplies 91  45 

"  Discounts,  etc 7  35 

8499  87 

"   Extraordinary  Repairs 1040  53 

"   Balance  carried  forward 353  99 

9894  39 

By  Balance  brought  down $353  99 

R  &  0.  E.  * 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Dec  8th.  '92. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 


W.  H.  NEAL.  )  Auditors 

GEO.  MITCHELL  J  auditors. 
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School  for  thi  Bund  in  Account  with  J.  0.  Mackintosh, 

Tbeasuber. 

investment  account,  1892. 

1892.  Cr. 

Dec     1.     By  Legacy  J.  P.  Mott  Estate 11876  66 

"   Deposit  Notes  Cashed .........     4649  34 

"  Loan  Repaid 200  00 

"   Legacy  J.  Naylor  Estate 26  76 

$16752  75 

To  Invested  in  City  Debentures: . .    14453  08 
"  Transferred  to  Current  Ac. .... .     2299  67 

-$16752  75 

BECAPITULATION. 

189L  Cr. 

Dec.  1.  By  Balance 66  52 

1892. 

Dec.  1.   "  Revenue 7528  20 

"  Investments  realized 16752  75 


$24347  47 

1892.  Dr.  ^""~"^ 

Dec.     1.    To  Current  Expenses 8499  87 

"   Extraordinary  Repairs 1040  53 

"  Investments 14458  08 

"   Balance  Cash 353  99 

-$24347_47 

E.  &  0.  E. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Dec.  8th,  1892. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 


GEO.  MITCHELL.  |  ^u^^obs. 


Annual  Report  has  48  pages. 
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APPENDIX  E 


-  MISCELUNEOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 


(1) 

The  Provineial  School  of  Agpieultape, 

.     TRURO,  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


Db.  MacEat, 

SuperirUendeTtt  of  Education. 

Dear  Snt : — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report,  contain- 
ing a  Short  History  of  the  School,  Course  of  Instruction,  and  an 
account  of  some  of  the  equipments  of  the  School. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SMITH. 


THE  PROVINCIAL  SCHOOL  OF  AGRICULTURE, 

TRURO,  N.  S. 

March,  1,  1893. 
History  of  the  School. 

The  School  of  Agriculture  was  established  in  1885.  Its  object 
was  threefold.  First,  to  give  further  instruction  to  the  Normal  School 
students  in  the  Natural  Sciences ;  second,  to  provide  a  course  in 
Agriculture  and  Agricultural  Chemistry  for  teachers;  third,  to 
provide  a  coarse  in  Agriculture  for  farmers  and  farmers'  sons.  This 
instruction  was  given  in  a  room  in  the  basement  of  the  Normal 
School  building,  which  had  been  equipped  for  this  purpose.  In  the 
fan  of  1888,  a  farm  was  purchased.  This  farm  contains  104  acres, 
of  which  60  acres  are  cleared  upland,  30  intervale  for  pasture ;  and 
84  acres  wood  and  brush.  It  is  furnished  with  all  the  necessary 
farm  implements,  live  stock,  splendid  Dairy  House  and  a  fine 
Piggery. 

Puring  the  past  season,  the  Government  has  built  a  building  un 
the  farm  for  the  use  of  the  School  of  Agriculture.  The  attendance, 
Ifbieh  numbered  seven  for  the  first  year  of  the  school,  has  steadily 
-^pd  gradually  increased,  numbering  twenty-five,  (25)  the  past  year. 


Teachers. 

As  Farmers. 

2 

0 
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1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

0 

4 

ISO  MISGETJLANEOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 


Students  and  graduates  of  this  school  are  now  located  all  over  this 
province,  from  Cape  Breton  and  Inverness  at  the  east  to  Yarmouth 
county  on  the  west.  These  students  and  graduates  are  farmers,  and 
following  farm-mg,  with  but  few  exceptions.  There  are  some  who 
having  completed  their  course  here,  are  now  attending  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning,  as  McOill  and  Cornell  Universities.  The  number 
of  graduates  of  the  school  is  no  criterion  of  the  attendance,  since 
there  is  no  inducement  for  a  farmer  to  graduate,  further  thaiL  the 
honor  of  having  done  so.  As  a  result,  we  have  a  number  of  young 
men  who  have  completed  their  course,  except  writing  their  thesis 
and  graduatii^g.     The  number  of  graduates,  however,  is  as  follows : 

Years.       Total. 

1886  2 

1887  3 

1888  1 

1889  3 

1890  5 

1891  5 

1892  4 

Five  of  the  above  teachers  own  farms  in  the  Province. 

Course  of  Instruction. 

This  comprises  a  course  of  lectures  on  Agriculture,  and  practical 
farm  work,  and  includes  the  following  subjects :  Soils,  Plants, 
Animals,  Atmosphere  and  Water,  Manure,  Buildings,  Implements, 
Horticulture,  Small  and  Large  Fruite,  Dairy  and  Apiary.  Besides 
the  Agriculture  proper,  the  following  major  and  minor  sciences  : 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Veterinary  Science  for  major  sciences  :  Ento- 
mology, Oeology  and  Zoology  for  minor  sciences. 

The  Chemistry  includes  Introductory,  Oeneral  and  Organic 
Chemistry,  Qualitative  Analysis  and  Quantitative  Analysis  of  Agri- 
cultural products.  The  Botany  includes  Structural  Botany,  Anato- 
my and  Physiology  of  Plants,  AlgsB  and  Fungi,  Agricultural  anJ 
Systematic  Botany,  Oramineae  and  Compositse.  The  Veterinary 
Science  includes  Hygiene,  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the 
Domestic  Animals,  Histology,  Materia  Medica  and  Pathology. 

It  is  the  design  by  this  course  of  study  to  give  the  student  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  those  sciences  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
modern  agriculture,  and  thus  enable  him  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  reasons  for  the  various  operations  he  performs  on  the  farm.  In 
order,  however,  to  teach  any  science  or  agriculture,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  student  learn  to  do  by  doing.  That  is,  if  he  wishes  ta 
learn  to  plow  he  must  actually  perform  that  operation  himself  ;  he 
cannot  learn  it  by  reading  about  it.  In  the  same  way,  in  learning  a 
science,  he  must  learn  the  substance,  plant  or  animal  as  the  case  may 
be  by  handling  it,  examining  it,  and  experimenting  with  it.  He 
cannot  do  it  by  the  mere  perusal  of  a  printed  page.    In  order,  how-' 
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«ver,  for  him  to  make  this  examination,  and  handling  and  experi- 
mentiDg,  of  the  greatest  profit  to  himself,  it  is  not  only  essential 
that  he  have  a  teacher  to  direct  him,  but  that  he  also  have  proper 
appliances  with  which  to  pursue  hb  studies.  With  this  view,  the 
Oovemment  has  so  well  equipped  the  New  School  Building,  that  it 
famishes  the  very  best  facilities  for  these  sciences. 

The  Equiphents  of  the  School. 

For  a  general  description  of  the  building,  see  my  report  to  the 
Secretary  for  Agriculture. 

There  are  two  chemical  laboratories,  the  first  one,  a  room  20  x  40 
feet,  which  is  for  Introductory  Chemistry  and  Qualitative  Analysis. 
There  are  twenty-two  individual  desks,  fitted  with  drawers  and 
cupboards,  water  supply  and  gasoline  burner.  There  are  also  four 
hoods  in  this  room,  two  near  each  end,  one  of  each  fitted  with  steam 
cups  for  boiling  and  evaporating  solutions,  and  the  other  for  working 
with  dangerous  and  noxious  gases.  The  other  laboratory  is  for 
Quantitative  Analysis.  This  room  has  attached  to  it  a  small  room 
containing  the  balances  and  other  delicate  apparatus.  In  other  re- 
spects it  is  fitted  like  the  Introductory  room,  except  that  the  desks 
are  larger,  being  two  by  four  (2  x  4)  feet. 

The  Anatomical  laboratory  is  fitted  with  a  large  table  for  dissec- 
tion, as  well  as  individual  tables  for  the  use  of  the  students.  In 
this  room  there  is  a  steam  boiler  for  boiling  and  preparing  specimens. 

The  Biological  and  Botanical  laboratory  is  a  room  25  x  30  feet.  It 
is  provided  with  individual  tables  and  chairs,  also  microscopes 
{Simple  and  compound),  proper  staining  fluids  and  all  necessary 
equipments  for  the  study  of  Histology,  Biology  and  Botany. 

The  Entomological  laboratory  is  a  room  of  the  same  size  and 
similarly  equipped  as  the  Biological  laboratory. 

As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  in  order  to  study  the  natural 
sciences  effectively,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  well  equipped  laboratory. 

In  the  same  way  in  order  to  study  agriculture,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  well  equipped  farm,  as  the  farm  should  sustain  the  same  re- 
lation to  the  study  of  agriculture,  as  the  laboratory  does  to  the  study 
of  a  natural  science.  And  as  one  cannot  become  a  chemist  without 
working  in  the  IalK)ratory,  neither  can  he  become  a  farmer  without 
working  on, the  farm.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the  mere 
working  in  a  chemical  laboratory  does  not  make  a  chemist.  The 
work  needs  to  be  supervised  and  intelligently  directed  and  this  is 
equally  true  in  regard  to  the  farm. 

The  &rm  for  the  school  is  well  equipped  with  all  appliances  re- 
quisite for  teaching  farming,  It  has  a  splendid  collection  of  farm 
implements,  costing  nearly  $1500,  all  necessary  dairy  appliances  and 
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live  stock.  In  regard  to  the  last,  it  has  seemed  to  roe  better  to  use 
the  name  kind  of  stock  as  the  farmers  possess,  than  to  purchase  ex- 
pensive and  high  bred  stock,  as  our  aim  should  be  to  teach  the 
farmer  first  how  to  care  for  and  improve  what  he  has.  He  will 
then  not  be  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  any  improvement  in  the 
different  breeds.  I  would  like  to  impress  the  fact,  that  in  this 
institution  the  farm  is  a  part  of  the  school,  and  is  conducted  strictly 
for  the  benefit  and  instruction  of  the  students.  Besides  this,  of 
course  we  try  to  make  it  as  beneficial,  in  the  way  of  experiments,  to 
the  general  farmer,  as  possible. 

With  the3e  equipments,  the  school  affords  the  very  best  facilities 
for  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences  in  relation  to  agriculture. 

Local  Agricultural  Schools. 

There  are  five  local  agricultural  schools  now  in  operation  in  tho 
Province.  Two  in  Cape  Breton,  one  in  Antigonish,  one  in  Pictou,. 
and  one  in  Annapolis  county.  These  schools  are  doing  very  good 
work,  but  as  I  have  pointed  out  before,  they  labor  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  not  being  permanent 

I  have  also  instructed  the  classes  in  the  Normal  School,  in  Chem- 
istry, Botany  and  Physiology. 

H.  W.  SMITH. 
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(2) 

HALIFAX  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


THE  CORPORATION. 

Alex.  P.  Reid,  M.  D.,  H.  McD.  Henry,  Ll.  B., 

Edward  Farbell,  M.  D.,  D.  A  Campbell,  M.  D., 

John  F.  Black,  M.  D.,  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  M.  D., 

John  Somebs,  M.  D.,  Arthur  Morrow,  M.  B., 

George  L  Sinclair,  M.  D.,  M.  A.  Curry,  M.  D. 

President: — Dr.  Alex.  P.  Reid. 
Registrar: — Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTER 
Dr.  Somers,  Dr.  Lindsay,  Dr.  Morrow. 


TRUSTEES. 

Hon.  Dr.  Parker,        Prof.  J.  G.  MacGregor, 

H.  H.  Fuller,  Esq. 


THE    FACULTY. 

Alex.  P.  Reid,  M.  D.  C.  M.  McGill ;  L.  R  C.  S.  Edin. :  L.  C.  P.  &  S. 
Can. ;  Emeritus  Professor  of  Medicine  and  Professor  of 
Medical  Jurisprvdence  and  Hygiene. 

WiL  B.  Slayter,  M.  D.,  Chic. ;  M.  R.  C.  S.  Eng. ;  L.  R.  C.  P.  Lon.  ; 

F.  O.  S.  Dub. ;  Emeritus  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology. 

« 

Edward  Fabbell,  M.  D.,  Coll.  Phs.  and  Surg.,  N.  Y. ;  Professor  of 

Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

John  Somebs,  M.  D.,  Bell.  Hosp.  Med.  Coll.,  N.  Y.;  Professor  of 
Medieine. 


k  '^ 
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John  F.  Black,  M.  D.,  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg.,  N.  Y. ;  Professor  oj 
Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

<3eorge  L.  Sinclair,  M.  D..  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg.,  N.  Y.,  M.  D., 
Univ.  Hal.,  Supt  N.  S.  Hospital  for  Insane  ;  Professor  of  Ner- 
vous and  Mental  Diseases. 

Donald  A.  Campbell,  M.  D..  C.  M.,  Dal. ;  Professor  of  Medicine, 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  Dal. ;  M.  B.  C.  M.,  Edin. ;  Professor 
of  Anatomy. 

Abthub  Morrow,  M.  B.,  C.  M.,  Edin. ;  Professor*  of  Physiology. 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  M.  D.  C.  M.,  Hal.  Med.  Coll.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica. 

M.  A.  CuBRT,  M.  D.,  Univ.  N.  Y. ;  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Gynecology. 

Stephen  Dodqe,  M.  D.,  Coll.  Phys.  and  Surg.,  N.  Y. ;  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology  and  Otology. 

Murdoch  Chisholm,  M.  D.  C.  M.,  McGill ;  L.  R  C.  P.  Lond. ;  Pro- 
fessor of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics. 

Norman  F.  Cunningham,  M.  D.,  Bell  Hosp.  Med.  Coll.  ;  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Surgery. 

William  Tobin,  F.  R.  C.  S.  Ire. ;  Professor  of  Laryngology  and 
Mhinology, 

Dr.  Geo.  L.  Sinclair,  Dean  of  Faculty. 
Dr.  a.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  Secretary. 


LECTURERS.  ETC. 

<3.  Carleton  Jones,  M.  D.  C.  M.,  Hal.  Med.  Col. ;  M.  R.  C.  S.,  Eng. ; 
Demonstrator  of  Analomy  and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Children. 

George  M.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Bell  Hosp.  Med.  Coll. :    Demonstrator 
of  Histology. 

W.  D.  Finn,  M.  D.,  Coll  Phys.  and  Surg.  N.  Y. ;  Demonstrator^  of 
Pathology. 

F.  U.  Anderson,  L.  R.  C.  S.  and  L.  R  C.  P.  Ed. ;  M.  R  C.  S.  Eng. ; 
Assista/nt  Demonstralor  of  Antomy, 

C  E.  Puttner,  Ph.  M.,  Instructor  in  Dispensing. 
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W.  A.  p.  Tkrnan,  L.  R.  C.  p.  and  L.  R.  C.  S.,  Ed. ;  L.  F.  P.  Qlas. ; 
Claas  iTistructor  Clinical  Surgery. 

W.  H.  Hattie,  M.  D.  C.  M.  McUill ;  Lecturer  on  Bacteriology. 

Wallace  McDonald,  B.  A.,  Lecturer  Medical  Juriaprudence. 

A.  L  Mader,  M.  D.  C.  M.  McOill;  Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 

EXTRA  MVRAL  LECTURER. 

<}eobge  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  etc.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany  at 
Dalhousie  College, 


Q.  P.  Skelly,  Janitor. 

The  College  building  erected  for  the  special  purpose  of  medical 
teaching,  is  in  every  way  fined  for  the  object  in  view.  It  is  situa- 
ted in  an  open,  airy  locality,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Victoria 
Oeneral  Hospital  and  the  New  City  Alms  House.  The  lecture 
rooms,  dissecting  room,  etc.,  are  well  lighted,  warmed  and  ventilated, 
and  are  fitted  with  appliances  for  imparting  knowledge  in  the 
different  subjects  of  medical  education. 

Certificates  of  attendance  on  the  various  courses  of  lectures  are 
accepted  as  qualifying  candidates  for  examination  before  the  licens- 
ing bodies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Medical  Schools 
aud  Universities  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Druggists'  Assistants  and  Pharmacy  students  generally,  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  the  College  has  revived  the  curriculum 
formerly  established  in  Pharmacy,  and  by  co-operation  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  all  endeavours  will  be  made  to  provide  a 
course  thoroughly  satisfactory  in  this  department. 

Faculty  of  Phabmacy. 

It  having  been  decided  to  re-organize  the  curriculum  in  Pharmacy, 
arrangments  have  been  made  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Nova 
Scotia  Pharmaceutical  Association  by  which  in  addition  to  the 
lectures  and  instruction  in  Chemistry,  Practical  Chemistry  and  Botany 
given  as  before  in  connection  with  the  Medical  Faculty,  special 
courses  of  lectures  and  instruction  will  be  given  in  Pharmacy  by  Mr. 
Avery  F.  Buckley,  L.  Ph.,  Materia  Medica  by  Dr.  Campbell,  and 
Microscopy  by  Dr.  Lindsay. 

Hospitals,  Etc. 

Medical  students  are  admitted  to  the  Victoria  General  Hospital, 
the  Lying-in  and  Hospital  Wards  of  the  city  Alms  House,  and  to 
the  Halifax  Visiting  Dispensary,  on  complying  with  the  regulations 
of  these  institutions. 
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The  Hospital  has  lately  been  very  much  enlarged  and  improved, 
and  now  affords  an  extended  field  to  students  for  the  observation 
and  study  of  all  acute  and  serious  forms  of  disease. 

In  the  City  Alms  House,  a  large  new  building  accommodating 
about  400  inmates,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  Hospital  and 
College,  will  be  found  the  more  chronic  and  incurable  forms  of 
disease.  In  the  Lying-in  Wards  students  will  also  be  afforded  every 
facility  for  acquiring  experience  in  practical  obstetrics. 

The  Visiting  Dispensary  is  open  daily,  and  is  largely  attended  by 
the  same  class  of  patients  as  ordinarily  present  themselves  in  the 
outpatient  department  of  hospitals,  or  come  before  the  practitioner 
in  his  daily  routine  of  office  practice.  Here  also  special  instruction 
will.be  given  in  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  by  the  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  that  department. 

Academic  Yeab. 

The  Academic  Year  consists  of  one  session.  The  session  of  1892- 
93  will  begin  on  Monday,  October  Slst,  1892,  and  end  on  Monday, 
April  24th,  1893.  In  order  to  qualify  for  Degree  Examinations,  the 
Medical  Academic  Year  must  include  attendance  on  at  least  two 
courses  of  100  lectures  each,  or  one  such   course  and  two  of  50  each. 

Instruction. 

In  each  of  the  following  subjects  there  shall  be  delivered  a  course 
of  at  least  100  lectures  during  the  six  months'  session,  viz..  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  Chemistry,  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

In  Practical  Anatomy  the  course  shall  be  of  the  same  duration  as 
each  of  the  last  named,  but  instruction  shall  be  given  during  at  least 
two  hours  of  each  day. 

In  Botany,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Clinical  Medicine,  and  Clinical 
Surgery,  at  least  50  lectures  shall  be  delivered  during  the  six  months' 
course.  In  Practical  Chemistry  and  in  Pathology  the  courses  shall 
consist  of  at  least  50  lessons. 

The  course  in  Histology  shall  comprise  at  least  30  demonstrations. 

Each  lecture  shall  be  of  one  hour's  duration. 

Every  professor  shall  occasionally  examine  his  class  upon  the  sub- 
jects treated  of  in  his  preceding  lectures,  and  every  such  examination 
shall  be  considered  a  lecture. 

Ordinary  Curriculum  for  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Degrees. 

The  following  order  of  Study  for  each  year,  while  not  compulsory 
is  recommended  as  most  suitable  to  the  ordinary  student. 
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IST  Year — Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Materia  Medica,  Botany,  Histology. 

(Pass  in  Botany  and  Histology.) 

2nd  Yeab. — Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  Physiology 
Materia  Medica,  Practical  Chemistry,  Dispensary. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  D.  C.  M.  Exam.) 

3bd  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Clinical  Surgery,  Clinical  Medicine,  Ophthalmology  (or  in  4th  year), 
Hospital,  Practical  Obstetrics,  Pathology. 

(Pass  in  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Pathology.) 

4th  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Clinical  Medicine, 
Clinical  Surgery,  Practical  Obstetrics,  Hospital,  Opthalmology. 

(Pass  final  M.  D.  C.  M.,  Exam.) 


Calendar,  1892-3,  has  31  pages. 
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Yietoria  School  of  Art  and  Desip,  Halifax. 

(Incorporated  1888.) 


DIRECTORS. 

EiT  E^fiAn  '  i  "^^^  Superintendent  of  Education, 
•^'^  .  I  rp^j.  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Michael  Dwyer,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Fuller, 

Mrs.  Holt  W.  Clerke,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  James  Dempster,  Mr.  E.  P.  Archbold, 

Miss  Ella  Ritchie,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Dr.  J.  Q.  MacGregor,  Mr.  P.  F.  Martin, 

Mr.  Donald  Keith,  Mr.  Alexander  McKay. 


President,  Da  Allison, 
Vice-President,  Hon.  L.  G.  Power, 
Treasurer,  J.  M.  Smith, 
Secretary,  A.  McKay, 
Asst'Secretary,  Miss  K.  F.  Hill. 


TEACHING  STAFF. 

Head  Master  : 

George  Harvey,  A.  R  C.  A. 

Assistant;  Teachers : 

Mechanical  Drawing.  Architectural  Drawing. 

P.  T.  Larkin,  Engineer, 

Saiu/rday  Class Miss  K.  F.  Hill. 


/ 
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To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc.  LL.  D.. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  Directors  of 
ihe  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design,  the  following  report  of 
attendance,  &c.,  together  with  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

The  School  year  consists  of  three  Terms  of  ten  weeks  each. 

CLASSES. 

Afternoon  Classes  from  2.30  to  4.30. 

Monday, Modelling. 

Tuesday, Junior  Drawing. 

Wednesday, Senior  Drawing. 

Thursday, Painting  and  I^ture*  at  4.30. 

Morning  Class  from  10  to  12. 
Saturday, Children's  Class. 

Evening  Classes  from  7.30  to  9.30  or  from  8  to  10. 

Monday, Modelling,  &c Junior  Mechanical  Drawing. 

Tuesday, Junior  Drawing Junior  Architectural      " 

Wednesday, . . .  Senior  Drawing Senior  Mechanical  " 

Thursday, Senior  Architectural      " 

Friday, Junior  Mechanical  " 

^These  lectures  are  open  to  all  members  of  the  Art  School. 

The  afternoon  classes  were  attended  by  26  students  of  whom  8 
held  honor  scholarships  by  competition  from  the  Academies. 

The  Head  Master*8  evening  classes  numbered  28,  of  whom  five 
were  free  and  the  rest  paid  half  the  regular  fee. 

The  Architectural  Class  had  21  students  and  the  Mechanical  CUisa 
26.  Nearly  all  of  these  are  apprentices  and  receive  tuition  free. 
They  show  great  interest  in  their  work,  attend  well  and  make  good 
^Togreaa. 

The  Children* 8  Class  numbers  16. 

Total  number  of  students  in  the  Art  School  117,  an  increase  of  II 
over  last  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  McKAY, 

Secretary. 
Halifax,  Jan.,  1893. 
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The  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  Victorla.  School  of  Art  and 

Design. 

J^ndoumient  Fund. 

Amount  from  1891 $15,657  35 

Cv/rrent  Account  Receipts. 

School  Fees,  &c 338  00 

Provincial  Oovemment  grant 800  00 

Interest 517  13 

Membership  fees .* ]  0  00 

City  grant 500  00  2,166  13 

$17,822  48 

LiaburaemeTUs. 

Salaries 1355  01 

Rent 200  00 

Fuel  and  light 145  70 

Printing,  &c 12  75 

School  supplies  and  sundries 100  77 

Janitor 112  50 

Exhibition  expenses 38  08 

1964  81 
Balance,  Sept.,  1891 3633  46 

$5598  27 

Town  of  Kentville  bonds .'. 5100  00 

City  of  Halifax  consols 4950  00 

Deposit  receipt.  Bank  N.  S 2000  00 

Open  acc'nt,  Bank  N.S.  and  cash      174  21     12124  21       $17822  48 

J.  M.  SMITH. 
Halifax,  15th  Sept..  1892. 


MTSCBLLANEOUS  INSTITUTION&  161 


(4) 

Sommer  School  of  Seienee  for  the  Atlantic  ProvineBS  of  Canada. 


The  Summer  School  of  Science  held  its  sixth  session  in  the 
city  of  St.  John  from  August  1st  to  13th,  1892.  The  dates 
laid  down  in  the  programme  issued  in  December  previous — 
July  4th,  16th — were  not  adhered  to  an  account  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Dominion  Association  which  some  of  our  instruc- 
tors and  officers  had  engaged  to  attend.  This  postponement 
had  an  unfavorable  effect  on  the  attendance,  as,  previous  to 
the  announcement  of  the  change  of  date,  many  teachers  had  made 
their  plans  for  vacation.  Such  gatherings  to  be  fully  attended 
should  not  only  be  subject  to  no  change  of  date  but  should  follow 
immediately  on  the  closing  of  the  Public  Schools,  so  that  teachers 
can  attend  before  setting  off  on  the  promised  trip  or  settling  down 
in  some  quiet  retreat  to  rest.  The  attendance,  however,  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  on  the  previous  year, — sixty  students  and 
about  twenty  instructors  and  officers  being  present.  Work  of  an 
eminently  practical  and  satisfactory  character  was  done  in  all  the 
departments,  a  statement  for  which  the  names  of  the  instructors 
given  below  is  a  sufficient  guarantee.  The  large  classes  which 
attended  the  lectures  in  Literature,  Pedagogy  and  Psychology  prove 
the  wisdom  of  the  executive  in  adding  these  subjects  to  the  course 
of  Study. 

The  officers  for  the  year  1892  were : 

President. 
0.  U.  Hat,  Ph.  B.    Principal  Victoria  High  School,  8t  John. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Prof.  MacDonald,  Normal  School,  Truro. 
SuPRRVisoR  McKat,  Halifax. 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
W.  T.  Eennedt,  County  Academy  Halifax. 

Local  Secretary. 
Enoch  Thompson,  Albert  School,  St  John. 

Executive  Committee. 

The  President,  The  Secretary, 

Superintendent  MacKay,  Inspector  Carter, 

LraPECTOR  Lay,  Secretary  March, 

Principal  Cameron,  Prof.  Briitain, 

Superintendent  Hays. 
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The  instructors  were : 

Astronomy. 
Principal  Cameron,  Yarmouth  Academy, 

Botany. 

f  G.  U.  Hay,  Ph.  B.,  High  School,  St.  John. 
\  Nettie  Forbes,  B.  A.,  Yarmouth  Academy. 

Chemistry. 
Prof.  W.  W.  Andrews,  Mount  Allison,  Saxhrille, 

Didactics. 
Prof.  Frank  H.  Eaton,  Boston. 

Elocution. 
Miss  M.  A.  Alexander,  8t  John  School  of  Music. 

English  Literature. 
Principal  A.  Cameron,  Yarnnouth. 

Geology. 
Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwell,  Acadia  College,  WolfuiUe. 

associate  lecturer,  geology. 
G.  F.  Matthew,  A.  M.,  F.  R.  S.  C,  St.  John. 

Histology  and  Microscopy. 
E.  J.  Lay,  Esq.,  Inspector*  of  Schools,  Amherst. 

Mineralogy. 
Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwell,  Acadia  College. 

m  • 

Music  (Tonic-Sol-Fa). 
Miss  A.  F.  Ryan,  St.  Mary's  School,  Halifax. 

Physics. 
E.  Mackay,  B.  a..  Principal  of  Schools,  New  Olasgow. 

Physiology. 
Alban  F.  Emery,  M.  D..  St  John. 

•     Psychology. 
J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D.,  NorToal  School,  Truro. 

Zoology. 
Prof.  J.  Brittain,  Normal  School,  Frederidon. 
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The  citizens  of  St.  John  received  the  school  most  hospitably,  ex- 
tending not  only  to  the  school  as  such  but  also  to  its  individual 
members  every  kindness  and  attention.  The  City  Council  voted  one 
hundred  dollars  for  its  entertainment,  whicfarwas  expended  on  a  trip 
by  steamer  "  May  Queen"  up  the  river  as  far  as  Hampton.  Mayor 
Peters  and  the  majority  of  the  City  Council,  with  leading  citizens 
and  other  friends  of  science,  accompanied  the  school,  and  the  day 
spent  on  the  river  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  pleasure  and 
profit 

The  first  part  of  each  day  was  given  to  class-room  work,  the  after- 
noons to  botanical  and  other  excurftion^^,  and  to  visiting  such  places  as 
Park's  Cotton  Factory,  Owen's  Art  Gallery,  etc.,  and  of  the  evenings 
three  were  occupied  with  scientific  lectures,  one  with  a  musical  and 
literary  entertainment  under  the  auspices  of  the  school,  and  one  with 
a  reception  tendered  by  the  genial  and  scholarly  members  of  the 
Natural  History  Society. 

Of  the  few  who  took  written  examinations  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  certificates  in  Botany  were  awarded  to  C.  Stanley  Bruce,  of 
Shelburne  Academy,  and  Evan  J.  Ross,  of  Albro  street  school,  Hali- 
fax ;  and  in  Zoology  to  Isabella  J.  Caie,  Richibucto,  Edith  Darling, 
Nauwgiewauk,  and  Emma  J.  Bacon,  Brighton,  Digby  county. 

The  students  in  attendance  were  : — 

Maggie  McNaughton St.  John. 

Annie  Robb " 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Hamilton 

Phoebe   Van   Wart 

Catherine  D.  Martin . 

Mrs.  Fisk 

Jobs  McKinnon .... 

Hattie  Howard 

Jennie  E.  Dunlop  . . . 

M.  C.  Ellis 

Agnes  Warner 

James  D.  Warner. . . 

W.   L.  Ellis 

J.   H.  Scammell 

Rev.  Q.  Steele 

Sarah  J.  Parkin 

M.  J.  Mowutt 

James  Barry " 

Austin  a  Stead 

Maggie  R  Gray " 

Jessie  K.  Sutherland . ; " 

Clara  R  Ftfllerton 

Qrace  Murphy. •* 

Eleanor  Robinson " 

Edith  M.  MoBeath . . 
Maggie  Sharp 
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Lydia  E.  Williams St.  John. 

Mrs.  Bowden " 

Catherine  Barton " 

H.  M.  Shaw 

Secretary  March 

Inspector  Carter 

Ada  Munro , Yarmouth 

Hannah  Heastis " 

Beatrice  Tooker " 

Dora  Tooker " 

Isabel  Webster 

F.  J.  Stewart 

B.  Balfour  Brown " 

Albinus  W.  Horner " 

Jane  McLeod Truro. 

Josephine  Upham 

Annie  Hislop     

Lizzie  M.  Colquhoun Shelburne. 

William  Brodie St.  Andrews,  N.  B 

Inspector  Smith Petitcodiac,  N.  B. 

Elizabeth  Stewart Dartmouth. 

Evan  J.  Ross Halifax. 

I.  M.  Longley Paradise,  N.  S. 

Dora  E.  Smith Moncton,  N.  B. 

Fannie  E.=^Holt Wolfville. 

C.  Stanley  Bruce Shelburne. 

Isabella  J.  Caie Richibucto,  N.  B. 

John  Moser Hunter's  Home,  N.  B.   . 

Elspeth  Charters Moncton. 

Edith  Darling Nauwigewauk,  N.  B. 

Emma  J.  Bacon Brighton,  Digby,  N.  S. 

Agnes  Bacon •*  " 

Annie  A.  McNeil North  Range,  Digby. 

Edith  Hennigar Canning,  N.  S. 


<c  cc 
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The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  1892 : 

Balance  from  1891   6  46 

Orant  from  Covemment  of  Nova  Scotia 100  00 

New  Brunswick 100  00 

City  Council  of  St.  John    100  00 

Students'  Fees 186  00 

Advertising  in  Report 28  00 

Proceeds  of  Concert 14  75 

Sale  of  Chemicals 1  15 

Balance  due  Treasurer 10  31 

646  67 
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Paid  Officers  and  Instructors    ^15  00 

Excursion  by  "  May  Queen"  to  Hampton 100  00 

Printing  and  Advertising 26  82 

Printing  1500  Copies  of  Report 30  00 

Postage  and  Stationery 18  69 

Ohemical  and  Zoological  material     11  25 

Expressage  and  Truckage 7  90 

Lighting  Centennial  Hall  and  attendance   23  00 

.Sundries  as  per  statement 14  01 


S546  67 

W.  T.  KENNEDY, 

Secretary-Treasurer  for  1S93, 

N.  R — ^The  next  meeting  of  the  school  is  to  be  held  in  the  build- 
ings of  Mount  Allison  University,  Sackville,  from  July  5th  to  2l8t, 
1893.  The  ladies  will  lodge  in  the  beautiful  rooms  of  the  Ladies' 
College,  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  Collegiate  Academy.  All,  how- 
ever, will  board  at  the  same  table. 

Mount  Allison  University  has  been  a  leading  educational  centre 
for  half  a  century,  and  is  therefore  richly  endowed  with  all  the 
^ucational  equipments  necessary  to  contribute  success  to  the  school. 
The  class-rooms,  laboratories,  museums,  etc.  are  such  as  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  prosecution  of  scientific  work. 

The  excursions  will  include  Tantramar  Marshes,  the  Ship  Railway, 
Fort  Lawrence  and  the  Joggins. 

Practical  instruction,  valuable  for  the  school-room,  will  be  given 
in  arranging  and  mounting  plants,  insects,  etc.,  and  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  taxidermy  will  be  imparted  to  enable  students  to  pre- 
serve birds  or  small  animals  for  purposes  of  ornament  or  study. 
Teachers  and  others  can  attend  the  session  of  the  school  with  great 
profit  without  any  previous  preparation  in  the  subjects  to  be  studied. 

A  programme  of  work  to  be  done  has  been  prepared  and  published 
•and  will  be  mailed  by  the  Secretary  to  any  person  sending  for  it. 

W.  T.  K. 
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The  Kindergartens. 

Jbe  Kindergarten  system  has  during  the  year  been  making  very 
evident  progress  throughout  the  province.  The  great  difficulty  in 
the  way  is  its  expense,  yet  this  is  not  such  as  will  prevent  its  ulti- 
mate establishment  in  our  greater  centres  of  population — the  towns^ 
and  cities.  Into  the  Primary  schools  everywhere,  however,  the 
Kindergarten  method  can  to  a  great  extent  be  adopted,  even  in  our 
High  Schools,  especially  in  the  teaching  of  the  sciences. 

The  Halifax  Public  School  Kindergarten,  under  Mrs.  Harriman^ 
has  been  specially  useful  in  training  Kindergarteners  selected  from 
the  most  promising  young  teachers  of  the  city.  Diplomas  are 
granted  them  after  due  service  and  proficiency  tested  by  a  severe 
written  examination.  The  Dartmouth  Public  School  Kindergarten 
under  Miss  Hamilton  has  also  been  a  success.  The  Truro  Kin- 
dergarten under  Mrs.  Patterson  is  utilized  also  for  the  training  of 
teachers  attending  the  Normal  School. 

The  following  list  of  public  Kindergartens  in  Nova  Scotia 
showing  their  chronological  and  geographical  distribution,  haa 
been  grepared  by  Mrs.  Harriman : — 

Truro  (Normal  School)  Kindergarten. 

Established  in  1887  in  connection  with  the  Normal  School,  mainly 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Froebel  Institute  of  Nova  Scotia  and  it& 
president,  Mrs.  Hinkle  Condon. 

TeachevB,  Miss  Woodcock,  1887-89. 
Miss  Twitchell,  1889-90. 
Mrs.  Patterson,  1890-93. 

Dartmouth,  Public  Kindergarten. 
leacker.  Miss  M.  A.  Hamilton,  1889-93. 

Halifax,  Public  Kindergarten. 
Director,  Susan  S.  Harriman,  1891-93. 

Teachers  Graduated  in  1892. 

Miss  Helen  Moodt. 
Miss  Ettie  De  Wolfe. 
Miss  Lizzie  Mahonet. 
Miss  Beatrice  Lawrence. 

Kindergarten  in  School  for  Blind. 
Teacher,  Miss  Kate  Fletcher,  1893. 

There  have  been  several  private  Kindergartens  for  some  years  in* 
Halifax,  and  in  a  few  other  towns  in  the  province. 
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Beport  of  a  Visit  to  Manual  Training  Institutions  in 

New  England. 


By  Lee  Russell,  B.Sc,  of  the  Halifax  Mannal  Training  School. 


To  Dr.  a.  H.  MacKay, 

Swpefidntendefid  of  Education^  Halifax,  N.  S. 

It  seems  to  me  desittible  to  give  in  this  report  a  brief  outline  of 
the  work  I  have  seen  and  a  more  complete  account  of  the  deductions 
and  generalizations  I  have  been  able  to  make. 

I  visited  all  the  Manual  Training  Schools  in  Boston  and  vicinity, 
4U)d|had  interviews  with  the  school  superintendents,  principals  and 
others  interested  in  the  subject.  I  also  visited  Worcester  and  Spring- 
field. In  the  latter  place  I  made  a  careful  study  of  the  very  exten- 
sive and  original  system  of  Manual  'J  raining.  In  Connecticut,  I  saw 
the  Normal  School  at  Willimantic  and  had  a  long  talk  with  Mr. 
Morrill,  the  Principal. 

In  the  twelve  days,  so  generously  allowed  me  by  the  Board  of 
School  Commissioners,  I  visited  fifteen  schools. 

In  Boston  and  vicinity  there  are  two  well  marked  systems  of 
Manual  Training. 

The  Swedish  Sloyd  has  been  somewhat  modified  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  community,  and  as  the  so-called  "  Sloyd"  it  is  vigor- 
ously taught  and  defended  by  Mr.  Gustaf  Larsson  and  his  followers. 
Its  main  principles  are  these  : — 

1st  All  practice  shall  be  had  in  making  useful  articles  which 
become  the  property  of  the  pupil. 

2nd.  The  models  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  bring  into  practice 
fundamental  principles  in  the  proper  order  of  progression  from  the 
easy  to  the  more  difficult. 

3rd.     All  work  shall  be  from  drawings  made  by  the  pupils. 

4th.  As  great  a  variety  of  tools  as  can  properly  be  introduced 
shall  be  used. 
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5tb.     The  models  shall  combine   a  variety  of  curved  with  plane 
surfaces. 

The  application  of  these  principles  is  shown  in  the  schemes  and 
reports  subjoined. 

Another  system  in  more  common  use  than  the  "  Sloyd"  is  the  so- 
called  Russian  sj^stem.  It  aims  to  give  manual  training  by  exercises 
illustrating  the  various  principles  of  carpentry,  joinery  and  iron 
work. 

Besides  these  two,  there  are  many  modifications  and  combinations. 
Each  teacher  has  a  more  or  less  original  method  and  series  of  models. 

At  Springfield,  Mass.,  there  is  a  well  equipped  Manual  Training 
Department  in  connection  with  the  High  School.  But,  before  en- 
tering the  High  School,  pupils  are  instructed  in  the  common  schools. 
While  the  girls  are  engaged  in  needle-work,  the  boys  have  practice 
in  woodwork.  Wooden  covers  are  provided  for  the  desks  and  knives, 
try-squares,  rules,  marking-gauges  and  prepared  wood  are  distri- 
buted. The  work  is  an  ingenious  modification  of  "  Sloyd''  and  as  a 
preparation  for  later  work  has  perhaps  some  value.  It  is  worthy  of 
mention,  that  during  the  High  School  course  the  pupils  spend  each 
afternoon  in  the  workshop.  It  seems  open  to  question  if  so  much 
time  should  be  spent  in  manual  training. 

In  several  districts  in  Boston  entire  schools  ef  sixty  boys  go 
with  their  teacher  to  the  workshop.  In  such  shops  two  or  three 
teachers  are  employed.  All  teachers  complain  of  having  too  many 
pupils  at  a  time.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  twenty-four  is  as 
large  a  number  as  one  person  can  well  handle,  and  many  put  the 
limit  at  eighteen. 

Mr.  Larsson's  training  cla»s  has  been  well  attended,  and  he  has 
turned  out  some  very  capable  women  teachers.  This  phase  of  the 
problem  seems  especially  interesting  to  this  Province.  In  most  cases 
two  or  more  women  teach  under  the  direction  of  a  man.  They 
devise  and  decide  upon  the  course  of  models  together.  The  man 
also  takes  care  of  the  tools  and  has  general  charge.  This  seems  to 
be  a  very  successful  arrangement.  There  is  no  doubt  that  women 
can  acquire  skill  in  manuflil  training  exercises,  and  are  as  well  able 
to  teach  this  as  anything  else.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
graduates  of  Mr.  Larsson's  school,  who  are  teaching  most  successfully, 
were  experienced  and  accomplished  teachers  before  they  took  up 
"  Sloyd,'  and  further,  that  they  took  it  up  from  natural  liking. 

The  pamphlets  and  papers  accompanying  this  report  are  extremely 
suggestive.  They  show  the  constant  adaptation  which  is  going  on, 
and  the  marked  changes  recently  made. 

This  brings  me  to  the  most  significant  feature  of  the  present 
manual  training.    It  is,  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  branch 
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of  education,  undergoiDg  a  constant  healthy  change.  New  points 
of  excellence  are  continually  being  added,  and  faults  weeded  out 
Each  teacher  is  engaged  in  the  most  valuable  and  inspiring  work 
known  to  our  civilization, — Original  Research.  All,  or  nearly  all, 
are  working  in  the  true  scientific  spirit.  In  the  extremely  rare  cases 
where  this  was  lacking  the  schools  showed  a  marked  inferiority. 

This  seems  to  me  to  promise  well,  not  only  for  the  future  of 
manual  training,  but  also  for  the  future  of  any  school  course  into 
which  it  is  introduced.  The  spirit  which  it  fosters,  among  teachers 
and  pupils  alike,  is  that  of  independent  investigation,  and  this  must 
sooner  or  later  be  felt  in  the  course  of  education,  and  in  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

A  significant  feature  in  and  about  Boston  is  the  influence  the 
various  teachers  have  on  each  other.  The  half  dozen  original  and 
energetic  men  who  are  leaders,  are  all  working  along  the  same  lines, 
and  the  net  result  seems  likely  to  be  a  system  of  manual  training 
combining  the  good  points  of  the  various  existing  courses,  and  lack- 
ing the  weak  ones. 

A  visit  to  a  State  Normal  School  in  Connecticut  made  me  ac- 
quainted with  a  phase  of  manual  training  which  is  of  great  value. 
Here  is  a  shop  in  which  all  the  pupils  of  the  school  work,  women  as 
well  as  men.  It  Has  a  very  intimate  connection  with  the  profes- 
sional work  in  physics  and  chemistry.  The  pupils  make  actual 
apparatus  which  they  take  out  with  them  to  their  schools  and  are 
thus  able,  independently  of  the  usual  costly  equipment,  to  demon- 
strate many  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  nature.  The  course 
did  not  seem  to  be  well  graded  as  manual  traning,  but  the  funda- 
mental idea  is  excellent.  There  were  models  illustrating  the 
hydrostatic  press,  Newcomen's  engine,  and  Watt's  improvement  on 
it,  test-tube  racks  and  holders,  and  other  similar  apparatus. 

I  also  saw  a  lesson  on  the  hydrostatic  press,  and  the  principle  of 
specific  gravity,  given  to  pupils  of  ten  years,  which  alone  proved 
tne  value  of  the  manual  training  in  the  Normal  School. 

Here  is  a  feature  which  might  well  be  introduced  into  this  Province. 
Manual  training  of  this  sort  will  tend  to  lead  the  pupils  in  new  and 
profitable  directions.  It  needs  no  workshop.  If  the  teacher  has  been 
instructed  she  can  lead  the  pupils  to  make  at  home  experiments  and 
investigations.  Further,  a  teacher  who  has  had  this8<)rt  of  training 
looks  upon  the  ceaseless  constructive  activity  of  children  from  a 
new  standpoint.  She  sees  in  their  water-wheels  and  boats  a  new 
means  by  which  she  can  gain  their  attention,  and  spontaneous 
attention  is  the  secret  of  all  good  instruction.  She  no  longer  looks 
upon  their  knives  as  implements  for  defacing  desks,  but  sees  in 
them  tools  for  fashioning  the  young  minds  under  her  charge. 
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Ii  subjoin  a  fall  syllabus  of  the  course  of  study  pursued  at  this 
Normal  School,  together  with  detailed  statements  of  the  work  in 
physics  and  chemistry. 

From  what  I  can  gather  it  8eeros  tolerably  certain  that  some 
modification  of  ''Sloyd"  will  be  adopted  in  New  England.  One 
great  fault  of  the  Russian  system  is  that  it  requires  a  great  degree 
of  ability  to  make  its  series  of  exercises  interesting.  Pupil.s  tire  of 
making  joints,  and  using  up  lumber  without  any  obviously  useful 
result.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  discouraging  to  them  to  attempt  to 
make  a  useful  article,  and  have  it  prove  a  useless  failure.  A  proper 
<!ombination  of  the  two  systems  prevents  wearisome  repetition, 
disheartening  failure,  and  at  the  same  time  keeps  the  attention  and 
interest  stimulated  and  active. 

The  extensive  course  pursued  at  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute, drawings  of  which  accompany  this  report,*  is  a  good  illustration 
of  this  fact.  The  pupils  are  eighteen  years  old,  but  the  illustration 
is  as  good  as  if  they  were  but  ten.  After  working  a  considerable 
time  on  joints  the  course  is  varied  by  making  patterns  in  wood. 
From  these,  moulds  are  made  and  castings  in  type  metal  taken  from 
the  moulds.  It  will  be  noticed  that  many  of  the  patterns  are  of 
useful  things.  Further,  the  pupils  are  taught  the  use  of  machinery, 
and  a  variety  of  useful  articles  made.  In  the  course  in  iron  work 
pursued  at  this  institution  the  practise  is  all  in  making  useful 
articles. 

It  is  evident  that  belief  in  Manual  Training  is  advancing  rapidly. 
New  schools  are  being  started  every  year  and  old  ones  enlarged. 
From  the  report  of  Superintendent  Seaver  it  is  plainly  a  success  in 
Boston.  The  conditions  in  this  Province  appear  to  me  especially  to 
call  for  manual  training.  With  its  great  natural  resources  Nova 
Scotia  is  certain  of  a  period  of  industrial  development  in  the  near 
future.  A  population  already  partially  educated  in  this  direction 
must  help  along  this  development.  At  any  rate  a  healthy  public 
opinion  will  be  fostered,  and  the  community  be  prepared  to  welcome 
any  advance.  In  addition  to  all  this  is  the  important  truth,  just 
now  beginning  to  be  realized,  that  a  child  whose  mind  alone  is 
trained  is  but  half  educated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEE  RUSSELL. 
Halifax,  March  1st,  1893. 

♦Filed  in  the  Education  Office. 
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(7) 

Dominion  Educational  Assoeiation. 


FIRST  CONVENTION.  1892. 

[From  The  Educational  Review,  August,  189!2,] 

The  most  important  educational  event  of  the  year  was  probably 
the  conference  of  prominent  educationists  from  every  province  of 
the  Dominion,  at  Montreal,  from  the  5th  to  the  8th  July. 

The  attendance,  although  not  large,  was  fairly  representative  of 
every  shade  of  educational  thought  in  the  Dominion.  The  able 
lectures,  carefully  prepared  papers  and  free  discussion,  of  those  four 
days,  must  have  had  a  beneficial  effect  in  welding  the  diverse  ele- 
ments of  our  widely  extended  young  nation,  in  restraining  the 
intemperate  zeal  of  the  enthusiast,  and  in  spurring  onward  the  self- 
satisfied  conservative.  Where  so  much  is  seen,  said  and  done,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  give  an  account  of  all  that  would  be  interest- 
ing to  our  readers,  but  we  will  make  notes  on  several  of  the  leading 
topics  possessing  most  value  at  the  present  stage  of  our  educational 
progress. 

Meeting  of  Welcome. 

The  addresses  of  welcome  to  the  teachers  by  Sir  William  Dawson, 
Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet,  Chancellor  Heneker,  Dr.  Adams,  Abbe  Verreau 
and  Presidents  Lacroise  and  Arthy,  were  able  and  enthusiastic. 
The  Act  of  Confederation  left  the  provinces  to  grow  apart  in  the 
separate  management  of  their  educational  affairs.  But  it  would  be 
the  special  work  of  the  Dominion  Educational  Association  to  bring 
together  the  various  races,  creeds  and  institutions,  and,  fusing  their 
best  elements,  develop  that  educational  and  national  unity  which 
was  needed  so  much  in  making  us  a  great  nation. 

In  response  Hon.  George  W.  Ross  eloquently  pleaded  for  unity, 
for  a  broader  nationality,  and  for  patriotism  that  would  sweep  away 
all  sectionalism,  A  teacher's  qualifications  and  diplomas  should  be 
recognized  as  of  equal  value  in  all  the  provinces.  Text  books  should 
not  be  provincial.  There  should  be  but  one  text  book  on  Canadian 
History. 

Dr.  Inch  claimed  that  the  Maritime  provinces  were  the  Grecian 
States  of  the   Dominion,  supplying  men  of  brains  for  the  larger 

Jrovinces ;  for  had  they  not  given  Sir  William  Dawson  to  McGill, 
^r.  Grant  to  Queens  and  Dr.  Rand  to    McMaster  ? 
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Dr.  MacKay  hamorously  made  out  many  claims  of  excellence  for 
his  native  province — the  first  in  the  Dominion  to  receive  the  rays  of 
the  rising  sun.  Thus  reviving  the  interest  of  his  audience  he  out- 
lined several  national  reforms  which  could  be  inaugurated  success- 
fully only  in  such  a  large,  representative  and  authoritative  body  as 
the  Dominion  Educational  Association  ;  such  reforms  for  instance  as 
phonetic  spelling  and  shorthand,  metric  measures,  etc. 

A  conversazione  at  McGill  University  occupied  the  evening  very 
profitably  and  pleasantly.  The  repast  was  excellent,  but  better  still 
were  the  witty  speeches  by  Sir  William,  Dr.  Mc Vicar,  Dr.  Robbins 
and  Hon.  George  W.  Ross,  and  the  inspection  of  the  magnificent 
physical,  chemical  and  mechanical  laboratories,  of  the  library,  and 
of  the  Redpath  Museum  with  its  "  pretty  zoological  specimens,  both 
dead  and  animated." 

It  appears  that  the  observatory  of  McGill  is  the  only  spot  in  the 
Dominion  whose  exact  longitude  has  been  determined. 

High  School  Education. 

A  very  considerable  amount  of  prejudice  still  exists  against  high 
school  and  academic  education.  It  is,  however,  rapidly  disappear- 
ing. That  it  has  not  almost  wholly  disappeared  is  largely  the  fault 
of  the  high  schools  themselves.  Bound  by  the  traditions  of  the  past 
they  have  given  undue  prominence  to  classics,  theoretical  mathema- 
tics and  the  dry  technicalities  of  grammar,  geography  and  history. 

When  the  higher  education  is  made  to  bear  more  directly  on  the 
occupations  of  all  classes,  even  colleges  need  not  fear  to  ask  for  state 
aid.  They  will  be  absolutely  free — even  to  the  extent  of  supplying 
free  text-books  and  apparatus. 

Dr.  MacEay's  paper  on  "  The  Free  Scope  and  Function  of  the 
High  School"  showed  that  he  ia  in  the  van  as  a  progressive  educa- 
tionist. It  is  necessary  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  state 
that  the  poor  should  haveyV^^  opportunities  for  a  liberal  education. 
The  obstacles  opposed  to  their  progress  develop  in  many  of  them  an 
energy  that  places  them  among  the  ruling  classes.  The  state  must 
therefore  see  that  they  are  properly  educated  if  all  the  classes  are  to 
work  out  with  good  feeling  the  development  of  the  social  fabric. 

The  practical  value  of  the  experimental  study  of  the  laws  of 
Nature  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  The  moral  value  of  such  a 
study  is  equally  great ;  for,  said  the  Doctor,  "  I  never  knew  a  true 
student  of  nature  fascinated  by  her  operations,  who  was  an  immoral 
man."  Nature  says  to  all,  "  the  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die." 
Ought  not  the  students  of  Nature  to  realize  that  truth  most  vividly. 

Another  good  thought  beautifully  elaborated  by  Dr.  MacKay  was 
this :  Science  and  Manual  Training  dignify  and  invest  with  a  new 
interest  common  things  and  occupations.    How  rich  the  life  of  the 
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intelligent,  scientific  farmer!  If  then  the  schools  train  for  all 
phases  of  life,  the  professions  will  not  be  overcrowded,  nor  will  our 
farmers  be  leaving  the  country  or  dying  of  ennui. 

Frcebel. 

The  Kindergartners  of  the  Association  were  so  numerously  and 
ably  represented  that  they  had  the  constitution  amended  so  as  to 
form  themselves  into  a  separate  section,  of  which  Miss  Newcombe^ 
of  Hamilton,  was  elected  President,  and  Mrs.  Harriman,  of  Halifax^ 
Vice-President 

The  absence  of  Mrs.  Hughes  was  much  regretted.  Miss  Boulton 
gave  an  interesting  **  Morning  Talk,"  Miss  Hart,  Inspector  of  Kin« 
dergartens  for  Ontario,  read  a  well-prepared  paper  on  the  relation- 
ship of  the  Kindergarten  to  art. 

Froebel  and  many  of  his  followers  (perhaps  including  Miss  Hart) 
veil  their  ideas  in  mystic  phraseology  incomprehensible  to  ordinary 
common  sense.  The  paper  contained  many  good  things  about  the 
parallelism  between  race  development  and  individual  development, 
and  about  the  benefits,  spiritual  and  material,  arising  from  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  creative  imagination  through  the  plays  and  occupa- 
tions of  the  Kindergarten ;  but  its  value  was  somewhat  lessened  by 
its  vague  generalities. 

What  for  instance  can  this  mean  ?  "  'What  is  life  f  questioning 
the  child.  The  gifts  answer,  '  Life  is  unity ;'  thus  shadowing  the 
great  fundamental  truth  that  rules  all  life.  Each  gift  hints  a  new 
phase  of  the  great  principle.  Thus  science  and  religion  are  born  of 
art,  both  for  race  and  child,  and  then  we  be^n  to  build  up  an  or- 
ganic education  holding  it  in  its  inseparable  unity  as  the  education 
t         of  the  body,  mind  and  soul." 

Mrs.  Harriman's  very  able  paper  dealt  with  the  most  characteristic 
value  of  the  Kindergarten  in  developing  the  child  socially.  We 
will  in  a  future  number  give  a  synopsis. 

Some  Thoughts  from  Dr.  Warfield's  Paper. 

1.  The  English  language  is  the  most  important  thing  taught  in 
our  schools.  The  student  should  be  a  master  of  the  art  of  express- 
ing his  thoughts  in  such  a  way  as  to  convey  his  exact  meaning,  and 
so  as  to  be  at  once  understood. 

2.  There  is  no  reason  why  an  earlier  preparation  for  the  univer- 
sity may  not  be  obtained,  provided  the  preparation  is  made  more 
definite  and  simple.  Not  so  many  subjects,  but  a  more  complete 
mastery  of  a  few  subjects  is  the  training  which  the  university  must 
demand. 

3.  Head  and  hand  should  be  trained  together  till  all  men  know 
the  dignity  of  labor. 
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4.  True  inental  development  involves  the  traininf^,  not  of  the 
memory,  but  of  the  creative  imagination,  and  of  the  will. 

Ideal  School  Discipline. 

The  secret  of  Principal  Hay's  success  as  a  teacher  is  disclosed  in 
these  thoughts  from  his  excellent  paper : 

"  The  means  to  secure  the  Ideal  Discipline  are :  first,  love  and 
respect  between  teacher  and  pupil ;  second,  the  pupil  must  be  in 
sympathy  with  his  environment.  The  teacher,  in  order  to  discipline 
others  must  first  discipline  himself.  It  is  a  slow  process  this  build- 
ing up  of  character ;  and  defeat  and  discouragement,  those  twin 
friends  of  ours,  must  be  endured  before  any  fruition  of  our  hopes 
can  be  realized.  The  pupil  must  be  placed  in  full  sympathy  with 
his  environment.  The  chief  factor  is  work,  a  working  teacher  and 
a  working  pupil.  The  teacher  must  set  the  example  of  an  inspiring, 
helpful,  interested  worker.  The  spirit  of  such  a  worker  is  catching. 
It  makes  tasks  easy.  It  is  the  lesson  hearer  with  his  system  of  cram 
and  memorizing  from  the  text  book,  who  is  the  cause  of  all  the  out- 
cry throughout  the  country,  that  the  children  are  burdened  with  too 
many  studies,  but  the  real  teachers  are  not  doing  their  work  that 
way ;  they  are  teaching  their  pupils  to  observe  and  think,  and  such 
tasks  are  too  inspiring,  too  elevating,  to  be  a  burden." 

The  paper  on  the  punishment  of  juvenile  offenders,  by  Principal 
McKinnon,  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Toronto,  was  a  fine  commentary 
on  these  fundamental  principles  so  well  expressed  by  Mr.  Hay.  Mr. 
McKinnon's  essay  should  be  published  in  full  in  the  local  papers  of 
every  city  in  the  Dominion. 

Ontario   Magnates. 

Wednesday  evening  was  taken  up  by  Inspector  Hughes  and  Hon. 
Geo.  W.  Ross,  the  two  most  prominent  public  school  educationists  of 
Ontario.  Mr.  Hughes  took  the  position  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
state  would  be  promoted  by  making  the  highest  as  well  as  the  low- 
est education  free  to  the  poorest  child, — that,  therefore,  the  state 
should  support  and  wholly  control  education — even  to  the  extent  of 
preventing  teachers  not  licensed  by  the  state  from  teaching  in  private 
schools.  He  thought  a  system  of  morals  and  religion  satisfactory  to 
all  denominations  should  and  probably  would  be  taught  in  all  public 
schools.  There  all  classes  should  grow  up  in  Unity,  in  respect  for 
each  other  and  in  love  for  the  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  Ross  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  eclcctically  harmonizing 
our  provincial  educational  systems.  Good !  But  we  regretted  to  find 
an  educationist  from  the  country  which  has  given  "  the  high  school 
as  its  contribution  to  the  world's  progress  in  education,"  advocating 
proficiency  in  the  three  R's  as  the  extent  to  which  he  would  go  in 
free  state  education.     We  must  remember,  however,  that  Ontario  is 
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behind  the  Maritime  Provinces  in  the  matter  of  free  high  schools  as 
well  as  in  the  professional  qualifications  of  teachers. 

If  the  Ontario  high  schools  were  less  scholastic  and  administered 
more  immediately  to  the  educational  and  industrial  necessities  of  tho 
great  majority  of  the  people,  the  Minister  of  Education  would  soon 
discover  that  they  should  be  free,  as  Inspector  Hughes  would  have 
them. 

In  deprecating  the  evils  of  promotion  examinations  Mr.  Boss  will 
be  supported  by  many  of  our  ablest  educationists. 

That  so  many  teachers  leave  the  profession  after  an  average  ser- 
vice of  seven  years  is  not  an  unmixed  evil.  These  ex-teachers  form, 
in  their  various  stations  in  society,  a  most  sympathetic  constituency 
to  which  the  active  teacher  can  appeal,  and  they  send  to  the  schools 
the  most  teachable  pupils. 

After  all  are  not  young  teachers,  educated  and  well-trained, 
nearer  to  young  children,  more  tolerant,  and  genuinely  sympathetic, 
than  old  teachers,  and  therefore  more  successful  ?  We  have  found 
them  often  do  better  work. 

Latin  Pronunciation. 

The  following  resolution,  carried  unanimously,  settles  a  very 
vexed  and  important  question : 

"Resolved,  That  uniformity  in  Latin  pronunciation  is  desirable 
and  that  it  can  be  most  easily  and  most  practically  introduced  by 
the  Roman  method." 

This  resolution  was  the  outcome  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  Eaton,  of 
McOill  College. 

The  Roman  pronunciation  seems  to  be  the  nearest  to  the  original 
— therefore  that  in  which  the  Latin  language  will  best  flourish^ 
With  five  different  systems  in  vogue  there  was  certainly  a  great 
waste  of  energy,  and  often  much  annoyance. 

The  Roman  system  is  adopted  universally  in  the  United  States 
and  is  coming  to  the  front  in  Canada. 

English  Literature. 

Speciallv  interesting  among  the  papers  read  at  the  Association, 
was  that  oy  Wm.  Houston,  librarian  to  the  Ontario  Government. 
He  condemned  text  books  on  English  composition,  the  old  methods 
of  paraphrasing,  and  dependence  on  the  translating  of  foreign 
tODgue&  Text  books  might  be  useful  for  teachers,  paraphrasing 
was  a  sacrelegious  destruction  of  art,  and  as  for  translation  less  of  it 
would  be  needed  if  we  did  like  the  ancients,  write  our  own  thoughts 
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in  oar  own  language.  *'  We  copy  from  the  ancients  because  they 
have  written  their  own  original  thoughts."  To  learn  to  write 
English  the  best  way  was  to  write  it.  J^et  the  pupil  be  shown  his 
errors  and  be  shown  how  to  detect  them,  and  then  be  required  to 
re-write,  avoiding  these  errors. 

Here  as  elsewhere  we  learn  to  do  by  doing, — by  original  work, 
not  mere  copying.  There  should  be  drill  in  analysis  and  on  the 
shades  of  meanings  of  words. 

Nothing  after  religion  does  more  to  make  life  worth  living  than 
the  study  of  the  beautiful.  Poetry  is  well  adapted  to  the  average 
mind.  If  you  would  appreciate  the  force  of  human  beings  read 
Shakespeare;  if  you  would  realize  the  insignificance  of  human 
learning  read  the  commentaries. 

Professional. 


rPrincipal  Calkin  of  Truro  has  crystallized  into  fine  form  the  best 
thoughts  regarding  Normal  Schools.  A  sound  academic  education, 
and  a  reasonable  probability  of  professional  success  should  be  pre- 
requisites of  entrance  upon  a  regular  course  which  should  include 
special  training  on  the  principles,  history  and  practice  of  teaching, 
laboratory  work,  drawing,  music  and  calisthenics,  and  a  general 
review  of  academic  subjects  from  their  professional  aspects. 

The  Normal  School  should  inspire  the  students  with  higher  ideals 
of  scholarship,  and  make  them  responsive  to  their  environments. 

The  Central  Figure. 

About  forty  years  ago  an  educational  convention  was  held  at 
Wolfville,  N.  S.,  so  far  as  we  know  the  first  ever  held  in  the  Do- 
minion. At  that  time  Mr.  Dawson,  Superintendent  of  Education 
for  Nova  Scotia,  presided.  He  was  then  young  and  full  of  energy, 
and  inspired  an  enthusiasm  which  still  remains  with  the  survivors 
of  that  meeting. 

At  Montreal  there  was  present  one  member  of  that  first  conven- 
tion, Principal  Calkin,  of  Truro.  As  in  years  gone  by  Dr.  Dawson 
was  to  him  as  well  as  to  others  the  central  figure  of  the  association, 
and  still  young  and  full  of  vigor  and  inspiration. 

A  prominent  educationist  from  Ontario  thanked  us  for  an  intro* 
duction  to  Sir  William,  and  said  :  *'  To  have  seen  Sir  Wm.  Dawson 
would  have  repaid  me  for  coming  to  this  association,  but  having 
conversed  with  him  I  return  happy." 

In  closing  the  association  Sir  William  urged  his  hearers  to  remem- 
ber that  the  true  aim  of  education  was  to  form  character.  The 
education  which  makes  the  man  is  really  and  truly  the  only  prac- 
tical education.  Teachers  should  not  be  discouraged  if  the  pendu- 
lum of  educational  reform  did  not  at  any  particular  time  swing  in 
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the  direction  of  their  peculiar  notions ;  it  would  return,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  hands  of  progress  were  moving  steadily  forward. 

Resolutions. 

Before  the  Association  as  a  whole  resolutions  were  adopted 
favoring : 

(1)  University  extension ;  (2)  the  exclusion  of  high  school  work 
from  universities ;  (3)  a  common  standard  of  matriculation ;  (4) 
the  delimitation  of  the  common  and  high  school  courses  of  study ; 
(5)  more  thorough  school  inspection ;  (6)  a  uniform  nomenclature 
in  the  designation  of  schools  and  grades  of  study,  and  a  unification 
of  the  courses  of  study  in  the  various  provinces;  (7)  a  more  strin- 
gent compulsory  attendance  law  ;  (8)  the  professional  traininor  of  all 
teachers ;  (9)  the  general  establishment  of  kindergartens  ;  (10)  uni- 
formity in  the  requirements  for  teachers'  certificates  and  an  inter- 
provincial  recognition  of  them  ;  (11)  school  exhibitions. 


TEACHERS'     ASSOCIATION,     KINGS     AND     HANTS 

COUNTIES,   1891. 


[From  The  Educational  Review,  Januai%  189^,] 

This  was  held  at  Hantsport,  N.  S.,  on  the  17th  and  18th  December. 
The  attendance  was  large — 80  teachers  being  enrolled. 

Miss  S.  6.  Ford  of  Canning,  read  a  paper  on  "  Patriotism."  She 
strongly  emphasized  the  duty  of  the  teacher  in  inculcating  a  true 
love  of  country  and  showed  the  best  ways  in  which  this  could  be 
done, — chiefly  by  ijiaking  pupils  familiar  with  the  noble  deeds  of 
our  greatest  patriots. 

Miss  C.  Mumford  of  Hantsport,  discussed  "Literature  versxia 
Grammar."  She  would  not  place  the  text  book  on  grammar  in  the 
hands  of  the  pupil  before  he  entered  the  academy  or  high  school. 
Instead  of  grammatical  exceptions,  parsing,  and  al^tract  definitions, 
she  would  have  the  pupils  read  suitable  selections  from  the  best 
authors,  and  frequently  write  composition  exercises  until  they  had 
acquired  an  easy  use  of  their  mother  tongue.  From  the  discussion 
that  followed  it  was  evident  that  the  great  majority  of  teachers 
would  place  grammar  with  logic  and  rhetoric  in  the  high  school 
grades  where  it  belongs. 

H.  D.  Ruggles,  barrister,  of  Windsor,  showed  the  close  relation 
subsisting  between  the  schools  and  the  statutes  in  educating  to  a 
respect  for  law.  The  more  education  advanced  the  less  the  neces- 
sity for  law. 

Mr.  L.  D.  Robertson  of  Berwick,  made  known  the  methods  by 
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which  the  school-room  could  be  turned  from  a  state  of  disorder  to  a 
state  of  happy  industry ; — school-room  neat,  comfortable,  and  well 
ventilated;  programme  definite,  carried  out  by  signals,  varied  by 
music  and  calisthenics ;  plenty  of  work  and  no  whispering. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Sawyer,  B.  A.,  of  Horton  Academy,  advocated  the 
teaching  of  Latin  by  the  method  now  adopted  for  French  and 
German.  The  pupils  are  to  converse  about  ordinary  things  and 
events  until  they  have  acquired  a  command  of  common  words  and 
the  most  useful  idioms.  Constant  drill  on  forms  was  also  recom- 
mended, even  in  advanced  work. 

Mr.  J.  J.  McLean  recommended  that  Friday  afternoons  be  devoted 
to  such  practical  subjects,  as  current  news,  the  explanation  of  com- 
mercial phrases  and  forms,  calculations  in  frequent  use  by  artisans, 
recitations,  etc.  "  Method  in  Geometry  "  was  treated  by  Principal 
Cakes,  of  Wolf vilJe.  The  conceptions  of  an  angle,  triangle,  line  and 
point  should  be  made  as  plain  as  possible  by  referring  to  the  con- 
crete. The  methods  of  Wormwell  and  Wentworth  were  thought 
superior,  especially  in  the  systematic  way  in  which  they  proved  the 
equality  of  triangles.  Original  exexcises  should  be  worked  as  the 
pupils  advanced.  Mrs.  Chute,  of  Berwick,  presented  a  short  paper 
on  *'  Reading."  A  nature  lesson  was  given  by  Miss  Maggie  Burton. 
She  selected  the  Turtle  for  her  subject  and  went  somewhat  into  the 
classification  of  animals  of  that  order. 

Principal  Smith  of  Windsor  dealt  with  such  "  Odds  and  Ends,'* 
as,  the  best  methods  of  keeping  order  in  the  halls,  directing  the 
amusements  of  the  play  ground,  the  teaching  of  thrift  and  economy, 
the  building  up  of  character  by  developing  control  of  self  in  the 
pupil,  thoroughness  in  work,  etc. 

In  the  evening  the  teachers  and  public  were^  addressed  by  the 
new  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  made  a  most  favourable  im- 
pression. Teachers  are  attracted  to  him  by  his  broad  and  deep 
sympathies  with  them  in  their  work  and  his  unselfish  efforts  for 
the  advancement  of  education. 

He  was  introduced  by  Principal  Miller,  of  Uantsport,  who  is  a 
ready  and  fluent  speaker  as  well  as  an  able  teacher. 

Inspector  Roscoe  has  always  been  very  successful  in  arranging 
for  profitable  Institute  meetings,  but  on  this  occassion  he  improved 
upon  all  his  former  efforts. 
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TEACHERS'   ASSOCIATION,    ANNAPOLIS   AND   DIGBY 

COUNTIES. 


[From  The  Educational  Review,  No^jemher,  1892!\ 

The  Teilohers'  Association  for  this  district  held  its  annual  session 
in  the  ball  of  the  Digby  Academy  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  6tb- 
and  7ih  of  October.  There  were  present  about  ninety  teachers  from 
the  two  counties.  The  following  officers  were  elected  :  Vice-Presi- 
dents, A.  D.  Brown  and  A.  H.  Morse ;  Secretary -Treasurer,  Lyman 
B.  Denton ;  Executive  Committee,  A.  D.  Brown,  Miss  Helen  Yidito, 
Miss  B.  Rice,  Miss  Challen  and  Mr.  Shields. 

The  preliminary  business  being  concluded,  the  programme  was 
taken  up.  A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Morse,  of  Bear  River,  on 
"  Patriotism."  This  paper  alluded  to  the  lofty  feelings  awakened  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  read  the  writings  of  the  great  men  of  the 
past,  and  pointed  out  clearly  that  similar  results  would  follow  by 
studying  the  great  men  of  our  country.  The  writer  referred  to  the 
duty  of  the  teacher  in  pointing  out  the  great  natural  resources  of 
our  country.  In  his  opinion  a  patriotic  spirit  could  be  awakened  by 
the  study  of  the  geography  of  our  land,  particularly  her  ports,  rivers^, 
lakes  and  mountains. 

The  first  paper  read  during  the  afternoon  session  was  by  Miss^ 
Emma  Bacon,  "  Literature  in  our  Schools."  The  writer  strongly 
urged  the  study  of  standard  authors  during  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
pupil's  course.  The  children  from  the  homes  of  reading  parents 
were  far  more  intelligent  than  those  from  illiterate  homes.  She 
thought  that  great  care  should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  authors. 

The  next  was  a  paper  by  Miss  Kinney,  "  Reading  in  our  Schools/' 
She  dealt  with  the  various  methods  employed  in  teaching  children 
to  read,  the  importance  of  an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject in  order  that  good  expression  might  follow.  Fluency,  distinct- 
ness and  pronunciation  were  strongly  emphasized. 

Dr.  MacEay,  Superintendent  of  Education,  being  present,  was  in- 
troduced. Much  interest  was  added  to  the  meetings  by  his  sympa- 
thetic and  practical  remarks. 

Miss  Helen  Yidito  then  read  a  paper,  "  Hygiene  in  our  Schools." 
Aften  defining  her  subject  she  alluded  to  the  unfavorable  hygienic 
conditions  in  a  majority  of  our  school-rooms,  the  care  which  should 
be  observed  by  the  teacher  in  relation  to  the  seating  of  pupils, 
cleanliness  of  furniture  and  surroundings  in  general 

It  was  then  suggested  that  reports  from  different  parts  of  the  dis- 
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trict  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  school-rooms,  play  grounds  and 
difficulties  with  which  teachers  had  to  contend,  would  be  of  interest. 
Quite  a  number  of  the  lady  teachers  responded. 

A  very  interesting  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening.  Short 
addresses  were  delivered  by  the  President,  Wm.  Mc Vicar,  of  the 
Annapolis  Academy,  Mr.  Godfrey,  of  the  Digby  Academy,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Fisher.  Principal  Godfrey  read  an  address  of  welcome  to  Dr. 
Mac  Kay,  to  which  the  Superintendent  made  a  very  appropriate  and 
touching  response.  In  his  general  address  he  referred  to  the  recent 
advances  in  the  education  of  our  province,  explained  many  of  the 
changes  which  are  about  to  come  into  practice,  and  dwelt  on  mat- 
ters of  general  interest  to  the  teacher. 

On  Friday  morning  an  illustrative  lesson  on  '*Our  Flag"  was 
taught  by  Miss  Titus,  of  Digby.  This  was'not  only  a  model  lesson, 
but  very  instructive  to  the  members  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Crowe,  of  Annapolis,  then  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Home  Pre- 
paration of  Lessons."  He  thought  the  teacher  should  discriminate 
between  those  possessing  extraordinary  ability  and  those  who  were 
not  so  highly  favored.  He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  plan  of  ex- 
plaining the  lesson  to  be  prepared.  The  teacher  should  not  confine 
himself  too  much  to  the  text-book.  Much  more  could  be  accom- 
plished by  securing  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  parent 
than  by  independent  effort. 

The  last  paper  read  was  by  Mr.  McCarty,  on  "  Teaching  Geo- 
graphy." He  considered  this  subject  received  too  little  attention  in 
many  of  our  schools.  Map  drawing  was  an  essential  feature  in 
connection  with  the  teaching  of  geography.     He  proposed  various 

Elans  for  giving  the  pupil  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  geography  of 
is  country. 

The  papers  were  freely  discussed  by  the  following  members  of  the 
association  :  Dr.  MacKay,  Wm.  McVicar,  John  Godfrey,  Alfred 
Morse,  A.  D.  Brown,  Mr.  Shields,  Miss  Vidito,  Miss  Parker  and  others. 

The  association   tendered   its  thanks  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  for  his  presence,  sympathy,  and  for  the  many  practic 
suggestions  during  the  different  meetings. 

This  was  considered  one  of  the  most  interesting  sessions  held 
during  the  history  of  the  association  of  the  district,  a  marked  interest 
being  manifest  throughout  the  entire  proceedings 
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APPENDIX  F. 


Univepsities  and  Depe  CoDfepping  Colleges 


—OF— 


NOVA  SCOTIA, 


EECEIVINO  NO  GRANTS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEY  FROM  THE 

PROVINCIAL  TREASURY. 


Their  Names,  Governors,  Senates,  Faculties,  Numbers  of 
Students,  Libraries,  Museums,  Gymnasiums,  and  Lead- 
ing Historical  Dates,  Abstracted  from  Their  Respective 
Calendars,  for  the  Academic  Year,  1892-93. 


DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY,  HALIFAX. 

Board  of  Governors. 

[Gorernora  appointed  and  removable  by  the  Governor-in-Coiincil  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Beotia  (See 
Act.  SOth  April,  1843).] 

Hon.  Sir  Adams  G.  Archibald,  K.  C.  M.  G.,  P.  C,  D.  C.  L.,  Q.  C, 
Chairman. 

Hon.  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  Bart.,  K.  C.  M.  G.,  C.  B.,  M.  D.,  Ll.  D. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon,  D.  C.  L.,  Q.  C,  Judge  of  Probate. 

Rev.  John  Mac  Mill  an.  M.  A..  B.  D. 

Rev.  President  Forrest,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 

Hon.  Alfred  G.  Jones,  P.  C. 

John  Doull,  Esq. 

Rev.  Robert  Murray. 

Wallace  Graham,  Esq.,  A.  B.,  Judge  of  Supreme  Court. 

E.  L.  Nswcombe,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  Ll.  B.,  Representative  of  the  Alumni 
Association. 

Adam  Burns,  Esq. 
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A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  Ll.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  C,  Superintendent 
of  Education. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Halifax,  ex-ojfflcio. 

D  A.  Campbell,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Jlepresentative  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. 

James  Forrest,  M.  A.,  Treasurer. 
William  M.  Doull,  Secretary. 


SENATUS  ACADEMICUS. 

Rev.  John  Forrest,  D.  D..  D.  C.  L.,  President 

Charles  Macdonald,  M.  A. 

John  Johnson,  M.  A. 

George  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  Ll.  D.,  F.  I.  C,  Secretary. 

J.  G.  MacGregor,  M.  a.,  D.  Sc. 

Richard  C.  Weldon,  M.  A.,  Ph.  D.,  M.  P. 

James  Liechti,  M.  A. 

Benjamin  Russel,  A.  M.,  Q.  C. 

James  Seth,  M.  A. 

Archibald  MacMechan,  B.  A.,  Ph.  D. 


ACADEMIC  STAFF. 

Rev.  President  Forrest,  D.  D.»  D.C.L.,  F.  S.  Sc  L.,  George  Munro 
Professor  of  History  and  Political  Economy. 

Charles  Macdonald,  M.  A.  (Aberd.),  Professpr  of  Mathematics. 

John  Johnson,  M.  A.  (Dub.),  McLeod  Professor  of  Classics. 

George  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  Ll.  D.,  F.  I.  C,  F.  R.  S.  C,  McLeod  Pro- 
femor  of  Ctiemistiy  and  Mineralogy. 

James  Liechti,  M.  A.  (Vind.),  McLeod  Professor  of  Modem 
Languages. 

James  Gordon  MacGregor,  M.  A.  (Dal.),  D.Sc.  (Lond.),  F.R.SS.E.& 
C,  George  Munro  Professor  of  Physics,  and  Lecturer  on 
Applied  Mechanics. 

Richard  Chapman  Weldon,  A.  M.  (Mt  All.),  Ph.  D.  (Yale),  George 
Munro  Professor  of  ConstitutioTial  and  International  Law, 
and  Lecturer  on  Crimes. 
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Bknjamin  Russell,  A.  M.  (Mt  All),  Professor  of  Contracts,  and 
Lecturer  on  BiUs  and  Notes,  Sales  and  Equity. 

Jambs  Seth,  M.  A.  (Edin,),  George  Munro  Professor  of  Philosophy. 

Abchibald  MacMechan,  B.  A.  (Toronto),  Ph.  D.  (J.  H.  U.),  George 
Munro  Processor  of  English  Language  and  Literature. 

C.  Sidney  Harrington,  Q.  C,  Lecturer  on  Evidence,  Partnership 

Agency,  and  Companies. 

John  Somers,  M.  D.  (Bell.  Hosp.  Med.  Coll.,  N.  Y.),  Examiner  in 
Medicine. 

Oeorge  L.  Sinclair,  M.  D.,  (Coll.  P.  and  S.,  N.  Y.).  M.  D.  (Univ. 
Hal.)  Examiner  in  An^itomy  and  practical  Anatomy. 

D.  A.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  C.  M.  (Dal.),  Examiner  in  Materia  Medica 

and  Therapeutics,  and  Pathology. 

A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  B.  A.  (Dal).  M.  D.,  C.  M.  (Dal),  M.  B.,  C.  M. 
(Edin.),  Examiner  in  Anatomy  and  Practical  Anatomy. 

John  Stewart,  M.  B.,  C.  M.  (Edin.).  Examiner  in  Surgery. 

A.  C.  Page,  M.  D.  (Harv.),  President  N.  S.  Medical  Board,  Examiner 
in  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Hon.  D.  McN.  Parker,  M.  D.  (Edin.),  L.  R.  C.  S.  (Edin.),  Examiner 
in  Medicine. 

m 

Edward  Farrell,  M.  D.  (Coll  P.  and  S ,  N.  Y.),  Examiner  va 
Sv/rgery.  / 

Andrew  J.  Cowie,  M.  D.  (Univ.  Penn.),  M.  R.  C.  P.  Lond.,  Examiner 
in  Clinical  Medicine. 

John  F.  Black,  M.  D.  (Coll.  P.  and  S.,  N.  Y.),  Examiner  in  Clinical 
Surgery. 

Alexander  P.  Reid,  M.  D..  CM.  (McGill),  L  R.  C.  S.  (Edin.),  L.  C. 
P.  and  S.  Can.,  Examiner  in  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Arthur  Morrow,  M.  B.,  C.  M.  (Edin.),  Examiner  in  Physiology 
and  Histology. 

Howard  Murray,  B.  A.  (Lond.),  Lecturer  on  Classics. 

M.  A.  Curry,  M.  D.  (Univ.  N.  Y.),  Examii^er  in  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Murray  McLaren,  M.  D.,  Examiner  in  Physiology  and  Histology. 

Martin   Murphy,  D.  Sc.   (Vind.)  C.  E.,  Provincial    Government 
Engineer,  Lecturer  on  Civil  Engineering. 

Edwin  Gilpin,  Jr.,  A.  M.  (Vind.).  Ll.  D.  (Dal.)  F.  G.  S.,  F.  R.  S.  C, 
^Inspector  of  Mines,  Lecturer  on  Mining. 
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F.  W.  W.  DoANE,  C,  E.,  Halifax  City  Engineer,  Lecturer  on  Sur- 
veying. 

C.  E.  W.  DoDWELL,  B.  A..  M.  I.  C.  E..  M.  C.  S.  C.  E.,  Resident 
Engineer  Public  Works  of  Canada,  Lecturer  on  Hydraulic 
Engineering 

Roderick  McColl,  C.  E.,  (Roy.  Mil.  Coll.)  Assistant  Provincial 
Engineer,  Lecturer  on  Surveying  and  Civil  Engimeering, 

E.  L.  Newcombe,  B.  a.  (Dal.),  Li^  B.  (Hal.),  Lecturer  on  Marine 
Insurance. 

Wm.  B.  Ross,  Q.  C,  Lecturer  on  Torts. 

George  Ritchie,  Ll.  B.  (Harv.),  Lecturer  on  Real  Property. 

Wm.  S.  Muir,  M.  D.,  C.  M.  (Dal.),  L.  R.  C.  P.  &  S.(Edin.),  Examiner 
in  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

H.  McD.  Henry,  Q.  C,  ExaraiTier  in  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

William  Tobin,  F.  R.  C.  S.  (Ireland),  Examitier  in  Ophthalamology, 
Otology,  and  Laryngology. 


Librarian :    Professor  Seth. 
Curator  of  the  Museum :    Professor  Lawson. 


Instructor  in  Oymnastics :    Sergeant  Kellt. 


Janitor:    Archibald  Dunlop. 


FACULTY  OF  ARTS. 


The  President. 

Charles  Macdonald,  M.  A. 

John  Johnson,  M.  A. 

George  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

James  Liechti,  M.  A. 
J.  Gordon  MacGregor,  D.  Sc 

James  Seth,  M.  A. 

Archibald  MacMechan,  Ph.  D. 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty — Professor  MacMechan. 

Lecturer  :    H.  Murrat,  B.  A. 
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Past  Graduate  Student — for  M.  A 1 

Fourth  Year  Under-Oraduate  Students — for  B.  A 21 

Third        "                 "                      "                    "       21 

Second      "                 "                      "                    '•       29 

First         "                 "                      "                    "       16 

Fourth     "                 •'                     "                   B.  L 1 

Second     "                "                     "                    "       1 

Total  Under- Graduates,  etc.,  (as  above) 90 

General  Students  in  Arts 63 

Special         "             "         116 

Total            "             "        Classes  268 


FACULTY  OF  PURE  AND  APPLIED  SCIENCE. 


The  President  (ex  officio,) 

Chables  Macdonald,  M.  A. 

George  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  Ll.  D. 

James  Liechti,  A.  M. 

J.  Gordon  MacGregor,  D.  So. 

James  Sbth,  M.  A. 

Archibald  MacMechan,  B.  A.,  Ph.  D 

Martin  Murphy,  D.  Sc,  C.  E. 

Edwin  Gilpin,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  Ll.  D.,  F.  G.  S 

F.  W.  W.  DoANE,  C.  E. 

C.  E.  W.  Dodwell,  B.  a.,  M.  I.  C.  E. 

Roderick  McColl,  C.  E. 

Deem  of  the  Faculty:    Prof.  MacGregor. 

Fourth  Year  Undergraduate  Students — for  B.  Sc, 1 

Third        "  "  "       3 

First         "  "  "       3 

Total  Undergraduates  in  Science  (as  above) 7 

General  Students  "  5 

Special         "  "  15 

Total  "  "  27 
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FACULTY  OF  LAW. 


The  President  (ex  officio,) 

Richard  C.  Weldon,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Benjamin  Russell,  A.  M.,  Q.  C. 

C.  Sydney  Harbinqton,  Q.  C. 

Edward  L.  Newcombe,  M.  A.,  Ll.  B. 

William  B.  Ross,  Q.  C. 

George  Ritchie,  Ll.  B. 

Dean  of  Faculty — Professor  Weldon. 

Secretary  of  the  Faaidty — Professor  Russell. 

• 

Third  year  Under-gradaate  Students — for  LL.  B 22 

Second  "                "                     *•            "        "      22 

First      "                 "                      "             "        "       8 

Total  Under-graduates  in  Law 52 

General  Students  **       ..." 15 

Total  "  "       67 


FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE. 


The  President  (ex  officio). 

George  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  Ll.  D., 

John  Somers,  M.  D. 

George  L.  Sinclair,  M.  D., 

Donald  A.  Campbell,  M.  D.  C.  M., 

A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  M.  D.,  C.  M., 

John  Stewart,  M.  B.  C.  M. 

A.  0.  Page,  M.  D. 

Daniel  McNeil  Parker,  M.  D., 

Edward  Farbell,  M.  D., 

Andrew  J.  Cowie,  M.  D., 


• 
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John  F.  Black,  M.  D., 

Alexander  F.  Reid,  M.  D., 

Arthur  Morrow,  M.  B.,  C.  M., 

Matthew  A.  Curry,  M.  D., 

Murray  McLaren^  M.  D., 

Wm.  S.  Muir,  M.  D., 

Wm.  Tobin,  F.  R.  C.  S.  Ire., 

Hugh  McD.  Henry,  Q.  C. 

Dean  of  the  Faculty :    Prof.  Lawson. 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty :    Dr.  Lindsay. 


Fourth  Year  Undergradaate  Students — for  M.  D.,  C.  M 7 

Third        "                "                    "                      "               6 

Second       "                "                    "                      "              9 

JFirst          •'                "                    "                      "               18 


Total  Undergraduates  in  Medicine 40 

General  Students  "        "         1 

41 


THE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES. 

*  The  General  Library  consists  of  nearly  4,000  volumes,  selected  to 
meet  the  wants  especially  of  students  of  the  Faculties  of  Arts  and 
Science. 

It  contains  the  Mackenzie  Collection  of  works  on  Mathematical 
and  Phyticial  Science,  which  was  presented  to  the  College  by  the 
relatives  of  the  late  Professor  J.  J.  Mackenzie ;  and  the  Robert 
Morrow  Collection  of  works  on  Northern  Antiquities  and  Lan- 
guages, presented  by  Mrs.  Robert  Morrow. 

Daring  the  past  year,  350  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
library. 

Thi  Law  Library. — Mr.  A.  H.  R  Fraser,  Ll.B.,  has  been  appointed 
Librarian  of  the  Law  School.  It  is  Mr.  Eraser's  wish  to  make 
the  resources  of  the  library  available  to  the  students.  Those  en- 
gaged in  preparing  for  Moot  Court  cases  especially  are  urged  to 
■advise  witn  the  Librarian,  who  will  make  them  acquainted  with  the 
less  accessible  books  in  the  Library.  Much  care  is  being  taken  to 
perfect  the  sets  of  Statutes.  Since  the  end  of  the  Session  1891-92 
wge  additions  of  American  Reports  have  been  made. 
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The  Library  has  a  good  set  of  Eaglish  and  Canadian  Reports, 
and  will  be  found  to  contain  almost  all  the  books  which  an  under- 
graduate will  have  occasion  to  consult. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  MUSEUM. 

The  Museum*  consists  chiefly  of  the  Thomas  McCulloch  and 
the  Patterson  Collections. 

The  Thomas  McCulloch  Collection  was  presented  to  the 
University  in  1844,  by  the  Rev.  William  McCulloch,  D.  D.,  of  Truro, 
with  a  fund  of  $1400  for  extending  the  collection.  It  formed  the 
museum  of  Prof.  Thomas  McCulloch,  who  occupied  the  Chair  of 
Natural  Philosphy  from  1863  to  1865.  It  contains  a  large  and 
valuable  collection  of  birds,  especially  of  native  birds  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  many  specimens  of  minerals,  especially  of  Nova 
Scotian  species,  which  are  now  being  arranged  systematically  for 
convenience  of  study  ;  also  rock  specimens,  an  ample  set  of  Carboni- 
ferous fossils,  chiefly  Nova  Scotian,  and  a  collection  of  European 
Cretaceous  fossils,  Indian  implements,  shells  of  recent  Mollusca, 
native  plants,  &c.  These  collections  were  made  in  part  by  Rev. 
Thomas  McCulloch.  D.  D.,  the  first  President  of  the  College.  The 
McCulloch  collection  of  birds  has  recently  been  increased  by  addi- 
tions paid  for  out  of  the  McCulloch  Museum  Fund. 

The  Patterson  ARCHiEOLOOiCAL  Collection. — This  collection  of 
Indian  Antiquities  was  made  by  Rev.  George  Patterson,  D.  D.,  while 
engaged  during  a  number  of  years  in  researches  regarding  the  his- 
torv  and  modes  of  life  of  the  aboricrines  of  Nova  Scotia.  The 
collection  was  presented  by  him  to  the  College  in  1889,  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  Governors  should  make  suitable  "  provision  for  the 
preservation  and  exhibition  of  the  same,  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
usual  in  well-managed  museums."  It  is  kept  as  a  separate  collection. 
It  contains  288  specimens,  separately  catalogued,  and  is  arranged 
conveniently  for  reference.  About  250  of  the  specimens  have  been 
obtained  in  Nova  Scotia ;  they  represent  the  stone  age  of  its  abori- 
ginal inhabitants,  and  form  an  almost  complete  representation  of  the 
articles  usually  found  among  the  remains  of  the  native  races  of 
North  America.  There  are  also  a  number  of  similar  articles  from 
the  United  States,  Scotland,  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  the  New 
Hebrides.  The  classified  catalogue  of  the  collection,  which  is  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  method  adopted  in  the  description  of  the 
archsBological  collections  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  contains 
full  particulars  of  the  localities  where  the  several  specimens  were 
obtained. 

Donations  of  Dried  Plants  from  the  Pacific  Islands  and  Australia, 


*The  Provincial  Museum,  in  the  new  Provincial  Building,  Market  Square,  contains 
collections  illustratine  the  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Zoology  of  the  Province,  and  is 
open  to  the  public  dafly ;  it  may  be  conveniently  used  by  Students. 
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have  been  made  by  Rev.  Hugh  Robertson  and  Rev.  Joseph  Annand, 
M.  A.  New  Hebrides  ;  and  of  Nova  Scotian  Plants  by  Mr.  George  G. 
Campbell,  B.  Sa,  Truro. 

A  collection  of  Carboniferous  Fossils,  from  the  coal  measures 
at  Spring  Hill,  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  Swift,  of  the  Spring  Hill 
Mines,  Cumberland  County. 


THE  GYMNASIUM. 

The  Gymnasium  is  provided  with  apparatus  which  was  purchased 
by  funds  contributed  for  the  most  part  by  former  students. 

Instruction  is  furnished  by  a  competent  Gymnast. 

The  following  are  the  general  regulations  for  the  use  of  the 
Gymnasium  : — 

(1.)  All  male  students,  graduates,  and  members  of  the  Alumni 
Association  shall,  on  paying  the  sessional  fee,  be  entitled  to  the  use 
of  the  Gymnasium. 

(2.)  Students  shall  be  entitled  to  instruction  in  gymnastics  with- 
out the  payment  of  any  additional  fee. 

(3.)  Graduates  and  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  classes,  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  three  dollars. 


Historical. 


Dalhousie  College  was  founded  by  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  in  1821, 
**  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  higher  branches  of  science  and 
literature." 

The  original  endowment  was  derived  from  funds  collected  at  the 
port  of  Castine,  in  Maine,  during  its  occupation  in  1824  by  Sir  John 
C.  Sherbrooke,  then  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  These 
funds  the  British  Gh)vernment  authorized  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Sir 
John's  successor,  to  expend  *'  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  any  im- 

frovement  which  it  might  seem  expedient  to  undertake  in  the 
'rovince ;"  and  the  Earl,  believing  that  "  a  Seminary  for  the  higher 
branches  of  education  is  much  needed  in  Halifax — the  seat  of  the 
Legislature-— of  the  courts  of  justice — of  the  military  and  mercantile 
Society/'  decided  upon  "  founding  a  College  or  Academy  on  the  same 
plan  and  principle  of  that  at  Edinburgh,"  open  to  all  occupations 
and  sects  of  religion,  restricted  to  such  branches  only  as  are  applica- 
ble to  oar  present  state,  and  having  the  power  to  expand  with  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  our  society." 


K  i 
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The  original  Board  of  Qovernors  consisted  of  the  Gh)vemor-Qen- 
eral  of  British  North  America,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  ^he  Bishop,  the  Chief  Justice  and  President  of  Council,  the 
Provincial  Treasurer  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

After  unsuccessful  efforts  on  the  part  of  both  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  the  Board  of  Governors  to  effect  a  union  with  King's  Col- 
lege, the  only  other  then  existing  in  the  Province,  this  College  went 
into  operation  in  1838,  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
McCulloch,  D.  D.,  and  with  a  staff  of  three  Professors. 

By  an  Act  passed  in  1841,  University  powers  were  conferred  on 
the  College,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Governors  was  vested  in  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council. 

In  1856,  the  Arts  departments  of  the  Goreham  College,  Liverpool, 
N.  S.,  wacr transferred  to  this  College  "  with  a  view  to  the  futberance 
of  the  establishment  of  a  Provincial  University,"  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  conduct  the  Institution  as  a  University  under  the  Act 
of  1841. 

This  union,  however,  came  to  an  end  in  1857. 

In  1863,  the  College  was  re-organized  under  an  Act  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature. 

Annual  Calendar  for  1892,  without  examination  papers,  116 
pages. 
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University  of  King's  Conege,  Windsor,  N.  8. 

[Governors  members  of  the  Church  of  England  (See  Acts,  4th  April,  1853,  and  19th  April,  1883).! 

PATRON. 
His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterburt. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS,  1892-93. 

(Ex  ojfficio,) 

The  BiQwr  Rev.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Visitor  and  President  of  the  Board. 

The  Most  Rev.  John  Medley,  D.  D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  FrederictoD 

and  Metropolitan. 

Members  of  the  Board  Elected  by  Incorpoi'ated  Alumni: 

N.  W.  White,  Esq.,  Q.  C. 

W.  C.  Silver,  Esq. 

Hon.  L.  R  Baker,  M.  L.  C. 

Rev.  Canon  Brigstocke,  D.  D. 

Rev.  C.  Bowman,  D.  D. 

C.  Wilcox,  Esq. 

C.  E.  A.  Simonds,  Esq.  B.  C.  L. 

J.  Y.  Payzant,  Esq. 

Rev.  George  Haslam,  M.  A. 

J.  C.  Moody,  Esq.  M.  D. 

Hon.  Senator  Almon,  M.  D. 

Clarence  H.  Dimock,  Esq. 
Elected  by  the  Diocesan  Synod  of  Nova  Scotia : 

Rev.  Canon  Partridge,  D.  D. 

H.  Y.  Hind,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  D.  C.  L, 
Elected  by  the  Diocesan  Synod  of  Fredericton : 

Rev.  J.  Roy  Campbell,  B.  D. 

Hon.  Judge  Hanington. 

Treasurer. 
J.  Y.  Payzant,  Esq. 

Secretary. 
R  J.  Wilson,  Esq. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY. 


Chancellor : 
Very  Rev.  Edwin  Gilpin,  D.  D.,  D.  C.  L..  Dean  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Vice-ChaTicelior, — (ex  ojfficio.) 

The  Rev.  Charles  Edward  Willets,  M.  A.,  D.  C.  L.,  President 

OF  King's  College. 

Public  Orator  : 

Rev.  Francis  Partridge,  M.  A.,  D.  D.,  Canon  of  St.  Luke's 

Cathedral. 

Registrar  : 

William  R.  Butler,  Esq.,  M.  Eng.,  Professor  of  Mathematics 

AND  Engineering,  King's  College. 


FACULTY. 


President  of  the  CoUege. 
Rev.  C.  E.  Willets,  M.  A..  D.  C.  L. 

Vice-President 
Professor  Vroom.  M.  A.,  B.  D. 

Professor  of  Classics, 
Rev.  C.  E.  Willets,  M.  A.,  D.  C.  L. 

Fellow  and  Professor  of  Mathemetics,  Natural  Philosophy,  and 

Engineering. 

W.  R.  Butler,  Esq.,  M.  Eng. 

Fellow  and  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Geology,  and  Mining. 
G.  T.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  B.  A.  Sc,  D.  Sc,  F.  G.  S. 

Professor  of  English  Literature,  Economics,  and  History. 
C.  G.  D.  Roberts,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  F.  R  S.  C. 
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Professor  of  Modem  Languages, 
H.  LoTHAR  Sober,  Esq. 

Professor  of  Divinity. 
Rev.  F.  W.  Vroom.  M.  A.,  B.  D. 

Tutor  in  Science, 

Bursar  : 
Professor  Butler. 

Librarian  and  Scientific  Curator. 
Professor  Kennedy. 


FACULTY  OF  DIVINITY. 


The  Rev.  the  President,  {ex  officio.) 

Professor  of  Divinity : 
Rev.  F.  W.  Vroom,  M.  A.,  B.  D. 

Lecturer  in\Ganon  Law  and  Ecclesiastical  Polity : 
JTHEiREV.  Canon  Partridge,  D.  D, 

Lecturer  in  Apologetics: 
Rev.  J.  Haslam,  M.  A. 

Lecturer  in  Old  Testament  Exegesis: 
The  Ven.  Archdeacon  Smith,  D.  D. 


FACULTY  OF  CIVIL  LAW. 


The  Rev.  The  President,  D.  C.  L.  {ex  officio.) 

Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Townshend,  B.  C.  L, 

Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon,  D.  C.  L. 
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LAW  SCHOOL. 
(Opened,  Oct.  1892,  at  St.  John,  New  BruTiawick,) 


Historical. 

King's  College  was  founded  A.  D.,  1789,  by  an  Act  of  the  Provin- 
cial Legislature,  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  the  Right  Reverend 
Charles  Inglis,  D.D.,  first  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia.  For  this  founda- 
tion funds  were  granted  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and 
subsequently  by  the  British  Government. 

By  the  Royal  Charter  granted  in  1802,  all  the  privileges  of  a 
University  were  conferred  on  King's  College,  which  thus  became  the 
first  University  of  British  origin  established  in  Canada. 

A  Provincial  Act  incorporating  the  Governors  of  King's  College 
and  annulling  the  Act  of  1789,  was  passed  April  4th,  1853.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation  shall  not  be  affected 
by  it  further  than  is  necessary  to  give  effect  to  its  own  enactments* 

The  Patron  of  the  University  is  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to 
whose  approval  '*  all  Statutes,  Rules  and  Ordinances"  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  are  subject  by  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
recorded  in  the  Statutes  of  the  University. 

King's  College  is  open  to  students  of  all  denominations,  and  im- 
poses no  religions  test  either  on  entrance  or  on  graduation  in  any 
faculty,  excepting  that  of  Divinity. 

The  University  confers  degrees  in  Arts,  Divinity,  Law,  Engineer- 
ing and  Science.     The  School  of  Engineering  was  added  in  1871. 

Candidates  for  Matriculation  may  now  be  examined  at  distant 
centres,  under  special  regulations,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Calendar. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  University  five  Schoolsjto  matriculated 
students. 

I.  The  School  of  Arts. 
IL  "        "  Divinity. 

III.  "         "  Engineering. 

IV.  "        *•  Science. 

V.  "        "  Civil  Law. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY. 

The  foundation  of  the  Library  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  first 
Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  may  be  placed  in  the  year  1790. 
Several  contributions  in  money  had  previously  been  received,  but  it 
was  not  till  that  year  that  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  books. 
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The  orignal  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qovemors  was  not  more 
than  £250  sterling, ^nd  was  intrusted  to  Mr.  Inglis  (afterwards 
Bishop,)  son  of  the  Bishop,  and  a  irraduate  of  the  University,  who 
repaired  to  England  in  1800,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  books. 
The  names  of  Dr.  Moore,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Porteous, 
Bishop  of  Rochester ;  William  Wiberforce,  Sir  S.  Bernard  Morland, 
John  Eardly  Wilmot,  ^.  P.,  and  others,  thus  became  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  the  Library. 

Munificent  gifts  from  the  University  of  Oxford  continued  to 
increase  the  value  of  the  collection,  which  was  further  cnri^ed  by 
gifts  from  various  English  gentlemen,  and  from  others  settled  in 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  room  in  the  College  building  set  apart  for  many  years  for  a 
Library  Hall,  was  completed  in  1810  at  the  expense  of  Sir  Thomas 
Strange  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Subsequently  valuable  works  were  presented  by  Drs.  Bayard  and 
McCulloch,  and  by  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 

Among  later  benefactors  may  be  mentioned  Dr.  Greswell  of 
Worcester  College,  Oxford  ;  The  Smithsonian  Institute  ;  The  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster  ; 
T.  B.  Akins,  Esq.,  D.  C.  L  ;  The  Society  of  Incorporated  Alumni  of 
King's  College  ;  E.  Binney,  Esq.;  C.  Cogswell,  Esq.,  M.  D. ;  The  Dom- 
inion Government ;  The  Radical  Bay  Club;  The  Haliburton  Club; 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  United  States ;  American  Institute  of 
Mining  Engineers ;  The  Royal  Society ;  The  Religious  Tract  Society  ; 
The  Rev.  George  McCawley,  D.  D.;  The  late  Rev.  Canon  Hensley,D. 
D.;  General  Sir.  W.  F.  Williams,  K.  C.  B. ;  The  late  Bishop  of  Nova 
Scotia ;  The  Right  Rev.  D.  Rigaud,  late  Bishop  of  Antigua  ;  The 
Rev.  George  Morris ;  The  late  Rev,  G.  W.  Hodgson,  M.  A.,  and  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen. 

This  large  collection  of  books  now  numbering  about  10,000 
volumes,  contained  till  the  year  1870  in  a  single  room  in  the  Col- 
lege building,  was  then  removed  to  the  new  hall  specially  built  for 
the  purpose  and  presented  to  the  University  by  the  Incorporated 
Alumni.  It  contains  a  large  number  of  standard  works  of  reference 
in  Theology,  which  is  by  far  the  richest  department  in  the  Library, 
and  a  fair  selection  of  the  great  Greek  and  Latin  Classics. 

In  modern  History  and  Belles-Lettres  it  is  very  poorly  supplied. 

It  is  also  much  to  be  desired  that  some  well-wisher  to  the  College 
would  present  some  volumes  of  German  Literature  to  the  Library ^ 
which  contain  scarcely  any  German  books. 

Id  Science  some  recent  standard  works  have  from  time  to  time 
been  added,  and  next  to  Theology  and  Classics,  this  is  the  largest 
department.  The  languages  of  Modern  Europe  are  not  so  well  repre- 
sented 
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In  spite  of  many  blankn,  the  Library  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
Province,  and  contains  all  the  elements  requisite  for  making  it  a 
thoroughly  well  appointed  and  efficient  Reference  Library. 

There  is  no  special  Library  Fund,  except  the  fee  from  students, 
and  the  collection  can  only  be  increased  by  grants  of  money  from 
the  Governors,  the  occasional  lapsing  of  the  ^Welsford  prize  money, 
and  the  benefactions  of  friends  of  the  University. 


THE  MUSEUM. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


GEOLOGY   AND  MINERALOGY. 

The  Geological  Specimens,  many  of  which  are  very  fine,  illustrate 
the  most  prominent  features  of  general  Geology,  but  the  majority 
have  been  collected  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  are  especially  adapted  to 
show  the  character  of  the  Fossil  Flora  and  FaUna  of  the  Province. 
There  are  several  collections,  which  may  be  discriminated  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  The  W.  B.  Almon  Collection  presented  over  forty  years  ago 
by  Mrs.  W.  B.  Almon,  of  Halifax,  contains,  with  many  minerals  and 
a  few  shells,  a  considerable  number  of  rock  specimens  anct  a  few 
fossils,  chiefly  from  Scotland,  collected  by  the  late  W.  B.  Almon,  M.D. 

2.  The  Governors'  Collection  consists  of  coal  fossils  obtained  in 
1860,  at  the  expense  of  the  Governors  of  the  College ;  these  were 
collected  by  Professor  How,  with  the  valuable  assistance  of  a  party 
headed  by  Richard  Brown,  Sr.,  Esq.,  then  agent  at  the  Sydney 
Mines,  who  from  long  study  was  familiar  with  the  district.  Many 
of  the  specimens  are  exceedingly  fine,  and  some  are  of  large  size.^ 

3.  The  Alumni  Collection  consists  of  Silurian  and  Devonian 
Fossils,  chiefly  from  Arisaig,  N.  S.,  collected,  named  and  arranged 
stratigraphically  by  Dr.  Honeyman ;  purchased  and  presented  in 
1861  by  the  Alumni  of  King's  College. 

4.  The  Australian  Collection  consists  of  specimens  obtained 
through  Colonel  Nelson,  in  1863,  from  Sir  William  Dennison,  then 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  in  exchange  for  Nova  Scotian 
specimens  from  the  College  Cabinet,  sent  by  Professor  How.  It 
contains  some  beautiful  fossils,  and  is  arranged  stratigraphically ; 
its  value  is  increased  by  an  accompanying  large  detailed  colored 
section  made  by  the  Government  Examiner  of  Coal  Fields  under 
instructions  from  Sir  William  Dennison. 
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6.  A  collection  of  British  Fossils,  chiefly  Silurian  and  Devonian, 
obtained  through  Dr.  McCawIey  in  exchange  for  Nova  Scotian 
specimens  sent  by  Professor  How  from  the  College  Cabinet,  in  1860 
to  Captain,  now  Sir  James  An/ierson. 

6.  A  collection  from  Earope,  illustrating  chiefly  the  nature  of 
tsrystalline  and  sedimentary  rocks,  purchased  by  the  Governors. 

7.  Several  collections,  some  of  which  are  unnamed,  and  single 
specimens,  given  and  obtained  by  exchange  at  various  times ;  of 
these  it  will  suffice  to  name  ;  Reptilian  Tracks  of  great  geological 
interest  presented  by  the  widow  of  their  discoverer,  the  late  Dr. 
Harding ;  valuable  Fossils,  chiefly  carboniferous,  presented  by  H. 
Poole.  Esq. ;  Silurian  Fossils  from  Arisaig,  presented  by  H.  Hill, 
Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Antigonish ;  Coal  Plants  from  Cumberland  County, 
presented  by  Rev.  Mr.  Townshend,  Rector  of  Amherst;  Cretaceous 
Fossils  from  England,  presented  by  C.  B.  Bowman,  Esq.,  and  Dr. 
Honeyman ;  Silurian  and  Carboniferous  Fossils  of  Nova  Scotia,  from 
Professor  How ;  Rocks  and  Minerals  from  the  Dominion  'Govern- 
ment ;^  Devonian  Corals  of  Ontario  and  Canadian  Rocks  from 
Professor  Spencer. 


The  Mineralogical  specimens  represent  the  most  important  species 
of  Minerals, — some  of  them  are  of  great  beauty.  They  consist  of 
those  in  the  collection  of  Zeolites  collected  at  the  expense  of  the 
Governors,  and  of  various  others  obtained  by  gifts  and  exchange, 
as  mentioned  with  regard  to  the  geological  department.  Sir  Rupert 
Oeorge  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Robertson,  Rector  of  Wilmot ;  H.  Brown,  Esq., 
Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Victoria,  formerly  a  distin- 
tinguished  student  in  Science  at  this  College ;  Rev.  J.  Ambrose  ;  Rev. 
-J.  C.  Cochran  ;  C.  B  Bowman,  Esq. ;  J.  Bowman,  Esq. ;  Rev.  D.  W. 
Pickett;  Hon.  W.  Odell,  and  Professor  How,  have  presented  inter- 
•esting  specimens. 

ZOOLOGY. 

The  Willis  Collection  consists  of  specimens  fully  illustrating  Nova 
Scotia  Mollusca,  named,  arranged,  and  presented  by  late  J.  R.  Willis, 
Esq. ;  a  collection  from  the  U.  S.  Government. 

The  department  is  further  illustrated  by  a  collection  of  foreign 
shells,  some  interesting  skulls  and  skins,  and  a  limited  number  of 
preserved  animals. 

BOTANY. 

The  Cogswell  Herbarium,  bound  in  fine  imperial  folio  volumes, 
xsontains  a  fine  systematically  arranged  collection  of  Phoenogamous 
and  Cryptogamous  Plants  of  Great  Britain,  presented  by  Dr. 
Oogswell. 

The  Gossip  Herbarium  consists  of  a  small  number  of  Scottish 
Plants  presented  by  Dr.  Gossip.  ' 
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The  Willis  Herbarium  consists  of  Nova  Scotia  Algae  and  Terres- 
tial  Plants,  presented  by  late  J.  R.  Willis,  Esq. 

The  Strange  Herbarium  consists  of  a  considerable  number  of 
East  India  Plants,  presented  in  1805,  by  Sir  T.  Strange. 

The  Ball  Herbarium  of  Nova  Scotia  consisting  of  about  250 
species,  presented  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Ball. 

There  are  also  a  few  woods,  barks,  leaves  and  fruit — from  various 
sources-^presented  by  C.  B.  Bowman,  Esq.,  Hon.  W.  J.  Almon,  WL 
D.,  and  other  benefactors. 

THE  QENERAX   COLLECTION, 

The  General  Collection  consists  of  various  curiosities  from  diff- 
erent parts  of  the  world,  and  a  small  but  choice  cabinet  of  coins. 
Other  interesting  curiosities  are  the  beautiful  Indian  Pipe  from 
Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  the  models  of  the  leaning  Tower  and  the 
Baptistry  at  Pisa,  and  the  memorials  of  Gens.  Williams  and  Inglis,. 
which  include  the  sword  worn  by  the  former  throughout  the  siege 
of  Kars,  and  that  used  by  the  latter  during  the  defence  of  Lucknow. 
There  is  also  a  model  of  the  Cawnpore  Memorial  Cross,  formed  of 
wood  from  the  house  in  the  courtyard  of  which  the  women  and 
children  were  massacred. 

The  College  possesses  also  a  number  of  autographs  of  royal  and 
distinguishea  personages  ;  one  of  Thomas  Moore,  the  poet,  inscribed 
in  a  copy  of  Lucian,  presented  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit. 

The  Coins  illustrate  the  Numismatics  of  Rome,  and  most  of  th& 
countries  of  the  modern  world. 

The  different  departments  of  the  museum  are  arranged  in  twenty- 
four  flat  cases,  supported  by  the  balustrade  surrounding  the  gallery, 
and  five  large  table  cases  all  glazed  and  provided  with  lock  and  key. 
The  large  specimens  which  could  not  be  conveniently  .placed  in^ 
cases  are  arranged  on  shelves  or  distributed  in  different  parts  of  the^ 
hall. 

The  friends  of  Science  in  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewhere  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  contribute  specimens  to  the  Museum  of  King's 
College.  The  steps  which  have  been  lately  taken  by  the  Governors 
to  provide  suitable  cases  for  the  arrangement  and  display  of  the 
contents  of  the  Museum  in  the  fine  Hall  erected  at  the  expense  of 
the  Alumni,  offer  a  guarantee  that  the  liberality  of  donors  will  be 
carefully  recognized  and  fully  recorded. 

A  superb  collection  of  Loyalist  China,  over  three  hundredpieces, 
arranged  in  three  cases,  was  presented  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  Weldon». 
on  the  79th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Loyalists  in  New 
Brunswick.       • 
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In  the  library,  in  addition  to  a  number  of  Photographs,  there  are 
several  large  Oil  Paintings — ^including  those  of  the  late  Drs. 
McCawIey  and  Cochran,  Rev.  Charles  Porter,  A.  M.,  the  late  Dr.  J. 
T.  Twining,  and  of  Paul  Mascarene.  There  are  also  marble  busts  of 
Oeneral  Williams,  and  of  Cicero  and  Demosthenes. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  donors  will  send  their  contribu- 
tions of  Books,  Coins  and  Curiosities,  addressed  to  the  Librarian, 
itnd  of  Natural  History  specimens  to  the  Naiural  History  Curator, 
King's  College  Museum,  Windsor,  N.  S.,  in  order  that  the  receipt 
<nay  be  duly  acknowledged,  and  the  donation  recorded  in  the  yearly 
Calendars  as  heretofore. 

The  Annual  Calendar  of  1892,  contains  132  pages. 
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Acadia  University,  WolMe,  N.  8. 


GOVERNORS  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

[Governors  appointed  by  the  Baptist  Convention  of  the  Maritime  Province,  (see  Act,  19th  May,  1801).! 

REV.  A.  W.  SAWYER,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

PresidoDt  of  the  University,  ex  officio. 

MEMBERS  WHOSE  TERM  OF  OFFICE  EXPIRES  IN  1892. 


Colin  W.  Roscoe,  M.  A., 
Wlliam  Cumminqs,  Esq., 
•Herbert  C.  Creed,  M.  A., 
Rev.  S.  B.  Kempton,  M.  A. 


Edwin  D.  King,  M,  A.,  Q.  C, 
*F.  H.  Eaton,  M.  A., 
Rev.  a.  Cohoon,  M.  A., 
WiLLARD  O.  Wright,  B.  A. 


MEMBERS  WHOSE  TERM  OF  OFFICE  EXPIRES  IN  1895. 


*B.  H.  Eaton,  M.  A.  Q.  C, 
William  C.  Bill,  Esq., 
Rupert  Q.  Halbt,  Esq., 
George  Q.  King,  M.  P., 


C.  B.  Whidden,  Esq., 
Hon.  a.  F.  Randolph, 
*A.  P.  Shand,  Esq. 

*C.  M.  WOODWORTH,  B.  A. 


members  whose  term  op  OFFICE  EXPIRES  IN  1898. 

*Rev.  T.  a.  Higgins,  D.  D.,  G.  J.  C.  White.  B.  A., 

*Rev.  J.  W.  Manning,  B,  A.,  Harris  H.  Crosby,  Esq., 

W.  F.  Parker,  B.  A.,  H.  H.  Chute,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P., 

Hon.  J.  W.  Johnstone,  D.  C.  L.,  Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders,  D.  D. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Kempton,  M.  A.,  Secretary, 

X.  Z.  Chipman,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GOVERNORS. 


A.  W.  Sawyer. 

B.  H.  Eaton. 
R.  V.  Jones. 
I.  B.  Oakes. 


E.  M.  Saunders. 
S.  B.  Kempton. 

C.  W.  Roscoe. 

D.  F.  Higgins, 


Secretary. 


"Nominated  by  the  Associated  Alumni. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTMENTS. 

E.  D.  King,  Chairman.  C.  W.  Roscoe. 

D.  McN.  Parker.  J.  P.  Chipman. 

J.  Desbrisat.  X.  Z.  Chipman. 

Treasurer, 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY. 

Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Moderator. 

D.  F.  HiGGiNS,  Ph.  D.,  Vice-Moderator. 
L.  E.  WoRTMAN,  M.  A.,  Secretary. 

E.  M.  Eeirstead,  M.  A.,  Treasurer. 

The  Professors  of  the  University  and  Seminary,  and  Princi- 
pals OF  Academy,  ex  officio.  - 

Va^cating  Ojffice  in  189^. 

Rev.  S.  McC.  Black,  M.  A.  Rev.  G.  O.  Gates,  M.  A. 

"    F.  D.  Crawley,  B.  A.  "    J.  E.  Hopper.  D.  D. 

"    P.  A.  McEwen.  E.  W.  Sawyer,  B.  A. 

W.  M.  Mc Vicar.  B.  A.  F.  M.  SHAifr,  B.  A. 
Rev.  S.  Welton,  M.  A. 

Vaca;ting  Office  in  1897, 

H.  H.  Bligh,  M.A.,  Q.C.  J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D. 

J.  S.  Rogers,  B.A.,  LlB.  Hon.  Judge  J.  P.  Chipman,  M.A. 

Rev.  E.  p.  Coldwell,  B.A.  H.  T.  Ross,  LL.B. 

C.  H.  McIntyre,  B.A.  S.  W.  Cummings,  B.  A. 

A.  K.  DeBlois,  Ph.  D. 

Vacating  Office  in  1890. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Warren,  M.A.  A.  DeW.  Barss,  M.D. 

J.  E.  Parsons,  B.A.  Rev.  W.  H.  Robinson,  B.A. 

A.  J.  Pineo,  B.A.  H.  a.  Lovitt,  B.A. 

I.  B.  Oakes,  M.A.  Miss  Alice  Fitch,  M.A. 

Rev.  J.  Bancroft,  B.A. 


THE  FACULTY. 


REV.  A.  W.  SAWYER,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President, 
Professor  of  Psychology  and  Metaphysics. 

D.  F.  HIGGINS,  M.  A..  Ph.  D., 
Professor  of  Mathematics. 

R.  V.  JONES,  M.A.,  Ph.  D., 
J.  W.  Barss  Professor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages. 
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REV.  E.  M.  KEIRSTEAD.  M.  A., 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

A.  E.  COLDWELL,  M.  A., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

L.  E.  WORTMAN,  M.  A. 
Professor  of  French  and  German. 

J.  F.  TUFTS,  M.  A., 
Mark  Curry  Professor  of  History  and  Political  Economy. 

FRANK  R.  HALEY,  M.  A.. 
Alumni  Professor  of  Physics  and  Astronomy. 

» 

Professor  of  English  Language  and  Literature. 

H.  N.  SHAW,  B.  A.. 
Instructor  in  Elocution  and  Director  of  Gymnasium. 

A.  DeW.  BARSS,  M.  D.. 
Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

EVERETT  W.  SAWYER,  B.  A. 
Instructor  in  Latin  and  English. 

A.  E.  COLDWELL, 
Curator   of    Museum. 

L.  E.  WORTMAN, 
Librarian. 

Fourth  year  Under-fjraduate  Students — for  B.A 25 

Third       *'  "  "  "     "     22 

Second    "  "  "  "     "     26 

First        "  "  "  "     •'     33 


• 


Total  Under-gradrfates  in  Arts 106 

Special  Students  "      12 

Total  "      118 

The  financial  year  of  the  University  dates  from  the  first  of 
August 

The  first  session  of  the  Academy  and  Seminary  begins  the  first 
Wednesday  in  September.  The  first  session  of  the  Arts  Department 
of  the  University  opens  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  September. 

In  April  of  each  year  occurs  an  Elocutionary  Recital,  in  which  all 
.the  members  of  the   Sophomore  Class  take  part.     A  record  is  kept 

•  Temporary  proviiion  is  made  for  the  work  of  this  department  until  the  appoint- 
menr  of  a  Profttsor. 
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to  indicate  the  excellence  of  the  respective  members  of  the  class  in 
this  exercise. 

The  Junior  Exhibition  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  first  session,  at 
which  time  orations  prepared  by  members  of  the  Class  are  delivered 
in  a  public  assembly. 

On  the  first  Thursday  in  June  the  anniversary  of  the  College  is 
commemorated,  at  which  time  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
graduation  of  students  and  the  conferring  of  degrees,  are  observed 
Dy  the  authorities  of  the  University. 

The  College  Library  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  books 
especially  selected  for  the  use  of  students.  Books  can  be  taken  from 
the  Library-room  subject  to  proper  regulations.  The  Library  is  also 
open  five  afternoons  of  the  week,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Librarian,  for  convenience  in  consulting  works  of  reference.  The 
leading  Canadian,  American  atid  English  periodicals  are  kept  in  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  the  students. 

The  Library  receives  donations  both  of  money  and  of  books; 
additions  are  also  made  to  it  by  means  of  the  annual  income  of  the 
De Wolfe  Library  Fund. 

The  Scientific  Rooms  are  provided  with  sufficient  apparatus  for  a 
wide  range  of  experiments  in  Chemistry  and  Physics.  Special  pro- 
vision is  made  for  students  in  Practical  Chemistry.  Considerable 
material  has  also  been  collected  to  illustrate  studies  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Biology.  The  Museum  is  well  furnished  with  collections 
from  various  parts  of  the  world  illustrative  of  the  departments  of 
Geology,  Mineralogy  and  Botany. 

In  addition  to  the  assignments  in  Elocution,  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  advanced  study  in  this  department  A  course  for  four 
years  is  marked  out,  and  students  who  successfully  pass  the  re- 
quired examinations  will  receive  a  diploma  for  the  same. 

Though  none  of  the  present  courses  of  study  includes  Vocal  Music, 
yet  it  is  desirable  that  all  students,  as  far  as  possible,  should  give 
some  attention  to  this  subject.  Classes  under  the  direction  of  the 
teacher  of  Elocution  are  formed  for  practice  in  singing,  at  such 
times  as  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular  appointments  of  class 
work. 

A  large  and  convenient  campus  gives  abundant  opportunities  for 
Athletic  Games  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  There  is  also  on  the 
University  grounds  a  large  and  well-equipped  Gymnasium.  From 
the  first  of  November  to  the  first  of  April,  the  students  have  regular 
gymnastic  drill  under  the  Director  of  the  Gymnasium.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  this  practice  is  highly  conductive  to  the  health 
of  the  students. 
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REV.  E.  M.  KEIRSTEAD.  M.  A., 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

A.  E.  COLDWELL,  M.  A., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Geology. 

L.  E.  WORTMAN,  M.  A. 
Professor  of  French  and  German. 

J.  F.  TUFTS,  M.  A., 
Mark  Curry  Professor  of  History  and  Political  Economy, 

FRANK  R.  HALEY,  M.  A.. 
Alumni  Professor  of  Physics  and  Astronomy. 

» 

Professor  of  English  Language  and  Literature. 

H.  N.  SHAW.  B.  A., 
Instructor  in  Elocution  and  Director  of  Gymnasium. 

A.  DeW.  BARSS,  M.  D., 
Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

EVERETT  W.  SAWYER,  B.  A. 
Instructor  in  Latin  and  English. 

A.  E.  COLDWELL, 

Curator   of    Museum. 

L.  E.  WORTMAN, 
Librarian. 

Fourth  year  Under-^raduate  Students — for  B.A 25 

Third       **  "  "  "     "     22 

Second    "  "  "  "    "     26 

First        "  *'  "  "     •*     33 

Total  Under-gradtfates  in  Arts 106 

Special  Students  "      12 

Total  "      118 

The  financial  year  of  the  University  dates  from  the  first  of 
August. 

The  first  session  of  the  Academy  and  Seminary  begins  the  first 
Wednesday  in  September.  The  first  session  of  the  Arts  Department 
of  the  University  opens  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  September. 

In  April  of  each  year  occurs  an  Elocutionary  Recital,  in  which  all 
.the  members  of  the   Sophomore  Class  take  part.     A  record  is^kept 

*  Temporary  provision  is  made  for  the  work  of  this  department  until  the  appc^t- 
mentr  of  a  Professor. 
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to  indicate  the  excellence  of  the  respective  members  of  the  class  in 
this  exercise. 

The  Junior  Exhibition  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  first  session,  at 
which  time  orations  prepared  by  members  of  the  Class  are  delivered 
in  a  public  assembly. 

On  the  first  Thursday  in  June  the  anniversary  of  the  College  is 
commemorated,  at  which  time  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
graduation  of  students  and  the  conferring  of  degrees,  are  observed 
by  the  authorities  of  the  University. 

The  College  Library  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  books 
especially  selected  for  the  use  of  students.  Books  can  be  taken  from 
the  Library-room  subject  to  proper  regulations.  The  Library  is  also 
open  five  afternoons  of  the  week,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Librarian,  for  convenience  in  consulting  works  of  reference.  The 
leading  Canadian,  American  atid  English  periodicals  are  kept  in  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  the  students. 

The  Library  receives  donations  both  of  money  and  of  books ; 
additions  are  also  made  to  it  by  means  of  the  annual  income  of  the 
De Wolfe  Library  Fund. 

The  Scientific  Rooms  are  provided  with  sufficient  apparatus  for  a 
wide  range  of  experiments  in  Chemistry  and  Physics.  Special  pro- 
vision is  made  for  students  in  Practical  Chemistry.  Considerable 
material  has  also  been  collected  to  illustrate  studies  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Biology.  The  Museum  is  well  furnished  with  collections 
from  various  parts  of  the  world  illustrative  of  the  departments  of 
Geology,  Mineralogy  and  Botany. 

In  addition  to  the  assignments  in  Elocution,  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  advanced  study  in  this  department.  A  course  for  four 
years  is  marked  out,  and  students  who  successfully  pass  the  re- 
quired examinations  will  receive  a  diploma  for  the  same. 

Though  none  of  the  present  courses  of  study  includes  Vocal  Music, 
yet  it  is  desirable  that  all  students,  as  far  as  possible,  should  give 
some  attention  to  this  subject.  Classes  under  the  direction  of  the 
teacher  of  Elocution  are  formed  for  practice  in  singing,  at  such 
times  as  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular  appointments  of  class 
work. 

A  large  and  convenient  campus  gives  abundant  opportunities  for 
Athletic  Games  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  There  is  also  on  the 
University  grounds  a  large  and  well-equipped  Gymnasium.  From 
the  first  of  November  to  the  first  of  April,  the  students  have  regular 
gymnastic  drill  under  the  Director  of  the  Gymnasium.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  this  practice  is  highly  conductive  to  the  health 
of  the  students. 
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Acadia  College  was  founded  by  the  N.  S.  Education  Society  in 
1838.  In  the  follovnng  year  application  was  made  to  the  N.  S. 
House'*of  Assembly  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  with  the  title : 
"  The  Trustees,  Qovernors  and  Fellows  of  the  Queen's  Collef^e."  An 
Act  creating  such  a  corporation  with  the  powers  of  a  University 
was  passed  in  1840.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  this 
Act  was  amended  by  changing  the  name  to  Acadia  College. 

In  1851  the  power  of  appointing  the  Governors  of  the  College 
was  transferred  from  the  N.  S.  Education  Society  to  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  the  Maritime  Provinces. 


Annual  Calendar,  1892,  51  pagea     Later  additions  announce  ex- 
tensions of  the  curriculum. 
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St.  Franois  Mer  College  and  Acalemy,  Antigonisli,  N.  8. 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS. 

COovemon  in  communion  with  the  Roman  Oatholio  Ohuroh,  (See  Act,  10th  Majrob,  1882).  ] 

His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Antigonish,  Chairman  ex-offi/do). 
Rev.  John  Shaw,  P.  P.  William  Qerrior,  Esq. 

Rev.  N.  McNeil,  D.  D.  C.  F.  McIsaac,  Esq.,  M.  L.  C. 

Rev.  D.  a.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Sec,  Treaa.  Board  of  Governors. 


TEACHING  STAFF. 


Rev.  a.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Latin  and  Ethics. 

Rev.  a.  MacDonald,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Metaphysics,  Latin  and 
English. 

Rev.  a.  J.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  French  and  Mathematics. 

Rev.  D.  a.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek. 

Rev.  a.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Physics. 

Hugh  McPherson,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 


COLLEGE  OFFICIALS. 

Rev.  D.  a.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Rector. 

Rev.  a.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  Vice-Rector. 

Rev.  a.  McDonald,  D.  D.,  Prefect  of  Studies. 


Total  Students  in  attendance,  136. 


St.  Francis  Xavier's  College  was  founded  in  1854  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Colin  F.  McEinnon,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  Arichat,  for  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  students  aspiring  to  the  priesthood  and  to  the  learned  pro- 
fessions. In  this  respect  it  has  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Founder,  and  has  moreover  been  a  chief  factor  in  supplying  teachers 
for  the  Counties  of  Antigonish,  Inverness,  Richmond  and  Cape 
Breton. 

In  1866  the  College  received  University  powers  by  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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THE  LIBRARY. 

The  library  consists  of  about  2700  volumes.  Over  fifty  years  ago 
a  student  named  John  Ryan,  of  Halifax,  died  in  the  Propaganda 
College,  Rome.  In  his  will  he  bequeathed  his  property  to  the  Church 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  after  the  division  into  two  dioceses,  that  of 
Arichat  received  its  share  of  Ryan's  bequest,  part  of  which  was  a 
large  library  purchased  in  Rome.  The  present  College  Library  is 
in  great  part  made  up  of  the  Ryan  collection,  but  both  Bishop  Mc- 
Kinnon  and  Bishop  Cameron  contributed  from  their  own  libraries 
many  valuable  works.  The  late  Rev.  Alexander  McLeod,  of  Arisaig ; 
Rev.  John  V.  MacDonell,  St.  Andrews ;  Rev.  John  Quinan,  of  Main- 
a-dieu,  and  Rev.  John  McDougall,  Red  Islands,  also  beaueathed  their 
libraries  to  the  College.  Formerly  the  library  books  were  used 
principally  for  reference,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been  utilized 
in  supplying  good  reading  matter  to  students,  and  thus  cultivating 
their  acquaintiEince  with  past  and  contemporary  English  literature. 
A  drawback  is  want  of  revenue,  and  donations  are  solicited. 

Annual  Calendar,  1892,  23  pages. 
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The  Fresbytierian  College,  Fine  Hill,  Halifax,  N.  S. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGEMENT. 


(Appointsd  by  the  General  Aisemblj  of  the  Presbyterian  ohiirch  in  Canada.) 


Dr.  Burns,  Chairman, 

Hev.  T.  Sedgewick,  Chairman. 

Principal  McKnight,  D.  D., 

Dr.  Currie, 

Dr.  Pollok, 

Dr.  McCulloch, 

President  Forrest,  D.  D., 

Rev.  Allan  Simpson, 
"     J.  McMillan,  B.  A., 
"     J.  S.  Carruthers, 
"     E.  Scott.  M.  A., 
"     Jamel  McLean, 
"     E.  D.  Miller,  B.  A., 


Rev.  L.  G.  McNeill,  M.  A. 
Neil  Mckay, 
D.  M.  Gordon,  B.  D., 
T.  Stewart,  B.  D., 
A.  B.  Dickie, 
H.  H.  McPherson,  M.  A., 
G.  A.  Leck. 

D  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  M.  P., 

R.  Baxter,  Esq. 

R.  Murray,  Esq., 

Jas.  Walker  Esq.,  M.  D., 

Ed.  Jack,  Esq., 

Hugh  Mackenzie,  Esq. 


II 


11 


It 


II 


II 


II 


SENATE. 
Principal  McKnight,  Chairman.  Rev.  H.  H.  McPherson,  M.  A. 


11 


II 


Dr.  Currie,  Clerk. 
"    Pollok, 
Dr.  Burns, 
Macrae, 
President  Forrest,  D.  D., 
Rev.  p.  M.  Morrison, 
**    Thomas  Gumming, 
"    A.  Simpson, 


"    D.  M.  Gordon.  B.  D, 
"    G.  Bruce,  B.  A., 
R.  Laing,  M.  a., 
T.  Fowler. 
R.  Murray. 

Prof.  Macdonald,  M.  A., 
"    Seth,  M.  a. 


11 


II 


COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINERS. 


Rev.  p.  M.  Morrison,  Convener, 
"    A.  Simpson, 
"    H.  H.  McPherson,  M.  A., 
*'   T.  Gumming, 


President  Forrest,  D.  D., 
Professor  Macdonald,  M.  A., 
Seth,  M.  A., 
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PROFESSORS. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  McKnight,  D.  D.,  Principal  and  Professor 
of  Theology. 

The  Rev.  John  Currie,  D.  D..  Professor  of  Hebrew  and  Biblical 
Literature, 

The  Rev.  Allan  Pollok,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Church  History  and 
Pastoral  Theology, 

LECTURERS. 

The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Falconer,  B.  A.  (Lond.),  M.  A.  and  B.  D.  (Edin.), 
New  Testament  Introduction  and  Exegesis, 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Carrqthers,  Instructor  in  Elocution, 


LIBRARY. 
Contains  over  nine  tboasand  volumes. 


STUDENTS. 

Senior  year  Undergraduates « .  • «  9 

Middle    "                "                7 

Junior     "                "                11 

Partial  Course 1 

Total...    28 

Calendar,  with  examination  papers,  1892,  36  pages. 
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St  Anne's  College,  Chupch  Point,  Digby  Co.,  N.  S. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


[Direoton  in  communion  with  the  Romftn  Catholic  Church.    (See  Act  80th  April,  1892).] 

Reverend  Gustave  Blanche, 

Joseph  Haquin, 
Francois  Ozanne, 
AiME  Morris, 
Phileas  F.  Bourgeois,  A.  M. 


« 
(I 

u 


(Calendar  not  yet  published.) 

This  institution  was  founded  in  1890,  by  Bev.  Oustave  Blanche 
and  other  religious  of  the  congregation  of  the  Eudist  Fathers,  whom 
the  Most  Reverend  C.  O'Brien,  Archbishop  of  Halifax,  called  from 
France  for  that  purpose. 

The  present  building  known  as  St.  Anne's  College  is  a  commodi- 
ous structure,  four-story  building,  110  x  50  feet,  and  thoroughly 
well  equipped  in  all  its  departments. 

The  teaching  embraces  the  Classical  and  Commercial  courses, 
instruction  in  each  being  given  through  the  medium  of  French  and 
English. 

In  April,  1892,  the  institution  was  incorporated  and  chartered  as 
a  college  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  with  power  to  grant 
Academic  degrees  on  graduates  in  Arts  and  Sciences. 

The  Faculty  is  composed  of  eleven  professors,  this  year.  Three 
are  teaching  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  Department,  four  in  the  Eng- 
lish Commercial  and  Business  course,  and  three  in  the  French 
Department. 

Sixty-five  students  are  following  the  various  classes. 

Two  of  the  professors  have  a  Grade  B  and  one  a  Grade  C  from 
the  Provincial  Normal  School.  Two  are  Bachelors  of  Arts  from  St. 
Francis  Xavier  College,  Antigonish.  One  is  a  Master  of  Arts  from 
Laval  University.  The  professors  from  France  have  all  graduated 
from  colleges  or  universities  where  they  completed  their  classical 
course. 

Printed  courses  of  study  containing  the  more  essential  informa- 
tion required  by  intending  students  have  been  published. 
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Sir,— 


EDUCATION  OFFICE. 

Halifax,  January,  1894. 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  Hif* 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  report  on  the  Public  »Schools  of 
Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  July  31, 1893. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MacKAT, 
Superintendent  of  Edueatian- 

To  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Fleldino,  M.  P.  P., 
Provincial  Secretary. 
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PART  I. 


GENERAL   REPORT,  1893. 


ANNUAL   REPORT 

ON  THE 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


To  His  Honor,  Malachy  Bowes  Daly, 

Lichbtenant'GQvernor  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  Please  Your  Honor, — 

I  beg  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  annual  report  on 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended  31st 
July,  1893. 

The  amendments  to  the  Education  Laws  which  received  your 
assent  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  1892,  have  changed  the  date  of  the 
termination  of  the  school  year  from  the  31st  of  October  to  the  31st  of 
July.  The  present  school  year  is  therefore  a  transition  term,  con- 
sisting necessarily  of  only  the  nine  months  between  the  Ist  of 
November,  1892,  and  the  31st  of  July,  1893,  forming  but  three- 
fourths  of  the  normal  school  year,  the  first  quarter  of  which  (namely, 
August.  September  and  October)  is  treated  as  missing. 

From  this  cause  alone  it  can  be  seen  that  comparison  between  the 
statistics  of  this  and  previous  years  can  not  be  satisfactorily  made  in 
many  cases. 

Besides  the  anomaly  referred  to,  there  is  also  some  considerable 
change  in  the  statistical  tables.  The  new  information  thus  collected 
will  not,  of  course,  be  available^  for  the  purpose  of  annual  comparisons 
until,  at  least,  the  lapse  of  another  year ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  will 
be  found  to  bq  not  only  interesting  but  valuable. 

For  much  detail  that  might  otherwise  appear  in  this  annual  report, 
I  refer  you  to  the  two  volumes  of  the  Journal  of  Education  issued 
semi-annually  in  April  and  October  to  the  secretaries  of  the  trustees 
of  each  school  section  in  the  Province  and  other  educational  officials, 
each  volume  containing  over  one  hundred  pages  similiar  to  those  of 
this  report. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  characteristic  of  the  year  is  the 
absence  of  any  serious  friction  in  the  carrying  into  effect  of  tK^ 
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numerous  chanj:i;es  incident  to  the  amendments  cited  above,  a  state  of 
affairs  testifying  to  a  high  degree  of  intelligence  and  executive  tact 
on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  trustees  as  a  general  rule,  and  to  the 
eminent  energy  and  ability  of  the  inspectoral  staff. 

The  number  of  school  sections  has  been  diminished  by  one  during 
the  year,  indicating  still  a  favorable  drift  of  sentiment  with  respect  tu 
the  very  important  matter  of  the  consolidation  of  small  or  weak  school 
sections.  Such  sections,  more  abundant  in  some  quarters  of  the 
province  than  in  others,  are  the-  cause  of  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  give  those  interested  in  our  educational  improvement  the 
giteaiest  an^iiety  and/laborl 

The  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  term  does  not  equal  three- 
fourths  of  the  attendance  of  the  preceding  normal  year,  which  was  an 
exceptionally  flourishing  period  with  regard  to  attendance.  It  is, 
however,  greater  than  the  corresponding  attendance  of  the  year  ended 
in  1891.  But  the  fact  that  the  number  of  pupils  daily  present  on  an 
average  was,  for  the  two  winter  quarters  of  the  present  year,  49,590 
*  as  against  only  49,493  of  the  previous  year,  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
apparent  falling  off  must  have  occurred  in  the  last  quarter,  owing 
probably  to  the  fact  that  the  new  regulations  brought  on  the  mid- 
summer vacation  about  the  beginning  of  July  instead  of  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  as  formerly.  This,  combined  with  the  severity 
of  the  winter  specially  referred  to  in  at  least  one  of  the  Inspector's 
reports  appended  hereto,  would  Jead  me  to  say,  that  in  respect  of 
attendance,  the  year  should  be  ranked  as  a  good  one  notwithstanding 
the  local  difficulties  affecting  attendance  in  some  districts. 

In  my  last  report  I  exiled  attention  to  the  extraordinary  increase 
in  the  money  voted  by  the  school  sections  for  building  and  repairs — 
an  increase  from  a  little  over  $51,000  to  something  over  S96,000. 
This  year  nearly  the  same  sum,  $95,68709,  has  been  voted  for  the 
shorter  term  of  three-quarters  of  a  calendar  year.  Nothing  can  more 
emphatically  demonstrate  the  enthusiastic  interest  being  developed 
throughout  the  province  in  the  matter  of  providing  superior  school- 
room accommodation  with  special  attention  to  improved  methods  of 
warming  and  ventilation. 

Last  year  I  was  glad  to  call  your  attention  to  a  hopeful  sign  of 
improvement  in  the  status  of  the  teaching  profession.  The  average 
salary  of  first-class  male  teachers  increased  forty  dollars,  and  of  first- 
class  female  teachers,  about  ten  dollars.  I  have  now  to  report  that 
the  advance  of  last  year  has  not  only  been  maintained  in  the  said 
classes  of  teachers,  but  has  been  still  further  advanced,  not  only  in 
respect  of  the  first-class  teachers,  but  in  respect  of  the  teachers  of 
every  class  of  both  sexes.  As  compared  with  three-fourths  of  their 
respective  average  salaries  of  the  previous  year,  classes  A  &  B,  males, 
were  better  by  $50.91  :  C,  males,  by  $13.68 ;  D,  males,  by  $17.13. 
Classes  A  tfc  B,  females,  by  $23.46  ;  C,'females,  by  $10.79  ;  D,  females, 
by  $3.06.  In  other  words,  the  average  annual  salaries  of  male 
teachers  of  the  first,  second  and  third  cla&ses  have  increased  over  $67, 
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$18  and  $22,  respectively  ;  and  of  female  teachers,  over  $31 ,  $14  and 
$4,  respectively,  during  the  year.  This  growing  estimation  in  which 
the  people  hold  efficient  teachers  accords  well  with  their  appreciation 
of  improved  school  accommodation  as  illustrated  in  the  preceding 
paragraph. 

The  following  statistical  abstract  will  give  a  general  view  of  the 
more  important  details  of  the  state  of  education  during  the  year. 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 

1. — School  Sections. 

Total  number  in  Province 1904 

in  1892 1905 

Decrease 1 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools 196 

2.— No.  of  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachebs,  &c. 

Total  No.  Schools  in  operation 2252 

No.  of  Schools  in  Session  50  days  or  under 37 

No.  over  50  days  and  up  to  100 67 

'•      100  days  and  up  to  150  days 219 

*•      150  days  and  under  full  term 913 

No.  full  term  (nine  months)  of  166  days 1016 

Average  No.  of  days  all  schools  were  in  Session 152.7 

No.  of  Teachers 2819 

No.  of  Licensed  Assistants « • :  •  24 

No.  of  Teachers  holding  Normal  School  Diploma 408 

Total  No.  RegiHtered  Pupils 94899 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School  during  year. 1  in  4.7 

No.  of  School  Libraries 89 

No.  of  School  Scientific  Collections 96 

3.— Classification  of  Teacheks. 


Academic. — (Class  A.  cl).    Male  Teachers 45 

<•             (Class  A.  cl).    Female  Teachers 3 

First  Class.— (Class  B).    Male  Teachers 169 

(Class  B).    Female  Teachers 169 

Second  Class.— (Class  C.)— Male  Tochers 216 

"              (Class  C.)— Female  Teachers 898 

Third  Class.— (Class  D).— Male  Teachers  152 

»•            (Class  D.)— Female  Teachers 667 

Total  Na  Male  Teachers 582 

"        Female  Teachers 1737 

No.  Male  Assistants • .  6 

No.  Female  Assistants 18 

4. — Period  of  Service  of  Teachers. 


1 , 


No.  of  New  Teachers 288 

No.  of  Old  Teachers,  but  new  to  Section 910 
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No.  of  Teachers  continued  in  same  Section   1121 

^0.  Teachers  whose  total  service  was  one  year  or  under. .  325 

No.  over  one  year  and  up  to  two 312 

two  years  and  up  to  three 301 

three  years  and  up  to  four  276 

four  years  and  up  to  five 211 

five  years  and  up  to  seven 295 

seven  years  and  up  to  ten 220 

ten  years  and  up  to  fifteen   199 

fifteen  years  and*  up  to  twenty .' 85 

twenty  years 95 


It 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


5. — Attendance  of  Pupils. 

Total  No.  of  pupils  on  register  at  end  of  second  quarter. .  78121 

No.  attended  during  second  quarter 78121 

Average  daily  attendance  second  quarter 49887 .2 

Per  cent,  attended   during  quarter  daily  present  on  an 

average. 63 . 8 

Total  No.  of  Pupils  on  Register  at  end  of  third  quarter. . .  84239 

1^0.  attended  during  quarter • 76928 

Average  daily  attendance 49292.9 

Per  cent,  attended  during   quarter,  daily  present  on  an 

average   64 . 

Kew  Pupils  attended  third  quarter 6117 

Enrolled  Pupils  who  did  not  attend  third  quarter 7310 

Total  No.  of  Pupils  on  Register  at  end  of  fourth  quarter.  94899 

No.  attended  during  quarter 77773 

Average  daily  attendance 48991 .4 

P^r  cent,  attended  during  quarter  daily  present  on  an 

average  •••••• 62. 9 

New  Pupils  attended  fourth  quarter ,. 9010 

Enrolled  pupils?  who  did  not  attend  fourth  quarter 15475 

Days  taught  first  half  year  (one  quarter)   119825.5 

•»             second  half  year  (two  quarters) 228051 . 5 

Total  days'  attendance ^rs^  half  year  (one  quarter) 2800799.5 

»•                 •'           second  half  year  (two  quarters) ....  4990577 . 5 

No.  of  Pupils  under  five  years  of  age  (1st  Aug.  1892)  ....  1221 

No.  between  Jive  and  fifteen  years            ••             ••     ....  85990 

No.  over  fifteen  years  (1st  Aug.,  1892) 9688 

Total  Annual  Enrolment k 94899 

No.  of  Boys 49775 

H       Girls 45124 

Total  days'  attendance  for  year 7824166 

Days'  taught  during  year 349020. 5 

Daily  present  on  an  average  during  year  50103 . 5 

Average  of  quarterly  percentages  of  attendance 63 . 5 

No.  of  Pupils  who  have  attended  20  days  or  less 10531 

••         •»             ••         ••         ••       over  20  and  up  to  50  days  19665 

II         li             •«         n         ••         H     50         "         100    "  26553 

II         u             ii         u         I.         II     lOD       "         150    *•  30494 

»•         »»             »•         »•         ».'         ••     150  days 7656 
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No.  of  Pupils  belonging  to  Section 90959 

"         "        from  beyond  limits  of  Section S940 

"       Deaf  and  Dumb  not  attending  Institution  in  Halifax  70 

It       Blind                       ••             '•                 '»             '»  10 

6. — Visitation  and  Prizes. 

No.  of  Visits  by  Trustees  and  Secretary 8011 

'1           ••       >'   Inspectors  and  other  School  OiHcials. . . .  2865 

••   other  Visitors 26963 

••       Parents  and  visitors  at  Public  Examination 17314 

"       Prizes  awarded 1760 

Value  of  Prizes  awarded V. . .  8791.58 

7.— Section  Statistics. 

Value   of  all   School   Property  belonginrr  to  Sections. 

(Not  including  the  City  of  Halifax)* S  1,032,890.42 

Valuation  of  Property  in  Section  according  to  last  as- 
sessment roll 73.848,513.00 

Total  amount  voted  at  last  annual  meeting  for  all  School 

purposes 413,448.85 

Amount  voted  for  building  and  repairs 96,687.09 

•'        of  Teachers*  Salaries  paid  during  year  by  sec- 
tions, (not  including  Provincial  Qranta). .....  279^355.00 

No.  of  Volumes  in  the  School  Libraries 4188 

Wall  Maps,  Charts  and  Globes 7108 

Value  of  all  Scientitic  Apparatus  and  Collections 6,577.65 

Value  of  total  Literary  and  Scientific  equipment 28,728.36 

8.— Classification  of  Pupilb. 

No.  of  Pupils  in  Kindergarten • 898 

••   Grade  I 17122 

••       •'       II 12516 

••         "         "       •»       III 11653 

"         "         •'       ••       IV   12283 

••       V 10566 

VI 9296 

VII 9831 

••       '^       VIII 6361 


ti         It 

it  u 


It  II 

II  II 

II  It  It  ii 

II  II 


••         "       "       IX 2506 

"         "         ••       "       X    1206 


11         11         II 
II         It 
II         II 


"       XI 497 

•       ••      XII 37 

not  "  graded  "  (Errors) .• I27 

Total  pupils  in  Public  Schools 9489g 

No.  ranked  in  the  Teachers*  Registers  as  of  High  School  Grade.  4246 

No.  of  these  rec'd  High  School  rank  in  the  County  Academies.  1397 

"  The  CltT  of  Halifax  oirns  School  property  estimated  at  9184,000 
M         n  ..       rents       •»       ••         •'         ••         »»  94,000 
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...:9.  Average. of  the  time  giv^n  by  all  the  Teachers  in  the  Province 
during  the  pa^t  year,  in  both  the  Common  and  High  Schools  depart- 
ments, to  the  following. groups  of  subjects  in  the  course  of  study  : 

c^nhiA^t  Minutes         *         MinuteH  Poiywmtiuw* 

subject.  Per  work.  Per  Day.  percentage. 

English  Language 571 114 44.2 

Arithmetic 2G4.4 53 20.4 

Writing  and  Drawing 136.9 28 10.7 

Geography  and  History 189.5 38 14.7 

Object  Lessons  on  Nature 32.5 7 2.3 

Book-keeping 30     6 2.1 

Hygiene  and  Temperance 22.8 5 1.7 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties  21 .8 4 1.6 

Vocal  Music 15.2 3 1,2 

Calisthenics  and  Military  Drill.. . .     9.3. 2 7 


(Were  the  departments  giving  more  or  less  time  to  some  of  the 
High  School  subjects  excluded  in  this  averaging  process,  it  would 
appear  that  in  the  2000  Common  Schools  of  the  Province  the  propor- 
tion of  time  given  to  such  subjects  as  Reading,  Writing  and  Arith- 
metic is  actually  greater  than  the  general  average  given  above,  while 
the  proportion  given  to  such  as  Book-keeping,  Geography  and  History 
is  actually  less.) 

10. — Total  Expenditure  for  Pdbuc  Education. 

♦Provincial  Grants $166,040.49 

County  Funds 89,623.36 

Section  Vote 413,448.85 

Total S669,112.70 

Three-fourths  of  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  of 
twelve  months  are  as  follows : 

Provincial  grants $162,322.30 

County  Funds 90,095.81 

Section  Assessments 307,513.03 

Total $559,931.14 

Part  II.  of  this  report  contains  the  Statistical  tables  in  detail. 

Table  I. 

Table  I.  shows  among  other  things  that  in  the  following  counties 
there  were  practically  no  schools  which  required  a  second  teacher  to 


^The  "Nine  monthR  torm"includefi  all  tho  grants  payable  in  twelve  months  under  the 
hoadfl  of  Night  Schools  <in  aesflion  during  tho  winter  only),  travelling  expon>teH  of  Normal    • 
School  Students  (payable  In  June)  Provincial  Examinations  (held  in  July),  &c  ,  which  partly 
accounts  for  the  greater  comparative  expenditure  thin  year. 
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complete  the  term  begun  by  another  teacher,  namely  Annapolis,  Capei 
Breton,  Digby,  Richmond,  Shelburne,  Victoria  and  Yarmouth.  The 
following  counties  had  the  numbers  set  opposite  them  as  the  excess  d 
the  number  of  teachers  employed  over  the\  number  of  schools  in 
session : 

Antigohish 7 

Colchester 14 

Cumberland 5 

Guvsboro* ^  a 

Halifax 2 

Hants 9 

Inverness 4 

Kings .12 

Lunenburg S 

Pictou  7 

Queens 2 

Total ..70 

This  appears  to  indicate  that  in  about  70  sections,  there  was  a 
change  of  teacher  during  the  year.  This  is  not  so  bad  as  the.  previous 
year,  when  nearly  800  teachers  changed  sections  within  the  year. 

Tables  II.  &  III. 

By  the  subtraction  of  the  analysis  of  class  A.,  B.  &  C,  in  table  III. 
from  the  totals  in  table  II.,  a  "  time-of -service "  analysis  of  class  D. 
teachers  can  be  obtained. 

Table  IX. 

By  deducting  tho  ''total  on  Register"  at  the  end  of  one  quartet 
from  that  of  the  succeeding  quarter  the  number  of  new  pupils  who 
entered  school  during  the  latter  quarter  may  be  found.  Thus  it 
appears  that  6117  new  pupils  entered  school  during  the  third  quarter 
and  9010  during  the  fourth  quarter. 

By  deducting  the  "No.  attended"  each  quarter  from  the  number 
"  on  register  "  during  the  same  quarter  will  be  found  the  number  of 
pupils  who  left  school  during  the  previous  quarters.  Thus  it  appears 
that  73|0  left  school  during  the  second  quarter,  and  8165  during  the 
third  quarter. 

The  observation  of  this  drift  into  and  out  of  the  schools  during  the 
four  quarters  of  the  year  will  be  more  \nstructive  in  future  years, 
when  the  first  quarter  will  not  be  missing  as  on  the  present  occasion. 

Table  V. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  that  the  numbers  given  in  the  column 
"  under  five  years  of  age  "  attended  school  while  under  five  years  of 
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Age.  The  ages  recorded  in  the  register  are  for  the  1st  of  August — the 
first  day  of  the  school  year.  At  the  end  of  the  school  year  each 
pupil  is  exactly  one  year  older  than  the  age  inscribed  when  registered. 
The  recording  of  the  exact  age  of  each  pupil  on  a  given  day  is  deemed 
of  importance  for  several  objects,  one  of  which  is  3*et  only  prospective. 

Attendance. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registration  of 
pupils  from  1806  to  1803  inclusive : — 


186G 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
187.'> 
1876 

1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
188r> 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 


No.  Of  Paplbi 

rofftatorm  in 

Winter. 

No.  of  Pupils 

roglsterpd  In 

Snnimor. 

No,  lUfferent 

Pupils  iWKlstered 

ilnring  the  year. 

4.')  1 31 

56017 

71059 

61818 

70075 

83048 

65983 

72141 

88707 

72756 

75523 

93732 

74321 

76237 

94496 

74750 

77235 

92858 

70780 

7640G 

016.37 

70320 

78266 

03750 

72645 

79910 

03510 

76349 

81878 

94029 

77593 

82034 

94102 

80788 

'83941 

100710 

81523 

84160 

101538 

81640 

84356 

99094 

73978 

78808 

93700 

77468 

80180 

98148 

76888 

81196 

95912 

79091 

81863 

98307 

80041 

84200 

101060 

81472 

86578 

103288 

84570 

86858 

105410 

84217 

86731 

105137 

82486 

86582 

105231 

82371 

86488 

103688 

82794 

88170 

103597 

81304 

85792 

101724 

82965 

87189 

102586 

(Three-fourths  of  year.) 

04890 

Table  VI. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  City  of  Halifax  to  report  promptly 
the  number  of  children  within  its  bounds  between  the  ages  of  5  and 
15^  the  sum  total  of  these  as  estimated  for  the  whole  province  could 
not  be  tabulated.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  next  column, 
"  number  of  these  children  who  did  not  attend  school  during  the 
year."  Assuming  that  the  number  between  5  and  15  in  Halifax  is 
only  a  little  over  7,000,  we  shall  then  have  for  the  province  over 
92,000  children  between  these  ages.  Assuming  the  number  of  those 
not  attending  the  public  schools  in  the  City  to  follow  the  same  law  o 
proportion  as  is  found  in  the  rest  of  the  province,  about  9,000  between 


EDUCATION— SUPEBINTENDENT's  liEPOKT.  IX 


5  and  15  did  not  attend  school  during  the  past  jear.  That  will  give 
about  83,000  of  tliis  class  as  attending  the  public  schools.  But  from 
table  V.  about  86,000  were  actually  enrolled  at  school.  Has  the 
census  of  the  sections  been  taken  carelessly  ^  We  en  hardly  think 
many  trustees  would  be  found  who  would  certify  roughly  guessed 
figures  to  be  solemn,  statistical  truth.  This  apparent  discrepancy  may 
be  due  to  the  3,000  and  odd  who  are  attending  from  outside  the 
section,  as  shown  in  another  column  of  the  table.  But  are  there 
9,000  who  have  not  attended  school  at  all  ?  Nearly  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  children  of  school  age  !  And  of  those  who  attended  there  are 
over  10,000  who  have  been  in  school  less  than  20  days  in  the  nine 
months  of  this  school  term,  and  about  20,000  more  who  attended  less 
than  50  days.  These  are  some  of  the  facts  which  the  new  statistics 
are   discoverinof  for   us.     When  these  figures  are  seen   to   refer  to 


children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
that  the  young  people  of  our  province  are  not  yet  all  over-educated. 
We  have  a  general  "  compulsory  attendance  law  "  on  the  Statutes,  but 
it  is  practically  useless.  The  Inirden  of  introducing  the  Act  into  the 
section  is  left  to  local  action.  It  would  be  better  if  the  privilege  of 
exemption  from  the  operation  of  such  an  Act  should  have  been  left  to 
local  option.  Then  again,  the  present  general  Act  is  operative  only 
to  a  very  partial  extent,  and  then  in  such  a  manner  as  to  throw  a 
certain  amount  of  odiun)  on  those  who  attempt  to  enforce  it. 

Elaborate  special  legislation  has  been  successfully  introduced  into 
the  school  system  of  Halifax  and  later  into  Dartmouth.  In  Halifax, 
children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  14,  who  are  able  to  attend  school, 
must  attend  some  school,  private  if  not  public,  and  the  Supervisor  is 
required  to  inspect  such  private  schools  to  see  that  the  education  given 
attains  at  least  a  prescribed  minimuui.  Even  the  employers  of  children 
within  the  said  age  limits  have  been  fined  for  thus  encouraging  them 
to  evade  the  law.  In  Dartmouth  the  effect  of  the  special  Act  in  one 
term  is  thus  shown  by  Principal  Miller  : 

Registration,  1892,  was 10'?4. 

For  same  period  1893  was 1200. 

Percentage  of  attendance,  1892,  was 68 

1893.     80 

Average  attendance,  1892,  was 38 

1893,     ..     44 

I  am  not  yet  ready  to  recommend  so  complicated  a  law  for  the  whole 
province  as  is  found  so  beneficial  in  the  sections  named.  Something 
simpler  may  perhaps  be  found  nearly  as  effective.  Something  which, 
without  being  offensive,  will  always  be  fair,  and  which  will  always 
act  iu  proportion  to  the  neglect  of  the  school  privileges  provided. 

Table  VII. 

In  the  City  of  Halifax,  the  estimated  value  of  the  school  property 
owned  by  the  public  school  authorities  is  given  in  a  note  elsewhere  as 
9184,000 ;  while  the  rented  school  property  is  put  down  at  S9G,000, 
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Adding  in  the  former  figure,  we  find  the  estimated  value  of  property 
owned  by  school  boards  throughout  the  province  to  be  $1,216,890.42. 
Adding  in  the  rented  propertv  also,  we  have  in  Halifax,  school 
property  worth  $280,000  ;  and  in  the  province,  $1,312,890.42. 

Table  VIII. 

The  chief  use  of  this  table  is  not  for  its  summary  in  this  Report ; 
but  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Inspectors  and  other  visitors  of  the 
'schools  to  know  the  extent  to  which  the  teachers  time  is  al)sorbed  in 
the  various  subjects  of  the  course  of  study. 

The  difficulty  found  by  many  of  the  teachers  in  fillitig  up  this  time- 
table illustrates  the  necessity  of  it.  If  the  teacher  him.'^lf  cannot 
give  a  correct  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  spends  his  school 
time,  what  idea  can  his  trustees,  his  Inspector,  or  the  Education 
department  have  of  the  matter  ?  The  manner  in  which  some  of  these 
time-tables  have  been  tilled  in,  shows,  that  if  our  teachers  as  a  whole 
are  improving,  there  are  some  in  the  ranks  who  should  not  be  there. 
Unless  we  can  have  some  method  better  than  the  ordinary  written 
examination  for  estimating  common  sense  and  honesty,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  lei:rislation  compelling  all  teachers  to  pass  the  gauntlet 
of  practical  work  in  a  Normal  School,  or  to  cut  down  the  Provincial 
Grant  one  or  more  grades  for  evidence  of  carelessness,  dishonesty  or 
incapacity ,  as  shown  in  the  school  work  before  the  Inspector,  or  by 
the  Register  or  Return. 

Some  of  the  returns  suggest  the  suspicion,  that  the  teacher  having 
no  confidence  in  the  actual  apportionment  of  his  time,  entered  an 
ideal  apportionment,  such  as  would  be  thought  to  commend  itself  to 
the  educational  authorities  above.  At  least  such  is  the  most  chari- 
table conclusion  we  can  come  to^  when  meeting  with  an  apportion- 
ment of  time  which  could  not  be  tolerated  under  any  conceivable  con- 
ditions, and  was  certainly  never  carried  out  in  effect.  The  plea  of 
stupidity'might  save  some  of  these  cases  from  coming  under  the  head 
of  perjury,  during  the  first  term  of  its  introduction.  Inspectors  can- 
not condone  hereafter  such  looseness  on  the  part  of  any  teacher. 

I  arrange  here  in  order  of  magnitude  the  average  number  of  min- 
utes given  per  week  to  each  subject  of  the  Common  School  curriculum 
in  all  the  schools  of  the  Province  according  to  this  table.  But  as  a 
few  of  these  schools  are  High  School  departments,  and  as  many 
''miscellaneous"  schools  do  a  little  High  School  work,  we  shall  have 
this  average  affected  in  the  direction  of  the  High  School  studies. 
Book-keeping,  History  and  Geography,  to  which  more  time  is  given 
in  the  High  Schools,  will  therefore  be  a  little  larger  than  an  average 
confined  to  Common  School  departments  only.  While  on  the  other 
hand,  the  average  time  given  to  subjects  not  specially  taken  up  in  the 
High  Schools  will  be  less  in  this  table  than  if  based  on  the  Common 
Schools  alone.  In  the  first  column  I  give  the  maximum  county 
average,  then  the  minimum  county  average,  then  the  average  of  all 
the  counties  (the  provincial  average),  and  lastly  the  percentage  of 
time  given  to  each  subject. 
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Average  number  of  minutes  per  week  taken  by  teachers  in  th^ 
school-room  during  the  year  in  the  following  Common  School 
subjects : 

Max.  Co.      Min.  Co.  Prov.  Per- 

AveraltB.      Avora^e.         Avenigc.         rent  ago. 

Reading  and  Elocution 418.  8G . 0  311 . 9  24 . 1 

Arithmetic 340.  28.  264.4  20.4 

Spelling  and  Dictotion 209 .  67 .  G  151.0  11.7 

English  Comp.,  Gram..  Lit.,  &c . .  138 . 0  08 .  108 . 1  8.4 

Geography 149.  01.3  106.9  8.3 

Writing 139.5  67.6  100.3  7.8 

History 115.  47.4  82.6  6.4 

Drawing 65.  15.7  36.9  2.9 

Object  Lessons  on  Naimre 52 .  21 .  32 . 5  2.5 

Book-keeping 74.1  13.  30.0  2.3 

Hygiene  and  Temperance 32 .  15.9  22 . 8  1.7 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties 34.  15.8  21.8  .1.6 

Vocal  Music 52.             5.2  l5.2  1.2 

Calisthenics  &;  Military  Drill ...   45 .             4 .  9.3  .7 

A  glance  over  the  table  from  which  these  fi(;ures  are  taken  will 
arouse  the  suspicion  that  it  is  possible  there  are  mistakes  which 
should  not  be  credited  to  the  few  blundering  teachers  referred  to.  I 
make  these  observations  in  the  hope  of  securing  accuracy  in  every 
individual  return  by  next  year  as  they  have  undoubtedly  been  in  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  cases  this  first  year. 

He  is  not  fit  to  be  a  teacher  who  will  yet  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  apportionment  of  time  in  his  school  for  each  of  these  subjects 
should  be  necessarily  near  that  of  the  Provincial  average.  Some 
departments  must  give  time  to  High  School  work. 

Over  1600  of  our  schools  are  not  required  to  do  any  appreciable 
work  beyond  the  Common  School  grades.  Some  500  more  are 
required  to  spend  a  little  time  on  more  advanced  work  for  a  few 
pupils.  About  100  more  are  required  to  provide  for  one  or  more 
classes  of  High  School  grade  with  some  Common  School  classes. 
While  there  are  at  least  over  50  schools  or  departments  doing  only 
High  School  work. 

It  must  be  remembered  then,  1st,  that  the  apportionment  of  time 
for  each  subject  in  these  various  schools  must  be  very  different ; 
2nd, — that  the  apportionment  of  time  in  even  pure  Common  School 
must  be  as  a  general  rule  as  diverse  as  the  numbers  and  characters  of 
the  pupils  attending  them  ; — and  3rd, — even  in  the  same  school,  and 
under  the  same  teacher,  the  apportionment  of  time,  may  be  reciuired 
to  change  from  year  to  year,  to  produce  the  best  results. 

The  Education  department  does  not  require,  does  not  suggest,  that 
teachers  should  adopt  any  other  division  of  time  than  that  which  the 
particular  character  of  their  schools  demands  from  them  in  order  to 
do  their  best  work.     The  department  wishes  to  know,  however,  what 
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titne  each  teacher  has  fount!  best  in  his  particular  Rchool.  In  other 
words,  the  Educational  authorities  want  to  know  the  factn,  wiihout 
which  there  can  be  no  accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  Education. 

Table  IX. 

A  summary  of  this  table  has  already  been  given  in  an  earlier 
portion  of  this  report.  It  must  be  remembered  that  thjs  classification 
IS  the  work  of  the  teachers.  It  is  approximate.  With  many  teachers 
there  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  weakness  in  the  direction  of  estimating 
their  pupils  at  too  high  a  grade.  This  tendency  will  soon  be  checked 
or  measured  in  the  case  of  High  Schools  generally  and  County 
Academies  in  particular,  by  the  record  of  the  Provincial  Examination 
grades  of  Certificates  held  by  their  pupils.  It  is  safe  to  estimate  the 
bona  fide  pupils  of  Hii^h  School  grade  at  qbout  three  and  a  half  per 
cent.  Of  these  about  two  per  cent,  will  be  in  Qrade  IX,  about  one  per 
cent  in  Grade  X.,  and  nearly  one-half  per  cent  in  Grades  XL  and  XII. 

Tables  X..  XL,  XIL  k  XIII. 

As  in  the  High  School  course  of  study  options  are  allowed,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  yearly  analysis  of  the  number  of  students  taking 
the  various  subjects,  in  order  to  measure  the  direction  and  rate  of 
drift  in  the  sentiment  of  our  times  with  respect  to  the  higher 
education. 

Tables  XIV.  &  XV. 

Some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Academic  grant  should  be  classed  as 
Provincial  grant  or  as  coming  from  the  section,  prevented  the  tabu- 
lation oi  these  divisions  in  the  case  of  class  A  teachers.  The  average 
total  salaries  are  given,  however.  By  the  reduction  of  these  tables 
and  their  comparison  with  the  corresponding  tables  of  last  year,  the 
general  increase  of  salaries  pointed  out  at  the  beginning  of  this  report 
can  be  demonstrated. 

Table  XIX. 

This  table  gives  a  full  view  of  that  specially  subsidized  class  of 
High  Schools  denominated  County  Academies. 

The  dimensions  of  jrooms,  &c.,  are  required  to  be  given  in  the 
metrical  system.  To  avoid  decimal  fractions  the  decimeter  (a  hand- 
breath,  nearl3'  four  inches),  is  used  as  the  unit  of  measure.  The 
reasons  for  using  the  metrical  system  in  the  Academic  returns  will 
be  apparent  later  on  to  those  who  have  not  hitherto  been  paying 
attention  to  the  subject. 

Table  XXI. 

As  the  Provincial  Hi^h  School  examination  covers  the  ground  of 
the  late  teacher.^  examinations,  and  as  they  are  conducted  on  practi- 
cally parallel  lines,  a  few  iiotes  of  comparison  may  be  made. 


fiDUCATlON- 

-superintrndent'b  bepobt. 

•  •  • 

Total               Male 

Female                    Received. 

Year. 

Candidates.    Candidates. 

Candldntes.        A.        B.         C.          D. 

Failed. 

1891. 

. .  1334          374 

960           5       51     286     356 

636 

1892. 

..  1431           872 

1059           5       66    330     430 

600 

1893. 

. .  1506           505 

1001         10     157    289     459 

391 

The  examination  proved  comparatively  more  severe  in  the  lower 
grades  than  in  the  hipjher.  This  was  due  chiefly,  however,  to  the 
former  neglect  of  the  prescribed  course  of  study,  except  so  far  as  it 
was  identical  with  the  old  syllabus  of  the  teachers'  examination.  The 
remarkable  success  of  a  very  great  number  of  schools  in  the  lower 
grades  amply  demonstrate  the  fairness  of  the  examination  questions. 
Next  year  all  parts  of  the  province,  it  is  expected,  will  be  more 
equi^lly  able  to  respond  to  a  similar  test. 

On  the  whole,  a  larger  pumber  than  usual  came  up  to  the  exami- 
nation, a  largerr  number  than  usual  was  successful,  and  a  less  number 
than  usual  failed.  That  this  should  be  the  case  at  the  first  examina- 
tion, after  a  rather  radical  change,  evidently  occurring  earlier  than 
expected  by  many,  Is  very  creditable  to  the  teaching  stafl'  of  the 
Province. 

School  Buildings. 

While  the  increasing  amounts  voted  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
school  sections  for  building  and  repairs,  indicate  general  improvement 
in  school  premises,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  several  buildings 
in  process  of  construction  during  the  year,  which  will,  when  com- 
pleted, be  superior  to  the  best  of  the  past  in  architectural  design, 
sanitary  conditions,  and  adaptation  to  the  work  to  be  done.  The 
Amherst  Academy  and  Public  School  Building  is  one  of  these.  .On  a 
less  expensive  scale  the  Wolfville  Public  School  is  another.  The  New 
Glasgow  High  School  will  be  another — probably  unsurpassed  in  its 
adaptation  to  high  school  work.  We  must  not,  however,  forget  the 
pioneer  movements,  the  inauguration  of  this  period  of  architectural 
renaissance.  Accordingly,  we  follow  up  the  frontispiece  view  of  the 
Provincial  Normal  School  of  last  year,  with  one  of  the  Halifax  County 
Academy  this  year.  Erected  in  1878  as  the  Halifax  Academy,  it  was 
and  still  is,  one  of  the  finest  looking  of  our  Public  School  buildings.  In 
succeeding  reports  it  is  hoped  the  more  notable  of  its  successors  will 
similarly  figure  in  chronological  order.  At  Bear  River,  on  the  border 
of  Annapolis  and  Digby  County,  two  good  school  sections  re-formed 
themselves  into  one  powerful  section,  and  signalized  the  occasion  by 
erecting  a  modern  building,  which  a  few  years  ago  would  do  credit  to 
our  largest  towns.  Improved  buildings,  which  I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  yet  of  personally  inspecting,  are  also  being  erected  in  other 
sections  of  the  Province. 

The  Provincial  Normal  School. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Principal  of  this  institution  in 
Appendix  A  for  fuller  details.  The  attendance  during  the  year  was 
considerably  increased  over  the  preceding  year.    The  work  of  the 
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faculty  was  also  <j[reatly  increased  by  the  effort  made  to  elastically 
accommodate  the  institution  to  the  public  needs  during  the  strain  of 
transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  order.  The  programme  outlined 
in  my  last  report  has  been  duly  entered  upon.  ProfesHor  H.  W. 
Smith  has  removed  the  apparatus  of  the  old  laboratory  to  the  School 
of  Agriculture,  where  it  is  supplemented  by  a  liner  equipment  for 
biological  and  advanced  chemical  teaching  than  is  to  be  found  in 
most  of  our  universities.  For  this  work  students  will  therefore 
attend  the  laboratories  of  the  School  of  Agricilture.  Professor  Lee 
Bussell,  B.  Sc.,  of  the  Worcester  Polytechnic,  Massachussets,  after  the 
successful  inauguration  of  Manual  Training  in  wood-work  iu  connec- 
tion with  the  Halifax  Public  Schools,  was  transferred  to  the  Normal 
School,  the  City  of  Halifax  henceforward  assuming  full  responsibility 
for  the  support  of  its  own  Manual  Training  Department.  The 
Laboratory  has  been  refitted  for  the  teaching  of  Practical  Chemistry 
and  Physics  under  Mr.  Russell,  while  a  neighboring  room  has  been 
fitted  up  as  a  work  shop,  with  twenty-four  model  benches  and  tools, 
also  under  his  charge. 

Teachers  have  therefore  ample  opportunities  to  underatand  all 
sides  of  human  activity;  and  this  understanding  will  give  them,  it  is 
hoped,  more  power  over  themselves,  more  power  with  the  young,  and 
a  power  at  the  same  time  stimulating  in  industrial  directions,  while 
not  less  effective  in  the  direction  of  language  and  art. 

Our  Provincial  Normal  School  has  now,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference 
to  its  calendar,  a  large  and  experienced  staff  representing  all  sides  of 
our  educational  work.  The  student,  having  already  passed  his 
general  scholarship  examination  before  admission,  can  devote  his  time 
wholly  to  professional  studies.  In  addition  to  the  general  and 
critical  review  of  all  the  subjects  taught  in  our  public  schools,  method 
and  the  history  and  science  of  education,  provision  has  been  made  for 
doubling  the  amount  of  the  teaching  exercise  of  candidates  under  the 
eyes  of  the  professors.  Two  class-rooms  have  been  added  to  the  two 
Model  school-rooms  for  teaching  practice.  In  addition  to  these,  there 
is  also  a  kindergarten  department.  With  this  word,  I  await  the 
result  oi  our  first  year's  work,  which  should  give  some  sign  of  what 
may  be  expected  in  the  future. 

Hygiene  and  Temperance. 

In  obedience  to  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  graded  text-books  in 
Hygiene  and  Temperance  have  been  prescribed  for  the  schools: — 
''Health  Readers,"  Nos. land  2, for  the  common  school, and  Martin's 
"  The  Human  Body  and  the  Effects  of  Narcotics,"  for  the  high  school 
grades.  The  law  is  being  promptly  observed  so  far  as  reported  to  me, 
as  all  law  should  be.  If  experience  should  show  that  the  law  is  not 
in  every  respect  perfect,  then  the  law  should  be  repealed  or  amended, 
but  until  so  repealed  or  amended,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  have  the  law 
strictly  enforced.  Hitherto,  however,  not  a  single  complaint  has  been 
filed  against  the  action  of  the  law  or  its  administration.  Teachers 
are  examined  on  Hygiene  and  Temperance  when  competing  for  pro- 
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fessioxiftl  certificates ;  and  the  approximate  average  time  devoted  to 
teaching  the  subject  in  every  school  in  the  land,  must  be  recorded  in 
the  register,  and  sworn  to  in  the  teacher's  return.        ^ 

Visitation  of  Oountv  Academies. 

Owinu  to  the  work  entailed  by  the  changes  made  in  the  law,  and 
to  the  shortness  of  the  school  year,  County  Academies,  except  those 
whose  right  to  the  Provincial  grant  might  be  doubtful,  were  not 
officially  visited.  The  usual  tabular  statement  of  visitations,  there- 
fore, do  not  appear  in  my  report  for  the  present  year. 

The  classing  of  these  institutions  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
their  provincial  grairts  in  proper  proportions,  will  be  made  much 
more  uniform  and  thorough  by  the  present  system  of  Provincial 
Examination.  The  Superintendent  will  be  spared  the  impossible  task 
of  examining  individually  and  accurately,  all  the  students  of  these 
institutions.  The  individual  examination  will  be  confined  to  those 
having  **  local  grading "  only,  those  having  provincial  certificates 
being  exempt,  except  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  indicate  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  school,  its  methods,  discipline  and  character  as  a 
whole.  In  the  tabulation  of  these  results,  the  comparative  number  of 
students  of  provincial  and  of  simple  local  grading  will  be  reckoned  a 
.very  impoitant  character* — all  the  more  as  there  is  an  examination 
station  with  free  admission  in  proximity  to  every  County  Academy  in 
the  province. 

And  'htstly  it  will  be  observed  that  the  buildings,  grounds*  appar- 
atus and  general  environment  which  might  be  tolerated  at  the 
commencement  of  our  academic  development  should  not  necessarily 
be  tolerated  any  longer.  This  will  be  seen  to  be  only  justice,  when 
sections  receiving  no  academic  grants  provide  superior  facilities  for 
educational  woik,  while  some  County  Academies  draw  provincial 
funds  for  doing  only  local  work,  and  even  that  under  conditions 
neither  pleasant  nor  comfortable  to  their  pupils  and  teachers,  nor 
creditable  to  the  province. 

The  Higher  and  Technical  Institutions. 

Although  it  has  not  been  customary  in  the  past,  it  may  be  found 
desirable  in  future,  to  have  this  report  cover  all  the  educational  work 
directed  by  governmental  departments  or  ai  led  by  provincial  funds, 
so  that  the  '*  Education  Report"  may  henceforth  give  a  glimpse  of  all 
the  educational  work  being  done  under  the  provincial  auspices.  It 
would  then  be  more  generally  known  that  the  public  school  system,  so 
called,  is  not  all  of  our  provincial  educational  work.  The  object  lessons 
on  Nature  in  our  Common  Schools,  and  the  elements  of  science  and 
manual  training  in  the  High  Schools,  find  an  advanced  and  special 
development  in  the  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture,  the  Provmcial 
School  of  Horticulture,  the  schools  for  Miners,  and  the  Halifax  Medi- 
cal College. 
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Further,  it  may  sometime  appear  desirable  to  cap  the  whole  by 
giving  an  analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the  Colleges  and  Universities 
working  under  provincial  charter.  It  might  not  be  fair  to  ask  institu- 
tionfi  not  receiving  any  financial  aid  to  report  any  financial  figures  or 
estimates.  But  it  might  be  mutually  agreeable  and  valuable  to  both 
these  institutions  and  the  general  public  to  have  an  annual  statement 
of  the  educational  work  done,  in  some  convenient  form  showing  the 
number  of  students,  distinguishing  between  undergraduates,  general 
and  special  students*  indicating  the  numbers  taking  the  various 
courses,  whether  in  arts,  science,  medicine,  law,  or  theology,  &c.  Thus 
the  "  Education  Report ''  might  from  year  to  year  very  conveniently 
contain  for  reference  a  summary  of  all  the  more  important  provincial 
educational  statistics. 

• 

It  may  be  asked,  why  not  compile  J3uch  a  summary  from  the 
dififerent  calendars  of  these  institutions  ?  The  answer  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  thought,  that  each  compiler  of  these  calendars  is 
working  on  a  line  of  his  own,  which  does  not  necessarily  run  parallel 
in  every  part  with  that  of  the  others.  An  approximate  analysis 
taken  nearly  entirely  from  the  calendars,  or  some  other  supple- 
mentary publication,  is  as  follows: 


th  Year. 

UNOERGRAUl.'ATES. 

3rd  Year.   2nd  Year, 

Ifl  Y>ar. 

Total. 

GKNKKAL  AM) 
HfECIAL  HTUDKNTS, 
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Two  other  institutions  do  not  distinguish  clearly  between  students 
of  university  and  of  academic  grades. 

From  these  figures  we  may  conclude  that  approximately,  Nova 
Scotian  colleges  and  universities  during  the  past  year,  were  attended 
by  350  undergraduates  taking  a  regular  three  or  four  years'  course, 
and  200  general  or  special  students.  At  least  half  of  these  200  were 
doing  fuJI  college  work ;  on  which  assumption  450  students  have 
been  doing  full  work  in  the  colleges  and  universities  of  our  province 
— that  is  one  per  thousand  of  our  total  population.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  more  may  safely  be  estimated  to  have  been  pursuing  their 
studies  at  colleges  and  universities  beyond  the  Province,  the  great 
majority  at  institutions  beyond  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of  Canada. 

In  round  numbers,  more  than  one  out  of  every  five  of  our  people 
attended  school  during  the  year  as  pupils  of  common  school  grade, 
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less  than  one  out  of  a  hundred  as  pupils  of  high  school  grade,  one  out 
of  a  thousand  as  college  students,  and  one  out  of  three  thousand  as 
students  abroad. 

The  World's  Pair  Exhibit. 

The  coincidence  of  the  time  for  preparing  this  exhibit  with  the 
introduction  of  the  numerous  changes  in  our  educational  system, 
placed  both  the  Education  Department  and  the  schools  of  the  province 
at  a  very  great  disadvantage.  In  mast  schools  the  time  for  preparing 
work  for  the  exhibition  was  the  very  time  in  which  they  were 
making  an  effort  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things.  It 
was  not  surprising  then,  that  the  optional  intimations  and  directions 
bearing  on  the  Fair  and  published  in  the  August  Journal  of 
Ediuxdion,  should  be  practically  unnoticed  among  the  number  of 
imperatives  in  which  the  Amended  Acts  and  Regulations  abounded. 

In  December,  the  following  circular  (which  is  quoted  to  explain  the 
list  of  exhibits  in  the  Appendix)  was  issued. 

Circular  to  Inspectors  and  Teachers  of  Public  Scnooi^s  and 
Principai^  of  all  Educational  institutions  in  nova  scotia. 

I  am  directed  to  make  arrangements  by  which  Educational  work 
oC  all  kinds  in  Nova  Scotia  will  be  as  fully  represented  as  possible  at 
the  World's  Fair  which  opens  next  April  in  Chicago. 

In  order  that  the  exhibit  may  be  a  credit  to  our  province,  and  per- 
haps a  stimulus  or  aid  to  other  countries,  it  is  most  desirable  that  all 
educational  institutions,  whether  under  government  control  or  not, 
should  lend  a  helping  hand  and  show  the  best  they  have  in  every 
department.  The  effort^  besides  being  of  general  utility,  will  not  be 
without  its  direct  reward.  The  pressure  of  new  duties  arising  from 
recent  educational  changes,  and  the  shortness  of  the  time  at  our 
dispoeal,  make  it  necessary,  if  this  work  is  to  be  successful,  that  it 
should  have  your  prompt  and  hearty  co-operation. 

The  real  products  of  our  institutions  Nova  Scotia  cannot  any  more 
than  other  countries  exhibit.  But  as  others  represent  their  systems, 
so  we  may  ours.  The  general  historical  and  statistical  views  ^\\\  be 
prepared  Iqt  this  department;  and  our  schools,  academies  and  colleges 
can  show  something  as  comparable  with  their  real  work  as  the 
exhibits  from  the  institutions  of  other  States  can  with  theirs — enough 
to  enable  the  comparative  educationist  to  compare  the  development  of 
our  country  with  others. 

The  public  school  law,  regulations  and  courses  of  study,  university 
calendars  and  their  curricula,  will  be  illustrated  by  photographs  of 
buildings,  of  rooms  and  apparatus,  by  printed  examination  papers, 
and  by  specimens  of  pupils'  or  students'  work,  etc.,  so  arranged  as  to 
emphaaize'^in  outlines  the  educational  status  of  the  province, 
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Further,  it  may  sometime  appear  desirable  to  cap  the  whole  by 
giving  an  analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the  Colleges  and  Universities 
working  under  provincial  charter.  It  might  not  be  fair  to  ask  institu- 
tion^ not  receiving  any  financial  aid  to  report  any  financial  figures  or 
estimates.  But  it  might  be  mutually  agreeable  and  valuable  to  both 
these  institutions  and  the  general  public  to  have  an  annual  statement 
of  the  educational  work  done,  in  some  convenient  form  showing  the 
number  of  students,  distinguishing  between  undergraduates,  general 
and  special  students,  indicating  the  numbers  taking  the  various 
courses,  whether  in  arts,  science,  medicine,  law,  or  theology,  &c.  Thus 
the  "Education  Report"  might  from  year  to  year  very  conveniently 
contain  for  reference  a  summary  of  all  the  more  important  provincial 
educational  statistics. 

• 

It  may  be  asked,  why  not  compile  such  a  summary  from  the 
dififerent  calendars  of  these  institutions  ?  The  answer  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  thought,  that  each  compiler  of  these  calendars  is 
working  on  a  line  of  his  own,  which  does  not  necessarily  run  parallel 
in  every  part  with  that  of  the  others.  An  approximate  analysis 
taken  nearly  entirely  from  the  calendars,  or  some  other  supple- 
mentary publication,  is  as  follows: 
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Two  other  institutions  do  not  distinguish  clearly  between  students 
of  university  and  of  academic  grades. 

From  these  figures  we  may  conclude  that  approximately,  Nova 
Scotian  colleges  and  universities  during  the  past  year,  were  attended 
by  350  undergraduates  taking  a  regular  three  or  four  years'  course, 
and  200  general  or  special  studenta  At  least  half  of  these  200  were 
doing  fi^ll  college  work ;  on  which  assumption  450  students  have 
been  doing  full  work  in  the  colleges  and  universities  of  our  province 
— that  is  one  per  thousand  of  our  total  population.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  more  may  safely  be  estimated  to  have  been  pursuing  their 
studies  at  colleges  and  universities  beyond  the  Province,  the  great 
majority  at  institutions  beyond  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of  Canada. 

In  round  numbers,  more  than  one  out  of  every  five  of  our  people 
attended  school  during  the  year  as  pupils  of  common  school  grade, 
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less  than  one  out  of  a  hundred  as  pupils  of  high  school  grade,  one  out 
of  a  thousand  as  college  students,  and  one  out  of  three  thousand  as 
students  abroad. 

The  World's  Pair  Exhibit. 

The  coincidence  of  the  time  for  preparing  this  exhibit  with  the 
introduction  of  the  numerous  changes  in  our  educational  system, 
placed  both  the  Education  Department  and  the  schools  of  the  province 
at  a  very  great  disadvantage.  In  mast  schools  the  time  for  preparing 
work  for  the  exhibition  was  the  very  time  in  which  they  were 
making  an  effort  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things.  It 
was  not  surprising  then,  that  the  optional  intimations  and  directions 
bearing  on  the  Fair  and  published  in  the  August  Journal  of 
Edimation,  should  be  practically  unnoticed  among  the  number  of 
imperatives  in  which  the  Amended  Acts  and  Regulations  abounded. 

In  December,  the  following  circular  (which  is  quoted  to  explain  the 
list  of  exhibits  in  the  Appendix)  was  issued. 

CfRCULAR  to  Inspectors  and  Teachers  of  Public  Schools  and 
Principals  of  all  Educational  institutions  in  nova  scotia. 

I  am  directed  to  make  arrangements  by  which  Eklucational  work 
oC  all  kinds  in  Nova  Scotia  will  be  as  fully  represented  as  possible  at 
the  World's  Fair  which  opens  next  April  in  Chicago. 

In  order  that  the  exhibit  may  be  a  credit  to  our  province,  and  per- 
haps a  stimulus  or  aid  to  other  countries,  it  is  most  desirable  that  all 
educational  institutions,  whether  under  government  control  or  not, 
should  lend  a  helping  hand  and  show  the  best  they  have  in  every 
department.  The  effort,  besides  being  of  general  utility,  will  not  be 
without  its  direct  reward.  The  pressure  of  new  duties  arising  from 
recent  educational  changes,  and  the  shortness  of  the  time  at  our 
disposal,  make  it  necessary,  if  this  work  is  to  be  successful,  that  it 
should  have  your  prompt  and  hearty  co-operation. 

The  real  products  of  our  institutions  Nova  Scotia  cannot  any  more 
than  other  countries  exhibit.  But  as  others  represent  their  systems, 
so  we  may  ours.  The  general  historical  and  statistical  views  will  be 
prepared  Iqt  this  department ;  and  our  schools,  academies  and  colleges 
can  show  something  as  comparable  with  their  real  work  as  the 
exhibits  from  the  institutions  of  other  States  can  with  theirs — enough 
to  enable  the  comparative  educationist  to  compare  the  development  of 
our  country  with  others. 

The  public  school  law,  regulations  and  courses  of  study,  university 
calendars  and  their  curricula,  will  be  illustrated  by  photographs  of 
buildings,  of  rooms  and  apparatus,  by  printed  examination  papers, 
and  by  specimens  of  pupils'  or  students'  work,  etc.,  so  arranged  as  to 
emphaaize^in  outlines  the  odi|catioi)al  status  of  the  province. 
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General  Plan  of  Selecting  School  Work  for  the  Exhibition. 

The  teacher  may  give  an  exercise  to  the  whole  school  on  each  of 
the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  lists  below  (so  far  as  they  may  be 
taught  in  the  particular  school).  Before  the  18th  of  February  the 
teacher  should  have  selected  the  three  best  of  each  exercise  and 
have  them  transmitted  to  the  Inspector  of  Schools  (or,  if  not  a  public 
school,  to  the  principal  of  the  institution,  who  will  rank  for  such 
purposes  as  an  Inspector).  The  Inspectors  will  from  these  materials 
select  a  certain  percentage,  to  be  determined  by  correspondence,  and 
have  it  forwarded  before  the  end  of  February  to  tne  Education 
Department.  After  further  selection,  if  necessary,  and  final  arrange- 
ment, it  will  be  forwarded  to  Chicago.  In  order  to  stimulate  a  school, 
the  three  names  carrying  oft  the  honors  in  each  particular  exercise 
might  lie  formally  announced  to  the  school  or  published  in  the  local 
papers.  Those  selected  by  the  Inspector  would  in  like  manner  win 
corresponding  honors  within  the  inspectorate,  while  exercises  sent 
forward  by  the  Education  Department  would  win  for  their  schools 
provincial  distinction. 

Naming. 

(^At  the  bottom  of  every  page  exhibit,  and  on  every  exhibit, 
there  must  be  wiitten  in  a  plain  and  beautiful  hand,  and  in  two  lines, 
the  following  facts  : — 

(1st  line.)      Name,  age  and  grade  of  the  pupil. 
(2nd  line.)     Names  of  school  and  county. 

Thus  •  I  *^^^*^  ^-  Smith,  11  years.  Grade  VI. 
'  (  Eiltarlity  School,  Inverness  County. 

« 
Size  of  Paper. 

t&*  Except  for  special  map3,  charts,  drawings  and  paintings,  &c.> 
which  should  be  larger,  all  exercises  or  page  exhibits  must  be  on 
paper  about  8 J  by  11  inches,  ("letter  paper  size" — not  "  note  paper"). 
For  many,  if  not  most  exercises,  it  would  be  better  unruled.  This 
uniformity  of  size  is  required  for  convenience  of  mounting  on  wall 
surface  or  on  larger  cards,  or  for  binding  into  volumes  as  may  be 
found  most  effective. 


Photographs. 

Photographs  should  be  sent  unmounted,  with  name  and  place 
on  the  back  in  some  comer  for  identification.  At  Halifax  these  will 
be  mounted  by  a  photographer  on  large  cards,  22  x  28  inches,  where 
photographs  of  parts  of  the  same  building  or  related  buildings  may  be 
grouped  according  to  the  size  of  the  photographs  on  the  card,  which 
will  be  under  glass  in  fr^i^ines  hinged  vertically  to  special  holders. 
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SOME  SPECIFICATIONS  OF  WHAT  IS  DESIRED. 

f 
Cluss  I. — Kindergarten  Work. 

(The  KindergartenA  cf  the  Province  are  already  workinc^  on  the 
lines  laid  down  for  them  by  the  Kindergarten  Committee.) 

Class  II.— Common  School  Work. 

1.  Writing:     Copy  books  of  each  Grade. 

2.  Drawing :  (a)  Any  design  on  paper  of  the  regular  size  (about 
8|  by  II  inches.)  In  the  lower  Grades  the  small,  simple  designs  of 
primary  pupils  should  be  in  the  centre  of  the  page.     For  all  Grades. 

(b)  A  mathematical  drawing  for  the  higher  Grades  to  test  accuracy 
and  neatness.  The  following  exercise  is  given  for  all  : — "  Draw  a 
square  decimeter  divided  into  square  centimeters." 

3.  Maps :  Of  size  in  text  books  or  multiples  of  the  size,  on  8|xII 
inch  (regular)  paper,  or  multiples  of  the  size  where  convenient. 

4.  Accounts:  Page  of  accounts  or  of  any  Commercial  Forms. 
For  higher  Grades. 

5.  Arithmetic :  A  problem  stated  with  model  solution.  For  all 
Grades. 

6.  Grammar :  Sentence  analysed  and  parsed  in  model  form  and 
on  one  (regular)  page.     For  higher  Grades. 

7.  Composition  :     Model  letter  on  one  page.     For  all  Grades. 

8.  MvMc :  A  School  Song  in  the  Tonic  Sol-Fa  or  staff  notation. 
For  all  Grades. 

9.  Nature  Lessons:  Illustrated  (by  a  drawing)  presentation  or 
explanation  of  any  object,  fact  or  experiment  in  lessons  on  Nature,  on 
one  page.    For  higher  (Irades. 

10.  Manual  Work}  Sewing,  etc.  Wood-work,  etc..  School  Ap- 
paratus, home-made. 

11.  Collections  :  Cabinets  or  collections  of  specimens  illustrating 
Nature  Lessons  in  Common  Schools — or  photographs  of  them. 

Class  III.— High  School  Work. 

(In  each  Grade,  viz.: — IX.,  X.,  XI.  and  XII,  or  such  Grades  as  may  be 

in  any  school.) 

\.    Book-keeping  :    Set  of  Books, 
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2.  ComposUion :     Model  Business  letter  (one  page.) 

3.  Stenography :     Phonography,  &c.,  (one  page.) 

4.  Drawing :    (ft)  Books  or  page  of  Freehand  or  Object  Drawing, 

Industrial  Design,  &c. 
(h)  Mathematical  Drawings, 
(c)  Maps  or  Charts. 

5.  Mathematics:  Statement  of  problem  with  model  solution  all 
on  one  page,  in  (a)  Trigonometry,  {b)  Navigation,  (c)  Geometry,  (d) 
Algebra,  {e)  Arithmetic,  (f)  Any  other  Math.  Subject  in  each  Grade. 

6.  English:  Page  of  work,  Exercise  or  Examination  paper,  on 
some  English  subject,  in  each  Grade. 

7.  Foreign  Languages:  Page  of  work  in  Latin,  French,  Greek 
and  German  in  each  Grade. 

8.  Natural  Science :  Pago  of  Chart  with  an  illustration  present- 
ing or  explaining  some  fact,  theory  or  experiment  in  (a)  Botany,  (h) 
Mineralogy  or  Geology,  (c)  Zoology,  (d)  Physiology,  (e)  Chemistry, 
(/)  Physica,  (g)  Any  other  Cognate  subject. 

9.  Music :     School  Song  in  Tonic  Sol-Fa  or  staff  notation. 

10.  Manual  Training:  Woodwork,  &c.,  Modelling  in  Clay,  &c , 
Embossed  Maps,  &c.     Apparatus  made  by  students,  &c. 

11.  Collections:  Cabinets,  Models  and  Specimens  for  the  illus- 
trations of  Natural  Science  subjects  as  in  8,  or  photographs  of  the 
same. 

12.  Typography:  (a)  Printed  examination  papers,  (t)  Collection 
of  catalogues  of  courses  of  study,  (c)  A  collection  of  papers  published 
by  the  students,  if  any. 

Class  IV. — Special  Provincial  Institutions. 

(These  are  asked  to  prepare  exhibits  on  lines  parallel  to  those  laid 
down  for  the  High  Schools,  but  with  special  reference  to  their  own 
curricula.  Exhibits  from  these  institutions  will  be  sent  from  their 
Principals  direct  to  the  Education  Office.) 

1.  The  Provincial  Normal  School. 

2.  The  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture. 

3.  The  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design. 

4.  The  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

5.  The  School  for  the  Blind, 
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Class  V. — Institutions  not  under  Government  Control. 

1.  The  Universities,  including  (a)  Arts,  (b)  Sciences,  (c)  Medicine, 
(d)  Theology,  (e)  Law  &c. 

2.  Ladies'  Colleges,  Convents  and  Seminaries. 

3.  Commercial  Colleges. 

4.  Any  other  Educational  Institution. 

The  following  notes  having  special  reference  to  Claas  V,  may 
equally  apply  to  the  other  classes  in  some  cases. 

The  following  exhibits  are  most  essential :    • 

1.  Calendars  for  the  past  year,  or  better,  for  several  years,  when 
the  set  may  be  bound  by  the  Education  Department  in  a  handsome 
volume  for  each  institution. 

2.  Photographs  or  plans  of  buildings,  laboratories,  libraries,  mus- 
eums, apparatus,  etc. 

3.  Special,  novel  or  interesting  apparatus  or  collections  of  any 
kind. 

4.  Specimens  of  work  of  every  kind  which  can  be  exhibited, 
characteristic  of  the  work  of  the  institution.  Theology:  pages  of 
Greek,  Hebrew,  Syriac,  fac-simile  of  Ancient  Codices,  etc.,  etc. 
Medicine :  Anatomical  preparations,  inventions.  School  of  AgricvX- 
ture :  Collections  of  insects,  rusts,  etc.,  affecting  agriculture.  Mining 
HchoclB :  Plans  of  mines,  examination  questions,  etc.,  etc.  Paintings, 
modellings,  sculpture,  music,  needlework,  etc.,  etc.,  from  convents  and 
ladies'  seminaries.  Type-writing,  stenography,  commercial  forms,  etc., 
etc.,  of  commercial  colleges.  The  peculiar  books,  apparatus  and 
appliances  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  with 
specimens  of  their  work,  etc. 

5.  Volumes  of  Students'  publications,  of  all  kinds. 


Exhibits  will  be  carefully  returned,  free  of  expense,  after  the 
exhibition  is  over,  to  all  who  request  it.  The  Education  Department 
assumes  the  expense  of  transmission,  final  arrangement  and  install- 
ation of  all  exhibits  sent  to  the  Department. 


It  is  intended  to  publish  a  special  report  of  the  Nova  Scotian 
Educational  Exhibits  in  pamphlet  form,  which  will  at  the  same  time 
serve  as  a  Catalogue  for  general  distribution,  and  show  the  institutions, 
schools  represented,  and  the  successful  competitors  in  each  kind  of 
work. 


*  Owinff  to  the  unexpected  108r  of  time  caused  by  the  transportation  service  of  the  World  8 
Fair,  and  Che  backward  state  of  the  buildings,  the  Advisory  Commissioner  for  Nova  Scotia 
hod  to  return  aH  soon  aH  the  inKtallation  of  too  exhibit  was  completed,  without  waiting  to 
compile  and  publish  the  proposed  catalogue.  In  his  report  (Appendix  £.)  he  therefore  pub- 
lishes a  compilation  of  the  UsI-h  dcscriptivo^of  tho  material  Kunt.  which  will  servo  the  purpose 
of  a  reoonrd,  as  well  as  for  the  description  of  the  exhibit.  This  explains  the  non-appearance  of 
the  oatalaKue  in  the  pamphlet  dosorlptivo  of  the  educational  system  and  institutions  of  tho 
provinoe  distributed  at  tho  Exposition. 


»  • 
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Although  the  18th  of  February  is  fixed  as  the  liiuit  of  time,  it  is 
desirable  that  as  much  material  as  possible  should  be  sent  in  earlier — 
say,  during  the  month  of  January.  Most  of  the  work  required  can  be 
prepared  at  short  notice  and  in  a  few  days,  and  should  not  be  delayed. 
And  it  is  hoped  that  a  generous  devotion  to  our  educational  interests 
will  be  shown  by  all  educational  institutions  in  preparing  and  for- 
warding the  more  valuable  although  not  so  easily  obtainable  exhibits. 

I  am,  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MacKAY, 

Education  Office,  Superintendent  of  Education. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Dec.  12th.  1892. 

Many  sections  of  the  country  responded  promptly  and  creditably  to 
this  appeal.  To  the  energy  of  Inspectors  as  well  as  to  the  chftr&cter  of 
of  the  teachers,  t^iis  result  was  no  doubt  due.  From  the  well  selected 
material  sent  to  this  department,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  make 
another  selection,  as  on  account  of  the  reserve  of  very  many  sections 
of  the  province,  the  volume  of  material  was  not  excessive.  This 
allowed  the  sending  on  to  Chicago,  of  all  the  material  transmitted  to 
Halifax.  According  to  the  general  instructions  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  Director  of  the  Fair,  the  excess  of  material  after  the 
exhibition  space  was  filled,  was  kept  in  drawers  to  replace  every 
month  or  two  exhibits  becoming  dusty  and  air-stained  on  the  walls. 

Your  government  was  fortunate  in  securing  as  advisory  commis- 
sioner, Alexander  McKay,  Esq.,  the  Supervisor  of  the  Public  Schools 
in  Halifax,  to  instal  the  Educational  and  Mineral  exhibit  at  Chicago. 
After  very  considerable  anxiety,  trouble,  and  loss  of  valuable  time, 
owing  first  to  the  railway  blockade,  and  secondly  to  the  unfinished 
state  of  the  buildings  when  he  arrived,  the  exhibit  was  finally  installed 
in  the  most  efiective  manner.  Such  has  been  the  unanimous  opinion 
expressed  by  the  ablest  judges,  and  such  would  I  expect  from  a  man 
who  has  had  the  most  successfuil  experience  in  the  development  of 
much  of  the  best  educational  work  in  this  province,  and  who  has  had 
also  probably  more  extensive  experience  than  any  other  in  educational 
exhibitions.  From  the  semi-official  reports  coming  to  this  office,  he 
has  undoubtly  made  the  best  disposition  of  the  material  sent,  for  the 
credit  and  honor  of  the  province. 

For  further  details  I  refer  you  to  Appendix  E,  where  the  full  report 
of  the  Advisory  Commissioner  appears. 

From  Sydney  to  Yarmouth,  the  schools  which  took  part  in  the 
competition  have  been,  so  far  as  reported  by  their  teachers,  beneficially 
stimulated.  Some  have  spoken  very  enthusiastically  of  the  unexpected 
benefit  resulting  from  their  efforts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  province 
has  done  its  duty  in  taking  its  place  among  greater  provinces  and 
states ;  and  in  doing  its  duty,  I  am  glad  to  say,  it  has  lost  no  prestige. 


EDUCATION— SUl'ERINTENDENT^S   REPORT.  xxiii 


In  conclusion,  I  refer  you  to  the  appendices  among  which  will  be 
found  reports  from  Inspectors,  &c.,  and  from  the  institutions  closely 
related  to  the  public  free  school  system  of  the  province. 

The  more  imperative  duties  of  the  Education  Department  during 
the  year  has  entirely  prohibited  the  mature  consideration  of  several 
matters  which  might  otherwise  have  been  already  determined.  In 
the  coming  year  there  will  be  much  to  deliberate  upon ;  but  time  is 
always  bringing  in  new  facts  and  experiences  to  contribute  to  the 
ensuring  of  right  action. 

• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MacKAY. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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APPORTIONM  EXT  oV  COUXTY   FUND — SUMMER  TERM. 


TABLE    XV/. 

APPORTIOKMEKT   of    Col'NTi'    b'lTND  TO  TRUSTEES    FOR   YEAR    ENDED 

July  .  1803. 


Ml-NICIPVLITIKS. 
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Chatw 
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Total- 1S93... 

20010-2 

14Uf.U8 
1S333I 
24.1741 
181706 

20U2  04 
312  91 
826  .»] 
1810  37 
1476  04 
1073  96 



135  00 
93  30 
86  70 

1  67 
0  99 
i  08 

32  03 
23  02 

75  59 

1  09 
1  07 

70^5436 

?3S120  23   ■918200  6*   'SilSU  25 

?2240  00 

539023  30 

31    16 
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GOVERNMENT  AID  TO   POOR  SECTIONS. 


TABLE  XVII. 
Special  Government  Aid  to  Poor  Sections. 


Counties. 


Paid  by  Government  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  Grants,  to- 
wards Salaries  of  Teachers  em- 
ployed in  Poor  Sections. 


Annapolis 

AntigonisI) 

Cape  Breton  . . . 

Colchester 

Cumberland . . . , 

J^igby 

Guysboro 

Halifax  Co  . . . . 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings , 

Lunenburg. . . . 

Pictou   

Queens 

Richmond  .... 
Shelburne  .... 

Victoria 

Yarmouth  .... 

Total,  1893 


Total 


First  half  year. 

Second  half  year. 

$  5G  00 

$  108  09 

$  104  88 

40  45 

93  80 

134  25 

48  05 

102  33 

150  98 

80  54 

144  46 

225  00 

09  90 

145  43 

215  39 

41  08 

79^17 

120  25 

39  04 

89  41 

128  45 

55  32 

102  99 

158  31 

46  08 

90  05 

130  13 

00  10 

125  49 

185  05 

72  79 

138  45 

211  24 

83  90 

141  04 

225  00 

43  10 

78  92 

122  08 

43  00 

83  01 

127  27 

17  17 

49  10 

00  33 

9  07 

17  80 

27  47 

40  00 

114  03 

154  09 

43  GO 

84  50 

128  22 

$892  10 

$1789  49 

$2081  59 

POOR  SECTIONS— SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 
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TABLE  XVIII 
Poor  Sections — Special  County  Aid. 


Municipalities. 


Number  of  those 
Sections  baying 
Schools. 


Amount  of  County  Assessment 
paid  to  these  Schoob  over 
and  above  ordinary  allowance. 


Annapolis,  County  of 

Antigonish,      n  

Cape  Breton,    m  

Colchester,        ••  

Cumberland,    m  

Digby,  District  of 

Clare,  n  

Gnysboro,  .1  

St.  Mary's,  n  

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of,  East 

n  II  West 

Inverne5:s,  County  of 

Kings,  II  

Lunenburg  and  West  Dublin. 

Chester,  District  of 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens,        h  

Richmond    n  

Shelburne,  District  of 

Barrington,        u  

Victoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

Argyle, • . . 

Total,  1893 


$  139  37 

129  10 
156  15 
191  38 
185  99 
108  70 

30  12 
G8  38 

31  37 
145  03 

81  00 
100  G5 
153  23 
223  99 

130  71 
64  88 

125  14 
99  29 

118  72 
15  84 
34  18 

124  00 
67  17 
48  06 


S2573  15 
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COUNTY   ACADEMIES. 
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40  GOVERNMENt  GRANTS, 


TABLE  XXTTI, 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION, 

FOR  (NINE  MONTHS)  ENDED,  JULY,  1893. 

Common  Schools S  125,622  20 

Normal  School 5,750  00 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 1,530  00 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 1,237  50 

Manual  Training  School 750  00 

County  Academies 11,807  15 

Inspection 9,712  50 

Expenses  (office) 1,449  14 

Salaries         "       2,850  00 

Examination 1,337  02 

School  of  Agriculture 1,125  00 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  Pupils 1,439  80 

Government  Night  Schools 1,430  18 

$  166,040  49 
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APPENDIX    A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SujKrmtendeTit  of  Education, 

Sir,— 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Normal  School,  which  closed  on  June 
29th,  the  number  of  students  in  attendance  was  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three.  The  various  counties  of  the  Province  were  represented  as 
follows : 

Colchester 32 

Cumberland 21 

Pictou 21 

Halifax 16 

Hants.... 12 

Lunenburg: 10 

Inverness 9 

Kings 8 

Queens 7 

Annapolis ^ 5 

Yarmouth; 4 

Cape  Breton 4 

Antigonish 4 

Shelburne 3 

Guysborough 3 

Digby 1 

Richmond 1 

Prince  Edward  Island 1 

Newfoundland 1 

At  the  time  of  enrolment  one  held  license  of  class  A,  nineteen  held 
class  B,  fifty-four  class  C,  and  thirty-six  class  D. 

Six  were  College  graduates — two  of  Acadia,  two  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier,  and  two  of  Dalhousie.  Several  others  were  undergraduates 
of  these  Colleges  and  Mt.  Allison. 

On  the  whole  the  session  may  be  regarded  as  a  successful  one.  The 
attendance  was  larger  than  it  had  been  for  several  years ;  the  ability 
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kod  scholarship  of  the  students  were  above  the  average ;  and  the 
;eneral  health  was  good.  Two  very  promising  students  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  institution  on  account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  John  Sturk 
of  Canning,  Kings  county,  and  Miss  Annie  C.  Archibald  of  Watervale, 
Pictou  county,  the  latter  dying  a  few  weeks  after  her  return  home. 
Miss  Archibald  was  a  most  amiable  young  woman  and  greatly 
endeared  herself  to  both  teachers  and  students. 

As  the  outcome  of  our  work  fifty-nine  students  were  graduated  in 
the  first  rank,  fifty-nine  in  the  second  rank,  and  thirty-six  in  the 
third  rank.  Two  graduates  of  a  former  session  were  not  advanced  to 
higher  standing,  and  seven  not  completing  the  course  did  not  receive 
diplomas. 

It  had  been  announced  that  academic  work,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  prepai*ation  of  students  in  the  scholarship  required  for  license  of 
the  different  classes,  would  be  discontinued.  Many  applicants  for 
admission,  not  fully  understanding  the  nature  of  the  change,  came 
with  the  expectation  that  the  work  would  follow  old  lines  with  some 
of  the  classes ;  that  is,  imparting  the  scholarship  required  for  higher 
classes  of  license  as  well  as  giving  the  more  strictly  professional 
training.  Among  these  were  several  of  great  promise,  young  men  and 
women  of  excellent  ability  and  possessed  of  those  moral  qualities  which 
are  ever  to  be  ranked  among  the  highest  and  most  essential  qualifica- 
tions of  the  teacher.  To  obviate  any  disappointment  and  inconvenience 
which  might  arise  out  of  an  abrupt  transition  from  the  old  to  the 
new  order  of  things,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  admit  these  applicants 
And  give  them  the  combined  course  which  they  desired.  This  decision 
involved  the  division  of  the  school  into  five  classes : 

1.  The  first  class  pursuing  the  professional  course  for  a  diploma  of 
the  First  Rank. 

2.  The  second  class  taking  the  combined  academic  and  professional 
course  for  High  School  Certificate  of  First  Grade  and  diploma  of  First 
Rank. 

3.  The  third  class  pursuing  professional  course  for  diploma  of 
Second  Rank. 

4.  The  fourth  class  taking  a. combined  academic  and  professional 
course  for  High  School  Certificate  of  Second  Grade  and  diploma  of 
Third  Rank. 

5.  The  fifth  class  taking  a  combined  academic  and  professional 
course  for  High  School  Certificate  of  Third  Grade  and  diploma  of 
Third  Rank. 

It  Avill  be  readily  understood  that  this  wide  field  taxed  pretty 
heavily  the  energies  of  the  teaching  staff ;  every  one,  however,  accepted 
the  conditions  as  matter  of  supreme  duty  and  wrought  with  willing 
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The  Governor  General's  medals  were  awarded  as  follows : 

1.  Silver  Medal  to  Mr.  Albert  E.  Brownrigg. 

2.  '•  •'  Mr.  Harry  Irwin. 

3.  Bronze  Medal  to  Miss  Florence  Crawford. 

4.  ••  ••  Miss  Ellen  M.  Skerry. 

5.  ••  •*  Mr.  Patrick  A.  McGarry. 

While  the  leaders  of  educational  thought  and  of  educational 
work  in  all  civilized  countries  are  pretty  well  aorreed  that  the  highest 
measure  of  success  in  practical  education  is  conditioned  on  the  special 
training  of  teachers,  yet  occasionally  the  utility  of  Normal  Schools  is 
challenged  and  especially  the  propriety  of  making  this  training 
compulsory.  It  is  said  by  some  that  our  teachers  remain  so  short  a 
time  in  the  work  that  the  service  rendered  is  not  an  equivalent  for 
the  expenditure  of  time  and  means  involved  in  the  training  process. 
There  is  another  way  of  looking  at  the  matter.  If  those  who  assume 
the  office  of  the  teacher  made  teaching  a  life  callinG^,  or  a  business  of 
several  years'  duration,  they  mi^ht  by  and  by  acquire  a  good  degree  of 
skill  in  the  school  of  experience  and  thus  in  the  later  years  of  their 
service  make  some  compensation  for  their  blundering  in  the  earlier 
periods.  But  if  our  schools  are  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of 
beginners,  the  impression  forces  itself  pretty  strongly  on  the  thoughtful 
mind  that  there  is  all  the  more  need  of  some  special  training  that  these 
tyros  may,  during  their  brief  tenure,  have  the  benefit  of  the  thinking 
and  experience  of  others. 

True,  indeed,  training  is  not  everything.  It  is  not  claimed,  and  it 
should  not  be  expected,  that  every  trained  teacher  will  prove  a  success 
in  the  school  room.  There  are  essential  qualities  which  the  Normal 
School  cannot  impart.  One  must  have  the  proper  stuff  to  work  on  in 
making  teachers  as  in  other  things,  or  the  results  will  be  as  disappoint- 
ing ah  the  traditional  failure  to  manufacture  the  silk  purse  from 
unsuitable  material.  There  must  be  the  solid  substratum  of  natural 
ability,  scholarship,  moral  character  and  common  sense ;  otherwise 
professional  training  amounts  to  very  little. 

Nor  is  skill  in  teaching  the  exclusive  gift  of  the  Normal  School. 
Some  may  by  a  sort  of  instinct  know  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it ; 
others  may  be  capable  of  discovering  the  road  to  success  in  the  school 
of  experience.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  born  teachers  and 
those  who  have  the  gift  of  becoming  self-made  teachers  may  be  able 
to  work  with  less  expenditure  of  energy  and  with  more  economy  of 
time  and  material  after  some  study  of  the  fundamental  principles  on 
which  successful  teaching  depends,  and  a  little  guiding  by  those  who 
have  given  long  years  to  the  work.  Success  in  this  department  of 
human  effort  is  governed  by  law  and  is  dependent  on  rational 
principles  as  well  as  in  most  other  kinds  of  business. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  yours  with  much  respect, 

JOHN  B.  CALKIN. 
NormaJL  School,  Truro,  N,  fif.,  Sept  30th,  1893. 
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STUDENTS    OF    SESSION,    1892.'93, 

AWARDED   FIRST   RANK   DIPLOMAS. 


Allen,  Olga  F Dartmouth Halifax  Co. 

Armstrong,  Mertie Port  Med  way Queens. 

Atwood,  Alice  J Clemcntsport Annapolis. 

Beattie,  Frank  H Pietou Pictou. 

Bigney,  Anna  L Wentworth    Cumberland. 

Bigney,  Annie  M Ilantsport    Hants. 

Bigney,  Arthur  ( ) ,   Mt.  Denson Hants. 

Brooks,  Ethel Burlington Hants. 

Brownrigg,  Albert  E Pictou Pictou. 

Campbell,  Robert  S Tatamagouche Colchester. 

Carter,  Bessie  M Canaan Kings. 

Christopher,  Maude Brookfield Queens. 

Clements,  Annie  M Port  Medway Queens. 

Church;  Nina  E Bedford    Halifax. 

(vonnolly,  Edward North  Intervale  .......   Guysboro. 

Corbin,  Maude  E Bedford Halifax. 

Cox,  Jeannette Upper  Stewiacke Colchester. 

Creelman,  William  A Truro Colchester. 

Culton,  Sophia  A Springville Pictou. 

Cunningham,  Wm Tatamagouche Colchester. 

Davidson,  Lucretia  F Little  Bass  River Colchester. 

Dickson,  Hattio Onslow Colchester. 

Dickson,  Julia Oxford Cumberland. 

Fisher.  L.  Louise Bridgetown    Annapolis. 

Ford,  Andrew  S Amherst Cumberland. 

Fraser,  Hugh  McL Pictou Pictou. 

Gray,  Wm.  S Hopewell Pictou. 

Gunn,  Annie  C East  River  St.  Mary's  . .   Pictou. 

Hardwick,  Mary  L Annapolis Annapolis. 

Hebb,  Bertha  B Bridjrewater Lunenburg. 

Hemmeon,  Morley  D Wolfville Kings. 

Hogg,  Henry  B Yarmouth Yarmouth. 

Irwin,  Harry Shelburne Shelburne. 

Johnston,  Isabel    Westville Pictou. 

Kaulback,  Mary Bridgewater Lunenburg. 

Mack,  Edward  E Mill  Village  Queens. 

McGarry,  Patrick  A Margaree    Inverness. 

Maclnnes  ,  Lenora Truro Colchester. 

MacGregor,  Helen Halifax Halifax. 

MacKenzie,  Ellen  M Stellarton Pictou. 

MacLennan,  Alexis Cow  Bay JCape  Breton. 

MacNeill,  Bessie Berwick Kings. 
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MacPhee,  Margaret  J South  River Antigonish. 

McPherson,  Huprh Fraser's  Mills Antigonish. 

Martin,  Oscar  McN East  Jordan Shelbume. 

Messenger.  Laura Tremont Kings. 

Morton,  Flora New  Germany Lunenburg. 

Murphy,  Jennie  B Shelbume Shelbume. 

Murray,  Sadie  E New  Glasgow    Pietou. 

Nichols,  Edward  H I^ighy l^igby. 

Ross,  Susie Canning Kings. 

Skerry,  Ellen  M New  Ross Lunenburg. 

Smith,  Pearl Chester Lunenburg. 

Sullivan,  Lillie  J Guysboro'    Guysboro*. 

Tomkins,  Morris Margaree Invemess. 

Wallace,  Flora  B A vondale Hants. 

Willett,  Clara Tupperville    Annapolis. 

Wilson,  Blanche Truro Colchester. 

Woodill,  Arthur Sydney Cape  Breton. 


AWARDED  SECOND  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


Barnes.  Belinda Harbor  Grace    Newfoundland. 

Barrett,  Frederic  E Truro   Colchester. 

Boyd,  Annie  L Loch  Lomond Richmond. 

Brennan,  Jessie  J.  C Lake  George Kin^s. 

Burrifj,  Estella Lower  Musquodoboit. . .  Halifax. 

Calder,  Maud     Truro   Colchester. 

Cameron,  Lizzie  M Piedmont  Valley Pietou. 

Carter,  Ida Amher.st Cumberland. 

Chisholm,  Sarah  J Salt  Springs Antigonish. 

Chisholm,  Annie Great  Village Colchester. 

Crandall.  EllaD WolfviUe    Kings. 

Crawford,  Florence New  Dublin Lunenburg. 

Crowe,  Clara Pleasant  Hills Colchester. 

Gumming,  Mabel Westville Pietou. 

Currie,  Minnie West  Dublin Lunenburg. 

Davison,  Geo.  W Woodville Hants. 

Doyle,  Mary  A Melford Inverness. 

Freeman,  Winnie. ......  Pleasant  River Queens. 

Frizzle,  Wm.  H Margaree   Inverness. 

Fulton,  Susie  D Folly  Village Colchester. 

Gammell,  Nessie Upper  Stewiacke Colchester. 

Graham,  Lois  A Wentworth    Cumberland. 

Grant,  Mary Middle  Musquodoboit  . .  Halifax. 

Grant,  Jessie  E Springville Pietou. 

Harris,  Laura  J Bear  River Annapolis. 

Henderson,  Bella Henderson  Settlement. .  Cumberland. 

Higgins,  Roxie Middle  Musquodoboit  .  •  Halifax. 
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Johnson,  Addie  C E^st  Mountain Colchester. 

Kaulbeek,  Tena Clifton    Colchester. 

Lay  ton,  Fannie  L Middle  Musquo'loboit  . .   Halifax. 

LeBlanc,  Emilie Eel  Brook Yarmouth. 

Lightbody,  Maggie  Belmont  • Colchester. 

Lindsay,  Lizzie Belmont  Colchester. 

Lynds,  Laura  E DeBert Colchester. 

Lyons,  Mamie  I Upper  Onslow Colchester. 

MacCurdy,  Tena Clifton Colchester. 

MacDonald,  Lizzie Iron  Ore Pictou. 

MacKay,  Janet Plymouth Yarmouth. 

MacKay,  Mary  F Plymouth Yarmouth. 

MacLachlin,  Ethel Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

MacTavlsh,  Jessie Carriboo Pictou. 

MacQregor,  Ellen Westville Pictou. 

Miller,  Stella Folly  Village Colchester. 

Moffatt,  Annie  M Little  Bras  d*Or Cape  Breton. 

Moffatt,  M&ry  E  ....;...   Little  Bras  d'Or Cape  Breton. 

Munro,  Sadie  E Central  Onslow Colchesterl 

Murdock,  Selina West  Gore Hants. 

Murray,  Christena  S North  Earl  ton Colchester. 

Nelson,  Blanche  S Truro Colchester. 

O'Brien,  Helen Noel Hants. 

Partridge,  Ethel    Halifax Halifax. 

Roy,  Bessie   Maitland Hants. 

Salter,  Hattie  M Scotch  Village Hants. 

Shankel,  Bolton    Hubbard's  Cove Halifax. 

Simpson,  Lydia  W Springhill Cumberland. 

Sinclair,  Maggie    Bridgeville     Pictou. 

Sturk,  John  N Canning Kings. 

Sutherland,  Rose  A Goshen  Guysboro'. 

Swift,  Sara  A Springhill Cumberland. 


AWARDED  THIRD  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


Anderson,  Tillie Harbor  Bouche Antigonish. 

Annand,  Laura Gay's  River  Road Halifax. 

Archibald,  Mary  Maud    . .  Upper  Musquodoboit. . .   Halifax. 

Atkinson,  Janie Southampton Cumberland. 

Beaton,  Katie Mabou    Inverness. 

Blair,  Carrie  T Truro Colchester. 

Caldwell,  Hannah  M New  Germany Lunenburg. 

Carle,  Bessie Truro Colchester. 

Ervin,  Anetta   Gay's  River  Road Halifax. 

Goodwin,  Bessie  F Lorneville Cumberland. 

Graham,  Melissa Upper  Stewiacke Colchester. 

Hebb,  Eugenie  F Kempt   Queens, 
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Henderson,  Emma  B Henderson  Settlemei^. .  Cumberland. 

Henderson,  Eleanor  J. . . .  Henderson  Settlement. .  Cumberland. 

Leslie,  Lillie Spry  Bay Halifax. 

MacAloney.  Maggie West  Brook Cumberland. 

Mayne,  Minnie  B Noel  Shore    Hants. 

MacCloskey,  Addie  E  . . . .  Northport    Cumberland. 

Mahoney,  Libbie Henderson  Settlement. .  Cumberland. 

MacDaniel,   Matthew  0  . .  Margaree  Forks Inverness. 

McDonald,  Sarah River  Dennis Inverness. 

MacDonald,  Tena  S Whitburn Pietou. 

Mackay,  Maggie   B Waugli's  River Colchester. 

MacKay,  Cossie McLellan's  Mt Pietou. 

MacEenzie,  Maggie  E  . . . .  Durham Pietou. 

MacMaster,  Maria  C Creignish   Inverness. 

Minard,  Clara  V Brookiield    Queens. 

Mitchell,  George  S Linden Cumberland. 

Munro,  John  A Pugwash Cumberland. 

O'Regan,  Mamie Parrsboro' Cumberland. 

Patterson,  Daisy  E Linden Cumberland. 

Redmond,  James  A Pugwash Cumberland. 

Reid,  Maggie  D  .    Union Colchester. 

Smith,   Elmer Pugwash    Cumberland. 

Wilson,  Maggie  N River  John Pietou. 

Wright,   Lilah  J Upper  Nine  Mile  River.  Pietou. 


FORMER  GRADUATES. 


*  Archibald,  Annie   C...    Watervale Pietou. 

Hiltz,  Jessie Chester Lunenburg. 


COURSE  UNCOMPLETED. 


Bradley,  John  A Princeport Colchester. 

Fulton,  Sadie Folly  Village Colchester. 

Hubley,  Winifred French  Village Halifax. 

Hunt,  Henry  J Mabou    Inverness. 

McKay,  Thomas  C Dartmouth Halifax. 

Ross,  Mary  Sophia North  Bedeque P.  E,  I. 

Teck,  Henry  J Milford Hants. 
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APPENDIX     B. 


REPOETS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT   No.   1.— HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

I  respectfully  .submit  the  folluwing  as  my  twenty-second  annual 
report  on  the  public  schools  for  Halifax:  District,  No.  1. 

The  new  regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1892,  introduced  several  important  changes,  so  that  the 
three  quarters  of  eleven  weeks  each  that  ended  on  the  SUt  day  of 
July,  1893,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  a  period  of  trial  and  transition. 

The  changed  date  for  holding  the  annual  meetings  from  the  last 
Monday  in  Stpteuiber  to  the  last  Monday  in  June  caused  some 
anxiety  as  to  its  effect  on  the  amount  to  be  voted  by  the  ratepayers 
for  the  support  of  schools.  These  apprehensions  were  not  wholly 
unreasonable,  when  we  remember  that  five-eighths  of  the  sections  in 
Halifax  County  are  situated  on  or  near  the  sea  coast ;  and  that  many 
of  the  ratepayers  are  necessarily  away  from  home  in  the  months  of 
June,  July  and  August.  As  you  are  aware  one  of  the  strongest 
objections  against  the  change  from  the  old  two-term  system  to  the 
present,  was  made  on  this  ground  that  the  last  of  September  saw 
the  fishermen's  harvest  pretty  well  gathered  in,  and  the  ratepayers 
would  perhaps  be  better  able  and  more  willing  to  vote  the  necessary 
supplies  for  carrying  on  the  school  work  of  the  section. 

I  received  several  letters  assuring  me  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
attempt  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  at  the  newly  appointed  date.  To 
each  my  answer  was,  "  Put  up  your  notices,  hold  your  meeting,  do 
your  best,  and  report  promptly." 

I  was  requested  to  call  a  special  annual  meeting  in  three  cases  only 

Furthermore,  a  careful  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  annual 
meetings  discloses  the  fact  that  the  amount  voted  in  a  majority  of 
the  sections  for  all  school  purposes  fully  came  up  to  that  of  1892. 
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At  the  annual  meeting  in  St.  James'  section.  No.  3,  head  of  St. 
Margaret's  Bay,  some  of  the  ratepayers  were  in  favour  of  repairing 
their  school-house  while  others  were  for  building  a  new  one.  It  was 
finally  decided  that,  inasmuch  as  the  site  of  the  present  building  is 
very  bad  and  cannot  be  improved,  and  moreover,  a»  the  total  enrol- 
ment for  1893  was  84,  and  as  the  law  requires  for  "  any  section 
having  between  50  and  80  pupils,  a  house  with  comfortable  sittings 
for  the  same,  and  a  good  class  room  for  the  assistant,"  a  suitable  house 
should  be  erected  upon  a  site  where  sufficient  room  would  also  be 
afforded  with  land  for  a  good  play-ground.  A  few  days  after  this 
decision,  the  house  was  in  ashes.  This  makes  the  third  school-house 
destroyed  by  fire  in  three  adjoining  sections,  viz :  No.  4,  in  Head 
Harbour  section  ;  No.  3|,  in  East  River,  for  which  the  incendiary  is 
serving  a  three  years'  term  in  the  penitentiary  ;  and  now  this  one  in 
No.  3.  The  house  in  the  Partridge  River,  Preston  section,  was  also 
burned  in  February  last ;  but  this  was  caused  by  the  "  ash  barrel." 
John  Shatford,  Esq.,  warden  of  Halifax  Municipality,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Western  Board,  moved  the  following  resolution: 
''  That  whereas,  so  many  school-houses,  in  Halifax  county  and  in  the 
Province  at  large,  have  been  destroyed  by  fire;  therefore  resolved, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  a  law  should  be  enacted  rendering 
it  compulsory  on  trustees  to  keep  the  school  property  in  their  charge 
properly  insured." 

The  South  section,  in  Middle  Musquodoboit,  has  erected  a  large  and 
commodious  bouse. 

In  no  two  years  of  my  experience  as  Inspector,  have  as  many 
school  and  out-houses  been  repaired  and  either  painted  or  white- 
washed. I  have  called  the  attention  of  teachers  and  trustees  to  the 
following,  as  contained  in  the  August  and  April  Journals  of  Educa- 
tion :  "  If  out-houses  are  not  kept  inoffensive,  both  as  to  odor  and 
sight,  the  school  buildings  should  be  condemned  until  they  are  made 
safe  both  as  regards  the  public  health  and  ruorals.  Both  tf^aoher  and 
trustees  should  lose  the  public  moneys  while  the  buiMings  continue, 
according  to  the  Inspector's  opinion,  unsightly  or  unsafe.*' 

The  number  of  schools  in  session  during  any  part  of  the  year  (nine 
months)  was  142,  and  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  6033.  In 
1892,  (twelve  months)  144  schools  were  in  session  and  the  number  of 
pupils  in  attendance  was  6692. 

The  Classes  of  the  144  teachers  in  charge  were : 

Class  A 1 

"      B 10 

••      C 83 

••     D 50 

Males  numbered  13,  and  females  181. 
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You  will  find  in  Table  8,  that  the  average  number  of  minutes  per 
week,  taken  by  teachers  during  the  year,  in  giving  insti  uction  in  the 
various  subjects  gives : 

For  reading , 310  minutes. 

arithmetic 330  " 

spelling 196  •• 

writing 116  *• 

geography 98  » 

history 96  •• 

grammar 98  *' 

Reading,  spelling,  writing  and  arithmetic  make  a  total  of  952 
minutes  per  week,  and  these  together  with  grammar,  geography, 
history  and  drawing  give  1328,  out  of,  say,  a  possible  1500,  or  aoout 
22  hours  a  week  out  of  25. 

The  average  salary  from  the  sections  for  Class  B,  male  teachers,  is 
$29G.  For  1892.  Classes  A  and  B,  S427.  Up  to  the  present  year 
Classes  A  and  B  have  been  taken  together,  and  Dartmouth  has  paid  a 
salary  of  $1000  less  the  Provincial  grant  of  S118.  For  1893,  Dart- 
mouth pays  to  Principal  Miller  $1100,  less  the  government  money. 

Hygiene  and  Temperance.  I  anticipate  much  good  from  the 
introduction  and  use  of  the  "Health  Headers,"  especially  in  the 
hands  of  earnest  and  competent  teachers.  Our  schools  are  ready 
for  them.  The  Temperance  and  Tobacco  Acts  did  not  come  into 
operation  any  too  soon. 

I  have  in  many  of  our  schools  recommended  two  short  recesses  in 
the  forenoon  and  two  in  the  afternoon.  The  windows  are  then 
thrown  up  and  in  this  way  good  ventilation  is  secured.  An  authority 
says :  "  As  a  hygienic  agency  nothing  can  take  the  place  of  amuse- 
ments.   Recreation  is  re-creation.     Study  exhausts. ;  play  rests." 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  teachers  as  a  body  are  steadily 
advancing  in  efficiency.  Experience  and  application  have  enabled 
many,  who  commenced  with  but  slender  qualifications,  to  obtain 
higher  Classes  and  become  useful  teachers. 

''Good  schools  are  the  natural  results  of  good  teaching.  They 
never  come  of  good  school-houses,  or  good  courses  of  study,  or  good 
superintendence.  All  these  external  means  are  useful  and  necessary 
as  conditions,  but  good  teachers,  guided  by  a  true  method  of  work, 
constitute  the  efficient  causes  of  all  good  schools." 

More  than  half  of  our  schools  responded  to  the  invitation  and 
prepared  more  or  less  work  for  the  World's  Fair.  The  best  specimens 
were  submitted  to  very  competent  judges  and  pronounced  creditable 
to  the  teachers  and  pupils. 
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On  the  first  of  March  it  was  my  pleading  duty  to  attend  the 
opening  of  a  public  school  in  the  Indian  settlement,  about  five  niilc^ 
from  Dartmouth.  The  school-house  was  built  by  the  Dominion 
Government,  to  which  they  have  added  a  grant,  thus  far,  at  the  rate 
of  $150  per  annum. 

As  this  is  the  first  and  only  school  in  Halifax  County  established 
for  these  "  dusky  sons  of  the  forest,"  the  opening  proceedings  which 
the  parents  of  the  children  attended,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
observe  how  keenly  they  appreciated  the  privilege  this  school  will 
afford  for  the  education  of  their  children. 

The  school  began  with  12,  but  at  the  examination  on  the  10th  of 
July  there  were  17  present;  and  itw.s  pleasant  to  see  how  much 
had  been  accomplished  in  the  short  time  of  four  months.  I  succeeded 
in  getting  a  teacher  who  knew  enough  of  kindergarten  games  and 
object  lessons  to  interest  the  little  ones  and  arouse  their  intelligence. 
My  deep  interest  in  this  school  has  led  me  to  visit  it  on  four  occasions 
and  to  aid  the  teacher  by  advice.  The  kindergarten  occupations 
have  been  wonderfully  developing  and  it  has  been  a  delightful 
surprise  to  see  how  readily  they  would  build  up  forms,  and  how 
quickly  and  accurately  they  learned  to  count  and  calculate  from 
objects.  Justice  compels  me  to  ^ay  that  I  have  never  seen  parents 
who  were  more  grateful  to  the  teacher  who  has  endeavoured  to 
inculcate  habits  of  neatness,  cleanliness  and  good  manners.  The 
house  is  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  wholesome. 

During  the  school  year,  I  made  197  visits  to  the  county  schools 
and  103  to  the  city  schools. 

The  Dartmouth  schools,  21  in  all,  are  under  the  able  supervision  of 
Principal  Miller,  assisted  in  the  high  school  department  by  Miss  Sara 
Findlay.  Mr.  Miller  devotes  about  three  hours  of  the  day  to  teaching 
and  the  remaining  time  to  the  work  of  supervision. 

City  Schools,  I  have  never  visited  the  Halifax  schools,  with  more 
perfect  satisfaction  than  during  the  months  of  March  and  April  of 
the  present  year.  The  steady  improvements  in  the  primary  schools 
with  regard  to  accommodation,  teachers  and  classification  in  every 
respect  during  the  last  ten  years,  is  remarkable  and  most  encouraging. 
Writing  on  slates  that  would  have  done  credit  formerly  to  pupils  of 
the  third  Qrade  is  now  to  be  seen  in  all  the  primary  departments. 

The  city  schools  are  now  in  a  state  of  higher  efiSciency  than  at  any 
previous  period.  They  are  conducted  as  a  whole  by  a  competent 
class  of  teachers  who  certainly  discharge  their  important  duties  with 
energy,  ability  and  fidelity. 

The  time  for  mere  cramming  or  even  for  book  teaching  alone,  and 
for  lifeless  routine  in  our  schools  is  most  certainly  past. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.   CONDON. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SupeHntendetit  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.   2.— LUNENBURG   AND   QUEENS. 

H.  H.  Macintosh,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  Public  Schools  of 
Inspectoral  District  No.  2.  for  year  ended  July  Slst,  1893. 

The  number  of  sections  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  191,  made 
up  as  follows : 

District  of  Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin 116  sections. 

••  "    Chester 29         »' 

"  "    South  Queens 26         '• 

••  "    North       "       , .  20         •' 

There  were  9  sections  without  school  during  the  year,  viz:  2  in 
Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin,  1  in  Chester,  4  in  South  Queens,  and  2 
in  North  Queens. 

The  year  just  closed  cannot  recwlily   be  compared,  in   regard   to 

statistics,  with   previous  years;    suffice  to  say,  that  in  grand  total 

attendance  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  over  the  corresponding 

part  of  the  year  1892.     The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 

'  schools  in  operation,  number  of  pupils  registered  and  attendance  : 

Lunenburg  County. 


District. 

No.  of  Schools. 

Pupils 
Registered. 

Grand  Total 
Attendance. 

Lunenburg  &  New  Dublin 
Chester   

141 
30 

6002 
1310 

504,163 
105,216 

Total . . 

171 

7312 

609.379 

Queens  County. 


South  Oueens 

36 
18 

1435 
564 

136.901 

North        •*       

41.850 

Total 

54 

1999 

178,751 

In  Lunenburg  county  the  average  attendance  was  52  per  cent,  of 
the  number  registered,  and  in  Queens  county  55  per  cent.  The  pro- 
portion of  the  population  attending  school  in  Lunenburg  county  was 
1  in  4.25,  and  in  Queens  county,  1  in  5.3. 
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There  were  230  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  174  in  Lunen- 
burg county  and  56  in  Queens,  divided  among  the  different  Classes 
as  follows : 

A  B  C  D 

Lunenburg  County ...  2  10  73  89 

Queens  •'        ...2  6  32  16 

Of  these,  25  were  males  and  205  females,  28  being  graduates  of 
the  Normal  School. 

On  account  of  the  recent  changes,  the  past  year  was,  in  certain 
respects,  one  of  considerable  anxiety  to  many  of  our  teachers,  but  at 
the  same  time  was  a  very  successful  one,  and  the  result  of  the  year's 
work  was  most  encouraging. 

The  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  were  well  attended 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  Chester,  where  a  quorum  could  not  be 
obtained.  As  the  Board  stands  at  present,  it  is  difficult  to  get  a 
quorum,  some  of  the  members  having  to  come  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  to  attend.  The  appointment  of  say  three  new  commissioners 
in  Chester  town  or  vicinity  would  obviate  the  difficulty. 

With  a  single  exception,  New  Elm,  all  the  schools  on  the  mainland 
were  visited  and  a  number  of  them  a  second  time.  I  was  twice 
prevented  from  reaching  New  Elm  on  account  of  bad  roads  and 
stormy  weather.  In  a  number  of  instances,  schools  were  not  in 
session  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  their  neighbourhood,  which 
necessitated  my  travelling  over  the  same  ground  twice.  Six  out  of 
nine  island  schools  were  visited ;  the  other  three  were  open  during 
the  winter  months  only  and  closed  at  the  season  of  the  year  most 
suitable  for  visiting  such.  In  some  schools  a  day  was  spent,  in  others, 
a  half-day,  the  average  length  of  visit  being  from  two  to  two  and 
a  half  hours.  This  enabled  me  to  make  the  work  of  inspection  more 
thorough  and  satisfactory.  Shorter  visits  would  have  given  but 
little  time  for  examining  school  work,  as,  in  nearly  every  instance, 
more  or  less  time  had  to  be  given  to  the  explanation  of  registers, 
returns  and  new  regulations. 

Our  school  buildings,  as  a  class,  are  improving  from  year  to  year. 
I  say,  as  a  class,  for  many  are  yet  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition. 
Every  year  the  worst  of  these  are  condemned  and  new  ones  take 
their  places.  Ten  new  school-houses  have  been  built  in  Lunenburg 
county  during  the  pant  three  years  and  about  fifteen  thoroughly 
repaired  within  the  same  time,  so  that  to-day  there  is  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  general  character  of  the  buildings.  The  inside 
of  many  school-houses  is  much  better  than  the  outside  and  surround- 
ings would  seem  to  indicate,  and  if  trustees  would  give  a  little 
attention  to  the  exterior  of  the  buildings,  grounds,  fences,  &c.,  they 
would  be  surprised  to  see  the  improvement  in  appearance  that  can  be 
made  at  a  small  cost. 
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The  First  Peninsula  section  has  just  completed  and  furnished  with 
patent  desks,  a  schoolhouse  which  easily  takes  a  place  among  the  best 
in  the  county. 

The  improvements  to  the  Bridge  water  school  grounds  have  been 
completed,  and  they  are  now  both  an  ornament  and  credit  to  the 
town. 

The  Trustees  of  Liverpool  section  have  spent  about  $400  on  Iho 
Academy. 

Port  Med  way  has  repaired  and  improved  buildings  and  sur- 
roundings. 

Chester,  Centreviile,  Pine  Grove,  Newburn  and  Hemfotd  have 
effected  much  needed  repairs  to  buildings. 

A  number  of  other  sections  have  supplied  patent  seats  and  desks, 
painted  buildings  and  enclosed  grounds. 

In  justice  to  trustees,  I  must  say  that  in  nearly  every  instance 
they  are  ready  to  do  what  they  can  to  benefit  their  school,  and 
generally  prompt  in  making  suggested  improvements.  Several  of  our 
commissioners  have  also,  in  various  ways  during  the  past  j'car. 
rendered  valuable  assistance. 

I  think  our  schools  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  well  supplied  with 
necessary  apparatus.  In  the  way  of  maps,  I  endeavor  to  have 
placed  in  every  section  the  Hemispheres,  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
Maritime  Provinces.  Calkin's  Object  Liessons,  and  text-books  on 
health  and  temperance  are  in  many  schools.  The  largest  graded 
schools,  in  addition  to  what  is  required  for  the  common  school  depart- 
ments, are  suppplied  with  dictionaries,  gazetteers,  globes,  and  a  few 
with  chemical  and  physical  apparatus. 

Lunenburg  Academy  continues  increasing  in  attendance  and 
efBcicncy.  This  year  the  number  enrolled  was  664,  an  increase  of  35 
over  last  year.  The  number  of  High  School  pupils  is  also  increasing 
every  year,  and  their  success  at  the  Provincial  Examination  shows 
how  thoroughly  the  work  is  being  done.  Principal  McKittrick  and 
the  same  staff  of  teachers  continue  in  charge  next  year. 

Liverpool  Academy  also  made  a  splendid  showing  at  the  recent 
Provincial  Examination  and  the  general  work  of  the  whole  institution 
was  up  to  the  usual  high  standard.  Mr.  Smith,  principal  for  over 
fourteen  years,  retired  at  the  close  of  the  school  year.  He  was  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  members  of  the  profession  in  the 
Province  and  as  a  classical  teacher  had  few  equals.      During    his 

Erincipalship,  the  Academy  enjoyed  continuous  success,  and  many  of 
is  former  pupils  are  now  occupying  prominent  positions  in  the 
professions  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  is  succeeded  by  J.  D. 
Sprague,  Esq.,  for  years  preparatory  teacher  in   the  institution,  a 
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gentleman  who  has  few  peers  in  the  profession  and  one  to  whom 
Liverpool  Academy  owes  much. 

H.  B.  Hogg,  Esq.,  Class  A,  succeeds  G.  M.  Huggins,  Esq.,  as 
principal  of  the  Bridgewater  schools. 

Principals  Quinlan  and  Williams  remain  in  Mahone  Bay  and 
Chester  respectively.  Both  these  schools  do  High  School  work  and 
their  candidates  invariably  do  well  at  examination. 

Although  quite  a  number  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  are  still  in 
the  hands  of  inferior  teachers,  yet  far  the  greater  number  are  improv- 
ing in  character  of  work. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  is  spent  on  the  three  R  s  and  geography, 
grammar  and  history.  In  the  teaching  of  these  subjects,  I  am  pleased 
to  see  that  there  is  a  growing  tendency  to  make  the  work  as  practical 
as  possible.  A  much  better  use  of  the  text-book  is  made  than 
formerly,  and  in  the  lower  grades  especially,  nearly  all  the  lessons  are 
taught  orally.  The  subject  of  temperance  was  taken  up  very 
generally  throughout  the  district  in  the  way  of  oral  lessons  from 
Richardson's  text,  so  that  the  Health  Readers  will  come  on  naturally, 
as  a  continuation  of  what  has  already  been  begun  in  this  line. 

The  change  from  a  semi-annual  to  an  annual  term,  was  received 
with  general  favour  throughout  the  district,  and  has  already  com- 
mended itself  to  Trustees  and  Teachers.  From  the  past  year's 
experience,  we  find  that  trustees  are  now  more  particular  about  the 
kind  of  teacher  they  engage  since  the  contract  is  for  a  year  instead  of 
six  months,  and  having  secured  a  guod  one  are  very  loth  to  risk  a 
change.  Better  work  is  also  done  by  having^  the  same  teacher  in 
charge  for  an  unbroken  term  of  a  year.  The  summer  vacation, 
coming  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  is  a  great  improvement,  except 
that  it  robs  the  Inspectors  of  their  holidays.  The  annual  term  is  also 
decidedly  favourable  to  the  work  of  inspection.  Besides,  it  bears 
hard  on  no  section  however  small  or  weak,  as  the  law  provides  for 
shorter  terms  for  those  sections  unable  to  maintain  a  school  through- 
out the  whole  year. 

The  system  of  Provincial  Examinations  is,  I  may  say,  universally 
favored  by  our  teachers  and  has  already  proved  quite  an  incentive, 
especially  to  our  High  Schools  —  pupils  now  not  being  debarred  by 
age  from  asserting  their  scholarship. 

About  85  candidates  presented  themselves  at  the  two  examining 
stations  in  this  district,  nearly  two-thirds  of  them  being  pupils  of  the 
County  Academies  and  High  Schools,  and  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to 
state  that  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  Province  they  have  made  an 
excellent  showing.  Twenty -seven  of  the  candidates  also  wrote  for 
professional  certificates  —  a  large  percentage  of  them  being  successful. 

Our  High  Schools  are  now  confining  themselves  exclusively  to 
scholarship  —  professional  work  not  being  attempted.  The  result  of 
this  will  necessarily  increase  the  attendance  from  these  counties  at 
the  Normal  School. 
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The  new  register  was  a  source  of  trouble  to  many  teachers  at  tirf>t. 
They  bad  not  studied  the  directions  and  explanations  and  of  course 
blundered  sadly.  Come  misconstrued  the  directions  and  made  what 
would  seem  almost  impossible  mistakes.  These  errors  were  pointed 
out  at  the  time  of  inspection  and  teachers  given  to  understand  that 
the  register  must  be  kept  and  completed,  exactly  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  laid  down  therein.  When  the  returns  came  to  hand 
they  were  much  more  satisfactory  than  anticipated.  I  think  this 
was  largely  due  to  the  note  in  the  register  requiring  every  column  to 
be  filled  in.  Very  few  had  to  le  sent  back  for  completion  or  correc- 
tion. As  a  consequence,  the  statistical  tables  lately  forwarded  you 
are  more  reliable  than  those  of  former  years. 

Trustees  are  required  by  law  to  file  a  copy  of  the  minutes 
of  the  annual  meeting  with  the  inspector,  within  one  week 
of  the  date  of  the  same.  Their  attention  has  also  been  called  to  this 
regulation  in  the  Journal  of  Educa^tion  and  the  local  papers.  About 
90  per  cent  of  the  trustees  in  this  district  attend  to  the  matter 
promptly;  the  others  have  be  to  personally  reminded  at  the  time  of 
the  distribution  of  County  Fund. 

In  every  instance,  the  teachers  complied  with  the  new  regulation 
requiring  them  to  give  notice  of  the  opening  of  school. 

My  correspondence  for  the  past  year  would  not  have  been  nearly  so 
great  had  all  teachers  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  Journal  of  Education.  I  had  to  answer  scores  of  letters  asking 
for  information  that  was  fully  and  clearly  laid  down  in  the  Journal. 
We  hope  for  an  improvement  in  this  respect  next  year. 


The  estimated  value  of  school -buildings  and  grounds  in  the  district 
is  given  at  $98,445,  and  the  value  of  school  apparatus  $2556 — making 
the  average  value  of  school  buildings  $491  and  average  value  of 
apparatus,  $14  per  school. 

Average  Salaries,  three-fourths  of  a  Year. 

BCD 

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin,  male . . .  $330.79  $167.33  $140.59 

female  .   215.69  164.39       121.23 

Chester,                                     male...  330.69  162  39      

female 159.61       114.96 

South  Queens,                           male . . .  270.69  212.39      

female  .  210.69  154.27       106.24 

North  Queens,                          male. . .  308.19  167.39      

female 155.35       113.12 

All  required  details  are  furnished  in  the  abstracts  already  for- 
warded. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  a  Macintosh, 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.  D. 

Huperintendeni  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  3.— YARMOUTH  AND  SHELBURNE. 

James  H.  Munro,  Inspector, 
Sir, — 

The  recent  changes  will  be  fruitful  of  important  results.  They 
have  been  been  effected  so  gradually  that  rate  payers  are  learning  to 
adapt  themselves  to  them  without  inconvenience.  There  is  a  very 
general  concensus  of  opinion  that  a  year  of  one  term  will  promote 
best  the  interests  of  education.  The  only  objection  offered — "  What 
if  we  get  a  poor  teacher?" — shows  that  trustees  feel  a  deeper 
responsibility  in  regard  to  the  fitness  of  the  person  whom  they  may 
engage.  But  even  this  risk  will  be  lessened  by  the  regulation  which 
virtually  compels  teachers  to  make  special  preparation  for  their 
vocation  at  a  Normal  School.  No  enterprising  teacher  with  an 
academic  certificate  will  be  satisfied  with  a  license  a  grade  lower. 

Notwithstanding  the  misconstructions  incident  to  a  period  of 
transition,  the  usual  number  of  schools  was  in  operation:  in  Yar- 
mouth county,  108  ;  in  Shelburne,  77.  In  Yarmouth,  a  few  which 
were  miscellaneous  schools  have  now  two  departments,  namely: 
Lower  East  Pubnico,  Upper  East  Pubnico,  and  Lower  West  Pubnico. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  two  which  were  graded  the  primary  departments 
have  been  closed.  The  large  attendance  at  Pembroke,  Tusket  Hill, 
and  Sluice  Point  would  warrant  accommodations  for  two  departments 
each. 

I  believe  teachers  in  most  instances  feel  responsible  for  the 
figures  they  enter  when  reporting  the  number  of  schoolable  children 
that  do  not  attend  school  at  all  during  the  year.  These,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  are  conspicuous  for  their  reduced  number,  more 
particularly  in  Shelburne  county.  The  showing  for  Yarmouth 
county  must  ever  be  bad,  so  long  as  no  special  effort  is  made  to 
educate  the  three  hundred  vagrants  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth.  It  is 
true  there  is  no  accommodation  for  them ;  but  what  is  a  free  school 
system  for,  if  not  to  provide  education  for  those  who  are  too  poor  and 
neglectful  to  educate  themselves  ?  Judged  by  the  past  history  of  this 
town,  the  rate  payers  are  willing  to  bear  the  burdens  incident  to  the 
education  of  this  class,  and  they  would  co-operate  in  procuring  legisla- 
tion to  compel  attendance  at  school.  By  all  means  let  an  effort  be 
made  for  the  benefit  of  these  unfortunate  children. 

Two  new  school-houses  were  built  and  are  now  occupied  for  the 
first  time.  That  at  Forbes'  Point  deserves  special  notice.  Of  their 
own  voluntary  action,  the  rate  payers  purchased  a  new  site  with  a  lot 
capable  of  being  made  a  fine  play-ground,  and  erected  a  building, 
modern  in  its  finish,  and  suitable  as  regards  its  appointments  to  the 
needs  of  the  section.  With  an  economical  forethought,  too  rarely 
exercised,  they  assessed  themselves  in  advance,  and  when  the  new 
building  was  ready  for  use,  there  was  not  one  dollar  of  debt  on  it. 
And  this  by  a  people  whose  assessable  property  is  estimated  at  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars !    Truly,  "  where  there  is  a  will  there 
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is  a  way."  In  this  district  much  confusion  and  mistrust  have  arisen 
by  allowing  debts  to  become  old.  In  one  section  the  people  woke  up 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  heavy  claim  against  them  on  receiving 
notice  that  the  school-house  was  condemned.  In  another,  rate  payers 
refused  to  act  as  trustees,  because  the  finances,  dating  back  to  the 
building  of  the  school-house,  had  become  an  inextricable  tangle.  The 
example  of  the  crood  people  of  Forbes'  Point  is  a  valuable  object 
lesson,  and  should  shame  chronic  croakers.  I  have  referred  to  West 
Green  Harbour.  It  is  very  strange  to  see  in  these  days  a  new  school- 
house  close  up  to  the  public  road,  and  without  the  vestige  of  a 
playground. 

School  repairs  have  been  made  in  comparatively  few  sections.  A 
year  ago,  recommendations  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  were 
forwarded  to  trustees,  but  being  only  "recommendations"  little  was 
done.  Since  then  more  energetic  measures  have  been  adopted,  with 
the  result  that  several  school  houses  will  soon  be  repaired  and 
provided  with  modern  furniture. 

The  School  Commissioners  have  had  their  attention  drawn  lately  to 
"  the  poor  sections."  It  is  felt  that,  in  some  instances  at  least,  the  law 
is  too  kind  to  them.  In  one  place  a  rate  payer  whose  tax  used  to  be 
ten  cents  per  annum  was  roused  to  "  wrath  unspeakable  "  when  he 
had  to  pay  fifteen.  As  the  school  tax  was  merely  nominal,  except  to 
a  limited  few,  the  Commissioners  removed  Comeau's  Hill  from  *'  the 
poor  list,"  as  also  East  Quinan,  and  Surrette's  Island.  All  the  sections 
receiving  the  special  grants  have  been  warned  **  that  unless  their 
school-rooms  and  furniture  are  kept  good  and  comfortable,  and  such 
a  supply  of  apparatus  as  is  required  by  the  C.  P.  I.  provided,  and  a 
good  percentage  of  attendance  made,  the  extra  grants  will  not  be 
paid."  While  the  fault  of  irregular  attendance  is  seen  in  several  of 
these  sections,  there  is  no  place  where  it  is  so  glaring  as  in  Norwood 
(Lake  George).  With  the  youngest,  most  inexperienced,  most  timid, 
and  certainly  the  cheapest  teacher  they  can  get,  the  trustees  will 
excuse  themselves — "  how  can  you  complain  of  poor  attendance  when 
the  teacher  is  so  poor  ?  "  I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  a  family 
here  of  several  children  of  school  age  whose  united  attendance  in  a 
term  would  not  equal  the  days  the  school  was  open. 

I  cannot  boast  of  the  efforts  of  rate  payers  to  carry  out  my  ideas 
of  painting,  fencing,  levelling,  &c.  A  few  sections  like  Arcadia  and 
Argyle  Harbour  have  made  a  beginning,  but  the  movement  is  not 
general.  Rate  payers  should  know  that  this  is  "  a  policy  "  which  is 
backed  by  every  Board  of  Commissioners  in  the  district,  and  as  it 
was  recommended  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  nearly  thirty 
years  ago,  it  is  time  it  had  taken  tangible  shape.  As  a  means  to 
protect  the  school  house,  nothing  is  more  effective  than  an  attractive 
exterior,  pleasant  grounds,  and  neat  paling. 

I  regret  to  say  that  too  many  of  our  school-houses  have  been  built 
and  repaired  without  reference  to  ventilation.  Consequently  the 
necessity  was  never  more  pressing  that  every  school-room  should  ba 
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provided  with  convenient  ventilators.  Indeed,  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
that  this  is  so  important  a  matter  as  to  call  for  prompt  legislation. 
No  school-room  should  be  pronounced  safe  which  has  not  board 
ventilators,  or  an  equivalent,  in  two  windows  at  least. 

During  the  year  the  usual  amount  of  work  has  been  done,  the 
good  teachers  doing  their  work  better,  the  poor  teachers  doing  it  the 
same  or  more  mechanically.  In.  nearly  all  cases  the  course  of  study 
is  closely  followed  in  spirit,  if  not  always  in  the  letter.  In  two  or 
three  schools  I  noticed  a  deviation — pupils  in  the  fourth  grade 
geography  using  a  book.  That  is  what  the  lazy  teacher  dearly  loves. 
The  mischief  of  such  "teaching"  is  seen  in  the  result — the  study  of 
geography  is  a  memory  exercise  only,  the  map  is  without  meaning,  and 
the  progress  a  mere  turriing  of  the  leaves  without  benefit.  One  need 
have  no  difficulty  in  picking  out  pupils  in  advanced  grades,  who  got 
their  early  lessons  in  that  way.  They  will  indicate  the  direction  of 
the  current  of  a  river  by  pointing  to  its  mouth  and  tracing  it  to  its 
source,  and  not  manifest  surprise  when  properly  informed.  As  they 
were  never  taught  to  asF.ocinte  the  employments  of  the  people  with 
the  resources  and  needs  of  the  country,  they  can  give  no  intelligent 
reason  for  the  pursuits  and  habits  of  the  people.  Facts,  isolated 
facts,  make  their  whole  stock  of  knowledge  which  often  passes  for 
education.  The  temptation  to  take  such  liberty  with  the  Course 
would  not  exist,  if  it  were  authoritatively  declared  that  no  teacher 
should  use  books  when  engaged  with  classes. 

It  would  have  gratified  me  to  have  seen  a  deeper  interest  taken  in 
the  circulars  sent  from  the  Education  Office,  inviting  the  schools  to 
prepare  specimens  of  their  work  for  the  World's  Fair.  In  Yarmouth 
county  sixteen  schools  contributed,  by  far  the  largest  number  coming 
from  schools  in  the  town.  Four  French  schools,  Lower  East  Pubnico, 
Middle  Wedge,  and  the  Sisters'  school  at  West  Pubnico,  and  Eel 
Brook,  furnished  a  large  and  varied  assortment,  and  the  Convent, 
situated  in  the  latter  section,  very  pretty  exhibits  in  the  kindergarten 
line.  The  teachers  in  Barrinjjton  municipality,  could  not  have  been 
more  irresponsive  had  the  circulars  been  written  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  and  little  better  mention  is  due  to  those  in  Eastern  Shelburne, 
for  the  only  acknowledgment  came  from  the  school  at  Jordan  Falls, 
which  sent  a  general  show  of  every  day  exercises,  and  from  Lockeport, 
which  favoured  me  with  two  photographic  views  of  the  local 
High  School.  Even  that  much  was  not  received  from  the  Shelburne 
Academy.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  suggest  that  when  the  schools 
are  invited  to  furnish  exhibits  of  their  work,  they  should  be  provided 
with  material  by  the  Department.  In  no  other  way  can  country 
schools,  at  least,  be  able  to  show  to  advantage  what  they  can  do  on 
the  occasion  referred  to.  Weeks  were  lost  while  waiting  for  the 
stationery  that  was  needed. 

An  original  feature  of  the  new  register,  is  the  table  for  the  entry  of 
the  number  of  minutes  per  week  devoted  by  the  teacher  to  each 
subject  taught.  Everyone  will  admit  the  utility  of  this  table ;  but  I 
would  humbly  submit  that  it  ought  to  bo  preceded  by  a  positive 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS.  63 


mandate  for  teachers  to  have  a  time-table  in  the  school  room,  subject 
to  the  review  of  the  Inspector  of  schools.  Tl'ie  public  would  then 
have  a  guarantee  of  the  actual  a]!>pIication  of  the  time  as  entered  in 
the  register.  That  some  entries  Were  thoughtless  calculations  I  have 
ample  proof,  as  the  sum  of  the  minutes  was  in  excess  of  seven  school 
days,  and  in  other  instances  it  was  less  than  three  days. 

The  Provincial  examination  of  High  School  pupils  in  Yarmouth 
county  was  a  great  success.  Nearly  one  hundred  pupils  presented 
themselves,  and  of  these  about  three-fourths  came  from  the  Academy 
and  Milton  High  School.  The  rest  were  mainly  from  Hebron, 
Maitland,  Ohio  and  Tusket.  No  oflScial  statement  of  results  has  been 
received,  but  as  far  as  I  can  learn  a  good  proportion  of  candidates  has 
made  satisfactory  averages.  The  late  discussion  about  the  course  of 
study  gives  an  interest  to  the  element  of  age.  The  following  are  the 
ages  of  the  youngest  successful  candidates  in  the  D,  C  and  B  Grades : 

Grade  D 12  years  and  7  months. 

»•       C 14       »       '•    3        M 

••      B. .....  15       •'       ••    8        '• 

Others  succeeded  who  were  only  a  few  months  the  seniors  of  these. 

Our  local  educationists  are  of  one  opinion  in  regard  to  the  tests— 
they  were  easy  enough  to  be  pa.«sed  by  those  who  were  sufficiently 
drilled  in  the  subjects,  and  difficiult  enough  to  discourage  reliance  on 
superficial  preparation.  In  a  well  appointed  school,  they  maintain 
the  course  can  be  completed  without  undue  pressure.  These  remarks 
are  limited  to  the  practical  experience  in  D,  C,  and  B  grades.  Next 
year  Grade  A  will  be  on  trial. 

At  Loekeport  Station  there  were  22  candidates,  and  at  Shelbume 
and  Barrington  a  smaller  number. 

On  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  I  can  see  progress,  and  indica- 
tions of  a  healthful  interest  in  the  public  schools.  Changes  discretely 
made  do  much  good :  they  excite  a  fresh  interest,  and  mark  a  new 
starting  point  toward  greater  endeavour.  Though  they  may  seem 
simple  enough  when  they  have  taken  shape,  every  intelligent  man 
knows  that  their  elaboration  required  protracted  thinking,  sound 
judgment,  and  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  educational  systems 
of  other  countries.  I  trust  you  may  enjoy  the  happiness  of  seeing 
great  and  lasting  good  resulting  therefrom. 

With  assurances  of  profound  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JAMES  H.  MUNRO. 
To  A.  H.  Mac'Kay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

k)uperintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.  S.  MossE,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 
Sir  — 

In  addition  to  the  monthly  reports,  notes  of  inspection,  and  statistical 
tables  already  in  your  hands,  the  following  general  report  for  the 
school  year  ended  on  July  3 let,  1893,  is  hereby  submitted  : 

In  consequence  of  the  incorporation  of  the  towns  of  Digby  and 
Annapolis  the  established  boundaries  of   the  two  sections  at  those 
places  were  disturbed.     By  the  Town's  Incorporation  Act,  incorporated 
towns  form  school  sections  of  themselves,  and  in  the  two  cases  above 
named  the  limits  of  the  towns  do  not  correspond  with  the  boundaries 
of  those  sections  as  they  existed   previously.     Comparatively  large 
and  populous  districts  were  thus  thrown  beyond  the  limits  of  said 
sections.     An  effort  was  made  la>t  winter  to  get  special  Acts  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  to  join  those  districts  to  the  said 
towns  for  school  purposes,  but  in  both  cases  the  attempt  failed  in 
consequence  of  opposition  manifested  by  the  rate-payers.     In  the  case 
of  Digby,  the  question  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners for  that  district  to  recommend  union  with  the  Town  of  Digby 
or  not  as  the  Board  in  its  wisdom  might  determine.     At  the  meeting 
of  the  said  Board,  in  May  last,  the  Commissioners  adjudicated  upon  the 
matter.     A  portion  of  the  excluded  district  petitioned  to  be  annexed 
to  Hillgrove,  Section  No.  C,  and  another  portion,  north  of  the  Rac- 
quette,  asked  to  be  formed  into  a  new  section.     The  Commissioners, 
by  a  majority  vote,  granted  the  prayer  of  these  last  named  petitioners 
and  formed  a  new  section  north  of  the  Racquette,  subject  to  the 
approval   of   the   Council  of  Public  Instruction.      They  also,   by  a 
unanimous  vote,  recommended  that  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Digby 
be  extended  so  as  to  include  for  school  purposes  all  the  territory 
formerly  included  in  Digby,  Section  No.  28,  except  that  portion  lying 
north  of  the  Racquette ;  and  in  case  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
should  not  sanction  the  formation  of  said  new  section,  the  Board  also 
unanimously  recommended  that  that  portion  of  the  original  section, 
No.  28,  lying  north   of  the  Racquette  be  also  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Digby  for  school  purposes.     The  Council  of    Public.  Instruction,  as 
you  are  aware,  did  not  sanction  the  formation  of  the  said  new  section, 
and  consequently  it  is  expected  that  a  special  Act,  necessary  to  extend 
this  section  to  its  original  boundaries,   will  be   passed   during   the 
coming  winter. 

In  the  case  of  Annapolis,  Section  No.  19,  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners  for  that  district  was  petitioned  in  May  last  to  form 
the  excluded  portion  of  that  section  beyond  the  present  town  limits 
into  a  section  by  itself.  No  action  was  taken  by  the  Board  at  that 
time  in  consequence  of  an  informality  in  the  application.  A  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  has  since  been  called  to  adjudicate  upon  this 
matter  so  far  as  it  has  power,  but  at  this  writing  a  final  decision  has 
not  been  reached,     Part  of  the  rate-payers  in  this  district  wish  to 
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unite  with  the  town  for  school  purposes,  and  the  other  part  wish  the 
formation  of  a  new  section.  The  result  in  this  case  is  yet  unknown. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  at  the  special 
meeting  referred  to,  will  take  such  action  as  will  be  satisfactory  to 
those  most  deeply  interested. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  former  reports  to  the  desirability  of 
unitincr  Hillsburg,  Section  No.  3,  in  the  district  of  Digby,  and  Bridge- 
port, Section  No.  24.  in  the  district  of  Annapolis  west.  This  union 
had  been  recommended  for  years  past,  and  the  idea  has  been  agitated 
and  discussed  in  both  sections  until  at  last  a  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers were  lead  to  favour  the  project.  At  a  public  meeting  of  the 
rate- payers  of  Loth  sections  terms  of  union  were  amicably  arranged, 
and  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  of  both  districts  were  petitioned  to 
unite  the  sections.  As  no  opposition  was  offered,  the  said  Boards,  in 
May  last,  unanimously  ordered  the  union  of  the  said  sections,  which 
was  finally  accomplished  by  operation  of  the  law  on  the  date  of  the 
annual  meeting  in  June.  New  school  grounds  have  been  selected  and 
and  approved,  and  a  fine  new  school  house  will  be  erected  during  the 
ensuing  year.  The  united  section  will  be  known  as  Bear  River 
Section,  No.  24,  in  the  district  of  Annapolis  West — the  site  for  the 
new  school-house  having  been  located  in  Annapolis  County. 

Six  sections  in  this  Inspectoral  District  are  not  organized,  and  do 
not  maintain  schools  in  consequence  of  sparsity  of  inhabitants  and 
general  proverty.  A  few  children  from  these  sections  obtain  school 
privileges  in  adjoining  sections.  A  few  of  the  very  weak  sections 
other  than  those  above  mentioned  cannot  maintain  school  continually. 
By  order  of  the  various  Boards  of  Commissioners,  the  sections  classed 
as  "poor"  and  therefore  entitled  to  extra  financial  aid  from  the 
municipalities  and  government  numbered  fifty,  of  which  seventeen 
had  no  schools  during  the  year.  Twenty-seven  of  these  "  poor 
sections  "  are  in  Annapolis  county,  and  twenty-three  in  Digby.  It  has 
been  the  aim  of  the  various  Boards  of  Commissioners  to  reduce  the 
number  of  "poor  sections"  as  much  as  justice  would  permit,  and  in 
doing  this  no  sections  have  been  placed  on  the  list  which  could 
reasonably  be  expected  to  maintain  schools  without  extra  aid.  In 
this,  as  in  all  other  respects,  the  Commissioners  have  discharged  their 
duties  faithfully  and  conscientiously. 

A  gradual  improvement  in  school  buildings  and  furniture  can  be 
reported.  A  new  school-house  has  been  built  and  furnished  in  South 
Range,  East  Section.  Victory  section  hisis  a  new  house  in  process  of 
erection.  At  Paradise  a  fine  new  house  of  modern  style  for  a  graded 
school  of  two  departments  will  be  ready  for  occupation  shortly  after 
the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year.  Extensive  repairs  have  been 
made  on  the  school-houses  in  Mount  Hanley,  Havelock,  Springfield, 
Chesley  and  Milford  sections.  In  other  cases  repairs  of  a  less  durable 
nature  have  been  eflfected.  When  new  furniture  is  required  most 
sections  provide  the  paragon  desk,  thereby  securing  greater  comfort 
for  the  pupils,  more  elegance  in  the  appearance  of  the  school  room, 
and  greater  durability. 
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No  increase  in  quantity  of  apparatus  provided  can  be  reported.  A 
few  of  the  leading  schools  are  fairly  well  equipped,  but  in  most  cases 
an  insufficient  supply  has  been  provided.  It  is  oftentimes  difficult  to 
induce  trustees  to  procure  any  more  than  the  most  absolutely  essential 
articles.  Sections  should  be  compelled  to  furnish  a  more  liberal 
supply  of  apparatus,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  object  it  would 
be  well  to  clothe  Inspectors  with  more  clearly  defined  powers  in  this 
regard.  Existing  regulations  on  this  point  are  not  sufficiently 
definite. 

Most  schools  have  been  found  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition  so 
far  as  the  work  of  teachers  and  pupils  were  concerned.  Some  were 
superior  in  these  respects,  while  a  few  were  decidedly  poor.  My 
notes  of  inspection  for  the  year  deal  with  each  school  separately,  and 
may  be  consulted  if  more  definite  information  be  required.  Many  of 
the  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work,  but 
their  efforts  have  been  partially  neutralized  in  some  cases  by  want  of 
apparatus,  by  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  pupils,  and  by 
indifference  and  apathy  on  the  part  of  Trustees  and  parents. 

About  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  year 
hold  Normal  School  diplomas.  The  change  in  the  mode  of  obtaining 
licenses  and  in  the  work  of  the  Normal  School  will  probably  soon 
increase  this  percentage,  and  thereby  ensure  more  thorough  work 
being  done  in  the  schools.     Under  conditions  recently  existing  a  large 

f)roportion  of  the  teachers  who  have  not  received  a  normal  training, 
eave  the  profession  about  as  soon  as  they  gain  by  experience  that 
aptitude  in  imparting  instruction  and  in  school  management  which  is 
necessary  to  insure  success. 

At  the  Provincial  Examination  in  July,  two  hundred  and  ten 
candidates  made  application  to  be  examined  at  the  various  stations  in 
this  District  for  Certificates  of  Scholarship,  of  which  number  Jifty-six 
only  took  the  minimum  professional  qualification  examination. 
Judging  from  experience  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  latter  class  will  succeed  in  obtaining  a  license  to  teach. 
As  those  who  take  the  minimum  professional  qualification  examina- 
tion instead  of  a  course  of  professional  training  must  under  present 
regulations  be  content  with  a  license  one  class  lower  than  their 
Certificate  of  Scholarship  would  otherwise  entitle  them  to  receive,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  largely  increased  numbers  from  this  District 
will  be  induced  to  obtain  licenses  after  taking  a  course  of  professional 
training  at  the  Provincial  Normal  School.  Unless  this  be  the  case 
the  supply  of  teachers  will  soon  fall  short  of  the  demand. 

There  are  about  thirty  schools  in  the  Municipality  of  Clare  for 
which  French  speaking  teachers  must  be  employed.  Regularly 
licensed  teachers  cannot  be  found  for  all  of  these  schools.  To  meet 
this  demand  about  one  dozen  permissive  licenses  must  be  issued  each 
year.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  by  French  candidates  in 
successfully  passing  the  Provincial  examination.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  in  some  measure  by  the  difficulty  experienced  by  these 
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candidates  in  passing  an  examination  in  the  English  language,  but 
probably  it  is  very  largely  attributable  to  the  very  elementary 
character  of  the  l?'rench  schools.  The  large  attendance  at  these 
schools,  and  the  fact  that  both  languages  are  concurrently  taught, 
necessarily  hinder  progress.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  pupils 
are  to  be  found  in  the  elementary  grades  and  very  little  work  is  done 
beyond  that.  French  candidates  who  prepare  for  examination  in 
these  schools  must  necessarily  fail  owing  to  lack  of  mental  training. 
Most  of  those  who  succeed  have  received  their  training  in  the  schools 
at  Port  Acadie  and  Meteghan  taught  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity. 

The  registered  attendance  at  the  schools  was  fairly  satisfactory.  In 
this  district  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of 
age.  reported  in  sections  having  schools,  was  8578.  Of  this  number 
766  did  not  attend  school.  The  whole  registsred  attendance  of  pupils 
was  8803.  This  number  includes  those  in  attendance  upwards  of 
fifteen  years  of  age.  The  percentage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present 
during  the  year  was  63.4 — a  slight  increase  over  the  preceding  year. 
It  is  evident  that  there  is  yet  much  room  for  improvement.  Perhaps 
there  is  nothing  more  discouraging  to  the  teachers  than  irregularity 
in  attendance.  It  interferes  with  the  progress  of  the  school,  causes 
needless  repetition  of  class-work,  and  prevents  proper  classification. 
This  evil  must  necessarily  exist  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
some  means  will  be  devised  to  reduce  it  to  a  minimum. 

The  course  of  study  has  produced  beneficial  results.  A  uniformity 
of  school  work  now  exi&ts  which  was  formerly  unattainable.  The 
main  studies  of  the  course  are  receiving  due  attention.  The  chief 
difiSculty  experienced  by  some  teachers  consist  in  a  supposed  inability 
on  their  part  to  teach  drawing  and  to  give  the  prescribed  oral  lessons 
on  health,  temperance  and  nature.  The  lack  ol  previous  training  in 
methods  of  oral  instruction  causes  some  to  shirk  this  work  as  far  as 
possible.  The  use  of  the  books  on  health  and  temperance  recently 
prescribed  will  help  to  remove  this  difficulty.  The  gradually  increas- 
ing number  of  trained  teachers  will  also  tend  to  more  general  and 
systematic  instruction  in  the  rudiments  of  natural  science. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  returns  came  to  hand  within  the 
time  prescribed.  Most  oi  them  were  carefully  prepared.  A  few  were 
unfinished  and  were  returned  for  completion.  The  form  of  the 
return  being  new  caused  difficulty  in  some  cases,  especially  that  part 
requiring  the  average  number  of  minutes  per  week  devoted  to  the 
different  subjects  required  to  be  taught.  Some  teachers  were  found 
bold  enough  to  question  the  expediency  or  necessity  of  giving  such 
information,  as  at  best  it  can  only  be  approximately  correct.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  it  will  cause  time  to  be  given  to  all  the  subjects 
of  the  course  of  study,  some  of  which  might  otherwise  receive  scant 
attention  at  the  hands  of  inexperienced  teachers. 

The  County  Academy  at  Annapolis  was  taught  by  Principal 
McVicar,  a  teacher  of  scholarly  attainments  and  much  experience. 
The  attendance  was  large.    Excellent  work  was  done  in  all  classes, 
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and  several  of  the  students  made  an  excellent  record  at  the 
Provincial  examination  in  July.  Principal  McVicar  commands  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  students  and  of  the  whole  community. 
This  Academy  has  lagely  increased  in  efficiency  since  he  took  charge. 
In  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  high  school  work  efficiently 
done  at  the  other  graded  schools  of  the  County,  this  Academy  has 
much  competition,  and  owes  its  present  state  of  efficiency  very  largely 
to  its  talented  Principal. 

At  Digby  the  County  Academy  was  presided  over  by  Principal 
Godfrey,  a  teacher  of  much  experience.  The  attendance  was  as  large 
as  usual,  and  fair  work  was  done.  This  academy  does  not  sufier 
materially  from  competition  with  other  schools  in  the  County,  and  as 
a  consequence  a  fair  proportion  of  its  students  were  drawn  from 
other  sections.  A  considerable  number  of  the  students  attended  the 
Provincial  examination  in  July,  some  of  whom  made  a  creditable 
record.  Principal  Godfrey's  term  of  service  expired  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  consequence  of  the  very  small  number  of  pupils  from  the 
Preparatory  Department  who  succeeded  in  passing  the  entrance 
examination  in  July,  the  attendance  next  year  will  be  materially 
affected. 

With  two  or  three  exceptions,  all  schools  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  These  exceptions  occurred  because  the  schools  closed  previous 
to  my  tour  of  inspection  in  their  vicinity.  This  being  a  transition 
year  of  nine  months  only,  but  one  official  visit  was  made  to  each 
school.  The  large  increase  in  correspondence  caused  by  this  change 
in  the  law  and  regulations,  and  the  work  connected  with  the  Educa- 
tional Exhibit  for  the  World's  Fair,  collected  from  this  district, 
prevented  more  frequent  visits  of  inspection.  The  work  of  corres- 
pondence has  become  a  serious  tax  upon  an  Inspector's  time  and 
patience. 

The  one  term  system  has  been  so  recently  inaugurated  that  its 
benefits  or  disadvantages  will  become  more  apparent  after  further 
experience.  One  year's  trial,  however,  has  clearly  shown  that  both 
Superintendent  of  Education  and  Inspectors  are  most  busily  engaged 
in  office  work  at  the  time  when  teachers  are  enjoying  a  well  earned 
vacation. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  issue  of  a  new  Manual  of 
the  School  Law  and  Regulations  has  become  a  necessity.  The  changes 
recently  made  have  been  so  radical  that  the  Manual  issued  in  1888  is 
almost  valueless.  It  is  hoped  that  this  suggestion  will  commend  itself 
to  your  judgment,  and  that  something  practical  in  this  line  will  be  the 
result. 

With  due  appreciation  of  your  courtesy  in  our  official  intercourse, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  MORSE. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Educaiion^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  5— HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  Inspectoral  District,  No.  5,  for  the 
•*  provisional  year,"  ended  July  7th,  1893 : 

All  sections  were  not  prepared  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  open 
schools.  Some  could  not  secure  the  teacher  they  desired,  some  pre- 
ferred, and  could  engage  a  male  teacher  for  the  winter  and  a  female 
for  the  summer,  which  could  not  engage  a  teacher  for  the  full  term, 
some  had  school  for  a  term  shorter  than  the  year,  some  "  poor  sections  " 
chose  a  short  term,  and  a  few  could  not  get  teachers  and  had  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  three  months'  school.  These  cases  were  met  and 
disposed  of  as  follows : 

White  Waters,  Kings  County,  and  Mills,  Lakelands,  North  Beaver 
Bank  and  East  Uniacke,  Hants  County, — "poor  sections  " — had  school 
for  three  months  only.  Most  of  these  preferred  a  longer  term  but 
could  not  secure  teachers.  West  Halts  Harbor  in  Kings,  and 
Cambridge  in  Hants,  were  allowed  to  have  school  three  months; 
because  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  teachers  before  spring.  Blue 
Mountain  and  Lake  George  in  Kings,  chose  six  months  terms,  and 
Australia  eight  months.  These  were  "poor  sections,"  and  had  the 
right,  under  law,  to  have  school  less  than  a  year.  Birch  Brook, 
Hants,  had  a  six  months'  school  with  my  consent.  Black  River, 
Greenfield,  Ormsby  Road,  Kings,  and  Newport  and  Douglas,  Tenecape, 
Rhines'  Creek,  and  Mill  Village,  Hants,  did  not  have  school  quite  all 
the  term  because  they  could  not  engage  teachers  to  begin  November 
1st.  Brookville,  Hants,  had  a  teacher  for  the  primary  deparment  for 
about  3^  months.  This  seemed  best  for  the  school  and  I  consented 
to  the  arrangement.  The  following  had  school  for  the  full  term  or 
nearly  so,  but  under  two  teachers,  each:  Piedmont,  Long  Point, 
Kingsport  (advanced).  Church  St.,  Canaan,  South  Berwick  Woodside, 
Prospect,  Somerset  (primary),  Centreville  Islands  and  Waterville 
(advanced),  in  Kings ;  and  Martock,  Hantsport  (advanced  primary), 
Maitland  (primary  and  intermediate),  and  Manganese  Mines  in 
Hants.  Cheverie  and  Noel  had  three  different  teachers  each  in  their 
advanced  departments.  A  few  of  these  had  my  consent  to  have  a 
male  teacher  in  winter  and  a  female  in  summer,  and  one  had  my 
consent  to  put  a  male  of  the  same  grade  in  to  finish  the  term.  While 
I  regarded  these  changes  as  not  being  beneficial  to  the  schools  in  all 
cases,  the  circumstances  seemed  to  point  to  this  as  the  best,  and  so  I 
consented.  Most  of  the  other  changes  occurred,  however,  either  from 
illness  of  the  teacher,  from  offers  of  marriage  or  from  inability  to 
teach  and  manage  the  school  after  a  trial  of  it.  The  two  cases  of 
three  teachers  to  a  school  seemed  unavoidable,  unless  the  trustees 
closed  the  schools.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  eight  three 
months'  schools,  three  six  months'  ones,  and  six  others  for  nearly  the 
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full  terra,  and  nineteen  for  the  full  t^rm,  or  nearly  5o,  with  a  change 
of  teachers.  There  were  two  hundred  and  forty-four  schools  in 
session  during  the  year — less  the  thirty-six  referred  to  above — leaving 
two  hundred  and  eight,  in  which  the  teachers  were  continued 
throughout  the  term.  While  so  many  changes  in  teachers  were  to  be 
regretted,  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  be  as  liberal  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  as  possible  until  teachers  and  trustees  became 
acquainted  with  it.  Now,  however,  since  it  has  been  commented  on 
so  extensively  through  the  Journal  of  Education  and  the  newspapers, 
there  cannot  be  the  same  latitude  given ;  and  teachers  and  trustees 
will  be  ready  for  a  stricter  interpretation. 

For  information  in  brief,  I  refer  you  to  the  following  tables,  and 
for  complete  statistics,  to  the  tabulated  statement  sent  herewith  : 

Schools. 


No. 

Schools. 

Teachen 

t. 

Pupils. 

Attendance. 

Hants 

.122 

131 

4.948 

412,819 

Kings 

.122 
.244 

134 

265 

5,159 

408,061 

Total . . . 

10.107 

820,880 

Teachers. 

Classes  A 

B 

c 

o 

lilale. 

Female.       TotaL 

Hants 1 

27 

76 

27 

21 

110           131 

Kings 2 

30 

71 

31 

32 

102         134 

Total..  3 

57 

147 

57 

53 

212         265 

The  sections  having  no  school  for  the  year  were  Randville,  East 
Pereaux  Mt.,  and  Keilyville  in  Kings;  and  Pembroke,  Stillwater, 
Renfrew,  Qeorgefield,  Greenfield,  Glencoe  and  Rawdon  Gold  Mines,  in 
Hants.  Randville  still  eends  to  Canning,  depriving  no  one  of  school 
privileges,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  thus  making  a  school  in  the  section 
unnecessary.  East  Pereaux  Mt.  and  Kelly ville  are  weak  sections,  and 
have  a  small  number  of  children.  They  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
teachers,  but  have  arranged  for  schools  next  year.  Renfrew  and 
Rawdon  Gold  Mines  are  almost  abandoned  on  account  of  the  failure 
of  the  mines.  Schools  cannot  be  expected  here  till  the  mining  interest 
revives.  Georgefield  and  Greenfield  are  small  and  not  at  all  strong, 
but  have  done  themselves  discredit  by  closing  their  schools.  Glencoe 
has  become  so  depopulated  that  I  fear  the  school  will  have  to  be  given 
up  till  there  are  more  people  or  children.  Stillwater  is  another  small 
section,  which  on  account  of  the  removal  of  some  families  was  prevented 
from  having  school.  There  is  not  much  prospect  of  a  school  here  for 
next  year.  Pembroke  failed  in  getting  a  teacher  but  has  secured  one 
for  the  year  1893-94. 

The  schools  have  been  maintained  with  a  good  degree  of  regularity 
and  efficiency.    The  subjects  taught  previous  to  the  new  requirements — 
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which  may  be  regarded  as  standard  subjects — have  been  carefully 
taught,  and  substantial  progress  has  been  made  therein.  A  greater 
attempt,  than  usual  has  been  made  to  teach  calisthenics,  vocal  music, 
moral  and  patriotic  duties,  and  the  lessons  on  nature,  and  in  some 
cases  the  results  have  been  all  I  could  desire.  The  majority  of  the 
teachers,  failed  or  nearly  so,  in  this  kind  of  work.  Most  of  them  do 
what  they  call  oral  work  ;  but  it  consists  chiefly  in  repeating  what  they 
have  memorized  from  a  text-book  for  their  pupils  to  learn.  This 
seems  to  me  worse  than  neglecting  it  altogether.  I  see  no  way  out  of 
this  difficulty  but  by  establishing  summer  Normal  Schools  in  each 
county  for  the  training  of  teachers  during  the  vacation.  To  be  of 
service  this  work  need  be  very  plain  and  elementary  for  a  large 
number  of  teachers.  The  necessity  for  Normal  training  was  never 
more  apparent  than  at  the  present  time.  The  step  to  make  attendance 
at  a  Normal  School  compulsory  must  soon  be  taken.  I  would  say, 
let  it  be  taken  at  once. 

The  County  Academies  have  maintained  an  efficient  standing  during 
the  year  and  contributed  very  largely  to  the  number  of  candidates  for 
examination  for  High  School  Certificates.  Eentville  sent  49,  or  more 
than  half  of  those  examined  at  Kentville  station,  and  Windsor  sent 
about  one-third  of  the  candidates  at  that  station.  I  have  not 
received  the  results  of  the  examination,  but  presume  these  candidates 
compare  favorably  with  others  in  the  Province.  The  examination,  if 
made  compulsory  would  save  the  principals  of  academies  much  labor 
and  prove  a  good  test  of  the  character  of  the  work  done  in  the  various 
schools.  It  seems  to  me  if  this  were  made  the  only  cprading  exami- 
nation for  all  above  Grade  VIII,  it  would  stimulate  teachers  and 
pupils  not  to  overlook  the  importance  of  any  subject  in  the  course  of 
study ;  and  make  the  work  uniform  to  a  degree  not  now  attained. 
Kentville  has  purchased  a  large  addition  to  its  school  grounds  and  by 
laying  out  the  grounds  and  setting  out  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs, 
and  properly  cultivating  them,  can  have  as  fine  school  premises  as  can 
be  found.  Windsor  has  a  good  site  and  grounds  for  fine  school  buildings. 
I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  town  may  arise  and  build 
a  house  creditable  alike  to  the  ability  and  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  Hantsport  sustains  five  departments  and  h&s  made  provision  to 
improve  its  school  buildings  during  the  present  year.  The  school  here 
is  good.  Maitland  opened  a  fourth  department.  Berwick  and 
WoUville  are  the  other  two  schools  having  four  departments  each. 
These  three  schools  maintain  an  excellent  standing.  Wolfville  will 
enter  the  new  school  house  at  the  beginning  of  next  term.  The  house 
provides  six  rooms  all  finished.  Four  are  furnished  for  immediate  use. 
The  cost  of  the  house  was  about  S8000.00  and  it  is  in  all  respects  up  to 
date  in  its  plan  and  finish.  The  Fuller  and  Warner  i^ystem  of  heating 
and  ventilation  has  been  put  in  at  a  large  expense,  and  appears  to 
possess  all  the  good  qualities  claimed  for  it.  Connected  with  this  are 
dry  air  closet-s  in  the  basement.  Messrs.  Robb  &  Son  of  Amherst  put 
in  the  furnaces  and  apparatus  connected  therewith  and  guaranteed 
their  successful  operation.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  expense  incurred 
in  this  way  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  best  investments  ever  made  by 
this  towa     Should  it  come  up  to  my  expectations,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
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duty  to  give  particular  attention  to  improvements  in  the  ventilation 
of  all  school  buildings  in  my  district,  and  shall  advocate  this  system 
whenever  new  houses  are  built  and  the  sections  can  afford  the  expense. 
Wolfville  is  the  first  and  only  school  in  this  district  that  has  adopted 
this  system.  Noel  and  Elmsdale  use  hot-air  furnaces  for  heating ;  and 
the  former  has  registers  for  the  escape  of  foul  air. 

Canning  is  the  only  school  of  three  departments  in  my  two 
counties.  There  are  twenty-one  schools  maintaining  two  depart- 
ments each.  Thus  in  the  counties  of  Kings  and  Hants  there  are, 
including  the  County  Academies,  twenty-seven  graded  schools 
representing^  seventy-six  departments,  2965  pupils,  and  requiring  76 
teachers.  The  graded  schools  represent  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole 
schools  and  pupils  of  the  district.  By  vote  of  the  Commissioners  of 
West  Hants,  St.  Croix,  and  Three  Mile  Plain  sections  are  required  to 
grade  their  schools,  so  that  next  year  there  will  be  at  least  80  depart- 
ments to  report.  The  number  ol  the  different  grades  to  be  found  in 
almost  all  the  miscellaneous  schools,  and  the  variety  of  the  subjects  to 
be  taught  ipake  the  grading  of  schools  imperative,  as  soon  as  the 
number  of  children  and  the  ability  of  the  section  will  admit  of  it. 
And  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  superiority  of  the  graded,  as 
compared  with  the  miscellaneous  school.  Did  space  permit  I  might 
report  many  superior  miscellaneous  schools,  as  wholes,  and  particu- 
larize the  points  of  excellence  in  others ;  but  I  must  content  myself 
by  saying,  that,  regarding  the  financial  standing  of  the  sections  and 
all  other  circumstances  affecting  the  schools,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  a  fair  degree  of  progress  for  the  year. 

School  Commissioners. 

The  appointment  of  new  Commissioners  came  at  a  time  when  new 
recruits  were  much  needed,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  those  appointed  are 
men  of  the  right  stamp  and  will  prove  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
Boards.  One  duty  of  the  School  Commissioners  is  to  declare,  upon 
the  Inspector's  report  or  other  reliable  information,  the  shool  house  or 
houses  or  buildings  used  as  such,  or  the  appurtenances  thereof,  unfit 
for  school  purposes.  Such  action  greatly  aids  officials  in  keeping 
school  sections  some  where  near  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  these 
respects.  It  is  necessary  to  have  regard  to  the  ability  of  the  sections 
in  all  cases ;  but  it  is  quite  as  necessary  to  impress  them  with  the  fact 
that  any  kind  of  buildings  and  appurtenances  cannot  be  tolerated. 
At  the  last  meetings  of  the  Boards,  in  each  of  the  districts,  houses 
were  declared  unfit  for  use  and  trustees  informed  what  was  expected 
of  them  that  their  sections  may  continue  to  participate  in  the  grants. 
In  many  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  notify  sections  to  refurnish 
their  houses  with  better  furniture.  The  old  seat,  made  by  placing 
two  boards  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  has  had  its  day,  and  we  are 
endeavouring  to  have  them  replaced,  as  fast  as  possible,  with 
improved  seats  and  desks  of  the  best  kind.  As  a  first  step,  the 
Boards  instruct  their  Secretary  to  write  trustees  and  call  attention  to 
what  is  needed  to  be  done.  When  this  is  not  heeded,  the  trustees  are 
told  plainly  what  they  must  do  or  lose  Provincial  grants.    In  the 
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matters  of  furnishing,  supplying  maps  and  other  school  requisites, 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  before  I  can  report  a  satisfactroy  state 
of  things. 

Buildings. 

The  pressure  of  hard  times  prevents  the  advancement  desirable  in 
school-houses  and  premises.  Many  houses  must  soon  be  renovated, 
repaired  thoroughly,  and  reseated.  Good,  comfortable  furniture  can 
now  be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices ;  and  I  believe  the  sentiment  is 
growing  in  many  sections  that  the  best  is  not  too  good  for  the  schools. 
As  a  school  ofBcial,  I  feel  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  press 
trustees  to  make  improvements  along  this  line. 

During  the  year,  Welsford,  Upper  Pereaux,  Wolfville  and  Elmsdale 
have  built  new  school-houses.  These  are  all  provided  with  patent 
seats  and  desks  and  are  a  decided  improvement  upon  houses  built 
even  five  years  ago.  Weston,  Brooklyn  (Aylesford),  Brooklyn 
(Cornwallis),  Sheffield's  Mills,  Mount  Denson,  and  Avondale  have 
made  considerable  repairs,  reseated  their  bouses  with  approved  seats 
and  desks,  and  thus,  I  am  able  to  report,  are  advanced  in  this  direction. 
St  Marys,  W.  Black  Rock  and  Upper  Nine  Mile  River  are  required, 
by  the  Commissioners,  to  build  new  houses ;  and  Kingsport,  Three 
Mile  Plain,  St.  Croix  and  Cheverie  to  enlarge  and  repair  so  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  new  house  in  Upper  Pereaux 
is  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  last  winter.  It  was  insured 
and  thus  the  loss  was  not  so  great  as  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

School  Inspection. 

I  made  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  official,  and  several  non- 
official  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  term.  Many  of  these  visits 
were  longer  than  I  was  accustomed  to  make  in  the  past.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  spend  considerable  time  in  explaining  the  changes 
made  in  the  registers  and  return  blanks.  I  invariably  instructed 
teachers  to  complete  their  registers  and  sign  them,  themselves^  and 
have  them  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  Trusrees  before  making  out 
their  returns.  This  instruction,  in  addition  to  your  concise  and  clear 
notes  in  the  April  Journal  of  Education,  led  me  to  expect  perfect 
returns.  But  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  number  had  blunders  in 
them.  These  were  found  in  the  quarterly  and  general  averages  and 
and  percentages,  in  the  number  of i  minutes  per  week  reported  for  the 
various  groups  of  subjects — the  sum  of  these  varied  from  200  to 
2000 — in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  various  grades,  the  sum  of 
which  did  not  agree  with  the  number  enrolled,  and  in  the  sum  of  the 
attendance  for  the  two  half  years  not  agreeing  with  the  total  attend- 
ance for  the  year.  The  number  of  days  lost  was  frequently  given 
wrong.  I  have  fault  too  to  find,  in  that  all  the  questions  requiring 
answers  were  not  answered.  It  appeared  that  teachers  and  trustees 
answered  or  not,  according  to  their  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
answers  to  themselves.  Frequently  I  was  compelled  to  write  for  an 
answer  to  a  single  question — left  out  because  some  one  did  not  think 
it  of  any  consequence  or  from  carelessness.     It  seems  to  me  the  rules 
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in  the  back  of  the  Register  are  too  plain  to  need  a  word  of  explana- 
tion for  the  teacher  of  the  lowest  grade.  I  regard  these  blunders, 
therefore,  as  the  result  of  simple  carelessness.  I  would  suggest  as  a 
remedy  for  this  either  to  withhold  grants  for  six  months,  or  impose  a 
fine  for  each  error,  or  publish  the  names  of  all  who  send  correct  and 
complete  retumu,  with  the  understanding  that  all  whose  names  do  not 
appear  on  the  list  have  not  sent  in  acceptable-returns. 

Registers. 

I  have  already  informed  teachers  that  the  past  term's  registers  will 
be  called  up,  and  that  all  cases  of  incorrect  or  incomplete  ones  will  be 
reported.  To  this  end  I  purpose  to  notify  schools  of  my  next  visit 
and  ask  for  registers,  agreements,  licenses  and  all  papers  affording 
information  concerning  the  school  in  all  its  respects.  The  register  is 
printed  on  brittle  paper,  is  to  big  for  the  old  covers  in  use,  and  in 
consequence  is  crumpled  on  its  edges  and  torn  to  an  extent  very 
undesirable  in  a  document  the  trustees  are  required  to  preserve. 
This  can  be  remedied  by  the  use  of  a  tougher  paper,  by  making  it  a 
half  inch  narrower  or  providing  covers  to  protect  it  as  is  now  being 
gradually  done. 

World's  Fair. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  this  district  interested  themselves  to 
send  some  of  their  best  work  to  me,  from  which  to  select  for  the 
World's  Fair.  From  the  large  amount  sent,  I  made  selections  of  the 
best,  as  you  instructed,  and  forwarded  it  to  you.  Those  upon  whom 
the  labor  came  feel  somewhat  disappointed  that  so  little  of  it  was 
considered  good  enough  for  a  place  in  the  Nova  Scotia  exhibit,  and 
teachers  from  here,  who  have  visited  the  World's  Fair,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  specimens  sent  are  far  from  our  best,  and  do  not 
fairly  represent  us.  Of  course  the  stimulus  given  to  the  schools  in 
the  preparation  of  the  work,  and  the  publication  of  the  names  of 
those  whose  work  was  forwarded  to  Halifax,  had  their  beneficial 
effects  at  the  time ;  but  to  be  regarded  as  failing  in  the  principal  lines 
of  work,  as  compared  with  others,  was  not  expected ;  and  then  to  be 
informed  that  the  best  of  it  went  no  further  than  Halifax,  or  does 
not  appear  as  part  of  the  exhibit,  cannot  fail  to  have  its  effect  upon 
the  schools,  should  anything  of  the  kind  be  required  in  future. 

Summer  Schools,  Institutes,  &c. 

If  there  could  be  a  Summer  Normal  School  or  Teachers'  Institute 
established  in  each  district  or  county,  for  four  weeks,  during  each 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  training  young  teachers,  and  old  ones  too, 
when  they  need  it,  in  new  methods ;  instructing  them  in  the  new 
subjects  introduced  into  the  course  of  study,  and  stimulating  them  to 
make  more  of  their  time  in  the  school-room  and  do  better  work,  it 
would  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  schools.  One  Normal  School 
may  train  150  teachers  each  year;  but  these  are  not  enough  to  supply 
half  the  vacancies  from  ordinary  causes.    The  time  lost    by  not 
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knowing  how  to  teach  is  making  our  schools  too  expeasive  for  the 
progress  made.  Of  the  265  teachers  employed  in  Hants  and  Kings 
68  only,  hold  Normal  School  diplomas.  If  the  Normal  School  is 
what  is  claimed  for  it,  then  it  goes  without  showing  that  all  teachers 
should,  in  some  way,  be  put  in  possession  of  Normal  training. 

Statistics. 

I  have  sought  to  prepare  correct  statistics  of  the  school  work 
for  the  past  term;  but  from  the  errors  found  in  returns — which  at  much 
pains,  and  by  correspondence,  I  sought  to  correct — I  dare  not  say  that 
I  think  they  will  do  more  than  approximate  the  truth.  I  believe  the 
way  I  have  treated  the  matter  of  incorrect  returns  and  the  plan  I 
have  determined  to  follow  for  the  next  year  will  enable  me  in  my 
next  report  to  speak  with  more  assurance  of  the  corrections  of  the 
statistics  to  be  submitted.  I  have  begun  on  this  line  and  shall  not 
feel  like  discontinuing  till  the  result  is  to  my  satisfaction. 

Allow  me  to  conclude  this  report  by  sending  you  the  names, 
addresses  and  ages  of  the  young  persons,  who  have  not  attended  school 
and  who  are  deaf  and  dumb. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 
A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORO. 

W.  MacIsaac,  B.  a.,  Inspectiyr, 
Sir, — 

The  following  report  on  the  schools  of  District  No.  6  for  the  year 
ended  July,  1893,  is  respectfully  submitted: 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  Antigonish  was  89,  and 
in  Guysboro  85. 

There  were  six  sections  without  school  in  Antigonish  during  some 
portion  of  the  year,  and  fourteen  in  Guysboro. 

The  total  annual  enrolment  in  Antigonish  was  3532.    The  corres- 
ponding number  in  Guysboro  was  3589. 

Grand    total    of    attendance:      Antigonish,    258,355;    Guysboro, 
263,644, 
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It  will  be  seen  by  reducing  the  grand  total  of  both  to  the  same  basis, 
that  the  attendance  for  the  past  year,  which  was  only  three-fourths 
of  the  ordinary  one,  was  less  than  that  of  the  preceding. 

By  increasing  the  grand  total  of  attendance  in  Antigonish  by  one- 
third  we  have  844,473  as  compared  with  305,450  for  last  year. 

Similarly,  the  grand  total  for  Guysboro  for  this  year  is  less  than 
that  of  the  previous  one  by  36,018.  The  cause  of  the  decrease  was 
the  unusual  severity  of  the  season  during  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  March. 

Average  annual  salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  including  Government 
grants  are  as  follows: — 


Males. 


B 


C 


D 


Antigonish..     $440.71    $228.03    $109.60 
Guysboro  . . .      538.37      244.85      147.51 


Females. 


BCD 
$274.00  $219.52  $154.21 

325.04    241.50    960.41 


Number  of  teachers  employed  of  different  classes  and  sexes  : 

Anttoonirh  County. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

Male 

..      1 

5 

21 

14 

Female 

•  • 

2 

23 

27 

Totals . . 

..  A  1 

B7 

C44 

D41 

Gu 

vsBORo  County. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Male 

..      1 

4 

5 

4 

Female 

•  • 

4 

32 

40 

Totals . . 

..  Al 

B8 

C37 

D44 

A  new  school  house  has  been  erected  at  White  Head  ;  and  a  large 
and  commodious  department  has  been  added  to  the  Canso  school, 
which  will  afford  this  (lourishinor  section  sufficient  educational 
facilities  in  future. 


The  school  house  at  Dover,  Guysboro  county,  was  destroyed    by 
fire  in  July.     It  appears  strange  that  such  a  serious  misfortune  should 
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happen  at  that  season  of  the  year,  when,  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
the  locality  was  free  from  bush-fires. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  School  Board  at  Oiiysboro  in  May,  a  new 
school  section  was  established  at  Yankee  Cove.  The  children  of  this 
sparsely-settled  district  have  been  in  the  past  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  a  common  school  education  ;  and  the  Commissioners  of  Guysboro 
with  commendable  public  spirit  determined  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 
shall  no  longer  continue. 

During  ray  tour  of  inspection  I  found  the  teachers  in  general, 
energetic  and  attentive  to  duty.  There  is  much  truth  in  the  trite 
saying  that  the  teacher  makes  the  school.  But  the  efforts  of  the  best 
and  most  skilful  teachers  often  fail  unless  generously  seconded  by 
those  of  parents  and  trustees,  which  unfortunately  in  many  instances 
is  not  the  case. 

School  work  is  in  many  of  our  schools,  particularly  the  rural  ones, 
conducted  by  teachers  of  the  lower  grades,  needlessly  monotonous  to 
the  pupils.  Though  many  of  these  teachers  do  creditable  work  in 
giving  oral  lessons  on  various  natural  objects,  there  is  a  large 
number  who  do  not  attempt  this  interesting  part  of  school  work  from 
sheer  diffidence,  and  because  they  did  not  make  a  special  study  of 
nature  lessons  in  the  school  in  which  they  were  trained  themselves. 
Indeed,  the  elements  of  a  great  many  of  the  natural  sciences  by  a 
little  private  study  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  could  easily  be  taught 
in  our  most  elementary  schools.  Besides  the  educational  advantage 
which  would  result  from  work  of  this  kind,  it  would  remove  much  of 
the  tedium  that  makes  school  life  so  unattractive  to  children. 
Classes  might  be  taught  to  distinguish  the  principal  organs  of  plants 
and  flowers ;  to  name  and  recognize  the  various  forest  trees  of  the 
locality  or  neighbourhood,  the  different  materials  of  their  own 
clothing,  as  cotton,  wool,  flax  or  silk,  and  the  principal  varieties  of 
animate  life  from  bhe  insect  tribes  to  the  large  domestic  quadrupeds. 
The  geography  of  the  school  vicinity,  of  hill,  dale  and  brook,  as  well 
as  the  leading  figures  of  geometry,  as  squares,  triangles,  circles,  cubes, 
spheres  and  cylinders,  might  also  be  made  from  time  to  time  the 
subject  of  inspiring  oral  lessons.  The  simplest  mechanical  laws,  steam 
and  electricity,  in  an  elementary  way,  might  also  receive  some 
attention.  The  importance  of  cultivating  in  the  youth  a  taste  for 
studies  of  this  kind  cannot  easily  be  overestimated. 

The  Academy  in  Guysboro  has  been  under  the  efficient  charge  of 
E.  B.  Smith,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  during  the  year. 

The  Antigonish  Academy  opened  in  September  last  under  most 
favorable  auspices.  In  addition  to  its  usual  staff  of  excellent 
professors,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Angus  J.  Chisholm,  B.  A.,  D.  D., 
were  secured  to  teach  Higher  Mathematics,  English  and  French. 
Early  in  November  this  brilliant  and  accomplished  scholar  fell  a 
victim  to  typhoid  fever,  and  died  at  the  end  of  the  month.  His 
death,  in  the  prime  of  life,  was  not  only  a  loss  to  the  institution,  but 
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a  loss  to  the  community  and  the  country  at  large.  In  him,  with  a 
mind  truly  majestic,  were  combined  all  the  best  and  highest  qualities 
of  the  true  man  and  the  good  christian.  The  beauty  of  his  character 
and  chivalrous  benevolence  left  impressions  deeper,  more  enduring 
and  tangible  than  mere  "  footprints  in  the  sands  of  time." 

The  best  criterion  of  the  high  order  of  work  done  in  Antigonish 
Academy  is  the  success  of  its  candidates  at  the  Antigonish  Station  at 
the  Provincial  High  School  Examination  in  July.  Three  of  its 
students  succeeded  by  respectable  aggregates  in  obtaining  Grade  A 
(classical)  scholarships.  The  success  of  those  of  its  students  who 
applied  for  grades  B,  C  and  D  is  highly  gratifying. 

Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  you  for 
uniform  courtesies  in  our  official  relations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  MacISAAC. 
A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintenclcnt  of  Edibcation. 


DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON  AND  RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  B.  a..  Inspector. 
Sib,— 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  schools  of  my 
inspectoral  district  for  the  nine  months'  term,  ended  July  31st. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the 
county  of  Cape  Breton  in  May  last.  School  Section,  No.  76,  Qabarus, 
was  divided  into  two  distinct  sections.  This  division  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  thus  a  difficulty 
of  long  standing,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has  beenfi  nally  and 
definitely  disposed  of.  Thus  also  has  the  number  of  sections  in  the 
county  been  increased  by  one,  but  as  the  change  onlycame  into  efiect 
at  the  commencement  of  the  current  school  year,  the  number  of 
sections  taken  into  account  for  this  report  will  be  the  same  as 
hereto-fore,  132.  The  number  in  the  county  of  Richmond  remains 
unchanged — 70.  Two  petitions  for  division  were  presented  to  the 
Board,  one  of  which  was  rejected  and  the  other  granted,  but  the 
C.  P.  I.  declined  to  sanction  the  proposed  division. 

The  number  of  sections  having  no  schools  in  session  any  part  of  the 
term  was,  in  Cape  Breton  County  19,  and  in  Richmond  9.  These 
numbers  are  unusually  large,  but  they  are  the  result  of  exceptional 
circumstances.    It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  a  transition 
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term  inaugurating  several  changes  in  our  educational  system,  one  of 
which  renders  illegal  the  engagemenf  of  teachers  for  a  period  less 
than  one  year,  "  except  by  express  authority  from  the  inspector  under 
special  circumstances."  Obviously  this  enactment  applies  to  contracts 
entered  into  at  the  commencement  of  the  yearly  term,  and  does  not 
contemplate  that  sections  failing  to  secure  teachers  at  that  period 
shall  remain  vacant  for  the  remainder  thereof.  It  seems,  however, 
that  in  several  instances  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  latter 
interpretation  was  put  upon  it,  while  the  saving  permissive  clause  was 
entirely  lost  sight  of  or  overshadowed  by  the  direct  prohibition. 
The  same  causes — th6  change  of  terms  and  annual  engagements- 
rendered  unavailable  the  usual  recruits  from  the  colleges  and  acade- 
mies in  the  spring. 

It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make  comparative  state- 
ments between  this  nine-months'  term  and  the  previous  year  of  two 
semi-annual  terms.  I  shall  therefore  only  extract  from  the  tables  a 
few  of  the  more  important  items  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
term  under  consideration. 

The  number,  class  and  sex  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  111 
sections  having  school  in  Cape  Breton  County  and  the  61  in 
Richmond  were  as  follows: 


Male. 

FSMALB. 

• 

TOTAU 

A.  B.  C.  D. 

B.    0.    D. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Cape  Breton . . 

4  20  26  23 

7    42    39 

73 

88 

161 

Richmomd 

—    9  22  12 

—    12    15 

43 

27 

70 

Of  those  in  the  former  county,  18  were  teachers  employed  for  the 
first  time,  and  in  the  latter,  7,  making  25  new  teachers  in  the  district. 
Many  other  more  or  less  interesting  details  of  the  classification  and 
analysis  of  teachers  as  to  period  of  service,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  tables.  '* 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  at  school  in  Cape  Breton  County 
was  6848,  (3685  boys  and  3163  girls)  being  exactly  one  in  5  of  the 
population,  making  an  average  daily  attendance  of  3461.7  and  an 
aggregate  days'  attendance  for  the  term  of  533,886.  The  number  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  in  the  different  school  sections 
of  the  county  is  returned  a»  6754,  and  of  those  who  did  not  attend 
school  at  all  during  the  term  as  672  or  very  nearly  10  per  cent.  The 
number  enrolled  in  Richmond  County  was  2730 — 1504  boys  and  1226 
girls — one  in  5.2  of  the  population,  making  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  1359.7  and  a  grand  total  of  200,464.  The  number  in  this 
county  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  is  placed  at  2,918,  and  those  of 
them  who  did  not  attend  school  at  402  or  13.7  per  cent.    There 
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certainly  seems  to  be  something  wrong  about  this  state  of  aflfairs,  but 
I  must  say  that  I  would  not  by  any  means  vouch  for  the  correctness 
of  the  figures  in  this  particular  item.  I  have  found  it  very  difficult 
to  procure  correct  returns  under  this  head.  After  having  taken  what 
were  looked  upon  as  extreme  measures,  even  to  withholding  the 
warrants  for  payment  of  the  County  Fund,  to  compel  the  correction 
of  returns,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  figures  sent  in  were 
mere  guesses,  the  returns  themselves  bearing  evidence  of  the  fact  on 
their  faces  in  the  non-agreement  of  the  total  reported  in  section  with 
the  sum  of  those  registered  at  school  and  the  absentees.  Trustees  in 
large  sections  assert  that  they  have  no  means  of  procuring  the  correct 
figures  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble  which  they  seem  to  look  upon 
as  the  duty  of  nobody  in  particular  and  which,  therefore,  no  one  is 
willing  to  assume,  forgetting  that  their  secretary  could,  with  very 
little  trouble,  take  this  miniature  census  when  collecting'^the  sectional 
school  rates. 

While  on  the  subject  of  returns,  I  may  state  that  I  have  been 
greatly  perplexed  and  reterded  in  my  work  of  compiling  the  statistics 
by  the  inaccuracy  and  incompleteness  of  many  of  them.  A  great 
many  had  to  be  referred  back  for  correction  (some,  indeed,  a  second 
time !)  after  the  first  cursory  glance  or  after  having  been  used  for  the 
primary  purposes  of  government  grant  and  county  fund  distribution 
sheets.  With  an  almost  entirely  new  form  of  return  some  mistakes 
and  omissions  were  te  be  expected,  but  I  was  not  prepared  for  such 
an  amount  of  blundering  and  inconsistency.  The  returns,  though 
largely  corrected,  will  still  in  a  great  measure  bear  me  out  in  this 
statement  when  they  reach  your  office.  There  is  as  much  to  complain 
of  for  the  sinsi  of  omission  as  for  those  of  commission.  There  is  far 
too  much  laxity  in  this  matter  of  school  returns — documents,  the 
correctness  and  completeness  of  which  have  to  be  attested  under  oath 
by  teacher  and  solemnly  certified  by  truutees.  Do  representetive 
men  elected  to  fill  the  serious  and  responsible  position  of  trustees  of 
public  schools  mean  nothing  when  they  append  their  names  to  a 
declaration  like  this :  "  We  certify  *****  that  we  have 
faithfully  sought  to  procure  accurate  answers,  which  are  recorded  in 
the  register  to  every  enquiry  found  in  this  return,  and  we  further 
certify  that  this  return  is,  to  tiie  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief 
correct  in  every  particular  ? "  And  yet  I  found  in  a  certain  school 
several  days  betore  th^^lose  of  the  term  a  blank  form  of  return 
certified  as  above  over  the  siimatures  of  the  three  trustees !  Needless 
to  say  that  that  blank  form  never  served  its  intended  purpose,  but  the 
incident  goes  to  show  how  readily  some  people  can  be  got  to  certify 
to  anything  or  nothimg ;  while  the  many  columns  in  the  returns  found 
unfilled  and  questions  left  unanswered  would  seem  to  indicate  a  wide- 
spread conviction  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  forms  is  gotten 
up  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  employment  to  the  printer.  One 
would  certainly  have  thought  that  the  directions  and  injunctions  laid 
down  in  the  April  edition  of  the  Journal  of  Education  were  sufficient 
to  ensure,  as  nearly  as  possible,  absolute  perfection  or  at  least  a 
conscientious  endeavour  to  procure  the  information  asked  for ;  but  the 
futility  of  the  expectation  was  painfully  brought  home  to  me,  as 
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already  stated,  in  the  compilation  of  my  annual  returns.  In  the 
columns,  for  instance,  requiring  ''  the  average  number  of  minutes  per 
week  taken  by  teacher  during  the  year  in  givihg  instruction  in  the 
various  groups  of  subjects  specified  below,"  how  many  of  the  figures 
given  are  absurd  !  It  would  be  wearisome  to  go  into  details.  Again 
in  the  matter  of  the  "  Analysis  of  High  School  Studies  "  I  am  certain 
that  many  teachers  have  not  done  justice  to  their  schools,  for  I  have 
personal  knowledge  of  some  wherein  I  examined  classes  in  High 
School  subjects,  the  returns  from  which  contain  no  records  of  pupils 
in  those  grades.  This  neglect  accounts  for  the  County  of  Richmond 
getting  credit  for  only  12  High  School  pupils — see  Tables  IX  and  X. 
The  omissions  referred  to  were,  however,  noticed  too  late  to  have 
them  supplied. 

The  new  school  building  at  North  Sydney  was  occupied  after  the 
Christmas  holidays.  It  contains  eight  large  rooms  with  spacious  halls 
and  all  necessary  ante-rooms,  and  closets,  is  thoroughly  heated  by  hot 
water  and  well  and  completely  furnished.  It  is  the  largest  and 
finest  public  school  building  in  Cape  Breton  and  is  a  credit  to  the 
enterprising  town  that  erected  it.    ' 

An  additional  department  was  opened  in  Qowrie  Section  (Cow 
Bay)  on  the  80th  January,  making  the  sixth  in  that  thriving  section. 
The  building  erected  for  its  accommodation  is  situated  some  distance 
outside  the  village,  near  the  workings,  and  is  rather  a  neat  building, 
but  poorly  planned  for  a  modern  school-house. 

South  Head,  to  whose  misfortunes  reference  was  made  in  my  two 
last  reports,  with  indomitable  pluck  replaced  its  many  burnt  school- 
houses  by  still  another  new  one,  and  was  enabled  to  open  school  the 
latter  part  of  the  term — April  17th.  A  new  school-house,  to  replace 
the  one  destroyed  by  forrest  fires  in  the  summer  of  1892,  was  being 
erected  at  Lakevale,  near  Sydney,  and  would  be  ready  for  occupation 
for  the  beginning  of  the  current  term. 

The  county  of  Richmond  has  not  much  to  show  in  the  matter  of 
buildings.  The  school-house  of  Rockdale  was  neatly  finished  inside 
and  now  makes  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  comfortable  in  the  rural 
sections  of  the  county. 

,  None  of  the  several  school-buildings  condemned  last  year  have  as 
yet  been  replaced,  the  trustees  in  each  case  having  obtained  an 
extension  of  time,  on  account  of  sectional  difiiculties  of  difierent 
kinds.  The  school-house  and  site,  at  Poirrierville  (Lower  D'Escousse), 
were  condemned  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board.  Two  school- 
houses  were  destroyed  by  fire — the  one  at  Loch  Lomond,  section  No. 
35,  on  the  night  of  the  18th  November,  and  that  at  Bray,  section  No. 
49,  on  the  night  of  December  23rd,  the  origin  or  cause  of  fire  in  both 
cases  being  unknown. 

Trout  Brook,  in  Cape  Breton  county,  also  had  the  misfortune  of 
losing  its  school  house  by  the  disastrous  forest  fires  of  last  summer, 
this  being  the  second  time  within  a  few  years. 
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All  the  schools  in  the  district  were  visited  once  during  the  term 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  which,  for  unavoidable  reasons, 
could  not  be  reached  but  at  the  sacrifice  gf  a  great  deal  of  time. 
Only  a  few  could  be  visited  a  second  time.  As  you  are  aware,  the 
recent  changes  entailed  upon  Inspectors,  during  the  past  term,  a  great 
deal  of  unusual  work  in  the  way  of  correspondence — answering 
questions,  circulating  new  forms,  distributing  World's  Fair  circulars, 
etc.  In  addition  to  this  the  lateness  of  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
of  Education  caused  a  great  many  sections  to  omit  calling  their 
annual  meetings  at  the  proper  time,  thereby  necessitating  an  applica- 
tion to  the  inspector  under  the  Icrw,  to  appoint  a  day  for  a' special 
annual  meeting. 

I  attended  meetings,  either  by  appointment  or  by  request,  in  the 
following  sections  having  no  schools  in  operation,  with  the  results 
named :  November  9th,  at  Beaver's  Cove,  a  public  meeting  of  rate- 
payers to  assist  in  putting  the  section  on  a  proper  legal  footing  with 
a  view  to  enabling  the  trustees  to  engage  a  teacher.  School  was 
opened  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month.  November  25th,  met  the 
trustees  of  L'Ardoise,  section  No.  28,  to  provide  a  class-room  and  an 
assistant.  Class  room  was  prepared  and  opened  on  November  28th. 
November  26th,  met  trustees  of  Grand  River  to  determine  upon  a 
site  for  a  new  school-house.  A  site  was  chosen  and  sanctioned  then 
and  there.  November  26,  attpnded  a  meeting  of  rate-payers  of  Loch 
Lomond,  No.  35,  after  the  burning  of  the  school-house  in  order  to 
take  measures,  if  possible,  for  continuing  the  school  in  temporary 
quarters,  and  to  provide  for  a  new  building.  Nothing  w^as  effected, 
owing  to  a  diflSculty  as  to  disputed  boundaries  and  other  causes  of 
disagreement.  April  12th,  met  Secretary  of  Trustees  of  Petit-de-Grat, 
section  No.  8,  to  determine  site  of  projected  new  school -house,  size 
and  plan  of  building,  &c.,  all  of  which  was  satisfactosily  arranged. 
Several  other  vacant  sections  were  visited  in  the  course  of  my  regular 
tours  of  inspection,  without  previous  notice  or  appointment,  and 
without,  to  my  knowledge,  any  immediate  or  determinate  results. 

At  the  Sydney  Academy,  there  were  registered  during  the  term  72 
pupils,  70  of  whom  are  reported  as  following  the  full  regular  course 
of  studies,  and  the  remaining  two  only  a  partial  or  special  course ; 
42  belonged  to  the  town,  and  30  were  from  beyond  its  limits,  every 
county  of  the  Island  being  w^ell  represented.  The  average  daily 
attendance  made  during  the  term  was  42.7.  The  number  pursuing 
the  different  grades  of  the  course  was  as  follows  :  Grade  IX,  36  ; 
Grade  X,  26 ;  Grade  XI,  10.  Some  $20  cash  and  other  prizes  were 
distributed,  aggregating  in  value  $105.  The  Academy  continues  under 
the  efficient  management  of  Principal  MacKeen,  with  Vice-Principal 
Stewart.  Besides  the  usual  staff  in  the  common  school  departments  ^ 
which  remains  unchanged,  three  departments  conducted  by  the  Sisters 
of  the  Congregation  de  Notre  Dame,  have  been  taken  over  under 
engagement  with  the  School  Board,  making  now,  with  the  "  Creek 
School " — a  primary  sub-urban  department — ten  departments  under 
the  control  of  the  town  commissioners. 
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The  following  are  the  sections  of  from  two  to  ten  departmentsi 
with  the  number  of  pupils  pursuing  more  or  less  closely  the  High 
School  course.  I  place  them  in  the  order  of  attendance  of  such 
pupils :  Sydney  Mines  50,  Little  Olace  Bay  40,  Bridgeport  39,  North 
Sydney  33,  Qowrie  27,  Louisburg  9,  Low  Point,  Block  House  and 
Mainadieu  each  5,  and  Reserve  and  Lorway  0.  Two  departments 
were  in  operation  in  Gabarus,  but  they  cannot  be  said  to  have 
constituted,  strictly  speaking,  a  graded  school.  In  all  these  schools 
good  live  teachers  are  generally  employed,  and  excellent  work  is 
being  done,  as  well  &s  in  many  of  tha  miscellaneous  schools  through- 
out the  district,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  we  are  making 
(perhaps  slow)  but  sure  progress  along  the  line. 

With  thanks  for  your  unvarying  kind  attention  and  courtesy, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL. 
A.  H.  MacIvay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

SupeHntendent  of  Edacaiion. 


DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  condensed  report 
relating  to  the  present  condition  and  progress  of  education  within 
the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  during  the  nine  months  ended, 
July.  1893. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  state  at  the  outset  that  changes  recently 
introduced  in  the  prescribed  regulations  for  the  government  and 
maintenance  of  the  public  schools  througfhout  the  province,  have  very 
largely  increased  the  clerical  duties  of  this  office — thus  materially 
hampering  the  regular  duties  of  school  inspection.  The  School  Act, 
in  ite  amended  form,  is  now,  however,  in  the  hands  of  every  board  of 
trustees  within  the  District.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  explanations 
relating  to  school  registers,  length  of  term,  dates  of  teachers'  pay 
days,  together  with  varied  intricacies  relating  to  the  public  examina- 
tions, are  by  this  time  fairly  well  understood  by  all  partiesc  oncemed, 
and  that  hereafter  the  legitimate  functions  of  accredited  visitors  may 
not  be  seriously  impeded. 

Within  the  present  quarter  of  a  century,  this  district  has  improved 
immensely  botn  materially  and  educationally.    The  country  was  then 
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covered  with  the  virgin  forest,  and  in  the  fierce  struggle^  for  existence 
with  which  the  early  settlers  had  to  contend,  aesthetics  were  sacri- 
ficed to  utility,  but  increased  comfort  and  improved  social  relations, 
together  with  the  magical  influence  exei-cised  by  the  establishment  of 
"  Arbor  Day  "  in  connection  with  the  public  schools,  has  gradually 
evolved  a  marvellous  change.  Then  a'tree  was  regarded  as  a  deform- 
ity to  be  plucked  out  and  destroyed — now  nearly  every  homestead  is 
decorated  with  ornamental  trees,  and  even  along  the  lanes  and  high- 
ways an  occasional  evergreen  graces  the  beauty  of  the  landscape. 

In  1864  free  schools  were  established  by  Act  of  Parliament 
throughout  the  province.  Messrs.  James  McDonnell,  of  Port  Hood, 
and  Angus  Mclver,  of  Little  Narrows,  were  appointed  School 
Inspectors  for  the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  respectively. 
By  these  gentlemen,  in  conjunction  with  the  local  land  surveyors  and 
school  commissioners,  each  county  was  sub-divided  into  district  school 
sections,  and  the  boundaries  of  each  sectionengrossed  in  the  commis- 
sioners* record  books.  In  Victoria  the  County  Academy  was  estab- 
lished at  Baddeck,  and  in  Inverness  schools  of  advanced  character 
were  founded  at  Port  Hastings  and  Port  Hood,  in  South  Inverness 
and  at  B.  C.  Marsh  and  Margaree  Forks  in  the  north. 

Under  the  new  law  superior  schools  were  established  in  both 
counties.  Schools  so  distinguished  were  Required  by  the  regulations 
to  be  of  a  high  order  ;  the  building,  furniture  and  apparatus  to  be  first 
class  and  the  teacher  of  high  rank  in  his  profession.  The  competing 
schools  were  specially  inspected  and  full  notes  sent  to  the  Education 
Ofiice — the  final  arbitrament  being  relegated  to  that  tribunal.  The 
grant  was  unquestionably  a  potent  stimulus  to  high  effort  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  trustees. 

In  1870  the  grant  was  withdrawn,  but  the  impulse  imparted 
through  this  extra  agency  is  felt  in  the  localities  to  which  the  grant 
was  awarded  unto  this  day. 

For  several  years  the  Academy  grant  in  Inverness  was  distributed 
by  the  school  boards  to  assist  indigent  school  sections  in  building  and 
equipping  their  school  houses  with  improved  furniture  and  apparatus. 
But,  by  a  Minute  of  Council  dated  April,  1877,  the  Academy  grant 
was  withdrawn,  to  be  given  thereafter  as  a  bonus  to  four  advanced 
schools  in  the  county.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  Inverness  Select 
School  Grant.  The  county,  however,  comprises  two  sub-districts  and 
the  selection  of  advanced  schools,  fulfilling  the  conditions  imposed 
under  the  Act,  involved  the  local  educational  authorities  in  a 
succession  of  vexatious  broils.  A  special  meeting  was  called  in 
March,  1879,  and  soon  afterv^ards,  by  a  Minute  of  Council  each  board 
was  allowed  the  privilege  of  selecting  four  special  schools,  each  to 
receive  an  equal  allotment  of  the  grant. 

Sometime  after,  the  Act  was  annulled  an  J  the  County  Academy  for 
Inverness  was  established  at  Port  Hawkesbury. 
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Here  and  now  I  besr  to  express  my  obligations  to  Messrs.  A.  &  W. 
Maekinlay,  booksellers  and  stationers,  Halifax,  for  their  thoughtful 
generosity  in  furnishing,  on  several  occasions,  boxes  of  books  and 
other  school  requisites  for  gratuitous  distribution  to  poor  children  in 
indigent  school  sections;  to  Dr.  Selvvyn  and  Hugh  Fletcher,  Esq.,  of 
the  Geological  Survey,  for  a  valuable  cabinet  of  rocks  and  minerals 
of  the  Dominion  ;  to  the  gentlemen  comprising  the  school  boards,  for 
their  punctual  attendance  at  the  regular  annual  meetings;  and  to 
W.  VV.  Williams.  Esq..  for  inserting  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the 
school  boards  in  the  "*  Hawheshury  Bulletin! 


» 


Within  the  district  there  are  institutions  of  a  private  or  special 
character — the  public  educational  appliances  being  solely  confined  to 
the  County  Academies  of  Port  Hood  and  Baddeck,  and  to  the  High 
School  at  Port  Hawkesbury,  together  with  the  miscellaneoas  and 
graded  schools  distributed  through  the  hamlets  and  most  thickly 
settled  localities  generally. 

The  Port  Hood  Academy  comprises  two  separate  buildings,  one  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  village  and  the  other  at  the  we?.t.  The  main 
building  consists  of  t\uo  departments— the  academic  (nrxA  intermediate. 
The  Convent  School,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Academy  and  is 
intended  exclusively  for  girls,  has  also  t^vo — the  preparatory  and 
elementary.  Artistically,  the  main  building  of  the  Port  Hood 
Academy  does  not  reflect  much  credit  upon  the  large  and  moderately 
wealthy  county  of  Inverness.  The  style  is  neither  Doric  nor  Ionic, 
Corinthian  nor  Composite.  The  rooms  are,  however,  large,  and  the 
appliances  for  heating  and  ventilation,  ample.  The  Convent  School 
had  at  one  time  been  the  residence  of  a  gentleman  in  the  village,  and 
all  the  departments  are  well  finished  and  furnished  with  imported 
desks  and  chairs. 

The  County  Academy  at  Baddeck  is  a  plain,  unadorned  public 
building,  consisting  of  four  rooms, — tu^o,  the  advanced  and  the 
elementary  on  the  lower  tlat,  and  tivo,  the  preparatory  and  inter- 
mediate in  the  storey  above.  All  the  rooms  are  well  finished  and 
supplied  with  improved  furniture  throughout.  The  academy  is  also 
furnished  with  a  Globe  and  Gazetteer,  together  with  a  fine  cabinet  of 
geological  specimens  of  local  rocks  and  curios  from  heathen  lands. 
The  site  is  poor — being  several  feet  lower  than  the  street  in  front. 

Hawkrshury  is  the  only  village  within  the  district  invested  with 
civic  dignity.  Ever  since  the  inauguration  of  the  existing  school 
system  the  trustees  insisted  upon  having  the  best  teachers  available. 
The  rate-payers  always  voted  a  handsome  sum  for  school  support. 
The  present  building  has  been  in  use  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  it  has  been  lately  renovated. 

The  institution  now  consists  of  four  departments,  the  high  school 
and  preparatory  on  the  same  flat,  and  pfimai^  and  intermediate  in 
the  storey  below. 
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For  maDv  years  the  high  school  was  awarded  the  Academy  Grant 
But  Port  Hood  being  the  capital  of  the  county  it  was  transferred 
thither,  ten  or  eleven  years  ago.  Since  then  the  teacherof  the  advanced 
department  has  been  accorded  an  additional  allowance  from  the  pro- 
vincial treasury,  as  provided  in  Regulation  1 6. 

Port  Hctatings  has  two  departments  for  the  present.  Both  are  in 
charge  of  Normal  School  graduates  of  high  standing. 

Mabou  has  two  district  buildings — one  for  both  sexes  in  charge  of  a 
teacher  of  Class  B — the  other  being  the  ncicsfhbouring  Convent,  consists 
of  three  departments — the  p^^eparatory  and  intermediate  exclusively 
for  girls  on  one  flat  and  the  primary  for  boys  in  the  storey  below. 
Both  buildings  are  thoroughly  finished  and  furnished  with  imported 
Dawson  seats  and  desks. 

The  graded  school  at  Whycocomagh  consists  of  two  departments — 
the  advanced  having  been  in  charge  of  a  Normal  School  graduate  of 
the  fir&t  Class  and  the  elementarif  of  an  experienced  teacher  of  Class 
C.  The  building  is  old  and  more  or  less  delapidated.  But  improved 
accommodation  is  contemplated. 

At  Belle  Cote  the  building  is  well  finished  and  furnished  with  all 
the  ordinary  school  requisites.  Here  the  children  are  largely  French 
and  the  elementary  department  is  always  in  charge  of  a  person  who 
can  speak  and  read  that  language. 

At  Grand  Etang  two  of  the  departments  in  the  convent  school  has 
been  lately  closed,  and  all  the  school  going  children  of  the  section  are 
now  crowded  into  one  school  with  one  teacher  and  one  or  two 
assistants.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  every  friend  of  educational 
progress  within  the  section. 

MiaceUaneous  Schools  of  high  character  are  also  established  in  the 
wealthiest  localities,  in  each  sub-district.  The  names  of  each  section 
may  be  of  some  interest  for  the  purposes  of  comparison : — 

SoxTTH  JInvern  ess. 

Hillsboro.  No.  27, 
West  Bay,  "    40i, 
Little  Harbor,  ••  44, 
Brook  Village,  ••    34, 

North  Inverness. 

Margaree  Chapel,  No.  8, 
Margaree  Forks,  ••  9, 
Margaree  Harbor,  ••  ol. 
Broad  Cove  Marsh,  ••  84, 
Brook,  No.  341. 
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Victoria. 

En^liahtown,  No.  50, 
East  Ingonish, '»  64, 
New  Haven,  »•  73, 
South  Ridge,    '»    86, 

and  a  number  of  others  which  is  not  necessary  to  specialize. 

The  necessary  funds  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools  are 
derived  from  the  following  sources — The  Provincial  Treasury,  the 
County  fund,an«l  local  assessment.  The  Provincial  grant  is  paid 
semi-annually  directly  to  the  teachers — the  first  instalment  in 
February  and  the  second  in  August.  The  County  fund  5s  appor- 
tioned annually,  and  the  trustees  of  each  section  are  furnished  with 
warrants  for  their  money  upon  the  County  Treasurj\  The  balance  of 
the  sum  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  is  levied  upon  the  section  with- 
out any  unnecessary  delay — and  the  trustees  are  then  in  a  position  to 
discharge  their  obligations  to  the  teacher. 

During  the  past  year  of  nine  months,  teachers  of  Class  A  in  the  County 
of  Inverness  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  S()9;j  ;  B's,  S265 ;  C\s  $220  and  D's 
$185.  Female  teachers  as  a  rule  received  rates  somewhat  lower.  In 
Victoria  the  A  teachers  employed  in  the  Academy  were  paid  but  $560 
for  the  nine  months;  B's,  $262  ;  C's  $230  and  D's  $185,  while  female 
teachers  were  paid  a  shade  higher  in  all  the  Classes. 

Number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  past  nine  months  in  both 
Counties  may  be  tabulated  as  follows : — 

Term  ended  Fehruavy  Srd,  189-1, 
Victoria. — No.  Teachers  Class  A 1 

ii  •»  n  M         B 2 

n  u  II  ••       C 22 

••  "  "  "      D 34 

Inverness  (South). — No.  Teachers  Class  A 3 

It  it  11  ii  ••      B, , . . , ,   5 

M  n  u  »  ••  C 29 

"  '•  "  »»  »•      D 36 

Inverness  (North). — No.  Teachers  Class  A 0 

II  II  II  II  »•      B 9 

II  II  II  II  '•      C  • 16 

•»  •»  »«  »•  ••      D 38 

Assistants 9 

Temi  ended  7th  July,  1893. 

Victoria. — No.  Teachers  Class  A 2 

II  Ii  II  II      B 2 


II  II  M 

«t  (I  II 


"      C 25 

"     D 40 
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Inverness  (South).— No.  Teachers  Class  A 3 

II      li      II     II      "   B 8 

II      II      II     II      "   C 31 

II       II      II     :i      "   D 48 

Inverness  (North).— No.  Teachers  Class  A 0 

II  II  II  II  "      B 0 

II  II  II  II  •»      C 22 

"  «'  »•  '«  ••      D 3G 

Assistants 11 

The  County  Academics.  Mr.  Hall  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
Baddeck  Academy  during  the  first  quarter  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  who,  after  a  few  weeks'  service,  was  forced  to  retire  on 
account  of  ill-health.  Mr.  T.  C.  McKay  now  holds  the  fort.  Mr. 
McKay  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  A  graduate  in  the 
Province,  and  if  heredity  counts,  he  should  be  a  paragon  of. unobtru- 
sive honesty  and  indefatigable  application. 

The  trustees  of  the  Port  Hood  Academy  have  indicated  their 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Mcintosh's  signal  succes.^,  both  as  an  instructor 
and  citizen,  by  re-engaging  him  for  the  current  year  at  an  advance  of 
salary. 

The  Indian  School  at  Whycocomagh  has  been,  during  the  past  year, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Victor  Christmas,  a  native  Micmac,  of  Class  D.  This 
school  was  officially  visited  early  in  June.  The  registration  was 
fairly  good,  but  the  attendance  small,  the  average  up  to  date  being 
only  8.  I  was  assured  the  number  of  children  present  was  not  a  fair 
representation  of  the  ordinary  attendance.  Thechildren  were  examined 
in  English  reading  and  spelling,  including  dictation,  together  with 
arithmetic,  including  the  multiplication  and  simple  commercial  tables. 
The  building  is  large  and  comfortable,  well  finished,  and  sufficiently 
furnished  with  benches,  blackboards  and  maps. 

Miss  McEachern,  who  is  a  duly  licensed  teacher  of  Class  C,  is  in 
charge  of  the  Wagamatcook  school,  where  she  has  been  employed  for 
many  years.  Her  ignorance  of  the  vernacular  language  places  her  of 
course  at  a  disadvantage,  but  her  long  experience  and  her  untiring 
patience  and  cheerfulness  in  contending  with  a  host  of  difficulties 
renders  her  a  most  valuable  public  servant.  The  school-house  is  a  fine, 
well  finished  building.  The  furniture,  although  of  the  long  seat 
pattern,  is  good  of  its  kind — there  is  sufficient  black  surface  for 
ordinary  service — together  with  maps  of  the  Maritime  Piovinccs  and 
Dominion  of  Canada. 

The  school  houses  in  both  sections  are  intended  for  public  worship 
on  Sunday,  and  as  will  bo  readily  understood,  the  seating  accommoda- 
tion has  been  constructed  with  a  view  more  to  the  convenience  of 
adults  than  of  school  going  children. 

From  the  foregoing  synopsis  it  will  be  observed  that  the  educational 
appliances  provided  within  the  district,  are  quite  ample  to  meet  the 
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reasonable  requirements  of  the  resident  young  and  rising  generation — 
miscellaneous  school?  in  the  rural  settlements,  graded  schools  in  the 
villages,  and  academies  in  the  country  towns — together  with  the  Indian 
schools  located  at  the  Indian  Reservations  of  Inverness  and  Victoria. 

The  course  of  study  prescribed  by  law  is  used  in  all  the  public 
schools,  and  in  cases  where  for  various  reasons  its  provisions  cannot 
be  strictly  carried  out,  it  is  utilized  as  a  general  guide  for  the  proper 
arrangement  and  orderly  sequence  of  studies  and  a  basis  of  classifica- 
tion. As  is  well  known,  its  primary  aim  is  to  improve  the  education 
imparted  to  the  children,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  make  all  schools 
alike  by  impressing  on  their  operation  a  mechanical  uniformity  as  to 
make  each  school  more  effective  by  giving  to  its  work  a  definite  and 
continuous  character. 

That  the  regular  annual  high  school  examinations  are  now  unified 
with  the  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools,  furnishes  an  additional 
reason  for  its  virtual  adoption  in  all  the  public  schools. 

The  Provincial  High  School  examination  was  conducted  as  usual  at 
the  following  stations : 

Port  Hood. 
Deputy  Examiner,  the  Inspector,  assisted  by  D.  F.  McLean,  Esq. 

No.  candidates,  46 — one  B,  15  Cs  and  30  D's.  13  of  the  applicants 
were  successful,  the  rest  failed.  The  highest  averages  were  made  by 
P.  S.  Smith,  454  B;  Malcolm  McPhail,  445  C;  William  McDonald, 
419  D. 

Baddeck. 

Ewen  McAskill,  Esq.,  Deputy  Examiner. 

No.  candidates,  33—1  A,  4  B's,  4  Cs  and  24  D\s.  15  were 
successful,  the  rest  failed.  The  highest  averages  were  made  by  J.  M. 
Macritchie,  1258  A;  Tena  McLean,  544  B;  John  J.  McAskill,  521  B. 

Port  Hawkesbury. 
Dr.  P.  A.  McDonald,  Deputy  Examiner. 

No.  candidates,  19 — 4  B*s,  8  C*s  and  7  D's.  13  were  successful,  th6 
rest  failed.  The  Highest  averages  were  made  by  John  Archy 
McLellan,  515  C ;  Joseph  D.  Matheson,  430  B ;  Lizzie  J.  Reeves,  411  B. 

Margaree  Forks. 

Dougald  Campbell,  Esq.,  Deputy  Examiner. 

No.  candidates,  13 — 1  B,  1  C  and  11  D's.  3  were  successful  and 
10  failed.  The  successful  candidates  were  P.  A.  McQarry,  310  B ; 
Amy  L.  Ross,  314  C ;  Sarah  L.  Doyle,  423  D, 
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Cheticamp. 

Dr.  Fiset,  Deputy  Examiner. 

No.  candidates,  8 — 3  C's  and  5  D's.  3  were  successful  and  5  failed. 
The  successful  were  Michael  Crispo,  453  C ;  Dan  Buckles,  477  D ; 
Mary  S.  LeBlanc,  402  D. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  of  July,  the  Minimum  Professional  Quali- 
fication Examination  was  held  a^  the  same  stations. 

Port  Hood. 

No.  candidates,  20 — successful,Jll ;  failures,  9.  The  three  making 
the  highest  averages  being  : 

William  McQuarrie,  134.     Third  rank. 
Kate  A.  Kennedy,  133.  u 

John  D.  Murray,  124.  n 


M 
II 


Baddeck. 

No.  candidates,  13 — successful,  11 ;  failures,  2.     The  three  making 
the  highest  were  : 

Duncan  McAskill,  134.     Third  rank. 
John  Mclver,  128. 
Murdo  Mclver,  126. 


II         II 
II         II 


Port  Hawkesbury. 

No.  candidates,  8 — successful,  6,  faihires,  2.     The  three  making  the 
highest  averages  were : 

Annie  McDonald,  158.     Second  rank. 
John  A.  McLellan,  153.         m         h 
Hector  McDonald,  147.     Third  rank. 

Margaree  Forks. 

No.  candidates,  9 — successful,  4 ;  failures,  5.     The  three  making  the 
highest  averages  were  : 

Michael  E.  Coady,  110.     Third  rank. 
Mary  J.  Cameron,  113. 
Peter  Coady,  lOG. 


II         ii 
II         II 


Cheticamp. 

No.   candidates,  4 — successful.  3;  failed,  1.      The  names  of  the 
successful : 

Dan  Buckles,  127. 
Lucy  Arseneaux,  126. 
Mary  S.  LeBlanc,  106. 
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In  connection  with  the  general  results  of  the  public  examination, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  append  the  results  of  the  examinations  as  far  as 
the  county  academies  and  high  school  at  Hawkesbury  are  concerned  : 

Port  Hood. 

22  candidates — 1  B  successful.  10  C's — 1  successful  in  obtaining 
grade  applied  for  and  3  obtained  Grade  D. 

Minimum  Professional  Examination.  7  candidates — i  obtaining 
third  rank  certificates. 

Baddeck. 

12  candidates — of  these  3  went  up  for  B,  3  for  C,  and  6  for  D.  3 
obtained  B  and  5  D.  This  last  includes  2  who  failed  to  obtain  Q  but 
who  obtained  D. 

High  School,  Hawkesbury. 

11  candidates — 4  B*s  and  7  C*s — 2  B's  successful,  and  3  C*s  in 
obtaining  the  grade  applied  for.  2  of  the  B  candidates  obtained  C, 
and  4  of  the  C's  obtained  D. 

The  rather  limited  number  who  passed  at  the  July  examination 
has  necessitated  the  employment  of  teachers  with  only  permissive 
authority.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  such  should  be  the  case.  I 
am,  however,  quite  satisfied  that  many  to  whom  this  privilege  has 
been  accorded  are  fully  as  capable  as  some  teachers  who  are  regularly 
licensed.     The  system,  however,  is  bad. 

With  respect  to  our  educational  standing  during  the  past  year,  I 
beg  to  assure  you  that  we  were  well  provided  for.  The  fact  that  six 
teachers  of  Class  A  were  employed,  abundantly  verifies  this  statement. 

So  far  as  general  results  are  concerned,  I  may  say  that  I  am  myself 
a  disciple  of  Herbert  Spencer.  Every  one  has  a  hobby.  Mine  is  the 
three  R'.s.  A  high  school  education  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
'oi  ologoi  of  the  community,  but  for  the  oi  polloi,  something  of  a 
more  practical  character  would  be  more  serviceable.  I  believe  (1/ 
every  child  in  the  county  should  receive  such  an  education  as  will  tit 
him  for  that  rank  and  position  in  life  to  which  he  is  adapted ;  (2),  our 
schools  should  give  every  child  that  kind  and  degree  of  training 
which  his  abilities  and  environments  demand  ;  and  (3),  training 
required  should  recognize  the  triune  nature  of  the  child,  viz :  his 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  nature.  Physically,  he  should  be 
trained  to  the  performance  of  such  physical  labour  as  may  be  required 
of  him  when  he  assumes  the  toga  virilia.  Intellectually,  his  natural 
inclination  should  be  consulted  and  his  studies  adapted  to  the 
natural  trend  of  his  mind,  and  morally,  his  individual  accountability 
for  every  thought,  word  and  action  should  be  constantly  impressed 
upon  him. 
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Every  youth  in  the  land  should  be  taught  how  to  harness  a  horse 
and  drive  a  carriage,  how  to  row  and  manage  a  boat,  how  to  swim 
and  resuscitate  a  person  apparently  drowned,  and  how  to  conduct 
himself  generally  in  any  emergency. 

I  beg  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  success  in  raising  the  standard 
of  the  teaching  profession  throughout  the  Province,  and  in  engrafting 
the  syllabus  of  examination  upon  the  lines  of  the  prescribed  course 
of  study.  Had  this  policy  been  adopted  years  ago,  there  would  not 
have  been  so  many  failures  at  the  recent  examination  of  teachers 
within  this  district.  It  was  also  a  happy  thought  to  have  the  age 
limit  of  the  candidates  for  classi6cation  in  scholarship  annulled  and 
to  have  the  limitation  of  fees  confined  to  candidates  for  the  Minimum 
Professional  Qualification  Examination. 

Early  in  July  two  of  our  most  promising  teachers  were  called  to 
their  long  homes — James  D.  Gillis  and  John  L.  McKinnon.  Mr. 
Gillis  in  addition  to  his  regular  professional  duties  was  one  of  the 
Government  Land  Surveyors  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  McKinnon 
was  a  student  of  high  promise.  Both  taught  in  the  section  in  which 
I  reside,  and  I  knew  them  intimately.  I  never  knew  young  men  who 
were  actuated  with  higher  conceptions  of  rectitude  or  moral  purity. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  express  my  high  regaad  for  you 
personally  and  professionally,  and  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for 
your  courtesy  and  forbearance  during  my  oflScial  intercourse  with  you 
in  the  education  office. 

I  am  dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  Y.  GUNN. 

To  A.  H.  MacKav,  Esq.,  LL.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND   SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

W.  E.  Maclellan,  Ll.  B.,  Inspector, 

Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  my  inspectorate  for  the 
year  ending  July  31st,  1893. 

During  the  said  year  or  nine  months  term,  167  schools  were  in 
operation  in  the  county  of  Pictou  and  75  in  the  district  of  South 
Colchester. 
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In  Fictou  county  five  sections,  namely:  Mount  Adam,  Green's 
Valley,  Mcintosh  Mills,  Eraser's  Mountains  and  Carriboo  Island,  were 
without  school  throughout  the  period  mentioned.  The  three  first 
named  are  weak  sections  with  but  few  pupils ;  and  in  the  past  have 
usually  only  maintained  school  in  the  summer  term.  Hereafter  they 
will  probably  adapt  themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things,  and  keep 
their  schools  open,  as  heretofore,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
year.  Eraser's  Mountain  is  permanently  disorganized  and  might  as 
well  be  struck  ofif  the  list  of  South  Pictou  sections.  It  has  had  no 
school  for  years,  its  pupils  being  within  easy  reach  of  other  schools. 
Carriboo  Island  has  been  without  school  since  1889.  There  are  very 
few  children  of  school  age  in  the  section.  The  last  term  in  which  its 
school  was  open  the  average  attendance  was  between  two  and  three. 

In  South  Colchester  four  sections  were  without  school,  namely : — 
Kemptown,  Springmont,  Green's  Creek  and  South  vale.  The  two 
former  have  long  been  disorganized,  mainly  from  lack  of  school 
children.  Southvale  had  its  school  house  burnt  over  a  year  ago  and 
has  not  yet  re-built.  A  good  many  of  its  children  ^re  attending 
Meadowv^le  school.  It  would  be  better  for  both  if  these  two  sections 
could  be  united.  Green's  Creek  is  a  weak  section,  but  much  more 
able  than  it  would  seem  to  be  willing  to  maintain  school. 

The  new  and  lengthened  school  term  has  operated  to  the 
disadvantage  of  a  number  of  poorer  sections,  which  have  heretofore 
been  in  the  habit  of  maintaining  school  only  in  summer.  In  several 
cases  in  my  district  such  sections  have  buildings  fit  only  for  occupa- 
tion during  the  warmer  weather,  no  provision  having  been  made  for 
winter  work,  because,  owing  to  scattered  settlement,  there  would  be 
no  attendance  of  pupils  at  that  season.  Such  sections  have 
experienced,  and  are  likely  to  experience,  considerable  difficulty  in 
finding  teachers  willing  to  engage  for  the  three  first  and  three  last 
months  of  the  new  school  year. 

During  the  year  two  school  houses  have  been  built.  The  Camden, 
South  Colchester,  building  was  destroyed  towards  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter,  the  East  Erench  River,  South  Pictou,  building  at  the  close 
of  the  third  quarter.  The  fire  in  the  latter  case  was  undoubtedly  of 
incendiary  origin.  You  are  aware  of  the  dispute  concerning  the 
school  house  site  which  has  been  going  on  for  years  at  Erench  River. 
You  are  also  aware  of  the  settlement  efiected  last  winter  and  the 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  parties,  to  the  effect  that  the  late 
school  house  should  be  accepted  and  used  for  school  purposes  **  so  long 
as  fit  for  occupation."  Although  only  a  year  old,  it  has  been 
effectually  unfitted  for  occupation  by  means  of  petroleum  'and 
matches. 

Both  the  Camden  and  Erench  River  registers  were  destroyed  with 
the  buildings ;  so  the  statistics  furnished  by  these  sections  are  mainly 
estimated. 

Another  unfortunate  event  of  the  year  in  my  district  was  the  loss, 
by  drowning,    of    Mr.    James   McGregor,    teacher    at    Big   Island/ 
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Merigotnish.  As  no  cue  was  with  Mr.  McGregor  at  the  time  of  his 
falling  into  the  water,  and  as  his  body  was  not  recovered  for  several 
months,  a  doubt  of  his  death  was  entertained  for  a  time  by  his  family 
and  friends ;  consequently  no  teacher  was  engaged  by  the  section  to 
complete  the  school  term.  The  return  from  Big  Island  is  therefore 
unattested ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  was  made  out  at  my  request  by  Mr. 
Fred.  W.  Mitchell,  a  Class  B  teacher  employed  at  Merigomish,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  its  strict  accuracy. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for 
South  Pictou,  in  May  last,  a  new  section  was  laid  off  at  Ferrona  and 
Eureka  in  the  county  of  Pictou.  The  action  of  the  Board  was 
subsequently  ratified  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
section  duly  established.  It  has  since  been  organized,  and  is  now 
preparing  to  erect  a  substantial  school-house  with  rooms  for  the  two 
departments,  which  will  be  required  as  soon  as  they  can  be  provided. 

Hopewell  Section  has  been  somewhat  weakened  through  the 
estblishment  of  the  new  section  at  Ferrona ;  and  Riverton  has  been 
left  with  a  mere  handful  of  pupils.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
latter  section  was  not  at  once  divided  up  among  adjoining  sections. 
Upper  Hopewell,  also,  might  well  have  been  dismembered  in  favour 
of  Hopewell  and  Lome. 

Camden  has  about  completed  a  new  building  to  replace  the  burnt 
one.  This  is  the  only  new  school-house  erected  iu  my  district  since 
the  date  of  my  last  report.  A  number  of  sections,  however,  have 
arranged  to  thoroughly  repair  and  re-furnish  their  buildings  during 
the  summer  holidays,  having  the  work  completed  in  time  for  the 
re-opening  of  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

In  addition  to  the  new  school-house  to  be  put  up  at  Ferrona,  New 
Glasgow  has  voted  $25,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school 
building,  which,  when  completed,  will  probably  be  one  of  the  hand- 
somest of  its  kind  in  the  Province.  Westville,  also,  is  preparing  to 
put  up  a  new  two-roomed  building  to  accommodate  its  ever  increasing 
school  population. 

A  petition  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  school  section  at  East 
River,  St.  Mary's,  was  again  presented  to  the  Board  of  School  Com- 
missioners for  South  Pictou  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  and  was  once 
more  negatived. 

Alma  School  Section,  in  the  district  of  South  Colchester,  appeared 
a  second  time  before  the  annual  meeting  of  Commissioners  at  Truro 
with  a  petition  for  the  division  of  the  section  into  two  parts.  The 
petitioners  having  failed,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  to  give  legal  notice 
in  the  section  of  their  intended  application,  the  Board  was  unable  to 
consider  the  matter.  It  is  probable  that  the  petition  will  again  be 
brought  forward,  although  the  whole  section  has  only  an  annual 
enrollment  of  54  and  a  total  valuation  of  $19,740.    One  of  the  pro- 
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posed  uew  sections  would  have  some  twenty  pupils  in  all,  and  a 
valuation  of  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars.  The  inclination  of  the 
people  seems  to  be  to  increase  rather  than  to  lessen  the  number  of 
schools.  Alma  Section  is  badly  in  need  of  a  new  school-house ;  but 
the  building  of  it  is  being  delayed  as  long  as  possible  in  the  hope  that 
the  privilege  may  be  obtained  of  putting  up  two  instead  of  one. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  the  school  sections  in  my  district, 
with  the  exception  of  Fictou  Island,  and  inspected  all  the  schools 
open  at  the  time  of  my  rounds.  School  work  has  been  proceeding 
along  the  usual  lines.  I  think  I  can  note  soma  improvement  in  the 
methods  of  teaching  geography  and  language.  Arithmetic  is  a  poorly 
taught  subject  in  many  schools.  The  great  defect  in  the  schools 
generally  is  the  too  slavish  adherence  to  text  books.  Many  teachers 
seem  to  think  that  their  sole  function  is  to  listen  to  home-prepared 
"  recitations/'  The  directions  given  in  the  new  registers  ought  to  do 
much  to  correct  this  most  harmful  idea,  if  only  teachers  can  be 
induced  to  study  and  practise  them.  But  a  great  deal  of  time  would 
seem  to  be  required  to  effect  any  material  change  in  traditional 
methods  of  teaching.  I  believe  that  if  the  Educational  Department 
were  to  issue  a  brief  manual  to  teachers,  containing  simple  and  precise 
directions  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  various  subjects  in  the  prescribed 
course  of  study  should  be  taught,  improvement  might  be  enected  in  a 
comparatively  short  time.  The  official  character  of  such  a  publication 
would  secure  for  it  prompt  and  careful  attention,  and  it  would  provide 
inspectors  with  a  means  of  enforcing  their  directions. 

The  statistical  tables  herewith  furnished  you  will  afford  detailed 
infoimation  concerning  educational  work  in  my  inspectoral  district. 
I  am  sorry  to  be  forced  to  say  that  the  returns  from  which  these 
tables  have  been  compiled  are  by  far  the  worst  that  have  ever  been 
sent  me.  The  new  forms  of  return  would  seem  to  have  overturned 
the  reason  of  not  a  few  of  those  who  undertook  to  fill  them  out. 
That  at  leiist  would  be  a  charitable  assumption  since  affidavits  were 
duly  made  to  the  correctness  of  a  good  many  which  displayed 
unmistakable  marks  of  worse  than  ordinary  carelessness.  I  had  to 
send  a  number  back  to  be  re- written,  still  more  should  have  gone,  and 
would,  but  for  the  difficulty  of  finding  teachers  when  once  their 
engagement  in  a  section  has  terminated.  One  teacher,  the  holder  of 
a  Class  C  license,  gravely  asserted  that  the  school  over  which  she 
presided  had  "  534|  ''*  pupils  "  on  register  at  end  of  first  quarter," 
that  her  average  daily  attendance  out  of  that  number  was  "  9.7  '*  and 
that  the  per  centage  of  attendance  during  the  quarter  was  "46.8." 
She  further  alleged  that  she  had  ''  728  "  on  register  at  end  of  second 
quarter  and  "  671 "  at  end  of  third  quarter.  Then  to  clear  up  these 
little  complications  she  went  on  to  state  that  the  "  number  of  children 
in  the  section  from  5  to  15  years  of  age"  was  *'7,"  and  that  the 
''  number  of  those  who  had  not  attended  school  at  all  during  the  year  " 
was  "  7."  The  whole  of  this  return  was  of  a  piece  with  the  foregoing 
quotations.  It  is  unnessary  to  say  that  none  of  the  others  came  quite 
up  to  this  standard  of  absurdity,  but  some  were  bot  far  behind. 
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The  *' estimates  "  of  the  value  of  school  property,  &c.,  you  will  find 
very  far  from  even  approximate  correctness  in  many  cases. 

The  "  time  table  "  is  in  large  part  mere  guess  work — the  guessing 
frequently  of  the  wildest  character.  Teachers,  generally,  complain 
seriously  of  this  table,  alleging  that  they  cannot  conscientiously 
apportion  their  time  in  the  minute  and  exact  manner  required.  In 
miscellaneous  schools,  particularly,  the  oral  subjects,  and  not  a  few 
others,  are  taught  just  as  occasion  arises,  and  often  in  connection 
with  other  subjects.  It  is  then  difficult  in  the  extreme,  if  not 
impassible  to  give  anything  approaching  an  accurate  account  of  the 
time  devoted  to  them.  In  miscellaneous  schools,  too,  the  teacher  is 
frequently  occupied  with  two  classes  in  different  subjects  at  the  same 
time.  Then  there  is  the  further  element  of  the  uncertainty  in  the 
varying  size  of  classes  from  day  to  day  and  quarter  to  quarter.  Such 
are  some  of  the  objections  of  honest  and  capable  teachers  to  the  time 
table  of  the  return. 

The  one  year  term  is,  I  believe,  affording  general  satisfaction. 
The  prevention  of  the  former  system  of  half  yearly  changes  of 
teachers,  prevailing  in  so  many  sections,  cannot  but  prove  highly 
beneficial.  An  improvement  seems  to  have  been  effected  already  in 
the  matter  of  regularity  of  school  attendance  9n  the  part  of  pupils. 
Formerly  the  attendance  began  to  fall  off*  rapidly  towards  the  end  of 
each  term  as  well  as  at  the  approach  of  the  summer  holidays.  The 
autumn  break  up  ot  the  schools  will  certainly  be  prevented  to  a  large 
extent  for  the  future.  Many  of  the  larger  pupils  will  yet,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  in  the  countrj'  districts,  leave  school  about  the  first  of  April ; 
but  as  younger  pupils  will  then  be  beginning  to  come  in,  the  schools 
will  not  wear  their  former  deserted  and  disheartening  appearance  at 
that  season. 

The  only  complaint  I  have  heard  respecting  the  new  school  year 
in  the  countrv  districts  is  its  too  great  length.  The  children  grow 
weary  of  so  long  a  period  of  steady  attendance,  and  manifest  an 
almost  irresistible  inclination  to  withdraw  from  school  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  I  found  a  number  of  schools  almost  deserted  in  July 
last,  and  one  or  two  closed  entirely  for  want  of  pupils.  Many  parents 
maintain  that  their  children  should  have  a  longer  period  out  of  the 
year  for  home  work  and  home  training.  I  believe  it  would  be  found, 
were  a  nine  months'  term  made  optional,  that  a  large  majority  of 
sections  would  avail  themselves  of  it. 

The  question  of  payment  for  School  Commissioners  came  up  again 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Boards  of  South  Pictou  and  South 
Colchester.  It  is  the  opinion  of  both  Boards,  that  an  allowance  of  at 
least  two  dollars  per  day  should  be  made  to  members  in  actual 
attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Boards,  or  when  engaged  in  special 
committee  work — this  sum  to  be  deducted  from  the  County  Fund. 
If  a  regulation  giving  effect  to  this  suggestion  were  to  be  enacted  it 
would  no  doubt  have  its  effect  of  increasing  the  attendance  at  Com- 
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missioiiera'  mectiiif^s — something  much  to  be  desired.  I  have  been 
requested  to  lay  this  matter  befoi^  you  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instrnction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  MACLELLAN. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq,,  Ll.  D., 

Svj>eTintendent  of  EducaOon. 


DISTRICT  No.  10.— CUMBERLAND  AND  N.  COLCHESTER. 

Inglis  C,  Craio,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

This  district  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  four  boardn  of 
Commissioners,  representing  Cumberland  (proper),  Parraboro,  Sterling, 

and  West  Colchester. 

The  following  information  relative  to  each  of  the  four  districts  la 
gathered  from  the  statistical  tables  forwarded  herewith : 
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The  entire  cost  of  educating  10,961  pupils  for  the  school  year  of  nine 
months  was  S62,l 67.40  or $5.67  per  pupil,  or  at  the  rate  of  $7.56  fora 
full  school  year'. 

There  are  7  graded  schools  in  Cumberland ;  5  in  Parrsboro ;  1  in 
Sterling  and  G  in  West  Colchester.  Of  these,  Springhill,  Parraboro 
and  Acadia  Mines  exe  the  largest,  The  former  two  enjoyed  the  High 
School  grant  during  the  past  year.  W,  W.  Torey,  Principal  at  Spring- 
hill,  eatablished  bia  claim  by  paasing  at  the  government  examination 
in  July,  the  number  of  pupils  required  by  the  department.  Thia 
endorsement  of  my  recommendation  gives  me  pleasure. 

Thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  this  district  are  graduates 
of  the  Normal  School,  and  18  per  cent,  are  in  the  public  service  for 
the  first  time. 
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Five  and  one  half  per  cent,  of  the  entire  enrolment  are  classed  as 
high  school  pupils. 

1  have  made  these  notes  relative  to  the  condition  of  houses,  appa- 
ratus and  school  grounds. 

Cumberland  Proper. 

Stake  Road,  No.  4. — This  section  has  a  very  poor  house.  The 
trustees  give  the  Board  assurance  that  it  will  be  replaced  by  another 
one  at  an  early  date. 

Six  Mile  Road,  No.  9. — The  school  house  here  was  in  a  wretched 
condition.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioners  it  has  been  com- 
pletely remodelled. 

The  school  rooms  in  Middleboro  No.  11,  Mapleton  63;  Pugwash 
River  East  23;  Wallace  Bay  10;  Lower  Wentworth  12,  and  Joggin 
Mines  51,  were  condemned  at  the  Board's  regular  meeting  in  May,  as 
unlit  for  school  purposes.  In  most  instances  where  contiemnation  was  a 
necessity  the  sections  were  only  awaiting  the  will  of  the  School  Board, 
and  have  very  promptly  taken  steps  to  build  anew.  From  the  minutes 
of  a  special  meeting  held  at  the  Joggins,  I  learn  that  $3000  has  been 
voted  to  build  a  house  of  four  departments. 

Wallace  8. — The  advanced  department  has  been  reseated  with 
modern  furniture. 

Northport  36. — An  extension  was  made  to  the  school  house  here  to 
accommodate  the  increased  attendance  more  comfortably. 

Amherst  Academy. — This  is  now  being  occupied  for  the  first  time, 
and  every  parent  feels  that  here  his  children  cannot  have  a  better 
home  than  in  these  elegantly  furnished  appartments.  The  heating 
and  ventilating  by  the  new  system,  Fuller  and  Warners,  are  all  that 
can  be  desired. 

Principal  Lay  is  indefatigable  in  making  in  every  way  the  Academy 
worthy  the  peoples*  sacrifice  and  pride.  An  elegant  piano  has  been 
placed  in  the  assembly  hall,  and  has  been  paid  for  by  his  exertions.  A 
series  of  exhibitions,  concerts  and  lectures  are  contemplated  early  in 
the  autumn  as  a  means  to  raise  funds  for  further  furnishings  and 
apparatus. 

Nappan  44,  has  been  the  subject  of  much  attention  during  the  past 
year.  The  house  was  condemned  in  1862,  as  well  as  the  site.  As  soon 
as  it  was  learned  that  a  new  house  was  to  be  built  two  seceding 
elements  arose  asking  for  the  tripartite  division  of  the  section.  Their 
petition  was  granted  by  the  Commissioners,  but  not  without  strong  and 
centralized  opposition.  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  not  finding 
sufficient  reason  to  endorse  the  Boards's  recommendation  deferred 
the  ratification.    Meanwhile  at  the  regular  annual  meeting  in  June, 
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the  whol^  matter  was  amicably  settled,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all 
opposition  to  a  central  and  graded  system  will  pass  away.  A  beautiful 
site  has  been  selected  for  the  new  house,  which  will  have  two  depart- 
ments. 

In  Oxford  79.  and  Springhill  108,  a  department  has  been  added  in 
each. 

At  Greenville  86,  the  attendance  is  so  great  that  another  depart- 
ment is  needed  at  once. 

Clifton  107.  This  section  has  taken  first  place  among  the  rural 
sections  in  erecting  the  neatest,  most  thoroughly  built  and  elegantly 
furnished  room  in  this  district.  I  commend  it  as  a  model  to  other 
sections  of  the  county  intending  to  build.  Cost,  furnished,  $561. 
Property  in  section,  $15,000. 

Greenville  Station  113.  The  house  in  this  locality  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  February.  Ashes  had  been  left  in  a  barrel  near  the  entry, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  teacher,  set  the  house  on  fire.  Another 
house  at  Truro  Road,  Sterling,  was  also  burned.  This  is  ascribed  to 
an  incendiary  when  the  house  was  being  moved  to  a  more  convenient 
site.  l!  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  party  or  parties  to  the  act  should 
go  unpunished.  The  province  over,  this  is  the  common  revenge  for 
imaginary  grievances  relative  to  public  school  property.  Undoubt- 
edly, if  a  detective  had  been  ^iven  this  case,  an  example  could  have 
been  made  of  a  dangerous  citizen. 

In  section  120,  West  Chester  Valley,  the  generosity  of  Councillor 
Halliday  will  not  be  forgotten  soon  on  account  of  the  gift  of  $100 
toward  the  liquidation  of  debt  on  the  neat  little  school  room  receiitly 
built  in  this  locality. 

Parrsboro'  District. 

Many  improvements  have  been  projected  for  the  comming  year  in 
this  part  of  Cumberland.  Farrsboro'  Town  has  had  several  meetings 
for  the  puurpose  of  getting  an  opinion  from  the  public  relative  to 
new  and  more  modem  school  accommodation.  Nothing  tangible  has 
yet  been  done. 

Fox  River  9.  A  new  house  is  being  built  here  as  well  as  in 
Salem  16. 

Cape  D'or  18.  This  large  miscellaneous  school  has  been  divided 
into  two  departments. 

Sterling. 

The  division  of  Tarbet  No.  9,  was  asked  this  Board  and  granted, 
but  subsequently  finding  the  procedure  of  applicants  irregular  the 
C.  P.  I.  did  not  ratify  the  division. 
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The  Falls  23.  A  new  house  is  being  built  in  this  scctfon  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Waugh's  River  from  the  old  house.  This  was  the 
best  site  in  the  immediate  locality.  Much  opposition  arose  in  this 
section  to  the  Commissioners'  decision. 

The  School  House  at  Mill  Brook  No.  10  has  been  condemned. 

West  Colchester. 

For  the  past  two  years  it  has  been  difficult  in  this  district  of  Com- 
missioners to  get  sufficient  members  of  the  board  together  to  do  the 
public  business.  There  is  immediate  need  of  an  increased  member- 
ship to  this  board. 

Portaupique   9.     On   the    solicitation   of  the    Board   this   section 

Eurchased  a  large  area  for  a  school  ground  and  removed  the  school 
ouse  to  the  rear  of  it. 

Masstown  20.  Here  the  trustees  have,  with  very  pleasing  etiect, 
re-modelled  and  painted  the  interior  of  their  house. 

At  Folly,  22,  the  deaths  of  Misses  Jean  MacDonald  and  Mary 
Layton,  two  estimable  teachers,  was  a  great  shock  to  tbis  community. 
The  sad  coincidence  of  their  demise  within  a  few  days  of  each  other, 
after  being  associated  in  the  same  school  was  remarkable. 

Returns. 

I  regret  the  carping  tone  that  pervades  my  reports,  but  the  com- 
pilation of  the  annual  returns  gives  another  opportunity  to  complain. 
The  numerous  blunders  and  untidy  registers  and  returns  mark  the 
teacher.  When  forty  per  cent,  of  the  returns  have  to  be  sent  back  for 
the  correction  of  time  table  alone  there  is  but  one  inference  to  be  drawn : 
that  these  teachers  have  no  methodical  plans,  no  time  set  for  any 
particular  work,  but  allow  one  recitation  or  lesson  to  crowd  upon 
another's  heels  until  the  weary  day  is  over.  I  cannot  but  commend 
the  time  table  of  the  annual  return  for  it  has  discovered  a  serious  defect 
in  too  many  schools — a  go-as-you-please-style.  How  many  teachers 
give  the  proper  time  to  each  subject  which  its  relative  importance 
demands  ?  Hereafter  in  this  district  I  shall  believe  it  is  my  duty  to 
know. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  this  suggestion  in  the  plan  of  the  Superinten- 
dent's sheets ;  instead  of  returning  the  names  of  the  trustees  of  each 
section  let  the  name  of  the  secretary  be  given  in  stead  of  or  in 
addition  to  them.  The  names  of  the  trustees  are  not  any  protection 
to  the  County  Treasurer,  as  all  the  business  of  the  section  is  done  in 
the  secretary's  name.  This  change  would  save  these  county  officers 
much  unnecessary  trouble  and  also  protect  them  from  imposture. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

INGLIS  C.  CRAIG, 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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APPENDIX    C. 


Keport  of  the  Board  of  School  Gonnnissioners 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF   HALIFAX, 

YEAR  ENDED,  JULY  31st.  1893. 


I. 

CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 


Office  of  School  Commissioners, 

Halifax,  Oct.,  1893. 
A..  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir,— 

For  the  information  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Schools  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

The  members  of  the  Board  have  been  most  assiduous  in  their 
duties,  and  have  given  strict  attention  to  maintaining  the  efficiency  of 
the  schools  without  permitting  any  unavoidable  increase  of  an  expen- 
diture already  found  burdensome,  and  have  practised  the  utmost 
econom;^  consistent  with  efficiency. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  my  predecessors  that  too  many 
subjects  are  taught  in  the  Academy,  pupils  studying  for  professions 
might  go  to  the  colleges,  but  those  intending  to  follow  a  commercial 
career  would  be  more  benefited  by  a  course  at  a  commercial  college. 
In  pursuance  of  the  same  principle  the  boy  who  intends  to  follow 
any  mechanical  pursuit  will  find  himself  placed  at  a  disadvantage  if 
he  too  long  delay  an  acquaiutance  with  its  practical  details. 

The  Supervisor  and  teachers  are  now  at  work  improving  the 
system  of  writing.  In  the  near  future,  it  is  hoped  our  schools  will 
produce  better  results  than  formerly. 

The  lease  of  St.  Patrick's  boys  school  having  exnired  it  has  been 
re-leased  on  the  agreement  that  the  owners  keep  the  building  in 
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repair.  I  trust  that  when  other  leases  lapse  the  properties  may  be 
re-leased  in  the  same  way,  and  also  that  insurance  be  paid  by  the 
owners.  I  believe  it  will  save  friction,  expedite  the  business  of  the 
Board  meetings,  and  perpetuate  friendship. 

The  Board  has  bought  a  lot  of  land  in  the  north  suburbs  extending 
through  from  Young  street  to  Kaye  street,  on  which  they  are  erecting 
a  school  house  of  eight  departments  so  planned  as  to  admit  of 
enlargement  when  required.  It  is  expected  to  be  finished  about  the 
first  of  March,  and  will  accommodate  the  children  now  attending  the 
rented  buildings  on  Campbell  road  and  Gottingen  street. 

The  attendance  at  Compton  Avenue  and  Bloomfield  Schools  having 
outgrown  their  accommodation,  the  Board,  some  time  ago  found  it 
necessary  to  hire  outside  rooms.  The  attendance  still  increasing,  the 
Board  thought  it  advisable  to  complete  Compton  Avenue  building  as 
originally  planned,  making  it  an  eight  department  school.  It  is  now 
nearly  completed,  and  the  two  rented  rooms  on  Robie  and  Agricola 
streets  can  then  be  vacated. 

'  During  the  present  year  we  have  lost  the  services  of  Mrs.  Harriman 
who  for  two  years  very  ably  conducted  the  Kindergarten  department. 
She  was  called  to  a  higher  and  more  lucrative  position  in  Rhode 
Island.  One  of  her  pupils,  Miss  Ackhurst,  is  now  in  charge  and  is 
doing  satisfactory  work. 

The  Board  has  also  lost  the  services  of  Mr.  Lee  Russell  in  the 
Manual  Training  Department,  and  as  you  know,  he  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Provincial  Government  to  inaugurate  a  similar  work 
in  connection  with  the  Normal  School  at  Truro.  His  work  here  is 
being  carried  on  by  Mr.  N.  H.  Gardner,  a  practical  man  who  received 
technical  training  from  Mr.  Rufisell. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  was  called  upon  to  lament  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  most  faithful  teachers,  Mias  Waddell,  of  Morris  Street 
School,  who  died  suddenly  last  Christmas.  For  many  years  she 
served  the  Board  with  success,  and  was  a  living  example  of  the 
virtues  which  she  strove  to  inculcate  in  her  school.  She  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Moseley,  who  for  several  terms  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  teachers  of  Dartmouth. 

The  Secretary's  books  show  that  the  expenditure  for  the  12 
months  ending,  October,  1893,  is  about  $4000  less  than  for  the  12 
months  ending,  October,  1892. 

The  Board  is  fortunate  in  having  two  such  able  officers  as  Mr.  A. 
McKay,  the  Supervisor,  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson  the  Secretary,  the  latter 
of  whom  puts  about  fifteen  months  work  in  a  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  SYMONS, 

Chah^man. 
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II. 

Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Halifax  Public  Schools, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED   31st  JULY, 

1893, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  School  Commis&Umera 
for  the  City  of  Halifax  : 

Gentlemen, — I  have    the    honor    to    submit    to    you    herewith 
statistical  tables  relatin^^  to  the  Halifax  schools  for  the  school  period  ' 
from  November  1st,  1892,  to  July  3lst,  1893. 

On  account  of  certain  changes  in  the  Provincial  school  law,  this 
period  covers  only  34  weeks  instead  of  43  weeks  as  formerly.  It  will 
therefore  be  impossible  to  institute  accurate  comparisons  with  other 
Years. 

A  few  figures,  however,  will  be  of  some  interest.  There  were 
enrolled  on  the  school  registers  for  the  period  named  7,133  pupils. 
As  the  tables  giving  this  result  were  compiled  on  a  different  principle 
from  former  tables,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  whether  or  not  there 
has  been  the  decrease  that  these  figures  seem  to  indicate.  The  grand 
total  days*  attendance  was  738,270.  Allowing  for  difference  of 
teaching  days  it  would  have  been  94C,04G,  or  12,000  days  less  than 
last  year. 

The  average  of  quarterly  per  centages  is  70.C ;  the  corresponding 
number  for  last  year  being  a  fraction  less. 

There  having  been  129  departments  open,  with  a  total  of  7,133 
pupils,  it  is  manifest  that  each  t.eacher  had,  on  an  average,  55  pupils 
enrolled.  This  is  a  large  number  for  each  teacher — a  larger  average 
number  than  other  cities  place  in  each  department. 

Each  teacher  in  Portlnnd,  Maine,  cares  for  38  pupils;  in  Springfield,. 
Mass.,  for  43  pupils;  inWorcester  and  St.  John,  for  47  pupils;  in 
Boston,  for  50  pupils;  but  in  Halifax  each  teacher  has  to  educate  55 
pupils  on  an  average. 

In  the  higher  departments  the  principals  seldom  take  so  many; 
with  their  other  duties  and  the  number  of  subjects  they  have  to  teach 
in  the  higher  grades,  it  is  only  by  the  closest  attention  to  their  work 
that  they  are  enabled  to  hold  their  own  in  the  severe  competition 
^  hich  takes  place  every  year  for  entrance  into  the  High  Schools. 
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If  schools  are  well  graded,  the  school  rooms  well  furnished  and 
adapted  for  the  work,  and  the  pupils  well  supplied  with  suitable  text 
books,  a  good  teacher  can  teach  a  largo  number  of  pupils  satisfac- 
torily. But  when  we  have  already  so  far  exceeded  other  cities  in  this 
kind  of  economy  we  should  be  careful  not  to  go  too  far  for  the  sake 
of  breaking  the  record. 

Every  pupil  differs  from  every  other  pupil  in  some  respects,  and 
therefore  every  pupil  requires  some  individual  attention,  which  he 
cannot  have  if  there  are  too  many. 

The  tables  show  that  there  arc  2,700  pupils  who  attended  less  than 
100  days  out  of  167  teaching  days  since  November  1st,  1892.  This 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  at  least  one-third  of  those  attendinor 
school  will  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory 
school  Act,  which  requires  a  minimum  attendance  of  120  days  out  of 
215. 

If  we  consider  the  loss  implied  by  this  want  of  regularity  it  will  be 
seen  to  be  very  serious. 

1.  The  irregular  pupil  is  unable  to  get  the  benefit  even  of  the  days 
when  he  is  present.  The  continuity  of  his  studies  is  broken.  On 
the  day  when  he  is  absent  he  misses  important  explanations  necessary 
to  the  clear  understanding  of  the  problems  of  the  day  when  he  is 
present.  He  loses  interest  in  his  work.  And  perhaps  worse  than  all 
he  develops  unsystematic  habits  in  all  his  business  relations. 

2.  The  punctual  pupil  also  suffers  loss.  He  gets  into  idle  habits 
by  being  obliged  to  wait  in  his  work  for  the  teacher  while  repeating 
explanations  which  are  necessary  to  carry  along  the  irregular  pupils. 
It  is  a  large  task  to  investigate  the  causes  of  so  much  irregularity, 
but  it  should  be  done  if  we  are  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  teaching  done 
in  the  schooh»,  and  if  the  pupils  are  to  hold  the  compulsory  attendance 
law  in  due  respect. 

Our  tables  for  this  year  show  the  number  of  minutes  devoted  each 
week  to  the  various  studies  prescribed  for  the  common  and  high 
school  courses. 

Here  are  the  most  important : 

Arithmetic,  310  minutes  per  w^eck  ;  reading,  250  ;  writing,  121  ; 
spelling,  112  ;  composition  and  grammar,  100 ;  geo^i^raphy,  80  ;  history, 
80 ;  object  lessons,  52  ;  music,  52  ;  drawing,  05. 

The  judgment  shown  by  the  teachers  in  regard  to  the  division  of 
their  time  to  the  several  subjects  according  to  their  relative  importance 
will  be  approved  by  most  educationists. 

For  arithmetic  a  full  hour  each  day  is  certainly  needed,  at  least 
until  we  can  discover  or  act  upon   better  methods  of  teaching  it. 
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For  reading,  an  hour*  each  day  is  perhaps  too  little,  bat  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  connection  with  the  composition,  geography, 
grammar,  etc.,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  practice  in  reading. 
To  the  training  of  the  hand  for  using  the  pen  and  pencil  with  facility 
there  is  devoted  specially  three  hours  each  week,  besides  more  than 
twice  as  much  more  time  in  the  writing  exercises,  which,  if  carefully 
executed,  are  as  good  training  as  the  special  writing  lessons. 

From  this  statement  it  is  plain  that  three  hours  out  of  every  five 
are  devoted  solely  to  the  three  R's,  while  indirectly  one  of  the 
remaining  hours  is  likewise  subsidiary  to  them. 

The  most  ardent  advocates  of  these  fundamental  branches  can 
scarcely  fail  to  be  satisfied  with  this  showing. 

Manual  training  (including  sewing  under  the  term),  is  reported 
from  41  departments  as  occupying  about  83  minutes  per  week. 

Review  of  the  last  ten  Years. 

In  my  former  reports  I  devoted  much  attention  to  those  educational 
principles  which  should  guide  us  in  the  management  of  the  schools, 
both  as  to  the  teachers'  work,  and  the  appliances  which  should  be 
placed  at  his  disposal. 

It  might  be  more  profitable  at  this  time  to  review  the  work  of  the 
past  ten  years — to  take  stock — to  see  what  progress  you  have  made 
and  in  what  direction.  Then  you  will  be  better  able  to  shape  your 
course  for  the  future. 

In  the  first  place  we  naturally  think  of  the  teacher,  who  is  the  all- 
important  factor  in  any  system  of  education,  for  as  the  teacher,  so  is 
the  school.  We  find,  then,  that  during  the  ten  years  we  have  in  review 
there  have  been  many  changes  in  the  teaching  staff.  Of  the  101 
teachers  employed  in  1883,  fifty-three  have  left  us,  some  deceased, 
some  married  and  some  employed  in  more  remunerative  occupations ; 
several  of  them  were  among  our  most  faithful  teachers  and  we  will 
not  soon  forget  their  valuable  work.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  best  teachers  of  ten  years  ago  are  still 
with  us  and  still  at  their  best. 

Besides  the  changes  occasioned  by  the  retirement  of  the  53  teachers 
above  referred  to,  there  have  been  many  other  changes  of  teachers 
appointed  since  that  date — the  most  of  these  changes  arising  from  the 
fact  that  aspiring  young  men  have  been  making  teaching  a  stepping 
stone  to  the  other  professions. 

Of  those  appointed  since  1883,  I  find  that  26  rank  as  superior. 
Seven  of  them  have  since  retired.  There  have  been  on  the  average 
about  ten  appointments  each  year,  and  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
they  have  been  remarkably  free  from  nepotism  or  favoritism,  the 
appointments  being  made  simply  on  merit. 
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We  might,  perhaps,  have  had  somewhat  better  teachers  if  we  had 
in  most  cases  selected  the  best  from  the  whole  province  instead  of 
from  the  City  of  BLalifax.  But  if  we  had  done  so  we  would  have 
deprived  the  girls  of  our  schools  of  an  important  inspiration  to  work. 
Many  of  our  most  advanced  pupils  are  now  striving  to  become  worthy 
of  positions  as  teachers,  and  this  desire  acts  as  a  wholesome  stimulus 
to  good  work,  especially  in  the  higher  departments. 

Besides,  our  own  girls  living  in  their  own  homes,  can  afford  to  work 
at  a  smaller  salary,  and  thus  the  cost  of  the  schools  is  kept  down. 
Many  of  the  best  country  teachers  refuse  to  accept  the  salaries  we 
offer,  as  their  expenses  in  the  country  are  so  much  less  than  they 
would  be  in  the  city. 

One  thing  our  teachers  lack,  and  that  is  professional  training.  By 
professional  training  I  do  not  mean  courses  of  lectures  on  the  science, 
art  and  history  of  pedagogy,  but  an  apprenticeship  at  teaching, 
conducted  under  intelligent  supervision — such  an  apprenticeship  as  a 
doctor,  lawyer  or  machinist  must  serve  before  he  enters  into  the 
independent  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  experience  of  other  cities  would  serve  to  show  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  &sk  city  graduates  of  the  Academy  to  leave  their 
homes  to  prepare  for  their  work  as  teachers.  It  is  found  that  the 
most  useful  professional  training  is  that  secured  by  practice  in  the 
best  city  schools,  supplemented  by  the  timely  suggestions  of  superior 
teachers,  and  such  knowledge  of  theory  as  can  be  obtained  from 
educational  conferences  and  a  judicious  course  of  reading. 

Since  1884  such  training  schools  and  classes  have  been  established 
in  25  towns  of  Massachusetts. 

An  admirable  system  of  the  same  kind  has  been  connected  with 
the  Normal  School  in  Boston. 

Canadian  cities  are  moving  in  this  direction.  London,  Ont.,  is 
endeavoring  to  organize  such  a  school.  We  could  conduct  professional 
training  classes  without  any  additional  expense. 

School  Accommodation. 

In  1881  the  average  school  of  this  city  was  very  imperfect,  badly 
ventilated,  lighted  and  seated,  untidy,  with  defective  playgrounds  and 
latrines, — anything  in  fact  but  a  credit  to  our  school  system.  Com- 
pare, for  example,  the  two  cap-rooms  in  Morris  street  school,  in  which 
120  children  were  hived,  with  the  beautiful  class  rooms  to  which 
they  gave  place ;  the  low  ceilings  and  circumscribed  rooms  which 
aflForded  shelter  to  the  girls  of  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Patrick's,  with  the 
commodious  buildings  in  which  they  now  assemble;  the  barn-like 
structures  in  which  the  children  and  teachers  of  the  northwest  parts 
of  the  city  used  to  shiver  throughout  the  long  winter,  with  the  com- 
fortable quarters  which  all  but  a  few  of  them  now  occupy.     Consider 
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the  splendid  building  which  has  replaced  the  Tabernacle  school,  and 
the  improvements  made  in  the  internal  structure  of  the  Albro  street 
school,  the  extension  and  adornment  of  the  playgrounds,  the  intro- 
duction of  improved  furniture  into  a  majority  of  classrooms,  and  you 
will  be  astonished  at  the  transformation  effected  in  ten  years ;  pleased 
when  you  know  that  your  predecessors  as  well  as  yourselves  in 
making  these  changes  were  influenced  by  considerations  of  economy 
in  administering  the  school  funds,  as  well  as  by  considerations  of 
humanity  to  the  children  placed  under  your  charge  ;  proud  when  you 
reflect  that  Halifax  now  stands  behind  no  part  of  the  province  in 
respect  of  its  school  accommodation. 

Systematic  Development. 

As  stated  in  another  part  of  this  report,  the  teacher  is  looked  upon 
as  the  all-important  factor  in  our  school  system. 

If  the  schools  are  to  be  improved  it  must  be  done  by  increasing  the 
knowledge,  skill  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers.  An  esprit  de 
corps  must  be  created  among  them,  similar  to  that  which  exists 
among  the  members  of  other  professions.  This  can  best  be  done  by 
holding  teachers'  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  educational  questions, 
by  the  formation  of  teachers'  classes  for  the  i^tudy  of  special  subjects, 
by  attendance  at  educational  conventions  and  Summer  schools,  the 
study  of  educational  literature,  and  by  seeing  the  methods  used  by 
successful  teachers  in  the  arrangement  of  their  classes. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  in  1884, 1  was  instructed  to  organize 
teachers'  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  educational  questions,  for  the 
observation  of  improved  methods  of  teaching  and  for  the  formation 
of  a  professional  library.  It  was  made  a  part  of  each  teachers'  duty 
to  be  present  at  such  meetings.  The  first  meeting  was  held  on  the 
3rd  of  July,  1884,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  presding.  As  a  result 
of  such  general  meetings,  and  of  special  meetings  of  teachers,  with 
their  principals,  their  various  duties  were  defined,  time  tables  were 
drawn  up,  and  more  uniformity  was  secured. 

In  1885  nearly  all  the  teachers  took  a  course  of  lessons  in  freehand 
model  and  object  drawing  and  perspective  from  Mr.  James  of  the 
Academy. 

In  the  same  year  Halifax  Academy  was  reorganized  on  its  present 
basis  with  free  admission  to  all  qualified  pupils,  and  it  received  there- 
after the  maximum  government  grant  of  $1,720  annually. 

In  188G,  the  teachers,  at  their  meetings,  took  up  the  systematic 
study  of  Locke's  Thoughts  on  Education,  followed  by  Spencer's  Educa- 
tion, and  Sully's  Psychology. 

Aided  by  subscriptions  from  Commissioners  Roche,  Sweet,  Black- 
adar  and  Woodill,  they  started  a  professional  library,  which  has 
supplied  to  them  vi^luable  reading  in  the  line  of  their  work* 


108  HALIFAX   CITY  SCHOOts. 


For  1887,  we  have  to  record  our  first  efforts  to  found  school 
libraries.  The  movement  began  in  Summer  street  and  St.  Patrick's 
schools,  followed  by  the  Academy,  which  raised  $400.  Other  .schools 
followed  the  example,  so  that  now  we  have  19  school  libraries,  some 
of  them  of  course  rather  small. 

The  teachers'  meetings  were  well  sustained.  The  late  Dr.  Honey- 
man  lectured  on  local  Geology,  Dr.  Lawson  on  Botany,  and  Mr. 
Bowman  and  others  on  Mineralogy.  Similar  lectures  were  given  in 
other  years  by  Mr.  Kennedy  in  Chemistry,  and  by  Miss  Creighton  in 
Botany. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Science  held  at  Wolf- 
ville,  Halifax  teachers  numbered  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  attendance. 
At  other  sessions  we  did  even  better  than  that. 

In  1888,  the  Board  engaged  Sergt-Major  Bailey  to  draw  up  a 
system  of  calisthenic  drill  suited  to  our  schools,  and  to  instruct  our 
teachers  in  the  use  of  it. 

The  most  notable  of  our  educational  conventions  took  place  this 
year.  We  were  privileged  to  meet  Dr.  Fitch,  of  London,  Sir  Wm. 
Dawson  and  Dr.  Parker,  world-renowned  educationists.  Halifax  was 
always  well  represented  at  such  meetings. 

In  our  professional  development,  the  year  1889  is  characterized  by 
the  introduction  of  Tonic  Sol-fa  in  our  schools.  It  was  subsequently 
prescribed  for  the  schools  of  the  whole  province.  Seventy  teachers 
received  instruction  in  this  subject  from  Revd.  J.  Anderson,  A.M.,  and 
Miss  A.  F.  Ryan. 

But  I  would  weary  you  by  relating  all  that  the  teachers  did,  and 
are  doing,  toward  their  own  self-improvement — how  they  took  lessons 
on  elocution  from  Miss  McGarry,  lessons  in  drawing  at  the  Art 
School,  lessons  in  modern  lan^j^uages,  lessons  in  zoology  from  Dr. 
MacKay,  lessons  in  child  culture  from  Mrs.  IJarriman,  manual  training 
lessons  from  Prof.  Russell — all  for  the  sake  of  coming  up  to  your 
idea  of  what  a  good  teacher  should  be,  so  that  they  could  successfully 
pursue  in  their  schools  all  the  branches  demanded  by  the  prescribed 
course  of  .study  and  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times.  As  I  stated 
in  my  report  for  1888,  referring  to  their  attendance  at  the  Summer 
School  of  Science,  "  we  find  them  voluntarily  giving  up  a  large  part 
of  their  holidays,  studying  faithfully  in  advance  and  during  the 
sessions,  incurring,  besides,  large  expense  for  fees,  travelling,  board 
and  books — all  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils." 

Kindergarten. 

A  review  of  this  kind  would  be  incomplete  without  some  reference 
to  certain  other  reforms  which  were  pursued  to  a  successful  issue. 
Recognizing  that  development  of  the  spontaneous  and  pleasureable 
self -activity  of  the  child  is  the  correct  way  of  beginning  his  education, 
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you  established,  two  years  ago,  a  Kindergarten  Trainin^^  Department, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  it  a  lady  of  large  culture  and  special  quali- 
fications for  the  work.  You  have  now  several  teachers  who  have 
been  trained  under  her,  and  who,  having  been  selected  with  special 
reference  to  their  fitness  for  that  kind  of  work,  will  probably  develop 
superior  skill.  We  hope  that  they  are  just  inaugurating  the  time 
when  all  teachers  of  every  grade  will  be  animated  by  Kindergarten 
principles t — though  some  Kindergarten  practices  may  fall  into 
desuetude. 

Manual  Tkaining. 

I  will  a!so  refer  to  the  Manual  Training  School — an  institution 
which,  first  started  in  Halifax  as  an  experiment,  under  special 
encouragemt  from  the  government,  has  been  engrafted  on  the  Normal 
School  system. 

In  continuing  the  Manual  Training  School  as  a  part  of  our  school 
system,  you  enter  a  protest  against  that  education  which  does  all  for 
the  boy  looking  towards  a  profession,  but  which  largely  ignores  that 
training  which  begets  a  healthy  love  of  labor  and  developes  the 
preceptive,  inventive  and  executive  faculties.  We  do  right  in  train- 
ing the  hand  and  the  eye  as  well  as  the  brain,  for  assuredly  nine- 
tenths  of  our  pupils  will  have  to  live  by  some  form  of  manual  labor. 

Compulsory  Education. 

Among  the  many  improvements  introduced  during  the  last  ten 
years,  perhaps  few  are  so  important  as  the  Compulsory  Education 
Act,  in  the  enactment  of  which  you  express  your  belief  that  prevention 
is  better  than  t;ure — that  a  Christian  education  such  as  is  given  in  all 
our  schools  is  a  preventive  of  crime  and  a  protection,  more  effective, 
humane  and  economical  than  prison  bars  or  policemen.  Tou  have,  in 
my  opinion,  the  best  law  for  securing  adequate  school  attendance  that 
exists  in  any  English-speaking  country.  A  somewhat  more  stringent 
application  of  its  provisions  would  secure  better  results. 

Improved  Work. 

No  person  will  be  disposed  to  dispute  the  existence  of  the  educa- 
tional activity  which  I  have  just  described.  But  some  may  ask  to  be 
shown  the  fruits — the  superior  scholarship — the  improved  morals — 
the  better  physical  development — the  greater  preparation  for  life's 
work.  These  can  all  be  shown,  but  perhap^  1  am  not  the  proper 
person  to  do  so.  I  cannot  fail  to  be  prejudiced.  I  will  therefore  only 
refer  to  a  very  few  facts,  and  then  let  others  speak. 

The  almost  universal  testimony  of  the  teachers  is  that  their  scholars 
are  much  more  easily  governed  than  formerly — the  pupils  are  more 
amenable  to  authority — more  civilized.  Finding  the  public  schools 
improved  in  moral  and  sanitary  conditions,  an  increasing  number  of 
our  most  aristocratic  families  are  sending  their  children  to  them  and 
are  expressing  satisfaction  at  the  results. 


110  HALIFAX  CITV  SCBOOLS. 


Employers  of  labor  tell  us  that  a  well-educated  boy  from  the  public 
schools,  though  awkward  at  tirst  in  details,  yet  is  so  well  grounded  in 
principles  and  so  quick  in  apprehension  that  ho  masters  his  business 
in  half  ther  time  required  by  the  boy  of  untrained  mind. 

But  not  to  be  unmindful  of  the  precept :  "  let  another  praise  thee, 
and  not  thine  own  lips/'  we  will  take  the  verdict  upon  our  work  from 
twelve  competent  and  impartial  men — the  Provincial  Board  of 
Examiners. 

At  the  last  provincial  examination  there  were  231  candidates  from 
Halifax,  of  whom  73  per  cent,  received  gmdes.  From  all  the  rest  of 
the  province  there  were  1275  candidates  of  whom  59  per  cent,  were 
successful. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  number  in  Halifax  who  attend  private 
schools  or  go  abroad  for  an  education,  our  public  schools  furnish 
between  one-fifth  and  one-sixth  of  the'whole  number  of  certificates 
taken  in  the  province. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  we  stood  far  behind  Pictou  in  all  that  relates 
to  education.  Now  we  are  ahead  of  Pictou,  Annapolis  and  Lunen- 
burg combined.  Halifax  shows  up  with  4  grade  A's,  30  grade  B's,  41 
grade  C's  and  84  grade  P*s.  It  must  have  been  a  satisfaction  to  you 
to  have  read  in  the  Acadian  Recorder  of  the  24th,  such  a  long  list  of 
successful  Halifax  boys  and  girls. 

Cost  of  the  Schools. 

But  now  admitting  what  cannot  well  be  denied,  that  the  schools  are 
showing  good  results,  some  one  will  ask :  But  has  the  cost  not 
increased  enormously  ?    Emphatically,  no. 

On  general  principles  it  would  be  surprising  if  it  had.  All  the 
School  Boards  have  been  composed  of  hard-headed,  practical  business 
men,  decidedly  conservative  in  their  educational  policy,  if  not  in  their 
politics,  and  accustomed  to  act  only  from  good  motives,  for  good 
reasons  and  after  careful  thought ;  while  at  toe  same  time  they  were 
themselves  large  taxpayers,  and  before  assuming  their  positions,  were 
abundantly  admonished  to  be  economical  where  economy  was  possible. 
But  let  this  question  be  settled  by  figures. 

Common  Schools. 

• 

To  compare  one  year  with  another  would  be  unfair,  as  exceptional 
circumstances  may  afiect  the  results.  But  I  will  take  the  average  of 
years  1882-83  and  compare  it  with  the  average  of  the  years  1891  and 
1892  (the  last  years  for.  which  the  accounts  are  published)  and  make 
allowance  for  the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  in  salaries  at  the  former 
dates : 

Average  cost  of  common  schools  for  1882-83  • $69,832 

Average  cost  of  common  schools  for  1891-92 88,702 

Increase,  27  per  cent. 
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Average  number  of  pupils  for  1882-83 5,334  "^ 

"     1891-92 7,174 

Increase  of  enrolled  pupils,  34  and  one-half  per  cent. 

Therefore  the  cost  has  increased  7  and  one-half  per  cent,  less  than 
the  number  of  enrolled  pupils. 

Average  teachers'  salary  for  1882-83 $42,835 

salaries  for  1891-92 49,656 

Increase  of  total  salaries,  16  per  cent. 

But  the  number  of  registered  pupils  increased  34  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  therefore  the  number  of  registered  pupils  increased  18^  per 
cent,  more  than  the  aggregate  of  the  teachers'  salaries. 

From  these  two  comparions  it  is  evident  that  the  expenditure  for 
the  common  schools  did  not  increase  nearly  as  fast  as  tne  number  of 
pupils. 

The  average  cost  per  pupil  in  1882  was  $13.28;  ten  years  afterwards 
it  was  only  $12.29,  about  one  dollar  per  pupil  less.  That  is  on  7310 
pupils  there  is  a  saving  of  about  $7,000  a  year. 

High  School  Expenditure. 

Average  city  assessment  for  Academy  in  1882-83 $5,493 

Average  city  assessment  for  Academy  in  1891-92 ...,.••  8,803 

Increase,  60  per  cent. 

Average  number  of  pupils  enrolled  1882-83 114 

Average  number  of  pupils  enrolled  1891-92 249 

Increase,  118  per  cent. 

That  is,  while  the  expenditure  for  the  Academy  increared  60  per 
cent,  the  number  of  pupils  increased  118  per  cent. 

Average  cost  per  pupil  1882-83 $48 

1891-92 35 

A  saving  on  each  pupil  of  $13. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Academic  pupils  has  been  very  great 
but  as  you  have  seen  the  improvement  in  their  scholastic  status  has 
been  still  greater. 

Besides  the  direct  benefit  of  the  Academy,  it  affords  the  most 
powerful  stimulus  to  the  senior  grades  of  the  common  schools.  Many 
a  pupil's  last  year  in  the  common  schools  would  be  largely  wasted  in 
idleness  were  it  not  that  he  is  stimulated  with  the  desire  to  graduate 
into  the  Academv. 

Ten  years  ago  the  ratepayer,  seeking  academic  education  for  his 
child,  had  to  pay  his  share  of  $48  for  every  pupil  in  the  Academy, 
besides  a  fee  of  $20  for  his  own,  unless  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
secure  a  scholarship. 
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Now  vastly  improved  academic  advantages  are  free  to  all  qualified 
pupils,  and  the  ratepayers  are  taxed  $13  per  pupil  less  on  account  of 
the  Academy.  The  government  now  takes  its  full  share  in  the  sup- 
port of  our  higher  education.  All  this  argues  wisdom  and  far-sighted 
economy. 

Let  us  look  at  this  matter  of  expenditure  from  one  other  point  of 
view. 

Estimated  for  assessment  in  1883 $64,820 

"   1893 85,000 
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An  increase  of  30  per  cent.,  or  42  per  cent,  less  than  the  increase  of 
registered  pupils.  But  this  increase  for  the  last  ten  years  includes  not 
only  provision  for  the  natural  increase  of  pupils,  but  also  greatly 
improved  accommodation.  Six  large  new  schoolhouses,  with  43 
departments,  and  much  additional  playground,  and  also  extensive 
repairs,  and  yet  there  has  not  been  the  increase  of  expenditure  which 
the  actual  increase  of  pupils  would  seem  to  make  necessary. 

Ex-Chairman  Blackadar  has  put  this  matter  very  clearly  in  his 
report.  He  says :  "  Contrary  to  general  impression,  the  cost  of 
school  instruction  in  Halifax  is  the  reverse  of  oppressive,  as  can  be 
easily  shown."  He  then  points  out  how  that  a  tax  of  $3.00  secures  to 
the  average  ratepayer  free  tuition  for  one,  two  or  three  or  even  half  a 
dozen  children,  besides  free  copy-books,  pencils,  pens,  chalk  and 
stationery  for  some  branches  of  study,  and  then  adds :  ''  The  same 
proportion  will  hold  in  the  case  of  larger  assessments ;  it  will  be  seen 
that  by  no  means  a  heavy  burden  falls,  at  all  events,  upon  the  greater 
portion  of  the  community,  and  who  contribute  most  largely  to  the 
school  registers." 

I  might  give  striking  instances  of  the  economy  of  the  School  Board 
where  by  wise  planning  they  save  hundreds  of  dollars  without  any 
loss  of  efficiency.  As  for  example,  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Kindergarten,  which  for  the  first  year  was  actually  a  source  of 
revenue. 

I  might  show  that  Halifax  spends  less  per  pupil  than  any  other 
Canadian  city  of  the  same  size,  except  St.  John,  which  has  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  a  disastrous  fire.     But  I  will  not  tire  you. 

I  will  close  by  referring  to  two  recommendations  in  a  former 
report — the  first  regarding  school  savings  banks,  which  are  easily 
managed,  and  pay  for  themselves ;  the  second  implies  a  difficult  but 
importent  problem — the  management  of  truants  who  are  not 
criminals,  yet  are  beyond  the  control  of  parents  and  teachers. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  McKAY, 
Halifax,  August,  1893.  .  Supervisor  ofSdiOols. 
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SPECIAL    INSTITUTIONS 


(I.) 

HALIFAX  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

Principal,  J.  Fearon,  Esq.  Other  teachers,  Miss  J.  Bateman,  Mr.  S. 
H.  Lawrence,  Miss  M.  Mosher,  Miss  E.  Mahoney  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Forbes. 

Language  is  the  main  subject  of  instruction,  the  other  subjects 
being  subordinate  to  it. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  for  the  year  was'  68,  of  whom  7  were 
in  attendance  for  the  first  year.  Boys  35,  Girls  28.  Under  15  years  of 
age  52;  fifteen  years  of  age,  11.  Average  age  of  all,  12  years.  From 
Nova  Scotia  54 ;  from  other  provinces  9.  No.  of  weeks  in  session 
annually  42.  Dimensions  of  ground  lot,  about  one  and  a  half  acres. 
Estimated  value  of  grounds  and  building,  $10,000.  Government 
grant  $1530 ;  (Jounty  fund  grant  $2340. 


(II.) 
HALIFAX  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Superintendent,  C.  F.  Eraser,  Esq. 

Teachers,  Miss  Kate  Fletcher  (Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geography 
with  Maps,  Mathematical  Geography,  Reading  Braille  Point  Char- 
acters, Spelling,  Pencil  writing,  Six  classes  in  Kindergarten  work. 
Kindergarten  music) ;  Miss  C.  R.  Frame  (Reading  Braille  Point  Char- 
acters, Geography  with  maps,  Canadian,  British  and  Ancient  History, 
English  Grammar,  English  Composition,  English  Literature) ;  Mr.  S. 
R.  Hussy  (Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Spelling  Braille  Point  Writing, 
Braille  Music  Writing,  Geography  with  maps  and  globe.  Private 
instruction  of  William  Hulan  who  is  deaf,  dumb  and  blind).  Mr.  A. 
M.  Chisholm  (Pianoforte,  Singing  class.  Band  and  Cabinet  Organ) ; 
Mr.  D.  M.  Bird,  (Piano-forte  tuning) ;  Mr.  D.  A.  Baird,  (Basket 
Making,  Chair-Seating) ,  Miss  Bella  Bowman,  (Sewing.  Knitting, 
Fancy  work  and  the  use  of  the  sewing  machine) ;  Sergeant-Major 
Kelly  (Calisthenics  for  girls  and  Gymnastics  for  boys). 
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Note. — The  teachers  are  assigned  classes  in  the  first,  second  and 
third  divisions,  the  purpose  being  to  have  each  teacher  give  instruc- 
tion in  that  which  he  or  she  is  best  qualified  to  teach. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  47  of  whom  7 
were  in  their  first  year  of  attendance,  14  in  their  second,  and  12  in 
their  third  year.  Boys  34 ;  girls  13.  Number  from  Nova  Scotia  24  ; 
from  other  provinces  23.    Scnool  in  session  40  weeks  annually. 

The  number  of  pupils  taking  each  separate  subject  in  the  course  of 
study  is  as  follows :  Arithmetic  45,  Algebra  8,  Geometry  9,  Spelling 
45,  Reading  29,  Writing  Braille  26,  Pencil  writing  9,  Music  writing 
20,  Geography  39,  History  32,  Grammar  23,  Composition  21,  Liter- 
ature 21,  Kindergarten  15,  Kindergarten  music  15,  Pianoforte  29, 
Cabinet  Organ  5,  Singing  class  9,  Band  15,  Pianoforte-tuning  6, 
Basket-making  4,  Chair-seating  9,  Sewing  13,  Knitting  11,  Fancy 
work  9,  Sewing-machine  3. 

Estimated  value  of  grounds  and  buildings  $60,000.  Dimensions  of 
grounds  552  x  250  feet,  of  building  126  x  56  feet,  containing  9  school 
or  claas  room,  19  dormitories  and  22  other  rooms.  The  Library  con- 
tains 250  volumes  valued  at  $750.  Estimated  value  of  apparatus 
$600. 

Government  grant  $1237.50 ;  County  fund  grant  $956.25. 
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(III.) 

Yictoria  School  of  Art  and  Design,  Halifax. 

(Incorporated  1888.) 


DIRECTORS.— 1892-93, 

IP   n^  '      (  The  Superintendent  of  Education, 
Ex-Ot^o :  -J  ^^g  jj^YOE  6f  Halifax. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny,  Miss  R  Ritchie, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Daly,  Miss  H.  Allison, 

Mrs.  H.  IL  Fuller,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  James  Dempster, 

Mr.  E.  p.  Archbold,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Mr.  D.  Healey,  fir.  J.  G.  MagGrbgor, 

Mr.  D.  Kettb, Mr.  M.  Dwyer. 

Mr.  Alexander  MacKay, 

Avditors, 

Mr.  J.  M.  DeWolfe, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson. 


President^  Mayor  Keefe, 
Vice-Preddent,  HoN^  L.  G.  Power, 
Treasuurer;  J.  M;  Smith, 
Secretary,  A.  McELa.y. 


TEACHING  STAFF. 

Head  Maker: 
George  Harvey,  A.  R.  C.  A. 

Assistant  Teacfters : 

Mechanical  Drawing J.  T.  Larkin,  Engimeer. 

Architectural  Drawing "  •' 

Saturday  Glass Miss  K.  F.  Hill. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  Treasuheb,  in  Account  wixb  Victoria  School  op  Abt  akd 

Design. 

Eiidowiiieiit  Fv/nd. 

Amount  from  1892 $  7,702  40 

Building  Fnnd, 

Amount  from  1892 9  7,954  95 

Transferred  from  Interest  account  ....  45  05 

8,000  00 

CiirreTU  Accov/at  Receipts. 

School  Fees,  &c $  289  97 

Local  Government  Grant 800  00 

Caty  Grant 500  00 

Membership  Fees 30  00 

Interest,  $669.94;  less  to  Building  Fund, 

J46.06 624  89 

Sundries 1  61 

2,146  47 

$17,848  87 

DiebureemevUe. 

Salaries $  1,366  98 

Rent 200  00 

Fuel  and  Light 105  06 

Printing,  &c 10  00 

School  Supplies  and  Sundries 38  23 

Janitress 112  50 

Chicago  Exhilntion. • 7  50 

Furniture  and  Repairs 101  87 

$  1,942  13 
Balance,  September,  1892 3,433  14 

$  5,395  27 

Town  of  Kentville  Bonds $6,100  00 

City  of  Halifax  Consols 4,950  00 

Deposit  Receipts,  Bank  of  N.  S. . .  2,200  00 
Open  Account,        "  "     . .      223  60 

$12,473  60 

$17,848  87 

JOHN  M.  SMITH, 
Halifax,  23rd  Sept,  1893.  Treasurer. 

Examined  and  found  correct^  B.  J.  WiLaOKj  Avditar. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  DiRECTOBS  OF  THE  YlOTOBIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN- 

Ladies  cmd  OenUenien: 

For  your  information  I  beg  to  present  the  following  Report  of  the 
work  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  for  the  year  ending 
June  1898. 

The  dasaee  were  opened  on  the  17th  iDf  October,  1892,  and  closed 
on  June  of  this  year. 


daiB. 
Children's, 

Mechanical, 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  ATTENDANCE,  ^. 

Subject.  No.  enrolled. 


Architectural. 
Evening. 

Afternoon, 


Teacher. 

Miss  E.  F.  Hill,        Freehand  and  C  bject 

Drawing. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Larkin,     Mechanical  Drawing/ 

(Practical  Geometry,^ 
Copying,  Draught- 
ing). 
Architectural  Draw- 


16 


Geo.  Harvey, 


Geo.  Harvey, 


Deaf  and  Dumb.  Geo.  Harvey, 


mg. 

Modelliw,  Freehand 
and  Object  Draw- 
ing. 

Modelling,  Painting, 
Freehand  and  Ob- 
ject Drawing. 

Freehand  and  Ob- 
ject Drawing  and 
Modelling. 


26 
21 

38 

33 

21 


In  all  there  were  enrolled  155  students  of  whom  8  held  free 
scholarships  won  by  competition  from  the  Academies  and  High 
Schools.  There  were  48  free  students,  most  of  whom  were  appren- 
tices. A  class  of  21  from  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  also 
received  free  instruction  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Harvey,  who  had  been  the  Head  Master  of  the  School  since  it 
first  opened  in  1887,  sent  in  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted  with 
much  regret  on  the  13th  January. 

He  was  succeeded  on  the  11th  March,  by  Mr.  O.  Dodge,  of  the  Art 
Student's  League  of  New  York.  Mr.  Dodge  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  management  of  the  school. 

Miss  Hill  obtained  leave  of  absence  at  the  end  of  the  first  Term  in 
order  to  prosecute  her  studies  in  New  York  and  Paris.  Her  work 
was  carried  on  very  satisfactorily  until  the  end  of  the  year,  by  Miss 
M*  Graham,  formerly  a  student  of  the  school 
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It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  directors  to  learn  that  students  of  this 
school  are  beginning  to  obtain  gCod  positloi^,.  as  the  result  of  their 
training  here.  As  an  example,  Mr.  Lewis  Smith  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Art  Department  of  the  Halifax  Ladies  College.  He 
succeeds  Miss  Yondy,  and  will  be  assisted  by  Miss  Edith  Smith  and 
Miss  Hill.  These  are  all  graduates  of  this  Art  School  and  reflect 
much  credit  on  its  teaching. 

Mr.  Wilson  from  the  Mechanical  Class  has  entered  the  Second  Year 
of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and  writes  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  character  of  our  work  and  of  the  advantage  that  it  has  been  to 
him.  We  could  multiply  examples  of  this  kind.  They  will  serve  to 
show  our  young  people  what  they  are  losing  by  not  availing  them- 
selves of  tne  benefits  of  our  school ;  so  that  hereafter  we  may  expect  a 
larger  attendance  and  more  earnest  work. 

Our  courses  in  Art  are  accepted  in  Dalhousie  College  in  part  for 
the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

At  the  request  of  the  Provincial  Government,  we  sent  an  exhibit  of 
our  work  to  the  World's  Fair.  It  helped  very  materially  to  make  the 
Nova  Scotia  Educational  Exhibit  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.   McKAY, 
Halifax,  19th  September,  189S.  Secretary. 


DIRECTORS  AND  OFFICERS.— 1893-94. 

jp   n^^^     (The  Superintendent  of  Education, 
Ex^Offimo :  |  rj.^^  ^^^^  ^^  Halifax. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny,  Mrs.  Leonowens, 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fuller,  Miss  E.  RrrcniE, 

Miss  H.  Allison,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  J.  C.  ilAcKiNTOSH,  Mr.  E.  P.  Archbold, 

Mr.  Geo.  Harvey,  Mr.  D.  Keith, 

Mr.  J.  Dempster,  Hon.  L.  G.  Power, 

Dr.  J.  G.  MacQreqor,  Mr.  M.  Dwyer. 
A.  McKay. 


President,  Mayor  Keefe, 
Vice-President,  A.  H.  MacKay, 

Superimtendent  of  EdiLcation, 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 
Secretary,  A.  McKay. 

.  Head  Master : 

OziAS  Dodqe,  Esq.,  (Yale  Un.) 


world's  fair  lift 
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REPORT  ON  EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBIT. 


[Installed  by  A.  McKay,  Advisory  Commissioner  for  Nova  Scotia.] 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
Sir:— 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  the  following  account  of  the  installation  of  the  Educational 
Exhibits  of  Nova  Scotia  at  the  World's  Fair,  Chicago. 

All  the  Educational  Institutions  of  Nova  Scotia  were  notified  by 
you  at  an  early  date  of  the  intention  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Government 
to  take  part  in  the  Exhibition.  They  seemed  however  to  be  so 
apathetic  or  so  engro^ed  in  their  ordinary  work  that  they  did  not 
readily  respond.  It  was  only  after  very  great  labor  and  personal 
effort  on  your  part  that  several  of  them  began  to  display  an  energy 
which  they  afterwards  turned  to  good  account  in  the  production  of  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  excellent  work. 

By  the  27tn  of  March  the  greater  part  of  the  material  had  been 
collected.  It  was  examined,  partly  classified,  and  exhibited  in  the 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  Halifax  Academy. 

It  was  then  sent  to]^Chicago  at'the  expense  of  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  left  Halifax  on  Tuesday  the  11th  of  April,  and  submitted  the 
plans  for  the  Nova  Scotia  Educational  Booth  to  the  Canadian 
Architect  on  the  18th.  After  much  delay  and  difficulty  in  securing 
workmen  and  material  the  booth  was  so  far  completed  that  I  was 
able  to  begin  to  place  the  exhibits  about  the  first  week  in  May.  The 
booth  was  not  completed  until  the  20th.  The  exhibits  were  all  in 
place  on  the  25th.  About  one-third  of  my  time  was  devoted  to  the 
mineral  exhibit  sent  by  the  Mines  Department.  The  cost  of  the 
wood  work  of  the  booth  was  borne  by  the  Dominion  Government — 
the  furnishing  by  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia, 
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I  must  here  acknowledge  the  urbanity  of  the  Canadian  Executive 
Commissioner,  J.  S.  Larke,  Esq.,  and  of  the  Secretary,  W.  D.  Dimock, 
Esq.,  but  more  particularly  the  valuable  services  of  Wm.  Morton, 
Superintendent  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Liberal  Arts,  who  was 
unremitting  and  successful  in  his  efforts  to  harmonize  all  conflicting 
interests  and  make  the  exhibit  a  credit  to  Canada. 

The  space  occupied  by  Nova  Scotia  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  great  gallery  overlooking  the  Columbian  aisle  in  the  liberal  arts 
and  manufactures  building.  This  is  the  largest  building  on  the  fair 
grounds — the  largest  building  in  the  world — having  a  floor  space, 
including  galleries,  of  44  acres.  The  Nova  Scotia  space  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  that  of  Quebec,  on  the  east  by  the  great  central  hall, 
south  by  Russia,  and  west  by  the  North  West  Territories  and  Canada 
general  section.  It  is  28  feet  long,  21  wide,  walls  and  a  central 
partition  running  lengthwise  13  feet  high.  On  the  east  and  west  are 
arched  doorways.  On  the  ends  of  the  central  partition  are  groups  of 
hinged  frames,  which  show  to  great  advantage  a  large  quantity  of 
school  work  under  glass.  The  walls  are  covered  on  the  exterior  by 
blue  cloth,  on  the  interior  with  drab  and  terra  cotta,  and  the  tables  with 
green,  while  overhead  there  is  a  covering  of  light  pink  cloth,  which 
protects  the  booth  from  dust  and  softens  the  glare  of  sunlight  which 
comes  through  the  immense  glaas  roof,  200  feet  above.  To  protect 
the  walls  from  any  probable  leak  a  strip  of  figured  oil-cloth  is  laid 
horizontally  on  top  of  the  walls  and  central  partition. 

The  exterior  walls  show  by  enlarged  photographs  much  of  the 
finest  scenery  of  the  province.  Nature  studies  by  Miss  Edith  Smith 
of  Halifax,  show  that  there  is  some  real  artistic  talent  in  the  little 
province  by  the  sea.  A  very  pretty  map  by  Arthur  Drew,  of 
Liverpool  academy,  and  a  selection  of  work  from  various  schools  give 
a  hint  of  the  nature  of  the  work  within  the  booth  and  invite  the 
educationist  to  a  further  inspection. 

Entering  from  the  west  and  turning  to  the  right  the  Normal  and 
Model  schools  of  Truro  and  the  Truro  academy  occupy  300  square 
feet  of  surface.  All  the  work  shown  here  is  good — maps,  drawings, 
original  designs,  nature  lessons  illustrated,  problems  in  mathematics 
and  science,  etc.  Miss  Ottie  Smith,  the  Art  Instructor  in  the  Normal 
School,  merits  special  praise  for  the  work  done  by  her  students.  The 
Kindergarten  exercises,  gotten  up  by  Mrs.  Patterson's  little  pupils,  are 
superior  and  a  credit  to  the  province.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Kindergarten  work  from  the  classes  taught  by  Mrs.  Harriman,  in 
Halifax,  Miss  Hamilton,  in  Dartmouth,  and  the  New  Glasgow  Kinder- 
garten. 

Following  round  the  east  wall  there  are  shown  specimens  of 
excellent  school  work  from  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb ; 
apparatus  and  work  from  the  School  for  the  Blind.  Then  come 
samples  of  all  classes  of  school  work  from  schools  and  academies  all 
over  the  province.  Prominent  among  them  is  a  collection  of  pressed 
plants  from  Morris  Street  school,  Halifax.     Latin,  Greek  and  ancient 
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geography  exercises  from  Antigonish  Academy.  Very  neat  work 
from  MiltoD  school,  Yarmouth,  and  from  Inspectoral  district  No.  4  and 
5,  and  other  places. 

A  large  map  showing  the  exact  location  of  every  school  house  in 
the  province  hangs  on  the  north  wall.  From  this  map  to  the 
entrance  the  west  wall  is  taken  up  with  drawings,  maps  and  manual 
training  work  from  Halifax  Academy.  On  one  side  of  the  middle 
portion  is  shown  art  work  from  the  Church  School  for  Girls  at, 
Windsor,  and  from  Acadia  Seminary;  on  the  ^ther  side  mechanical 
and  architectural  drawing  and  oil  paintings  from  the  Victoria  School 
of  Art  and  Design,  also  some  art  work  from  the  Halifax  Ladies 
College. 

In  show  cases  on  the  tables  are  shown  clay-modelling  from  the 
Kindergarten,  and  the  Normal  School,  sewing,  minerals  from  Halifax 
Academy  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Pineo,  chemical  preparations  and  microscopic 
slides  from  Halifax  Ladies  College  and  a  pretty  hand  painted  placque 
from  the  Church  School  for  Qirls,  Windsor.  There  are  also  several 
bound  volumes  of  school  exercise  copy  books,  text  books,  etc. 

The  educational  work  from  our  province  is  very  creditable.  Its 
merits  or  defects  are  not  obscured  by  gilt  picture  frames,  showy 
labels,  expensive  cloth  backgrounds,  carved  and  polished  woodwork 
and  gaudy  surroundings.  The  work  stands  upon  its  merits,  and 
while  not  so  attractive  to  the  general  passer-by  as  some  other  exhibits, 
it  compares  favorably  with  those  of  much  wealthier  states  and  has 
received  the  commendation  of  all  educationists  who  have  seen  it. 

All  the  articles  sent  to  the  Education  Office  for  exhibition  were 
sent  to  the  World's  Fair. 

As  many  as  possible  were  shown  and  a  certain  number  reserved  to 
replace  such  as  might  become  injured  by  exposure.  The  following 
lists  of  exhibits  are  not  complete  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  some  of 
the  Inspectors  in  not  forwarding  complete  catalogues  of  their 
selections  and  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of  work  and  the 
shortness  of  the  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  McKAY. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  SCHOOL  MATERIAL 


EXHIBITED   BY  THE 


Education  Department  of  Nova  Scotia 


AT   THE 


WORLD'S    FAIR,   CHICAGO,  1893.    . 


Class  I. 

Halifax  Kindergarten. — Mrs.  S.  S.  Harriman. 

Morning  Talks, — 1.  Sheep. 

2.  Cow,  "  Our  Friend  Daisy." 

8.  Products  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Parqiietry, — 4.  Our  Pansy  Garden. 

5.  Units  of  Border  Work. 

Cutting, — 6.  Prang's  System. 

7.  Snow  Crystals. 

Sewing, — 8.  Original  Designs. 

Pricking. — 9.  Leaves  and  Vegetables. 

Truro  Kindergarten. — Mrs.  S.  B.  Paterson. 

Morning  Talk. — 1.  Shoemaker. 

Pricking. — 2.  Colored  Pricking. 
3, 

4.  Plain 

Seguing. — 5.  Sewing  on  Felting, 
n.         "  "   Cards. 

Cutting, — 8.     Mosaic. 
9. 
10.    Froebel  System. 

New  Glasgow. — Miss  Smith. 

Seiving. — 1.    Miscellaneous. 
2.    Plant  Life. 
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^Dartmouth  Kindergarten. — Miss  M.  A.  Hamilton. 

Morning  Talke. — 1*  Columbus. 

2.  Bees  and  Butterflies. 

Drawing. — 3.  Heath  System. 

4.  Original  design  and  Illustrated  Story. 

5.  Border  Work, 

6.  Object  Drawing. 

7.  Color  Work. 
Weaving, — 8.  Original  Designs. 

9.    Freehand. 
10.    Forms  of  Life. 
Parquetry. — 11.    Prismatic  Colors. 

(a.     Warm  to  Cold.)  ' 

(6.    Cold  to  Warm.) 
12.    Symmetrical  Designs  and  Forms  of  Life 


DISTRICT  No.  5.— C.  W.  Rostoe,  M.  A..  Inspector. 


Classes  II.  &  III. 


Writing. — Grade  IX. 

Qeorge  Farquhar,  Union  School,  Hants. 
Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  Street,  Kings. 
Harry  Chipman,      tt  tt  tr  n 

Book-Reeping. — Grade  X. 

Janet  Wardrobe,  Kentville  Academy. 
Mary  W.  McCarthy,     n  n 

Book-Keeping.— Grade  IX. 

Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  Street,  Kings. 

Harry  Chipman,       n 

H.  Newton  Pyke,     »  h 


II  II  II 

II  II 


Composition.— Grade  IX. 

Laura  Masters,  Church  Street,  Kings. 
Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  Street,  Kings. 
Jean  Creelman,  Maitland,  Hants. 
Ila  Kempton,  Wolfville, 
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Writing.— Grade  IX. 
Mary  E.  Jobnaon,  Wolfville. 

Freehand  Drawing,  Etc.— Grade  IX. 


George  Scott,  Upper  Selma,  Hants. 

Bessie  Patnam,    " 

Fred  Monteitb,  Maitland,  Hants. 

Maps.— Grade  XI. 
Clarence  P.  Smith,  Windsor  Academy. 

Maps. — Grade  X. 

M.  Rena  Thompson,  Windsor  Academy. 
Bessie  H.  Wickwire,  Eentville  Academy. 
Eleanor  Newcombe, 


K  a 


Maps.— Grade  IX. 

Flora  Prevost,  Wolfville,  Kings. 
Sarah  E.  Cox,  Upper  Canard,  Kings. 
Alfred  Borden,  Hanisport,  Hants. 

Practical  MATHEMATica — Grade  XI. 

Roberta  M.  Blanchard,  Kentville  Academy. 
Winifred  Hensley,  Windsor  Academy. 
Georgie  Begg,  Kentville  Academy. 

Geoxetrt. — Grade  XL 

Florence  Anslow,  Windsor  Academy. 
Roberta  M.  Blanchard,.  Kentville  Academy. 
Alice  M.  Shaw,  Kentville  Academy. 

Qeomety.— Grade  X. 

Rose  Tobin,  Town  Plot,  King's  Co. 
Jas.  B.  Woodworth,  Windsor  Academy. 
Leonard  D.  Pineo,  Maitland. 

Geometry.— Grade  IX. 

Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  St.,  Kings. 
Bertha  Allen,  Upper  Selma,  Hants. 
Hattie  A.  Parsons,  Wolfville. 
George  Yeaton,  Hantsport, 
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Algebra. — Qrade  XL 

Robert  M.  Blanchard,  Kentville  Academy. 
Georgia  Begg, 
W.  E.  Begg. 


It  II 

II  II 


Algebra. — Grade  X. 

Mary  M.  McArthy,  Kentville. 
Gertrude  Urquhart,  Maitland. 
Leonard  D.  Bines,  •* 

Algebra.— Grade  IX. 

Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  St. 

Lottie  R.  Merry,  Kentville. 

James  L.  Kennikle,  Upper  Church  St. 

Arithmetic. — Grade  XL 

Alice  M.  Shaw,  Kentville. 
W.  A.  Begg. 

Arithmetic. — Grade  X. 

Alice  G.  Roy,  Maitland. 
Gertrude  Urqubart,  Maitland. 
Frank  Lyons,  Kentville, 
Ethel  G.  Arnold,  Kentville. 

Aritsmetic. — Grade  IX. 

Leah'  Brown,  Maitland. 
Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  St, 
Lottie  R.  Merry,  Kentville. 
Casme  M.  Hayes,  Wolfville. 

Grammar.— Grade  X. 

Alice  G.  Roy,  Maitland. 
Gertrude  Urquhart,  Maitland. 
Leonard  Rines,  " 

Grammar.— Grade  IX. 

Bertha  Allen,  Upper  Selma. 
Minnie  Mcintosh,  Maitland. 
Edgar  D.  Putnam,        *> 

Latin. 

Annie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  Street. 
Mabel  L.  Wortman,  WoU'ville. 
Lena  D.  Burgess,  ^ 
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COMMON  SCHOOL   WORK. 


Copy  Books. — Grade  VIII. 

Lavinia  0.  Burns,  Windsor. 
Edith  Harvey,  Union  School. 
Alina  D.  W.  Pellow.  Windsor. 

Grade  VII. 

A.  Maude  McKinnon,  Windsor. 
A.  Winifred  Smith,  •• 

Louis  Shaw,  ** 

Grade  VI. 

Ruth  E.  Daniels,  Windsor. 

J.  Howard  Streekland,  Windsor. 

Vinnie  Hockie,  Hantspcni^. 

Grade  V. 

Willie  Chipman,  Upper  Church  St. 
Laurinda  Brown,  Wolfville. 
Maggie  Lowthers,  Windsor. 

Grade  IV. 

Duncan  Geldert,  Windsor. 
Beatrice  Martin,  Eentville. 
Clarence  Wood,  Windsor. 

Grade  III. 


Mary  Aker,  Windsor.  '•' 

Annie  Muller,  Windsor. 
Evelyn  Millet,      *' 

Drawing,  Freehand,  Original  Design.— Grade  VIII. 

John  W.  Ryan,  Kentville. 
Annie  B.  IJeCain,  Kentville. 

Grade  VII. 

John  Quigley,  Eentville, 
Louie  C.  Beckwith,  Kentville, 
Fannie  Woolaver,  Hantsport. 
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Freehand  from  Memory. — Grade  VII. 
Ralph  Jones,  Wolfville. 

Original  Designs. — Grade  V. 


Walter  Lawson,  Windsor. 
Eva  Borden, 

Mabel  Dickie,  Hantsport. 
Percy  Eidson,  Church  St 

Grade  IV. 

Arthur  Nalder,  Windsor. 
Duncan  Geldert,        " 
Willie  Cochrane,  Hantsport. 

Grade  VI. 

Harry  Margeson,  Hantsport, 
Ruth  E.  Daniels,  Windsor. 
Annie  M.  Delia  Torre,  Windsor. 
Percy  Cook,  Kentville. 

Grade  III. 

Evelyn  Millett,  Windsor. 
Julia  Cox,  *' 

Walter  Geldert, 

Grade  II. 

Jean  Smith,  Windsor. 
Blanche  Smith,  Windsor. 
Lillie  Carson.  » 

Maps.— Grade  VIII. 

Charles  W.  Roach,  Windsor. 
Willie  Comstock,  Church  St. 
Colin  D.  Wood,  Kentville. 

Grade  VII. 

Wallace  Hutchins,  Wolfville. 
Harold  B.  Kempton,      n 
Fred  0.  Burgess,  Windsor. 
Frank  L.  Comstock,  Church  Street 
Annie  McCabe,  Hantsport. 

Grade  VI. 

Clara  L.  Roach,  Windsor. 
John  H.  Redding,  Kentville. 
Harry  Margeson,  Hantsport. 
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Qrade  V.      . 

Eva  Borden,  Windsor. 
Walter  Lawson,  Windsor. 
Edna  Coalfleet,  Hantsport. 

Accounts. — Qrade  VIII. 

Ella  McKenzie,  Maitland. 
Maria  Putnam  n 

Jack  C.  Jones,  Wolfville. 

Grade  VII. 
Percy  Spencer,  Central  Rawdon. 

Qrade  V. 

Laurinda  Brown,  Wolfville. 
Ralph  Shaw,  Wolfville. 
Percy  Kedston,  Church  St. 

Algebra.— Qrade  VIII. 

Gertie  V.  Roscoe,  Wolfville. 
Jack  C.  Jones,  Wolfville. 
Lucy  Lawrence,  Upper  Selma. 

Arithmetic.— Grade  VIII. 

Alicia  Healeo,  Town  Plot. 
Hattie  M.  Masters,  Church  Street. 
Gertie  V.  Roscoe,  Wolfville. 
Jack  C.  Jones,  Wolfville. 

Grade  VII. 

Alice  M.  McKinnon,  Windsor. 
Annie  Putnam,  Upper  Selma. 
F.  Winifred  Smith,  Windsor. 

Grade  VI. 

Blanche  Douglas,  Maitland. 
Mabel  Chipman,  Kentville. 
Alice  Chase,  Church  St. 

Grade  V. 

Elizabeth  Campbell,  Central  Rawdon. 
Annie  Northup,  *•  ** 

Charles  Wier,  *»  •» 


world's  fair.  120 


Grade  III. 


Johu  Riley,  Hantsport. 
Maggie  Carroll,     •• 
Marian  Shaw,       " 


Grade  II. 

Cecil  Borden,  Windsor. 
Victor  Hughes,      " 
George  Kilcup,       »« 

Grammar.— Grade  VIII. 

Minnie  F.  Burns,  Windsor. 
Lavinia  O^  Burns,         " 
Gertrude  A.  Chandler,  •» 

Grade  vn. 

Alice  M.  McKinnon,  Windsor. 
Fred.  O.  Burgess,  «• 

Frank  S.  Burgess, 


II 


Composition.— Grade  VIII. 

Hattie  Masters,  Church  St. 
Maggie  Wardlow,    •»        " 
Jerry  Northup,  Centre  Rawdon. 

Grade  V. 

Elizabeth  Campbell,  Centre  Rawdon. 
Charles  Wier,  »»  «« 

John  Mason,  »  " 

Grade  IV. 

Eva  Spencer,  Centre  Rawdon. 

Adam  D.  Hall,  Maitland. 

Edith  A.  Leedham,  Centre  Rawdon. 

Grade  II. 

Jean  Fenten,  Hantsport 
Horace  Lyon,        »» 
Edith  Penten,        »• 

Printing.— Grade  I. 

Hilda  Hockin,  Hantsport 
David  Pulsiver,         •» 
Hattie  Faulkner,      <• 
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Music. — Grade  VIII. 

Lavinia  O.  Burns,  Windsor. 
M.  Ethel  Christie,         n 
Dorothy  W.  Smith,      n 

Grade  V. 

Laurinda  Brown,  Wolfville. 
Uattie  Eye,  i» 

Horace  Jones  h 

Nature  Lessons.— Grade  VII. 

Insects. 

Charles  J.  Seymour,  Windsor. 
Graham  P.  Morse, 
Joseph  F.  Burns, 


II 
II 


Grade  VI. — Quadrupeds. 

Alice  Reeves,  Kentville. 
Lillie  Webster,       n 
Maggie  Tull>,        m 

Latin, — Grade  VIII. 

Roland  R.  Sanford,  Wolfville. 
Jack  C.  Jones,  n  - 


DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
James  H.  Munro,  Esq.,  In4ipectm\ 
St.  Ann's  Convent. — 6  Exhibits. 

4  Figures  stitched  on  paper. 
2  Drawing. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 
Grade  II.— 3  Exhibits. 

1  Industrial  Drawing. 

2  Arithmetic. 

Grade  IV.— 16  Exhibits. 

3  Drawings. 

3  Industrial  Drawing. 

5  Maps. 

3  Arithmetic. 

2  Fancy  sewing  on  paper. 
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GUDE  IV.— 16  Exhibits. 


3  Industrial  Drawings. 

1  Wall  Maji. 

3  Arithmetic. 

3  OoinpoaitioD. 

1  Knitting  work. 


Obade  v.— 13  Exhibits. 


2  Drawing)],  Sketches. 
5  Indnstria]  Drawings. 

3  Maps,  pencilled. 
3  Maps,  painted. 


Geade  VI.— 16  Exhibits. 


1   Written  Copy  Book. 
1  Decimeter,  etc. 
4  Industrial  Drawing. 
3  Maps. 

1  Wall  Map. 

2  Arithmetic. 
2  Qrammar. 

2  Composition. 


Qbaoe  VIL— 19  Exhibits. 


2  Copy  Books. 

3  Drawings. 

3  Industrial  Drawings. 
2  Maps,  painted. 
2  Maps,  pencilled. 
2  Business  Forms, 
2  Arithmetic. 
2  Sewing. 


Grade  VIII— 32  Exhibits. 


2  Writing. 

3  Drawing,  Sketdies. 
3  Industrial  Drawing. 

1  Decimeter. 

3  Maps  pencilled. 

2  Maps  painted. 

4  Wall  Maps. 

3  BusinesB  Forms. 

2  Book- keeping, 
i  Anthniotia 

3  AnalysiR. 
1  Grammar, 

1  GompositioD. 
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Grade  IX.— 16  Exhibits. 


1  Analynis. 

3  Arithmetic. 

2  Business  Letter. 

*3  Drawing,  Freehand. 

3  Geometrv. 
1  Algebra. 

1  Centimeter. 

2  Physiology. 


Grade  X.— 13  Exhibits. 


1  Analysis. 

1  Map. 

4  Arithmetic. 
4  Drawing. 

2  Geometry. 
1  Algebra. 


Grade  XI.— 8  Exhibits. 


3  Arithmetic. 
3  Geometry. 
1  Algebra. 
1  Trigonometry. 

Photographs  of  Lockeport  and  Barrington  school  houses. 


DISTRICT  NO.  1.— Halufax  County. 

H.  Condon,  Esq.,  Inspector, 

Written  Copy  Books. — Grade  VII. 

Maude  Seeton,  Loressa  E.  Dunbrack, 
Ida  Seaton,  Meagher's  Grant. 
Blanche  Logan,  Dufferin  Mines. 
Gregory  Lapierre,  Grand  Desert. 

Grade  VIII. 

Seymour  Ogilvie,  Little  River. 
Janie  Niforth,  Cole  Harbor. 
Nellie  McDonald,  Fall  River. 

Drawing. — Grade  V. 

George  Murphy,  West  Chezzetcook. 
Mary  Cranford,      *•  »• 


* 
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Grade  VI. 

Jennie  Taylor,  Taylor  School. 

Amelie  Bellefontaine,  West  Ohezzeteook. 

Mary  ••  ••  •• 

Grade  VII.  , 

Susie  E.  Shultz,  Sackville. 

Katie  M.  Lindsay,  Taylor  School. 

Rebecca  F.  Irwin,      "  •» 

Rebecca  M.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 

Clifford  Peveril,  Sackville. 

Alex.  Belief  on  taine,  West  Chezzetcook. 

Grade  VIII. 

Sadie  H.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Mary  Erwin,  n  n 

Edna       m  h  m 

Morton  L.  Annand,  m  m 

Ella  Browne,  Little  River. 
Maggie  Murphy,  West  Chezzetcook. 

Maps. — Grade  V. 

Harold  Tremaine,  Sackville. 
Harvey  Stewart,  Fall  River. 

Grade  VI. 

Jennie  Murphy,  West  Chezzetcook. 
Isabel  Bellefontaine, »»  *• 

Amelia  '»  **  »» 

Grade  VII. 

Sadie  E.  Schultz,  Sackville. 
Rose  Murphy,  West  Chezzetcook. 
Alex.  Bellefontaine,  West  Chezzetcook. 
Edwin  F.  Fulton,  Sackville. 
Clifford  E.  Peveril,       •• 
Duff*  Murray,  Little  River. 

Grade  VIII. 

Birdie  Tremaine,  Lower  Sackville. 
Arthur  Tremaine,     •'  " 

Maggie  Murphy,  West  Chezzetcook. 
Ella  Brown,  Little  River. 
Nellie  McDonald,  Fall  River. 
Ettie  Wilson,  •• 

Lucy  Auld,  " 

John  McLean,  Taylor  School. 


II 
II 
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Arithmetic— Grade  VIII. 

Etta  Murray,  Little  River. 
Maggie  Calkin,  Sackville  Schoo!. 
Sadie  H.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Henry  Archibald,  Greenwood. 

« 

Grade  V. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 

Grammar. 

Etta  Brown,  Little  River. 
Warren  Ogilvie,  Little  River. 
Carrie  Taylor, 


11         II 


Composition. 

Maude  Auld,  Fall  River  School. 
Jennie  M.  Niforth,  Cole  Harbour. 
Aggie  M.  Giles,  »  <• 

Music— Grade  VII. 

Rebecca  F.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Kate  May  Lindsay,      « 
Sadie  H.  Erwin, 


II 

11  u 


Geometry.— Grade  VIII. 

Sadie  H.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Warren  Ogilvie,       »•  «• 

Grade  X. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 
Grace  Burris,  <•  •» 

Algebra.— Grade  X. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  4.— Annapolis  and  Digby. 

L.  S.  Morse,  M.  A.  Inspector, 

Common  Schools. 

Written  Copy  Books. — Grade  III. 

Emelie  Trahan,  MaYillette  School,  Digby. 
Isidore  Saulnier,         »»  •»  •• 

Mary  H.  Harris,  Qesner  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  IV- 

Edmond  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 
Minnie  McLean,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  YI- 

Ida  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Una  Cameron,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  VII. 

Willie  Soulis,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 
Mary  Dodge,  »•  »•  »• 

Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Freehand  Drawing. — Grade  II. 

Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Grade  III. 

Leonice  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Grade  VI. 

Bertha  T.  O'Connor,  St.  Mary's  Convent. 
JesMe  Campbell,         ••         •»  n 

Grade  VII. 


•.  i- 


Mary  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby  Co. 
Lea  T.  Deveau,  m  h  n        n 

Eveline  Saulnier,        m  »i  n        u 

Mathematical  Drawings. — Grade  VI. 

Louis  F.  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby  Co. 


I  ■ 
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Arithmetic— Grade  VIII. 

Etta  Murray,  Little  River. 

Maggie  Calkin,  Sackville  Schoo!. 

Sadie  H.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 

Henry  Archibald,  Greenwood. 

« 

Grade  V. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 

Grammar. 

Etta  Brown,  Little  River. 
Warren  Ogilvie,  Little  River. 
Carrie  Taylor, 


II         II 


Composition, 

Maude  Auld,  Fall  River  School. 
Jennie  M.  Niforth,  Cole  Harbour. 
Aggie  M.  Giles, 


II  II 


Music— Grade  VII. 

Rebecca  F.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Kate  May  Lindsay,      *•  " 

Sadie  H.  Erwin,  «»  »» 

Geometry.— Grade  VIII. 

Sadie  H.  Erwin,  Taylor  School. 
Warren  Ogilvie,      »  •* 

Grade  X. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 
Grace  Burris,  "  »• 

Algebra.— Grade  X. 

Janie  McGunnigle,  Henry  School. 
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■  r  4  *         v« 


DISTRICT  NO.  4.— Annapolis  and  Diqby. 

L.  S.  Morse,  M.  A.  Irvspedor. 

Common  Schools. 

Written  Copy  Books. — Grade  III. 

Emelie  Trahan,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 
Isidore  Saulnier,         »  ••  " 

Mary  H.  Harris,  Gesner  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  IV- 

Edmond  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 
Minnie  McLean,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  YI. 

Ida  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Una  Cameron,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 

Grade  VII. 

Willie  Soulis,  Bridgetown  School,  Annapolis. 
Mary  Dodge,  "  "  •• 

Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Freehand  Drawing. — Grade  II. 

Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Grade  III. 

Leonice  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby. 

Grade  VI. 

Bertha  T.  O'Connor,  St.  Mary's  Convent. 
JesMC  Campbell,  ••         •'  m 

Grade  VII. 

Mary  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby  Co. 
Lea  T.  Deveau,  n  m  n        n 

Eveline  Saulnier,        u  m  h        u 

Mathematical  Drawings. — Grade  VI. 
Louis  F.  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby  Co, 
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Grade  VII. 

Theresa  Helancon,  Church  Point  School,  Digby  Co. 
Lea  Deveau,  Havillette  School,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VIII. 

Zelie  Saulnier,  Church  Point  School,  Digby  Co. 
Gertrude  O'Coniier,  Church  Point  School,  Digby  Co. 

Maps.— Grade  IV. 

Rosie  Deveau,  Mavillette  School,  Digby  Co. 
Frank  Dodge,  Bridgetown      n      Annapolis  Co. 

Grade  V. 

,     Eveline  Deveau,  Meteghan,  Digby  Co.       n 
Uary  R.  Le  Blanc, 


II  II         II 


Grade  VI. 

Isidore  Saulnier,  Mavilette,  Digby  Co. 

Jennie  LcBlance,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VII. 

Evangeline  Saulnier,  Church  Point,  Digby  Co. 
Theresa  Melancon,  •>  ••  '•         " 

Edward  G.  Harvey,  Clements  West,  Annapolis  Co. 

Grade. 

Josephine  Melancon,  Meteghan,  Digby  Co. 
Charles  Ray,  Clements  West,  Digby  Co. 


ACCOUNTS. 

Grade  VII. 

Laurence  Johns,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Di^^by  Co. 
Alice  M.  Berry,  ••  ••  «•       •• 

Eveline  Saulnier,  Church  Point,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VI  IL 
Ella  M.  Marshall,  Hainsville,  Digby  Co, 
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ARITHMETIC. 

Grade  1. 
Juliette  Deveaii,  Mavillette,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  II. 
Emeline  Trahan,  Mavillette,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  III. 
Isabelle  Saulnier,  Mavillette,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VI. 

Thos.  F.  Freeman,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby. 
Edmund  Deveau,  Mavillette 
Louis  F.  Deveau,  « 


II 


Grade  VII. 

Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette,  Digby. 
Evangeline  Saulnier,  Cmirch  Point,  Digby. 
Curtis  H.  Wilson,  Hamesville,  Digby. 

Grade  VIII. 

Edith  T.  Robinson,  Digby. 

Lottie  M.  Marshall,  Hamesville,  Digby. 

Inez  Price,  Smith's  Cove,  Digby. 

Grammar,— Grade  VI- 

Evangeline  Gaudet,  Meteghan,  Digby. 
William  Muise,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby. 
Grace  Cakes,  •» 


II  11 


Grade  VIL 

Therese  Melancon,  Church  Point,  Digby. 
Grace  Doucette,  ••  "  « 

Eveline  Saulnier,         ••  «•  •• 

Grade  VIIL 

Celina  Robicheau,  Meteghan,  Digby. 
Josephine  Melancon,      *'  <• 

Alice  F.  Hunt,  Hillgrove,  •* 

Composition. — Grade  V. 
Eva  B.  McNeill,  North  Range  School,  Digby  Co, 
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Grade  VII. 
Lea  Deveau,  Mavillette,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VIII. 

Ena  H.  Nichols,  Hillgrove,  Digby  Co. 

A.  F.  Hunt,  Hillgrove, 

Susie  P.  Aymar,       "  •» 


11         II 
ii 


II  11 

II  Ii 


Music,  Tonic  Sol  Fa.— Grade  VI. 

Minnie  McLean,  Bridgetown,  Annapolis  Co 
Una  Cameron,  •» 

Nellie  Balcom,  " 

Mary  Melancon,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  VIL 

Willis  Soulis,  Bridgetown,  Annapolis  Co. 
Lizzie  Saunders,         "  "  <• 

Harry  Bishop,  ♦•  ••  •• 


Sewing. — Grade  V. 

Nellie  Comeau,  Metegnan,  Digby  Co. 
Mary  Mountain,        '• 


II         II 


HIGH  SCHOOL  WORK. 

Book-keeping. — Grade  IX. 

Minnie  Morse,  Bridgetown,  Annapolis  Co. 

A.  Harold  Crosskill,  Bridgetown,  Annapolis  Co. 

Loran  Craig,  ««  ••  •• 

Grade  X. 

Lucy  E.  Chesley,  Chesley  School,  Annapolis  Co. 
Helen  A.  Munroe,       »•  •»  ••  •• 

Freehand  Drawing. — Grade  X. 
Jennie  L.  Holdsword,  Digby  Academy. 

Maps.— Grade  TX. 

Annie  M.  Morse,  Paradise,  West  Annapolis  Co. 
Carrie  A.  Morse,         ••  ••  •» 

Grade  X. 

Egbert  P.  Morse,  Paradise  West,  Annapolis  Co. 
Lindsay  Dykeman,  Digby  Academy. 
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TRiGONOMETRY.^-Grade  XL 

Chas.  R  Gates,  Digbj  Academy. 
Wna.  T.  Morse,     ••  •» 

Geometry. — Grade  IX. 

Camillo  G.  Fisher,  Digby  Academy. 

Mary  A.  Hunt,  ••  •' 

AlbcrttL.  McDonald,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby. 


Grade  X. 

K.  L.  Porter,  Hillgrove  School,  Dic;by. 
Blanche  J.  Bacon,  Hillgrove  School,  Digby. 

Grade  XL 

Laura  Woodbury,  Digby  Academy. 
G.  Etta  Stayling,        '•  " 

Algebra.— Grade  IX. 

Alberta  L.  McDonald,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby  Co. 
Emma  Joumeay,  ••  ••  "  <> 

Jessie  M.  Bell,  North  Range,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  X. 

K.  L.  Porter,  Hillgrove,  Digby  Co. 
Blanche  J.  Bacon,  Hillgrove,  Digby  Co. 

Grade  XL 

Chas.  R.  Gates,  Digby  Academy. 
Laura  Woodbury,  Digby  Academy. 
Welton  H.  Bobbin,     ••  •• 

Arithmetic. — Grade  IX. 

Alberta  L.  McDonald,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby. 
Helen  M.  Dahlgreen,  ••  »•  •» 

Emma  Joumeay,  ••  »»  «• 

Grade  X. 

Jennie  L.  Holdsworth,  Digby  Academy. 
Mamie  Chaloner,  •<  •• 

Samuel  E.  Woodman,  Hillgrove,  Digby. 

English.— Grade  IX. 

Edna  E.  Mackintosh,  Smith's  Cove,  Digby. 
Otto  Cossett,  »»  ••  M 
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Latin.— Grade  IX. 

Alberta  L.  McDonald,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Digby. 
Emma  Journeay,  "  ••  •• 

Helen  M.  Dahlgreen,  •»  «»  •• 

Chemistry. — (irsule  X. 

Mamie  Chaloner,  Digby  Academy,  Digby. 
Jennie  L.  Holdsworth,  Digby  Academy,  Digby. 
Janet  L.  Warne, 


ii  II  II 


Physics. — Grade  XT. 

Welton  H.  Robbins,  Digby  Academy,  Digby  County. 
G.  Etta  Stailing,  •»  ••  »»  »' 

Woodwork. — Grade  IX. 
A.  E.  Walker,  Gesner  School,  Annapolis  County. 


DISTRICT,  NO.  10. 

I.  C.  Craig,  Esq.,  Inspector. 

Common  Schools. 
Writing. 

Grade.  Name.  Soliool. 

V.  Nellie  Howard Spencer  s  Island. 

Cassio  Cole »»  •• 

Grevena  Morrison. . .         "  '» 

VI.  Stanly  W.  Spicer  ... 

Alice  Betts Acadia  Mines. 

John  McKinnon ••  •• 

James  Evans .     ♦»  •* 

VII.  George  Miner Spencers  Island. 

^laggie  Hattie Acadia  Mines. 

Maggie  Works »• 

Nellie  Dnnlop 

VIII.  Helen  W.  Bigelow..  .Spencer's  Island. 

Bessie  Miner Acadia  Mines. 

Media  Hiscox ••  •• 

Annie  Adams '•  " 

Frank  Totten •»  •» 


it 
It  11 
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Drawing. 

I.  Susie  P.  Ogilvie Parrsboro. 

IT.         Gordon  A.  McRae  . .         " 

III.  Frank  Morris •• 

IV.  Willie  Weatherby  . .  Acadia  Mines. 
Nellie  Worrell Parrsboro. 

V.  Jennie  Blenkie   ....  Acadia  Mines. 
Howard  Verge Parrsboro. 

Maps. 

VII.      Whitney  Spicer Spencer's  Island. 

Lilly  Coleman Amherst. 

Mabel  Cole " 

Grace  B.  Embree ....       •• 

Commercial  Accounts. 

VII.  Melissa  Evans .Acadia  Mines. 

Willie  Dunlap. ••  •• 

VIII.  Lena  Willing Amherst. 

Bell  Campbell •• 

Nina  Sturk Acadia  Mines. 

Mary  Patriquin  . . . .     " 

Clara  Totten »  »• 

Arithmethic. 

II.  Nettie  J.  McDougall..Parrsboro. 

I  reda  Tattrie Acadia  Mines. 

III.  Colin  H.  Craig Amherst. 

Elsie  Swanson •' 

IV.  Helen  Fowler " 

Sadie  Ferguson  ....  Acadia  Mines. 

V.  Lavinia  Faber •»  »• 

VI.  Bella  Ferguson •»  " 

VII.  Willie  Dunlop »•  » 

Mamie  O'Brien Westchester  Station. 

A voria  McLeod Parrsboro. 

VIII.  Lottie  E.  Tate 

Avery  O'Brien Westchester  Station. 

Analysis. 

VII.      Mamie  O'Brien Westchester  Station. 

VI.  Willie  McDougall  . .  .Parrsboro. 

Letters,  Composition. 

II.        Evelyn  M.  Coates  . . .  Parrsboro. 
Gordon  A.  McRae  ...         " 
Edna  J.  McLeod  ....         i* 
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Letters,  Composition. 

I Y.        Leonard  Tattrie Acadia  Mines. 

Mary  B,  Patriquin ...       ••  •• 

Addie  Buck "  " 

v.         Minnie  Beadshun  . . .  Amherst. 

YI.        Fred  Douglas Acadia  Mines. 

Bella  Ferguson «•  •• 

Jennie  Howard *•  " 

YII.      Mabel  Betts •» 

Lizzie  Wilson •»  •* 

Maggie  Works *»  •• 

Clara  Fulton •>  " 

Media  Hiscox «•  <• 


11 

• . .  • 


I.. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  WORK. 
Geometry. 

IX.  Carrie  Sproul Parrsboro. 

Rose  E.  Wetherby  . .     .  •• 
Sarah  M.  Brown « 

X.  Jessie  M.  Pierce 
Mary  E.  Woodworth. 

Nellie  Leitch   •• 

Lome  Logan   Amherst. 

Helen  R.  Pipes «• 

Willie  G.  Pugsley  ...       •• 

XL        Bella  Smith Acadia  Mines. 

John  J.  McKeen ••  •• 

Commercial  Forms. 

X.  Lizzie  Myers Acadia  Mines. 

Lottie  Daye ••  " 

XI.  John  McEean <•  " 

Bella  Smith «  « 

Drawing. 

IX.        Frank  E.  Forrest.  ..Amherst. 

Eddie  Dumphy  . .  .  .Acadia  Mines 
Edgar  Ruggles «•  i* 

Botanical  Drawing. 

IX.  Stanley  McCulloch  . .  Acadia  Mines. 
Myrtle  Morrison  ....       "  •» 

X.  Lizzie  Myers •'  " 
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Freehand  and  Object  Drawing. 

X.  Lizzie  Myers Acadia  Mines. 

Goice  W.  Clark Amherst. 

Maggie  Acorn " 

XI.  John  J.  McEeen  ....  Acadia  Mines. 

Latin. 

IX.  Gussie  Holmes Parrsboro. 

Hattie  McKay •• 

Andrew  Murphy  ....         " 

X.  Holly  Leitch 

Joey  Gillespie »• 

Mary  E.  Wood  worth. 


11 


Algebra. 

IX.  '  Rose  E.  Hetherby  . . .  Parrsboro. 

Sarah  M.  Brown  ....         " 

Gussie  Holmes •• 

Mary  Thomas Acadia  Mines. 

Laura  Wilson «  •• 

X.  Mary  F.  O'Mullin  . .  .Parrsboro. 
Mary  E.  Woodworth .         »• 

XL        Derritt  E.  Elderkin .  .Amherst. 
Josie  Strothard  .....        <• 
John  McEean Acadia  Mines. 

Arithketic. 

IX.  Hattie  Daye Acadia  Mines. 

Eddie  Dumphy " 

Everett  H.  Young  . . .  Parrsboro. 

.  .    Sarah  M.  Brone " 

Rose  E.  Hatherby  ...  •• 

X.  Annie  Farrell n 

HoUvFritch   

Dennis  Blake «« 


II 


DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

W.  E.  MacLellan,  Esq.,  L.L.B.,  Inspector. 

High  School  Work. 

Drawing  Books. 

IX.  Adam  Bell  New  Glasgow  High  School. 

X.  Isabella  McEay  . . . .     "  •»  ••  " 
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Maps. 

X.  Pauline  Mitchell. . .  .River  John  High  School. 
Jean  A.  M.  Gordon. .     •«        ••»         ••         •» 

Mathematics. — Algebra. 

XI.  John  Roy New  Glasgow  High  School. 

Donald  Fraser »         ••  ••         •• 

X.         Hattie  Roy ••         »•  »•         •• 

IX.       Lillie  Wilson ••         •»  ••         •• 

Arithmetic. 
• 

IX.  Lillie  Wilson New  Glasgow  High  School. 

X.  Hattie  Roy •'  ••  ••  ^' 

Mabel  Grenough  . . .     ••  •»  ••  •• 

XI.  Donald  Fraser ••  ••  '       •'  " 

John  Roy »•  »*  ••  •« 

Trigonometry. 

XI.       Donald  Fraser New  Glasgow  High  School. 

John  Roy »•         "  ••         •• 

Natural  Science. — Mineralogy, 

X.         Annie  Eeay New  Glasgow  High  School. 

Mabel  Grenough   . . .    •*  »*  ••  i: 

Specimens  of  Mica  and  Gypsum  described. 


Chemistry. 

IX.  Mary  Murray New  Glasgow  High  School, 

X.  Hattie  Roy •»  »»  ••  «• 

Physics. 

XI.  John  Roy New  Glasgow  High  School. 

Foreign  Languages. 

XI.        Greek,  Stanley  McDonald,  New  Glasgow  High  Sch. 
Latm,  John  Roy  ...  "  n  *•        »» 

French,  Mary  McLeod,  "  '•  •»        •• 
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COMMON   SCHOOL  WORK. 
Writing. 

VII.  Laura  M.  Wile Old  Barns,  Colchester  Co. 

Hattie  D.  McCurdy .   •»         ••  ••  •• 

III.  Blanche  Bonnell . . .  .South  Branch,    '•  " 

IV.  Maggie  Dickie ••  "         '•  •• 

VIII.  Lottie  Burton Pine  Tree  School,  Pictou  Co. 

Annie  B.  Mitchell ..." 


Maps. 

VII.  Georgie  Olding Pine  Tree  School,  Pictou  Co. 

VIII,  Cassie  Ray " 

Lottie  Burton *'- 

VI L      Georgie  Burton " 

Louisa  J.  Burgess   . .  Old  Barns  School,  Col.  Co. 
VIII.     Bessie  Archibald  ..."        "  "         "      " 

Mabel  Chisholm "        "  "         "      " 

2  Copies  "  High  School  Monthly,"  New  Glasgow  High  School. 


DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Lunenburg  and  Queens. 

H.  H.  Mackintosh,  Esq.,  Inspector. 

Common  School  Work. 

1.  Copy  Books,  various  grades. 

2.  Drawing,  12  pencil  sketches. 

3.  Maps,  Mar,  Prov. ;  N.  America ;  Queens  Co. ;  Africa. 

4.  Accounts,  3  specimen  accounts. 

5.  Arithmetic,  grades  II.  to  VIII. 

6.  Grammar,  tabulated  analysis. 

7.  Composition. 

High  School  Work. 

1.  Book-keeping,  2  sets,  grades,  IX.  &  X. 

2.  Composition. 

5.     Mathematics,  various  grades. 
7.    Foreign  Languages,  Latin  Translations. 
10.     2  Specimens  Wood  Work, 

Photographs  of  School  Building. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

Antigonish  and  Guysboro'. 

Wm,  McIsaac,  B.  a.,  Esq.,  Inspector. 

Grade  IX. 
Grammar, — Examination  Paper. 

CompoHiiion, — Examination  Paper  and  criticism  on  Reading  Lesson 
Illustrated. 

Grades  IX  &  X. 

Drawing, — Freehand  Drawing  Books,  Nos.  5,  G,  7,  8. 

Grades  IX.,  X.,  XI.,  XII. 

Languages. — Latin,  Greek  and  French  model  exercises  in  answer  to 
set  questions. 

Maihemaiics. — Trigonometry,  Geometry,  Algebra,  Arithmetic,  Exam. 
Papers. 

Grade  IX. 
Lessons  on  Naitv^re. — Birds,  one  paper  illustrated. 

Grade  IX.  &X. 
History, — Answers  to  set  questions. 

Grade  XI. 

History  and  Geography, — The   Oriental   Monarchies,  illustrated   by 
Maps. 

Grades  X.  &  XL 

Clteviistry, — Examination  Papers. 

Physics, — Examination  papers. 

Grades  X.  &  XL 
English, — Criticism  and  Essays. 

Psychology, — Essay  on  Scope  and  Method  of  Psychology. 
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HALIFAX  CITY. 


Morris  Street  School. 

Map  of  Europe  (framed) ^. Leo  Michaels. 

Nova  Scotia  n      S.  Carman. 

Africa  n      S.  Carman. 

EncrJand         u      Rea  Dodge. 

Africa  n      Rea  Dodge. 

N.  America    i Alex.  Hobrecker. 

Asia  It      Alex.  Hobrecker. 

S.  America    n      •. . .  .Leo.  Michaels. 

Collection  of  Nova  Scotia  Plants,  67  dififerent  species  from  Grade 
VIL 

Sewing. — Grace  O'Connor,  Percy  Reynolds,  Sadie  Archard,  Minnie 
Bamslead. 

» 

Relief  Maps  of  Noi'th  America,  Nova  Scotia  and  Halifax  Co.,  by 
Willie  Woodbury,  Lancelot  Purcell,  Currie  Michaels,  Ethel 
Gardiner,  Grace  O'Connor^  Annie  Burgess,  Emily  Read, 
Lulie  BIqis,  Helen  Hermes. 

Drawing  Cards,  fvll  set. 

Tonic  Sol  Fa,  by  Edgar  Mason,  Dan  Home,  Helen  Burton,  Mamie 
Purcell,  Ettie  Bowser,  James  Elliott,  Herbert  Maynes, 
Gladys  Wood,  Robt.  Burgess,  Nellie  Guild,  Mabel  Goudge, 
Geo.  Ross,  Geo.  Hill,  Geo.  Woodman,  Phoebe  Hubley,  Sam 
Brown,  Susie  Cornelius,  Herbert  Brown,  Percy  Dimock, 
Gertrude  Bowser,  Berbie  Hopgood,  John  Gibb,  Alice 
Wright,  Harry  Hilton,  Percy  Reynolds,  Ethel  Grant,  Robert 
Hutchins. 

Model  Letters,  by  Nettie  Dennis,  Ijouise  Read,  Edith  Archibald,  Lon 
0*Donnell,  Edith  Read,  Geraldine  Murphy,  Emily  Angrove, 
Mabel  Creighton,  Clara  Wier,  Lena  Pickering,  Nita  Cald- 
well, Jean  Robinson,  Hannah  Hilton,  Jessie  Watt,  Nellie 
Bowes,  Bessie  Cline,  Etta  Cornelius,  Maude  Anderson,  Sadie 
Taylor,  Ella  Shields,  Minnie  Gammon,  Eva  Holloway,  Mary 
Eraser,  Emily  Hilton,  Bella  Little,  Kate  Belcher,  May  Cham- 
bers, Clara  Walters,  Fannie  Bliss,  Elsie  Yosnach,  Maude 
Mosher,  Josie  Chamberlain,  May  Carman. 

Arithmetic,  by  Louis  Read,  Nettie  Bowes,  Edith  Archibald,  May 
Eraser,  Fanny  Covey,  Mabel  Creighton,  Edith  Read,  Minnie 
Gammon,  Figiny  Bliss,  Etta  Cornelius,  Clara  Wier,  Lilian 
Reynolds,  May  Carman,  Lousia  O'Donnell,  May  Chambers, 
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Jean  Robinson.  Janie  Share,  Sadie  Taylor,  Lena  Pickering, 
Josie  Chamberlain,  Maude  Anderson,  Katie  Muirhead,  Bessie 
Olive,  Edith  Brown,  Ella  Shields,  Emily  Coyle,  Elsie 
Vosnach,  Emily  Hilton,  Qeraldine  Murphy,  Maude  Simson, 
Eva  Holloway,  Clara  Walter. 

Anali/ais  of  Complex  Sentences,  Edith  Read,  Edith  Archibald,  Maude 
Anderson,  Louise  Read.  Bessie  Olive,  Mary  Carman,  Nettie 
Bowes,  Mabel  Creighton,  Fanny  Bliss,  Qertrude  Currie, 
Etta  Cornelius,  Elsie  Vossnack,  Louise  O'Donnell,  Minnie 
Gammon. 

I 

Arithfnetic,  by  Maude  Simpson,  Josie  Chamberlain,  Lena  Pickering, 
May  F.  Chambers,  Clara  Walters,  Emily  C.  Angrove,  Katie 
Muirhead,  Geraldine  Murphy,  J.  Robinson,  Etta  Shields, 
Sella  Little,  Clara  Wier. 


CoMPTON  Avenue  School. 

Map-sewing  on  Cloth. — Isabela  Smith. 
Map  of  N.  S.,  Miriam  Morash. 
Map  of  North  Am.,  Georgie  Messervey. 

Seif^mg. — Lottie  Hart,  Grace  Hurshman,  May  Hurshman,  Florence 
Cross. 

Drawing  Books, — Florence  Mosher,  Ethel  Wollard,  Emma  Balcom. 

Model  Letter. — Eva  Covey,  Maude  Nickerson,  Clara  Cunew. 

Specimens  of  Writing. — Annie  Forbes,  Eva  Covey,  Maude  Nickerson. 

Arithmetic. — Minnie  Maxwell,  Maggie  Kennedy,Ethel  Brown,  Florence 
Ireland,  Gertrude  Blakeney,  Lillian  Beattie,  Bertram 
Goddard,  Jessie  Garrison,  James  Myers,  Florence  Ireland, 
Gerl^rude  Blakeney,  Lillian  Beattie,  Edna  Boutilier,  Ger- 
trude Curren,  Carrie  Dauphinee,  Jennie  Taylor,  Electa 
Dowden,  Blanche  Scriven,  Grace  Hurshman,  Willie  Hursh- 
man, Charles  Brinkman,  Bessie  Home,  Alfred  Cross, 
George  Mumford. 

Square  Decimeter. — Marion  Dalton,  Annie  0,Donnell,  Ethel  Goudge, 

Map  of  South  America. — Annie  Garrison. 

Map  of  Australia, — May  Ormeston, 

Map  of  North  America. — Clara  Curren. 

Map  of  Nova  Scotia. — Carrie  Dauphiney,  Gertrude  Curren,  Edna 
Boutilier,  Electa  Dowden,  Fred  Edmunds,  Ethel  Beattie. 

Original  Design. — Ethel  Brown,  Pauline  Parker,  May  Ormeston. 

Draxving. — Charles  Brinkman,  Reginald  Curren,  Ethel  Dauphiney, 
Nellie  Grant,  Alfred  Cross,  J.  Tough. 
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Russell  Street  School. 

Drawing, — Rich.  Westhaver,  Albert  Read,  Jas.  West,  Francis  Payne, 
John  Quess,  Edward  Hinch.  Geo.  Wormell,  Randall  Mc- 
Gillvray,  John  McArran,  Thos.  Gorman,  Chas.  Hartlen, 
Sears  Keating,  Peter  McGill,  Chas.  Keating,  Chas.  Pitman, 
Jos.  White,  Thos.  McCarron,  Geo.  McSweeney,  Chas.  Purdy, 
Allan  Hurley,  Norman  Oakes,  Daniel  Coleman,  Jeremiah 
Mooney,  Jas.  Service,  Wm.  Morrow,  Chas.  Vincent,  Hugh 
McDonald,  Fred  Griswold,  Joseph  Balfe,  Chas.  Purdy. 

Wintmg. — Chas.  Hartlen,  John  Cameron,  Randall  McGillvray,  Rich. 
Westhaver,  Peter  McGill,  Thos.  Williamson,  Thos.  Mc- 
Cannon,  Herbert  Morrow,  Thos.  Haye,  Fredk.  Bowler,  Jas. 
Hillman,  Chas.  Pitman,  Geo.  Evans,  Jas.  White,  Geo. 
McSweeny,  Chas.  Keating,  Allan  Hurley,  Norman  Oakes, 
Daniel  Coleman,  Jeremiah  Mooney,  Thos.  Malloy,  John 
Walsh,  Edward  Weaver,  Wm.  Lovett,  Fred.  Griswold, 
Chas.  Vincent,  Hugh  McDonald,  Alex.  Hector. 

Arithmetic, — Albert  Reed,  Francis  Payne,  Randall  McGillvray,  Ed- 
ward Hinch.  Sears  Keating,  Robert  Morrow,  Jas.  West, 
Chas.  Hartlen,  John  Guess,  Peter  McGill,  Geo.  McSweeney, 
William  Evans,  James  White,  Francis  McGillvray,  Hubert 
Morrow,  James  Hillman,  John  Feely,  Thomas  Williamson, 
Edward  Hartlen,  Allan  Hurley,  John  Jordan,  Jas.  Shea, 
Edward  West,  John  Ahem,  Norman  Oakes,  Daniel  Cole- 
man, Jeremiah  Mooney,  Thos.  Malloy,  John  Walsh,  Jas. 
Keating,  Eklward  Weaver,  Samuel  Goodwin,  CoUingwood 
Clarke,  Joseph  Meehan,  Henry  W.  Appleton,  W.  Lovett, 
Alex.  Hector,  Wm.  Morrow. 

ilfap8.-rA.llen  Hurley,  Jas.  White,  Norman  Oake.s,  Daniel  Coleman, 
Jeremiah  Mooney.  John  Walsh,  Geo.  Reid,  Allan  Hurley, 
D.  Coleman,  Jas.  Service,  Louis  Kaye,  George  Bede. 

Tonic  Sol  Fa, — .Peter  Mitchell. 

Analysis  and  Parsing. — Allan  Hurley,  Norman  Oakes,  Jeremiah 
Mooney. 


ST.  MARY'S  GIRLS'  SCHOOL. 

Original  Design. — A.  McEachren,  M.  Gorman,  L  Thomas,  M.  Butler, 
M.  Murphy,  N.  Sheehan,  E.  Mihan.  A.  Johnson,  K.  Lynch, 
B.  Cannan,  M.  Dickson,  M.  E.  White,  M.  Mills,  M.  Bennett, 
M.  Murphy,  M.  Smith,  L  Edwards,  H.  Larkin,  A.  Byers,  G. 
Pickles,  H.  McNeil,  L.  Walker,  F.  Leddy. 
booklets  of  Mottoes,  Original  Designs, 
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Object  Drawing, — J.  McMannus,  J.  0*Brien. 

26  maps  by  Jennie  O'Brien  and  others. 

Booklets  of  penmanship,  paper  cutting  designs,  maps,  arithmetic, 
composition,  commercial  forn.s,  etc.,  from  whole  classes  in  all  grades. 


ST.  PATRICK'S  BOYS'  SCHOOL. 

Book  Keeping. 
IX. — John  Fitzpatrick,  Geo.  B.  Fitzpatrick. 

AncouNTS. 

IX. — Geo.  J.  Lynch,  John  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Thos.  W.  Lynch,  Herbert 
Regan,  Thos.  W.  Lynch, 

Geometry. 

IX.— Thomas  W.  Lynch,  J.  W.  Vales,  Herbert  J.  Ryan,  W.   H. 
Campbell. 

Physics.  . 
IX.    Thos.  W.  Lynch,  V.  J.  Clancy. 

Arithmetic. 
IX.    J.  J.  Clancy. 

PfriTnciTiship. — John  Murphy,  L.  J.  Quain,  James  Perrin. 
Composition, — Lawrence  McQuain,  P.  Mulchey,  F.  Walsh.       » 
Ai^thnietic. — Ed.  DeVanney,  L.  McLain,  F.  Kelly, 
Commercial  Formti. — L.  McLain,  F.  Kelly,  J.  Murphy. 
Oinginal  Designs, — John  Murphy,  L.  McLain,  E.  Devanney. 
Outline  Maps. — L.  McLain,  J.  Murphy,  R.  Shaw. 


RICHMOND  SCHOOL. 

Oil  Painting, — John  Pickering, 

Wall  Maps, — Jas.  Brodie,  Fred  Kelly,  Harold  Rogers. 

Arithmetic— Grade  V. 
Isabella  Smith,  Mary  Hartlen,  Bessie  Williams,  Ada  Jackson, 
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Composition, — Lena  Smith,  Anna  McKenzie. 

Designing. — Jas.  Brodie,  Jane  Burgess,  Willie  Williams. 

Arithmettic. —Grade  V. 
Nettie  Blois. 

Anxdyais. — Jeannie  McKenzie,  Ina  Clarke. 

Decimeters. — Grade  VII. 

* 

Willie  McLaughlin,  Jos.  Morley. 

Composition. — Grade  VII. 

Irene   Williams,   Eva  Green,  Ina  Clark,  F.  E.   Stockall, 
Maude  Hillis. 

Forma  of  Account — Jos.  Morley,  Ina  Clarke,  Maggie  D.  McLaughlin, 

Decimeters. — Grade  VI. 
D.  R.  Turnbull. 

Original  desion. — Grade  II. 
Geo.  Ryan,  Cecil  Bloiu,  C,  Hefler. 

Composition. — Grade  II. 
Carvin  Kelly,  Ethel  Norris,  Edith  Hartlen. 

Arithmetic. — Grade  IV. 
Alice  Morley,  Beatrice  Hartlen. 

Composition. — Grade  IV. 

B.  Hartlen,  B.  McLauchlin,  Albert  Clark,  H.  Hefler,  D.  Drysdale, 
Hilton  Hann. 

Arithmetic. — Grade  IV. 

Jenette  Auld. 

Original  Design. — Grade  III. 

J.  J.   Abraham,  Jas.  A.  Mowatt,  J.  Pickering,  Percy  Blois,  Jas, 
Blackie. 


Several  seta  of  Copy  Books. 
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ALEXANDRA  SCHOOL. 
Original  Design.— Grade  VIII. 
Edith  Harnel,  L.  Jost. 

Freehand  Drawing. 

L.  Jo8t,  Clara  Boehner. 

Penmanship. — Grade  III. 
Daisy  West,  Mary  Smith. 

Sewing. — Grade  VIII. 

H.  Dnmaresq,  J.  Wilson,  Georgie  Moody. 

Maps. 

B.  B.  Connor,  Olive  Smith,  Edna  Berrin^er,  N.  DeWolf,  M.  Lessel, 
M.  Spencer,  A.  Sntherland,  E.  Taylor,  O.  Moody,  E.  Metzler,  C. 
Boehner,  J.  Gives,  L.  E.  Smith. 


LE  MARCHANT  ST.  SCHOOL. 
Writing. 

Grade  L— E.  Gebb,  H.  Grant,  A.  Veith ;  Grade  II.— T.  Uore,  F. 
Sullivan,  A.  Rosengreen;  Grade  III. — B.  Fry,  M.  Robinson,  W. 
Irons;  Grade  IV. — A.  Gibb,  M.  LaiJlaw.  A.  Horn;  Grade  V. — M. 
Sullivan,  J.  Dunlap;  Grade  VI. — E.  Rosengrreen,  J.  Melli.sh,  A. 
Yeaden,  M.  Carman. 

• 

Maps, — M.  Morrison,  K  Rosengreen. 

OrigiTud    Design. — N.    Rosengreen,    K    Parker,    M.    Morrison,    R. 
MacKintosh. 


HALIFAX   ACADEMY. 

Physiological  Chart,  by  Grace  Hart. 

Plan  of  Academy  Building,  by  Chas.  Johnson. 

o  I     J  CI        f  Words  by  Gladys  Fairbanks. 
School  Sonn  j  ^^^j^  y^^  ^^^^  Crawford. 
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o  i     7  a        (  Words  by  Jennie  Morton. 
School  Sang  ^  Music  by  Wm.  Chamberlain. 

Mineral  Map  N.  &,  by  Gordon  Ferris. 

General    specimens    of    Latin,    Greek,  French,   German,   English 
Composition  and  Mathematical  Exercises. 

Several  Original  Designs  and  Freehand  Drawings. 

A  box  of  Minerals. 

One  case  of  Manual  Training  Work  and  Drawings. 


TRURO  ACADEMY. 

Drawing. — Leslie  Smith.         ♦ 

P/ati.-— Jack  Bentley. 

Drawing.     (Eye.)    Grace  Ross. 

Original  Design, — Blanch  Smith,  John  Glassy. 

Object  Di^awing. — Clara  Linton,  Louis  Bradshaw. 

Maps, — Blanche  McKenzie. 

II     Canadian   RaUvjays. — Delina   Chisholm,  Blanche  Lee,  Bessie 
McMuUen. 

Drawings,    (Pencil,) — Gertie  Christie,  Mary  Qillis,  Raymond  Cutten, 
Truman  Bland,  Alice  McCallum,  Fred  Tupper. 


LUNENBURG  ACADEMY. 

Book-keeping. 

IX.    Jennot  Andersdn,  Marion  C.  McConnell. 
X.     Harry  M.  Hewitt. 

Business  Letters. 

IX.     Bernard   C.    Anderson,   Sydney   Morash,  Jeannette 
Anderson, 
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Geometry. 
Marion  C.  McCoanell,  Jeannetfce  Anderson. 

Algebra. 

IX.     Marion  C.  McConnell,  Jeannette  Anderson,  Violet  M. 
Schwartz. 
X.    F.  E.  Young,  Ethel  A.  Scott. 

Arithmetic. 

X.     Frances  E.  Young. 

IX.     Jennette  Anderson,  Lilla  E.  McLaughlin,  Marion  C 
McConnell. 

Maps. 
IX.     Bernard  C.  Anderson. 


LIVERPOOL  ACADEMY. 

Algebra. 

X.    Josie  Henderson. 
XI.    Josie  Dauphiney,  Mabel  Thomas. 

Practical  Mathematics. 
XL     Josie  Dauphiney,  George  Harrington,  Mabel  Thomas. 

Analysis. 

X.  Annie  McLearn. 
Josie  Henderson. 
Ethel  Dauphiney. 

Latin. 

XI.  Josie  Dauphiney. 
J.  Roland  Morton. 
Georgie  Harrington. 

Geometry 

X.  Sadie  Dexter,  Josie  Henderson,  Lizzie  Heraeon,  Mabel 

Thomas. 

XI.  Josie  Dauphiney. 

Trigonometry. 
XI.   Mabel  Thomas,  Georgie  Harrington,  Josie  Dauphiney. 
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Arithmetic. 

X.     Josie  Benderson,  Josie  Leslie, 
XT.   Mabel  Thomas. 

Maps. 
IX.     Arthur  Drew. 


DARTMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOr  L. 
Set  of  Book  Keeping. — Grade  IX. 

Annie  Baker,  Josie  OToole. 

Physics. 

Clara   Miller,  Josie  OToole,  Fred  Gates,  Grace   Kingston,  Maude 
Chisholm,  Annie  Baker,  Gertie  Gates. 

Arithmetic. 

Gertie  Gates,  Josie  OToole,  Annie  Baker,  Maude  Chisholm,  Laura 
Elliot,  Ella  Beck,  Fred  Gates,  Delia  Phener. 

Algebra. — Gertie  Gates,  Clara  Miller,  Ella  Beck,  Josie  OToole,  Fred 
Gates,  Grace  Kingston,  Annie  Baker. 

Geometry. — Clara  Miller,  Josie  OToole,  Gertie  Gates,  Grace  Kingston, 
Annie  Baker,  Fred  Gates,  Ella  Beck,  John  Oland. 

Drawing  froni  Uie  Flat. — Maude  Chisholm,  Gertie  Gates,  Ella  Beck, 
Annie  Baker,  Ralph  Elliot,  Clara  Miller,  Allan  Cunningham, 

Drawing  froni  the   Object, — Clara   Miller,   Maude  Chisholm,  Annie 
Baker. 


DARTMOUTH  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 
Writings. — Grade  VIIL 

Cassie  Thomas,  Bessie  Harrison,  Mary  Bell,  Lily  Edgecombe. 

Composition. 
Lottie  OToole,  Arthur  Winfield,  Osmund  Regan. 

Mercantile  Forms, 
Bertha  Morrison, 
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Maps. 

Winfred  A.  Winfield,  Leopold  Graham. 

Arithmetic. 
Harry  Murphy,  Ethel  Edgecombe,  Rita  Elliot. 

Maps.— Grade  VII. 

John  Graham,  Ed.  Whebby,  Hattie  Webber,  Frank  Grant,  Emma 
Burehell,  George  Wilson,  Harry  Black,  Kate  Dunbrack. 

Designs, — James  OToole,  Hattie  Webber,  Harry  Black,  Emma 
Burehell. 

Writing. — Hattie  Webber,  Emma  Burehell,  Katie  Day,  Idalia  Innes, 
Laura  Frazee. 

Arithmetic. — Harry  Hall,  Hattie  Webber,  Harry  Black,  Florence 
Mclnnea,  Florence  Miller. 

Writino. — Grade  VI. 

Harry  Storey,  Ida  Harlowe,  Vincent  Grant,  Sadie  Wisdom,  Ida 
Glendenning,  Etta  Weston,  Lizzie  Lewis,  Arthur  Brown. 

Composition, — Ida  Harlowe,  Alfred  Davis,  Beatrice  Angwin,  Ida 
Glendenning. 

Arithmetic, — Martin  Eager,  Sadie  Wisdom,  Arthur  Publico ver. 

Maps, — Harry    Story,    Blanche    Eaton.    Kenneth    Forbes,    Arthur 
Creighton. 

Designs, — Bessie  Collins,  Stewart  Wisdom,  Stather  Brown,  Arthur 
Publico  ver.  Eager  Levy,  Willie  Bishop. 

Maps. — Ida  Harlowe,  Mervin  Hilton,  Vincent  Grant,  Stather  Brown^ 
Arthur  Publicovcr,  George  Whelpley,  Chas.  Allen. 

Writing. — Grade  V. 

Frank  Lovett,  Maurice  Webber,  George  Short,  Daisy  Smith,  Ethel 
Gates,  James  Stevens,  Helen  McLeod. 

Arithmetic, — Laura  Crimp,  Minnie  Marks,  Jemima  Myrer,  Eva 
Sircom,  Daisy  Smith,  Helen  McLeod,  Lulu  Austen,  Edith 
Ferguson,  George  Short,  Florence  Millard. 

Maps. — Helen  McLeod,  Angus  Hilton,  Maurice  Webber,  Harry  Richie. 

Designs, — Frank  Woodbury,  James  Stevens,  Angus  Hilton,  Ernest 
Shrum,  Laura  Crimp,  George  Short,  Lulvi  Austen, 
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Writing. — Grade  IV. 

Frank  O'Hanley,  Murray  Merson,  Peter  Mclnnes,  Gertie  Colbert, 
Percy  Gammon,  Nellie  Bell,  Eliza  Devan,  Eliza  Graham,  Alice 
Prescott,  Mary  Buchanan,  Annie  Power,  Roy  Forbes,  Amy  Gillis. 

Arithmetic. — Jas.  Colter,  Elizabeth  Courtney,  Maude  Griswold,  Eliza 
Wilson,  Mary  Chapman,  Percy  Gammon,  Florence* Hun- 
stone. 

Fen7nan8hip.—-B.e\en  Vickery. 

Arithmetic, — Nellie  Bell,  Annie  O'Toole,  Katie  Miller,  Frank  O'Hanley, 
Wilfred  Hilchey,  Robert  Strachan,  Roy  Forbes,  Nellie 
Harlowe. 

Maps. — Nellie  Harlowe,  Nellie  Bell,  Hugh  O'Toole,  Archie  Zwicker. 

Designs. — Warren  Jenkins,  Rita  Loomer,  Norman  Merson,  Laura 
Nauss,  Wm.  Martin,  William  Beehan,  John  Walker,  Flory 
James,  Brenton  Eaton,  Laura  Monroe,  Nellie  Crocker, 
Frattk  O'Hanley,  Murray  Mersou.- 

Grade  III. 

Writing. — Janie  McKay,  Pearl  Kenty,  Ethel  Hutchins,  A.  Graham, 
Archie  Zwicker. 

« 

Colored  School. 
Composition. — Sarah  Boulo,  Fred  Borden. 
Designs, — Florence  Tynes,  Clara  Lee,  Maggie  Green. 
Map, — Sarah  Boulo. 


BRIDGEWATER  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Bracket — Fred.  Beardsley. 

Writing  Desk. — Eddie  Hoyt. 

Drawing,  Grade  X. — Maud  Hebb. 

Business  Letter,  Grade  X. — John  Simonson. 

Essay  on  Bridgewater,  Grade  X. — Bertha  Simonson. 

Geometry,  Grade  IX. — Grace  Wagner. 

Book'keepingy  Grade  X. — J.  S.  Simonson. 
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LUNENBURG  SCHOOL. 
Copy  Books. 

Grade  II.     — Lillian  Naas. 

IV.  — Ada  C.  Steventnan,  Eva  B.  Back. 

V.  — Loretta  Borgill. 
VL    — Mary  Wilson. 
VII.  —Kate  Ross. 

• 
Essay  on  "Nature." 

Grade  VII.  — Kate  Ross, 

BOOK-KEEPINU. 

Grade  VIII.— Ella  Smith. 

Business  Accounts. 
Grade  VIII.-r-Leone  Mason,  Jessie  Smith,  Maggie  Silver. 

Analysis. 
Grade  VI.    — Helen  Wolfe,  Flora  Drew,  Bessie  Mullins. 
VIII.— Ellie  M.  Kempton. 

Arithmetic. 
Grade  VI.    — Helen  Wolfe,  Lillie  Johnson,  Flora  Drew. 

VIII. — Ellie    Kempton,  Rose    Ford,    Everett    N. 

Dominie,  Chas.    McL.   Kempton,  Jennie 

Smith. 
VII.  — Kate  Ross,  Bertha  Schnare,  Maggie  Silver. 

II.  — Ralph  Selig,  Laura  Smith. 

III.  — Eva  B.  Beck,  Hattie  L.  Young. 

IV.  — Ina  B.  Prince. 

V.  — Evelina  Eisenhauer. 

Analysis. 

CJrade  VII.  — Kate  Ross. 

Maps. 

Grade  VIII.— Fred.  Hewitt,  Roslyn  Haugle,  Maggie  Sil- 

ver,  Leone  Mason,  EUlen  Maxner. 
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HALIFAX  LADIES'  COLLEGE. 
Photographs. 

1.  Exterior  of  Buildings. 

2.  Entrance  Hall. 

3.  Dining  Hall. 

4.  Assembly  Room.  / 

5.  English  Class  Room. 

6.  Studio. 

7.  Laboratory. 

8.  Calisthenics  Class  in  Convocation  Hall. 

ft 

Microscopic  Slides  and  Salts  Prepared  by  the  Students  in 

THE  Laboratory. 

Slides, 

1-  8. — Sections  of  Kidney  of  Rabbit. 
9-12. —        I.  Tongue  u 

13-16. —        ti  Liver  h 

17-19._        „  Wall  of  Intestine  of  Rabbit. 

20-^21.— Muscle  Fibres  of  Leg  of  Rabbit. 
22-23.—      ..  ..  Heart  i. 

24. —      It  II  (Esophagus  of  Rabbit. 

25-28. — Human  Hair. 

29. — Scales  of  Epithelium. 
30-32. — Cross  Section  of  Pine  Stem. 

33. — Longitudinal  Section  of  Pine  Stem. 
34-35. — Epidermis  of  Pine  Needle. 

36. — Cross  Section  of  Pine  Needle. 

37. — Epidermis  of  Fern. 

Salts, 

38. — Zinc  Sulphate.  43. — Ammonium  Sulphate. 

39. — Lead  Nitrate.  44. — Potassium  Nitrate. 

40. — Cupric  Sulphate.  45. — Sodium  Nitrate. 

41. — Ferrous  Sulphate.  46. — Sodium  Sulphate. 

42. — Ammonium  Chloride.  47. — Potassium  Chloride. 

Art 

48. — Study  in  Charcoal  from  Cast.    (Venus  of  Milo.) 

49. — Still  Life  Study  in  Water  color.     (Oranges.) 

50. — Still  Life  Study  in  Oils.    (Vase  of  Crysanthemums.) 
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CHURCH  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

Windsor,  N.  S. 

Paintings. 

1.  Pansies. — Sadie  Forster. 

2.  Two  of  tlie  Fencing  Class, — Anna  Sterns. 

3.  Dog, — Anna  Sterns. 

4.  Peaches, — Ethel  Davies. 

5.  On  Fei^y  Hill, — Margaret  Leckie. 

6.  Stairway  and  Corriaoi\ — Edyth  White. 

7.  Study  in  Shading, — Ethel  Davies. 

8.  Copy, — Margaret  Leckie. 

9.  The  Ferry  Bridge, — Louie  Jack. 


Photographs. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

Old  and  New  Building. 

New  Building. 

Entrance  Hall,  New  Building. 

4. 
5. 

Reception  Room. 
Corridor. 

6. 

Class  Room,  No.  3. 

7. 

Class  Room,  No.  4. 

8. 

School  Room. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

Library. 
Dining  Room. 
Corridor. 

12. 

Lady  Principars  Room. 
Interior  of  Dormitory. 

13. 

14. 

Bedroom. 

15. 

ti 

16. 

It 

ACADIA  SEMINARY. 

wolfville,  n.  s. 
Drawings  and  Paintings. 

1.  Ornament. — M.  J.  Eaton. 

2.  Ears  and  Eye. — J.  Brison. 

3.  Models. — E.  Shand. 

4.  Steps  and  Cube. — ^J.  Brison. 

5.  Nose  and  Hand. — J.  Brison  and  M.  McKean. 
G.  Lily. — Edna  Wyman. 

7.  Apples. — M.  J.  Eaton. 

8.  Monk. — G.  Cunningham. 


I 


I 
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9.  Model. — J.  •Brison. 

10.  Skeleton  Cube. — J.  Brison. 

11.  Apples. — Alice  Bishop. 

12.  Banana  and  Lemon. — O.  Cunningham  and  A.  Bishop. 

13.  Apples. — Edna  Wyman. 

14.  Acanthus  Scroll. — G.  Cunnin|B;ham.   ^ 

Oils. 

• 

1.  Blue  Heron. — Minnie  Ohipmau. 

2.  Pansie  and  Mayflower. — Minnie  Chipman. 

3.  Still  Life.— Carrie  Chute. 

4.  Apples,  Still  Life. — M.  McKeen. 

5.  Still  Life. — Bessie  Hatfield. 
G.  Apples. — Jessie  Burton. 


VICTORIA   SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND   DESIGN. 

Frame  Nos.  1,  2  &  3. — Six  Diagrams  each. 

»»         "     4. — Power  s  Nut-lock  (patent  applied  for). 
••         »•     5. — Six  Blue  Prints,  Tracings  and  Drawings. 
Bv  J.  Dustan,  Senior  Mechanical  Class. 

Frame  Nos.  G  k,  7. — Drawing  of  Spike  and  McLeod's  Compound  Fife 

Alarm  Box. 
"  ••      8  &  9. — Twelve  Diagrams. 

By  R.  J.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Senior  Mechanical  Class. 

Frame  No.  10.— -Pillow  Block,  etc. 

By  F.  M.  Burton,  Senior  Mechanical  Class. 

Frame  No.  11. — Plan  and  Section  of  Vertical  Boiler. 
"        "    12. — Original  Design  High  Pressure  Engine. 
By  B.  A.  Romans,  Senior  Mechanical  Class. 

Frame  No.  13.— Throttle  Valve. 

By  T.  W.  Fulton,  Senior  Mech.  Class. 

Architectural  Class. 

Frame  No.  14. — Permanent  Fortification. 
By  W.  M.  Doull. 

Frame  No.  15. — Permanent  Fortification. 
By  Percy  Lea. 

Frame  Nos.  16  &  17. — Geometrical  Drawings. 
By  R.  T.  Gough. 


162 


WORLD^S  FAIR. 


Frame  No.  18. — Original  Design  for  an  Artizan's  Dwelling  House,  also 
'•     19. — Section  and  Framing  plans. 
By  L.  G.  Archbald. 


II 


Fine  Akt  Division. 

Frame  No.  21.-^0riginal  Study,  View  from  Halifax  County  Academy, 
By  Miss  M.  Graliam. 

Frame  Nos.  21  &  22. — Original  Studiqs,  Flowers,  Oak  Leaves. 
By  Mi.s8  A.  Vondy. 

Frame  No.  23. — Original  Studies. 
By  Lewis  E.  Smith. 

Frames  Nos.  24  fc  25. — Original  Studies,  Flowers  from  Nature. 
By  Miss  E.  A.  Smith. 


PHOTOGRAPHS.. 

A. — PicTou  Academy. 

1 .  Pictou  Town  and  Academy. 

2.  (Ink  Drawing.)    Pictou  Academy. 

3  &  4.    Group  of  Mammalia,  Pictou  Academy  Museum. 

Hawks,  etc., 
Eagles, 
•  Fish  Hawks,  etc., 
Pelican,  etc., 
Herons,  etc., 
Song  Birds, 
Nine  cases  of  Insects, 


o. 

G. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


If 


II 


II 


II 


It 


II 


II 


II 


If 

II 
II 

II 


II 
11 


B. — Kino's  College. 


1.  King's  College  Buildings. 

2.  King's  College. 

3.  Memorial  Chapel,  King's  College. 
"  ••       (interior)  Kings  College. 

Convocation  Hall, 

"  "     (interior) 

7.  Library  and  Museum. 

8.  Students  Reading  Room, 

Sitting 
Dining 

11.     Entrance  Hall 

12  &  13.     King  George's  Charter, 


4. 
o. 
6. 


9. 
10. 


II 
It 


II 
II 
tl 


II 
II 
II 
It 
II 
II 
II 
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C— Church  School  for  Girls,  Windsor. 

1,     View  of  Old  and  New  Buildings. 


2. 

It- 

New  Building. 

3. 

II 

Entrance  Hall. 

4. 

(1 

Pdncipars  Reeeption  Room. 

5. 

II 

Corridor. 

6. 

11 

Class  Room,  No.  3. 

7- 

H 

II         II         II    4. 

8. 

• 

II 

School  Room. 

9. 

II 

Library. 

10. 

II 

Dining  Room. 
Corridor. 

11. 

II 

12. 

It 

Principal's  Room. 

13. 

II 

Interior  of  Dormitory. 
Room  with  three  Beds. 

14. 

II 

15.  16. 

II 

Rooms  with  two  Beds. 

17. 

11 

Fencing  Class. 

D.— A<ADiA  Ladies'  Seminarv,  Wolfville. 

1.  Acadia  Seminary  Building.    : 

2.  Principars  Room. 

3.  Reception         •* 

4.  Studio. 

5.  Alumnip  Hall. 
G.  Gymnasium. 

7.  Dining  Hall. 

8.  Science  Room, 
y.     Lower  Corridor. 

10,  11.     Teachers'  Rooms. 

12.  Class  Room. 

13.  Student's  Koom. 

E.— Acadia  College,  Wolfville. 

1.  Acadia  College. 

2.  Convocation  Hall. 

3.  Dining  Room. 

4.  Library. 

5.  Ball  Ground. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

1.  Collingwood,  Cum.  Co.  2.  Middleton,  Anna.  Co.,  (two  deptsV 
3.  Gowrift  iVIine'4.  C.  B,  (four  depU).  4.  Bridgeport,  C.  B.,  (four 
depts.)  5.  Berwick,  Kings  Co.  6.  Briilgewate  ,  Lun.  Co.  7.  Bridge- 
town, Anna.  Co.  8.  North  Sydney,  C.  B.,  (sisters).  9.  North  Syd- 
ney, C.  B.     10.  Lunenburg.     11-16.  Sydney,  C.  B.     12.  Dartroonth 
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(Central  Qreenvale,  North  Park).  17.  Barr'mgtoB  Pa.ssafi:e,  Shel.  Co. 
18.  Lockeport,  She).  Co.  *19  &  20.  Springhill,  Cum.  Co..  (H.  Road. 
Central).  21.  Liverpool.  22.  Tartnouth.  23.  Lunenburg  Academy. 
24.  Sydney  Acad.  25.  Digby  Acad.  25.  Amherst  Acad.  2G.  Nor- 
mal School.  27.  Convent  School,  Sydney.  28.  Convent  School. 
North  Sydney.  29.  Morris  Street  School,  Halifajc  80  St.  Mary  s 
Boys.  Halifax.  31.  St.  Mary's  Girls,  Halifax.  32.  Alexandra,  Hali< 
fax.  33.  Halifax  County  Academy.  34.  Halif'ix  Academy  Cadets 
and  Armory.     35.     St.  Ninian's  Street  School. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

36.  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Halifax.  37.  Teachers 
and  Piipils  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  38.  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Spelling ''  Halifax."  39.  Teaching  "  e  "  to  Deaf  and  Dtiml. 
40.  Teaching  "  o  "  to  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Halifax  Ladtfs'  College. 


41.     Halifax  Ladies*  Colleije  Exterior. 


42. 

Entrance  Ilall. 

43. 

Dining  Hall. 

44- 
45. 
46. 

**        *■- 

Assembly  Room. 
English.  Class  Room. 
Studio. 

47. 

48. 

Laboratory. 
Calisthenics. 

Dalhousie  Colleok. 
49.     Arts  Library.     50.  Law  Library. 


51.  St.  Francis  Xavier's  College. 

52.  St.  Bernard's  Convent. 

53.  Presbyterian  College,  Pine  Hill,  Halifax. 


School  for  the  Blind,  Halifax. 

A  fine  assortment  of  special  books  and  apparatus  used  in  the 
instruction  of  the  blind,  with  specimens  of  pupils'  work  and  photo- 
graphs of  buildings,  rooms,  etc. 

Dalhousie  College. 
Enlarged  mounted  photograph  of  building. 

Kino's  Collecje. 

Engineering  Department, — Large  Mechanici^l  Drawings,  Design 
for  a  Bridge. 


WORLD'S  FAIR.  166 


Other  Exhibits. 

Large  Map  of  Nova  Scotia  showing  every  School  house,  Academy, 
College,  and  University  in  the  Province. 

A  collection  of  Photographs  illustrating  the  scenery  of  the  Province. 
A  collection  of  Enlarged  and  Mounted  Photographs  illustrating  the 
Scenery  of  the  Province. 


BOUND  VOLUMES. 

1.  University  King's  College  Cal.  1890-3. 

2.  t.  Acadia         ..        ..    1888-93. 

3.  „  Presbyterian        ..    1889-93. 

4.  ..  Dalhousie  ••    1878-93. 

5.  Courses  of  study,  Acad.,  etc.,  '93. 

6.  University  Periodicals,  Dalhousie  Gazette,  Vols.  XXIV.-XXV. 

7.  College  Periodicals. 

8.  High  School  Periodicals.     (Pictou,  Sydney,  New  Glasgow.) 

9.  Educational  Reports  (1878-1885). 

10.  "  "       (1885-1892). 

11.  Education  Journal  (1885-1892). 

1 2.  Copy  Books. 

13.  ••  •♦ 

14.  15,  16.     Exercises  County  Academies  (Halifax,  Antigonish). 

17.  Blank  Forms  Educational  Department. 

18.  A  case  of  the  Books  prescribed  for  the  Public  Schools  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

Note. — It  is  unfortunate  that  a  detailed  list  of  the  Normal  School 
Exhibit  cannot  be  given.  No  lists  were  supplied  to  me  with  the 
articles.  The  work,  however,  as  already  stated  was  particularly 
good.  Deserving  of  special  mention  were  the  illustrated  Nature 
Lessons,  the  clay  modellings  from  the  pupils  of  Miss  O.  Smith's 
Studio,  a  mineral  map  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  several  freehand  drawings 
and  original  designs  in  tinted  papers. 

Official  information  has  not  yet  been  received  of  the  opinion  of  the 
judges,  but  by  a  private  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Canadian 
Section  of  the  Educational  Department,  Mr.  Wm.  Morton,  I  learn  that 
we  have  won  neven  awards  out  of  the  ten  classes  into  which  the 
exhibit  was  divided.  If  this  proves  to  be  correct  it  will  be  most 
gratifying  to  you  after  your  untiring  efforts  to  have  Nova  Scotia  well 
represented  in  the  work  of  your  department. 

A.  McE. 
.Halifax,  November,  1893.  Adv.  Com.  for  N.  S, 
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APPENDIX    F. 


SUMMER    SCHOOL    OF   SCIENt)E 

FOR    THE 

ATLANTIC  PROVINCES  OF  CANADA. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

.    Sir,— 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Summer  School  of  Science,  it 
is  desirable  that  I  should  present, a  short  report  of  the  work  of  its  last 
session. 

An  excellent  calendar  of  twenty-four  passes  was  published  several 
months  in  advance.  It  gave  a  good  outline  of  the  various  subjects  to 
be  studied  and  many  interesting  facts  regarding  the  methods,  of 
study,  &c. 

This  enabled  the  students  to  read  up  in  advance  on  the  particular 
topics  selected. 

The  School  was  opened  in  the  Convocation  Hall  of  Mount  Allison 
University,  Sackville,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  of  July  and  remained 
in  session  until  the  21st 

There  were  105  ladies  and  gentlemen  enrolled  as  students,  nearly 
all  of  them  being  teachers — 49  from  Nova  Scotia,  52  from  Nev^ 
Brunswick,  2  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  1  from  Newfoundland  and 
1  from  the  United  States. 

Several  hours  each  day  were  devoted  to  dass-roora  work — mostly 
laboratory  work,  conducted  by  some  of  the  ablest  Principals  and 
Professors  of  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Excursions  were  made  to  various  places  of  scientific  or  historical 
interest  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sackville. 

The  students  heard  lectures  from  various  distinguished  speakers — 
among  others,  Attorney  General  Longley,  on  "  Patriotism  in  the 
Public  Schools." 
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Tbe^  also  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Amherst, 
Sackville  and  otherplaces,  whicfi  vied  with  each  other  in  showing  them 
every  attention.  Foremost  among  those  who  thus  honored  them 
were  President  Allison  and  Dr.  Borden  of  Mt.  Allison. 

An  "Educational  Symposium"  and  ''Round  Table  Talk'' — novel 
and  most  successful  features  of  this  season,  were  introduced  bv  the 
president,  Dr.  Hall. 

Most  interesting  and  profitable  discussion  aro^e  out  of  the  reading 
of  the  following  papers  : 

"  University  Extension/'  by  Prof.  Andrews,  Mount  Allison. 
*  Manual  Training,"  by  W.  T.  Kennedy,  Halifax  Academy. 
"  Comenius,*'  by  Principal  Brown,  Bridgetown. 
"  Herbart,"  by  Miss  Moselv,  Morris  Street  School,  Halifax. 
"  Pestalozzi,*'  by  B.  F,  Porter,  Truro. 

At  the  close  of  the  school,  certificates  wero  awarded  to  those  who 
passed  their  examinationfl  as  follows  :— 


Phynh'S : — 


W.  E.  Outhit,  Halifax. 
W.  A.  Warren,  Sackville. 


Physiology: — 


Clara  M.  Archibald,  Amherst. 

Anna  Creel  man,  Stewiacke. 

Emma  J.  Bacon,  Digbv. 

Sara  J.  Patterson,  Linden,  Cumberland  Co. 

Ethel  Thompson,  Sackville. 


Zoology : — 


K.  A.  McKenzie,  North  Sydney. 

Edith  A.  Annis,  Liverpool. 

Sadie  Hall,  Port  Hilford. 

Victoria  L  Ernst,  Liverpool. 

P.  F.  Martin,  Harbor  Grace,  Newfoundland. 

Mineralogy : — 

Victoria  L  Ernst,  Liverpool. 
Annie  Creelman,  Stewiacke. 

The  summer  school  is  doing  much  to  improve  the  teachers  who 
attend  it,  and  through  them  to  raise  the  standard  of  science  teaching 
among  teachers  generally  throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Not  being  in  possession  of  the  Secretary's  books,  I  am  unable  to 
present  as  full  a  report  as  I  consider  desirable. 
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The  next  session  of  the  school  will  be  held  in  Charlottetown,-  from 
the  4th  to  the  19th  of  Julv,  1894. 

I  append  a  list  of  officers  and  instructors  to  show  that  an  institu- 
tion under  such  management  must  be  in  the  highest  degree  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  the  teachers'  profession  and  of  the  educational 
authorities. 

,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   McKAY. 

Supei'viRor  of  Schools. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  November,  1893. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL  OF  SCIfiNGE,  1894. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  Session  will  be  held  in  the  Philljar- 
monic  Hall,  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  on  Wednesday,  July  4th,  at  8  p.m. 
D.  J.  McLeod,  Esq..  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education,  will  preside. 
Dr.  Anderson,  President  of  Prince .  of  Wales,  College,  will  welcome 
the  School  on  behalf  of  the  educationists  of  the  Province,  and  Hon. 
L.  H.  Davies,  M.  P.,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Charlottetown. 
Replies  will  bo  given  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  Rev.  W.  W. 
Andrews,  M.  A.,  President  of  the  School  of  Science,  will  deliver  the 
opening  address  to  the  School. 

Addresses  will  also  be  given  by  prominent  gentlemen  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.     Good  music  will  be  provided. 

After  the  meeting,  to  permit  the  members  of  the  School  to  become 
acquainted  with  each  other  and  with  the  citizens,  a  reception  will  be 
held  by  the  President  of  the  School. 


OFFICERS.— 1894. 


President. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Andrews,  M.  A.,  ML  Allison  Uaiversit;/. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Prof.  Brittain,  Provincial  Nonn'il  S  hool,  Fredericton. 
.    Principal  Lay,  Amiterst  Academy. 
F.  Bain,  Esq.,  North  River,  Queen/i  Co.,  P.  E.  L 
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Secretaky-Treasuker. 
J.  D.  Seaniai),  Escj.,  Prince  Street  Sc/iool,  Charlotfctuv.n, 

ExEct'TivK  Committee. 

W.  T.  Kenned^',  Esq.,  Principal  Uultoii, 

Prof.  Coldwell,  iMiss  L.  J.  Landers. 

The  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer. 

FACULTY. 

Astronomy. 
Principal  A.  Cameron Coiuity  Academy,  Yarmouth 

Botany. 

G.  U.  Hay,  Ph.  B High  SdtooL  St,  John 

Nettie  Forbes,  B.  A Caunty  Academy,  Varmouth 

Chemistry. 
Prof.  Brittain Normal  Softool,  Frederictoii 

Civics. 
W.  T.  Kennedy,  Esw Cov.niy  Academy,  Halifax 

Elocution. 
Miss  L.  J.  Landers Mount  Allison  University,  Saclcville 

English  Literature. 
Principal  A.  Cameron County  Acadenni,  Yarmouth 

Geolocjy  and  Mineralogy. 
Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwell Acadia  Colleije,  Wolfville 

Kindergarten. 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Pa'ITERson Truro 

Music  (Tonic  Sol-Fa.) 
Rev.  Jas.  Anderson,  M.  A Toronto 

Pedagogics. 
Prof.  Frank  Eaton Kentvillc 

Physics. 
Uev.  W.  W.  Andrews,  M.  A Mt.Unicersity   Allison,  SackvilU' 

PHYSlOLOCiY. 

Jas.  Uorsey,  M.  D : Charlottetotrn 

Psychology. 
J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D Xoriual  School,  Truro 

Zoology. 
Principal  (J.  J.  Oultun    Dorchester 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  EDUCATION 


ON    THE 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


FOR   THE    YEAR    ENDED    3Ist    JULY, 


HALIFAX,    N.    S.  : 
COMMISSIONER   OF  PUBLIC  WOllKS  AND  MINKS,  QUKKN'S  PRINTER. 

1895. 


Sir:— 


EDUCATION    OFFICE. 

Halifax,  January,  1895. 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  His 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-G(jvernor,  ray  report  on  the  Public  Schools 
of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  July  31,  1894. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MacKAY, 
Superintendent  of  Education, 

To  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding,  M.P.P., 
Provincial  Secretary, 
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GENERAL    REPORT,    1894. 


ANNUAL   REPORT 

ON    THE 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


To  His  Honor  Malachy  Bowes  Daly, 

Lieuten ant- Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  : 

May  it  Please  Your  Honor, — 

I  beer  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  annual  report  on 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended  31st 
July,  1894. 

For  much  detail  that  mifi;ht  otherwise  appear  in  this  Annual 
Report,  I  refer  you  to  the  two  nujnbers  of  the  Journal  of  Education, 
issued  according  to  law  in  April  and  ()ctoV)er  respectively,  which 
contain,  among  other  items,  a  list  of  teachers,  with  the  amount  of 
the  Provincial  Grant  paid  each,  and  of  the  school  sections,  with  the 
amount  of  County  Fund  distributed  to  each. 

As  the  previous  school  year  was  only  three-fourths  of  a  calendar 
year,  on  account  of  its  being  a  transition  term  between  the  old  and 
the  new  school  year,  there  is  the  same  inconvenience  in  the  comparison 
of  some  of  the  statistics  tabulated  as  was  referred  to  in  my  last  report. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  more  than  one  of  the  Inspectors 
in  Appendix  B,  the  statistics  taken  this  year  from  the  Registers  are 
not  only  more  full  but  also  more  accurate  than  ever  before.  Special 
care  is  now  taken  to  have  as  many  items  as  possible  compiled  when 
there  is  leisure,  and  to  have  them  in  the  Registers  open  to  the  inspec* 
tion  of  all  school  visitors  during  the  term. 

The  school  year  has  been  one  of  remarkable  activity  in  every 
department  of  educational  work. 

Notwithstanding  the  possibility  that  the  late  changes  in  the  law 
might  produce  a  stringency  beyond  that  estimated  in  the  supply  of 
teachers,  before  the  country  could  adapt  itself  to  the  new  conditions, 
the  number  of  sections  without  school  was  GO  less  than  the  previous 
term.     The    number   of   teachers  also  increased,   the  increase   being 
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mainly  in  teachers  of  experience,  and  those  with  Normal  School 
training,  the  increase  in  the  latter  being  91  over  the  408  of  the 
previous  term. 

It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  average  salaries  of  the  higher 
classes  of  teachers  continue  to  rise,  thus  demonstrating  a  growing 
appreciation  of  their  services  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  holding 
out  the  hope  that  the  profession  of  teaching  may  continue  to  attract 
into  its  ranks  more  and  more  of  the  men  and  women  of  culture,  tact, 
and  force. 

As  compared  with  the  last  full  school  year,  the  salaries  of  male 
teachers  of  the  classes  A  &  B  advanced  J32.0() ;  of  female  B  teachers, 
$23.45  ;  of  male  teachers  of  class  C,  $20.31  ;  of  female  teachei's  of  class 
C,  $3.69  ;  of  mole  teachers  of  class  D,  $0.65.  But  we  must  stop,  for  the 
average  salary  of  class  D  female  teachers,  with  their  own  consent,  as 
well  as  with  their  trustees'  estimate,  decreased  $1.93.  It  is  gratifying 
to  observe  that  this  general  advance  had  been  going  on  before  the 
increased  provincial  grant  voted  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature 
began  to  affect  salaries. 

During  the  past  two  years  I  called  attention  to  the  remarkable 
interest  shown  in  the  improvement  of  school  buildings.  This  interest, 
instead  of  abating,  is  still  increasing,  and  at  so  remarkable  a  rate  that 
I  venture  no  further  comment  beyond  the  figures  for  the  past  four 
years. 

Sections*  S4>ctioii8*  rote 

Year.  Total  vute  for  Buildinjfs 

Ann.  Ucetin^;.  and  Repairs. 

1891 $341,655  $  51,421 

1892 313,229  96,788 

1893(1  year) 413.448  95,6-7 

1894 454,200  134,710 

The  estimated  value  of  the  literary  and  scientific  equipments  of 
the  schools  has  also  increased  during  the  vear  from  $28,728.36  to 
$33,589.58. 

The  eoiiimon  school  course  of  study,  outlining  what  experience  in 
our  best  schools  for  a  nujnber  of  years  suggested  as  the  best  co-ordina- 
tion of  school  work  from  year  to  year  for  the  first  eight  years  of 
school  life,  so  as  to  give,  in  the  hands  of  a  competent  teacher,  about 
enough  work  for  the  pupil  of  average  ability  without  interfering 
with  the  proper  amount  of  home  recreations  and  moderate  extra  home 
studies,  has  been  revi>ed  since  its  publication  in  the  En ucation  Report 
of  1885,  ten  years  ago,  principally  with  the  object  of  reducing  the 
memory  work.  This  cour.«e  was  the  outcome  of  a  series  of  Provincial 
Educatiunal  Associations,  in  which  committees  representing  all  the 
leading  schools  in  the  province,  and  drawing  on  the  experience  of 
other  countries,  discussed  and  modified  from  year  to  year  the  original 
draft  under  the  criticism  of  the  teachers  of  the  province  in  convention 
assembled.  The  lack  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  untrained  teachers, 
whom  we  must  still  accept  in  most  of  our  schools,  was  since  shown  in 
the  too  great  stress  laid  on  the  memorization  of  text  books.     The 
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object  of  the  revision  was  the  lessening  of  such  work,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  omission  altogether  from  the  common  school  course  of  the 
"  Advanced  "  Geography  Text  Book,  the  large  British  History,  the 
Latin,  (optional),  &c.  The  only  addition  to  the  course  has  been  the 
books  made  imperative  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  1892.  The 
council  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  comply  with  the  law  by 
prescribing  two  books  acknowledged  to  be  superior  to  those  had  in 
view  by  the  promoters  of  the  Act,  and  at  nearly  half  the  anticipated 
cost.  These  were  introduced  during  this  year,  and  it  is  found  that 
they  take  the  place  of  the  former  indefinite  oral  lessons  prescribed  on 
temperance  and  hygiene,  and  really  add  nothing  to  the  difficulty  of 
the  course.  By  reference  to  the  Inspectors'  reports  in  Appendix  B,  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  are  well  received  as  a  rule  in  the  schools. 

In  addition  contracted  courses  of  study,  suggesting  still  further 
siniplifications  for  common  schools  having  less  than  eight  grades,  have 
been  published  in  the  Journal  of  Education,  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
inexperienced  or  untrained  teachers, — namely,  one  for  a  common 
school  with  four  teachers,  one  for  three  teachers,  one  for  two  teachers, 
and  one  for  the  ordinary  rural  school  with  one  teacher. 

• 

Although  the  common  school  course  now  does  not  appear  so 
advanced  on  paper  as  those  of  souie  other  countries  or  provinces,  it 
is  hoped  that  the  increasing  thoroughness  of  the  work  done  under  its 
general  direction  may  prove  it  ultimately  quite  as  serviceable. 

Elsewhere  in  this  report  it  will  be  found  that  for  this  school  year 
the  average  proportion  of  time  given  in  the  school  rooms  of  the 
province  to  the  various  subjects  of  the  couimon  schools,  was  as 
follows : — 

1.  English 42.7  per  cent. 

2.  Mathematics  (Arithmetic) 21.4 

3.  Geography  and   History 14.4 

4.  Writing,Drawing,  and  Book-keeping.  12.6 

5.  Observation    Teaching  and  General 

Improvement  Exercises,  (Calis- 
thenics, Music,  Hygiene,  Morals 
and  Nature) \ 8.9 


(I 


tt 


100.0  per   cent. 

A  revision  has  also  been  made  of  the  High  School  Cour^o  of  Study, 
which  les.sens  the  range  of  studies  on  the  part  of  a  student  in  order 
to  attain  the  highest  certificate  corresponding  to  the  old  grade  A  ; 
and  although  in  some  sections  the  local  authorities,  school  commis- 
sioners or  trustees,  in  the  exercise  of  their  powers,  which  are  not 
narrowly  limited  by  the  general  law,  add  more  to  the  minimum 
course,  yet  in  other  sections  it  is  possible  for  the  teacher,  through 
lack  of  judgment,  to  make  even  the  minimum  oppressive  to  the 
average  pupil.  There  will,  of  course,  be  always  some  pupils  for  whom 
the  average  work  will  be  too  difficult,  and  both  teachers  and  trustees 
should  recognize  that  there  is  no  provincial  law  countenancing  pressure 
on  those  who  from  health,  mental  capacity,  irregularities,  or  previous 
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defective  training  are  unable  to  keep  up  with  any  particular  class. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  we  expect  any  sensible  person  to  propose 
that  the  regfular  work  for  the  whole  school  should  be  cut  down  to  the 
fraction  suiting  only  the  invalid,  or  that  the  fractional  work  of  the 
invalid  should  be  considered  the  equivalent  of  the  full  work  of  the 
robust,  when  it  is  not  and  never  can  be.  The  intelligent  and  faithful 
teacher  should  carefully  endeavor  to  discover  those  who  are  not  able 
to  do  the  average  work  without  too  much  effort,  and  to  give  counsel 
to  the  parent  if  the  parent  should  be  so  indifferent  as  to  neglect 
consultation  with  the  teacher. 

No  general  regulation  can  supply  the  local  administration  of  a 
school  with  a  code  of  action  for  the  innumerable  anomalies  which  are 
likely  to  arise  in  various  schools.  They  require  the  presence  of  an 
educationist  with  ready  tact  and  sound  judgment.  And  the  number 
of  such  teachers  is,  without  doubt,  steadily  increasing  in  the  more 
favored  sections  of  the  country. 

A  voluntary  examination  of  the  high  school  students  is  held  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  as  an  examination  of  that  kind  is  necessary  under 
any  circumstances  for  testing  the  scholarship  of  those  who  are  to 
become  teachers.  As  may  be  pointed  out  more  fully  in  the  remarks  on 
the  statistics  of  this  examination,  the  present  form  of  the  High  School 
Course  of  Study  is  a  very  considerable  simplification  of  the  previous 
conditions ;  and  the  examination,  which  is  granted  without  any  cost 
to  the  candidate,  has  alreadv  lessened  the  necessity  for  the  old  time 
multiplicity  of  examinations  in  connection  with  the  entrance  of 
students  into  the  universities  and  other  institutions  requiring  a 
recognized  test  of  scholarship.  The  popularity  of  the  privilege 
offered  is  shown  by  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates 
who  presented  themselves  this  year,  there  being  an  advance  of  416 
over  the  1,506  of  the  previous  year.  And  as  compared  with  the  old 
teachers'  examinations,  we  find  that  the  proportion  of  male  students 
coming  up  to  the  examination  is  very  greatly  increased,  the  increase 
noted  above  being,  for  example,  male  candidates,  202  ;  female,  214. 

The  exhibit  made  by  this  Province  at  the  Chicago  Exposition  was 
not  at  all  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  winning  prizes  in  the  various 
classes  according  to  the  catalogue  divisions  of  the  World's  Fair.  It 
was  simply  a  single  exhibit  of  educational  work,  representing  as  fairly 
as  could  be  what  was  being  done  from  the  most  elementary  grades  to 
the  highest,  as  a  duty  Nova  Scotia  owed  to  the  other  countries  of  the 
world  making  an  exhibit  of  their  work  for  the  general  benefit.  It  is 
therefore  specially  gratifying  to  find  that  so  large  a  number  of  awards 
has  been  given  it  The  seven  awards  cover  the  work  of  (1)  the 
Kindergartens  ;  (2)  the  Elementary  rural  schools ;  (3)  the  County 
Academies  and  High  Schools ;  (4)  the  Normal  School ;  (5)  the 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb ;  (6)  the  School  for  the  Blind ; 
and  (7)  the  laws,  school  books,  &a,  of  the  province. 

In  the  Blue  Book  "  Report  of  the  Executive  Commissioner  for 
Canada   to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  Chicago,  1893,"  the 
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Superintendent  of  the  Liberal  Arts  Department  in  his  report  has  the 
following  reference  to  the  Nova  Scotian  Educational  Exhibit : 

"  Nova  Scotia  had  352  exhibits,  representing  her  schools,  academies, 
and  colleges.  This  exhibit  was  installed  by  Mr.  A.  McKay,  Supervisor 
of  Public  Schools  for  Halifax,  and  he  made  a  very  neat  and  attractive 
court.  While  it  was  not  so  extensive  as  some  other  exhibits,  yet  for 
showing  the  thoroughness  of  Nova  Scotia's  school  methods,  the  varied 
character  of  her  educational  institutions,  and  the  wide  diffusion  of 
knowledge  amongst  her  people,  it  answered  the  purpose  most  admir- 
ably, the  kindergarten  work  especially  of  pupils  five  and  six  years' 
old  being  equal  to  that  of  pupils  of  seven  and  eight  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  the  subject  of  much  praise  by  visiting  educationalists. 
Seven  awards  were  given,  and  the  diplomas  testify  in  their  wording  to 
the  correct  method  and  the  general  excellence  of  Nova  Scotia  s  school 
system." 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


If  (f 

C( 

« 


For  a  general  view  of  the  more  important  details  of  the  state  and 
progress  of  education  during  the  year,  the  following  abstract  of  the 
statistical  tables  is  presented  here : 

1.— Sections.  1593.  ,394^ 

School  Sections  in  Province 1904  1891 

Sections  without  school 196  136 

2.— Schools. 

Schools  in  operation 2252  2292 

session  50  days  or  under.   ...  37  16 

50  to  100  days 67  83 

100  to  150    "     219  139 

"     150  to  200     "     1929  280 

"     200  to  216     "     11.57 

"     full  term  2 17  days 617 

Average  days  in  session 152.7  199.2 

3. — Teachers. 

Number  of  Teachers 2319  2351 

"                   "         Normal  trained 408  499 

Class  A,    Male 45  46 

"    Female 3  4 

"      B,   Male 169  149 

"    Female 169  162 

C,    Male 216  199 

"    Female 898  888 

"      D,    Male 152  149 

"    Female 667  756 

New  Teachers 288  255 

Teachers,  Service    1  year  or  under 325  297 

1  to    2  years 312  327 

2  to    3      "    304  309 

3  to    4      "    276  263 

4  to    5      "     21 1  205 

5  to    7      "    295  270 
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Teachers,  Service     7  to  10  years 

10  to  15      " 


tt 
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15  to  20 
20  or  over. 


i( 


189.3. 

220 

199 

85 

95 


4. — Attendance. 

Pupils  on  Register,  First  Quarter 

Second     "        , 

Third       **       

Fourth     "        

Average  Dail}'  Attendance,  First  Quarter. 

Second 
Third 
Fourth 


ti 


(( 
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tt 
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78,121 
84,238 
93:248 

49,887 
49,292 
48,991 


Total  Days'  Attendance  for  year 7,824,106 

5. — Classification  of  Pupils. 

18.020 


Grade  I  (and  Kindergarten) 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 


12,515 

11.G53 

12.283 

10,566 

9,296 

9.831 

6.361 


Total  in  Common  Schools 


90,525 


CI 

u 
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IX. 

X  .. 

XI  . 
XII 


2,506 

1,206 

497 

37 


Total  in  High  Schools. 


(f 


Public 


<( 


4,246 


94,771 


Full  Academic  High  School  Students.  . . . 

"    Non- Academic  " 
Partial 


•  •  •  • 
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6. — Section  Statistics. 

Value  of  Property  in  Section 873,848,513 

'*      School  Property  in  Section 

Total  Vote  at  Annual  Meetinsr 

Voted  for  Buildings  and  Repairs 

Paid  for  Teachers'  Salaries 

Volumes  in  Library  of  School 

No.  of  Maps,  Charts.  Globes,  &c 

Value  of  Scientific  App.  and  Coll 

Value  of  Total  Literary  and  Scientific... 


1894. 

248 
186 
121 
125 


75.821 
86.700 
89,939 
97,920 
51,622 
47.183 
48.937 
51,492 
10,471,764 


18,908 

13,498 

12,184 

12,672 

11,158 

9,202 

9.409 

6.489 

93,520 

2,922 

1,186 

460 

82 

4,650 
98,170 


1,351 

1,371 

1.250 

1,860 

1,645 

1,419 

cs. 
3,84.8.513 

§80,096,411 

1,032,800 

1 ,360,784 

413,448 

454,200 

95,687 

134,710 

279,355 

339,848 

4,183 

6,537 

7,108 

7.161 

6,577 

8,277 

28,728 

33,589 
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7. — Total  Expenditure. 

1893'  1S94. 

Total  Provincial  Grants $  166,040  S  220,436 

"      County  Fiin«]s 89,623  1 20,507 

"      Section  Assessment 413,448  454,200 


Total  Expenditure,  Public  Education §669,112  8795,144 


Part  XL  of  this  Report  commences  with  the  Statistical  Tables. 
These  always  form  the  most  valuable  part  of  every  report,  as  they 
indicate  quantitatively  not  only  the  absolute  magnitude  of  each 
element  tabulated,  but  also  the  direction  and  rate  of  change  in  each. 
They  enable  us  to  measure  the  tendencies  exhibiting  themselves  in 
the  system.  From  the  same  cause  as  last  year,  they  will  not  so  readily 
show  the  rate  of  change  in  every  item,  as  the  full  school  year  of  1894 
is  compared  with  the  short  (transition)  year  of  1893.  With  the  great 
majority  of  items  this  will  make  but  little  difference.  In  the  other 
cases  comparisons  may  be  made  with  the  statistics  of  the  full  year 
ended  1892,  so  far  as  they  are  given.  With  the  present  year  this 
difficulty  will  disappear.  I  make  a  few  notes  on  these  tables  in 
regular  order.  A  close  examination  will  reveal  some  discrepancies  in 
minor  points,  such  as  were  noticed  last  year,  and  are  not  yet  entirely 
eliminated.  The  most  of  the  Inspectors  have  been  able  to  compile 
statistics  from  the  returns  s«nt  in,  which  seem  to  show  that  all  their 
teachers  have  not  fully  interpreted  the  meaning  of  these  forms,  or 
seen  the  importance  of  minute  accuracy.  One  inaccurate  return, 
if  it  cannot  be  corrected  by  the  Inspector,  will  cause  the  sum  for  the 
county  to  fail  in  the  test ;  and  also,  the  sum  for  the  Province.  There 
are  several  columns  which  serve  for  the  important  purp  s  j  of  checking 
the  general  accuracy  of  the  statistics.  One  for  instance,  is  the  "  Total 
on  Register  at  end  of  Fourth  Quarter "  in  Table  IV.,  and  total 
"  Annual  Enrolment "  in  Table  V.  The  different  totals  in  a  few  of 
the  counties  show  that  some  teachers  did  not  carefully  follow  the 
instructions  given  in  the  Register  in  the  cases  of  pupils  transferred 
from  one  room  to  another  durincr  the  vear.  The  error  is  not  one 
affecting  tho  accuracy  of  the  figures  on  w^hich  public  monej's  are  paid. 
And  it  would  be  wrong  to  manipulate  the  figures  when  editing  to 
make  tliem  agree.  The  discrepancies  themselves  are  most  important 
statistics,  because  they  point  out  weaknesses  which  would  never  be 
discovered  in  a  simpler  system  of  tables.  As  these  discrepancies 
are  very  few  comparatively  speaking  this  year,  it  is  hoped  they  may 
disappear  altogether  by  next  year.  That  in  no  country  in  the  world 
is  there  a  greater  effort  made  to  have  minutely  accurate  statistics,  is 
demonstrated  by  the  statistical  page  in  the  Register  of  each  school,  a 
portion  of  which  must  be  filled  in,  not  hurriedly  at  the  close  of  the 
school,  when  the  teacher  may  be  leaving  the  section  for  ever,  but 
leisurely  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  after  which  they  stand  open 
for  inspection  to  every  visitor  and  school  oflScer  during  the  year. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  temptation   to  fill  in  such  statistics  in   the 
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"  return  "  by  a  hurried  estimate,  when  ail  that  has  to  be  done  is  to 
make  an  exact  copy  of  the  Register. 

Sections  and  Schools. — I. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  school  sections  from  1904  to  1891, 
would  be  a  very  promising  feature  were  it  due  to  the  consolidation  of 
weak  sections  into  stronger  ones.  From  special  inquiry,  however,  I 
find  it  to  be  chiefly  due  to  the  rectification  of  the  old  number  of 
sections  in  the  County  of  Victoria. 

The  number  of  .schools  in  session  during  the  year  was  40  greater 
than  that  of  the  previous  year;  and  the  number  of  schools  in  session 
for  the  shorter  periods  were  generally  less.  The  1016  schools  in 
se.s.sion  at  the  foot  of  the  eighth  column  was  the  number  of  schools  in 
session  for  the  full  term  of  166  days  in  1893,  and  they  should  more 
properly  be  added  in  with  the  seventh  column,  making  1929  schools 
between  150  and  200  days.  Only  617  schools  completed  the  full  year 
to  the  217th  day  it  appears.  By  some  means  the  figures  617,  it  will 
be  noticed,  have  slipped  down  into  the  column  noting  **  decrease." 
The  increase  of  32  in  the  number  of  teachers  might  be  naturally 
expected  from  the  greater  length  of  the  term. 

Normal  Trained  Teachers. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  91  in  this  class  of  teachers,  and  a 
diminution  of  59  in  the  teachers  without  Normal  school  training. 
This  shows  a  remarkable  development  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  trained 
teachers.  The  number  engaged  in  each  county  during  the  last  two 
years  is  given  below : — 

CouKTiis.  lfa9S.  1894. 

Annapolis 25  25 

Antigonish 2  7 

Cape  Breton 17  22 

Colchester 63  67 

Cumberland 75  83 

Digby 17  14 

Gnvsboro 2  13 

Halifax  Co 23  40 

Halifax  City 31  35 

Hants 45         .    38 

Inverness , 7  7 

Kings 23  35 

Lunenburg 23  34 

Pictou 20  33 

Queens 5  7 

Richmond 5  9 

Shelburne 3  4 

Victoria   4  4 

Yarmouth 18  22 

Totals 408  499 
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This  showinfy  is  very  satisfactory  when  we  consider  that  there  is 
no  premium  on  Normal  School  training  as  ai^ainst  High  School 
learning.  The  general  principle  of  advance  of  class  of  license  is  as 
follows :  A  term  at  the  Normal  School  may  qualify  for  an  advance  of 
class ;  or  a  term  at  the  High  School  or  County  Academy  with  the 
M.  P.  Q.  exam.,  by  raising  the  general  scholarship  one  grade.  With 
those  who  do  not  intend  to  make  teaching  a  profession,  the  latter 
course  is  at  a  premium,  as  it  not  only  brings  an  advance  of  license, 
but  also  a  year's  advance  towards  their  real  profession.  The  term 
spent  at  the  Normal  School  prepares  specially  but  for  one  profession, 
that  of  teaching.  I  know  of  no  model  country  where  the  profession 
of  teaching  is  not  only  left  open  to  those  who  have  never  taken  a 
course  of  training,  but  where  for  those  who  wish  to  enter  the  profes- 
sion but  as  a  stepping  stone,  there  is  a  premium  on  taking  the 
non-professional  course.  The  rule  now  everywhere  is  a  professional 
course  of  training  for  a  term  of  from  one  to  three  years.  Until  we 
can  afford  to  do  a  little  more  in  this  direction  in  Nova  Scotia,  we 
cannot  expect  that  tho  most  perfect  course  of  study  in  the  world  will 
produce  good  schools  in  every,  school  section.  The  school  can  never 
be  like  anything  else  than  the  teacher.  A  reference  is  made  in  the 
report  of  the  Supervisor  of  the  Halifax  schools  to  the  high  success 
attending  the  work  of  teachers  who  never  passed  through  a  Normal 
School.  These  facts  specially  emphasize  the  great  value  of  selection 
when  it  can  be  applied.  Halifax  City,  in  virtue  of  a  far-sighted 
policy,  has  been  selecting  a  few  of  the  teachers  born  with  a  special 
genius  and  developed  by  experience  in  various  parts  of  the  Province 
for  its  schools.  But  this  selection  from  abroad  cannot  be  imitated  by 
every  section.  In  the  first  place,  few  could  afford  to  try  it  to  any 
extensive  extent.  In  the  second  place,  should  a  movement  to  carry  it 
out  on. any  extensive  scale  be  made,  the  supply  would  be  exhausted 
right  at  the  start.  The  stage  immediatel}'  in  advance  of  us  is  a  supply 
of  trained  teachers.  The  next,  more  remote,  but  deserving  of  our 
most  earnest  efforts,  is  a  supply  of  selected  trained  teachers.  Before 
this  stage  arrives,  salaries  of  teachers  will  rise,  small  sections  must  be 
consolidated  or  enlarged,  and  weak  sections  strengthened. 

Libraries  and  Collections. 

The  number  of  school  libraries  and  scientific  collections  in  the 
schools  would  appear  to  have  decreased  ;  but  this  is  more  probably 
due  to  the  growing  feeling  that  a  very  small  collection  of  books 
should  not  be  called  a  school  library,  for  from  table  VII.  it  can  be 
learned  that  there  was  an  increase  of  2354  volumes  in  the  libraries, 
that  the  scientific  collections  increased  by  the  value  of  $1G99,  and  the 
total  literary  and  scientific  equipment  by  $4861. 

Teachers  Classified. — II.  and  III. 

We  see  from  this  table  that  female  teachers  are  greatly  in  excess 
of  male  teachers,  and  still  the  disparity  is  increasing.  The  numbers 
in  each  class  are  shown  in  the  following  columns : — 
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CInss  A 44*  Males.  4  Females. 

"       B 141)        •*  162 

C 109        "  S8S 

"       D 131        "  ()58 

"       D(Prov.) 18        '  98 


Totals 541         "  1810 


(( 


The  new  teachers  employed  were  255,  which  is  33  less  than  last 
year:  while  the  net  nuinher  of  experienced  teachers  increased  by  65, 
the  increase  of  those  of  over  15  years  of  experience  being  66. 

If  we  divide  the  teachers  of  the  Province  into  two  divisions,  com- 
paring the  number  with  an  experience  of  five  years  and  under  with 
the  older  teachers,  we  get  the  following  proportions: — 

5  Ycara  and  Under.  Over  5  Years. 

Male.        Female.  Male.         Female. 

Classes  A  and  B   66         71  127         95 

•  Class  C 102       478  97       410 

■ 

Totals  A,  B  and  C 168       549  224       505 

Totals  of  above 717  729 

Classes  D 684  221 

Totals  (all  teachers) 1401  950 

That  is,  the  mn jority  of  teachers  of  the  three  higher  classes,  A,  B, 
and  C,  have  been  in  the  profession  for  over  five  years,  by  729  to  717. 
Of  the  905  of  Class  1),  as  wo  should  expect,  only  221  have  been  in 
the  profession  over  5  years. 

General  Attendance. — IV. 

From  this  Table  we  find  that  the  attendance  was  most  irregular 
during  the  second  quarter — November,  December,  and  January — only 
59.1  per  cent,  of  those  attending  some  time  during  the  quarter  beincf 
daily  present,  again.st  6H  per  cent,  in  the  Hrst  quarter,  and  64.2  in  the 
third  and  fourtli  quarters.  The  largest  attendance  was  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  April,  May,  and  June.  Then  come  the  second,  third,  and  first 
(quarters  in  order. 

10,879  new  pupils  entered  the  schools  during  the  second  quarter, 
while  6,901  attending  during  the  first  quarter  c«^ase(i  to  attend  before 
the  second  quarter.  .S,239  new  pupils  entered  school  during  the  third 
quart<»r;  while  6,917  ceased  attending  sc1hh)1  for  the  year;  7,981  new 
pujjils  entered  during  the  fourth  quarter  ;  while  8.281  who  attended 
the  third  quarter  di<l  not  attend  the  fourth  (piarter. 

In  round  numbers,  the  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  in  all  the 
public  .schools  was  nearly  100,000  (exactly  2,080   less*  than   100,000.) 

•  S"onld  pn>l>ahly  be  4»j,  as  two  Claai  A  teachers  may  have  been  counted  as  CUks  H  te.ichera  (havinir 
drawn  f>nly  B  jfrants)  in  a  return,  or  In  the  Inspector's  Abstract  for  Antij^onish,  which  should  therefore  be 
crt-ditL-d  with  .'>  instead  of  3  A  tetohers  in  the  Table. 
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The  number  who  niav  be  said  to  be  in  more  or  less  regular  attendance 
(average  of  those  attending  during  the  quarter)  is  about  80,000.  The 
number  actually  present  each  day  on  an  average  is  about  50,000. 

Reducing  the  preceding  figures  to  the  simplest  form,  we  find  about 
44  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  in  the  average  Nova  Scotian 
school;  35  were  in  njore  or  less  regular  attendance ;  and  22  were 
present  each  day  on  an  average.  5  pupils  entered  during  the  winter 
quarter  who  did  not  attend  during  the  autumn  quarter;  while  3  who 
attended  during  the  autumn  quarter  did  not  attend  during  the  winter 
quarter.  •  I  or  2  new  pupils  entered  during  the  spring  quarter  ;  while 
3  left  school  before  the  spring  quarter  ended.  3  or  4  new  pupils 
entered  during  the  summer  quarter  ;  while  nearly  4  ceased  attendance 
before  the  commencement  of  the  (quarter. 

Change.^  of  Pupils  by  Half-Years. 

During  the  last  half  of  the  j^ear  11,220  new  pupils  entered  the 
schools,  while  15,198  who  attended  the  first  half  year  did  not  attend 
the  second  half  year.  Comparing  this  year  with  the  last  full  year, 
under  the  old  division  of  the  school  year,  we  find  that  while  the 
withdrawals  are  practically  the  same,  there  is  a  difl^erence  of  over 
8000  in  the  new  pupils.  In  1892,  the  number  of  new  pupils  entering 
school  during  the  second  half  of  ihe  year  was  19,G21,  while  the 
number  of  those  who  ceased  attending  before  the  end  of  the  first  half 
of  the  year  was  15,397.  It  can  be  inferred  from  this  that  the  time 
of  the  division  of  the  school  year  formerly  tended  to  inflate  "  the 
number  of  different  pupils  registered  during  the  year  ;"  and  in  the 
case  of  the  years  compared,  to  a  considerable  extent.  Were  the  school 
year  so  divided  that  the  number  entering  and  leaving  each  half 
would  be  approximatel}'^  equal,  this  inflation  would  be  a  minimum. 
Under  our  present  system  the  total  enrolment  for  1894,  which  was 
97,920,  is  practically  the  equivalent  of  the  102,586  of  1S92.  A  test 
of  the  truth  of  this  inference  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Total  Days*  Attendance  of  1892  was  only  10,735,077  ;  while  that  of 
1894,  with  a  nominal  annual  enrolment,  4000  less,  and  with  an 
average  of  one  week  more  of  vacation,  was  10,471, 764. 

Semi-Annual  and  Annual  Attendance. — V. 

The  increase  in  attendance  during  the  second  half  of  the  two  last 
3'ears — the  only  halves  which  can  be  compared — is  a  very  decided  one, 
334,771  days.  The  1G31  pupils  in  the  column  "  under  5  years  of  age," 
did  not  necessarily  attend  school  while  under  5  years.  They  were 
children  who  did  not  become  5  years  of  age  until  after  the  1st  day  of 
August,  and  who  entered  school  presumably  on  becoming  5  years 
old. 

The  total  annual  enrolment  is  given  in  this  table  as  98,710  against 
97,920  in  the  previous  table.  This  indicates  an  error  in  a  few  of  the 
county  tabulations  of  790.  Last  year  the  corresponding  error  was 
1651.     The  cause  of  this  discrepancy  has  already  been  referred  to. 
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Attendance  of  Pupils.— VI. 

The  first  column  of  this  table  shows  that  during  the  year  there 
were  9,625  pupils  who  attended  school  for  only  20  days  or  les.s.  It  is 
an  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  however,  when  this  class 
numbered  10,531. 

It  appears  that  4,599  pupils  attended  school  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  section.  The  majority  of  these  were  probably  attending  County 
Academies  or  High  Schools,  when  the  section  could  not  afford  appro- 
priate instruction  for  them  at  home. 

The  number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  ajje  in  all  the 
sections  is  given  as  93,9*3(S  ;  while  in  Table  V.  we  find  the  number 
enrolloil  between  these  ajrcs  to  be  Si),719.  This  would  indicate  at 
least  4,219  who  did  not  attend  school  at  all.  As  the  89,719  probably 
included  a  large  number  of  the  4.599  attending  from  other  sections, 
the  figures  7,485  given  as  those  between  5  and  15  years  who  did  not 
attend  school  at  all,  are  probably  very  nearly  exact. 

Financial  Statistics  of  Sections.— VII. 

All  school  property  is  found  here  to  b3  valued  at  over  81, 300,000. 
The  valuation  of  .«chool  section  -property  is  about  $80,000,000.  The 
total  amount  voted  at  annui^l  meetings  for  all  school  purpo.ses  nearly 
half  a  million  dollars,  8454,500  more  exactly,  a  great  increase  over 
previous  years,  as  is  also  the  vote  for  buildings  and  repairs.  Refer- 
ence has  already  been  made  to  this  fact  and  to  the  increase  in  the 
literary  and  .scientific  equipment  of  the  schools. 

How  THE  Teacher's  Time  is  spent  in  the  School 

Room. — VIII.  and  IX. 

Table  VIII.  refers  to  the  Common  School  subjects;  but  it  also 
inchules  the  time  devoted  to  these  subjects  in  the  High  Schools  as  well 
as  the  Common  Schools.  It  includes  every  school  room  in  the 
province  in  its  sweep  ;  while  Table  IX.  refers  only  to  the  given  number 
of  schools  in  which  the  Hitrh  School  subjects  are  taught.  We  have 
here  the  averaije  number  of  minutes  of  the  teacher's  time  absorbed 
each  week  in  giving  instruction  in  each  sui)ject.  Dividing  the.se 
averages  by  5,  the  number  of  teaching  days  in  the  week,  we  get  the 
average  number  of  minutes  spent  on  each  subject.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  subjects  nan»ed  in  this  table  are  not  at  all  assumed 
to  be  co-ordinate  in  value  ;  nor  in  the  popular  sense  is  each  a  separate 
subject.  While  English,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  History  and  Writing 
are  the  main  subjects  which  take  up  the  time  of  both  teacher  and 
pupils,  it  is  felt  that  monotonous  drill  on  these  alone  would  make  the 
school  work  less  interesting,  and  success  in  these  fundamental  subjects 
them.selves  less  assured,  than  when  attention  is  also  paid  to  the  all 
round  development  of  the  pupil,  so  as  to  prepare  him  for  a  healthy, 
moral,  observing,  and  intelligent  life. 
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Calisthenics. 

.  Why  should  not  the  pupils  in  every  school  be  trained  to  bear 
themselves  in  good  form,  to  give  the  proper  play  to  nature  in  developing 
a  strong  constitution  which  is  so  valuable  in  the  fight  for  life,  and  in 
developing  a  graceful  bearing  which  is  so  often  a  passport  to  the 
first  stage  of  success  ?  Why  shotild  not  clownish  habits  when  standing, 
slovenly  habits  in  walking,  injurious  positions  when  sitting,  be 
systematically  watched  for  and  corrected  ?  Such  is  the  mission  of 
CalistJtenics,  (see  General  Directions  Course  of  Study,  No.  65.)  When 
the  pupil  is  wearied  from  the  memorizing  of  his  spellings  or  the 
solutions  of  his  arithmetical  problems,  attention  to  this  side  of  his 
training  for  a  few  moments  adds  nothing  to  his  nervous  exhaustion, 
or  his  load  of  books,  or  his  home  studies.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  a 
nerve  restorer,  a  glint  of  light  in  the  darkness,  an  hour  of  life  won 
from  the  dead.  The  time  taken  in  the  average  school  of  the  province 
for  this  work  is  less  than  three  minutes  during  the  whole  long  school 
day. 

Vocal  Music. 

With  respect  to  this  subject  it  will  suffice  to  quote  the  teaching  of 
the  late  Dr.  Forrester,  one  of  the  chief  founders  of  our  school  system. 
It  is  now  about  thirty  years  since  he  set  down  in  his  Text  Book  for 
Teachers  the  following  words  when  commencing  the  discussion  of  a 
proper  course  of  study : 

"  Let  us  now  briefly  advert  to  each  of  these  branches  as  enumerated, 
and  this,  as  stated,  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  their  nature 
and  utility  in  a  complete  and  liberal  course  of  education.  I.  Music. 
We  have  given  music  the  precedence  of  all  the  others,  not  because  it 
is  here  to  be  systematically  taught,  but  because,  even  when  practically 
employedy  it  foi^ms  such  a  poiverful  auxiliary  in  the  acquisition  of 
all  other  branches — such  a  valuable  handmaiden  in  the  ordering  and 
regulating  of  the*  whole  scholastic  establishment.  It  has  been  said, 
that  to  attempt  to  conduct  an  infant  or  primary  school  without  music 
is  as  impossible  as  to  govern  a  nation  without  laws.  This  is  strong 
language,  but  it  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  one  whit  overstated  or 
exaggerated." 

A  generation  has  nearly  passed  away  since  these  words  were  first 
impressed  with  earnest  eloquence  on  the  minds  of  Normal  School 
teachers.  Yet  up  to  the  present  day  hundreds  of  our  schools  remained 
songless,  and  thousands  of  parents  and  tens  of  thousands  of  pupils 
have  suffered,  and  are  suffering  directly  as  well  as  indirectly  from  this 
great  defect.  The  staff'  notation  of  music  proved  too  cumbrous  for 
successful  application  under  our  conditions.  It  is  no  wonder,  then, 
that  the  tonic  sol-fa  notation,  which  has  made  possible  so  tremendous 
a  revolution  in  school  music  in  Great  Britain,  and  even  in  Ontario, 
should  be  enthusiastically  received  here.  It  enables  us  to  save  very 
much  time  and  effort,  and  accomplish  results  in  the  majority  of  schools 
impossible  under  the  old  conditions.  And  what  is  the  time  absorbed 
in  the  long  school  day  of  the  average  school  in  this  health-giving, 
voice  and  ear  training,  and  "nerve  '  restoring  exercise?  A.  very 
little  more  than  four  minutes. 


Xiv  EDUCATION — SUPERINTENDENTS    REPORT. 


Hygiene  and  Temperance. 

The  introduction  of  this  subject  as  a  distinct  one,  to  be  studied 
from  text-books,  with  which  the  pupils  must  be  provided,  should  be 
credited  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  acting  in  the  Provincial 
Legislature.  We  quote  the  Act,  so  that  its  full  scope  may  be  studied 
from  the  letter : 

An  Aci'  70  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  "  MoRE  THOROUGH  StUDY  IN  THR  PuBLlC  SCHOOLS 
OF   THE    EFFECTS   OF   ALCOHOLIC   DrINKS   ON    THE  HUMAN    SySTBM." 

(Pacsed  the  SOtb  day  of  April,  1802.) 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Govornor,  Council,  an<l  As^sembly,  as  follows  ; 

1.  Appropriate  instruction  shall  be  given  regularly  in  the  public  scliools 
as  to  the  nature  of  alcoholic  drinks  and  narcotics,  including  tobacco,  and 
siJecial  instruction  as  to  their  eH'ectupon  the  human  system  in  connection  with 
the  several  divisions  of  the  subjects*  of  relative  physiology  and  hygiene.  Such 
instructions  regarding  physiological  and  hygienic  laws  and  the  effect**  of  alco- 
holic drinks  and  narcotics,  shall  be  given  orally  from  a  suitable  text  bouk  in 
the  hands  of  the  teacher  to  pupils  unable  to  read,  and  such  instruction  shall 
be  given  to  all  others  witli  text-books  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils,  and  from 
text-books  as  well  gratled  to  the  capacities  of  the  pupils  as  other  text-books 
in-,  { 1  ('  buch  instruction  shall  be  given  as  aforesaid  to  the  pupils  in  all  public 
schools  in  the  Province. 

2.  Tlie>  text-books  to  be  used  for  instruction  recpiired  to  be  given  by  the 
prcoetling  section  of  this  Act  shall  be  prescibed  by  th(j  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  who  shall  notify  the  secrefciries  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees, an»l  of  the  Sclioi>I  Boards  of  the  several  incorporated  towns  and  cities 
within  the  Province,  of  the  choice  of  the  text-books  so  selected  by  them  as 
aforesaid,  and  said  text-books  useil  in  the  primary  or  intermetliate  gradus  shall 
give  at  least  oiie-fourth  of  their  s|»ace  to  the  consideration  of  the  natu:e  and 
eftects  of  alcoholic  drinks  and  narcotics  ;  and  the  text-books  used  in  tlie  higher 
giades  shall  contain  at  least  twenty  pages  uf  matter  relating  to  tliissid)ject. 

3.  Jt  shall  be  the  duty  of  school  officers  and  s*1i(k)1  inspector^*  to  report  to 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  or 
tlie  tejtehers  of  tlie  section  under  their  control  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
this  Act.  I'pon  its  b(?iiig  shown  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  either 
bv  such  .school  insiiector.-  or  sriiot>l  (»niccrs,  or  nnv  ratenaver,  that  anv  teacheis 
or  trustees  have  failed  to  carrv  out  the  ])r(»visions  of  this  Ar.U  anv  such  failure 
shall  be  deemed  sutficient  cause  fur  withholding  wliolly  or  in  [>art  from  any 
such  t<!acljer  or  trustees,  provincial  or  c(>unty  grants. 

The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  had  then  no  alternative.  Books 
must  l)e  presciibed,  no  matter  how  undesirable  it  mii;ht  appear  to 
anv  who  miirht  not  undeistand  the  beneHt  of  their  use.  After  care- 
ful  consideration  and  efibrl,  Health  Keadeis  Nos.  1  and  2  were 
brought  out  on  the  lines  of  the  nK)st  approved  books  on  the  subject, 
and  at  about  one-half  the  price.  They  are  with  the  pupils  the  best 
liked  books  on  the  prescribed  list.  They  are  attractive  as  readers, 
interestincj  as  sources  of  information  on  common  things,  and  l;eneficial 
in  their  influence,  While  some  people  may  very  naturally  have  been 
induloing  in  general  protests  arrainst  the  addition  of  new  subjects  to 
the  course,  and  the  increase  of  the  number  of  books  required,  none 
of  them   to   my    knowledge  have    been    so    incautious  as  to  name 
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these  books,  winch  have  been  the  onlv  additions  made  in  late  vears 
to  the  common  school  course  of  study.  I  have  in  an  editorial 
comment  in  the  October  Journal  of  Education,  plainly  pointed  out 
to  teachers  and  other  school  officers  that  the  Education  Office  could 
not  shield  parties  ignoring  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
statute  above  quoted. 

• 

As  these  Health  Readers  also  serve  as  reading  books,  the  time 
absorbed  in  their  study  might  to  a  great  extent  be  counted  as  spent 
in  the  study  of  English.  But  the  exercise  is  not,  even  under  the 
most  adverse  circumstances,  so  exhausting  as  the  regular  reading  book 
lessons,  with  their  spellings  and  detinitions.  In  tiie  most  of  cases  it 
will  be  found  to  be  a  pleasant  and  recreative  oral  or  object  lesson, 
and  the  average  time  per  day  giver,  to  this  subject  is  hardly  six  and 
one  half  minutes. 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties. 

This  is  another  heading  which,  under  a  possible  perspective  may 
be  misunderstood  by  those  who  do  not  know  what  it  is.  There  is  no 
text-book.  There  is  no  lesson  to  be  memorized  at  home.  There  may 
be  no  regular  time  each  week  for  it  on  the  school  time  table.  Then 
it  may  be  asked,  why  have  it  itemized  in  the  Register,  Returns  and 
the  Inspector's  note  book  ?  Just  because  it  is  an  important  element 
in  school  life  which  should  never  be  lost  sight  of.  And  without 
having  it  itemized  it  would  under  many  circumstances  be  omitted. 
If  the  young  citizen  is  to  be  developed  with  a  true  patriotic  spirit,  he 
should  naturally  begin  to  show  it  in  a  disposition  to  sacrifice  some  of 
his  time,  his  convenience,  or  his  etibrts,  for  that  part  of  his  country 
with  which  he  comes  first  into  contact.  His  tirst  countrymen  are  his 
fellow-scholars;  his  first  land  the  public  school  or  play -grounds.  If 
he  can  be  inspired  with  the  desire  to  make  an  eflfbrt  to  improve  or 
beautify  these  surroundings  fur  the  common  pleasure  and  pride  of 
the  school,  he  can  do  it  for  his  town,  his  province,  or  the  empire. 
This  is  next  step  to  the  recognition  of  the  universal  brotherhood  of 
man,  one  at  least  of  the  fundamental  elements  of  a  good  morality  of 
which  the  teacher  has  already  been  certified  to  be  a  good  example 
before  being  licensed.  When  a  public  holiday  comes,  here  is  a  stand- 
ing suggestion  that  its  meaning  should  be  impressed  on  the  young 
pupils.  When  an  incident  in  the  history  lesson  offers  to  illustrate  the 
duty  of  the  citizen  for  the  common  weal,  the  occa^^io^  is  taken.  When 
geography  points  out  our  gi  eat  resources,  the  opportunity  occurs  again. 
When  an  occasion  requiring  discipline  arises,  theie  is  yet  another 
chance  to  point  an  etfective  lesson  on  the  principles  of  morality  and 
public  duty.  The  teacher  s  having  to  estimate  the  time  on  an  average 
absorbed  in  such  work,  and  to  record  the  estimate  on  the  Register,  is 
the  surest  way  we  know  of  keeping  the  importance  of  such  training 
always  before  them  when  an  occasion  arises  to  make  such  a  lesson 
effective.  What  is  education  worth  if  the  true  spirit  of  a  moral 
and  patriotic  citizen  is  not  also  simultaneously  stimulated  and  . 
developed  ?  W^ho  is  not  in  favor  of  the  utilizing  of  every  possible 
incident  to  develop  such  a  spirit ;  more  especially  when  it  is  not 
associated  with  the  idea  of  being  a  task  which  must  be  gone  through 
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with  at  a  certain  minute,  when  there  are  no  circumstances  present  to 
make  the  lesson  of  dramatic  interest.  This,  too,  is  the  commence- 
ment of  the  study  of  civics  which  is  now  receiving  so  much  attention 
in  other  countries.  The  average  time  per  day  given  to  such  work 
is  hardly  five  minutes. 

Object  Lessons  on  Nature. 

This  is  a  subject  introduced  for  the  double  purpose  (1)  of  breaking 
the  strain  of  exhaustive  mental  work  in  school  by  a  light  recreative 
exercise,  and  (2)  of  developing  accurate  observing  power  in  the  pupil» 
which  book,  and  purely  mental  work  alone,  do  not  tend  to  stimulate. 
When  Archbishop  Walsh  spoke  in  Dublin  on  the  25th  of  November 
last,  and  said,  as  reported,  that  he  thought  the  whole  system  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland  to  be  little  better  than  a  gigantic 
mistake,  he  came  down  to  particulars,  stating  that,  in  his  opinion » 
primary  education  should  not  consist  merely  of  teaching  information 
which  was  to  be  found  in  books.  *  Children  ought  to  be  taught  how 
to  use  their  hands  and  to  be  accurate  observers."  This  kind  of  train- 
ing is  becominor  much  more  essential  for  success  in  the  world  now  than 
it  was  formerly.  While  useful  to  all,  it  is  especially  important  to  the 
farming  and  horticultural  industries.  Why  should  not  pupils  travel- 
ling back  and  forward  morning  and  afternoon  from  the  schools 
in  country  sections  be  amusing  and  instructing  themselves  in  noticing 
the  wealth  of  beauty  and  natural  law  in  the  earth,  rock,  water,  vege- 
tation, air,  and  sky,  around  them  ?  A  few  daily  hints  from  a 
competent  teacher  would  enable  them  to  make  their  daily  tramp  to 
school  more  pleasant,  and  therefore  their  school  more  delightful.  It 
would  also  open  their  eyes  to  the  natural  beauties  of  their  own  home- 
stead, and  to  the  laws  which  underlie  the  successful  pursuit  of  those 
industries  which  are  of  primary  importance  in  supplying  mankind 
with  the  means  of  physical  life,  and  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
prosperous  and  happy  country.  To  the  lack  of  effective  instruction 
of  this  kind  in  our  primary  schools  we  must  attribute  the  tendency 
in  the  old  solitary  book  drill,  of  making  too  many  of  the  young  pupils 
think  more  of  city,  foreign  or  professional  life  than  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  intelligent  development  of  farm  life.  And  so  of  other  industrial 
occupations.  By  developing  this  side  of  the  school  life,  the  tendency 
will  be  to  increase  the  number  of  intelligent  young  men  who  will 
devote  themselves  to  the  producing  industries.  And  at  the  same  time, 
the  standard  difficult  subjects  of  the  school  will  aI.':o  be  more  success- 
fully mastered  by  the  pupil,  for  the  object  lesson  on  nature  is  play  or 
recreation,  which  will  enable  him  to  return  to  the  severer  work  with 
renewed  freshness.     It  is  a  play,  but  it  is  a  useful  play. 

In  order  that  even  untrained  teachers  should  not  misapprehend  the 
nature  of  this  work,  the  amplified  course  of  study  printed  in  every 
Register  indicates  the  trend  of  these  lessons  towards  "  Agriculture, 
Horticulture,  or  any  local  industry,"  under  these  general  directions  : — 
"  69.  Lessons  on  Nature, — The  noting,  examination  and  study  of  the 
common  and  more  important  natural  objects  and  laws  of  nature  as 
they  are  exemplified  within  the  range  of  the  school  section  or  of  the 
pupils'  observations.     Under  this  head  pupils  should  not  be  required 
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to  memorize  notes  or  facts  which  they  have  not  at  least  to  some 
extent  actually  observed  or  veiified  for  themselves."  And  in  the 
Journal  of  Edrication,  in  the  contracted  course  suggested  for  country 
schools,  directions  are  given,  concluding  with  the  following  words  : — 

''  Tt  must  be  remembered  that  the  memorizing  of  notes  or  facts 
merely  stated  to  pupils  isr  strictly  forbidden  under  this  head.  Such 
memorizing  is  pure  cram,  injurious  instead  of  being  useful.  These 
lessons  are  intended  to  show  pupils  how  they  may  find  out  the  facts 
and  laws  of  the  world  for  themselves.  The  lessons  must  be  direct 
from  nature  itself,  but  under  the  guidance  of  the  teacher  who  can 
save  time  in  bringing  the  pupils  to  the  point  desired  from  his  own 
more  mature  experience.  They  are  intended  to  train  the  observing 
and  inductive  faculties,  to  show  the  true  way  of  discovering  something 
of  the  nature  of  the  world  which  immediately  surrounds  us,  and 
which  is  and  will  continue  to  be  reacting  upon  us  in  one  manner  or 
another.  This  knowledge  is  so  much  power  over  nature  from  which 
we  have  to  win  our  material  existence." 

The  average  time  absorbed  in  this  work  daily  is  less  than  six  and 
one  half  minutes. 

A  word  may  be  here  said  on  this  six  and  a  half  minutes  recreation, 
with  respect  to  some  of  its  peculiarities.  A  definite  list  of  objects 
for  each  grade  would  be  altogether  out  of  place  in  a  general  provin- 
cial course  of  study,  because  the  lessons  must  be  taught  from  the 
object  as  in  nature,  and  the  natural  environments  of  pupils  in  difierent 
sections  of  the  country  are  different  The  teacher,  therefore,  should 
select  the  objects  from  the  most  convenient  and  interesting  within  the 
pupils  scope  of  observation. 

But  the  general  course  prescribed  advises  the  teacher  not  to 
confine  his  attention  to  one  division  of  nature  alone,  as  if  there  were 
nothing  of  interest  or  value  to  be  learned  from  any  other  division. 
Such  specialization  may  be  necessary  at  a  later  date  in  the  university^ 
or  in  preparation  for  the  special  occupation  of  life,  or  in  amateur 
research  work.  In  school  life,  the  most  salient  features  of  nature  on 
every  side  touching  human  interests,  should,  as  far  as  there  is  time  for 
it,  be  objectively  and  co-ordinately  studied.  A  person  who  has  not 
thought  over  the  matter  with  some  experience  to  guide  him,  might  say 
now,  "  Is  it  not  a  *  smattering'  of  all  the  sciences  you  are  attempting  to 
give?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  be  intensive  and  confined  to  one 
narrow  line  V*  Most  certainly  not,  in  the  common  school.  Elementary 
comprehensive  study  is  as  genuine  as  intensive  university  work,  if 
truly  objective.  In  fact  the  narrow  and  intensive  study  at  this  stage 
would  be  (1)  unscientific,  and  (2)  the  creator  of  a  false  general  con- 
ception of  nature.  It  is  philosophically  unscientific  because  it 
assumes  that  nature  should  be  studied  onlv  in  a  narrow  tunnel  reach- 
ing  down  into  the  depths  of  the  earth,  far  from  the  plane  in  which  is 
the  abode  of  human  interest  which  the  tunnel  only  intersects. 
Philosophically  considered,  it  is  just  as  sound  to  study  the  superficial 
plane  which  is  the  locus  of  our  life,  where  we  come  into  contact 
with  the  common  mineral,  plant,  and  animal ;  mountain,  wood,  and 
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with  at  a  certain  minute,  when  there  are  no  circumstances  present  to 
make  the  lesson  of  dramatic  interest.  This,  too,  is  the  commence- 
ment of  the  study  of  civics  which  is  now  receiving  so  much  attention 
in  other  countries.  The  average  time  per  day  given  to  such  work 
is  hardly  five  minutes. 

Object  Lessons  on  Nature. 

This  is  a  subject  introduced  for  the  double  purpose  (1)  of  breaking 
the  strain  of  exhaustive  mental  work  in  school  bv  a  light  recreative 
exercise,  and  (2)  of  developing  accurate  observing  power  in  the  pupil^ 
which  book,  and  purely  mental  work  alone,  do  not  tend  to  stimulate. 
When  Archbishop  Walsh  spoke  in  Dublin  on  the  25th  of  November 
last,  and  said,  as  reported,  that  he  thought  the  whole  system  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland  to  be  little  better  than  a  gigantic 
mistake,  he  came  down  to  particulars,  stating  that,  in  his  opinion » 
primary  education  should  not  consist  merely  of  teaching  information 
which  was  to  be  found  in  books.  *  Children  ought  to  be  taught  how 
to  use  their  hands  and  to  be  accurate  observers."  This  kind  of  train- 
inor  is  becominor  much  more  essential  for  success  in  the  world  now  than 
it  was  formerly.  While  useful  to  all,  it  is  especially  important  to  the 
farming  and  horticultural  industries.  Why  should  not  pupils  travel- 
ling back  and  forward  morning  and  afternoon  from  the  schools 
in  country  sections  be  amusing  and  instructing  themselves  in  noticing 
the  wealth  of  beauty  and  natural  law  in  the  earth,  rock,  water,  vege- 
tation, air,  and  sky,  around  them  ?  A  few  daily  hints  from  a 
competent  teacher  would  enable  them  to  make  their  daily  tramp  to 
school  more  pleasant,  and  therefore  their  school  more  delightful.  It 
would  also  open  their  eyes  to  the  natural  beauties  of  their  own  home- 
stead, and  to  the  laws  which  underlie  the  successful  pursuit  of  those 
industries  which  are  of  primary  importance  in  supplying  mankind 
with  the  means  of  physical  life,  and  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
prosperous  and  happy  country.  To  the  lack  of  effective  instruction 
of  this  kind  in  our  primary  schools  we  must  attribute  the  tendency 
in  the  old  solitary  book  drill,  of  making  too  many  of  the  young  pupils 
think  more  of  city,  foreign  or  professional  life  than  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  intelligent  development  of  farm  life.  And  so  of  other  industrial 
occupations.  By  developing  this  side  of  the  school  life,  the  tendency 
will  be  to  increase  the  number  of  intelligent  young  men  who  will 
devote  themselves  to  the  producing  industries.  And  at  the  same  time, 
the  standard  difficult  subjects  of  the  school  will  alio  be  more  success- 
fully mastered  by  the  pupil,  for  the  object  lesson  on  nature  is  play  or 
recreation,  which  will  enable  him  to  return  to  the  severer  work  with 
renewed  freshness.     It  is  a  play,  but  it  is  a  useful  play. 

In  order  that  even  untrained  teachers  should  not  misapprehend  the 
nature  of  this  work,  the  amplified'  course  of  study  printed  in  every 
Register  indicates  the  trend  of  these  lessons  towards  "  Agriculture, 
Horticulture,  or  any  local  industry,"  under  these  general  directions  : — 
"  69.  Lessoiia  on  Nature. — The  noting,  examination  and  study  of  the 
common  and  more  important  natural  objects  and  laws  of  nature  as 
they  are  exemplified  within  the  range  of  the  scliool  section  or  of  the 
pupils*  observations.     Under  this  head  pupils  should  not  be  required 
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to  memorize  notes  or  facts  which  they  have  not  at  least  to  some 
extent  actually  observed  or  verified  for  themselves."  And  in  the 
Journal  of  Education,  in  the  contracted  course  suggested  for  country 
schools,  directions  are  given,  concluding  with  the  following  words  : — 

"  Tt  must  be  remembered  that  the  memorizing  of  notes  or  facts 
merely  stated  to  pupils  isf  strictly  forbidden  under  this  head.  Such 
memorizing  is  pure  cram,  injurious  instead  of  being  useful.  These 
lessons  are  intended  to  show  pupils  how  they  may  find  out  the  facts 
and  laws  of  the  world  for  themselves.  The  lessons  must  be  direct 
from  nature  itself,  but  under  the  guidance  of  the  teacher  who  can 
save  time  in  bringing  the  pupils  to  the  point  desired  from  his  own 
more  mature  experience.  They  are  intended  to  train  the  observing 
and  inductive  faculties,  to  show  the  true  way  of  discovering  something 
of  the  nature  of  the  world  which  immediately  surrounds  us,  and 
which  is  and  will  continue  to  be  reacting  upon  us  in  one  manner  or 
another.  This  knowledge  is  so  much  power  over  nature  from  which 
we  have  to  win  our  material  existence." 

The  average  time  absorbed  in  this  work  daily  is  less  than  six  and 
one /ia{/ minutes. 

A  word  may  be  here  said  on  this  six  and  a  half  minutes  recreation, 
with  respect  to  some  of  its  peculiarities.  A  definite  list  of  objects 
for  each  grade  would  be  altogether  out  of  place  in  a  general  provin- 
cial course  of  study,  because  the  lessons  must  be  taught  from  the 
object  as  in  nature,  and  the  natural  environments  of  pupils  in  difierent 
sections  of  the  country  are  different  The  teacher,  therefore,  should 
select  the  objects  from  the  most  convenient  and  interesting  within  the 
pupil  s  scope  of  observation. 

But  the  general  course  prescribed  advises  the  teacher  not  to 
confine  his  attention  to  one  division  of  nature  alone,  as  if  there  were 
nothing  of  interest  or  value  to  be  learned  from  any  other  division. 
Such  specialization  may  be  necessary  at  a  later  date  in  the  university, 
or  in  preparation  for  the  special  occupation  of  life,  or  in  amateur 
research  work.  In  school  life,  the  most  salient  features  of  nature  on 
every  side  touching  human  interests,  should,  as  far  as  there  is  time  for 
it,  be  objectively  and  co-ordinately  studied.  A  person  who  has  not 
thought  over  the  matter  with  some  experience  to  guide  him,  might  say 
now,  "  Is  it  not  a  '  smattering '  of  all  the  sciences  you  are  attempting  to 
ofive  ?  Would  it  not  be  belter  to  be  intensive  and  confined  to  one 
narrow  line  V*  Most  certainly  not,  in  the  common  school.  Elementary 
comprehensive  study  is  as  genuine  as  intensive  university  work,  if 
truly  objective.  In  fact  the  narrow  and  intensive  study  at  this  stage 
would  he  (1)  unscientific,  and  (2)  the  creator  of  a  false  general  con- 
ception of  nature.  It  is  philosophically  unscientific  because  it 
assumes  that  nature  should  be  studied  only  in  a  narrow  tunnel  reach- 
ing down  into  the  depths  of  the  earth,  far  from  the  plane  in  which  is 
the  abode  of  human  interest  which  the  tunnel  only  intersects. 
Philosophically  considered,  it  is  just  as  sound  to  study  the  superficial 
plane  which  is  the  loctis  of  our  life,  where  we  come  into  contact 
with  the  common  mineral,  plant,  and  animal ;  mountain,  wood,  and 
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water ;  sunshine,  air,  and  cloud.  Practically  considered,  it  is  very  much 
more  profitable.  It  also  tends  to  give  a  truer  conception  of  the  laws 
of  nature.  The  pupil  is  not  so  likely  to  think  merely  as  a  mineralogist 
who  imagines  the  law  of  the  universe  to  bo  that  of  crystal ization,  or 
a  biologist  who  sees  nothing  in  it  but  cell  division,  or  the  physicist 
who  sees  nothing  in  it  but  the  effects  of.  molecular  motions,  or  a 
mythologist  who  sees  nothing  but  the  pranks  of  very  human  or 
bestial  deities  in  it.  Such  teaching  cannot  be  done  by  the  purely 
professional  minerologist,  or  geologist,  or  botanist,  or  zoologist,  or 
chemist,  or  physicist.  It  can  be  done  only  by  him  who  has  an  intelli- 
gent appreciation  of  the  coordination  of  the  common  things  around 
u-s  and  who  has  the  tact  to  open  the  eyes  of  his  pupils  to  the 
nature  of  their  surroundings.  Nature  is  one.  The  artificial  division 
of  it  is  merely  for  the  specialization  of  labor  for  its  more  complete 
exploration.  But  although  children  should  follow  the  exploring 
method,  they  should* not  be  confined  to  the  simple  tunnel  of  the 
laborer.     That,  with  its  one-sided  wear,  will  come  soon  enough. 

Spelling  (Oral  and  Written). 

« 

Although  appearing  here  as  a  separate  subject,  Spelling  for  the 
most  part  is  taken  up  with  the  Reading  lesson.  When  the  teacher's 
estimate  is  properly  made  it  should  include  the  average  time  he  spends 
on  spelling  in  connection  with  these  lessons.  The  work  of  the 
spelling  class  is  .simply  an  examination  on  a  definite  spelling  lesson, 
which  is  most  commonly  a  home  lesson,  and  in  the  lower  grades 
one  of  the  chief  home  lessons.  Were  English  spelled  phoneti- 
cally, it  would  save  two  full  years  of  school  room  and  home  time 
of  study  out  of  the  first  ten  years  of  school  life.  To  that 
extent  every  pupil  having  to  learn  English,  as  it  is  written,  is 
handicapped  as  compared  with  pupils  in  Germany,  Spain,  and  other 
countries  where  the  written  language  is  phonetically  spelled,  or 
nearly  so.  In  1880  the  German  orthography  was  simplified  by 
decree  of  the  Prussian  Government  after  some  four  years  study  of  the 
problem  by  conference  and  otherwise,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Minister  of  Education.  While  the  general  principle  laid  down  reads 
"express  every  sound  you  hear  in  correct  and  distinct pronounciation, 
by  its  proper  sign  "  ;  particular  directions  were  given  for  the  simplifi- 
cations of  certain  classes  of  irregularities.  The  spelling  is  now  very 
nearly  phonetic,  French  spelling,  which  is  nearly  as  irregular  as 
English,  has  for  some  time  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
refcrmer.  Only  two  years  ago  the  conmiittee  of  the  French  Academy, 
on  the  revision  of  its  great  dictionary  of  the  language  for  the  new 
(eighth)  edition,  presented  a  report  recommending  important  simplifi- 
cations of  French  spelling.  The  object  of  the  changes  was  stated  to 
be  "  to  make  the  task  of  learning  the  language  more  easy  by  making 
its  orthography  more  logical,  and  thereby  to  facilitate  its  use  by 
foreigners."  The  changes  att'ect  over  one  thousand  common  words, 
and  are  to  go  into  use  at  once.  The  English  language  does  not  yet 
acknowledge  an  authority  which  can  impress  its  views  on  all  sections 
of  the  English  world.  Although  an  authority  greater  than  ever 
represented  in  any  English   dictionary  hitherto,  is  beginning  to  arise 
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in  the  Philological  Societies  of  England  and  America,  the  inflaence 
of  which  is  apparent  in  the  new  Standard  Dictionary;  still  there  is 
no  central,  all  compelling  authorit}',  to  regulate  extensive  changes  of 
orthography  in  the  direction  of  simplification.  To  preserve  the 
uniformity,  if  not  the  unity  of  the  written  language,  it  is  our  cluty, 
therefore,  to  enforce  attention  to  accurate  spelling  according  to  the 
best  common  usage,  no  matter  what  it  costs.  This  is,  therefore,  the 
general  direction  given  to  teachers  for  Spelling  and  Dictation  :  — 

"  It  should  be  strictly  insisted  upon  that,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment in  the  first  grade,  the  pupil  should  spell  every  word  read  in 
lessons,  and  common  words  of  similar  diflSculty  used  in  his  conversation 
Writing  words  in  the  lower  grades.  Transcription  and  dictation 
in  the  higher  grades  should  be  utilized  more  and  more  as  facility  in 
writinsr  increases." 


The  time  devoted  to  the  subject  on  an  average  in  every  school 
room  in  the  Province,  is  a  little  over  thirty-one  minutes  each  day. 
As  in  the  higher  grades  but  little  time  is  taken  in  the  formal  exami- 
nation of  spelling,  the  lower  grades  must  take  a  correspondingly 
greater  time  than  this  average. 

Reading   and  Elocution. 

Elocution  is  the  name  the  subject  takes  in  the  higher  grades  of  the 
High  Schools.  Were  the  language  spelled  phonetically, mechanical  read- 
ing could  be  learned  in  a  few  weeks.  Teachers  could  then  have  the  time 
thus  saved,  as  also  that  saved  by  the  simple  spelling,  spent  in 
studying  the  thought  in  the  language,  and  its  best  expression.  But 
mechanical  reading  must  first  be  mastered,  and  then  the  spelling. 
Hence  the  class  and  the  teacher  are  often  so  wearied  by  these 
necessary  preliminaries,  that  the  chief  end  of  the  lesson  is  too  often 
reached  under  a  state  of  exhaustion  which  robs  the  work  of  its  fresh- 
ness and  interest.  These  are  causes  which  undoubtedly  tend  to  defeat 
the  great  effort  made  to  secure  excellence  in  this  department  in  many 
schools.  A  proof  that  the  effort  is  being  made  is  given  ih  the  fact 
that  about  sixty-one  minutes  daily  are  absorbed  in  the  schools  in 
reading  exercises  alone,  under  the  following  general  directions : — 

"  1.  Pupils  must  be  enabled  to  clearly  understand  the  portion  to 
be  read,  then  to  read  it  with  proper  expression.  2.  Faults  of  enuncia- 
tion, pronunciation,  etc.,  of  tone,  of  posture  and  manner,  etc.,  must 
be  carefully  noted  and  corrected.  3.  Choice  passages  should  be 
memorized  occasionally  for  recitation  with  the  proper  expression." 

English  Composition   and  Grammar. 

"  In  all  grades  practice  should  constantly  be  given  in  expressing 
the  substance  of  stories,  lessons,  or  observations,  orally  in  correct 
language,  and  in  the  higher  grades  in  writing  also.  Discussion  of 
subject  matter  of  lesson.  Attention  to  the  use  of  capitals,  punctua- 
tion marks,  paragraphing,  etc.,  should  be  introduced  gradually  and 
regularly,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  common  school  course  language 
in  correct  form  can  be  fluently  used  in  description  or  business  letters, 
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orally  and  in  writing.  The  practical  rather  than  the  theoretical  know- 
ledge of  English  is  what  is  specially  required  in  the  common  school, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  school  time  should  be  given  to  it  Pupik 
should  be  continually  exercised  in  finding  synonyms  or  substituting 
'  th*eir  own  meanings  '  for  difficult  words  in  their  reading  lessons, 
instead  of  merely  memorizing  definitions  often  given  at  head  of 
lesson." 

Under  these  general  directions  over  tiuenty-two  minutes  daily  on 
an  average  are  devoted  to  English  language. 

We  thus  see  that  mure  than  118  minutes  per  day  on  the  average 
have  been  spent  on  these  three  divii*ions  of  English,  which  really 
form  one  subject, — English  Langtioge.  That  is  about  two  hours  a 
day.  And  in  addition  to  this,  these  very  same  subjects  require  more 
effort  from  the  pupils  than  any  other  as  home   work. 

Writing  and  Book-keeping. 

Paradoxical  though  it  may  appear,  it  is  a  fact  that  in  many  schools 
the  legibility  and  beauty  of  writing  are  injured  by  the  excess  of 
writing.  The  devotion  to  written  exercises  for  the  purposeof  develop- 
ing accuracy  of  expression  and  rapidity  of  writing,  always,  when  the 
teacher  is  not  careful,  ruins  the  hand-writing.  W^itness  the  caco- 
graphy  of  the  majority  of  our  professional  men.  Like  them  the 
school  boy  is  anxious  to  save  time  ;  and  therefore  hurries  through  his 
written  exercises,  gaining  rapidity  at  the  expense  of  legibility. 
Hence  the  origin  of  the  general  directions : — 

"  Styles  most  easy  to  read  should  be  cultivated.      Simple  vertical 

writing  is  generally  preferable  to  the  sloping  styles.     No  exercise  in 

writing  should  be  accepted  by  the  teacher  from  the  pupil  unless  its  form 

shows  evidence  of  care.     Should  begin  in  the  first  grade  with  letters 

formed  from  the  simple  elements   properly  classified,  and  should  be 

taught  in  the  order  of  difficulty." 
■ 

The  average  daily  time  taken  by  these  two  subjects  in  our  schools 
is  twenty 'Six  minutes. 

Geography  and  History. 

On  account  of  the  tendency  to  unnecessary  memory  work  in  these 
subjects  with  young  children,  the  amount  recouniiended  in  the  course 
of  study  has  been  gradually  reduced  as  coinpared  with  former  years. 
In  too  man}'  schools  the  pupils  had,  under  fear  of  the  task-master,  to 
memorize  great  quantities  of  matter  at  home,  in  order  to  recite  or  be 
examined  mechanically  in  class.  The  following  general  direction  was 
therefore  placed  before  the  eyes  of  every  teacher : — 

"75  and  76.  Geography  and  History. — The  verbal  memorizing  of 
these  lessons  at  home  by  the  pupil  is  for  the  most  part  injurious  to 
the  character  of  the  memorj'  and  useless  as  practical  knowledge. 
For  in  spite  of  all  cautions  and  instructions  to  the  contrary,  most 
pupils  when  left  to  themselves  mentally  associate  the  facts  memorized 
with  the  wording,  the  paragraph  and  the  page  of  a  book,  instead  of 
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with  the  proper  locus  in  the  map,  or  with  the  proper  system  of 
related  facts.  These  lessons  should  therefore  be  prepared  under  the 
careful  and  philosophic  direction  of  the  teacher  in  the  school  room, 
at  least  until  the  pupils  are  trained  how  to  study  aright.  The  home 
work  would  then  be  only  the  review  and  perfecting  of  the  lessons  by 
the  pupils  in  the  proper  manner  by  reference  to  the  several  items  in 
the  text.  Local  or  current  events,  historical,  economic  or  scientific, 
should  be  skillfully  used  to  interpret  the  remote  in  time  and  place." 

These  two  subjects  during  the  school  year  have  absorbed  daily  on 
the  average  about  forty  minutes. 

Drawing. 

A  very  good  series  of  Drawing  Books  has  been  prescribed ;  but 
on  account  of  its  price  its  use  is  not  compulsory  in  the  school  room. 
We  are  awaiting  an  equally  good,  but  cheaper  series.  The  course  of 
study  prescribes  not  tlie  Drawing  Books;  but  Drawing  as  in  the 
prescribed  books.  In  many  schools  the  drawing  book,  therefore,  is 
home-made,  at  the  cost  of  two  or  three  cents.  Some  kinds  of  wrap- 
ping paper  which  take  the  pencil  well,  make  very  serviceable  books. 
The  teacher  gives  the  drawing  exercises  on  the  black-board  from  her 
copy  of  the  prescribed  book.  In  the  higher  grades  of  the  Common 
School  the  pupil  is  led  up  to  understand  the  construction  of  plans 
according  to  scale,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  solve  readily  by  drawing, 
any  easy  work  in  land  surveying,  house  building,  maps,  and  the  like. 
Drawing  is  also  used  in  connection  with  object  lessons,  so  as  to  train 
the  eye  in  the  habit  of  accurate  seeing,  as  well  as  the  muscles  of  the 
hand  to  the  accurate  execution  of  the  idea.  This  work  is  light  and 
recreative,  more  useful  than  writing  in  training  the  hand,  and  has 
taken  up  no  more  time  on  the  average  than  eight  and  a  half  minutes 
a  day. 

Arithmetic. 

This  includes  the  all-importaat  mental  arithmetic  as  well  as  slate 
arithmetic.  As,  in  all  buc  the  most  elementary  stages,  the  fundamental 
operations  in  Arithmetic  must  be  so  instantaneous  as  to  depend  for 
their  accuracy  altogether  on  an  acquired  mental  habit  which  may  make 
or  mar  forever  the  arithmetical  success  of  the  pupil,  the  following 
general  direction  is  put  before  every  teacher's  eye  : — 

•'78.  Arithmetic. — It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  secure  the 
habit  of  obtaining  accurate  answers  at  ih^  first  attempt.  Every  slip 
in  mental  or  written  arithmetical  work  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
is  a  positive  education  in  a  habit  which  will  tend  to  render  useless  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  afterwards  to  become  accurate  or  even  to  make 
satisfactory  progress  in  mathematics.  Accuracy  is  of  supreme 
importance  from  the  first.  Rapidity  may  then  be  neglected  to  look 
after  itself.  In  the  first  four  grades  the  teacher  will  have  to  prepare 
a  great  number  of  exercises  of  a  nature  not  specially  arranged  for  in 
the  present  prescril^ecl  text-book,  so  that  the  pupils  may  be  accurate 
and  rapid  in  their  operations." 
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[Since  the  close  of  the  school  year  on  which  I  am  reporting,  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  prescribed  concurrently  with  the 
old  text-book  now  for  many  years  on  the  Common  School  Course,  and 
havincr  yet  two  years  to  run,  a  Common  School  Arithmetic  which 
remedies  the  defect  alluded  to  in  the  above  direction.  Not  only  is 
its  price  cheaper  page  for  page  than  the  old,  the  exercises  more 
numerous,  appropriate,  and  better  graded,  the  paper  and  print 
superior,  and  the  general  treatment  (barring  minor  defects  which  will 
be  removed  in  the  succeeding  edition^)  equal  to  the  best  modern 
Common  School  Arithmetic  in  the  English  language ;  but  it  has 
another  valuable  feature  now  to  us.  It  is  published  in  three  parts, 
each  containing  about  two  year's  work.  This  feature,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  to  buy  the  books.  Instead  of 
purchasing  arithmetical  text  enough  for  six  or  seven  years  to  be 
carried  about  until  it  is  worn  out  or  lost  before  the  last  of  it  is 
utilized,  each  pai  t  can  be  had  fresh  and  new  as  it  is  required.  It  may 
also  be  mentioned  here,  that  there  are  several  books  upon  the  prescribed 
list  whose  removal  I  shall  recommend  so  soon  as  we  can  get  the 
proper  books  to  take  their  place.  But  as  the  annoyance  caused 
by  the  change  of  a  text-book  is  likey  under  any  circumstances  to 
be  more  or  less  felt,  it  is  not  desirable  to  make  a  change  until  some- 
thing is  found  which  is  a  very  clear  improvement,  and  is  not  likely  to 
need  revision  for  a  long  time.] 


The  time  aV)Sorbed  in  teaching  Arithmetic  daily,  on  an  average, 
was  fifty-nine  minutes — about  an  hour  This  does  not  include  "  seat  ** 
study,  which  necessarily  in  rural  schools  takes  up  very  much  more 
of  the  time  of  the  pupil  than  it  does  of  the  teacher — as  it  also  does 
in  most  of  the  graded  schools. 

Perce.n'tage  of  Time  to  each  Suiwect. 

Trom  this  table  we  can  calculate  the  number  of  minutes  given  to 
each  sul)j»^ct  of  the  so-called  Common  School  suV)jects  by  the  teacher 
out  of  everv  hundred  minutes.     Here  is  the  result : — 

ff        Average  percentsfre  of  nch'ol 
Namx  of  SrB.TiCT.  time  taken  ny  Teacher 

for  each  subject. 

Calisthenics 1. 

Vocal  Music 1.6 

Hygiene  and  Temperance 2..S 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties 1.7 

Object   Lessons  on   Nature 2.3 

Spelling 11.3 

Reading,  etc 23.4? 

Composition  and  Grammar S.O 

Writing 7.2 

Book-keeping 2.3 

(ieography 8.1 

History 6.3 

Drawing 3.1 

Ainthmetic , . . .  21.4 

100.0 
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The  subjects  which  may  be  called  the  "  nerve-exhausting  ones  " 
are  given  in  italics.  They  also  include  those  requiring  "home  lessons." 
The  others  are  the  "  recreative  "  subjects.  But,  as  explained  before, 
each  different  heading  is  given  here  for  the  purpose  of  always  keepr 
ing  before  the  teacher  every  necessary  side  of  his  work.  Some 
require  the  great  bulk  of  the  time,  others  require  little  time  ;  but 
that  little  is  very  important  for  the  attractiveness  and  usefulness  of 
the  school.  To  group  them  into  subjects  in  the  popular  sense,  we 
might  do  as  follows  : — 

Subjects  of  Common  School  Course  of  Study  and  Percentage 

OF  Time  given  to  them  in   School. 

Percentage  of  Time. 

r  Spelling 11.3  V 

1.  English-     Reading 23.4    I    42.7 

(  Composition  . .      8.0  J 

2.  Arithmetic 21.4 

3.  Geography  (8.1 )  and  History  (6.3) 14.4 

4.  Writing  (7.2),  Drawing  (3.1),  and  Book-keeping  (2.3) 12.6 

5.  General    intelligence    lessons   and    improvement    exercises 

(Cal.,   Music,   Hygiene,  Morals,  and  Nature) 8.9 

100.0 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  table  was  the  average  time  given 
in  the  school  rooms  of  the   Province  for  the  year  ended  July,  1894, 
every  component  item  being  to-day  recorded  in  the  school  registers  in 
every  section  in  the  Province,  and  sworn  to  as  the  most  correct  estimate 
the  teacher  could   make  in  the  returns  transmitted  to  the  Education 
Office.     As  in  the  olden  time,  English,  Arithmetic,  and  Writing  are  the 
staple  subjects  of  the  schools.  There  is  yet,perhaps,too  much  time  spent 
in   memorizing   subject    No.  3,    Geography   and    History,   at   home. 
There  is  yet,  also,  a  great  lack  of  skill  on  the  part  of  most  teachers  to 
utilize  the  recreative  subjects  (No.  5),  so  as  to  break  the  monotony  and 
weariness  of  the  school,  to  correct  bad  habits  of  body,  and  form  good 
ones,  and  even  to  practise  the  expression  of  thought  in  good  English 
in  the   most  interesting  and  rational  way  possible — the  description 
and  explanation  of  what  pupils  see  and  understand  in  their  surround- 
ings.     In  the  Cou'inon   Schools,  the  be?>t  English  will  be  found,  as 
a   general    rule,  where  the  best  object  and   oral   lessons  are  given. 
Language  can  be  correctly  learned  only  as  it  is  used  for  the  expression 
of  ideas  which  are  distinctly  comprehended.     In  this  and  other  waj^'s, 
the  eight  or  nin^,  per  cent,  of  recreative  exercises  indicated  above, 
besides  relieving  the  pressure,  interesting  the  intelligence,  and  promot- 
ingr  health  of  body  and  mind,  will  enable  the  pupils  to  do  better  work 
in  the  old  and  staple  subjects  than  was  ever  generally  possible  with- 
out them. 

Time  in  doing  High  School  Woiik. — VIII. 

This  table  is  interesting,  perhaps  not  so  much  from  the  information 
it  gives  of  the  average  amount  of  time  absorbed  in  the  teaching  of 
each  subject,  as  the  information  it  gives  as  to  the   number  of  schools 
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attempting  to  do  more  or  less  high  school  work.  There  is  a  number 
of  well  known  high  schools  besides  the  County  Academies.  But  such 
institutions  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  denser  centres  of  population. 
But  from  this  table  it  appears  that  there  are  778  schools  in  which 
Algebra  is  taught.  This  may  inclade  of  course  some  of  the  el^^mentary 
work  in  Grade  VIII.  500  in  which  Geometry  is  taught  This  may 
include  the  practical  Geometry  of  Grade  VIII.  289  in  which  Physics  is 
taught-  194  in  which  Physiology  is  taught.  169  in  which  Chemistry 
is  taught  119  in  which  Practical  Mathematics  is  taught  80  in 
which  French  is  taught  69  in  which  Latin  is  taught.  And  16  in 
which  Greek  is  taught 

Teachers,  as  a  general  rule,  like  to  encourage  their  pupils  to  advance 
as  far  as  possible.  In  country  schools  it  is  therefore  not  uncommonly 
found  that  there  may  be  one  or  two  pupils  doing  some  high  school 
work.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  any  teacher  of  judgment  will  give  but 
very  little  of  the  school  time  to  the  advanced  pupil,  who  as  a  general 
rule,  is  an  interested  student,  and  can  make  progress  by  occasional 
momentary  hints  from  the  teacher.  In  making  an  average,  say  of  the 
119  schools  in  which  Practical  Mathematics  is  taught,  we  get  16 
minutes  per  day.  But  as  in  mixed  common  and  high  schools  the  time 
given  must  be  very  short,  the  longer  time  given  to  the  subject  in  the 
pure  high  schools  is  strongly  masked  in  the  "  average  *'  by  the  greater 
number  of  the  partial  high  schools.  But  stiil  there  is  value  in  these 
statistics  apart  from  the  idea  that  it  is  useful  to  have  the  facts  recorded 
in  the  Register  as  the  history  of  the  work  of  the  school.  The  product 
of  the  "  average '*  by  the  number  of  the  schools  referred  to,  is  an 
accurate  quantitative  statement  of  the  time  spent  in  the  schools  of  the 
province  in  each  of  these  subjects.  Owing  to  defective  statistics  in 
some  teachers*  returns  from  the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria, 
their  averages  are  omitted  from  this  table,  so  as  not  to  affect  the 
provincial  average. 

It  should  not  be  surprising  if  the  tendency  of  the  teacher  to 
encourage  pupils  to  continue  at  school  after  finishing  the  work  of  the 
common  schools  in  rural  sections,  should,  under  certain  circumstances, 
give  rise  to  complaints  from  certain  parties  that  the  common  school 
work  is  neglected  to  too  great  an  extent  for  the  few  doing  advanced 
work.  Teachers  should  be  careful  not  to  give  any  just  occasion  for 
the  neglect  of  the  general  school  for  any  special  section  of  it. 

But  just  here  comes  up  the  question,  should  the  teacher  be  prepared 
to  distribute  his  attention  evenly  upon  the  pupils  of  a  rural  school 
containing  all  Grades  from  I  to  X  or  XI.  ?  Yes.  evenly  upon  the 
pupils,  (not  upon  the  subjects),  if  such  has  been  the  agreement  with 
the  trustees.  On  the  other  hand,  have  the  trustees  the  right  to  say 
to  the  teacher,  you  shall  teach  no  higher  subjects  in  this  school  than 
tho^e  of  Grade  VIII.  ?  There  are  circumstances  in  which  such  a  right 
might  be  sustained.  The  Statutes  and  the  Regulations  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  give  very  material  aid  to  High  Schools,  County 
Academies  in  particular,  to  make  provision  for  effective  high  school 
teaching,  in  order  to  obviate  to  some  extent,  the  necessity  of  making 
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a  very  poor  provision  for  such  instruction  in  every  section.  But  so 
long  as  teachers  are  tactful  and  trustees  judicious,  there  will  be  no 
demand  for  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  or  a  Statute  to  take 
away  from  sections  the  power  of  allowing  more  or  less  high  school 
work  to  be  done  in  rural  (ungraded)  schools. 

Classification  of  Pupils.-^IX. 

605  are  returned  as  Kindergarten  pupils.  From  personal  know- 
ledge or  reports  made  to  me,  I  cannot  say  that  all  these  are  being 
trained  in  fully  equipped  Kindergartens.  Cape  Breton  reports  60  in 
the  Kindergarten,  while  Colchester,  with  its  notable  Truro  Kinder- 
garten, reports  none,  as  the  institution  is  not  a  public  school.  Halifax 
and  Dartmouth  are  making  very  creditable  provisions  for  free 
Kindergarten  education.  Adding  in  the  number  of  pupils  reported  as 
belonging  to  public  Kindergartens  with  those  of  Grade  I,  we  have  the 
following  classification  of  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools : — 

Grade  1 18,908 

..      II 13,489 

n      III 12,184 

..      IV 12,672 

..      V 11,158 

..      VI 9,202 

M      VII 9,409 

..      VIII 6,489 

Total  Common  School  Pupils 93,511  * 

Grade  IX 2,922 

M      X 1,186 

..      XI 460 

XII  .  82 

Total  High  School  Pupils.'.'.'.*.* '. '. ". '. t*,650 

Total  Public  School  Pupils ♦98,161 

These  4,650  high  school  pupils  include  1,095  who  are  taking  only  a 
partial  high  school  course. 

Deducting  from  the  general  returns  of  pupils  of  high  school  grade, 
those  returned  as  belonging  to  the  Countj'  Academies,  we  find  the 
number  returned  by  teachers  as  of  high  school  grade  who  are  in 
attendance  at  the  non-academic  high  schools  and  partial  high  schools. 
We  must  take  this  enumeration  with  some  reserve,  as  the  classification 
is  based  not  upon  the  examination  of  a  central  board  of  examiners, 
but  simply  on  the  estimate  of  the  teachers  themselves  throughout  the 
country. 


*  The  attention  of  Inspsctora  and  Teachers  is  called  tu  the  dtscrepancy  between  the  96,1G1  of  this 
teble,  the  ws.TlO  of  table  V,  and  the  97,920  of  Uble  IV. 

f  Compare  with  sum  of  15th  column  of  table  IX. 
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General  Returns,  Count}' 

High  School  Students.  Acidemtc.  Non-Academic. 

Grade  IX 2.922  593  2,829 

M      X 1,1S6  423  763 

M       XI 4G0  303  157 

M      XII 82  52  30 

Totals 4,650  1 ,371  3,279 

• 

All  we  can  say  for  certain  of  these  3,279  non-academic  high  school 
pupils  is,  that  they  are  all  studying  some  high  school  subjects.  From 
one  column  of  this  table  we  learn  the  additional  fact,  that  ot  the.% 
3,279  non-academic  students  1,095  take  only  a  partial  course,  which 
would  leave  the  number  outside  of  the  County  Academics  taking  full 
high  school  work  at  2,184.  Making  due  allowance  for  the  discrepan- 
cies which  we  have  noted,  we  are  correct  in  snb-divi<ling  into  round 
numbers  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  as  follows: — 

Common  Schools 93,500 

Partial  Hicrh  School 1 ,100 

Full  High  School 3,40<) 

Totol 98.000 

Analysis  of  High  School  Studies. — X  to  XIII. 

Grade  IX. 

Here  we  find  a  general  increase  of  between  four  and  five  hundred 
over  last  year. 

Grade  X. 

Here  there  is  a  general  decrease  of  between  twenty  and  thirty,  as 
compared  with  last  year.     But  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  Latin. 

Grade  XI. 

Here  also  there  is  a  general  decrease  of  between  twenty  and  thirty, 
but  as  in  the  previous  grade  there  is  an  increase  in  Latin. 

Grade  XII. 

In  this  Grade  there  is  a  general  increase  of  from  twenty  to  thirty, 
while  Latin,  an  optional,  makes  nearlj  the  maximum  increase. 

Under  this  head  I  nniv  mention,  that  the  School  Commissioners  of 
Halifax,  after  a  short  and  remarkably  successful  exp'?rience  with  this 
(jlra<le,  have  nevertheless,  after  the  present  year,  limited  the  high 
school  work  at  the  end  of  Grade  XL  As  the  University  of 
Dalhousie  in  its  more  elementary  courses  will  cover  the  ground  of 
Grade  XII,  the  action  of  the  Comnnssioners  may  be  justifiable  on 
economic  jTrouuds. 

The  number  of  high  school  students  appears  to  have  very  largely 
increased  on  the  whole  as  couj pared  with  former  years,  and  even  las^t 
year.  This  is  no  doubt  due  at  least  partly  to  the  simplification  of  the 
High  School  Course  of  Stu<ly,and  to  the  opportunity  it  gives  students  to 
prepare  for  the  various  colleges  and  other  institutions  in   the  same 
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schools  without  following  different  courses  of  study  as  formerly,  and 
to  enter  these  institutions  without  undergoing  special  examinations. 
Further  allusion  to  the  High  School  Course  of  Study  may  be  made 
when  referring  to  the  results  of  the  Provincial  Examination  in 
table  XXI. 

Average  Salaries. — XIV  and  XV. 

To  avoid  the  possibility  of  error  on  account  of  the  fractional 
character  of  last  year,  it  will  be  safer  to  draw  comparisons  with  the 
figures  of  the  last  previous  complete  year  which  ended  31st  October, 
1892.  As  in  the  old  tables  classes  A  and  B  are  taken  together  we 
must  combine  them  in  our  present  report  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Average  annual  salary,  male  *'  A  "  and  "  B  "  teachers  1802 ....  8488  95 
I.  M  II  II  .1        1894 521  01 

Average  increase $  82  OC 

Average  auLual  salary,  female  "  A  "  teachers,  1892 $ 

..  n  If  ..  1894 _652  00 

Average  annual  salary,  female  "  B  "  teachers,  1892 $295  77 

1894 319  '12 

Average  increase $  23  45 

Average  annual  salary,  male  "  C  "  teachers,  1892 $255  45 

M  I,  „  M         1894 275  76 

Average  increase $  20  31 

Average  annual  salary,  female  *•  C ''  teachers,  1892 $224  24 

,.  n  „  ,,         1894 227  93 

Average  increase $    _?.  ^ 

Average  annual  salary,  male  "  D  "  teachers,  1892 $180  05 

1894 180  70 

Average  increase $     0  65 

Average  annual  salary,  female  *'  D  "  teachers,  1892 $158  43 

1894 156  50 

Average  decrease $     1  93 

This  comparison  shows  a  decided  and  universal  tendency  to  rise  in 
the  salaries  of  the  better  class  of  teachers.  And  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  ; 
for  otherwise  we  could  not  expect  rapid  improvement  in  the  profes- 
sion, as  is  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  Inspector  Maclsaac.  It  is 
only  in  the  very  lowest  class  of  teachers  we  find  the  tendency  to 
accept  lower  salaries  than  formerly.  Such  teachers,  while  probably 
receiving  as  much  as  they  are  worth,  by  appealing  to  altogether  false 
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ideas  of  economy  on  the  part  of  ignorant  or  unfaithful  trustees,  may 
have  helped  to  throw  out  of  the  profession  a  teacher  whom  everyone 
would  feel  to  be  worth  double  the  salary  to  the  section  had  he  been 
engaged. 

Aid  to  Poor  Sections.— XVII.  and  XVIII. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  tables  that  there  is  some  diversity  in 
the  extra  grants  payable  under  the  law  to  the  different  Counties.  So 
far  as  the  extra  County  Grant  is  concerned,  the  number  of  sections  put 
on  the  ''Poor  List ''  is  a  matter  for  local  municipal  consideration  alone. 
But  when  we  come  to  the  Provincial  Grant,  the  putting  of  an  extra 
section  on  the  "  Poor  List "  by  a  Board  of  School  Commissioners  is  a 
tax  put  on  the  Provincial  Grant  of  every  teacher  throughout  the 
Province.  This  tax  amounted  to  33,647.31  last  year.  Boards  of 
School  Commissioners  should  therefore  be  careful  that  no  section  is 
put  on  this  list  unless  there  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  have  the 
section  strengthened  by  union  with  another  section,  or  by  the  consoli- 
dation of  several  sections  into  a  fewer  number  bv  the  revision  of  old 
boundaries.  If  this  principle  is  not  observed  in  any  case,  then  a 
District  Board  of  Commissioners  is  taxing,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
every  teacher  in  the  Province  on  account  of  the  selfish  and  unfair 
whim  persisted  in  by  a  group  of  people  entitled  to  no  greater 
privileges  than  the  rest  of  their  countrymen. 

County  Academies — XIX. 

During  the  year  I  have  been  able  to  visit  all  tl\^  County  Academies, 
some  of  them  more  than  once,  with  the  single  exception  of  Guysboro. 
This  table  gives  so  many  details,  covering  so  many  points,  that  it  is 
unnecessary,  under  the  pressure  of  other  departments  of  this  report, 
to  consider  its  suggestive  points.  These  will  be  in  order  on  a  future 
occasion  when  the  drift  of  some  of  the  changes  indicated  may  be  more 
marked.  High  schools  receiving  no  large  grants  such  as  are  shown  in 
a  column  on  page  33  in  this  table,  are  now  arising,  some  of  them  more 
fully  equipped  than  many  of  the  County  Academies.  This  will 
eventually  lead  to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  distributing  the 
Academic  grant,  if  not  to  its  cessation  altogether  ;  or  else  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  poorer  County  Academies  compatible  with  the  provincial 
grant  received.  This  grant  is  not  merely  a  bonus  given  to  the 
fortunate  shire  town  section  of  a  County  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
its  local  taxation  for  educational  purposes.  It  must  represent  so 
much  clear  expenditure  over  and  above  the  average  expenditure  of 
'*  non-academic  "  towns  for  education,  in  order  to  justify  the  system 
to  the  province  at  large.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  "  academic  "  towns  do  all  that  is  here  suggested  and  more. 
They  arc  spontaneous  leaders  in  the  educational  advance.  Amherst 
Academy,  elsewhere  alluded  to,  was  opened  during  the  year  with  a 
luxurious  accommodation  compared  with  the  best  institutions  a  few 
years  ago.  Lunenburg  has  already  commenced  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  a  building  for  its  Academy  and  Common  schools  which  will 
be  an  ornament  to  the  town  and  a  credit  to  the  Province.  Gu^'sboro 
is  also  building  anew,  and  Kentville  is  making  an  extensive  addition 
to  the  Academy  and  Common  school  building  in  accordance  with 
more  modern  ideas. 
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Provincial  High  School  Examination. — XXI. 

* 

The  Provincial  High  School  Examination  is  another  name  for  the 
old  "  Teacher's  Examination."  But  with  the  same  machinery  it  does 
more.  It  simplified  the  course  of  study  by  the  assimilation  of  the 
old  High  School  Course  which  had  to  be  followed  by  the  Academies 
on  the  pain  of  the  loss  of  the  Academic  grant,  with  the  syllabus  of 
examination  for  teachers  which  had  to  be  followed  by  the  Academies 
on  the  pain  of  losing  candidates  for  the  teaching  profession.  It 
enables  pupils  in  the  same  school  to  prepare  for  the  differbnt  universi- 
ties or  other  institutions  requiring  tests  of  scholarship,  without  adding 
a  different  course,  or  even  an  additional  text-book  to  the  course.  A 
Provincial  Examination  was  a  necessity  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
scholarship  of  teachers.  It  is  now  opened  for  the  admission  of  volun- 
tary candidates  from  any  school,  or  from  private  study,  who  would 
like  to  have  a  Provincial  Certificate  which  can  be  used  at  home  and 
abroad  with  a  prestige  which  exempts  the  holder  from  examinations 
otherwise  necessary.  The  system,  therefore,  has  tended  not  only  to 
the  simplification  of  courses  of  study  in  the  High  schools,  but  to  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  different  examinations. 

With  respect  to  the  value  of  the  form  of  the  certificate  for  the 
admission  of  students  to  colleges  or  universities  of  various  standards 
of  entrance,  it  may  be  explained,  to  clear  away  any  misapprehensions, 
that  the  value  of  each  of  the  candidates'  examination  papers  is  given 
on  the  document.  A  university  may  require  a  **  pass "  of  50  per 
cent.,  or  60  per  cent,  or  70  per  cent.,  say,  on  the  Latin  of  the  course, 
or  on  any  other  subject.  A  candidate  may  fail  in  taking  a  "  High 
School''  Certificate  at  all;  but  yet  his  marks  on  the  certificate  " of 
his  examination''  may  show  sufficiently  high  marks  on  the  required 
subjects  to  admit  the  candidate  to  college  without  any  further  exami- 
nation. Each  college  may  have  a  different  standard  of  entrance,  but 
the  single  Provincial  Examination  Certificate  will  do  equally  for  each 
institution,  as  it  will  show  whether  the  candidate  has  attained  the 
proficiency  required  by  its  particular  standard,  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  marks  on  the  certificate  and  the  examination  papers  which 
are  always  published. 

That  the  institution  in  its  present  form  is  very  popular,  appears 
from  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates  at  the  last 
examination.  From  the  1,506  of  1893  the  number  went  up  to  1922 
in  1894,  being  an  increase  of  416,  over  27  per  cent 

Although,  as  Inspector  Maclellan  has  pointed  out  in  his  report, 
the  course  of  study  evolved  by  the  leading  teachers  of  experience  in 
the  province,  and  subjected  year  after  year  to  criticism,  committees, 
and  modifications  at  the  Provincial  Educational  Conventions,  can  easily 
be  carried  out  by  the  pupil  of  average  ability  under  a  teacher  who 
understands  his  vocation,  it  should  be  expected  that  under  certain 
conditions  some  pupils  must  have  a  painful  experience.  This  thought 
leads  to  a  consideration  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  all  courses  of 
study  and  the  examinations  upon  them,  which  are  a  species  of  com- 
mentory  upon  the  curricula  as  well  as  a  test  of  proficiency  in  the 
candidates. 
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Examinations  in  General. 

1.  As  testing  the  proficiency  of  a  candidate.  The  oral  examina- 
tion is  defective,  because  no  single  man  or  body  of  men  can  ask  the 
same  questions  of  each  candidate  coming  up  at  any  examination, 
^vithout  consciously  or  unconscious!}'  changing  the  standard  of  value 
in  a  few  hours.  If  the  examiner  becomes  conscious  of  his  drift  he 
cannot  review  the  earlier  examinations  to  compare  them  with  the  later 
ones.  It  is  defective  on  account  of  the  time  taken  up.  It  is  defect! ve, 
because  if  the  standard  of  one  examiner  is  liable  to  vary,  the  standard 
and  questions  of  the  other  independent  oral  examiners  would  have 
equally  unmeasurable  rates  of  variation.  It  is  defective,  as  a  great 
portion  of  the  business  of  the  world  is  done  in  written  language, 
and  many  who  would  be  at  home  in  writing  would  be  nervous  and 
les:s  collected  in  the  hurry  and  "  immediate  presence "  of  an  oral 
examination.  The  ivritten  exAimnsiiion  is  defective  because  the  ques- 
tions asked  may  be  just  those  the  candidate  can  or  cannot  answer. 
Another  set  of  questions  might  result  in  a  higher  or  lower  mark.  Of 
course  these  objections  lie  with  still  greater  force  against  oral  exami- 
nations, where  the  questions  are  likely  to  be  given  with  even  less 
careful  consideration. 

The  estimate  of  a  teacher  who  does  not  examine  his  students, 
would  be  a  mass  of  prepossessions  and  prejudices,  even  were  he  (1) 
honest,  and  (2)  possessed  of  the  appropriate  idea  of  proficiency. 

The  estimate  of  a  teacher  who  is  always  examining  his  students 
while  teaching  them,  and  is  constantly,  as  it  were,  posting  up  to  date 
their  several  abilities  in  his  mind,  is  the  best  estimate  of  all,  providing 
(I)  the  number  of  his  students  is  small  so  that  he  is  always  in  touch 
wnth  the  mental  development  of  each,  (2)  that  he  is  honest  and  not 
subject  to  the  tempting  influence  of  the  gain  or  loss  of  a  grant  of 
money,  or  of  the  applause  or  criticism  of  the  world,  and  (3)  that  he 
has  the  proper  conception  of  the  standard  required. 

But  even  could  we  obtain  an  abundance  of  such  teachers,  the  process 
of  exaujination  would  be  a  long  and  expensive  one.  What  then  are 
we  to  do  in  the  meantime  ?  Simply  what  is  practicable.  The 
impossible  must  in  the  meantime  be  left  in  the  region  of  speculation 
for  the  possible. 

The  written  examination  is  therefore,  in  the  Hiorh  School  grades, 
the  fairest  to  all  and  the  least  open  to  criticism  under  present 
conditions.  Even  were  an  infallible  divining  process  discovered  which 
would  instantaneously  estimate  every  element  of  virtue  in  a  candidate's 
personality  and  express  the  result  in  a  percentage,  those  just  below 
the  line  would  be  as  discontented  as  ever,  and  in  addition  to  their 
present  advantage  in  torn)enting  the  compiling  authorities,  they  could 
cry  out  *'  produce  my  work  in  detail  with  the  value  for  each  item,  to 
prove  there  has  been  no  error  not  mine,  no  point  overlooked,  and  I 
shall  submit."  But  no  record  can  be  produced,  and  therefore  no 
silence  can  be  expected,  even  by  the  infallible  process. 
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Now,  the  candidate  knows  that  there  is  a  concession  made  to 
one-sided  humanity.  His  minor  subject  at  2o  per  cent,  will  not 
*'  pluck  "  him  if  his  major  stands  at  75.  If  he  falls  a  fraction  of  a  point 
lelow  the  minimum,  he  feels  he  cannot  ask  for  another  examination, 
for  by  the  same  argument,  were  he  a  fraction  above,  he  should  be 
re-examined  to  see  if  he  should  not  have  really  fallen  below.  He 
knows  that  there  must  be  a  line — a  mathematical  one — drawn  some 
where  for  the  purpose  of  decision  ;  that  there  is  a  wide  range  above  this 
limiting  line  for  properly  qualified  candidates,  and  that  when  anyone 
approaches  the  limit  he  has  only  technical  rights,  to  be  decided  by  the 
technical  line.  The  examination  test  is  not  a  long  continued,  expensive, 
closely  testing  one ;  but  it  is  sufficient  as  a  useful  estimate,  which  is 
all  there  is  any  real  necessity  for. 

2.  Examinations  are  useful  as  commentaries  on  a  syllabus  or  course 
of  study.  If  examination  questions  are  carefully  drawn  up  with  such 
a  view,  its  directive  influence  as  an  interpretation  of  the  object  and 
more  important  features  of  a  syllabus  is  enormous.  So  much  is  this 
so,  that  there  is  a  danger  of  the  examination  papers  becoming  the 
real  syllabus.  This  danger  is  not  so  serious  if  the  examination  ques- 
tions are  so  prepared  that  they  do  not  always  fall  in  the  same  narrow 
locus  which  might  be  termed  the  "  question  curve  of  the  examiner." 
As  soon  as  this  "  question  curve  "  of  an  examiner  is  discovered,  then 
the  crammers  can  offer  promotions  at  comparatively  cheap  rate?. 

Common  School  Course. 

This  course  has  been  already  referred  to  with  its  jive  general 
subjects,  namely,  1.  English.  2.  Arithmetic.  3.  Geography  and 
History.  4.  Writing,  Drawing  (and  in  the  highest  grades  Book- 
keeping). 5.  Observation  lessons,  and  health-preserving  exercises. 
The  examinations  for  the  promotion  of  pupils  from  one  grade  to 
another  is  not  controlled  by  provincial  regulations  at  all.  All  this  it 
is  deemed  can  be  safely  left  to  the  local  authorities,  the  board  ot* 
trustees  and  the  Principal  of  the  schools  and  his  staff.  The  special 
duty  of  the  Principal  under  the  authority  of  the  Board,  is  the  grading 
of  the  various  schools  so  as  to  have  the  work  equally  divided  among 
his  staff  The  Provincial  Course  of  Study  printed  in  the  Register, 
fixes  only  one  element,  the  coordination  of  studies.  That  program  of 
eight  annual  divisions  may  have  to  be  cut  into  seven,  six,  five,  four,  or 
less  divisions,  according  to  the  number  of  pupils  and  the  consequent 
number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  section.  The  pupil  in  the  rural 
common  school  with  one  teacher,  in  the  village  school  with  two,  three, 
or  four  teachers,  or  in  the  town  with  five,  six,  seven,  or  eight  teachers, 
has  the  same  general  work  to  do,  and  may  take  eight,  nine,  or  ten 
years — more  or  less — to  accomplish  it.  The  rural  teacher  has  a  class 
of  40,  and  has  it  for  eight  years.  The  city  teacher  has  a  different 
class  of  40  each  one  of  the  eight  years.  The  rural  teacher's  class  con- 
sists of  pupils  from  Grade  I  to  VIIJ.  The  town  teacher  has  but  one  or 
two  grades  of  pupils.  The  main  difference  is  that  the  town  teacher 
can  give  from  four  to  eight  times  the  personal  attention  to  a  given 
lesson  that  the  rural  teacher  can.     The  town  teacher  can  force  the 
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attention  of  every  pupil  to  his  work  whether  he  is  interested  or  not 
The  rural  teacher  can  do  little  more  than  endeavor  to  inspire  every 
pupil  with  the  spirit  of  his  work,  but  if  the  inspiration  does  not  take 
place  he  can  not  get  the  time  for  prolonged  attention  to  the  delinquent 
Of  the  two  teachers,  the  rural  teacher  requires  both  more  force  and 
tact.  Between  these  extremes  we  find  every  possible  gradation  in 
different  sections.  The  essential  point  is  that  whatever  teachers  do, 
they  should  not  go  ahead  say  with  the  English  and  leave  Mathematics 
behind  in  one  section,  arid  do  the  reveise  in  another  section.  Such 
used  to  be  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  olden  days,  and  in  many  private 
schools  at  the  present  day.  And  the  effect  of  it  is  always  to  cause 
the  loss  of  a  term  when  the  pupil  goes  to  another  school,  to  an 
academy  or  to  a  college.  He  is  more  advanced  than  necessary  in  one 
subject,  and  not  sufficiently  advanced  in  another  to  enter  a  certain 
class.  An  ideal  school  would  be  a  teacher  with  only  from  five  to  ten 
pupils.  But  the  expense  rules  this  ideal  to  be  an  impracticability. 
We  cannot  afford  to  give  to  one  teacher  much  less  than  40  pupils, 
who  must  in  some  manner  or  other  be  taught  together.  The  necessity 
for  the  class  produces  these  two  general  evils  of  all  modern  schools. 
The  genius  must  mark  time  with  the  average  boy.  The  dunce  and 
the  invalid  are  likely  to  be  spurred  up  sometimes  rudely  to  keep 
step  with  the  cla<s.  The  genius  is  thus  often  retarded  to  become  a 
careless,  lazy,  ordinary  man.  The  invalid,  on  the  other  hand,  may 
have  his  health  still  further  injured.  What  then  must  be  done? 
The  only  general  rule  that  .sugge>ts  itself,  is  "  the  best  possible."  If 
the  teacher,  who  is  in  a  position  to  understand  the  peculiarities  of  each 
such  case,  cannot  apply  the  general  rule,  then  the  rule  is  likely  to  be 
left  unapplied,  or  a  teacher  with  sound  judgment  or  good  common 
sense  must  be  secured. 

Promotions  in  the  Common  Schools. 

In  the  ungraded  school  promotions  are  made  by  the  teacher,  and 
are  generally  made  without  a  special  examination,  as  the  teacher  is 
always  examining  while  teaching  the  pupils. 

In  graded  schools  various  methods  are  being  tested  in  different 
towns.  The  following  different  general  methods  have  come  to  my 
knowledge* : — 1.  The  teacher  recommends  to  the  principal  at  the  end 
of  the  term  a  certain  number  of  pupils  as  having  completed  satis- 
factorily the  work  assigned  to  the  department.  2.  The  teacher  makes 
nH)nthly  estiiuates  of  the  work  of  the  pupils,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
term  gives  to  the  principal  a  list  of  the  pupils  in  the  order  of  merit 
V>ased  on  the  monthly  estimates.  The  principal  then  grades  up  as 
many  as  will  approx innately  balance  the  attendance  in  the  various 
rooms,  bomnninu  at  the  head  of  list  and  ^oinijdovvn  in  order.  3.  The 
teacher  in  the  department  the  candidates  expect  to  enter,  examines 
the  pupils  and  reports  to  the  principal  4.  Tije  principal  with  a  staff 
of  examiners  (teachors)  cxauiinus  the  pupils  in  the  lower  grades 
orally,  in  the  higher  partly  orally  and  partly  in  writing.  5.  The 
sanie,  only  the  general  average  of  the  principal's  examination  is 
combined  with  the  teacher's  estimate.  In  some  towns  an  average  of 
00  or  iSb  per  cent,  used  to  be  required  for  a  pass.      In  others,  05  per 
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cent,  for  the  lower  grades ;  GO,  55,  and  50  for  the  higher  grades, 
where  the  course  is  more  extensive.  In  some  cases  only  very  rough 
estimates  are  made  instead.  It  sometimes  appears  to  be  useful  to 
change  methods  for  the  simple  benefit  of  the  alterative  efTect. 

The  High  School  Course  of  Study. 

The  High  School  Course  in  its  first  three  years  contains  the 
following  subjects,  to  which  the  values  set  after  them  are  assigned  in 
the  Provincial  Examinations  : — 

®     §  ».  (  1.  English 200  each  year. 

Isll<  ^'  Mathematics 300 

l^'^Sf  1  3.  Science  and  Drawing 200        " 

J§    iro  V  4.  Geography  and  History 100 


Gk 
O 


Grades. 


Latin.  . 
Greek . . 
French 
German 


IX. 


100 


100 


X. 


XL 


100 

200 

100 

200 

100 

100 

100 

100 

The  four  groups  in  the  imperative  portion  are  assumed  to  be  a 
valuable,  if  not  necessary,  equipment  for  all  passing  through  the  High 
schools,  and  besides  form  a  minimum  which,  those  who  cannot  do 
more  may  be  able  to  master.  It  is  found,  as  a  general  rule,  that  all 
the  abler  students  take  one  or  more  of  the  foreign  languages,  which 
are  optional  Latin  very  properly  leads,  and  during  this  year 
advanced  from  1468  students  to  1538,  French  comes  next,  and  also 
advanced  from  7G3  to  819.  Greek  comes  third,  and  advanced  from 
158  to  169.     German  comes  last,  and  advanced  from  51  to  55. 

With  respect  to  the  pronunciation  of  Latin  and  Greek,  I  am 
able  to  say  that  the  question  appears  to  be  definitely  settled  for  us. 
If  there  is  to  be  any  compromise  between  the  five  leading  modern 
pronunciations,  it  can  only  be  on  the  so-called  ancient  Roman  or 
phonetic  method.  Our  classical  honor-men  going  to  Harvard  or 
Johns  Hopkins,  for  instance,  acquire  the  phonetic  pronunciation  of 
Latin,  and  read  Greek  according  to  the  accent.  At  the  Dominion 
Educational  Convention  three  years  ago,  at  Montreal,  after  a  discus- 
sion opened  by  a  classical  professor  of  McGill,  a  resolution  was 
carried  nem.  con.  in  favour  of  this  usage  of  the  leading  universities. 
The  leading  High  Schools  in  Ontario  and  Nova  Scotia  were  then,  or 
have  since  fallen  into  line,  as  have  also  the  leading  universities  of 
this  Province.  The  matter  is  a  small  one  ;  but  a  remark  in  one  of  the 
Inspector's  reports  suggested  the  comment  at  this  point. 

Some  of  our  able  classical  scholars  would  prefer  to  have  classics 
substituted  for  one  of  the  imperative  subjects,  so  as  to  be  able  to  do 
more  classics  from  the  start.     But  in  some  of  the  smaller  High  Schools 
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an  advance  of  tlie  classical  work  would  discourage  man}'  from  taking 
the  classics,  when  the  whole  work  has  to  be  done  by  one  or  two 
teachers  at  the  most.  While  a  minimum  "  core  "  of  subjects,  with 
options  as  we  now  have  it,  is  very  convenient  for  the  certification  of 
teachers  who  must  be  acquainted  with  all  the  imperative  subjects,  a 
course  with  substitutions  would  also  have  its  good  points.  Such 
questions  will  be  some  of  the  problems  to  be  considered  by  committees 
of  the  Provincial  Educational  Association,  which  I  trust  may  be 
revived  within  the  next  year. 

In  Grade  XII.,  popularly  better  known  as  the  fourth  year  of  the 
High  School  Course,  there  is  a  bifurcation  into  a  classical  and  scientific 
side,  which,  while  narrowing  the  range  of  the  old  Grade  A,  may 
eventually  lead  to  greater  thoroughness  in  each.  This  course,  while 
optional  on  the  part  of  the  Academies,  really  belongs  to  the  first  year 
of  our  Colleges,  which  in  their  lower  classes  do  the  work  of  High 
Schools  elsewhere.  The  bifurcation  of  our  course  begins,  then,  at  the 
door  of  our  university.  Specialists  often  express  themselves  in 
favor  of  earlier  bifurcation  ;  but  general  educationists  appear  to  be 
ready  to  postpone  the  time  of  specialization  as  long  as  possible. 

Promotions  in  the  High  Schools. 

High  School  work  is  often  undertakeii  by  a  teacher  who  has  all 
the  work  of  the  Common  school  grades  in  addition.  In  pure  High 
Schools  all  the  work  is  done  either  by  one  teacher,  or  by  two,  or  three, 
or  four,  or  even  more.  Halifax  County  Academy,  for  example,  has  a 
staff  of  eight  or  nine  teachers,  and  their  work  is  confined  to  Grades 
IX.,  X.,  and  XL,  omitting  Grade  XII.  work,  which  is  now  relegated  to 
the  University.  But  in  some  of  the  Academies  an  attempt  is  made  to 
do  the  work  of  Grades  IX.,  X.,  XI.,  and  XII.,  when  there  are  no  more 
than  two  teachers,  and  in  at  least  one  case  aid  was  given  students  up 
to  Grade  XII.  with  only  one  teacher.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  trustees 
of  these  sections  to  say  that  they  did  not  ask  the  teacher  to  do  so 
much  work,  even  although  he  was  able  to  aid  the  few  advanced 
students  who  were  in  earnest  by  very  brief  hints  from  time  to  time, 
or  by  work  after  hours.  Such  work  is  voluntarily  undertaken  by  the 
teaclier  to  oblige  students  who  cannot  afford  to  go  from  home  to  a  larger 
institution.  The  spii  it  of  such  teachers  is  most  noble  and  self-sacrificing. 
But  it  is  just  possible  that  there  may  be  in  some  cases  too  much  sacrifice 
— of  both  the  teacher  and  the  majority  of  the  school.  But  if  the  local 
authorities  are  content,  it  would  ill  become  the  Provincial  authorities 
to  interfere.  And  if  the  local  authorities  are  not  content,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  the  Provincial  authorities  to  interfere,  for  such  matters 
are  under  the  control  of  the  local  board  of  trustees  or  school  commis- 
sioners. Now  the  numerous  varieties  of  High  Schools  lying  between 
the  extremes  alluded  to,  show  at  a  glance  that  no  general  grading  by 
Provincial  examinations  alone  can  be  elastic  enough  to  enable  each 
institution  to  do  its  best. 

Therefore  promotions  from  one  class  to  another  in  our  Academies 
and  High  Schools  must  continue  to  be  done  by  the  Principal  and  his 
staff,   utilizing,  whenever  it  may  be  a  means  of  saving  labor,  the 
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results  of  the  Provincial  examinations.  In  some  schools  the  Provin- 
cial examinations  may  just  suit  and  do  suit  for  grading  purposes,  the 
aggregate  of  400  being  adopted  as  the  pass:  In  other  schools  375 
may  give  the  distribution  of  pupils  required  for  each  room.  In  some 
others  a  different  figure.  The  qualifications  of  those  who  hold  no 
certificate  of  examination  will  of  course  have  to  be  estimated  by  the 
Principal  and  his  staff  under  the  arrangement  made  between  the 
Principal  and  the  trustees.  The  main  function  of  the  Provincial 
Course  of  Study  is  merely  the  co-ordination  of  the  various  subjects 
of  study. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates  coming  up  to  the 
Provincial  examinations  is  not  due  to  any  pressure  put  upon  High 
Schools,  not  even  on  County  Academies,  in  the  way  of  winning  money 
grants.  The  largest  grant  given  to  a  County  Academy  can  be  drawn 
under  the  law  without  a  single  student  in  its  Grades  XII,  XI,  or  X. 
But  notwithstanding  this  absolute  freedom  from  central  pressure  to 
do  advanced  work  in  the  High  Schools,  (which  is  deemed  desirable,  if 
not  necessary,  in  some  countries  boasting  of  the  best  system  of 
education  in  the  world),  the  spirit  of  both  teachers  and  students  has  so 
far  shown  ihat  no  such  stimulus  is  yet  called  for  here.  It  is  to  be 
expected  that  many  people  will  endeavor  to  utilize  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  High  Schools  in  their  vicinity  who  were  not  born  for 
such  a  sphere,  as  will  be  proven  by  the  impossibility  of  their  attaining 
even  the  average  proficiency  after  the  most  agonizing  efforts.  One 
such  person  in  an  average  class  of  fifty  can  most  feelingly  complain 
of  over  pressure.  But  what  would  ])e  thought  of  a  management  which 
would  cut  down  for  this  one  the  average  course  of  the  forty  and  nine, 
one  half  of  whom  had  reason  to  complain  that  the  work  of  the  class 
was  already  too  slow,  and  thus  add  a  year  or  years  of  worse  than  lost 
time  to  those  who  are  capable  of  doing  the  whole  work  rapidly  ? 
Indeed,  if  we  should  depart  from  the  course  adapted  to  the  average, 
it  would  be  better  to  have  a  course  suited  to  the  requirements  of 
those  rather  more  clever  than  the  average.  For  otherwise  the  clever 
students  will  be  retarded,  and  run  nearly  an  inevitable  risk  of  acquiring 
idle  habits,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  dangers  in  our  public  school 
system  where  pupils  are  restrained  by  the  necessity  of  forming 
classes.  The  demoralization  of  our  men  of  genius  is  the  worst  fate 
that  can  befal  our  country.  Once  our  brightest  students  fall  into 
the  habit  of  passing  time  away  their  promise  of  useful  power 
disappears,  and  rarely  can  the  evil  done  be  undone.  The  other 
difficulty,  that  of  having  the  course  of  study  of  a  school  rather  too 
heavy  for  a  minority,  which  minority  will  include,  (1)  those  of  dull 
intellects,  (2)  those  of  bright  intellect,  but  with  a  defective  elementary 
education,  sometimes  due  to  premature  promotion,  (3)  those  morally 
wayward,  and  (4)  those  of  good  intellect  and  morals  but  of  delicate 
physical  health, — this  diflBculty  can  often  with  tact  be  tided  over  with- 
out making  a  separate  class,  by  the  teacher's  exempting  them  from 
the  severer  work  of  certain  subjects  during  the  first  course,  leaving 
the  full  exactions  for  a  second.  What  these  young  students  omit 
during  a  first  course,  must  be  completed  in  a  second  over  the  same 
ground.     It  is  as  impossible,  of  course,  to  create  something  out  of 
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nothing,  as  to  make  a  dullard  or  an  invalid,  or  a  pupil  prematurely 
promoted  or  too  young,  who  can  only  do  half  work,  rank  at  the 
end  of  the  year  as  if  he  did  all  the  work.  Tact  on  the  part 
of  a  wise  and  .sympathetic  teacher  can  help  many  to  bear  this 
kind  of  failure  not  only  submissively  but  with  benefit  to  them- 
selves. Often  the  most  useful  people  fail  in  some  tests.  In  fact  there 
was  never  a  genius  in  the  history  of  man  who  would  not  fail  in  some 
test  which  could  be  passed  by  others. 

One  word  more.  Students  may  l)c  found  who  may  over  exert 
themselves  in  order  to  win  distinction.  Teachers  may  be  tempted  to 
unduly  press  students  in  order  to  win  renown  for  the  school  at 
the  Provincial  tournament.  Ju.st  what  people  do  in  the  pursuit  of 
wealth,  position  and  glor\'  in  other  departments.  As  has  already  been 
pointed  out,  the  principle  of  payment  of  Government  Grants  according 
to  the  results  of  this  examination  is  not  in  existence  here.  In  this 
respect  our  system,  unlike  that  elsewhere  prevalent,  puts  no  premium 
on  such  pressure.  I  have  a  suspicion  though,  that  there  are  some 
places  where  it  would  be  desirable  that  a  little  more  pressure  should 
be  put  on.  Now,  it  is  possible  that  instead  of  laying  the  blame  of  the 
extremely  few  cases  of  over  exertion  from  the  causes  above  stated  on 
the  ambitious  instinct  which  has  not  been  subjected  to  due  and  discreet 
control,  some  person  may  think  only  of  the  system  which  furnishes 
the  opportunity  to  these  trespassers,  and  though tles.sly  blurt  out  an 
cjaculatory  condemnation  of  an  institution  which  is  most  useful  for 
many,  and  absolutely  necessary  for  some  purposes.  Shall  we  follow 
the  principle  of  annihilating  every  good  thing  which  may  possibly 
tempt  some  to  excess,  or  shall  we  endeavor  to  train  erratic  instincte 
and  thus  allow  virtue  still  to  exist? 

At  present  the  results  of  examination  are  duly  published  in  the 
Journal  of  PJducation,  a  separate  and  independent  list  for  each 
station.  The  institutions  preparing  candidates  for  examination  are 
thus  masked  in  these  lists,  for  it  is  well  known  that  in  'manj  of 
our  larger  institutions  students  leave  for  their  own  homes  at  the  close 
of  classes  and  attend  an  examination  station,  sometimes  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  Province  from  the  institution  in  which  they 
studied.  There  are  some  people  who  would  like  to  see  each  school 
obtain  credit  for  the  successful  candidates  in  these  lists.  This  would 
make  the  lists  very  bulky  ;  and  worse  than  that,  it  would  intensify 
that  rivalry  which  tends  to  unjustifiable  pressure.  Others  might 
say,  "  Do  not  publish  the  results  of  these  examinations  at  all."  That 
would  appear  on  the  other  hand  to  be  an  extreme  measure,  and  rather 
humiliating  if  it  is  thought  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  curb  the  selfish 
instinct  producing  over-pressure  in  sporadic  cases  onl}' ;  for  such  an  evil 
can  not  be  very  extensive  in  this  country  under  such  a  system  as  ours. 
In  schools  making  the  very  highest  records  at  the  Provincial  examina- 
tions very  few  complain  of  over-pressure ;  and  those  who  do  are 
usually  not  of  normal  character  and  health,  or  are  taking  optional 
subjects  in  addition  to  the  imperative  ones  for  a  certificate.  But 
it  is  the  pained  member  we  are  most  conscious  of ;  and  we  should 
never  rest  contented  while  there  is  pain  we  can  relieve. 
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But  is  it  necessary  to  abolish  the  publication  of  results  of  exami- 
nation for  this  purpose  ?  There  are  some  who  would  like  it,  but  they 
are  too  sensitive  to  express  the  wish.  Inspectors  and  trustees  want 
to  know  the  facts.  Teachers  and  candidates  want  to  have  an  idea  of 
the  general  results  as  well  as  of  their  own  figures.  The  plan  we  have 
hitherto  followed  takes  a  middle  course.  It  does  not  advertise  the 
schools  directly ;  although  each  school  can  collect  its  own  statistics 
and  publish  them  if  it  chooses.  But  it  serves  as  a  very  convenient 
and  authentic  public  record  for  all  such  as  may  have  occasion  for  its  use. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  leading  figures  of  the  table  : — 

1893.  1894. 

No.  of  Candidates 1,506  1,922 

No.  received  Grade  applied  for 598  760 

II         lower  Grade  than  applied  for 317  342 

If         Grade  A 10  30 

M             ft      B 157  182 

..      C 289  337 

It             .1      D 459  543 

Total  High  School  Certificates  won 915  1,092 

History  of  our  Public  School  Course  of  Study. 

The  first  draft  was  presented  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Allison,  then 
Superintendent  of  Education,  and  discussed  at  the  Provincial  Educa- 
tional Association  held  in  Truro  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  July,  1880 
(see  Ed.  Rep.,  1880,  XlII. — XV.).  It  wps  then  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee for  further  consideration  in  order  to  he  presented  at  the 
Provincial  Association  of  1881.  The  Common  School  Course  after 
it  left  this  Association,  was  presented  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  which  body  referred 
it  for  special  consideration  to  a  committee  of  the  Council  and  the 
Superintendent,  the  chaiiman  of  which  was  the  late  Right  Honor- 
able Sir  John  S  D.  Thompson. 

* 

The  Course  as  it  left  this  committee  and  the  Council  was  pub- 
lished with  comments  in  the  Educational  Report  of  1881,  pages  XIII. 
to  XXI.  At  the  Provincial  Educational  Association  of  1882  the 
committee  on  the  Course  of  Study  presented  a  detailed  draft  for  the 
High  Schools,  which  after  discussion  was  remitted  for  further  con- 
sideration of  details  to  a  new  committee  to  report  next  year  (see 
Ed.  Rep.,  1882,  XXXV.). 

At  the  Association  of  1883  (See  Ed.  Rep.,  1883.  XVII.— XX.), 
after  further  discussion  and  modification,  the  Course  was  piepared  for 
submission  to  the  Council.  In  the  Education  Report  of  1884,  page 
XXVI.,  the  Superintendent  of  Education  discusses  the  Course  of 
Study  of  1881  in  connection  w'.th  the  syllabus  of  examination  of 
teachers  and  the  text-books  prescribed.  In  the  Report  of  1885, 
previously  mentioned,  pages  XIV.  to  XXIX.  are  taken  up  with  the 
presentation  of  the  complete  Common  School  and  High  School 
Courses  in  the  general  form  in  which  they  exist  to-day. 
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In  succeeding  years  such  modifications  as  further  experience 
suggested  were  made,  and  finally  the  assimilation  of  the  teachers' 
Rcholarship  examination  and  the  High  School  Course  was  outlined  in 
connection  with  other  simplifications  in  1892,  (see  Ed.  Rep.,  1892, 
pages  XVII.  to  XX.).  The  minor  adjustments  made  since  that  date 
have  all  been  in  the  direction  of  lessening  the  tendency  to  unneces- 
sary memory  work  as  elsewhere  specified. 

Minimum    Professional    Qualification    Examination    or 

Teachers. 

Candidates  for  the  teaching  profession  who  do  not  elect  to  attend 
the  Normal  School,  present  themselves  for  examination  on  Teaching, 
School  Law  and  Management,  and  Hygiene  and  Temperance.  Those 
making  as  high  as  33J  per  cent,  but  lower  than  50  per  cent,  on  each, 
receive  certificates  of  the  third  rank.  Those  making  from  50  to  66| 
per  cent.,  receive  a  certificate  of  the  second  rank.  Those  making  66| 
per  cent,  or  over,  receive  a  first  rank.  These  certificates  rank  one 
degree  lower  than  the  Provincial  Normal  School  certificates  in 
qualifying  for  a  license.  In  many  High  Schools  and  Academies, 
lectures  are  given  on  the  subjects  required  for  this  examination. 
To  this  extent  many  institutions  play  the  role  of  a  Normal  School 
one  degree  lower  than  the  Provincial  institution. 

Could  a  form  of  examination  be  discovered  which  would  conveni- 
ently and  with  sufficient  accuracy  measure  the  subtle  qualities  which 
determine  the  value  of  a  teacher,  this  examination  might  sometime 
evolve  into  the  test  of  a  system  of  elementary  local  training  schools. 
If  this  could  be  done — if  '*  a  uniform  government  examination  can 
test "  the  qualifications  of  a  teacher,  then  we  might  easily  solve  the 
problem  formulated  in  the  report  of  the  Supervisor  of  the  Halifax 
Schools  (Appendix,  page  120).  A  government  examination  can 
approximately  test  the  scholarship  and  educational  theories  of  a 
teacher ;  but  the  difficulty  comes  in  when  the  practical  value  of  the 
teacher  is  to  be  tested.  The  onFy  way  the  government  attempts  to  do 
this  now  is  by  the  establivshment  of  a  Provincial  Normal  School,  with 
a  stafi'  of  experts  whose  duty  it  is  not  only  to  train  but  to  examine 
continuously  and  certificate  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  education 
candidates  for  the  teaching  profession.  Here  is  a  government 
examining  board  already.  This  board  now  accepts,  without  question 
or  examination,  the  advanced  scholarship  and  mental  maturity  which 
graduation  from  our  Provincial  Universities  implies,  as  equivalent  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  most  advanced  Normal  School  course. 
Examination  as  well  as  training  has  always  been  a  function  of  this 
institution.  It  is  true  that  the  exclusion  of  the  Normal  School 
students  from  practice  in  the  public  school  of  Truro,  may  tend  to 
reduce  the  Truro  institution  ultimately  to  the  position  of  only  a 
branch  of  the  future  provincial  system,  yet  before  making  any  change, 
we  should  have,  at  least,  a  substantial  guarantee  that  some  other 
headquarters  would  permanently  continue  to  ofter  better  facilities. 
There    is  no  doubt    that  the  great    question    in  every  educational 
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system  is  the  teacher.  Normal  School  training  of  the  proper  kind 
will  do  one  side  of  the  work.  But  we  must  also  have,  as  already 
intimated,  strong  school  sections  to  justify  the  entrance  of  teachers  of 
ability  into  the  profession  in  the  rural  districts. 

Summary  of  M.  P.  Q.  Examinations,  1894. 


Station.  Total. 

Amherst 5 

Annapolis 11 

Antigonish 15 

Arichat 7 

Baddeck 12 

Barrington 6 

Bridgetown 23 

Cheticamp 2 

Clare 13 

Digby  .  / 10 

Guysboro 6 

Halifax 26 

Kentville 7 

Liverpool 12 

Lockeport 2 

'  Lunenburg 23 

Margaree  Forks .• . . .  3 

New  Glasgow 17 

Parrsboro 8 

Pictou 22 

Port   Hawkesbury 2 

Port  Hood 11 

Shelburne ; 2 

Sherbrooke 4 

Springhill 4 

Sydney 25 

Tatemagouche 18 

Truro 21 

Windsor 11 

Yarmouth 6 


Rank 

or  Camdipatbs, 

■ 

Flrat. 

Second. 

Thild. 

Failed 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

5 

4 

2 

.0 

6 

8 

1 

0 

2 

3 

2 

0 

4 

8 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

17 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

8 

4 

1 

7 

2 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

7 

18 

1 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

1 

6 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

11 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

7 

6 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

3 

12 

6 

] 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

4 

15 

4 

3 

7 

8 

0 

2 

13 

6 

0 

4 

4 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1^  ■    _ 

334  34  158  122  20 

That  is,  from  the  whole  Province,  out  of  334  Candidates, 

34    took    First     rank, 
158       "        Second     " 
122       "       Third 

und  only  20  failed  altogether. 
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Teachers'  Licenses    Granted. 
School    Year,  1893-1 

Males.  FemalM.  Totals. 

Class  A  (Classical 6  2  8 

•*     A  (Scientific) 2  0  2 

"     B 10  27  37 

"     C 18  54  72 

«     D 16  67  83 

"     D  (Provisional) 10  38  48  • 

Totals 62  188  250 

Compared  with  the  Previous  Year. 

1892-8.  1S9S-4. 

Class  A  (Classical) 7  8 

"     A  (Scientific) 2  2 

"     B 28  37 

"     C 44  72 

"     D 48  '83 

"     D  (Provisional) h9  48 

218  250 

In  order  to  obtain  a  License  for  teaching  the  candidate  must 
present,  (1)  the  evidence  of  scholarship  prescribed  ;  (2)  the  evidence 
of  professional  qualification  prescribed  ;  and  (3)  the  age  and  character 
prescribed.     The  form  of  the  latter  certificate  is  as  follows : — 

I,  The  undersigned,  after  due  inquiry  and  a  sufficient  knowledge 
of  the  Character  of  the  above  named  Candidate  for  a  Teachers 
License,  do  hereby  certify. 

1.  That  I  believe  the  said  Candidate 

(name  in  full)  is  at  date 189 ....  of  the  full  age  of 

(to  be  written  out)  years. 

2.  That  I  believe  the  moral  character  of  the  said  Candidate  is 
good,  and  such  as  to  justify  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  in 
assuming  that  the  said  Candidate  will  be  disposed  as  a  Teacher  **  to 
inculcate  by  precept  and  example  a  respect  for  religion  and  the 
principles  of  Christian  morality,  and  the  highest  regard  to  truth, 
justice,  love  of  country,  loyalty,  humanity,  benevolence,  sobriety, 
industry,  frugality,  chastity,  temperance,  and  all  other  virtues. 

(Name  and  Title.) 

(Church  or  Parish.) 

(P.  0.  Address.) 

(When  this  Certificate  is  signed  by  "two  Justices  of  the  Peace" 
instead  of  "  a  Minister  of  Religion  "  the  word  "  1 "  should  be  changed 
by  the  pen  into  "  we,"  and  after  the  signature  on  the  second  line  the 
words  "  Church  or  Parish  "  may  be  cancelled  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.) 
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If  our  Clergy  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  do  their  duty  well  in  this 
respect,  the  teachinpr  profession  will  be  composed  of  men  and  women 
who,  evien  if  they  are  not  required  to  teach  religion  formally,  will  be 
themselves  object  lessons  of  due  religious  reverence  and  moral  worth. 
Add  after  all  it  is  only  the  object  lesson  which  the  child  can  fully 
underntand.  He  reads  it  without  feeling  it  to  be  a  lesson.  It  is 
assimilated  into  the  texture  of  his  life  without  the  unpleasant  flavor 
too  often  associated  with  a  "  task."  The  philosophy,  the  science,  or  the 
dogmatic  principles  of  religion,  pupiN  can  in  most  cases  more  satis- 
factorily obtain  from  those  specially  qualified  for  that  work. 

School  Buildings. 

Following  the  chronological  order  of  our  most  striking  modern 
Public  School  buildings,  the  Pictou  Academy,  whose  corner  stone  was 
laid  on  the  24th  of  May,  1880,  appears  this  year  as  our  frontispiece. 
The  bailding  is  of  brick  trimmed  with  grey  freestone,  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  ample  grounds.  It  was  designed  for  and  is  wholly 
devoted  to  academic  work,  the  ordinary  class-rooms  being  supple- 
mented by  laborntories,  museum  with  collections  of  no  inconsiderable 
completeness,  magnitude  and  variety,  library,  special  class-rooms  and 
convocation  ball.  It  is  in  many  respects  the  best  equipped  building 
for  academic  work  in  the  Province. 

On  another  page  is  represented  a  building  of  another  type.  The 
Amherst  Academy  and  Common  School  building  is  a  grand  structure 
of  brick  trimmed  with  brown  freestone,  designed  to  accommodate  all 
the  Public  schools  of  Amherst.  This  it  does  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  excelling  in  some  respects  all  previous  buildings,  especially  in 
the  system  of  heating  and  ventilation,  and  the  arrangements  fpr  the 
accommodation  of  pupils  in  the  halls  and  cloak  rooms.  The  Academic 
department  is  supplemented  by  labomtory,  library,  the  commencement 
of  a  museum,  and  a  convocation  hall,  all  in  keeping  with  the  well  fin- 
ished character  of  the  building.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at 
the  formal  opening  of  this  fine  institution  on  the  4th  of  October 
1893.  Late  in  December  following,  I  was  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  Wolfville  public  school,  which  although  of  wood,  and  not  so  large 
as  that  of  Amherst,  has  an  equally  satisfactory  system  of  thorough 
ventilation  and  heating.  The  superior  High  School  building  of  New 
Glasgow,  and  the  fine  public  school  building  of  Parrsboro,  and  their 
inauguration,  belong  to  the  present  year,  and  therefore  must  be 
referied  to  in  my  next  report.  The  Lunenburg  public  school  building 
is  in  the  near  future.  Canso  has  also  signalized  its  educational  spirit 
by  one  of  the  best  public  school  buildings  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Province. 

Rural  School  Buildings. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  assist-trustees  in.building  new  school  houses, 
by  directing  their  attention  to  good  plans.  The  greatest  general 
defect  is  in  the  method  of  warming  and  ventilating  the  room  in  cold 
weather.  It  is  possible  that  we  may  find  at  a  cheap  price  a  form  of 
jacketed  stove,  drawing  a  supply  of  pure  air  from  outside  to  be  warmed 
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APPORTIONMENT    OF    COUNTY    FUND — SUMMER    TERM. 


TABLE   XTI. 

Apportionment  of  County  Fund  to  Trustees  for  Year  ended 
■July,  1894. 


PAUTIEa. 

K 
Ji 

".3 

Hi 

i 

I 

1 
1 

AntiRoniah . 
Cape  Bretnn. 
Colchester  , 

■A-n.mi 

«H7,70i 
6:M,174 
S;>4,ilS-2 

lll-l.T," 
■3il,-.>9S 
aS,4l(] 

808.07 1; 

■2:5-1, 7-V2 

:f(n,'J-27 

.-|2I.S<i.S 
5f»+,8iK5 
liiM,liS7 
I3i.'ir,:t 
sii.mia 
2^0,174 
282.592 
201,096 
184,929 
200.351 
311.764 
227,22S 

e  2,849  49 
2,249  49 
3,679  00 
2,972  06 
4,543  57 
1,574  06 

976  01 
1.508  98 

521  47 
2,912  21 
1,406  57 
1,289  22 
3,700  27 
2,8S1  .39 
3,376  65 

763  40 
4,257  73 
1,475  10 
1,678  77 
1,020  53 

854  40 
l,5fM52 
1,406  51 
1,038  11 

$2,833  55 
2.4M6  61 
6,373  77 
2,925  46 
5.G35  0fi 
1,806  W 
l,:i56  06 
2,202  m9 

715  16 
6,077  70 
1,638  41 
1,888  BO 
3,750  53 
3,590  61 
4,050  19 

800  48 
5,676  27 
1.707  36 
2,7H8  00 
1,150  47 
1,232  50 
2,236  48 
2.257  06 
1.679  02 

ei2o  00 
80  00 

340  00 
4ai  (k;i 
ISO  00 
lOfi  50 
73  50 
45  01 
14  09 
300  00 

59  02 

60  08 
130  (JO 

30  00 
148  71 

31  29 
30 'XI 

S  6.606  04 
4,833  60 
10,297  77 
6,617  52 
W.S5S  63 
.1,531  87 
2,437  10 
3,869  40 

1.289  IC 

8.290  00 
3,104  00 
3.239  00 
7,714  80 
6,757  00 
7,698  47 
1,621  23 

10,368  00 
3,182  46 
4.52S  77 
2,326  50 
2,231  40 
3,741  00 
.S,866  70 
2,799  00 

$1  26 
1  81 
1  96 

J  :n  50 

■■36666 

Wigi-y  

awe   

Guysboro. 
St.  Mary'a 

44  37 

30  63 
112  52 
37  48 

1  .32 
1  53 
1  SO 
1  75 

Invenieu.   , 

King! 

Lunenburg . 

CheBter 

Pictou   

75  00 
225  00 
123  92 

26  08 
375  00 

1  69 
1  48 
1  30 
1  19 

1  48 

30  m 
156  50 
144  50 

^ti^fa^"- 

Yartnouth  . 

A^8yi« 

43  61 
31  49 

30  62 
30  .18 

I  64 
1  57 

Total,  1894.. 
"      1893- . 

9,473.189 
7,085,436 

$50,529  41 
38,128  23 

565.875  45 
48,200  83 

?  1,462  50 
956  25 

J  2, 640  00 
2.340  00 

$120,507  36 
89,623  36 

»l  57 
1  16 

IncresM 

Deoreaie.... 

2,387,753 

$12,403  18 

817,874  57 

5606  25 

5300  00 

130,884  00 

SO  41 
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GOVERNMENT    AID    TO    POOR    SECTIONS. 


TABLE   XVII. 

Special  Government  Aid  to  Poor  Sections. 


COUNTIES. 


Annapolis  . . 
Antioronish . . 
Cape  Breton 
Colchester  . . 
Cumberland . 
Digby    ...... 

Guysboro  . . , 
Halifax  .  . . . 

Hants 

Inverness . .  . 

Kings    

Lunenburg    , 

Pietou   

Queens  . . . . . 
Richmond  . . 
Shelburne . . 
Victoria  .  . .  . 
Yarmouth  . 


Total  1894 
"     1893 

Increase 
Decrease 


Paid  by  Government  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  Grants,  to- 
wards Salaries  of  Teachers  em- 
ployed in  Poor  Sections. 


First  Half  Year. 


$134 

lis 

77 

140 

117 

114 

51 

99 

76 

107 

132 

154 

97 

102 

73 

26 

75 

72 


92 
01 
08 
81 
98 
74 
57 
96 
64 
47 
41 
41 
86 
63 
91 
57 
24 
08 


$1774  29 
892  10 


8882  19 


Second  Half  Year. 


$  133  53 
119  04 

79  31 
132  28 
117  02 
137  35 

75  42 
.  121  65 

80  57 
128  94 
140  83 
145  59 
103  59 
109  93 

94  22 
19  03 
67  84 
66   88 


§1873  02 
1789  49 


$83  53 


Total. 


$268  45 
237  05 

156  39 
273  09 

235  00 
252  09 
126  99 
221  61 

157  21 

236  41 
273  24 
300  GO 
201  .45 
212  56 
168  13 

45  60 
143  08 
138  96 


$3647  31 
2681  59 


8965  72 


POOR    SECTIONS — SPECIAL    COUNTY    AID. 
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TABLE   XVIII. 

Poor  Sections — Special  County  Aid. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


c< 


(( 


It 


€t 


t( 


<f 


ADnapolis,  County  of . .-, 

Antigonish, 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Digby,  District  of 

Clare, 

Guysboro, 

St.  Mary's,    "  

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of,  East 

West 

Inverness,  County  of 

Kings,  "         

Lunenburg  and  West  Dublin, 

District  of 

Chester,  District  of 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens,         "  

Richmond,    "  

Shelburne,  District  of    

Barrington,         *'  

Victoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

Argyle, 


It 


Total  1894 
1898 


u 


Increase 
Decrease 


Number  of  these 
Sections  having 
Schools. 


21 
16 
18 
22 
17 
15 

O 

8 
2 

17 
11 
8 
19 
24 

18 

8 

19 

16 

14 

2 

3 

9 

8 

4 


304 
290 


14 


Amount  of  County  Assess- 
ment paid  to  these  Schools 
over  and  above  ordinary 
allowance. 


$219  82 

173  33 

203  18 

239  95 

190  67 

183  84 

82  02 

88  86 

30  34 

201  20 

107  86 

126  59 

215  76 

290  17 

195  45 

88  73 

198  43 

195  72 

180  56 

17  33 

41  55 

140  33 

72  24 

41  60 


$3525  63 
2573  15 


$952  48 
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TABLE  XXIIL 

SUMMARY   OF   GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION, 

YEAR  ENDED,  JULY    1894. 

Common  Schools $167,452  85 

Normal  School   8,900  00 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb     , 4,125  00 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 1,725  00 

County  Academies   13,190  00 

Inspection 12,800  00 

Expenses  (offices) 1,735  19 

Salaries 3,800  00 

Examination 2,235  37 

School  of  Agriculture 1.500  00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Normal  School  Pupils   1,510  05 

Government  Night  Schools     1,463  44 


$220,436  90 


PART   III. 


APPENDICES. 
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APPENDIX    A. 


REPORT    OF    NORMAL    SCHOOL, 

SESSION    OF    1893-94. 


To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Halifax,  N.  S, 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  Provin- 
cial Normal  School  for  the  Session  endeH  June  28th,  1894. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  was  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  Of  these  eight  were  graduates  ot  colleges, — three  from 
Acadia,  two  from  St.  Francis  Xavier,  and  three  from  Mt.  Allison. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  diplomas  were  awarded,  of  which 
fiftv-three  were  of  First  Rank,  fifty-six  of  Second  Rank,  and  fourteen 
of  third  Rank. 

The  work  of  the  year  was,  on  the  whole,  highly  satisfactory. 
Indeed,  estimated  on  the  basis  of  effectiveness,  I  believe  it  was  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Institution.  As  compared  with 
any  former  year,  in  my  opinion  the  students  gained  a  more  complete 
and  thorough  grasp  of  the  principles  underlying  good  teaching,  and 
attained  to  higher  skill  in  the  application  of  those  principles  to  prac- 
tical work  in  the  presentation  of  knowledge,  and  in  class  management. 

In  making  this  statement  I  speak  of  the  School  as  a  whole,  in 
regard  to  its  general  average,  rather  than  of  the  special 'and  excep- 
tional excellence  of  individuals. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  this  advance.  In  fact,  it  was 
what  was  to  be  expected  from  the  changed  conditions  under  which 
we  have  been  working.  The  new  arrangement  of  requiring  the 
scholarship  qualifications  for  license  of  those  admitted  to  the  various 
classes,  while  it  secured  enlarged  mental  power  and  equipment  on 
the  part  of  the  students  under  training,  at  the  same  time  allowed  more 
freedom  for  attention  to  that  professional  training  which  constitutes 
the  special  function  of  the  Institution. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  advancement  in  scholar- 
ship formed  no  considerable  element  in  our  work.  With  the  view  of 
introducing  the  new  system  with  the  least  possible  friction,  and  of 
avoiding  those  disturbances  which  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  abrupt 
transitions,  the  standard  of  admission  to  the  various  classes  was 
somewhat  relaxed,  by  which  applicants  were  received  whose  qualifi- 
cations were  not  quite  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  syllabus.  This, 
of  course,  implied  the  consequent  obligation  of  doing  some  Academic 
work  to  prepare  such  students  for  the  High  School  examination. 
This  modification  of  the  terms  of  admission  must,  however,  be  held 
under  restriction  as  a  mere  temporary  expedient  to  meet  present 
conditions. 
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There  is  also  another,  and  as  I  regard  it,  a  permanent  obligation 
to  extend  the  scholarship  of  our  students.  If  the  professional  treat- 
ment of  the  various  subjects  of  the  School  curricula  is  rightl}*  con- 
ducted, there  must  be  more  or  less  review  of  facts  and  principles 
belonging  to  those  subjects,  as  well  as  a  certain  amount  of  new  ground 
covered  through  the  discussion  of  related  knowledge.  The  subjects 
which  more  especially  received  attention  were  English  (including 
Grammar,  Composition,  and  Literature)*,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Botany, 
and  the  use  of  the  microscope. 

In  the  subjects  of  Vocal  Music,  according  to  the  Tonic  Sol-fa 
»^ystem,  and  Drawing,  the  students  generally  have  little  practical 
knowledge  or  skill,  so  that  the  work  done  is  almost  entirely  from 
rudimentary  stages.  I  may  note  here,  however,  that  the  progress  in 
these  departments  last  year  was  especially  gratifying. 

The  Manual  Training  Department,  which  was  added  to  the  Insti- 
tution last  year,  was  very  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Lee  Russell, 
in  addition  to  the  Practical  Chemistry  conducted  in  the  Chemical 
Laborator}'.  The  time  of  our  students  is  so  fully  occupied  that  only 
two  hours  in  each  week  could  be  found  available  for  this  work.  The 
Department  was  very  popular,  and  excellent  work  was  done.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  considering  all  the  varied  studies  and  exercises 
required  in  the  Normal  School  for  the  proper  equipment  of  our  students 
for  their  future  calling,  and  taking  into  account  the  short  time  at  our 
disposal  to  secure  this  equipment,  it  is  open  to  reasonable  question 
whether  we  can,  in  the  near  filture,  devote  any  more  attention  to  this 
work  than  we  are  now  giving. 

The  changes  made  in  the  building,  by  which  we  had  four  addi- 
tional class  rooms,  were  found  very  serviceable  in  enabling  us  to 
carry  on  our  work  with  much  more  comfort  and  effectiveness. 

A  course  of  lectures  on  educational  and  literary  topics  delivered 
by  various  gentlemen,  formed  an  interesting^  feature  of  the  session. 
Ths  gentlemen  who  favored  us  in  this  way,  were  His  Lordship  Bishop 
Courtney,  President  Sawyer  of  Acadia,  President  Allison  of  ML 
Allison,  Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  Hon.  Attorney- 
General  Longley. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  Session,  held  on  the  morning  of  June 
28th,  were  exceedingly  interesting,  and  were  witnessed  by  a  large 
number  of  visitors.  The  first  hour  was  spent  in  specimen  teaching 
by  students  selected  from  the  various  classes.  The  exercises  were 
carried  on  simultaneously  in  ten  or  twelve  different  rooms,  and  com- 
prised  lessons  in  Geography,  History,  Literature,  Natural  Science, 
Music,  Drawing,  Microscopy,  Laboratory  work,  and  Manual  Training. 
At  the  close  of  these  exercises  the  Rev.  President  Forrest  of  Dalhousie 
University,  delivered  before  the  assembled  faculty,  students,  and 
visitors  a  very  able  address.  Among  the  visitors  present  were  Hon. 
Provincial  Secretary  Fielding,  Hon.  Attorney-General  Longley,  His 
Lordship  Bishop  Courtney,  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of 
Education,  and  A.  McN.  Patterson,  Principal  of  Acacia  Villa  Seminary. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

JOHN   B.  CALKIN, 
Normal  School,  Truro,  N.  S.  Principal. 
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STUDENTS    OF    SESSION    1893-'94. 


AWARDED  FIRST  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


(The  jigures   shcyfv   the    number   of  the   Diploma.) 

Armstrong,  Tremain  E ....  30 ... .  Kingston  Station ....  Kings. 

Begg,  Ellen  C 9 Kentville " 

Bell,  Mary  F 21 Dartmouth Halifax. 

Best,  Lillian  G 24 Grafton Kings. 

Boehner,  Reginald  S 89. . .  .Paradise    Annapolis. 

Blaekadar,  Ross 41 ... .  Hebron Yarmouth. 

Callaghan,  Minnie 11 .  . .  .Pleasant  Hills Colchester. 

Congdon,  Hattie 12. . .  .Port  Williams Kings. 

Chamberlain,  Lois  D 27 ... .  Halifax Halifax. 

Crowe,  Henry  S 35. . .  .Central  Onslow Colchester. 

Cameron,  Edward  H 37 Yarmouth Yarmouth. 

Crosby,  Frank  R 40 ... .  Hebron Yarmouth. 

Creed,  John  N 42 ... .  Canso Guysboro*. 

Crandall,  Ella  D 43. . . .  Wolfville Kings. 

Dauphinee,  A  Josephine. .   2. . .  .Liverpool Queen's. 

Doherty,  D.  Philip 28 ... .  Halifax Halifax. 

Dunlop,  Allen  E 48 ... .  Shelburne Shelburne. 

Foote,  Cora  A 17.... Grafton Kings. 

Gillis,  Ewen 31 . . .  .Baddeck  Forks Victoria. 

Harrington,  Georgie  M . . , .    3   ...  Liverpool Queens. 

Hart,  Grace  M 8 . . . ,  Halifax Halifax. 

Harlow,  Leslie  E 32 ... .  Lockeport Shelburne. 

Kinley,  Thos.  J 34 ...  .  Paradise Annapolis. 

Kinney    Julia 44. . .  .Weymouth Digby. 

Lewis,  Kate  A 20 ... .  Centreville Lunenburg.   • 

Longley ,  Robert  S . .    38 ... .  Paradise Annapolis. 

McCallum,  Myrtle  D I . . .  .Truro Colchester. 

Mclsaac,  Mary 4 . . . .  Caledonia  Mills Antigonish. 

Mc Vicar,  Maggie  M 5 . .  . .  Annapolis Annapolis. 

MacKay,  Jessie  G 7 . . . .  Shu Denacadie Colchester. 

Macleod,  Mary  E 1 5 ....  New  Glasgow   Pictou. 

Mcintosh,  Beachell 18 ... .  Halifax Halifax. 

McColough,  Agnes  M 19.... Halifax Halifax. 

Miller,  Bessie 22. . . .  Miller's  Creek Hants. 

McNealy ,  Clara  A 23 ... .  Summerville Hants. 

Moody,  Ida  G 26 Halifax Halifax. 

McLeod,  Albert  C 29 ... .  Brookfield Queens. 

Matheson,  Alfred  L 45. . .  .Barrington    Shelburne, 

Moore,  Warren  1 46 ... .  Wolfville Kings. 

Murray,  Archibald    47. . .  .Yarmouth Yarmouth. 

McNealy,  Murray 49. . .  .Summerville Hants. 

McNeil,  Daniel 51 ... .  Bridgeport Cape  Breton. 

McTavish,  Neill  D 53. . .  .Carriboo Pictou. 

Osborne,  Norman  A 33 ... .  Waterville Kings. 
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Patterson,  Samson  A 50. . . .  Aylesford Kings. 

Phalen,  Thomas  U 52 Little  Bras  d'Or Cape  Breton. 

Reddino,  M.  Bell 10 Kentville Kings. 

Ross,  Christina  M 14.... New  Glasgow.  ....... Pictou. 

Robbins,  Welton  H 36 Rossway l^Jgby. 

Starratt,  Helen  M 16 ... .  Paradise Annapolis. 

Trefry,  Amy  G 6 Milton Yarmouth. 

Troop  Wilhelmina 13 ... .  Granville  Centre ....  Annapolis. 

Webster,  Winnifred  M ....  25 Brooklyn  St Kings. 


AWARDED   SECOND   RANK   DIPLOMAS. 


Angus,  Julia 13 Shinimicas Cumberland. 

Allan,  Libbie 36 Dartmouth Halifax. 

Black,  Jessie  F 27 ... .  Glendyer Inverness. 

Barclay,  Delia 32 Eureka Pictou. 

Benjamin,  Lena.  .* 50 Gaspereau Kings. 

Chisholm,  E.  Maud 28 Great  Village Colchester. 

Douglas,  Christie  B 8 River  John Pictou. 

DeLong,  Maud  E 16 ... .  New  Germany Lunenburg. 

Doucet,  Emily 18 Tusket Yarmouth. 

Daniels,  Edith  D 29 W.  Paradise Annapolis. 

Eaton,  Grace  1 5 Truro Colchester. 

Fulton,  Mary 21 . . .  .Newton  Mills Colchester. 

Ford,  Carrie  M 31 Milton    Queens. 

Goudey,  Alice  A. 1 Port  Maitland    Yarmouth. 

Hall,  Bertie  M 14 Kingston Kings. 

Healy,  Katie  E 34. . .  .Halifax Halifax. 

Hartigan,  Mary  E 51 North  Sydney Cape  Breton. 

Ibbitson,  Celia  A 53 Springhill  Mines  . . .  .Cumberland. 

Jacques,  Frank  B 42 Auburn Kings. 

Johnson,  Minnie  G 12 Lower  Canard Kings. 

King,  Ida  M 33 New  Glasgow   Pictou. 

Lewis,  Anna 6 Cow  Bay   Cape  Breton. 

McLauchlin,  Ziila 2 Great  Village Colchester. 

Maclean,  Mary  L 4 Meadow ville Pictou. 

Mac  Vicar,  MaVgaret  A 7 Cow  Bay   Cape  Breton. 

McDonald,  Wilhelmina 9 Lockeport Shelburne. 

Marchant,  Laura  L 10 Brooklyn  St Kings. 

Marchant,  Ethyl berta  L  . .  11 Brooklyn  St Kings. 

McBride,  Hattie   L.  ......  45 Harborville Kings. 

McAlpine,  Emma 15 Shelburne Shelburne. 

Meek,  Geddie 40 Brooklyn Hants. 

Morash,  Jessie  H 47 Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

Moiash,  Clara  M 19 Great  Village Colchester. 

Minard,  Clara   V 54 South  Brooktield Queens. 

Mason,  Ernest  S 37 Springfield Annapolis. 

McLeod,  Daniel  F 38 Union  Centre Pictou. 

Morse,  Egbert  P 43 Paradise Annapolis. 

Munro,  John  A 55 Pugwash    Cumberland. 

Nichols,  Claience 39 Aylesford Kings. 
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Oulton,   Lissie  R 23 . . 

Parker,  Adelia  M 22 . . 

Roy,  Alice  G 20.. 

Roy,  Sarah  D 24. . 

Robb,  Sarah 25 . . 

Rines,  Leonard  D 44 . . 

Sibley,  Lulu 52.. 

Stuart,  Mary  E 35 . . 

Smith,  M.  Myrer   48 . . 

Swiin,  Lina    26 . . 

Scott,  Hannah  P 30. . 

Skinner,  Henrietta    41 . . 

Sutherland,  Marian 3. . 

Thomas,  Bessie 56 . . 

Tompkins",  Rebecca 17. . 

Tobin,  Gertrude 49 . . 

Young,  Frances  E 46. . 


Springhill Cumberland. 

Granville  Ferry Annapolis. 

Maitland    Hants. 

Merigomish Pictou. 

Oxford Cumberland. 

Maitland Hants. 

Wittenburg Colchester. 

Truro Colchester. 

Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

.  Swansburg Shelburne. 

Kelley's  Cove.  . . , . .  .Yarmouth 

Port  Hastings Inverness. 

.  Earltown Colchester. 

Dartmouth Halifax. 

E.  Margaree Inverness. 

Town  Plot King's. 

Lunenburg Lunenburg. 


AWARDED  THIRD   RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


Bruce,  Christy 

Drinnan,  Isabelle 

Hamilton,  Alma  L 7 

Morse,  Chas.  D 1 

Martell,  Eliza 

Murray,  Sadie    

Mcintosh,  Euphemia 3 

McDonald,  Sadie   5 

Rucherford,  Ada  M 

Shipley,  Lillie  M 

Shipley,  Laura  A 4 

Thompson,  Minnie    6 

Totten,  Annie    

Webber,  Hattie 2 


. .  .Moose  Riv.  G.  Mines*. Halifax. 
. .  .Upper  Nine  Mile  Riv.Hants. 

. .  .Truro Colchester. 

. . .  Sandy  Cove Digby. 

. . .  Arichat Richmond. 

. . .  West  Merigomish , . . .  Pictou. 

. . .  Pleasant  Bay Inverness. 

. . .  Shubenacadie    Colchester. 

. . .  Middle  Stewiacke  .  .  .Colchester. 

. . .  Nappan  Station Cumberland. 

. . .  Nappan  Station Cumberland. 

. .  .Nine  Mile  River  . . .  .Hants. 
. .  .East  Folly  Mountain.  Colchester. 
. . .  Chester ,  Lunenburg. 


COURSE  UNCOMPLETED. 


Cooke,  Alex.  D 

Coates,  Clara  Mav 

Gardner,  Harold  W 

Mosher,  Frederic  T 

McLeod,  Susan  A 

Taylor,  Annie  M 

Thomas,  Ella  M 


. .  Halifax Halifax. 

. .  Amherst Cumberland. 

. .  Antigonish Antigonish. 

. .  Windsor Hants. 

• .  W^ittenberg Colchester. 

. .  Earltown Colchester. 

.  .Truro Colchester. 


STUDENTS  IN  KINDERGARTEN  AWARDED  DIPLOMAS. 


Gertrude  Cunningham Guysboro'  .  •  •  • Guysboro*. 

Lena  L.  Woodill    Halifax Halifax. 

Edith  S.  Stewart St.  John N.  B. 
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SCHOOL   OF   AGRICULTURE. 


A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education,  . 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
upon  my  work  in  connection  with  the  Provincial  Normal  School  and 
the  Local  Agricultural  Schools. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SMITH,  Principal, 

Provincial  School  of  Agriculture,  Truro,  N.  S. 


PART    I. 

The  Normal  School  Students  at  the  School  of  Agriculture. 

Most  of  the  students  attending  the  Normal  School  during  the  past 
year  received  some  scientific  instruction  in  the  Provincial  School  of 
Agriculture.  .With  few  exceptions,  every  week  day  afternoon  was 
given  to  these  'students.  They  received  instruction  in  Microscopy, 
Structural  Botany,  Vegetable  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Systematic 
Botany,  and  General  Chemistry.  It  was  necessary  to  divide  the  first 
and  second  classes  into  sections  in  order  to  provide  them  with  suffi- 
•  cient  room,  apparatus  and  instruction.  As  a  result,  three  classes 
attended  once  a  week.  The  "  A  "  class  and  the  first  division  of  the 
the  third  class  twice  a  week,  and  the  second  division  of  the  third 
class  once  a  week.  Fifteen  Normal  students  registered  for  special 
work  in  the  School  of  Agriculture.  Of  these,  twelve  took  Chemistry, 
and  three  Botanical  work.  Of  those  taking  Chemistry,  one  studied 
Quantitative  Analysis,  three  Advanced  General  Chemistry,  and  the 
others  Introductory  Chemistry. 

The  following  shows  the  regular  Normal  classes  which  attended, 
the  number  of  students  in  them,  and  the  number  of  times  they 
attended : 

'''  A "  Class 10  students  attended  24  times. 

Ist        "      46         *'  "        30       " 

2nd       "      55         »*  "         19 

3rd        "      (IstDiv.) 10         "  "         10 

3rd       "     (2nd  Div.) 6         •*  "  8       *' 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

f 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 
Sir  :— 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  Public  Schools  of  Halifax,  District  No.  1,  for  the  year 
ended  July,  1894. 

NEW    HOUSES. 

We  have  much  reason  for  satisfaction  in  the  improved  character 
of  the  School  Buildinora,  especially  in  the  case  of  those  erected  within 
the  last  few  years.  Nine  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  last 
school  year. 

WESTERN    DISTRICT. 

Sediovs: — St.  James,  at  the  Head  of  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  with 
two  departments,  is  delightfully  situated  on  a  healthy  spot  which 
commands  a  fine  view  of  the  Bay.  These  rooms  are  fitted  with 
modern  desks. 

West  Dover,  after  wasting  the  school  life  of  a  generation  of 
children,  has,  at  last,  a  good  substantial  house,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  open  a  school  in  August,  1894. 

Spryfield,  within  five  miles  of  Halifax  City,' has  nearly  finished 
what  will  be  a  commodious  house,  well  furnished  with  the  most 
approved  desks.  A  school  has  been  in  session  for  three  months  of  the 
year.  This  is  the  first  public  school  for  the  section,  and  represents 
no  small  amount  of  laborious  perseverance  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have,  for  years,  been  trying  to  secure  the  benefits  of  our  school  system. 
The  annual  meeting  is  reported  to  have  been  a  storm}''  one,  almost 
ending  in  an  old  fashioned  row,  but,  as  the  result  proved,  the  party  of 
progress  won. 

DARTMOUTH. 

Dartmouth  has  added  six  (6)  new  rooms,  well-arranged  in  regard 
to  light  and  ventilation.  Two  of  these  are  at  Woodside,  in  a  neat 
house,  where  a  miscellaneous  school  is  taught  in  the  first  six  grades, 
after  which  the  scholars  are  promoted  to  the  other  regularly  graded 
schools.     Greenvale  has  had  four  (4)  rooms  added  to  its  accommoda- 
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tion  by  raising  the  roof.  Principal  Miller  and  Miss  Findlay  each 
have  rooms  in  this  building,  in  addition  to  the  Principal's  office.  The 
office  has  communication  by  telephone  with  all  the  schools  in  the 
town.  The  expenses  of  this  great  improvement,  which  will  add 
much  to  the  Principal's  efficiency,  were  met  by  the  proceeds  of  a 
lecture  delivered  by  Principal  Miller,  and  a  concert  given  by  the 
teachers,  which  netted  a  considerable  sum.  The  Free  Kindergarten, 
under   Miss   Hamilton's   able    directorship,  is  also  in  this  building. 

East  Chezzetcook  (Hope  Ridge)  has  added  a  separate  class- 
room. 

South  East  Passage,  Cow  Bay,  and  Hope  Ridge  have  improved  by 
putting  in  the  patent  desks. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  at  Foot  Porter's  Lake,  Head 
Chezzetcook,  and  Eastern  Passage  to  erect  houses  suitable  to  the 
requirements  of  the  law.  The  two  latter  sections  will  also  each  pro- 
vide a  class-room  for  an  assistant. 

Ketch  Harbor,  Portuguese  Cove,  and  Herring  Cove  have  pledged 
themselves  to  put  in  suitable  furniture. 

The  notice  given  in  the  Journal  of  Education  for  1893,  that  the 
County  Grant  will  be  withheld  if  school  buildings  are  in  an  insani- 
tary condition,  the  Inspector  being  the  judge,  has  already  begun  to 
work  well,  and,  in  District  No.  1,  the  penalty,  if  deserved,  will  be 
enforced. 

EASTEHN    DISTRICT. 

Tangier  has  completed  a  good  house,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
desks  (home-made)  are  a  wretched  failure. 

Musquodoboit  HarVjour  and  Pope's  Harbour  are  now  well 
furnished. 

RURAL    DISTRICT. 

There  is  only  one  section  to  report  as  having  made  any  material 
improvement,  either  in  the  houses  or  furniture,  and  that  is  "  Dutch 
Settlement,"  No.  1,  where  the  house  has  been  ceiled  and  new  desks 
put  in  which,  although  not  of  the  most  approved  pattern,  are  superior 
to  the  old  ones. 

SECTIONS. 

Sections  may  be  classed  as  follows : 

First,  those  in  which  trustees  and  ratepayers  take  a  pride  in  their 
schools,  and  need  no  importunate  urging  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law.  Some  very  poor  sections,  to  their  honour  be  it 
spoken,  come  under  this  class. 

A  second  variety,  with  constant  official  suggestion  and  urging, 
will  be  induced  to  make  suitable  educational  arrangements. 

But  a  third  class,  even  after  their  school  house  has  been  con- 
demned, are  perfectly'  indifferent,  and  will  take  two  or  three,  and,  in 
more   cases   than   one,  even  five  years,   before  they   take   steps   to 


REPORTS    OF    INSPECrrORS.  55 


provide  the  needed  school  accommodation.  It  does  not  need  argument 
to  show  the  cruel  and  irreparable  wrong  done  the  children,  but  it  will 
need  some  planning  to  circumvent  this  selfish  folly. 

We  cannot,  perhaps,  have  compulsory  attendance  outside  of  the 
City  and  Dartmouth,  but,  certainly,  we  can  have  the  law  made  so  plain 
and  unmistakable  on  the  point  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  an 
ignorant  and  selfish  majority  to  prevent  the  keeping  of  a  school  during, 
at  least,  some  portion  of  the  year,  where  there  are  parents  who  are 
anxious  to  educate  their  children. 

Study  the  following  cases  : — 

1.  A  section  with  upwards  of  50  children  of  school  going  age, 
with  virtually  no  school  for  five  years. 

2.  Another,  with  70  or  more  children,  with  the  school  closed  for 
three-fourths  of  the  time  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

3.  Still  another  section,  within  ten  miles  of  Halifax,  closing  their 
school  from  year  to  year  because  they  were  asked  by  the  Commissioners 
to  substitute  for  their  miserable,  clumsy  desks  some  well  proportioned 
ones,  no  matter  how  plain.  In  my  next  report,  I  propose  to  give  the 
names  of  these  and  any  other  sections  guilty  of  such  dereliction  of 
duty.  May  I  suggest  that  our  Legislators,  at  the  coming  session, 
remedy  this  and  other  deficiencies  in  our  school  law  ? 

SCHOOLS    IN   OPERATION. 

We  have  had  145  schools,  with  6600  children  in  attendance  during 
some  portion  of  the  year.  These  145  schools  have  been  taught  by 
151  teachers.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  six  teachers  failed  to  fulfil  their 
agreement.  In  one  case  the  teacher  left  at  the  Christmas  vacation, 
and  substituted  another  teacher  of  a  lower  grade  and  inferior  qualifi- 
cations. Another,  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  having  married,  resigned. 
Out  of  the  six  cases,  not  one,  according  to  my  judgment,  had  a  valid 
reason  for  breach  of  agreement.  Certainly  the  law  should  annex  some 
penalty  for  these  breaches  of  contract,  for  they  affect  our  schools 
injuriously. 

Another  point  of  uncertainty  in  the  school  law  which  needs 
clearing  up,  is  the  ground  on  which  trustees  may  dismiss  a  teacher. 
The  law  says  :  "  For  gross  neglect  of  duty  or  immorality."  But  this 
is  too  vague,  as  one  of  the  sections  of  this  County  knows  to  its  cost. 

The  Grades  of  the  teachers  are  as  follows : — 

Grade  A 2 

"       B 9 

*'      C 85 

"      D 55 

CLASSIFICATION. 

This  is  steadily  improving,  and  specially  marked  in  the  case  of  the 
teachers  trained  in  the  Normal  School,  and  also  those  who  have  passed 
through  the  city  schools. 
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SCHOOL   WORK. 

As  regards  vocal  music,  while  very  few  of  our  schools  fail  to  have 
more  or  less  singing,  which  is  recognized  as  an  aid  to  discipline,  the 
scientific  teaching  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  teacher.  If  he  or 
she  has  been  at  the  Normal  School,  or  has  had  the  advantage  of  being 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Dartmouth  or  Halifax,  you  will  probably 
find  a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm  thrown  into  the  teaching  of  vocal 
music. 

HYGIENE   AND  TEMPERANCE. 

The  prescribed  text  books  are  now  in  all  the  schools,  with  less 
than  half  a  dozen  exceptions,  and  will  undoubtedly  have  a  profound 
moral  effect. 

MORAL   AND   PATRIOTIC  DUTIES. 

Good  faithful  teachers  have  always  endeavoured  to  inculcate 
correct  notions  and  practice  upon  these  points. 

READING,  WRITING,   AND    ARITHMETIC. 

So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  if  Nos.  71,  72,  73,  and  78  of  the 
Course  of  Study  are  faithfully  attended  to,  so  solid  a  foundation  is 
laid  that  the  scholar  who  has  profited  by  such  instruction  has  the 
power  to  strike  out  for  himself  new  paths  of  discovery,  but  nothing 
can  compensate  for  a  slip-shod  treatment  of  these  fundamental 
subjects  of  instruction.  It  is,  therefore,  a  pleasure  to  see  the 
increasing  skill  and  care  exercised  in  the  teaching  of  these  subjects. 

PRIMARY   WORK. 

After  a  long  experience  of  teaching  and  inspection,  if  I  were 
asked  for  the  greatest  improvement  which  has  been  made  in  our 
school  system,  I  should  unhesitatingly  place  it  in  the  Primary  work, 
which  is  wonderfully  good  in  some  of  our  schools,  and  greatly 
improved  in  all.  Scientific  Pedagogy  has  displaced  the  unnatural 
methods  of  our  young  days,  and  there  is  no  pleasanter  duty  than  the 
inspection  of  many  of  our  Primary  Departments. 

THE   COLORED   SCHOOLS. 

Out  of  the  eight  sections  in  this  County  only  one  had  school 
during  the  year.  The  African  section  above  Hammond's  Plains, 
with  a  school  population  of  upwards  of  50,  has  been  without  a  school 
for  the  last  five  years.  After  much  laudable  effort  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  providing  suitable  accommodation,  and  will  commence  a 
school  in  August,  1894.  The  Lucas  Settlement  has  a  comfortable 
house  and  kept  a  school  for  the  year. 

Maroon  Hill,  with  a  poor  school  house,  kept  a  school  open  for 
only  one  term  in  the  last  seven  years. 

Cobequid  Road  with  a  fair  house,  has  been  closed  for  the  year. 

Beech  Hill,  with  some  aid  from  the  Commissioners,  has  put  up  a 
small  house,  and  will  shortly  open  a  school. 
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Lake  Loon,  with  a  pretty  good  house,  has  been  closed. 

Preston,  with  children  enough  for  a  large  school,  has  no  scho6l 
house,  and  has  had  no  school  open  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  I  have 
repeatedly  visited  this  section,  and  done  my  best  to  create  an  interest, 
but  have  hitherto  utterly  failed. 

Partridge  River  (Preston),  with  upwards  of  60  children,  had  their 
house  destroyed  by  fire  in  1892,  but  at  the  last  annual  meeting  they 
voted  money  to  erect  a  new  one. 

But  suppose  we  had  in  each  one  of  these  sections  a  well  equipped 
school  house,  the  question  arises,  how  are  we  to  get  good  teachers, 
such  as  these  poor  people  require ;  for  unless  such  special  aid  is  given 
as  will  induce  competent  teachers  to  take  charge,  the  colored  people, 
of  whom  there  are  upwards  of  800,  will  be  left  to  struggle  on  in  their 
ignorance. 

INDIiLN   SCHOOL. 

This  school  is  doing  very  well  under  the  care  of  the  teacher,  who 
is  eminently  adapted  to  the  work.  They  have  just  received  valuable 
gifts  of  books,  kindergarten  material,  and  a  fine  collection  of  wall 
pictures  from  George  Philip  &  Son,  of  32  Fleet  St.,  London,  to  whom 
our  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  for  their  generous  gifts. 

Mr.  Barnes,  of  the  Presbytermn  Witness,  has  also  sent  them 
colored  papers  for  decoration,  etc.,  and  has  presented  the  teacher 
with  a  copy  of  Dr.  Rand  s  "  Mic-Mac  Dictionary." 

CITY  SCHOOLS. 

I  spent  March,  April,  and  part  of  May  in  the  city  school?,  and 
note  here  with  pleasure  their  steady  progress.  While  the  teaching  of 
some  branches,  reading  and  arithmetic,  for  example,  quite  hold  their 
own  in  many  of  our  county  schools,  in  calisthenics,  music,  and 
drawing  the  city  schools  are  far  ahead,  for  the  advantages  are  very 
great  and  are  made  much  of.  The  vertical  style  of  writing  is  proving 
a  success,  as  was  to  be  expected,  from  its  superiority  in  legibility, 
dispatch  and  simplicity.  '  At  the  risk  of  repeating  myself,  I  may  say 
that  my  inspection  of  the  Primary  Departments  has  been  both 
pleasant  and  profitable,  as  I  often  obtain  hints  and  suggestions  that 
enable  me  the  better  to  advise  the  teachers  in  our  country  3chools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  CONDON. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Supt  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT   No.   2.— LUNENBURG   AND  QUEENS. 

H.  H.  Macintosh,  Inspector, 
Sir  :— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  Public  Schools  of 
Inspectoral  District  No.  2,  for  the  year  ended  July  31st,  1894. 

Two  new  sections  were  organized  during  the  year,  Upper  Wood- 
stock in  Lunenburg,  and  Bang's  Falls  in  Queens,  the  number  of 
sections  in  the  district  now  standing  at  193,  as  follows  : 

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin 117  sections. 

Chester 29       " 

South  Queens 26       " 

North  Queens 21 

The  following  sections  were  without  school  during  the  year: 
Lower  Northfield  and  North-West  Cove,  in  Lunenburg  Co.,  and 
Western  Head,  Riverdale,  Denmark,  Fifteen  Mile,  and  Albany  New,  in 
Queens.  Two  of  these  were  unable  to  secure  suitable  teachers,  while 
the  others  were  closed  chiefly  on  account  of  the  very  small  number  of 
pupils  in  the  sections. 

The  number  of  schools  in  operation,  number  of  pupils  registered, 
and  attendance  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Lunenburg  County. 


District. 

No.  of  Schools. 

Pupils 
Reg  stered. 

Attendance. 

Lunenburg  &  New  Dublin 
Chester 

141 
30 

6175 
1377 

654,778 
135,172 

Total 

171                  T.^.^S? 

789,950 

Queens  County. 


Soutli  Oueens 

37 

19 

147G 
547 

177,833 

North        "       

52.332 

Total 

56 

2023 

230,165 

The  various  graded  schools  throughout  the  district  comprise  58  of 
the  227  reported  in  the  above  table,  or  25  per  cent,  of  all  the  schools. 
Lunenburg  Academy  has  12  departments;  Liverpool  Academy  8; 
Bridgewater  7 ;  Mahone  Bay  5;  Milton,  Mill  Village,  Port  Med  way,  and 
Chester,  3  each  ;  Brooklyn,  Petite  Riviere,  West  Dublin,  Conquerall 
Bank,  Suramerside,  Ritcey's  Cove,  and  Tancook,  2  each.  These 
schools  enrol  3067  pupils,  over  32  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
registered,  and  make  over  41  per  cent,  of  the  total  attendance. 
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The  proportion  of  the  population  attending  school  was  1  in  4.1 
in  Lunenburg  County,  and  1  in  5.2  in  Queens  County.  In  Lunenburg 
County  the  average  quarterly  per  centage  of  attendance  was  61.7, 
and  in  Queens  63.6. 

The  number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  ago  not 
attending  school  at  all,  is  given  as  677  in  Lunenburg  County,  and 
216  in  Queens.  Out  of  the  full  term,  217  days,  the  schools  in  the 
district  of  Chester  were  open  on  an  average  213.5  days  ;  in  South 
Queens,  211.5  ;  in  North  Queens,  201.5 ;  and  in  Lunenburg  and  New 
Dublin,  200  days. 

During  the  past  year,  239  teachers  were  employed,  181  in  Lunen- 
burg County,  and  58  in  Queens — only  23  of  these  being  males. 
Comparing  the  number  of  teachers  employed  with  the  number  of 
schools  open  shows  a  change  of  teacher  in  12  sections  during 
the  year. 

The  various  grades  were  represented  as  follows  : — 

A  B  C  D 

Lunenburg  County....     2  14  72       *     93 

Queens  County 1  5  34  18 

Compared  with  1893,  the  year  just  closed  shows  an  increase  of  ^ 
sections,  2  schools,  260  pupils,  and  more  than  a  corresponding 
increase  in  attendance. 

Every  settlement  in  Lunenburg  County  has  now  its  public  school, 
and  every  one  of  the  146  sections  is  organized  and  active.  Upper 
Woodstock,  the  last  to  provide  school  privileges  for  the  rising  genera- 
tion, has  at  length  succeeded  in  building  a  very  neat  and  substantial 
school  house,  and,  next  term,  school  will  be  opened  for  the  first  time 
in  this  section. 

In  Queens  County,  also,  schools  are  within  easy  reach  of  every 
inhabitant,  and  ever>  section  is  organized.  Denmark  and  Riverdale, 
in  South  Queens,  and  Fifteen  Mile  and  Albany  New,  in  North 
Queens,  have  not  had  school  in  regular  operation  for  the  last  two 
years,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  small  number  of  children  in  each 
section.  Two  of  these,  however,  Denmark  and  Albany  New,  will 
have  school  next  term. 

Besides  the  new  school  house  in  Upper  Woodstock,  already  referred 
to,  Mader's  Cove  has  just  completed  a  fine  new  building  adapted  for 
two  departments  when  necessary,  and  furnished  it  with  modern  seats 
and  desks.  The  ratepayers  of  this  section  did  not  wait,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  for  the  old  school  house  to  be  condemned.  They  saw  that  a 
new  one  was  needed  and  built  it. 

School  was  opened  last  April  in  the  new  school  house  at  Bang's 
Falls,  the  section  lately  organized  in  North  Queens.  A  school  was 
much  needed  in  this  settlement,  and  both  parents  and  pupils  seem 
greatly  interested  in  its  success. 
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The  Lunenburg  Academy,  after  an  existence  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  28th  of  last  September,  and  the 
sum  of  $25,000  has  been  voted  for  a  new  building,  which  is  now  in 
course  of  construction.  This  promises  to  be  a  modern  building  in 
every  respect,  and  will  be  one  of  the  largest  public  school  buildings  in 
the  province. 

Considerable  has  been  done  the  past  year  in  the  way  of  repairs  to 
buildings  and  improvement  of  grounds,  S1695  having  been  spent  for 
this  purpose.     The  following  may  be  noted  here  : — 

Chester. — Partial   repairs  to  interior  of  rooms,  to   be  completed 
duing  the  winter  months. 

Clearland. — Building  raised,  new  foundation,  grounds  levelled  and 
fenced,  making  a  very  creditable  appearance. 

Lower  LaHave. — Building  put  in  thorough  repair. 

Liverpool. — General  repairs  to  Academy,  amounting  to  about  $400. 

Milton. — S145  spent  in  improving  grounds  and  out-buildings. 

Port  Midway, — Very  necessary  repairs  to  building. 

Mill  Village. — General  repairs  to  buildings  and  premises. 
Greenfield. — Over  $70  spent  in  general  repairs. 

Bridgewater. — Grounds   improved,   and   8100    voted    for  seatin^^ 
High  School. 

Park's  Creek,  Penny's,  Knock's,  and  a  number  of  other  sections 
have  made  less  extensive  repairs,  while  the  minutes  of  the  last 
annual  meetings  show  that  Conquerall  Mills,  Petite  Riviere,  and 
several  others  have  made  provision  for  improvements  during  the 
next  school  year. 

Nearly  all  the  graded  schools  are  fairly  well  supplied  with 
apparatus.  Liverpool  Academy  has  received  an  outfit  of  scientific 
apparatus  costing  about  $150.  Many  of  the  larger  miscellaneous 
schools  have  a  good  outfit  of  maps,  but  the  smaller  schools  of  the 
poorer  sections  are  still  scantily  supplied.  More  attention  is  being 
paid  to  providing  materials  and  helps  for  use  in  the  lower  grades. 

I  can  report  a  generally  satisfactory  year's  work  in  the  schools. 
The  good  teachers  have  done  good  work — always  do.  They  know  fioio 
to  teach,  are  successful  under  any  circumstances,  and  their  work 
always  tells.  Other  teachers  are  just  as  faithful  and  work  just  as 
hard,  but  not  knoiving  hoii\  their  energy  is  mis-applied,  and  the 
results  are  unsatisfactory  and  discouraging.  Without  a  practical 
training,  the  teacher  is  heavily  handicapped.  Many  of  this  class, 
after  years  of  experience,  make  excellent  teachers,  but  what  about 
the  pupils'  loss  of  time  and  teacher's  loss  of  effort  in  the  mean- 
time ?  The  poor  teacher  is  still  with  us,  careless,  without  any 
ambition,  full  of  excuses,  placing  the  blame  everywhere  bqt  in  the 
right  place.     It  is  encouraging,  however,  to  find  that  every  year  we 
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have  more  good  teachers  and  fewer  poor  ones.  In  this  respect  the 
premium  on  attendance  at  the  Normal  School  has,  even  already,  done 
this  district  good  service.  In  1890,  only  three  students  from  Lunen- 
burg and  Queens  are  reported  attending  the  Normal  School ;  in  1893 
there  were  17,  and  this  year,  I  think,  even  a  greater  number.  Previous 
to  1893  the  number  of  Normal  School  teachers  employed  in  both 
counties  ranged  from  20  to  25  ;  this  year  there  were  41. 

I  have  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the  teaching  of  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  in  the  schools,  and  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  improvement  in  these  branches.  Language  and  geography  are 
also  better  taught  than  formerly.  In  many  schools  much  good  has  been 
done  by  means  of  language  lessons,  composition,  letter-writing,  etc. 
In  regard  to  geography,  more  attention  is  being  given  to  our  own 
country,  its  resources,  industries,  etc., — in  many  cases  history  i^  taught 
in  connection  with  geography,  and  with  good  results.  Certainly, 
more  oral  work  is  being  done  every  year,  but  the  progress  in  this 
respect  still  seems  too  slow.  The  hints  and  directions  on  the  teach- 
ing of  the  different  subjects,  given  in  the  school  register,  have  been 
of  great  assistance  to  many  of  our  teachers,  and  if  this  idea  were 
carried  out  more  fully  in  manual  form,  as  suggested  by  an  Inspector 
in  last  year's  report,  I  am  confident  it  would  do  an  immense  amount 
of  good  to  the  teaching  profession  throughout  the  province.  Some- 
thing like  this,  to  show  the  untrained  and  inexperienced  teacher 
what  intelligent  teaching  really  is,  would,  in  my  opinion,. have  a  wide- 
spread and  beneficial  effect. 

In  the  past,  the  supply  of  teachers  in  this  district  was  always 
largely  in  excess  of  the  demand,  but  thi?  year  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers  could  not  be  got  to  fill  the  schools,  particularly  those  opening 
after  the  beginning  of  the  term.  On  this  account  a  number  of 
permissive  licenses  had  to  be  issued,  and  judging  from  the  continued 
scarcit}^  the  same  thing  will  have  to  be  done  next  year.  This 
scarcity  of  teachers  is  easily  accounted  for.  The  number  of  schools 
is  increasing,  more  teachers  from  the  district  are  attending  the 
Normal  School,  and  there  are  fewer  candidates  for  license. 

As  you  have  personally  inspected  the  County  Academies  in  this 
district  during  the  3'ear,  there  is  no  necessity  of  any  remark 
from  me. 

At  the  Provincial  Examination,  there  were  92  candidates  at  Lunen- 
burg station  and  43  at  Liverpool,  50  per  cent,  of  the  former  and  72 
per  cent,  of  the  latter  being  successful  in  obtaining  some  grade. 

With  a  single  exception,  the  returns  of  the  past  year  were 
received  within  the  specified  time  and,  compared  with  those  of  last 
year,  were  superior  in  point  of  completeness,  correctness,  and  neatness. 
Strange  to  say,  the  most  of  the  incorrect  and  untidy  returns  came, 
year  after  year,  from  the  same  teachers  —  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  I 
could  make  a  pretty  accurate  list  of  "  Unsatisfactory  Returns  "  before 
examining  them.  In  a  number  of  the  shore  sections  all  the  trustees, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  were  away  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  and 


62  LUNENBURG    AND    QUEENS. 


no  arrangement  had  been  made  for  the  signing  of  returns.  In  such 
cases  we  had  to  be  content  with  the  certificate  of  the  remaining 
trustee  or  secretary. 

At  date  of  writing,  a  copj  of  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting 
from  every  section  in  the  district  is  on  file.  No  certificate  for  the 
payment  of  County  Fund  is  issued  to  any  section  failing  to  comply 
with  the  law  in  this  respect.  This  insures  the  filing  of  the  minutes  at 
least  by  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  County  Fund.  The  form  for 
minutes  of  annual  meeting  in  the  April  Jotutmal  of  Education  has 
been  extensively  followed,  and  no  doubt  the  note  at  the  bottom, 
"  Copy  of  this  to  be  sent  Inspector  within  one  week,"  had  a  good  effect. 

The  regulation  allowing  sections  so  desiring  to  hold  the  annual 
meeting  in  March  instead  of  June,  was  a  gre^t  convenience  and  gave 
much  satisfaction  throughout  the  district.  Thirty-six  of  the  shore 
sections  took  advantage  of  the  privilege,  and  in  nearly  every  instance 
the  meeting  could  not  have  been  held  in  June  on  account  of  tho 
ratepayers  being  away  on  the  fishing  grounds  at  that  time.  Already, 
applications  are  in  from  a  number  of  sections  asking  the  same  per- 
mission next  year. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  District  of  Lunen- 
burg and  New  Dublin,  a  petition  was  received  asking  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  section  to  the  north  of  Stanbourne  Section,  No.  38,  to 
include  a  number  of  the  ratepayers  of  Stanbourne  Section  and  several 
families  not  in  any  section.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted 
on  condition  that  the  bounds  of  the  proposed  section  should  be  so 
amended  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  as  to  include  several  other 
families  in  that  neighbourhood. 

At  the  same  meeting,  the  school  house  in  Falkland  Section,  No.  35, 
was  condemned. 

The  Chester  Commissioners  also  condemned  the  school  house  in 
Back  of  Lake  Section,  No.  13. 

New  buildings  will  likely  be  completed  in  both  these  sections 
before  August,  1895. 

The  change  from  semi-annual  to  annual  terms  has  not,  to  my 
knowledge,  called  forth  a  single  complaint  in  this  district,  and  after 
two  years'  trial  its  many  advantages  are  evident.  It  may  have  dis- 
advantages, but  they  have  failed  to  materialize  with  us. 

Details  affecting  the  different  sections  will  be  found  in  the 
statistical  tables  and  notes  of  inspection  already  in  your  hands. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Macintosh. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  3.— YARMOUTH  AND  SHELBURNE. 

James  H.  Munro,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

I  intend  this  to  be  a  brief  report.  The  main  features  of  the 
school  year  were  so  much  like  those  of  the  preceding  year,  that  to 
comment  on  them  would  he  merely  a  repetition  of  what  was  previously 
said.  The  most  noticeable  difference  was  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  on 
account  of  which  several  boards  of  trustees  were  hard  pressed  to 
provide  schools.  Argyle  Sound,  Maple  Grove,  Gavelton,  and  North 
Kempt  were  all  vacant,  though  repeated  efforts  were  made  to  procure 
teachers.  Indeed,  other  schools  would  have  been  vacant  had  not 
trustees  succeeded  in  attracting  teachers  from  other  counties. 

This  deficiency  in  the  supply  contrasts  oddly  with  the  abundance 
of  former  years,  and  is  accounted  for,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  large 
number  of  female  teachers  who  have  lately  exchanged  the  school 
room  for  the  domestic  sphere,  and  by  deaths. 

Miss  Philomena  Babin,  an  excellent  French  teacher,  died  after  a 
few  weeks'  sickness.  Miss  Georgina  Trask  and  Miss  Jessie  MacCalium, 
young  and  promising  teachers,  became  the  victims  of  typhoid  fever 
early  in  the  year.  Miss  Ethel  MacAlpine  died  a  few  months  ago. 
She  was  esteemed  for  her  faithful  services. 

It  should  be  added  that  since  the  recent  changes  few  candidates 
have  come  forward  to  qualify  for  licenses.  At  the  last  examination 
there  were  only  sixteen  in  the  whole  district. 

In  one  instance  only  have  the  boundary  lines  of  sections  been 
seriously  changed.  For  several  years  I  kept  urging  the  ratepayers  of 
Power's  Brook  and  Enslow's  Point  to  amalgamate  their  sections,  since 
their  united  length  was  barely  three  miles,  and  the  valuation  of  their 
properties  about  five  thousand  dollars.  In  both  sections  the  school 
houses  were  very  poor  buildings,  and  while  Power  s  Brook  managed 
to  have  a  school  pretty  regularly,  Enslow's  Point  rarely  had  a  school. 
After  several  disappointments,  petitions  in  favour  of  union,  signed  by 
a  majority  of  the  ratepayers,  were  at  the  last  annual  meeting  laid 
before  the  school  commissioners,  who  readily  acceded  to  the  request 
of  the  petitioners.  Power's  Brook  and  Enslow's  Point  have  now 
given  place  to  "  Upper  West  Jordan,"  No.  14^. 

In  a  former  report  I  referred  to  Belleville  as  coming  under  the 
reviiew  of  the  Argyle  school  commissioners.  The  present  accommo- 
dation is  insufficient,  and  three  parties  in  the  section  have  each  a 
proposal.  One  would  make  three  sections  out  of  the  present  one ; 
another  would  make  two,  and  the  third  would  organize  a  graded 
school  of  two  departments.  The  final  deliverance  of  the  board  was 
to  the  effect  "  That  unless  the  ratepayers  organize  a  graded  school, 
the  commissioners  at  their  next  meeting  will  divide  Belleville  into 
two  new  sections."  At  the  same  meeting  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  :      "  That  the  time  to  expect  gratuitous 
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services  is  past,  and  that  the  Government  should  indemnify  the 
school  commissioners  for  the  time  spent,  and  expenses  incurred  in 
connection  with  meetings  of  the  board." 

All  the  lx)ards  in  the  district  discussed  the  condition  of  the  school 
buildinofs,  and  condemned  the  worst.  It  is  up-hill  work  to  perj?uade 
truj-tees  and  ratepayers  that  school  houses  and  their  surroundings 
should  be  neat  and  attractive.  While  other  public  buildings  receive 
a  lavish  application  of  paint,  school,  houses  stand  as  monuments  of 
solitary  neglect.  Still,  as  if  to  encourage  the  hope  of  improvement,  a 
section  here  and  there  shows  a  consciousness  that  something  better  is 
needed.  At  Charlesville  and  Upper  and  Lower  Wood's  Harbour,  I 
saw  men  to  work  levelling  and  smoothing  the  school  grounds.  In  the 
town  of  Shelburne  the  trustees  applied  during  the  year  two  hundred 
dollars  in  this  way,  and  intend  to  expend  more  money.  Yarmouth 
town  school  houses  are  always  well  up  to  the  standard.  They  are 
now  as  handsome  as  the  hands  of  carpenters  and  painters  can  make 
them.  Their  fine  grounds  and  ti  im  hedges  attract  the  attention  of 
many  tourists. 

,It  is  a  perplexing  question  what  to  recommend  where  school  houses 
are  too  good  to  be  condemned,  and  yet  too  small  for  the  needs  of  the 
section.  Were  there  a  stringent  law  compelling  attendance,  new 
buildings  would  have  to  be  erected  at  once,  and  in  other  cases  new 
apartments  as  attachments  to  the  old  buildings.  But  where  the 
intelligent  foresight  of  a  generation  that  is  passing  away  provided 
ample  space  in  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of  another 
department,  no  tolerance  should  be  given  to  that  penuriousness  which 
would  crowd  eight}'  or  ninety  children  into  a  room  which  can  hold 
comfortabi}'  only  half  that  number.  This  is  just  what  is  being 
done  in  a  section  in  this  district.  For  the  present  the  County  Fund 
is  withheld  from  the  trustees. 

I  hope  to  see  an  amendment  to  the  law  whereby  an  annual  meet- 
ing will  be  prevented  from  reducing  unnecessarily  the  number  of 
departments  in  the  school.  I  have  known  a  good  graded  school,  at 
the  freak  of  a  few  ratepayers,  changed 'in  a  night  to  a  miscellaneous 
school. 

For  simplicity,  clearness,  and  completeness,  so  far  as  they  go,  as 
well  as  for  their  excellent  print,  the  new  Health  Readers  deserve 
commendation.  They  have  been  pretty  generally  introduced  into  the 
schools  of  this  district,  and  were  it  not  for  a  hitch  in  the  supply,  the 
cause  of  which  I  cannot  explain,  very  few  schools  would  be  without 
them.  I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  teachers  and  pupils  study  them 
carefully,  and  that  the  lessons  arc  given  with  the  feeling  that  there  is 
a  moral  obligation  to  impress  the  facts  on  the  minds  of  their  pupils. 
I  must  confess  my  partialit}'  to  No.  1.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  I 
recommended  to  teachers  what  was  substantially  the  same  book,  and  I  ' 
have  the  gratification  of  seeing  it  on  a  good  many  school  desks. 

As  regards  the  general  work  of  teachers,  there  need  be  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  is  obvious  improvement.  The  following 
points  are  quite   discernible :    More  readiness  in  adopting  practical 
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suggestions,  discarding  books  while  teaching  classes,  completing  to  a 
figure  the  registers,  making  out  correct  returns,  better  oversight  of 
school  houses,  apparatus,  and  out-buildings,  a  more  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  study,  and  an  intelligent  endeavor  to  carry  out 
its  requirements.  I  wish  I  could  add  regular  habits  of  reading  and 
study.  Of  course  there  is  a  minority  to  whom  these  remarks  do  not 
apply.  Their  registers  are  blotted,  and  though  sworn  to.  are  scribbled 
over,  indicating  a'^ental  feebleness  characteristic  of  little  children, 
and  their  returns  have  mistakes  which  proclaim  the  domination  of 
careless  habits.  The  essential  subjects  are  much  better  taught.  One 
no  longer  sees  classes  huddled  round  the  teacher's  desk.  Instead,  they 
take  their  position  in  a  remote  part  of  the  room,  hold  their  books  at 
an  even  height,  and  put  force  into  their  voices  so  as  to  be  heard 
distinctly.  Arithmetic,  too,  is  receiving  the  time  and  attention  it 
requires.  In  my  opinion  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  the  grand  test 
of  a  teacher's  ability  and  success.  Show  me  a  school  where  this 
branch  is  efficiently  taught,  and  I  shall  draw  the  inference  that  the 
teacher  is  methodical  in  her  work,  -clear  in  explanation,  ^pt  to 
illustrate,  and  she  is  not  soon  weary  of  repetition.  No  subject  will 
be  slighted,  for  her  energy  will  quicken  every  class. 

I  have  reviewed  carefully  the  table  showing  how  teachers  appor- 
tion their  time  in  their  school  rooms.  Owing  to  the  diversity  of 
pupils,  attainment^,  and  other  differences,  a  uniform  allowance  in  all 
the  schools  for  the  same  subjects  cannot  be  expected.  Nevertheless, 
the  time  in  different  schools  often  varies  too  largely.  The  differences, 
indeed,  would  suggest  that  there  is  a  misunderstanding  in  some  minds 
as  to  what  is  really  wanted.  For  instance,  a  late  graduate  of  the 
Normal  School  has  entered  30  minutes  as  the  allotment  per  week  to  ^ 
writing,  while  another  teacher  would  have  to  encroach  on  a  second 
week  for  the  sum  of  the  minutes  devoted  to  the  subjects  she  taught. 
After  all,  the  time  apportioned  among  the  different  subjects  in  the 
average  school  makes  a  reasonable  showing,  and  though  it  is  not  the 
same  in  both  Counties,  there  is  in  some  things  an  approximation. 

This   table   shows   the   average   number   of    minutes    per    week 
teachers  have  given  to  the  subjects  I  have  selected  : — 
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Though  music  is  receiving  more  attention,  there  are  two  many 
schools  in  which  it  is  neglected.  In  Shelburne  Municipality  there  are 
23  schools  which  have  no  singing ;  in  Barrington  10  ;  in  Argyle  7  ;  and 
in  Yarmouth  18.    Thirty  per  cent,  of  all  the  schools  make  no  pretence 
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services  is  past,  and  that  the  Government  should  indemnify  the 
school  commissioners  for  the  time  spent,  and  expenses  incurred  in 
connection  with  meetings  of  the  board." 

All  the  lx)ards  in  the  district  discussed  the  condition  of  the  school 
buildinfys,  and  condemned  the  worst.  It  is  up-hill  work  to  persuade 
trustees  and  ratepayers  that  school  houses  and  their  surroundings 
should  be  neat  and  attractive.  While  other  public  buildings  receive 
a  lavish  application  of  paint,  school,  houses  stand  as  monuments  of 
solitary  neglect.  Still,  as  if  to  encourage  the  hope  of  improvement,  a 
section  here  and  there  shows  a  consciousness  that  something^  better  is 
needed.  At  Charlesville  and  Upper  and  Lower  Wood's  Harbour,  I 
saw  men  to  work  levelling  and  smoothing  the  school  grounds.  In  the 
town  of  Shelburne  the  trustees  applied  during  the  year  two  hundred 
dollars  in  this  way,  and  intend  to  expend  more  money.  Yarmouth 
town  school  houses  are  always  well  up  to  the  standard.  They  are 
now  as  hand.«ome  as  the  hands  of  carpenters  and  painters  can  make 
them.  Their  fine  grounds  and  trim  hedges  attract  the  attention  of 
many  tourists. 

.It  is  a  perplexing  question  what  to  recommend  where  school  houses 
are  too  good  to  be  condemned,  and  yet  too  small  for  the  needs  of  the 
section.  Were  there  a  stringent  law  compelling  attendance,  new 
buildings  would  have  to  be  erected  at  once,  and  in  other  cases  new 
apartments  as  attachments  to  the  old  buildings.  But  where  the 
intelligent  foresight  of  a  generation  that  is  passing  away  provided 
ample  space  in  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of  another 
department,  no  tolerance  should  be  given  to  that  penuriousness  which 
would  crowd  eight}'  or  ninety  children  into  a  room  which  can  hold 
comfortably  only  half  that  number.  This  is  juat  what  is  being 
done  in  a  section  in  this  district.  For  the  present  the  Count}'  Fund 
is  withheld  from  the  trustees. 

I  hope  to  see  an  amendment  to  the  law  whereby  an  annual  meet- 
ing will  be  prevented  from  reducing  unnecessarily  the  number  of 
departments  in  the  school.  I  have  known  a  good  graded  school,  at 
the  freak  of  a  few  ratepayers,  changed 'in  a  night  to  a  miscellaneous 

school. 

For  simplicity,  clearness,  and  completeness,  so  far  as  they  go,  as 
well  as  for  their  excellent  print,  the  new  Health  Readers  deserve 
commendation.  They  have  been  pretty  generally  introduced  into  the 
schools  of  this  district,  and  were  it  not  for  a  hitch  in  the  supply,  the 
cause  of  which  I  cannot  explain,  very  few  schools  would  be  without 
them.  I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  teachers  and  pupils  study  them 
carefully,  and  that  the  lessons  arc  given  with  the  feeling  that  there  is 
a  moral  obligation  to  impress  the  facts  on  the  minds  of  their  pupils. 
I  must  confess  my  partiality  to  No.  1.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  I 
recommended  to  teachers  what  was  substantially  the  same  book,  and  I  ' 
have  the  gratification  of  seeing  it  on  a  good  many  school  desks. 

As  regards  the  general  work  of  teachers,  there  need  be  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  is  obvious  improvement.  The  following 
points  are  quite   discernible :    More  readiness  in  adopting  practical 
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suggestions,  discarding  books  while  teaching  classes,  completing  to  a 
figure  the  registers,  making  out  correct  returns,  better  oversight  of 
school  houses,  apparatus,  and  out-buildings,  a  more  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  study,  and  an  intelligent  endeavor  to  carry  out 
its  requirements.  I  wish  I  could  add  regular  habits  of  reading  and 
study.  Of  course  there  is  a  minority  to  whom  these  remarks  do  not 
apply.  Their  registers  are  blotted,  and  though  sworn  to.  are  scribbled 
over,  indicating  a  Cental  feebleness  characteristic  of  little  children, 
and  their  returns  have  mistakes  which  proclaim  the  domination  of 
careless  habits.  The  essential  subjects  are  much  better  taught.  One 
no  longer  sees  classes  huddled  round  the  teacher  s  desk.  Instead,  they 
take  their  position  in  a  remote  part  of  the  room,  hold  their  books  at 
an  even  height,  and  put  force  into  their  voices  so  as  to  be  heard 
distinctly.  Arithmetic,  too,  is  receiving  the  time  and  attention  it 
requires.  In  my  opinion  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  the  grand  test 
of  a  teacher*s  ability  and  success.  Show  me  a  school  where  this 
branch  is  efficiently  taught,  and  I  shall  draw  the  inference  that  the 
teacher  is  methodical  in  her  work,  -clear  in  explanation,  ^pt  to 
illustrate,  and  she  is  not  soon  weary  of  lepetition.  No  subject  will 
be  slighted,  for  her  energy  will  quicken  every  class. 

I  have  reviewed  carefully  the  table  showing  how  teachers  appor- 
tion their  time  in  their  school  rooms.  Owing  to  the  diversity  of 
pupils,  attainment-^,  and  other  differences,  a  uniform  allowance  in  all 
the  schools  for  the  same  subjects  cannot  be  expected.  Nevertheless, 
the  time  in  different  schools  often  varies  too  largely.  The  differences, 
indeed,  would  suggest  that  there  is  a  misunderstanding  in  some  minds 
as  to  what  is  really  wanted.  For  instance,  a  late  graduate  of  the 
Normal  School  has  entered  30  minutes  as  the  allotment  per  iveek  to  ^ 
writing,  while  another  teacher  would  have  to  encroach  on  a  second 
week  for  the  sum  of  the  minutes  devoted  to  the  subjects  she  taught. 
After  all,  the  time  apportioned  among  the  different  subjects  in  the 
average  school  makes  a  reasonable  showing,  and  though  it  is  not  the 
same  in  both  Counties,  there  is  in  some  things  an  approximation. 

This   table   shows   the   average    number   of    minutes   per    week 
teachers  have  given  to  the  subjects  I  have  selected  : — 
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Though  music  is  receiving  more  attention,  there  are  two  many 
schools  in  which  it  is  neglected.  In  Shelburne  Municipality  there  are 
23  schools  which  have  no  singing ;  in  Barrington  10  ;  in  Argyle  7  ;  and 
in  Yarmouth  18,    Thirty  per  cent,  of  all  the  schools  make  no  pretence 


64  YARMOUTH    AND    SHKLBURNE. 


services  is  past,  and  that  the  Government  should  indemnify  the 
school  commissioners  for  the  time  spent,  and  expenses  incurred  in 
connection  with  meetings  of  the  board." 

All  the  lx)ards  in  the  district  discussed  the  condition  of  the  school 
buildinf^s,  and  condemned  the  worst.  It  is  up-hill  work  to  persuade 
trustees  and  ratepayers  that  school  houses  and  their  surroundings 
should  be  neat  and  attractive.  While  other  public  buildings  receive 
a  lavish  application  of  paint,  school,  houses  stand  as  monuments  of 
solitary  neglect.  Still,  as  if  to  encourage  the  hope  of  improvement,  a 
section  here  and  there  shows  a  consciousness  that  something:  better  is 
needed.  At  Charles ville  and  Upper  and  Lower  Wood's  Harbour,  I 
saw  men  to  work  levelling  and  smoothing  the  school  grounds.  In  the 
town  of  Shelburne  the  trustees  applied  during  the  year  two  hundred 
dollars  in  this  way,  and  intend  to  expend  more  money.  Yarmouth 
town  school  houses  are  always  well  up  to  the  standard.  They  are 
now  as  handsome  as  the  hands  of  carpenters  and  painters  can  make 
them.  Their  fine  grounds  and  tiim  hedges  attract  the  attention  of 
many  tourists. 

.It  is  a  perplexing  question  what  to  recommend  where  school  houses 
are  too  good  to  be  condemned,  and  yet  too  small  for  the  needs  of  the 
section.  Were  there  a  stringent  law  compelling  attendance,  new 
buildings  would  have  to  be  erected  at  once,  and  in  other  cases  new 
apartments  as  attachments  to  the  old  buildings.  But  where  the 
intelligent  foresight  of  a  generation  that  is  passing  away  provided 
ample  space  in  the  building  for  the  accommodation  of  another 
department,  no  tolerance  should  be  given  to  that  penuriousness  which 
would  crowd  eight}'  or  ninety  children  into  a  room  which  can  hold 
comfortably  only  half  that  number.  This  is  just  what  is  being 
done  in  a  section  in  this  district.  For  the  present  the  Count}'  Fund 
is  withheld  from  the  trustees. 

I  hope  to  see  an  amendment  to  the  law  whereby  an  annual  meet- 
ing will  be  prevented  from  reducing  unnecessarily  the  number  of 
departments  in  the  school.  I  have  known  a  good  graded  school,  at 
the  freak  of  a  few  ratepayers,  changed 'in  a  night  to  a  miscellaneous 
school. 

For  simplicity,  clearness,  and  completeness,  so  far  as  they  go,  as 
well  as  for  their  excellent  print,  the  new  Health  Readers  <leserve 
commendation.  They  have  been  pretty  generally  introduced  into  the 
schools  of  this  district,  and  were  it  not  for  a  hitch  in  the  supply,  the 
cause  of  which  I  cannot  explain,  very  few  schools  would  be  without 
them.  I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  teachers  and  pupils  study  them 
carefully,  and  that  the  lessons  aro  given  with  the  feeling  that  there  is 
a  moral  obligation  to  impress  the  facts  on  the  minds  of  their  pupils. 
I  must  confess  my  partiality  to  No.  I.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  I 
recommended  to  teachers  what  was  substantially  the  same  book,  and  I  ' 
have  the  gratification  of  seeing  it  on  a  good  many  school  desks. 

As  regards  the  general  work  of  teachers,  there  need  be  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  is  obvious  improvement.  The  following 
points  are  quite   discernible :    More  readiness  in  adopting  practical 
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suggestions,  discarding  books  while  teaching  classes,  completing  to  a 
figure  the  registers,  making  out  correct  returns,  better  oversight  of 
school  houses,  apparatus,  and  out-buildings,  a  more  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  study,  and  an  intelligent  endeavor  to  carry  out 
its  requirements.  I  wish  I  could  add  regular  habits  of  reading  and 
study.  Of  course  there  is  a  minority  to  whom  these  remarks  do  not 
apply.  Their  registers  are  blotted,  and  though  sworn  to,  are  scribbled 
over,  indicating  a  Cental  feebleness  characteristic  of  little  children, 
and  their  returns  have  mistakes  which  proclaim  the  domination  of 
careless  habits.  The  essential  subjects  are  much  better  taught.  One 
no  longer  sees  classes  huddled  round  the  teacher's  desk.  Instead,  they 
take  their  position  in  a  remote  part  of  the  room,  hold  their  books  at 
an  even  height,  and  put  force  into  their  voices  so  as  to  be  heard 
distinctly.  Arithmetic,  too,  is  receiving  the  time  and  attention  it 
requires.  In  my  opinion  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  the  grand  test 
of  a  teacher's  ability  and  success.  Show  me  a  school  where  this 
branch  is  efficiently  taught,  and  I  shall  draw  the  inference  that  the 
teacher  is  methodical  in  her  work,  ^lear  in  explanation,  ^pt  to 
illustrate,  and  she  is  not  soon  weary  of  lepetition.  No  subject  will 
be  slighted,  for  her  energy  will  quicken  every  class. 

I  have  reviewed  carefully  the  table  showing  how  teachers  appor- 
tion their  time  in  their  school  rooms.  Owing  to  the  diversity  of 
pupils,  attainment^,  and  other  differences,  a  uniform  allowance  in  all 
the  schools  for  the  same  subjects  cannot  be  expected.  Nevertheless, 
the  time  in  different  schools  often  varies  too  largely.  The  differences, 
indeed,  would  suggest  that  there  is  a  misunderstanding  in  some  minds 
as  to  what  is  really  wanted.  For  instance,  a  late  graduate  of  the 
Normal  School  has  entered  30  minutes  as  the  allotment  per  week  to , 
writing,  while  another  teacher  would  have  to  encroach  on  a  second 
week  for  the  sum  of  the  minutes  devoted  to  the  subjects  she  taught. 
After  all,  the  time  apportioned  among  the  different  subjects  in  the 
average  school  makes  a  reasonable  showing,  and  though  it  is  not  the 
same  in  both  Counties,  there  is  in  some  things  an  approximation. 

This   table   shows   the   average    number   of    minutes    per    week 
teachers  have  given  to  the  subjects  I  have  selected  : — 
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Though  music  is  receiving  more  attention,  there  are  two  many 
schools  in  which  it  is  neglected.  In  Shelburne  Municipality  there  are 
23  schools  which  have  no  singing ;  in  Barrington  10  ;  in  Argyle  7  ;  and 
in  Yarmouth  18.    Thirty  per  cent,  of  all  the  schools  make  no  pretence 
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to  cultivate  music  In  Milton  and  Central  schools,  teachers  give  a 
training  in  the  theory  of  music,  and  the  singing  is  very  fine.  Miss  L. 
Ada  Goudey,  Lower  Town  school,  is  an  enthusiastic  teacher,  and  her 
pupils  share  her  enthusiasm.  The  melody  and  harmony  of  their 
singing  it  is  delightful  to  listen  to. 

The  number  of  candidates  for  the  Provincial  Examination  was 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  As  I  believe.,  their  names  were 
forwarded  in  good  faith,  and  that  the  absences  were  due  to  sickness  or 
other  unavoidable  causes,  I  submit  the  sections  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  the  grades  of  certificates  applied  for : 

Yarmouth  Station. 


A 
6 

B 

7 
4 
2 

C 

7 
8 
4 
1 

•  •  •  • 

2 
1 

D 

16 
6 
9 
6 
5 

•  •  •  • 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

49 

Total. 

Academy • 

36 

Milton , 

18 

Hebron .  .••••••.••. • 

1 

16 

Maitland • 

7 

Tusket 

1 

6 

Ohio 

2 

Wellington 

2 

East  Glenwood • 

2 

XJoDer  Eel  Brook 

2 

Plymouth 

1 

Rockville ••« 

1 

Carleton 

1 

2 

26 

1 

Private    students 

1 

8 

14 

3 

Total 

97 

Shelburne  Station. 


A 

B 

4 

C 

7 

D 

23 
2 
2 
1 

28 

TOTAl,. 

Academy 

34 

Jordan  Falls 

2 

Clvde  River 

A     ■      •     ft 

2 

Private  Students 

1 

5 

•  •  •  • 

7 

2 

9     •     9     • 

Total 

40 

Lockeport  Station. 
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D 

13 
3 
1 

17 

TOTAIi. 

Lockeoort i 

22 

Osborne • . 

5 

Middle  Sable 

1 

•    •    •    • 

3 

8 

Total 

28 
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Barrington  Station. 
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•  •    •  • 

•  •   •   • 

•  •    •   • 

3 

1 
1 
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2 

2 
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Lower  Wood's  Harbor ....•%.... 

2 

West  Pubnico 

2 

Passage , 

1 

Head 

1 

Cape  Neerro 

3 

Clark's  Harbor    

•    •    •    • 

1 

JStony  Island 

1 

J               ••••....»••• 

Baecaro • . , 

1 

Port  La  Tour 

■ 

2 
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2 

• « •  • 
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•  •  •  • 

1     6 

10 

16 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  Yarmouth  County  there  is  only  one 
examination  station,  and  that  in  Shelburne  there  are  three. 
Aggregating  all  the  candidates  belonging  to  the  latter  County  for 
whom  applications  had  been  made,  they  will  stand  thus :  for  B  8,  for 
C  19,  for  D  53  ;  in  all  eighty. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  make  special  reference  to  the  County 
Academiei«.  The  tables  I  have  given  indicate  in  a  general  way  the 
attendance  and  degrees  of  proficiency.  Besides,  at  your  recent  visits 
you  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  equipment,  and  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  management  of  these  institutions.  As 
you  are  aware,  the  average  attendance  at  the  Yarmouth  Academy  fell 
short  of  the  legal  number,  resulting  in  the  loss  to  the  town  of  one- 
half  the  former  Provincial  allowance. 

I  am  in  a  position  to  state  that  in  the  preparatory  departments  of 
both  the  Academies  and  High  Schools  in  the  district  excellent  work 
is  being  done.  The  teachers  are  intelligent  and  energetic,  and  modern 
in  their  methods.  The  examination  of  the  preparatory  taught  by 
Miss  Emily  R.  Lyle  is  always  gratifying,  the  pupils  doing  the  given 
exercises  with  an  accuracy  and  dispatch  which  leave  the  impression 
of  a  reserve  of  mental  power  and  knowledge. 

In  Shelburne  County  there  are  a  few  miscellaneous  schools  which 
deserve  notice.  These  are  Black  Point,  taught  by  Miss  Augustj^s 
Hogg  ;  Jordan  Falls,  of  which  Mrs.  L.  F.  Holden  is  the  teacher  ;  Cape 
Negro,  taught  by  Miss  Ella  Sutherland  ;  and  Middle  Sable,  taught  by 
Miss  Linda  Best.  Baecaro  people  made  a  grave  mistake.  They 
erected  a  building  for  one  school,  whereas  two  departments  are 
needed  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  all  the  children  in  the 
section.  Considering  the  attendance,  the  teacher —  Miss  Annie 
Bingay — makes  a  good  show  of  work. 

In  Yarmouth  District,  Messrs.  N.  Hilton,  C,  E.  Brown,  J.  W. 
Moody,  and  R.  B.  Brown  have  been  for  years  the  only  active  school 
commissioners.  At  the  last  meeting,  Mr.  J.  W.  Moody  was  absent, 
and  a  few  days  later  his  death  was  announced.      Mr.  Moody  was  for 
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nearly  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  board,  and,  as  the  records  showi 
*  a  regular  and  useful  member.  Though  the  powers  of  the  board  are 
being  gradually  eliminated,  he  knew  that  what  remained  bad  to  be 
exercised,  and  his  attendance  was  prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty 
There  is  now  a  bare  quorum.  The  recent  appointments  do  not  value 
the  honour ;  at  any  rate  they  have  never  attended  a  meeting. 

With  assurances  of  much  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES   H.   MUNRO. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

P.  S. — The  statement  in  my  last  year's  report  that  there  were 
three  hundred  children  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen  years,  who  did  not  attend  school  at  all,  received 
some  attention.  As  I  dealt  with  figures  officially  supplied,  though  I 
believed  them  to  be  approximately  correct,  I  did  not  consider 
myself  responsible  for  them.  The  town  commissioners  having 
appointed  responsible  men  to  take  a  census  of  the  children  between 
the  age  limits,  from  five  to  fifteen  years,  the  number  was  found  to  be 
more  than  a  hundred  less  than  that  previously  estimated.  Notwith- 
standing this,  and  the  fact  that  the  attendance  for  the  last  year  was 
a  little  better,  any  persons  philanthropically  inclined  can  find  an 
ample  field  in  the  town  for  the  exercise  of  their  activities.  Every 
observing  ratepayer  knows  that  there  is  a  very  large  number  of 
children  that  do  not  pass  the  threshold  of  a  school  room. 

J.  H.  M. 


DISTRICT   No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L   S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

The  following  report  on  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in 
Inspectoral  District  No.  4,  is  hereby  submitted.  My  monthly  reports 
are  already  in  your  hands,  and  my  notes  of  inspection,  and  the  tables 
i§f  statistics  are  forwarded  herewith. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  report  for  last  year  to  Annapolis 
Section  No.  19,  A.  W.  That  portion  of  said  original  Section  No.  19, 
lying  south  and  west  of  the  Allen  River,  and  excluded  from  the 
section  by  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Annapolis,  was  at  the 
time  of  writing  that  report  without  an  organized  existence  as  a 
school  section,  or  a  part  thereof.  The  ratepayers,  deeming  such  a 
condition  prejudicial  to  their  best  interests,  succeeded  in  having  a 
special  meeting  of  the  board  of  school  commissioners  convened  on 
the  nth  day  of  September  last.  At  this  meeting  petitions  were 
presented  by  some  of  the  ratepayers  asking  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  section,  and  by  other  ratepayers  praying  the  board  to  recommend 
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union  with  the  town  of  Annapolis  for  school  purposes.  A  large 
part  of  this  day  was  spent  by  the  board  in  hearing  the  arguments  of 
the  petitioners  and  of  the  representatives  of  the  town,  and  in  con- 
sidering the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  matter.  As  it  was 
not  certain  whether  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers  favoured  union 
\yith  the  town  for  school  purposes  or  not,  in  consequence  of  some 
ratepayers  having  signed  both  petitions,  the  board  deemed  it  advis- 
able to  adjourn  until  the  2oth  of  the  same  month,  in  order  that  new 
petitions  might  be  prepared,  and  the  true  sentiment  of  the  district 
affected  might  be  ascertained.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  the  matter 
again  came  before  the  board  by  petition  and  was  again  discussed,  and 
the  will  of  the  board  was  finally  expressed  by  the  passage  of 
a  resolution  recommending  the  securing  of  legislation  to  readmit  the 
severed  portion  of  the  original  section  to  the  town  of  Annapolis  for 
school  purposes.  In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  board 
as  then  expressed,  a  bill  for  effecting  the  union  aforesaid  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  at  its  last  meeting,  and  was  unanimously 
passed  in  the  Lower  House,  but  was  defeated  in  the  Legislative 
Council,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  of  the  councillors  residing 
in  the  County  of  Annapolis.  The  recommendation  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  was  therefore  rejected,  and  matters  remained  in  statu 
qiio  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  in  May  last.  At  this 
meeting  the  matter  again  came  before  the  board  by  petition,  and 
largely  through  the  earnest  advocacy  of  two  commissioners  appointed 
since  the  date  of  the  special  meetings  in  September,  the  board  by 
a  vote  of  Jive  to  three,  formed  a  new  section  to  be  known  as  Allen 
River  Section,  No.  48.  This  action  of  the  board  was  submitted  to 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  as  required  by  law,  and  received  the 
approval  of  that  body.  The  first  annual  meeting  under  the  law  was 
regularly  called,  at  which  trustees  were  .appointed,  and  money  voted 
for  a  school  house  and  for  general  school  purposes.  The  ratepayers 
who  opposed  the  formation'of  the  new  section  did  not  attend  this 
meeting.  The  trustees  at  once  selected  a  site  for  school  house  and 
grounds  which  was  approved  of  by  me.  As  the  owner  of  part  of  said 
site  refused  to  sell  the  same,  it  was  expropriated  under  sub-section  4 
of  section  27  of  the  school  law,  as  amended  by  the  Acts  of  1889  and 
1890.  An  action  of  trespass  is  the  result,  and  further  proceedings 
are  delayed  awaiting  a  final  decision  of  this  suit  by  the  Supreme 
Court. 

The  new  school  house  in  Bear  River  section,  referred  to  in  my  last 
report,  is  not  yet  completed.  This  building  is  adapted  for  a  school  of 
eight  departments,  and  is  the  best  planned  school  building  in  this 
Inspectoral  District.  In  addition  to  the  eight  school  rooms,  there  is 
a  large  room  in  the  third  story  suitable  for  any  purpose  for  which  a 
public  hall  may  be  required.  The  school  rooms  are  detached  from  each 
other  by  halls — the  side  halls  being  intended  for  cloak  rooms.  The 
building  will  be  warmed  by  furnaces  in  the  basement.  At  the  annual 
meeting  in  June,  1893,  the  sum  of  $5000.00  was  voted  for  the  school 
site  and  building,  but  the  sum  was  found  to  be  insufficient.  Some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  a  supplementary  appropriation 
from  the  section,  owing  to  fact  that  the  trustees  had  expended  money 
in  completing  the  hall  in  the  third  story,  which  many  of  the  rate- 
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payers  considered  to  be  unnecessary  at  the  present  time.  The 
difficulty  was  finally  arranged  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  at  which 
Si 800.00  was  voted  to  tinish  and  furnish  the  building.  The  work  of 
completion  is  now  being  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
for  a  few  weeks  longer,  until  that  is  accomplished,  the  schools  will 
occupy  the  old  school  houses  as  usual. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  eighty -seven  school  sections  in 
this  Inspectoral  District,  six  of  which  are  not  organized  and  do  not 
maintain  schools.  Several  other  sections  are  thinly  settled,  and  are 
not  aV)le  to  sustain  schools  continuously.  During  the  year  iifty-one 
sections  were  entitled  to  receive  aid  as  "  poor  sections,"  of  which  nine 
only  were  without  schools  during  the  whole  year.  Some  others  were 
able  to  maintain  schools  for  a  part  only  of  the  year,  and  were 
granted  permission  accordingl}'.  In  a  few  cases  teachers  were  not 
available  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  sections  were  therefore 
obliged  to  have  school  for  a  shorter  period  than  was  originally 
intended. 

No  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  that  at  Bear  River  and  one  at  Phinney*s  Cove.  A  new 
building  has  been  commenced  in  Forest  Glen  Section  No.  34,  in  the 
District  of  Clare,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
at  some  time  during  the  ensuing  year.  This  is  the  last  section  created 
in  that  district,  and  it  is  situated  on  the  Tusket  river  between  lake 
Wentworth  and  the  Yarmouth  County  line.  It  is  now  erecting  its 
first  school  house.  Preparations  are  being  made  for  building  new 
houses  in  Torbrook  West,  Tiddville,  Freeport,  and  Meteghan  sections. 
In  the  last  named  section  an  agitation  for  the  division  of  the  section 
has  arisen,  which  will  doubtless  be  settled  by  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners and  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  before  another  year  passes. 
If  the  section  remain  as  at*  present,  a  new  school  house*  for  four 
departments  must  'be  provided.  If  a  division  be  made,  two  new 
school  houses  will  be  required.  At  Weymouth  Bridge,  a  prosperous 
and  wealthy  community,  new  school  grounds  and  buildings  are  much 
needed  and  must  soon  be  provided.  The  present  school  house  and  its 
environments  are  by  no  means  creditable  to  the  section. 

In  many  schools  the  supply  of  apparatus  should  be  largely 
increased  in  order  that  the  teachers  may  be  in  a  position  to  perform 
more  effective  work.  Trustees  and  ratepayers  are  in  many  cases 
unwilling  to  vote  an  adequate  appropriation  for  this  purpose.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  on  this  subject 
are  good,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  definite  machinery  provided  for 
enforcing  them.  Some  enactment  or  additional  regulation  on  the 
subject  is  needed. 

The  condition  of  the  schools,  so  far  as  the  work  of  teachers  and 
pupils  are  concerned,  may  be  more  definitely  ascertained  by  consult- 
ing my  notes  of  inspection  for  the  year.  Generally  speaking,  a  few 
may  be  classed  as  superior,  some  good,  some  fair,  and  a  few  very  poor. 
Due  allowance  being  made  for  local  conditions,  it  may  safely  be  said 
that  the  teacher  makes  the  school.  Where  energy  and  enthusiasm 
are  exercised  on  her  part  good  results  may  be  expected.  The  lack 
of  these  essential  qualities  causes  failure. 
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Two  hundred  and  seventy  candidates  applied  for  scholarship 
certificates  at  the  four  stations  in  this  district,  of  whom  fifty-nine 
only  took  the  minimum  professional  qualification  examination.  A 
considerable  number  of  these  latter  may  be  expected  to  fail,  and 
unless  the  attendance  at  the  Normal  School  be  increased  a  scarcity 
of  licensed  teachers  may  soon  occur. 

In  the  municipality  of  Clare  about  thirty  schools  require  French 
speaking  teachers.  Licensed  teachers  cannot  be  found  for  all  of  these 
schools,  in  consequence  of  which  "  permissive  licenses  "  are  a  necessity. 
Fifteen  of  these  "permissive  licenses"  were  issued  during  the  year 
in  order  that  the  French  schools  might  be  supplied  with  teachers. 
Difficulty  is  undoubtedly  experienced  by  French  candidates  in  passing 
the  Provincial  Examination  ;  but  when  it  is  seen  that  the  same 
candidates  come  up  for  examination  year  after  year,  and  show  but 
little  or  no  improvement  in  their  work,  there  is  great  reason  to 
buspect  that  no  proper  effort  is  being  made  to  qualify  themselves  for 
examination.  It  is  evident  that  some  of  these  candidates  make  but 
little  effort  to  obtain  a  regular  license,  relying  upon  the  issue  of  "  per- 
missive licenses,"  which  place  them  upon  an  equal  footing  financially 
with  a  majority  of  the  teachers  of  that  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  County  Academy,  about  being  established  in  Clare,  will 
provide  a  remedy  for  this  necessary  evil.  It  is  also  very  desirable 
that  the  French  schools  become  more  efficient  and  do  more  advanced 
work  than  that  which  has  been  done  in  a  majority  of  these  schools  in 
the  past,  in  order  that  they  may  act  as  feeders  for  this  academy. 
Under  present  regulations  this  academy  must  soon  cease  to  exist, 
unless  a  large  proportion  of  its  pupils  are  drawn  from  sources  other 
than  French  common  schools  of  Clare. 

The  registered  attendance  at  the  schools  was  fairly  satisfactory. 
In  this  Inspectoral  District  the  number  of  children  between  five 
and  fifteen  years  of  age  reported  in  sections  having  schools,  was  8936, 
of  which  number  8316  attended  school  during  some  portion  of  the 
year.  The  total  annual  enrolment  was  9356,  being  553  more  than 
the  annual  enrolment  of  the  previous  year.  The  per  centa^e  of 
enrolled  pupils  daily  present  at  school,  however,  was  62.6  onl}',  snow- 
ing an  irregularity  in  attendance  far  too  great.  There  is  yet  much 
room  for  improvement  in  this  regard. 

The  course  of  study  is  producing  beneficial  results.  A  uniformity 
of  work  now  prevails  which  was  unattainable  under  the  old  system. 
Occasionally,  however,  a  teacher  is  found  who  fails  to  comprehend  the 
design  of  the  course  of  study,  and  causes  such  disarrangement  and 
difjorder  as  will  give  her  successor  much  trouble  to  eradicate.  The 
text-book  studies  are  receiving  due  attention.  In  some  cases  the 
prescribed  oral  lessons  are  being  taught  very  successfully,  but  in  many 
Rchools  the  work  in  this  line  is  crude  and  unsatisfactory.  This  is  no 
doubt  the  result  of  inexperience  and  lack  of  training.  A  normal 
training  is  certainly  most  desirable,  but  greater  ambition  and  deter- 
mination to  succeed  in  the  line  of  oral  instruction  would  soon  cause 
many  of  the  teachers  to  do  far  better  work  than  they  have  hitherto 
accomplished. 
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With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  annual  returns  came  to  band 
promptly.  Most  of  these  were  carefully  prepared  and  correct.  A 
few  required  revision,  and  were  promptly  sent  back  for  that  purpose, 
with  instructions  to  correct  the  registers  also.  When  visiting  the 
schools  special  pains  was  taken  to  explain  the  registers  and  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  possibility  of  mistakes.  The  sequel  has  proved 
the  wisdom  of  this  course. 

The  County  Academy  at  Annapolis  was  taught  by  Principal 
McVicar.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  work  done  was,  as 
usual,  highly  efficient  and  satisfactory.  About  one-half  of  the 
candidates  who  applied  for  examination  at  Annapolis  station  in  July, 
were  students  of  the  Academy. 

At  Digby,  the  County  Academy  was  taught  by  Principal  Longley, 
an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  The  attendance  was  small, 
owing  to  circumstances  over  which  the  Principal  had  no  control.  At 
the  entrance  examination  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  3'ear,  three 
pupils  only  passed  into  the  Academy —  a  number  insufficient  to  keep 
the  attendance  at  its  normal  standing.  Mr.  Longley  discharged  his 
duties  efficiently  and  satisfactorily.  Fourteen  of  his  pupils  applied 
for  examination  in  July,  some  of  whom  made  a  creditable  record.  A 
lack  of  ambition  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  young  people  of  this 
town  militates  against  the  success  of  this  Academy. 

All  schools  were  inspected  once  during  the  year,  and  some  visited 
a  second  time.  More  would  have  been  accomplished  if  a  bad  cold 
had  not  made  it  expedient  for  me  to  remain  at  home  for  about  two 
weeks  during  the  winter.  Correspondence  and  other  clerical  work 
has  claimed  verv  much  time  and  attention. 

Very  few  complaints  have  reached  me  regarding  the  one  term 
system.  Some  of  the  "  poor  sections  "  prefer  the  old  system,  and  also 
some  teachers  who  wish  to  engage  schools  during  the  summer  only. 
Other  sections  and  teachers,  so  far  as  I  have  ascertained,  are  satisfied. 
The  Superintendent  and  Inspectors  have  more  reason  to  complain, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  necessarily  kept  so  busily  engaged 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  vacation. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  recommend  that  a  revision  of  the  school 
law  and  regulations  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  leisure  can  be  found 
for  that  purpose.  The  confusion  now  resulting  from  the  many 
amendments  made  since  the  revision  causes  serious  difficulty  to  all 
having  occasion  to  consult  the  law  and  regulations  in  the  form  in 
which  they  now  exist.  Feeling  confident  that  this  recommendation 
will  commend  itself  to  your  judgment, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  MORSE. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT    No.    5.— HANTS    AND    KINGS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  A.  M.,  Inspector, 
Sir: — 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools 
in  Inspectoral  District  No.  5,  for  the  year  ended  July  31st, 
1894: 

This  district  includes  three  School  Commissioners'  Districts,  viz. : 
Kings,  West  Hants,  and  East  Hants.  There  were  in  operation  for 
the  whole,  or  some  part  of  the  past  year,-  241  schools.  In  these 
schools  256  teachers  were  employed,  10,322  pupils  attended,  making 
an  attendance  of  1,045,574  days.  That  56  of  these  schools  were  in 
operation  the  full  term  of  217  days ;  135  for  over  200  days,  but  less 
than  the  full  term  ;  29  for  150  to  200  days;  12  fot  100  to  150  days, 
and  1  under  50  days,  shows  their  regularity,  and  to  some  extent  the 
working  of  the  one  term  system.  A  large  percentage  of  the  schools 
employed  their  teachers  for  the  full  term.  Some  could  not  secure 
teachers  at  the  outset,  and  thus  were  compelled  to  have  schools  for  a 
shorter  period  than  was  desirable.  A  few  had  my  consent  for  a 
period  shorter  than  a  year.  These  cases  have  already  been  reported 
to  you.  Failures  in  health,  or  in  the  ability  to  conduct  the  schools 
undertaken,  made  it  necessary  to  have  a  change  of  teachers  in  a  few 
instances.  Of  the  43  "  poor  sections  "  in  this  district  having  schools, 
28  engaged  their  teachers  for  the  full  year,  and  4  more  for  over  half 
the  year,  thus  leaving  but  11  which  adopted  the  minimum  length  of 
term  allowed.  I  regard  the  foregoing  as  evidence  that  the  change  in 
the  length  of  term  is  meeting  with  a  good  degree  of  approbation  on 
the  part  of  trustees  and  people.  A  few  complain  that  the  term  does 
not  suit ;  but  in  most  of  these  cases  the  Inspector  can  consent  to  a 
period  that  will  meet  the  wants  of  those  concerned.  The  objections, 
so  far,  are  only  imaginary. 

Black  Rock  Mt.,  Australia,  E.  Pereaux  Mt ,  and  Kelly  ville  Sections 
in  Kings  County,  and  Mt.  Snmmerville,  Lakelands,  Dawson  Road, 
Upper  Nine  Mile  River,  Renfrew,  Milford,  and  Rawdon  Gold  Mines, 
in  Hants,  had  no  schools  for  the  past  year.  All  of  these,  except  one, 
are  "  poor  sections,"  and  most  of  them  have  a  very  small  number  of 
children,  and  are  weak  iinancially  for  such  sections,  which  may  be 
assigned  as  the  causes  of  their  failure  to  have  schools.  Upper  Nine 
Mile  River  was  building  a  school  house,  and  thought  best  to  drop 
their  school  for  the  time.  Milford  was  required  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  to  put  their  house  on  a  site  sanctioned  in  a  regular 
way,  and  because  they  did  not  do  so  the  school  was  not  started. 
Rawdon  Gold  Mines  and  Renfrew  closed  down  their  schools  when  the 
mines  were  closed  down.  Almost  every  one  of  these  will  re-open 
their  school  next  term. 
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The  schools  in  the  three  commissioners*  districts  may  be  reported 
as  follows : — 


No.  Schools. 

No.  Teachers. 

No.  Pupils. 

Attendance. 

Kings 

West  Hants . . 
East  Hants  . . 

119 
62 
60 

130 
65 
61 

5235 
2391 
2G96 

504,895  days. 
242,809     " 
297,870     " 

Total 

241 

256 

10322 

1,045,574  days. 

TEACHERS. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

u. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Kings 

West  Hants  .... 
East  Hants 

2 
1 
0 

2.1 
13 

6 

67 
36 
29 

36 
11 
30 

31 
10 

8 

99 
51 
57 

130 
61 
65 

Total  . . 

3 

44 

132 

77 

49 

207 

256 

Seventy-three  of  the  teachers  employed  hold  Normal  School 
Diplomas.  These  are  only  26  per  cent,  of  the  whole — a  much  smaller 
number  than  should  be  found  in  the  schools  at  this  date. 

Of  the  schools  as  a  whole  I  am  pleased  to  report  progress.  There 
is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  teacJiers  to  advance  as  the 
way  is  opened  to  them.  The  trustees  and  too  many  of  the  parents 
question  the  utility  of  some  of  the  new  subjects  and  changes  being 
introduced.  This  opens  the  way  for  teachers  to  exercise  their 
ipfluence  in  creating  a  healthful  e^lucational  sentiment  in  the  section, 
and  making  the  work  of  the  schools  understood  and  appreciated.  In 
so  so  far  as  the  teacher  rises  to  the  importance  and  true  dignity  of 
his  office,  he  leads  his  pupils  and  the  section  too,  to  estimate  at  their 
right  value  the  subjects  he  is  required  by  the  C.  P.  I.  to  teach.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  teachers  in  this  district  who 
expect  to  meet  difficulties,  and  are  prepared  to  combat  them  wisely  and 
overcome  them,  are  in  the  majority.  Of  the  work  of  these  in  the 
school  room  and  in  the  section,  I  have  words  of  commendation  only. 
They  are  popular  educators,  and  the  people  among  whom  they  labor 
are  not  likely  soon  to  forget  their  efforts  for  the  well-being  of  their 
c(»nstituents.  The  few  pessimistic  teachers  who  are  not  in  touch 
with  the  onward  march  of  the  schools,  who  see  no  need  of  change 
from  the  old  ways  and  methods  of  days  long  past,  and  who  will  not 
be  at  the  pains  to  learn  what  is  required  of  them,  are  fast  going  to 
the  rear.  They  do  not  realize  it,  but  'Ichabod"  is  written  on  their 
work,  and  none  too  soon  ;  for  the  good  of  the  schools,  they  must  seek 
employment  congenial  to  their  tastes. 
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The  shire  towns  of  Windsor  and  Kentville,  in  which  are  situated 
the  County  Academies,  are  to  be  commended  for  the  intelligent  view 
they  take  of  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  best  kinds  of  schools 
in  their  midst.  In  both  these  towns  much  caution  is  observed  in 
selecting  teachers  who  will  bring  to  their  work  ability,  experience, 
and  the  tact  so  essential  to  success  in  school  teaching. 

I  shall  only  be  stating  what  you  already  know  by  personal 
examination  of  the  work  of  these  Academies,  when  I  say  that  the 
high  standing  won  by  them  heretofore  has  been  fully  sustained  during 
the  year  just  closed.  With  the  academies  there  may  be  grouped  the 
schools  of  Hantsport,  Berwick,  Maitland,  Wolfville,  and  Canning,  the 
efficiency  and  management  of  which  differ  very  slightly  from  the 
academies.  The  difference  is  seen  principally  in  the  number  of 
pupils  in  attendance  and  in  the  number  of  teachers  employed.  The 
character  of  the  work  done  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  town 
commissioners  and  trustees,  in  most  of  these,  compare  favorably  with 
the  academies. 

Other  schools,  graded  and  miscellaneous,  have  succeeded  during 
the  year  in  maintaining  efficiency  and  advancing  upon  their  previous 
record.  Space  would  fail  to  speak  of  each  of  them  separately,  and  it 
may  suffice  to  say  that  most  of  them  have  made  progress  proportionate 
to  the  money  expended  in  their  behalf.  The  lack  of  equipment  retards 
progress  more  than  any  other  hindrance  I  have  to  report.  It  would 
pay  to  invest  50%  more  capital  in  all  our  schools. 

BUILDINGS. 

New  school  housefe  have  been  erected  in  W.  Black  Rock,  St.  Mary's, 
and  Upper  Nine  Mile  River  during  the  year,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  vote  of  the  school  commissioners,  Kingsport  has  added  a  new 
room  to  its  house ;  Three  Mile  Plain  has  built  a  new  house  and  graded 
its  school ;  St.  Croix  divided  its  house  into  two  rooms,  added  entrance 
halls,  &c.,  and  graded  the  school,  and  Cheverie  has  enlarged  the 
room  for  the  advanced  department  and  added  new  entrance  ways. 
Hantsport  has  joined  their  two  two  school  houses  together,  re-arranged 
the  rooms  and  halls,  and  thoroughly  repaired  so  as  to  accommodate 
all  their  schools — five  in  number — under  the  same  roof.  They  also 
put  in  a  hot  air  furnace.  By  these  improvements  the  expense  of 
heating  is  much  lessened  and  the  management  of  the  school  facili- 
tated. The  houses  of  Weston,  Brooklyn  (A),  and  Brooklyn  (C), 
Sheffields  Mills,  Upper  Gaspereaux,  Tremont,  Lakeville,  New  Minas, 
and  Dempsey  Corner,  in  Kings,  and  Wentworth  and  Urbania  in  Hants 
County,  have  undergone  considerable  repairs,  and  been  furnished  with 
new  furniture  of  an  improved  style.  Lower  Canard,  Falmouth 
Village,  Coldbroo^,  Martock,  Poplar  Grove,  and  Mt.  Pleasant  have 
repaired  to  some  extent.  The  improvements  thus  made  are  of  a 
durable  character.  The  rooms  have  been  ceiled  or  sheathed  with 
matched  wood,  and  the  furniture  is  of  a  make  and  pattern  to  last  and 
give  comfort  in  its  use. 
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WOLFVILLE   SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  new  school  house  in  the  town  of  Wolf- 
ville  took  place  in  College  Hall  on  the  evening  of  December  2l8t, 
1893.  The  Superintendent  of  Education;  Mr.  E.  W.  Sawyers, 
chairman  of  the  town  commissioners;  Dr.  J.  B.  Hall;  Dr.  A.  W. 
Sawyer,  President  of  Acadia  Universit}^ ;  Prof.  F.  H.  Eaton,  Prof. 
Faville,  and  Prof.  E.  M.  Keirstead,  addressed  the  meeting.  The 
history  of  the  school  house,  its  cost,  ventilation,  school  grounds,  civics^ 
&c.,  &c.,  were  discussed  briefly.  All  united  in  congratulating  the 
town  on  the  advance  step  made  in  the  matter  of  improved  school 
accommodation.  The  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  was  par- 
ticularly referred  to.  After  one  year's  trial  the  house,  in  all  its  equip- 
ments, is  pronounced  entirly  satisfactory.  It  is  one  of  the  few  houses 
in  the  Province  ventilated  to  secure  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
pupils  attending  according  to  the  most  improved  method.  The 
system  is  recommended  to  other  sections  building  new  school  houses. 

Kentville  is  now  erecting  an  addition  to  the  academy  building 
that  will  contain  four  rooms. 

HEALTH'  READERS. 

At  my  first  visit  to  the  schools  for  the  year,  I  called  special  atten- 
tion to  a  law  recently  passed,  requiring  instruction  to  be  given  in  all 
the  schools  upon  Health  and  Temperance.  At  my  second  visit  I 
found  the  prescribed  Health  Readers  in  general  use.  They  were  used 
as  readers,  and  then  the  pupils  questioned  upon  lessons  read.  A  good 
elementary  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  the  human  body,  and  its 
principal  organs  and  their  functions,  has  thus  been  given.  The  chap- 
ters on  foods,  alcohol,  tobacco,  and  other  narcotics,  have  been  <^welt 
upon.  I  believe  an  impression  is  being  made  in  regard  to  the 
injurious  effects  of  narcotics  more  lasting  than  that  made  by  the 
lectures  upon  these  subjects  to  adults,  because  given  at  an  age  when 
impressions  are  easily  made.  The  aim  is  to  prevent,  not  to  cure.  I 
believe  success  will  result. 

SCHOOL   VISITATION,   ETC. 

I  made  460  visits  for  the  purpose  of  inspection,  and  several  others 
in  re  matters  pertaining  to  schools  which  seemed  to  need  my  attention 
at  the  time.  My  first  visit  to  the  schools  was  announced  by  a  post 
card  to  the  teacher  containing  the  following  : — 

"  I  intend  to  visit  your  school  on  the  ....  day  of ,  1894, 

at  . .  o'clock.  . .  M.,  and  wish  you  to  have  present  for  inspection  the 
register  for  past  term,  your  license,  agreement,  and  the  books  of  the 
secretary  of  trustees.  Please  notify  the  trustees  of  my  visit  and 
intention  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  school  buildings, 
and  premises,  in  order  to  report  upon  their  conditipn. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Colin  W.  Roscoe, 

Inspector  of  Schools^* 
Wolfville 1894, 
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The  inspection  of  the  registers  for  the  year  ended  July,  1893, 
discovered  a  large  number  not  complete  and  not  at  all  creditable  to 
the  teacher.%  who  had  charge  of  the  schools,  and  who  had  in  their 
returns  sworn  that  the  prescribed  register  had  been  faithfully  and 
correctly  kept  by  them.  These  were  sent  to  the  teachers  who  had 
begun  them  to  be  completed,  and  they  were  warned  of  the  result 
of  having  the  register  in  such  a  condition.  For  the  past  year  it  was 
the  exception  not  to  find  the  register  completed  to  the  date  of  my 
visit.  These  will  be  called  up  on  my  first  visit  next  year,  and  all 
delinquents  reported  to  you. 

I  find  the  inspection  of  the  licenses  occasionally  a  necessity.  It 
is  seldom  when  the  license  is  thus  called  for  that  any  one  attempts 
to  impose  upon  me  in  regard  to  the  class  held.  Written  agreements 
have  become  the  rule  since  teachers  understand  they  are  expected  to 
produce  them  for  inspection,  and  this  notice  gives  them  time  to  attend 
to  that  duty  if  they  have  not  had  them  written  and  signed  before. 

The  system  of  book-keeping  by  the  secretaries  of  trustees  is 
almost  as  varied  as  the  number  of  secretaries.  Your  form  for  keeping 
the  section's  accounts,  in  the  last  Journal,  will  be  suggestive,  and 
very  helpful  to  many. 

The  notice  concerning  school  buildings  and  premises  had  the 
efifect  of  calling  the  attention  of  trustees  to  their  condition,  and 
having  them  put  in  order,  often,  previous  to  my  visit.  When  more 
was  needed  than  could  be  done  at  so  short  a  notice,  I  told  the  trustees 
what  was  needed  and  required,  and  in  most  cases  I  am  able  to  report 
that  it  has  been  done  or  arranged  for. 

SCHOOL   RETURNS. 

I  had  intended  to  report  all  cases  of  incomplete  or  incorrect  school 
returns  at  this  time,  but  there  are  too  many  of  them  to  report  here. 
From  241  schools,  87  returns  needed  corrections  or  additions.  The 
teachers  or  trustees  had  to  be  written  to,  and  often  the  sheet  sent 
back  before  they  could  be  passed.  Perhaps  in  half  of  these  cases  the 
defects  were  either  omissions  of  some  small  item  that  seemed  of  no 
value  to  the  teacher,  but  which  made  no  small  amount  of  labor  for 
me  to  secure  the  information  needed  for  reports  being  prepared  for 
the  Education  Office  ;  or  the  neglect  to  give  "  Totals  of  every  column 
which  can  be  added."  It  seems  to  me  the  instruction  is  too  plain  to 
need  a  word  of  comment,  and  yet  it  is  not  attended  to.  Instead  of 
reporting  individual  cases  this  time,  I  will  use  my  best  efforts,  for 
another  year,  to  make  teachers  understand  their  duty  in  this  regard. 
One  encouraging  feature,  however,  is  that,  bad  as  the  returns  were, 
they  were  much  better  than  last' year.  And  154  returns  were  models 
of  neatness  and  correctness —  a  testimonial  of  no  little  value  of  how 
these  teachers  will  do  all  their  work.  All  teachers  who  have  not  been 
notified  by  me  of  defects  in  their  returns  may  regard  themselves  as 
belonging  to  the  154  mentioned  above. 
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teachers'  association. 


The  teachers  of  Hants  and  Kings  Counties  held  a  very  successful 
Association  in  Wolf ville,  just  before  the  closing  of  the  schools  for 
the  Christmas  vacation. 

Programme, 

"  The  School  Master  and  His  Work  " John  N.  Sturk. 

"  Scientific  Temperance  " Miss  L.  A.  Scott. 

"  The  Prescribed  Speller  " I.  Crombie. 

"  Relation  of  Parents  to  the  School  " Stephen  H.  Rogers. 

" Mathematical  Problems" Angus  McLeod. 

"  Address   on  Science" Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay. 

"  Tonic  Sol  Fa  Notation  " Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne. 

"  Chemical  Apparatus  " Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwelu 

"  Lesson  in  English  " Dr.  J.  B.  Hall. 

"  Dr.  Arnold  as  a  Teacher  " John  F.  Godfrey. 

"  Normal  School  " E.  H.  Nichols. 

"  Metric  System  " J.  A.  Smith. 

All  the  work  of  the  Association  was  interesting  and  profitable  to 
the  teachers.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  put  himself  in  touch 
with  the  teachers  and  their  work,  and  won  golden  opinions  from  all. 
His  willingness  to  answer  questions,  and  his  brief  addresses  on  the 
subjects  discussed,  were  of  value  to  the  Association.  Miss  Burgoyne 
presented  the  history,  merits,  and  popularity  of  the  Tonic  Sol-Fa 
notation  in  so  clear  and  convincing  a  manner  that,  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Association,  she  was  pursuaded  to  publish  her  paper. 

This  extract  is  taken  from  a  Halifax  paper : —  **  Dr.  J.  B.  Hall 
then  gave  a  lesson  in  English  to  a  class  of  Grade  9  pupils.  The 
lesson  combined  reading,  literature,  and  analysis,  and  was  taught  in 
the  doctor  s  usual  happy  style.  He  has  the  faculty  of  being  pleasant 
himself  and  of  making  others  feel  pleasant —  two  strong  points  in 
good  teaching.  The  doctor  is  always  welcome  at  teachers  meetings.** 
Space  forbids  to  speak  of  the  merits  of  all  the  papers.  The  teachers 
of  the  district  did  their  part  nobly  and  well  as  usual. 

For  detailed  information  regarding  the  time  spent  in  giving 
instruction  in  the  various  school  studies,  the  number  of  pupils 
engaged  in  them,  the  expenditure  for  the  schools  for  all  purposes, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  I  refer  you  to  the  tables  of  statistics  sent  herewith.  I 
have  exerted  myself  to  present  in  these  all  the  reliable  information 
possible. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  attention  all  my  communica- 
tions to  you  have  received,  and  to  say  in  that  regard  my  work  has 
been  made  most  pleasant  and  agreeable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

COLIN   W.  ROSCOE. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT   No.  6.— ANTIGONISH   AND  GUYSBORO. 

W.  MacIsaac,  B.  a.,  Inspector, 
Sir:— 

Following  is  my  report  on  the  schools  of  Inspectoral  District  No.  6, 
for  the  year  ended  July,  1894. 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  Antigonish  was  94, 
and  in  Guysboro  91.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  Anti- 
gonish was  97,  in  Guysboro  94.  There  were  three  sections  without 
school  in  Antigonish  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  and  twelve  in 
Guysboro. 

The  total  annual  enrolment  in  Antigonish  was  3236  ;  in  Guys- 
boro 3341.  Grand  total  of  attendance  :  Antigonish,  327,469  ;  Guys- 
boro, 345,995. 

Average  annual  salaries  paid  to  the  teachers,  including  govern- 
ment grants : — 


Antigonish. . 
Guysboro .  . . 


Males. 


BCD 
$341  17    $221  90    $168  33 

$448  88    $234  70    $137  34 


Females. 


BCD 
$246  88   $200  45   $146  67 

$327  71    $224  30  $153  22 


Number  of  teachers 

employed  of  different  grades  and 

sexes : — 

ANTIGONISH   COUNTY. 

Male 

Female  . . , 

A             B 

3              7 

2 

C 
15 
23 

D 
11 
36 

Totals . . . 

A3           B9 

038 

D47 

• 

GUYSBORO   COUNTY. 

Male 

Female 

A             B 

1               5 

6 

C 

0 

30 

D 
5 
42 

Totals Al 


BU 


C35         D47 


A  new  school  section  was  established  at  Indian  River  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  school  board  in  Sherbrooke.  There  are  but  a  few 
ratepayers  in  the  section  so  created  ;  but  as  they  are  all  beyond  three 
miles  from  the  nearest  school,  the  commissioners  deemed  it  nothing 
but  justice  to  give  them  a  school  of  their  own. 

A  new  school  house  has  lately  been  built  at  Greenfield  in  the  same 
municipality.     The  unsuitable  character  of  the  one  replaced,  coupled 
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with  local  difficulties,  retarded  the  progress  of  education  in  the  section 
for  a  considerable  time.  These  difficultes  having  now  happily  disap- 
peared, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  section  will  endeavor  to  make  up,  as 
far  as  possible,  for  lost  opportunities  by  employing  only  the  best 
available  teachers. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dover,  in  the  Munici- 
pality of  Guysboro,  replaced  the  school  house  which  was  burnt  last 
year  by  a  large  and  handsome  building  worthy  of  its  predecessor. 

Repairs  and  improvements,  more  or  less  extensive,  were  made 
during  the  year  to  several  school  buildings  in  the  two  counties,  but, 
it  is  needless  to  say,  that  much  remains  yet  to  be  done. 

A  few  weak  and  straggling  sections  have  unfortunately  been 
practically  closed  in  this  inspectorate  for  a  few  years  past,  and 
external  efforts  made  to  revive  them  are  met  with  the  old-time 
argument  that  the  pupils  are  few  and  that  the  parents  cannot  afford 
to  pay  a  teacher.  It  is  unpleasant  to  refer  to  such  a  state  of  things  ; 
but  it  is  only  too  true  that  people  are  to  be  found  here  and  there  who 
though  thoeretically  in  favor  of  a  school,  prefer  to  see  it  closed  to 
making  even  a  small  pecuniary  sacrifice  to  keep  it  open.  Nor  does 
it  unfrequently  happen  that  the  public  spirit  of  a  few  ratepayers  in 
some  sections,  supported  by  the  provisions  of  the  school  law,  which 
contemplates  that  every  child  in  the  county  shall  receive,  at  least,  an 
elementary  education,  is  brought  actively  into  play  to  prevent  the 
closing  of  schools  in  sections  which  cannot  by  any  means  plead  real 
poverty  or  fewness  of  pupils. 

With  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the  work  of  our  schools, 
I  think  I  can  fairly  say  that  it  is  improving  from  year  to  year. 
Many  of  our  teachers,  however,  do  not  fully  apprehend  the  true 
place  or  function  of  the  text-book,  or  of  oral  instruction  in  the  school 
room.  They  seem  to  fear  that  if  they  devote  a  half  hour  now  and 
then  to  a  talk  on  a  suitable  topic  with  a  view  to  arouse  a  thoughtful 
or  questioning  mental  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  they  will  be 
considered  by  both  the  pupils  and  parents  as  wasting  time  because  not 
occupied  in  the  beaten  track  of  the  text-book.  Instead  of  following 
the  text  in  teaching  a  lesson  on  Manitoba,  for  example,  the  pupils 
would  be  benefitted  very  much  more  by  approaching  the  special 
lesson  for  the  day  by  a  talk  on  flour — why  so  cheap  as  compared  to 
its  price  in  years  gone  by,  what  makes  an  article  cheap,  why  it  is 
more  abundant  and  less  expensively  carried  now  than  in  past  years, 
advantages  of  improved  implements  of  agriculture,  the  wonderful 
part  steam  power  plays  in  our  social  economy,  new  wheat  regions 
put  under  cultivation,  location  and  extent  of  Manitoba  as  shewn  on 
maps,  rail  and  water  routes  by  which  flour  is  carried  thence  to  Nova 
Scotia,  giving  names  and  distances  of  the  principal  railways  and 
rivers.  A  map  could  be  drawn  on  blackboard  showing  position  of 
railroads,  rivers,  and  coast  waters.  Important  points  in  history  and 
commerce  could  be  easily  inwoven  in  a  lesson  conducted  on  this  or 
similar  plan,  and  the  interest  of  the  pupils  could  be  strongly  enlisted 
because   the   lesson    would    place    them    in   a   certain    and    definite 
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relation  with  the  province  whose  geography  they  are  studying.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  classes  taught  in  a  conversational  way  like  this 
become  more  intelligent,  fonder  of  school  and  reading,  an  object  that 
should  be  always  kept'in  view  in  school  work. 

The  opinion  is  quite  prevalent  that  rural  sections  do  not  need  as 
good  teachers  as  the  town  schools.  Nothing  could  be  more  erroneous. 
In  the  towns,  schools  are  more  carefully  graded ;  and  usually  only  a 
few  grades  are  assigned  to  a  teacher.  In  the  ordinary  miscellaneous 
school  in  the  country,  the  teacher  has  often  all  the  grades  of  the 
common  school  course,  and  not  unfrequently  a  few  high  school  pupils. 
The  town  teacher  has,  besides,  better  appliances  and  facilities  for 
work ;  and  if  he  do  well,  his  labors  receive  more  commendation,  if 
ill,  more  discriminative  censure. 

On  this  matter  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  the  report  of 
James  F.  Crooker,  Superintendent  of  Schoftls  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  school  year  ended  July,  1893 : — 

"  It  is  in  the  country  district  where  the  mental  and  physical 
"  strength  of  the  teacher  is  heavily  taxed  and  strained  to  secure  good 
"  results,  and  where  the  most  meagre,  and,  in  many  oases,  shamefully 
"  paltry  wages  are  paid  for  his  services.  The  deplorable  practice  of 
"  parsimony  in  teachers'  wages  on  the  part  of  trustees  is  the  chief 
"  reason  for  the  lack  of  interest  in  education,  and  the  cause  of  failure 
"  to  have  good,  profitable  schools  in  many  country  districts.  The 
"  character  of  the  school  depends  on  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher,  and 
"  the  quality  of  the  teacher  employed  generally  corresponds  to  the 
"  amount  of  salary  offered  for  services.  Through  the  employment  of 
*'  incompetent  teachers  a  great  wrong  is  done  not  only  to  the  children, 
"  but  to  the  public  generally.  There  is  not  only  waste  of  public 
"  funds,  but  a  sacrifice  of  valuable  time  which  properly'  belongs  to  the 
"  youth  of  our  land  in  which  to  be  prepared  and  trained  to  become 
"  intelligent  and  useful  citizens.  The  period  for  this  purpose  is 
**  necessarily  limited,  and  none  of  it  should  be  wasted.  It  should  be 
'*  remembered  that  parsimony  in  furnishing  the  youth  of  our  land 
"  with  educational  facilities  is  dangerous,  and  that  stint  in  teachers* 
"  wages  is  foolish  frugality.' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MacISAAC. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON   AND  RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  B.  a..  Inspector, 
Sir:— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  schools  and  educa- 
tional affairs  of  District  No.  7  for  the  year  ended  July  last. 

In  the  County  of  Cape  Breton  there  was  school  in  109  sections 
out  of  the  132,  leaving  23  sections  without  any  school  any  part  of  the 
year.  In  these  109  sections  there  were  157  schools  or  depaitments, 
as  compared  with  161  the  year  previous,  and  6887  pupils  enrolled  (as 
against  6848  in  1893)  or  1  in  4.94  of  the  population. 

In  Richmond  County  there  were  70  schools  in  operation  in  60  of 
the  70  sections,  ten  consequently  having  remained  vacant,  while  the 
previous  year  there  were  70  schools  in  61  sections  :  one  of  the  closed 
departments  of  the  Arichat  schools  was  re-opened  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

Twenty-three  sections  vacant  in  one  county  and  ten  in  the  other. 
There  must  be  some  good  reason  for  so  many  schools  being  closed. 
Let  us  see.  Barachois  No.  5,  Macadam's  Lake  No.  97 J,  Ben  Eoin  No.  87, 
Rear  Eskasoni  No.  110,  and  Juniper  Mount  No.  127,  have  not  had 
.school  for  years — have,  in  fact,  practically  fallen  into  desuetude. 
Four  of  them  have  no  school  buildings  and  aie  not  likely  to  have  any 
for  some  time  to  come.  One  of  the  above  named.  Rear  of  Eskasoni, 
is  agitating  for  a  union  with  the  neighboring  section  of  Rear  of 
Beaver's  Cove.  Ben  Eoin  has  been  making  spasmodic  efforts  to  build 
a  school  house  for  the  last  ten  years,  but  that  desirable  object  seems 
to-day  ai*  difficult  of  accomplishment  as  ever.  No.  76J,  Gabarus  Bay, 
is  a  new  section  whose  school  house  has  only  recently  been  erected, 
and  will  come  in  for  inspection  the  current  year  and  notice  in  next 
report.  No.  73,  Trout  Brook  ;  84,  Grand  Mira  North  ;  91,  Hunting- 
ton's Mountain  ;  122,  Little  Pond  ;  and  129.  Brickyard,  have  all  lost 
their  school  houses  through  forest  fires  within  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  They  are  none  of  them  overburdened  with  wealth,  and  have 
been  unable  to  rebuild  in  a  hurry,  but  three  or  four,  if  not  the  whole 
five,  will  most  probabl}'  have  new  school  houses  and  have  schools  in 
operation  in  the  course  of  the  current  year.  Thus  are  eleven  out  of 
the  twenty-three  accounted  for ;  for  the  remaining  twelve,  which  are 
for  the  most  part  isolated  sections,  no  better  excuse  could  be  offered 
than  the  diflicuity  of  securing  teachers — with  one  exception,  however, 
Catalone  No.  59,  whose  trustees  have  assumed  a  grave  responsibility 
in  closing  the  doors  of  the  school  in  a  section  having  61  pupils 
enrolled  the  last  term  it  was  in  operation,  and  an  assessment  roll  of 
from  §9,000  to  $10,000  wherew^ith  to  support  it. 

Of  the  ten  vacancies  in  Richmond  County,  No.  52^,  Caledonia, 
and  60,  Macnab,  might  as  well  be  dropped  off  the  list  for  some  time 
to  come,  if  not  for  good,  being  too  weak  to  support  a  school.  No.  12, 
Bichuiond  Mines,  and  68,  Hureauville,  had  their  school  houses  con- 
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dcmned  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  1893.  No.  36,  Loch  Lomond 
North,  occupies  a  site  that  was  never  officially  approved,  and  though 
a  suitable  one  was  selected  and  duly  expropriated  according  to  law 
about  two  years  ago,  the  trustees  have  so  far  failed  to  proceed  further. 
No.  21,  Cape  George,  has  a  new  school  house  in  course  of  construc- 
tion, the  old  one  having  served  its  time  and  been  torn  down.  No.  65, 
Port  Richmond,  had  its  school  house  burnt  in  a  forest  fire  some  five 
years  ago,  since  which  time  it  has  only  had  school  two  terms  (half- 
years)  in  temporary  quarters,  and  only  during  the  year  just  closed 
have  the  people,  urged  on  by  one  or  two  of  the  more  public-spirited 
ratepayers,  made  up  their  minds  to  build,  and  I  hope  to  find  a  good 
modern  school  building  occupied  in  the  course  of  this  year.  No.  35, 
Loch  Lomond  —here  the  school  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  (let  us 
hope  accidentally)  in  the  autumn  of  1892,  and  this  thriving  settlement, 
with  a  good  record  for  its  enlightened  interest  in  education  in  the 
past,  has  been  ever  since,  and  is  till  now,  without  a  school  on  account 
of  a  disagreement  about  a  site  arising  from  disputed  boundaries. 
The  matter  has  been  before  the  board  of  commissioners  at  each 
annual  session  for  several  years  past,  and  finally  at  a  special  meeting 
recently  held  for  the  purpose,  when  it  was,  presumably,  definitely 
settlf^d,  and  in  all  probability  a  site  will  shortly  be  chosen  and  build- 
ing operations  commenced.  No.  37,  Red  Islands — here  also  school 
matters  have  been  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition  for  several 
years  owing  to  the  alleged  inconvenient  location  of  the  school  house. 
A  proposed  readjustment  of  boundary  lines  with  neighboring  sections 
has  been  occupying  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  for  some  time, 
which  it  is  claimed  would  enable  the  placing  of  school  houses  in  the 
different  sections  in  question  more  in  accordance  with  present  require- 
ments. The  inconvenient  location  of  a  school  house  may  not  be  a 
sufficient  cause  to  justify  trustees  in  keeping  its  doors  closed,  but  in 
this  case  a  change  or  reconstruction  of  boundaries  would  mean  the 
building  of  several  new  school  houses,  the  necessity  for  which  in  any 
case  is  recognized  by  all,  and  it  is  urged  that  in* view  of  such  a 
contingency  the  repairing  of  a  building,  now  unfit  for  occupation, 
would  be  •but  a  useless  waste.  There  remains  to  be  accounted  for  No. 
29,  Point  Micheau,  and  I  know  of  no  more  valid  reason  why  the  school 
remained  vacant  than  that  the  trustees  made  no  special  efforts  to 
secure  a  teaqher  when  none  came  to  offer  his  services.  In  the  above 
enumeration,  I  have  not  included  section  No.  16 J,  Macpherson,  yvhich 
never  organized  after  having  secured  its  autonomy  some  five  years 
ago.  The  majority  of  the  people  seem  to  have  secured  the  object 
aimed  at,  viz.,  immunity  from  taxation  for  schools  an^i  school 
purposes,  and  to  be  content  to  allow  their  children  to  grow  up  with- 
out education,  save  the  little  smattering  they  can  pick  up  by  occa- 
sional visits  to  the  school  of  a  neighbouring  section.  Several  efforts 
have  been  made  to  restore  the  original  order  of  things,  but  so  far  the 
majority  refuse  to  sign  the  petition  necessary,  according  to  law,  to 
accomplish  that  object;  and  those  ratepayers  who  were  really 
anxious  to  have  a  school  to  which  to  send  their  children,  have  been 
compelled  to  apply  individually  to  be  restored  to  their  former  sections. 
Prooioters  of  such  divisions  occasionally  succeed  in  convincing  a 
board  of  commissioners  that  they  are  imbued  with  the  liveliest  interest 
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in  education,  and  that  the  scheme  they  are  promoting  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  secure  educational  privileges  for  a  few  unfortunately  or 
inconveniently  situated  children,  and  that,  finally,  they  and  their 
supporters  are  prepared  to  make  extraordinary  sacrifices  for  the 
attainment  of  so  worthy  an  object.  The  board,  even  against  its  better 
judgment,  yields  the  point ;  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  a  new  section  is  established,  and — 
there's  an  end  of  io.  When  the  mistake  is  discovered,  the  only 
remedy  is  to  apply  to  the  board  by  petition  of  a  majority  of  the 
ratepayers  of  the  sections  concerned  for  re-union,  which  virtually 
Ddeans  that  there  is  no  remedy,  because  the  necessary  signatures 
cannot  be  obtained.  Surely  then  some  remedy  should  be  devised 
whereby  such  a  blunder,  committed  in  good  faith  and  with  the  best 
intentions,  could  be  rectified.  I  cannot  see  any  harm  likely  to  arise 
from  an  amendment  of  the  law  such  as  I  have  already  suggested,  that, 
namely,  a  new  section  failing  to  organize  and  to  establish  a  school 
within  a  reasonable  specified  time,  should  revert  to  its  original  status. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number,  class,  and  sex  of  the 
teachers  employed,  and  the  attendance  at  school  of  the  pupils  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year  : 
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The  number  of  students  returned  as  pursuing  the  High  School 
Course  in  any  of  the  schools,  includino;  several  miscellaneous  rural 
schools,  was,  in  Cape  Breton  County  325,  235  of  whom  were  follow- 
ing the  full  prescribed,  while  the  remaining  90  were  taking  only  a 
partial  course.  This  shows  a  falling  off  of  31  from  the  figures  of 
last  year,  which  I  doubt  not  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  omissions 
in  the  retur/is  of  some  of  the  miscellaneous  schools.  Last  year  the 
number  of  High  School  pupils  returned  for  all  the  schools  of  Rich- 
mond County  was  only  12,  due  largely  to  omissions  which  were 
noticed  too  late  to  have  them  supplied  ;  for  this  year  the  number 
given  is  49,  27  of  whom  were  taking  the  full  course,  and  22  only  a 
partial  one. 

I  think  that,  in  the  main,  much  greater  accuracy  has  been  secured 
in  the  returns  of  the  past  year  than,  probably,  ever  before.  This 
object  has  not,  however,  been  attained  without  a  great  expenditure 
of  time  and  labor.  If  one  could  expect  the  improvement  to  be  per- 
manent, one's  time  and  labor  so  expended  would  not  be  begrudged, 
but  with  a  continual  change  of  teachers,  trustees,  and  secretaries  it 
can  scarcely  be  counted  upon.  This  conviction  leads  me  to  wish  for 
some  medium  of  intercommunication  between  trustees  and  teachers 
on  the  one  hand,  and  inspectors  on  the  other.  During  his  visits  to 
the  schools  an  inspector  is  so  pressed  for  time  in  which  to  do  the 
ordinary  work  of  inspection  and  examination  that  often  many  points 
which  he  intended  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  teacher  or  of  the 
trustees  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  school  law  or 
regulations  are  forgotten,  and  the  only  recourse  then  left  him  is  to 
write,  perhaps,  a  long  letter,  which,  in  many  instances,  may  remain  a 
long  time  unwritten.  The  Journal  of  Education  cannot  fill  the 
requirement  owing  to  its  infrequent  issue.  No  one  newspaper  of  the 
provincial  or  local  press  reaches  very  many  of  the  teachers  or  other 
school  officials,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  very  many  teachers  do  not 
take  any  periodical,  alleging  that  they  cannot  afford  the  expense. 
Could  the  trustees  be  induced  or  compelled  (if  necessary)  to^subscribe 
for  one  good  educational  journal — the  Edu<iational  Review  for 
instance — for  the  use  of  the  school  and  the  teacher,  at  the  expense  of 
the  section,  payable  out  of  the  county  fund  or  otherwise,  the 
desired  medium  would  be  established,  besides  securing  to  the  teacher 
and  the  school  valuable  and  profitable  articles  and  exercises  without 
any  appreciable  burden  to  anybody.  Many  official  notices  and 
editorial  notes  appearing  in  the  Journal  of  Education^  the  official 
organ  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  are  glimpsed  over  by  the 
.secretary  of  trustees,  and  in  many  cases  soon  forgotten  ;  the  paper  ia 
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passed  over  to  the  teacher  who,  in  his  turn,  gives  it  a  hasty  perusal,  and 
forgets  or  neglects  to  familiarize  himself  with  its  contents  when  more 
at  leisure.  1  am  led  to  this  conclusion  by  the  very  many  letters  of 
inquiry  from  time  to  time  received,  which  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
Journal  would  have  rendered  unnecessary — letters  which  often 
can  be  answered  by  a  single  reference  to  regulation  so  and  so,  or  to 
page  so  and  so  of  the  Journal.  An  opportunity  of  impressing  such 
messages  at  shorter  intervals  as  occasion  might  require  would  be  a 
vast  benefit  and  convenience  to  inspectors. 

I  am  frequently  asked  what  subjects  of  the  common  school  course 
teachers,  especially  young  and  inexperienced  teachers,  display  the  least 
aptitude  for  teaching,  and  the  greatest  lack  of  improvement  in  their 
methods  as  they  acquire  experience  generally,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  those  subjects  are  History  and  Geography,    Except  in 
comparatively  rare  cases,  the  lessons  on  these  subjects  consist  simply 
in  recitations  memorized  from  the  text,  without  note  or  -comment  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher ;  and  while  the  map  is  sometimes  called  into 
requisition  in  the  teaching  of  the  latter,  for  the  former  it  is  very 
seldom,   if   ever    used    to   connect   the  event  with    the   place.      An 
occasional  interruption  of  the  parrot-like  answer  by  a  question  of  the 
kind  indicated  too  often  reveals  the  fact  that  both  subjects  are  being 
very  imperfectly  taught.    Composition,  perhaps,  comes  next,  receiving 
altogether  too  little  attention  in  connection  with  the  language  lessons ; 
and  coming  into  the  course  as  a  separately  specified  subject  so  late  as 
the  seventh  grade,  it  would  often  be  willingly  relegated  to  the  High 
school.     The  teaching  of  Arithmetic  is  often  done  without  sufficient 
system — not  enough  of  class  work  and  thorough  grounding  in  first 
principles — but  generally  speaking,  more  time  is  devoted  to  it  than, 
perhaps,  to  any  other  single  subject,  and  it  gets  drummed  in  after  a 
while,  even  if  more  or  less  mechanically.     At  any  rate,  it  seems  to  me 
that  arithmetic  is  the  average  country  boy's  strong  point.     Grammar 
and  Analysis  are  receiving  more  and  more  intelligent  treatment,  and 
are  in  the  majority  of  cases  found  nearly,  if  not  quite,  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  grade.      Reading  gets  its  full  share  of  time,  and 
perhaps  more.     That  the  results  are  proportion atel}^  good  I  hesitate 
to  say,  for  in  the  great  essential — expression — far  too  many  teachers 
fail.     While  satisfactory  progress  can  be  noticed   from  one  visit  to 
another  in  distinctness  of  articulation,  correct  accent  and  pronuncia- 
tion, too  often  the  admission  has  to  be  made:  "  I  have  failed  to  break 
them  of  that  monotone."     And   I  am  forced   to  confess  that  I,  too, 
have  found  it  a  difiicult  matter  where  the  habit  is  once  acquired,  and 
I  find  that  the  best  remedy  is  to  guard   against  its  introduction  by 
insisting  on   requiring  correct  expression   the   moment  classes   pass 
from   the  disjointed   phrases  and  sentences  of    the  primers  to   the 
connected  stories  and  selections  of  the  first  reader.      Spelling — as  I 
take  it  last,  it  may  be  inferred  that  I  find  it  the  best  taught  subject. 
I  fear  we  have  too  many  poor  spellers  in  the  country  to  warrant  that 
conclusion,  but  spelling  must  be  admitted  to  be  the  most  easily  taught 
of  all  subjects,    though    not   necessarily    the    most    easily    learned. 
Nothing  but  incessant  practice,  both  oral  and  written,  makes  a  good 
speller,  and  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  exercise  given,  in  spelling 
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and  dictation,  to  the  ear  and  the  eye,  will  be  the  measure  of  success 
in  this  subject  so  indispensable  to  a  finished  education —  if  there  can 
be  such  a  thing. 

During  the  year  I  attended  public  meetings  as  follows  : — On 
August  2nd,  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  of  section  No.  9,  Little  Ance, 
County  of  Richmond,  called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a  proposed 
division  of  the  section  and  other  sectional  disputes.  On  Aug.  7th,  a 
meeting  of  ratepayers  of  Point  Michaud,  section  No.  29,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  disputed  accounts,  and  deciding  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  last  previous  annual  meeting,  and  the  consequent  legality  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  On  November  4th,  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  of 
St.  Peter's,  section  No.  44,  to  settle  a  dispute  in  the  order  of  succession 
of  trustees  arising  from  the  filling  of  "  occasional  vacancies'*  caused 
by  death  and.  removal  from  the  section.  Many  other  meetings  of  a 
less  public  character  with  trustees  and  secretaries,  selecting  or 
examining  sites,  discussing  old  and  new  school  houses,  plans,  &;c.,  and 
settling  difficulties  of  different  kinds,  were  held  from  time  to  time,  of 
which  no  record  can  be  made  in  the  monthly  reports.  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  generally  these  meetings  have  been  productive  of  the 
desired  results. 

In  connection  with  the  election  or  appointment  (by  commissioners) 
of  trustees,  a  legal  question  has  arisen  which,  in  my  opinion,  calls  for 
an  authoritative  decision,  or  possibly  an  amendment  of  the  law  to 
meet  the  case.  Sec.  20  of  the  School  Act  enacts  that  "  One  trustee 
may  be  chosen  from  the  poll-tax  payers  authorized  as  hereinafter 
provided,  to  vote  in  the  election  of  trustees."  Sec.  46  defines  what 
shall  qualify  such  poll-tax  payer  to  vote  in  such  election  and  thereby 
make  him  eligible  as  a  trustee,  viz. :  "  depositing  with  the  secretary  of 
trustees  previous  to  or  at  any  annual  school  meeting,  the  sum  of 
one  dollar,"  and  "  having  paid  all  poll-taxes  previously  imposed, 
including  that  of  the  year  just  closing.  .  .  ."  Now,  at  an  annual 
meeting,  a  poll-tax  payer  who  was  not  qualified  as  above,  not  only 
not  having  deposited  his  dollar,  but  being  actually  in  arrears  for 
"poll-taxes  previously  imposed,"  was  proposed  for  trustee  and,  receiving 
a  majority  of  votes,  was  declared  elected.  On  being  appealed  to  and 
furnished  with  sufficient  proofs  of  the  facts  as  above  stated,  I  decided 
that  the  election  was  null  and  void,  and  put  the  machinery  of  the  law 
in  motion  to  have  the  vacancy  filled  under  sections  16  and  12.  The 
nature  of  the  vacancy,  and  the  alleged  election  by  the  ratepayers  were 
set  forth  in  the  requisition  and  in  my  accompanying  certificate,  so 
that  the  committee  of  the  board  acted  with  the  facts  of  the  case  before 
them,  and  appointed  as  trustee  the  nominee  of  the  requisition, — 
a  person  other  than  the  choice  of  the  annual  meeting.  It  is  now 
contended  by  persons  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect,  that  the 
election  by  the  ratepayers  was  an  election  de  facto  which  remains  in 
force  till  voided  by  some  competent  tribunal,  and  that  there  are  now 
really  four  trustees  in  the  section.  If  legal  authority  sustain  this  view, 
the  law  as  it  stands  makes  it  possible  for  serious  complications  to 
arise  from  such  cases  as  the  above. 

Five  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  and  occupied  in  the 
county  of  Richmond  during  the  year,  one  being  at  West  L'Ardoise, 
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section  No.  67,  a  neat  building,  well  finished  exteriorly,  but  very- 
inadequate,  both  as  to  plan  and  size,  to  the  requirements  of  so  large  a 
section  ;  and  what  is  even  worse,  built  on  a  site  altogether  in  contra- 
vention of  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  on  the 
subject — on  the  very  verge  of  the  public  highway.  Though  not 
approved,  its  use  is  being  allowed  temporarily  under  promise  of 
removal  at  a  convenient  season.  Brae,  section  No.  49,  entered  a  new 
school  house  on  the  first  of  November,  erected  on  the  site  of  the  one 
burnt  in  1893.  This  also  is  a  good  building,  but  poorly  planned.  On 
Nov.  6th,  the  pupils  of  Black  River,  section  No.  25,  occupied,  for  the 
first  time,  their  new  though  rather  diminutive  quarters.  There  being, 
however,  only  fourteen  of  them  of  school  going  age  in  the  section,  they 
will  likelv  have  room  enough  for  some  time  to  come.  Petit-de-Grat, 
section  No.  9,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  erected  the  first  school 
house  in  the  district  according  to  one  of  the  official  plans  of  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  suggested  some  time  ago  for  use  in  this 
Province,  pending  the  preparation  and  adoption  of  plans  of  our  own. 
It  is  a  neat  and  convenient  building,  light  and  airy,  well  finished  out- 
side and  inside,  and  reflects  much  credit  on  the  thriving  settlement  it 
adorns.  Much  praise  is  due  especially  to  the  tact  and  enterprise  of 
Councillor  Thomson,  the  energetic  secretary  of  trustees,  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  plans  to  so  successful  an  issue.  Nothing  is  wanting  now 
but  a  set  of  patent  desks  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and 
commodious  school  building  of  its  size  in  the  district.  In  the  latter 
part  of  November,  a  good  substantial  new  building  was  occupied  at 
Grand  River,  section  No.  30,  supplying  a  long  felt  want.  At  the  time 
of  my  visit,  Fel).  2nd,  it  was  ceiled  overhead  and  the  walls  up  to  ^he 
window-sills,  with  a  fairly  good  ante-room  partitioned  off*.  It  is  of  a 
suitable  size,  and  when  completely  finished  and  furnished,  as  I  expect 
to  see  it  at  no  distant  day,  it  will  meet  the  educational  requirements 
of  this  picturesque  section  for  a  good  many  years.  No  new  buildings 
were  occupied  during  the  year  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  but  I 
expect  to  find  several  in  the  course  of  my  next  year's  visitation. 
With  the  exception,  then,  of  minor  repairs  here  and  there,  with  an 
occasional  new  set  of  desks  and  the  erection  of  several  much  needed 
outhouses,  the  above  are  all  the  improvements  I  have  to  report  in 
school  buildings.  In  the  matter  of  out-buildings,  trustees  are  being 
awakened  to  the  necessity  of  stricter  compliance  with  their  duties,  and 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  In  the  matter  of  improved 
furniture,  maps,  and  other  school  apparatus  and  appliances,  there  is 
still  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  but  having  regard  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  generally,  I  think  we  are  moving  along,  on  the  whole, 
about  as  well  as  can  be  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D.,  &c., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT   No.   8.— INVERNESS  AND    VICTORIA. 

John  Y.   Gunn,   Inspector. 
Sir  :— 

As  required  by  law,  I  be^  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
condensed  annual  report,  showing  the  present  general  condition  of 
education  within  the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria — together 
with  a  synopsis  of  progress  made  during  the  school  year  ended  in 
July,  1894. 

This  district  embraces  a  larger  extent  of  territory  than  any  other 
Held  of  inspection  in  the  Province.  It  includes  a  slice  of  Richmond, 
North  Inverness,  South  Inverness,  and  the  whole  of  Victoria. 

School  sections  have  been  established  in  every  settlement,  and 
even  to  the  adjacent  islands  the  privilege  of  autonomy  has  been 
extended.  Port  Hood  Island  within  the  present  century  was  con- 
nected with  the  mainland,  making  the  harbor  Chestico  one  of  the 
most  capacious  in  the  Province.  A  gale,  however,  of  unprecedented 
severity  swept  away  the  isthmus,  and  what  was  at  one  time  a  safe 
refuge  from  the  tempest  is  now,  in  the  words  of  the  poet,  a  mere 
"  8imu8  ei  mala  fida  carinis"  Further  north  are  Seal  Island  and 
Cheticamp  Island.  A  number  of  years  ago  the  superintendent  of  the 
light  house  at  Seal  Island  applied  to  the  board  of  school  commis- 
sioners for  leave  to  have  a  school  established  principally  for  the 
training  of  his  own  family.  This  was  granted  for  one  term  only,  but 
he  was  informed  that  a  school  could  be  opened  at  any  time  on  the 
island,  with  the  understanding  that  it  would  be  considered  as  a 
department  of  the  mainland  school  at  Broad  Cove  Marsh.  Under 
similar  circumstances  a  school  was  in  operation  for  a  term  or  two  at 
Bird  Islands,  in  the  County  of  Victoria,  being  temporarily  considered 
a  department  of  Cape  Dauphin  School  Section,  No.  40. 

At  the  regular  semi-annual  and  annual  meetings  of  the  school 
boards  the  following  sections  were  established  : — 

In  South    Inverness . .  Port  Hood  Island,  No.  63,  in  1 865. 

"    Victoria St.  Paul's  Island,     "    S7.  "  1883. 

"    North  Inverness..  Cheticamp  Island,   "    47.  **  1884. 
"    South  Inverness  .  .Smith  Islands,         "    89,  "  1884. 

To  these  I  should  perhaps  add  the  island  of  Boularderie,  named  in 
honour  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Boularderie,  and  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  spots  the  eye  of  man  ever  rested  upon.  This  island  is 
partly  within  the  limits  of  the  adjoining  county  of  Cape  Breton — the 
Victoria  portion  consisting  of  nine  distinct  school  sections. 

Schools  have  also  been  established  on  the  mountains  in  each  of  the 
sub-districts : 

SOUTH    INVERNESS. 

Campbell's  Mountain. . .  .No.  33|  j  Skye  Mountain   No.  65 

Mount,  Young "    28     !  Scotch  Hill "    64 

River  Dennis  Mount "    66     |  Mount  Noah    "    69 

South  Highlands   "    61  Mcintosh    Mount "    95 

North  Highlands "    62 
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NORTH   INVERNESS. 


Pembroke No.    5 J 

Lewis  Mount "    27 

Carapbelltown "38 

Whycocomagh    Mount  . .    "    3*^ 


S.W.E^ypt No.  40 

Piper's  Glen   "    48 

Mc Lallan's  Mount "    49 


VICTORIA. 

Gairloch  Mount. 
Cain's  Mountain, 
Smith's  Mountain. 


Crowdis  Mount, 
Bi^  Bras  d  Or  Mount, 
Hunter's  Mount, 
Gillander's  Mount, 

These  elevations,  although  dignified  with  the  names  of  mountain  8» 
would  be  called  mere  hills  in  southern  Europe  or  central  Asia — none 
of  them  having  a  greater  altitude  than  1200  feet,  but  all  have  the 
distinction  of  being  nearer  the  sun  thBn  any  other  region  in  the 
Province.  The  tops  are  invariably  flat  and  the  surface  corrugated, 
indicating  glacial  action  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  country's  history. 
In  all  the  more  elevated  port^'ons  of  the  district  the  rock  is  either 
precambrian  or  metamorphic,  with  an  occasional  outcropping^  of  trap 
and  dolerite.  Along  by  the  seashore,  and  also  by  the  margins  of 
lakes  and  rivers,  the  formation  is  generally  lower  carboniferous. 

Ethnologically,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  both  counties 
are  the  descendants  of  the  'original  settlers  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  the  highlands  and  islands  of  Scotland  more  than  half  a 
century  ago.  There  are  also  important  settlements  at  Port  Hood, 
Hillsboro,  and  North-East  Margaree  of  Loyalist  extraction.  At  Big 
Brook,  in  North  Inverness,  and  at  Lake  O'Law,  so  famed  for  its 
beautiful  chain  of  lakes,  the  people  arc  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 
At  Margaree  and  Cheticamp  the  people  are  generally  French — 
descendants  of  the  Acadians  who  were  expelled  from  Grand  Pre  in 
1755.  The  island  of  St.  Johns  being  then  a  demesne  of  the  French 
crown,  the  exiles  took  refuge  among  their  countrymen.  But  in  1758 
another  change  occurred,  and,  like  the  Trojans  of  ancient  story,  they 
transferred  their  lares  et  peyiatea  to  the  adjacent  island  of  Cape 
Breton.  They  landed  at  Cheticamp,  which  they  so  named  on  account 
of  its  being  at  that  time  such  a^mis-erable  place,  although  now  one  of 
the  finest  country  districts  in  the  Province.  Soon  afterwards  some 
of  the  party  landed  at  Margaree,  which  was  named  on  account  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil — Mon-gre. 

The  original  settlers  had  been  generally  crofters  and  fishermen  in 
their  native  land,  and  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil.  Every  tree  seemed  to  be  in  the  way,  and  they  did  not  at 
all  reorret  to  see  forest  fires  destroy  not  only  the  forests  themselves, 
but  also  the  mould  and  moss  and  decayed  vegetation  which  the  Giver 
of  all  Good  had  been  accumulating  for  beneticent  purposes  through 
ages  of  ages.  Verily  "  if  ignorance  is  bliss,"  it  compels  its  votaries 
to  offer  many  a  sacrifice  to  an  avenging  Nemesis. 

The  lists  of  the  "  poor  sections  "  in  both  counties  were  revised  by 
the  school  boards  of  each  sub-district  in  May,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
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Education  Office  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  entries  io 
the  semi-annual  and  annual  distribution  sheets. 

In  this  district  there  are  now  257  distinct  school  sections,  one  of 
the  number  having  been  created  during  the  past  summer  in  the  sub- 
district  of  South  Inverness,  under  the  name  and  number  of  Rodena^ 
No.  76. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  239  schools  in  session  within  the 
district — 174  in  Inverness,  and  65  in  Victoria.  In  Inverness  there 
were : — 

Teachers,  Grade  A 2 

B 16 

"       C 56 

"       D. 100 


C( 


In  Victoria  there  were : — 

Teachers,  Grade  A 1 

B 2 

G 24 

"       D 38 


it 


Salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  the  district  amounted  to  $25,061 — 
$17,146  in  Inverness,  and  $7,915  for  Victoria,  making  an  average 
salary  of  $105  to  each  teacher  irrespective  of  grade  held.  To  the 
above  may  be  added  the  Provincial  Grant  at  the  rate  of  $110  for 
Grade  B ;  $90  for  Grade  C,  and  $58  for  D. 

The  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  district  amounted  to 
$11,455.80 — the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  municipality  of  Inverness 
being  $7,114.80,  and  for  Victoria,  $3,741. 

In  Inverness  the  distribution  was  effected  in  accordance  with  th^ 
following  scale : — 

1000  days $7  40 

100     "     74 

And  in  Victoria  the  following  scale  was  employed  : — 

1000  days   $11  02 

100     " 1   10 

The  three  sections  in  Inverness  drawing  the  highest  appropria- 
tion for  full  term  were  : — 

Port  Hawkesbury   $266  80 

Port  Hood    232  20 

Mabou 171  51 

The  three  lowest: — 

Big  Brooklyn,  North  Inverness $30  36 

Cody  Settlement   3 1  84 

McLellan*s    Mount 41  08 

In  Victoria  the  highest  were: — 

Baddeck    $363  68 

New  Haven 110  36 

Englishtown 92  55 
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The  three  lowest : — 

Gillis  Point $39  98 

IdcKenzie 40  25 

Big   Baddeck   47  60 

Only  two  sections  took  advantage  of  the  proviso  authorizing  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  March — one  in  Inverness,  the  other  in 
Victoria.  The  meetinsf  in  Inverness  was  held  at  N.  W.  Arm,  No.  57, 
S.  Inverness,  that  in  Victoria  was  held  at  New  Haven,  No.  73.  The 
regular  annual  meeting  in  June  was  held  in  nearly  all  the  aerations  on 
the  day  by  law  appointed.  Of  course  there  were  a  few  laggards  as 
usual.     But  they  were  afterwards  put  in  line  with  the  rest. 


The  County  Academies  at  Port  Hood  and  Baddeck  continue  to 
flourish.  Both  institutions  unquestionably  exercise  a  potent  influence 
in  enhancing  the  cause  of  education  in  the  respective  counties  of  the 
district.  This  is  evinced  by  the  unprecedentedly  large  number  of 
candidates  from  the  county  capitals  who  presented  themselves  for 
examination  in  July  last.  The  results  will  appear  later  on.  Mr. 
Mcintosh  has  been  re-engaged  at  Port  Hood,  and  Mr.  Robert  S. 
Campbell  at  Baddeck. 

The  Indian  schools  in  both  counties  are  in  charge  of  teachers  of 
the  second  class.  Wagamatcook  was  officially  visited  in  June,  and 
Micmac  in  October. 

Early  in  April,  Victor  Christmas,  the  only  Indian  teacher,  I  believe, 
in  the  Province,  died.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  P.  A.  Murphy,  a 
highly  successful  teacher,  who  has  the  enviable  distinction  of  being, 
perhaps,  the  best  English  reader  in  the  county. 

The  Indian  is  constitutionally  lazy  and  listless — and  when  the 
poor  children  are  taught  in  a  language  essentially  foreign  to  them,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  indications  of  progress  should  not  be  more 
manifest.  The  philanthropy  of  the  Dominion  Gov^ernment,  in  furnish- 
ing their  dusky  wards  with  school  buildings,  which  serve  also  for 
church  purposes  on  Sundays,  is  worthy  of  unstinted  praise. 

By  present  appearances  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  poor  Lo  will 
continue  long  to  be  a  source  of  anxiety.  On  the  occasion  of  my 
recent  official  visit  to  Wagamatcook  I  obtained  the  following 
statistics  : — 

Total  number  of  families 17 

children 68 


it  tt 


Total  population 85 

There  were  IS  deaths  on  the  reservation  during  the  year  ended 
30th  April  last.  Now  a  family  of  four  is  usually  considered  small — 
but  when  the  fact  is  added  that  nearly  all  the  deaths  resulted  from 
phthisis,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will  not  take  **  many  more  moons 
and  many  more  winters"  for  them  all,  Hiawatha  like,  to  "vanish  in 
the  glory  of  the  sunset,  in  the  purple  mists  of  evening." 
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The  High  School  examination  was  largely  attended,  and  exhibited 
the  following  results  : — 

The  first  place  on  the  roll  of  honour  is  assigned  to  J.  M.  McRitchie, 
examined  at  Baddeck  for  Grade  A,  making  a  total  aggregate  of  1238. 

The  three  candidates  making  the  highest  average  at  Port  Hood 
were : — 

A.  Beatrice  McDonnell     579  B. 

John  Angus   McDougall 509  C. 

Mary    A.    McLellan 492  D. 

At  Baddeck  the  three  highest  were : — 

John  McRitchie 1238  A. 

Arthur  Douglas  Blanchard 654  B. 

Charles   Jacob  Crowdis 600  C. 

At  Port  Hawkesbury  the  three  highest  were  : — 

Ora  P.  Lamey      577  B. 

Annie  L.  Mack 537  B.. 

Bessie   Lamey 475  C. 

Margaree  Forks. — At  this  station  there  were  15  candidates  of 
whom  14  failed — there  being  only  one  successful : — 

Michael  Coady 473  D. 

Cheticamp. — At  this  station  also  the  shewing  was  poor — 5  candi- 
dates— only  one  successful : — 

John  P.   LeBlanc 514  C. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remembered  that  High  School  examination 
results  are  by  no  means  sufficient  criteria  to  judge  of  educational 
success.  Take  for  example  North  Inverness,  a  sub-district  famed  for 
the  general  success  of  its  schools.  Here  there  are  two  examination 
stations  which  have  been  notoriously  unsuccessful  at  the  July 
examination. 

Margaree  Forks,  B.  C.  Marsh,  N.  E.  Margaree,  and  Cheticamp  have 
magnificent  school-buildings,  good  teachers  of  a  superior  order,  and 
general  equipment  first  class  in  every  respect,  and  yet  the  public 
examination  showed  up  very  unfavourably.  The  object  of  the  school 
law  is  to  banish  illiteracy  out  of  the  land,  and  its  mission  is  especially 
to  relieve  the  educational  exigencies  of  the  poor.  Years  before  the 
school  law  became  a  legislative  enactment  those  in  independent 
circumstances  were  in  a  position  to  give  a  fair  education  to  their 
families,  but  since  the  inception  of  existing  school  act,  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor  are  placed  on  the  same  level,  so  that  now  the  aphorism, 
"  there  is  no  royal  road  to  learning,"  is  more  literally  true  than  it  was 
when  first  uttered  two  thousand  years  ago. 

If  a  teacher  wishes  his  classes  to  succeed  at  the  public  examination, 
he  must  accord  their  legitimate  place  to  dictation  and  general  prepara- 
tion on  the  lines  of  the  prescribed  syllabus  of  examination  ;  he  must 
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insist  on  thorough  accuracy  and  neatness  in  every  exercise,  and  he 
must  confine  the  work  of  his  instruction  to  four  days  in  the  week, 
the  fifth  to  be  devoted  exchisively  to  reviewing. 

The  Roman  pronunciation  of  Latin  has  been  attempted  in  a 
a  number  of  our  advanced  schools.  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  effort 
has  been  a  signal  failure.  The  system  is  supposed  to  be  based  upon 
the  Italian,  which  language  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  studying 
with  a  native  of  Tuscany  some  years  ago,  and  I  can  certify  that  the 
late  fad  is  not  Latin,  neither  is  it  English,  nor  yet  Italian.  To  have 
the  question  definitely  settled  would  it  not  be  wise  to  call  a  conven- 
tion of  experts  with  a  view  to  have  the  matter  thoroughly  ventilated. 

When  I  attended  college  the  classical  professor  got  a  native  Greek 
who  called  to  see  him  to  read  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greek  class,  and 
it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  that  his  style  was  very  different  from 
what  the  students  were  accustomed  to.  I  may  also  say  that  I  have 
had  the  distinguished  honour  of  corresponding  with  Professor  Blackie 
upon  his  favourite  study.  His  reply  was  nearly  as  undecipherable  as 
Horace  Greely's.  But  I  made  out  that  in  his  opinion  a  better  know- 
ledge of  Greek  could  be  obtained  by  mingling  with  the  sans  cu  oites  of 
Athens  for  six  months  than  could  be  derived  from  taking  the  full 
curriculum  in  any  Scotch  or  English  University. 

Education  may  be  regarded  as  being  moral,  physical,  and  intellec- 
tual. The  Greeks  and  Romans  showed  the  present  and  the  past  of  all 
ages  that  their  heads  were  level  when  they  combined  both  the  moral 
and  physical  elements  in  the  education  of  their  youth.  Indeed  the 
Olymphic  and  Nemean  games  were  largely  of  a  religious  character. 
To  this  fpct  we  owe  the  imperishable  stor^  of  the  Horatii  and  Curatii 
together  with  the  magnificent  tragedies  depicted  so  gracefully  in  the 
pages  of  Aeschylus,  Sophocles,  and  Euripides. 

But  to  the  masses  education  means  "  a  preparation  for  life,"  and 
anything  which  does  not  conduce  to  that  end  is  regarded  with  more 
or  less  contempt.  The  most  rudimentary  knowledge  that  a  boy  gets 
in  school  enables  him  to  read  advertisements,  written  directions,  and 
orders,  &c.  ;  to  write  letters,  and  to  keep  track  of  his  earnings  and 
expenses.  Physiology  is  accorded  its  appropriate  place  in  the  curri- 
culum of  studies,  but  I  regret  to  say  it  is  not  invested  with  one  half 
the  importance  it  merits.  Hygiene,  if  the  entries  in  the  school  returns 
are  to  be  credited,  is  taught  in  a  large  number  of  schools.  What  is 
especially  needed  is  that  the  pupils  should  be  habituated  to  right 
conduct  in  every  act  of  their  school  life.  They  should  be  taught  to 
prefer  right  to  wrong  through  the  exercise  of  their  reasoning  faculties, 
rather  than  be  put  under  the  restraint  of  a  set  of  autocratic  com- 
mands. 

The  school  returns  you  will  find,  on  examination,  to  be  much 
improved,  both  in  accuracy  and  general  neatness.  When  errors  occur 
they  are  traceable  to  the  fact  that  some  teachers  do  not  keep  accurate 
time  tables,  and  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  school  returns  should 
always  be  a  mere  transcript  of  the  School  Register. 
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I  regret  very  much  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  compelled 
me  to  apply  for  a  larger  number  of  permissive  licenses  than  on  former 
years.     I  think  the  privilege  should  not  be  accorded  any  longer. 

In  the  October  number  of  the  Journal  of  Education  the  suggestion 
is  made  that  the  duties  of  the  school  boards  might  be  delegated  to  the 
municipal  councils.  I  need  not  say  that  such  a  departure  from  estab- 
lished usage  would  be  most  unwise.  The  school  commissioners  are 
generally  clergymen,  members  of  the  legal  and  medical  professions, 
together  with  the  foremost  representatives  of  the  mercantile  and 
agricultural  industries.  These  gentlemen  have  as  much  respect  for 
their  decisions  as  Judges  of  the  Supreme  or  County  Courts  have  for 
theirs.  The  municipal  councils  are.  on  the  other  hand,  so  saturated 
with  political  rancour  that  party  interests  are  considered  to  be  para- 
mount £o  every  other  consideration.  During  my  official  supervision 
of  the  public  schools  hunxlreds  of  clergymen,  lawyers,  doctors,  and 
graduates  in  arts  have  l)een  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
district,  and  some  of  the  number  have  been  conspicuously  fortunate  in 
attaining  to  high  positions  not  only  within  the  Dominion,  V)ut  also  in 
the  neighbouring  Republic.  At  this  moment  one  is  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  a  Western  State ;  another  is  Chief  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  in  British  Columbia ;  two  are  College  Professors  ;  two 
are  Senators  of  the  Dominion,  and  two  are  members  of  the  Federal 
Parliament;  four  are  members  of  the  Local  Parliament,  three  govern- 
ment and  one  opposition. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  J  have  been  a  Maecenas  to  them  all. 
But  I  do  say  that  whenever  I  discovered  a  glimmering  ray  of  talent 
imbued  with  energy  and  application,  I  did  everything  in  my  power 
to  promote  its  development. 

One  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  men  who  ever  lived  required  of  all 
candidates  for  his  profession  to  answer  the  following  questions  in  the 
affirmative:  Is  the  applicant  physically  and  mentally  sound?  Has 
he  parts  ?  If  either  of  these  queries  were  answered  in  the  negative. 
the  candidate  was  summarily  dismissed.  This  serves  to  show  the 
overwhelming  importance  attached  by  one  of  the  greatest  of  men  to 
physical  and  mental  stamina. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  of  British  success  anywhere.  I  am  proud 
when  I  see  a  Nova  Scotian  succeed,  and  my  blood  fairly  thrills  with 
pleasure  when  a  Cape  Bretonian  is  crowned  with  laurels  either  in 
college  halls  or  in  the  gladiatorial  arena. 

Here,  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  personal  reference.  My  first 
license  was  of  the  second  class,  passing  fourth  on  the  published  list. 
I  afterwards  passed  for  Grade  B  being  the  second  on  the  list.  After 
attending  college  for  a  couple  of  terms,  I  went  up  for  Grade  A, 
passing  at  the  head  of  the  list  for  the  whole  Province,  a  distinction 
rarely  attained  to  by  any  person  now  in  the  educational  field. 

I  have  been  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  harness.  My  first 
appointment  was  received  from  the  Vail  Government,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  a  decade  or  so  the   County   of    Victoria  was  added,   both 
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constituting  Inspectoral  District  No.  8.  A  new  appointment  was  of 
course  necessary.  On  this  occasion  my  commission  was  issued  by  the 
Holmes-Thompson  Government.  I  have  found  the  position  both 
irksome  and  laborious.  Suavity  and  firmness  are  absolutely  necessary. 
Time  and  again  have  I  had  to  sail  between  Scylla  and  Gharyhdis,  but 
never  have  I  met  with  a  single  serious  collision.  The  school  com- 
missioners were  always  my  warmest  friends,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
professional  duty  I  was  allowed  untrammelled  action  in  dealing  with 
any  infringement  of  the  law.  Personally  I  have  many  friends  in 
every  locality  in  the  district,  but  professionally  my  motto  has  always 
been  *  Tros  TyHusve  raihi  nvllo  diacrimine  agetur" 

To  school  commissioners,  clergymen,  and  other  friends  who  have 
invariably  treated  me  with  much  kindness  both  personal  and  profes- 
sional, I  am  under  lasting  obligations.  I  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude, 
especially  to  my  friends  in  Victoria.  My  .Inverness  friends  I  may 
hope  to  meet  again,  and  pay  them  back  in  their  own  coin,  but  those 
in  Victoria  to  whom  I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations,  I  never 
expect  to  meet  again. 

I  have  served  under  four  superintendents — Dr.  Rand,  firm  and 
unflinching  in  his  adhesion  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  act ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  a  gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  Dr.  Allison, 
a  man  who  combined  suavity  of  manner  with  rare  executive  ability ; 
and  the  present  incumbent,  whom  I  have  always  found  inflexible 
but  just.  May  his  firm  hand  long  continue  at  the  educational  helm 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  province. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  Y.  GUNN. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND   SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

W.  E.  MacLellan,  Ll.  B.,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

I  have  the  honor,  in  accordance  with  law,  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  my  inspectorate  for  the  school  year  ended  July  31st,  1894. 

In  several  respects  the  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity 
and  progress. 

The  new  section  established  at  Eureka  and  Ferrona,  in  the  County 
of  Pictou,  towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  school  year,  promptly 
completed  its  organization  and  erected  a  suitable  building,  which  has 
been  well  furnished  and  equipped.  It  contains  rooms  for  two  depart- 
ments, which  have  been  in  successful  operation  since  early  in  the 
year.  The  formation  of  this  section  has,  however,  apparently 
demoralized  Riverton  section,  which  formerly  included  Eureka.  The 
latter  section  has  had  no  school  during  any  portion  of  the  year.     But 
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possibly  this  is  not  much  to  be  regretted,  since  most  of  the  children 
in  said  section  are  within  reach  of  the  schools  of  Stellarton,  or 
Eureka  and  Ferrona. 

The  Bridgeville  school  house  has  been  removed  to  a  new  and 
much  better  site  ;  it  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  a  new  wing 
added,  giving  ample  accommodation  for  Ihe  two  departments  into 
which  the  school  has  been  graded. 

New  Glasgow  has  put  up  and  almost  completed  a  new  high-school 
building,  which,  when  ready  for  occupation,  as  it  will  be  shortly  after 
the  commencement  of  the  new  school  year,  will  have  cost  the  town 
some  twenty -five  thousand  dollars.  No  effort  is  being  spared  to  make 
it  a  model  of  its  kind  and  a  credit  to  eastern  Nova  Scotia. 

Westville  has  added  a  comfortable  two-roomed  building  to  its 
school  equipment,  and  another  teacher  to  its  staff",  which  now 
numbers  ten. 

Ste  llarton  is  talking  of  building,  and  will  no  doubt  soon  follow 
the  lea  d  of  its  sister  towns  in  the  direction  of  improvement. 

Pictou  has  repaired  its  western  building  besides  purchasing, 
grading,  and  enclosing  suitable  grounds  about  it. 

In  the  rural  districts  of  Pictou  County  no  new  buildings  have 
befen  erected,  with  the  exception  of  a  temporary  one  at  East  French 
River,  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire ;  but  there  has  been 
unusual  activity  in*  repairing  and  re-furnishing  existing  buildings,  a 
number  of  which  have  been  made  quite  presentable  without,  and 
thoroughly  comfortable  within. 

In  the  district  of  South  Colchester,  Riverside  section  is  building, 
and  Shubenacadie  has  voted  money  for  that  purpose.  Camden  has 
created  a  creditable  new  house.  Crowe's  Mills  and  North  River  have 
thoroughly  repaired  and  re-furnished.  Liberal  amounts  have  been 
voted  for  repairs  by  a  number  of  sections. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  the  growth,  throughout  my 
district,  of  interest  in  school  grounds  and  surroundings.  Trees  are 
being  planted  in  increasing  numbers.  Unsightly  fences  are  giving 
place  to  less  objectionable  ones.  Several  sections  have  been  at  con- 
siderable pains  and  expense  during  the  past  year  in  grading  and 
improving  their  grounds.  These  are  encouraging  signs,  and  point,  I 
trust,  to  a  not  distant  day  when  the  school  house  will  at  least  cease 
to  be  the  most  unattractive  in  the  section. 

Trustees  are  also  showing  more  liberality  in  supplying  necessary 
apparatus.  In  most  cases  my  suggestions  concerning  such  matters 
have  been  promptly  attended  to. 

Ip  the  County  of  Pictou,  every  organized  section  has  had  school 
during  some  portion  of  the  year,  with  the  single  exception  of  Riverton, 
already  referred  to.  The  disorganized  sections  are  Eraser's  Mountain, 
which  has  not  had  school  for  many  years,  and  probably  will  not  have 
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again,  as  its  needs  are  supplied  by  New  Glasgow,  and  Carriboo  Island, 
closed  for  several  \'ear8  on  account  of  non-attendance  of  pupils,  but 
likely  to  re-open  next  year. 

In  the  district  of  South  Colchester,  all  organized  sections  have 
-  had  school  with  the  exception  of  South  Vale  and  Riverside.  South 
Vale  lost  its  school  house  by  fire  some  two  years  ago  and  has  not  yet 
re-built,  owing  to  disputes  in  the  section.  I  understand  that  arrange- 
ments are  now  being  completed  and  that  school  will  re-open  next 
year.  Riverside's  old  building  has  been  torn  down  to  give  place 
to  the  new,  and  the  section  allowed  the  year  to  go  by  without 
school. 

The  sections  of  Kemptown  and  Springmount,  disorganized  long 
before  I  became  inspector  of  the  district,  and  without  school  ever 
since,  have  been  got  into  working  order  again,  and  will  both  open 
their  schools  next  year,  when  I  hope  to  have  every  school  in  my 
district  in  operation. 

In  school-room  work  there  is  observable,  if  slow,  progress.  Too 
close  adherence  to  text-books,  and  failure  on  the  part  of  teachers  to 
appreciate  the  relative  importance  of  the  various  subjects  of  the 
prescribed  course  of  study,  continue  to  be  the  chief  obstacles  to  more 
rapid  advancement  The  work  marked  out  for  common  schools  is  by 
no  means  too  difficult,  and  could  easily  be  accomplished  by  pupils  of 
average  ability.  In  fact  it  is  so  accomplished  in  well-taught  schools. 
But  it  is.  far  otherwise  where  teachers  regard  themselves  as  mere 
hearers  of  tasks,  as  they  persist  in  doing  in  many  cases.  I  think  I 
may  safely  assert  that  a  considerable  majority  of  teachers  do  not 
consider  educating  or  even  instructing  as  among  their  functions. 
They  believe  their  whole  duty  discharged  in  requiring  the  child  to 
learn  set  lessons — chiefly  at  home.  When  insisting  on  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law  concerning  the  giving  of  "  lessons 
on  nature/*  I  am  frequently  asked  for  a  text-book  on  the  subject.  If 
such  a  book  were  available  it  would  be  directly  placed  in  the  bands 
of  pupils  with  a  demand  that  they  should  memorize  its  contents.  It 
is  so  at  least  with  the  examples  of  oral  lessons  on  language,  given  in 
in  the  prescribed  text-book  in  grammar. 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  prohibit 
the  use  by  common-school  pupils  of  all  text-books,  except  such  as  are 
necessary  in  connection  with  the  teaching  of  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  History  as  it  is  taught,  or,  rather,  as  it  is  learned  from 
the  text-books,  is  one  of  the  heaviest  and  most  time-consuming 
burdens  which  common-school  children  have  to  bear.  Is  the  informa- 
tion, if  any,  gained  and  retained  worth  what  it  costs  in  time,  labor, 
and  lasting  dislike  of  the  subject  ?  Geography  ranks  second  as  a 
consumer  of  time  and  labour.  The  children,  in  spite  of  all  that  can 
be  said,  being  required  to  commit  to  memory  the  mere  names  of  places 
and  the  words  of  the  text.  Could  not  these  two  subjects  be  better 
taught  together — geography  from  the  surrounding  country  from 
globes  and  maps,  and  history  in  connection  with  it,  or  in  connection 
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with  civics  ?     A  good  text-book  in  civics,  for  the  use  of  teachers,  is, 
by  the  way,  urgently  needed. 

The  use  of  the  prescribeU  text-book  in  grammar,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  seems  to  operate  as  an  almost  complete  bar  to  the  acquisition 
of  any  practical  knowledge  concerning  the  ordinary  use  of  language. 
I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  it  must  have  so  operated  for  a  good 
many  years  past,  judging  from  the  "  dialect  "  in  which  teachers  not 
infrequently  conduct  so-called  lessons  in  grammnr.  I  find  pupils 
memorizing  definitions  which  they  do  not  in  the  least  understand, 
and  rules  which  they  cannot  comprehend,  and  in  so  doing  satisfjMng 
themselves,  their  parents,  and  their  teachers  that  they  are  "  learning 
grammar."  In  very  few  schools  do  I  hear  even  an  attempt  to  correct 
or  improve  the  language  of  pupils.  I  have  to  ask  you,  then,  if 
common-school  pupils  should  be  allowed  to  waste  their  time  in 
generally  misdirected  and  futile  attempts  to  pry  into  the  scientific 
structure  of  their  mother  tongue  before  they  have  acquired  more 
than  a  mere  rudimentary  idea  of  its  correct  and  effective  everyday 
use  ?  In  other  words,  should  not  the  grammatical  text-book  be 
banished  from  our  common  schools  ? 

My  excuse  for  setting  forth  the  foregoing  opinions  is  the  fact  that 
they  have  been  forced  upon  me  by  observation  and  expeiience  in  the 
schools.  It  seems  to  me  that  reform,  or  some  vigorous  attempt  at 
reform  in  the  direction  I  have  indicated,  is  urgently  demanded. 
Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  language  are  being  neglected  or 
"  scamped  "  that  a  mere  exhibition  of  learning  in  geography,  history, 
and  grammar  may  be  made. 

Temperance  as  required  by  law  is,^  I  believe,  being  faithfully 
taught  in  the  schools  of  my  district.  Most  teachers  appear  to  be  more 
earnest  in  the  discharge  of  this  than  of  almost  any  other  of  their 
duties. 

Some  progress  is  being  made  in  the  teaching  of  music,  but  it  is  not 
great,  owing  to  lack  of  knowledge  or  capacity,  or  both  on  the  part  of 
teachers.  In  drawing  there  is  more  headway.  In  both  subjects  it 
will  probably  be  rather  slow  and  up-hill  work  for  some  time. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  report  specially  on  the  work  done  by 
the  academies  and  high-schools  of  my  district.  They  all  came  out 
most  creditably  from  the  searching  test  of  the  provincial  examination, 
the  results  of  which  you  know. 

Few  questions  of  importance  were  discussed  at  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  various  boards  of  school  commissioners  of  my  district.  In 
South  Colchester  it  was  even  more  difficult  than  usual  to  secure  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  last  two  or  three  annual 
meetings  which  that  board  has  held  have  been  largely  due  to  the 
untiring  energy  and  earnestness  of  its  chairman,  R.  Craig,  Esq.,  of 
Truro. 

With  reference  to  ray  work  of  visitation,  I  have  to  report  that 
I  went  over  my  whole  district  once,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  twice, 
visiting  all  the  schools  in  session.     I   was  greatly  hindered  by  the 
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unusual  severity  of  last  winter.  Repeated  snow  storms  made  the 
roads  in  many  places  impassable  during  the  months  of  February, 
March,  and  April. 

The  statistical  tables  sent  you  herewith,  furnish  detailed  informa- 
tion concerning  the  schools  under  my  charge. 

•   I  have  the  honour  to.be, 

You  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  MACLELLAN. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT   No.   10.— CUMBERLAND   AND   N.   COLCHESTER. 

Inglis  C.  Craig,  Inspector, 
Sir:— 

In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  information  touching  the 
operations  of  the  public  schools  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  and 
that  part  of  Colchester  embraced  in  the  Districts  of  Stirling  and  West 
Colchester,  for  the  school  year  commencing  August  1st,  1893,  and 
ending  July  31st,  1894,  together  with  the  statistical  abstracts  and 
notes  of  inspection  : — 

There  are  156  sections  in  Cumberland  and  61  in  the  Districts  of 
Stirling  and  West  Colchester.  Twenty  of  these  have  had  no  school 
during  the  year.  In  the  case  of  five,  new  school-rooms  were  being 
built,  which  precluded  a  school,  either  through  the  builders  operations 
or  the  extraordinary  demand  upon  the  finances  of  the  section  for  their 
erection. 

Lower  Southampton  65,  and  Black  River  115,  in  Cumberland 
District ;  Two  Islands  54,  and  North  Port  Greville  26,  in  Parrsboro 
District,  have  had  no  school  for  several  years.  Indeed,  the  last  two 
named  may  be  scored  from  the  lists ;  in  the  one  case  the  population 
has  left  the  section,  and  in  the  other  no  school  room  was  ever  built. 

Greenville  Cross  Roads  100 ;  South  Branch  Shinemacas  103 ; 
RushtonsllO;  Salt  Springs  116,  and  Athol  Mills  I,  in  the  District 
of  Cumberland;  Sugar  Hill  20;  Eatonville  22;  Allen  Hill  24; 
Moose  River  25,  in  Parrsboro ;  Folly  Lake  23 ;  New  Britain  28,  and 
Beaver  Meadow  27,  have  schools  intermittently. 

These  sections,  with  many  others  in  this  inspectorate,  suffer 
through  the  operations  of  the  Act  which  requires  a  freeholder  to  pay 
school  taxes  in  the  section  in  which  he  is  domiciled,  whether  the  pro- 
perty be  within  or  without  the  section  in  which  he  resides.  Inten- 
tionally made  in  the  interests  of  these  rural  sections  at  first,  it,  in  the 
majority   of   cases,   operates  against  them  now,  so  that  every  year 
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special  legislation  is  asked  to  free  sections  from  the  operation  of  the 
Act,  and  make  them  a  unit  in  the  possession  of  property  within  the 
bounds  of  the  section.  The  tendency  of  the  present  Act  is  to  build  ' 
up  the  wealthy  section  at  the  expense  of  the  poor;  this  is  especially 
true  of  lumbering  and  suburban  districts.  If  the  sparsely  settled 
districts  were  made  financially  stronger  by  giving  them  the  benefits 
of  all  the  public  school  funds  to  which  they  are  rightfull}'  entitled, 
many  would  not  give  up  their  country  homes  and  move  to  centres  of 
population  where  oontinued  free  school  privileges  may  be  enjoyed. 

I  am  aware  of  the  confusion  any  change  in  the  assessment  law 
would  make,  especially  in  marsh  districts,  where  proprietorship  is 
represented  in  contiguous  sections  ;  but  as  these  are  so  few  compared 
with  those  crippled  by  the  present  law,  that  it  seems  only  apparent 
justice  to  have  the  present  enactment  the  exception  and  sectional 
unitv  the  rule. 

Another  cause  of  financial  weakness  is  the  sub-division  of  sections. 
There  is  not  the  same  disposition  to  put  up  with  the  privations  and 
hardships  of  even  three  decades  ago. 

These  demands  upon  commissioners  for  local  accommodations  in 
large  sections  can  be  met  only  by  giving  relief  in  some  way  by 
reduced  taxation  to  those  beyond  reasonable  walking  limits.  It  is  to 
the  advantage  of  children  to  go  a  little  farther  to  a  good  school  than 
to  spend  their  time  in  small  schools  where  young  and  inexperienced 
teachers  are  employed,  and  where  too  often  unprofitable  results  are 
the  issue. 

One  new  section,  known  as  Wentworth  Lake  Road,  was  formed  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Cumberland  board  of  commissioners. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Improvements  in  school  buildings  is  keeping  pace  with  other 
advanced  steps  towards  a  more  perfect  system.  Twenty-five  new 
school  rooms  in  one  year  is  a  tribute  to  the  intelligence  and  educa- 
tional progress  of  this  district. 

Sections  erecting  or  have  completed  school  rooms  in  the  course  of 
the  year  are  : — 

Cumberland  District. — Wallace  Bay  10  ;  Middleboro  43  ;  Nappan 
44,  two  departments ;  Joggins  5,  four  departments ;  Mapleton  63  ; 
South  Brook  112. 

Parraboro  DistHct— Farrshoro  Town  (1)  high  school  of  eight 
departments  ;  Diligent  River  7  ;  Salem  16 ;    \Vharton  23. 

Stirling  District. — Tatamagouche  (1)  two  departments ;  Hender- 
son 16;  The  Falls  23. 

The  building  at  Tatamagouche  is  not  exactly  new,  but  has  been 
completely  reconstructed  at  an  expense  of  $1000. 

All  the  graded  schools  are  heated  by  furnaces. 
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RecoTistructed  or  Iviproved.  —  Malagash  1,  renovated  and  refur- 
nished. Southampton  60,  refurnished  and  renewed.  Fenwick  71, 
and  Oxford  79,  are  much  improved.  Millvale  (room)  in  Stirling, 
and  Lower  Five  Islands  in  West  Colchester,  have  been  remodeled, 
and   the  former  refurnished. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  provide  comfort  and  convenience, 
and  in  some  instances  it  has  been  done  at  a  moderate  cost.  In  the 
majorit}'  of  cases  trustees  have  applied  to  me  for  help  in  plans.  I 
have  given  all  the  advice  and  assistance  my  experience  enabled  me  to 
do  ;  yet  this  is  not  practical,  and  in  some  instances  not  plain  to  those 
not  apace  with  modern  school  architecture. 

I  think  it  would  be  provincial  economy  for  the  department  to 
provide  plans  and  specifications  for  four  or  five  types  of  buildings 
suitable  for  miscellaneous  schools  an<l  graded  systems  up  to  five 
departments.  These  plans  should  be  modern,  and  well  adapted  for 
good  light  and  ventilation,  with  perfect  heating  systems,  while  con- 
venience and  architecture  need  not  be  sacrificed  to  either.  Good 
school  rooms  do  not  make  good  schools,  but  the  physical  environ- 
ment of  teachers  and  pupils  have  a  potent  influence  in  the  right 
direction. 

The  towns  of  Parrsboro  and  Joggin  Mines  have  done  especially 
well  during  the  past  year.  The  former  has  erected  a  new  High 
School  at  a  cost  of  about  §10,000,  including  cost  of  site  ;  the  latter 
S4,000.  Both  buildings  have  commanding  positions,  and  are  conspic- 
uous on  account  of  their  sites  and  as  the  best  buildinj^^s  in  either  town. 
The  one  overlooks  Minas  Basin,  the  other  Chignecto  Bay.  Both 
buildings  are  modern  in  their  design  and  equipment,  and  bear  strik- 
ing contrast  to  those  occupied  in  past  years.  It  is  a  goodly  sight  in 
these  mixed  communities  to  witness  the  unity  which  all  creeds  and 
classes  display  about  the  common  point,  the  comfort  and  educational 
advancement  of  their  children. 

The  total  amount  voted  in  Cumberland  alone  for  buildings  and 
repairs  was  Si 5.109,  and  in  West  Colchester  and  Stirling,  $2,470. 

TEACHERS. 

There  were  251  teachers  employed  in  the  district  during  the  year* 
and  five  substitutes.  This  is  one  rejjular  teacher  less  than  last  vear- 
In  West  Colchester  fewer  schools  have  been  in  operation  than  in  past 
years.  Five  Islands  and  Folly  Village,  formerly  two  department 
buildings,  are  now  miscellaneous  schools.  Great  Village  and  Central 
Economy,  three  department  systems,  have  cast  off  a  room  each. 
Depletion  in  the  attendance  is  the  cause  assigned  by  the  different 
boards  of  trustees.  In  two  instances  the  economy  practiced  was 
questionable. 

Divided  according  to  the  sexes,  there  were  26  males  and  225 
females.  The  male  teachers  are  slowly  and  surely  being  supplanted 
by  their  sisters.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  educational  status 
of  the  district   is   falling  thereby  ;    rather    there  are  many    proofs 
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that  it  is  rising.  The  day  for  physical  force  in  the  management  of 
the  school  room  has  passed  away,  the  schools  having  by  their  own 
reflex  influence  brought  about  a  sentiment  for  order  and  obedience. 

Little  change  has  been  made  in  the  classes  of  teachers  employed. 
The  returns  show  an  increase  in  those  having  a  Normal  School  rank. 
This  is  a  gratifying  feature,  inasmuch  as  these  teachers  adapt  them- 
selves more  easily  to  the  requirements  of  the  Course  of  Study,  and 
moveover,  have  a  more  intelligent  grasp  of  its  recent  requirements. 

SALARIES. 

No  marked  difference  is  shown  in  the  amount  given  teachers.  If 
there  is  any  change  it  is  against  them,  presuming  this  department  of 
the  returns  of  1893  to  be  correct.  The  yearly  engagement  would 
seem  to  be  financiallv  in  the  interests  of  the  section.  When  the  semi- 
annual  salary  of  the  past  is  doubled  it  becomes  unduly  out  of  propor- 
tion in  the  opinion  of  the  parsimonious  school  board.  Sectional  pay 
to  teachers  for  the  past  year  w*s  $34j,410.  Government  aid  $18,287.37, 
or  $52,697.37,  amount  of  fi^ll  salaries. 

The  following  table  gives  the  salaries  per  day  for  both  years  : — 

CUMBERLAND. 


Grade. 


A 
B 
C 
D 
B 
C 
D 


Sex. 


Male 


Female .   . . 


Per  Day,  1893. 


$4  00 
2  54 
1  02 
1  32 
1  50 
1  07 
74 


Per  Day,  1894. 

$3  85 
2  33 
1  17 
]  IG 
1  36 
1  00 
73 


STIRLING    AND   COLCHESTER   WEST. 


Grade. 

Sex. 

Per  Day,  1893. 

Per  Day,  1S94. 

B   

r  Male ^ 

!- Female.   .,< 

82   37 

1  37 

1  30 

1  00 

G5 

S2  30 

c   

B   

1   24 

C   

99 

JL/       ••««             •        ••■••• 

66 

SCHOOL   POPULATION. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  reported  as  attending  school  during 
the  year  in  this  district  was  11,409,  giving  an  increase  in  Cumberland 
of  493,  and  a  decrease  in  North  and  West  Colchester  of  35.  Just  25 
per  cent,  of  the  population  of  Cumberland  attended  school  during  the 
year.  This  is  a  high  percentage,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  growing 
interests  in  schools  in  this  part  of  the  province. 
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teachers'  association. 

The  District  Association  met  in  Spring  Hill  on  December  8th  and 
9th  in  annual  session.  From  the  many  favorable  opinions  that  have 
reached  me  from  teachers  and  others  in  attendance,  I  am  freely  con- 
vinced that  the  association  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the  district's 
educational  interests.  It  gave  the  teachers  under  my  supervision  the 
first  opportunity  to  meet  you  in  your  official  capacity.  It  is  not 
flattery,  sir,  to  say  that  the  part  you  bore  while  in  attendance  gave 
those  present  assurance  of  your  sympathy  and  confidence  in  your 
superintendentship.  The  association's  thanks  must  here  be  recorded 
to  Prof.  Lee  Russel  for  the  interest  he  contributed  to  the  various 
meetings  by  his  addresses  on  manual  training. 

Programme. 

An  Address  of  Welcome President. 

The  Teaching  Profession W.  M.  Ferguson. 

The  Effect  of  Alcohol  on  the  Tissues -  .W.  R.  Slade. 

Lessons  illustrative  of  the  Tonic  sol-fa  System. . . .  A.  S.  Ford. 
The  Educational   Exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair. . .  .M.  Scanlan. 

Short  Cuts  in  Arithmetic * W.  W.  ToREY. 

The  School  Section  as  an  Educator R.  S.  Campbell. 

The  Teaching  of  Mathematics A.  W.  Healy. 

Illustrative  Lesson  on  Writing L.  Ruggles. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  tables  it  will  be  noted  that  only 
2.7  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  registered  are  doing  high  school  work,  and 
that  a  little  more  than  5  per  cent,  are  in  the  last  grade  of  the  common 
school  course  The  attendance  is  well  maintained  until  this  grade  is 
reached,  when  the  break  from  school  is  very  abrupt.  These  facts 
should  disabuse  the  extremist's  mind  that  it  is  possible  for  the  high 
school  work  to  monopolize  the  time  of  the  common  course.  Deduct 
the  attendance  of  high  school  pupils  from  a  few  centres  of  population 
as  Amherst,  Parrsboro,  Acadia  Mines,  and  Oxford,  and  the  high  school 
attendance  is  practically  nothing.  Of  the  2.7  per  cent,  of  high  school 
pupils  not  more  than  1  per  cent,  took  the  government  examination. 

The  results,  as  far  as  could  be  learned  from  the  leading  schools,  are 
as  follows : — 

GRADES   OBTAINED. 


High  School. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Amherst 

6 
2 

12 
4 
4 
3 
I 
2 
1 
3 

17 

Parrsboro , . . . 

4 

SDrincrhill 

4 

Oxford 

3 

Acadia  Mines 

3 

Pugwash  ^ • 

1 

Tatamagouche 

1 

Great  Village 

1 

This  does  not  include  a  number  from   the  common  schools,  nor 
those  attending  institutions  beyond  the  district. 
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COURSE   OF   STUDY. 

By  observation,  and  the  statistics  at  my  command,  I  find  little 
tendency  for  the  ornamental  (?)  branches  to  yield  to  those  considered 
by  manj^  only  essential.  Arithmetic  and  reading  alone  consume  two- 
fifths  of  the  school  week.  The  methods  generally  employed  in  teach- 
ing reading  are  open  to  criticism,  and  is  the  greatest  disturbing 
element  in  the  proper  gradation  of  the  miscellaneous  school.  With- 
out an}'  other  ability  save  that  of  an  imperfect  pronunciation,  pupils 
are  hurried  from  reader  to  reader  without  reference  to  the  com- 
position or  meaning  of  the  subject,  or  the  hearing  of  collateral 
subject?}.  The  fault  is  mainly  attributable  to  teachers  themselves, 
who,  to  gain  a  short-lived  notoriety,  advise  the  use  of  readers  unfit 
for  the  child's  attainments.  I  believe  it  is  the  gravest  fault  in  this 
district's  schools.  It  creates  an  aversion  for  school  life,  especially  in 
the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  where  the  studies  are  multiplied,  and, 
as  a  result,  the  course  of  study  gets  out  of  balance. 

The  subject  of  temperance  at  one  bound  has  leaped  into  the  fore- 
ground, and  has  laid  claim  to  its  full  share  of  time.  From  personal 
knowledge  I  believe  the  most  sanguine  and  enthusiastic  temperance 
advocates  could  not  have  expected  more. 

• 

The  same  cannot  be  said  of  music  and  calisthenics.  While  the 
former  subject  in  many  schools  is  intelligently  taught,  and  with 
beneficial  results,  the  majority  of  teachers  seek  immunity  from  the 
demands  of  the  course  of  study   in  ignorance  or  physical  disabilities. 

Drawing  has  not  netted  the  results  that  it  should  for  the  time 
that  it  has  been  on  the  course  of  study.  Teachers  meet  with  much 
opposition  in  introducing  the  subject  into  schools.  Its  utility  is  not 
known. 

The  leading  subjects  of  the  course,  such  as  arithmetic,  writing, 
geography,  history,  language,  are  more  intelligently  presented.  This 
is  especially  true  of  language  and  composition.  Teachers  are  discov- 
ering the  fact  that  as  in  the  mechanical  arts  we  learn  by  doing,  so 
skill  and  accuracy  in  the  use  of  English  is  only  acquired  by  constant 
practice  in  expression. 

Amherst  Academy  is  steadily  growing  in  public  favor,  and  is 
beginning  to  attract  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  county 
has  implicit  confidence  in  Mr.  Lay's  principalship.  The  academy  is 
qualifying  for  the  support  of  two  academic  grades.  N.  D.  Mactavish, 
•A  (Sc),  the  eflScient  principal  of  Springhill  for  two  years,  has  been 
taken  upon  the  competent  staff  of  the  academy. 

Parrsboro  High  School  is  a  strong  rival  to  the  academy.  Now 
with  increased  facilities  for  better  work,  and  under  the  enthusiastic 
principalship  of  T.  C.  McKay,  B.  A.,  A  (CI.),  may  be  expected  to  be 
favorably  reported  another  year. 

Oxford  and  Pugwash  High  Schools,  under  the  management  of 
Messrs.    Slede  and  Healy,  passed  90  per  cent,    of  candidates   pre- 
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sented  for  examination  this  summer.  Indeed,  there  are  only  words  of 
commendation  for  all  of  the  schools  given  in  the  tables.  Their 
teachers  are  generally  experienced  and  select. 

This  is  no  reflection  upon  the  scores  of  efficient  miscellaneous 
schools  throughout  the  district.  The  town  systems  have  no  more 
devoted  servants  than  the  majority  of  rural  sections.  I  woflld  that 
they  were  as  well  equipped,  for  it  is  from  the  country  come  the 
distinguished  men  and  women  who,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
fill  the  roll  of  honor,  and  give  to  their  country  the  most  valuable 
element  of  citizenship. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

INGLIS   C.   CRAIG 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SapeHntendent  of  Education. 
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ARPENDIX    C. 


EEFOET  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 

OF  THE 

CITY   OF   HALIFAX, 


(I.) 

CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 

Office  of  School  Commissioners, 

Halifax,  November,  1894, 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.  D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education. 

Sir:— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  statistical  and  financial 
returns  relating  to  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  The  statistical 
tables  are  for  the  school  year  ended  July  31,  and  the  financial  returns 
are  for  the  official  year  ended  Oct.  31,  1894. 

The  appropriations  are  made  for  the  civic  year,  which  commences 
on  the  first  day  of  May  and  extends  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  in 
the  following  year. 

The  estimated  amount  required  for  maintenance  for  the  year 
ended  April  30th,  1894,  was  8101,500  ;  and  for  the  year  ending 
April  30th,  1895,  $98,200.  I  give  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the 
two  years,  for  the  reason  that  the  official  year  comprises  the  last  half 
of  the  civic  year  1893-94,  and  the  first  half  of  the  civic  year  1894-95. 

Of  the  $98,200  estimated  as  being  required  for  the  current  civic 
year,  $85,600  was  assessed  on  the  cifcy. 

The  balance  due  the  board  from  the  city  assessment,  as  per  ledger 
Oct.  31,  1894,  was  $84,750.41,  made  up  as  follows  :— 

Due  for  the  vear  1892-93 $  5,575  75 

do.     "         1893-94 14.934  31 

do.  1894-95 64.240  35 

$84,750  41 
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As  a  result  of  this  indebtedness,  and  having  no  other  available 
source  of  revenue,  the  board,  in  order  to  meet  its  obligations  for  the 
lirst  six  monhts  o#»  the  current  civic  year,  was  compelled  to  overdraw 
its  account  at  the  Union  Bank  to  the  extent  of  $37,101.  The  interest 
on  overdrafts  for  the  twelve  months  ended  Julj  31,  1894,  amounted 
to  ?IG81.59.  If  the  whole  sum  assessed  and  collected  for  school 
purposes  was  paid  over  to  the  school  board,  it  would  materially 
decrease  the  cost  of  our  schools. 

The  followincT  table,  covering  a  period  of  ten  j^ears,  discloses 
(1)  the  amount  asked  for  and  paid  to  the  school  board,  (2)  the  amount 
added  by  the  city  council  for  short  collection,  and  (3)  the  total 
assessment  for  school  purposes  for  the  period  named  : — 


Year. 


1884-85 

1885-86 

1886-87 
1887-88 
]  888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 
1893-94 


Amount  asked  for 

and  paid  to  the 

Board. 


S  66,820  00 
67,700  00 
68,600  00 
70,600  00 
72,000  00 
74,000  00 
78,900  00 
84,000  00 
85,000  00 
88,500  00 


Added   for    short! 
collection. 


$  3341  00 
3385  00 
3430  00 
3530  00 
3600  00 
3700  00 
3945  00 
2100  00 
2125  00 
2212  00 


Total 
asssesainent. 


$756,120  00       $31,368  00     $787,488  00 


$  70,161  00 
71,085  00 
72,030  00 
74,130  00 
75,600  00 
77,700  00 
82.845  00 
86,100  00 
87,125  00 
90.712  00 


The  first  column  shows  the  actual  cost  to  the  city  of  the  schools 
for  the  ten  years. 

On  referring  to  the  annual  rcpoits  of  the  city  government  we 
find  that  the  actual  loss  from  short  collection  was  in  the  vicinitj'  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  total  assessment,  so  that  in  the  ten  years  the 
schools  contributed  between  $20,000  and  $25,000  to  the  city  council's 
unexpended  balance  fund,  and  which  was  used  by  the  council  to 
reduce  its  ow^n  rate  of  taxation. 

The  valuation  for  assessment  purposes  for  the  civic  year  ending 
April  30,  1895,  are  as  follows : 

Real  Estate , $15,795,810 

Personal  Property 5,003,650 


Total  Real  and  Personal $20,799,460 

Banks  and  Companies  exclusive  of  Real   Estate 2,152,777 


$22,952,237 

The  school  rate  for  the  current  civic  year  ending  April  30,  1895, 
is  43  cents  on  the  one  hundred  dollars,  and  was  levied  on  the  above 
valuation  of  real  and  personal  property. 
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The  amount  expended  for  maintenance  during  the  official  year 
just  ended  was  $101,488.16,  appropriated  as  follows: 

To  Common  Schools $  91,204  21 

County  Academy 9,677  43 

Manual  Training  Department     606  52 

$101,488  16 

The   income   for   the    same  period    was   $98,061.84,   derived    as 
follows : 

From  City  Assessment $83,984  09 

"       Government  Grant  to  Common  Schools  . .   11,320  49 

Academy   1,720  00 

**       Fees,  etc.,  Academy 552  05 

Common    Schools 485  21 


$98,061  84 


Deducting  its  income  from  the  expenditure,  we  find  that  the 
County  Academy  proper  cost  the  citizens  of  Halifax  for  the  year  just 
closed,  $7,405.38. 

The  opponents  of  free  higher  education  object  to  this  expenditure 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  burdensome  to  the  poorer  class  of  the  tax 
payers.  A  glance  at  the  following  table,  which  includes  at  least 
three-fourths  of  the  tax  payers — both  direct  and  indirect — will  show 
the  fallacy  of  this  contention.  Basing  the  rate  per  centum  on  the 
valuation  of  the  city  for  the  current  year  ($20,799,460)  we  find  that 
the  individual  tax  payer  who  owned  or  occupied  property  valued  at 

$1000,    contributed    $0.36    towards    its    maintenance. 


2000, 

0.72 

3000, 

1.08 

4000, 

1.44 

6000, 

1.80 

COOO, 

2.16 

tc  (t 

il  It 

i,  « 


The  total  funded  debt  due  for  schools  on  the  31st  October  was 
$254,600,  the  yearly  interest  on  which  amounts  to  $11,797.  A  sink- 
ing fund  should  be  provided  for  the  extinguishing  of  at  least  one- 
half  of  this  debt. 

The  city  of  Halifax  is,  I  believe,  the  only  school  section  in  the 
province  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  clause  in  the  Education 
Act  which  provides  that,  "  All  moneys  borrowed  for  the  purchase  or 
improvement  of  grounds  for  school  purposes,  or  for  the  purchase  or 
building  of  school  houses,  should  be  paid  by  equal  yearly  instalments 
not  exceeding  twelve,  to  be  asseased  upon  the  section." 

When  trustees  are  allowed  to  create  a  permanent  debt  for  school 
purposes,  the  amount  borrowed  should  be  limited  to  the  market  value 
of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  section,  otherwise  the  burden  of 
paying  the  principal — as  we  are  to-day,  the  interest — will  fall  upon 
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those  receivinjr  little  or  no  benefit  from  a  large  portion  of  the 
ex^penditure.  To  justify  this  conclusion  I  give  below  a  sumroary  of 
the  debenture  debt  to  October  31,  1874,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
(I)  that  812,259  was  disbursed  for  repairs  to  school  houses,  more  than 
one-half  of  which  amount  was  laid  out  on  buildings,  which  in  con- 
sideration of  the  expenditure  were  leased  to  the  board  either  free 
or  at  a  reduced  rental ;  (2)  that  $14,898  was  paid  for  furniture,  nearly 
all  of  which  has  long  since  been  replaced  with  new  ;  and  (3)  that  at 
least  $13,000  of  the  original  cost  of  the  Brunswick  street  school 
disappeared  with  the  building  when  it  was  pulled  down  to  give 
place  to  the  Alexandra  school. 

The  Richmond  school  was  completed  and  occupied  in  the  year 
18CtS,  the  Morris  street  school  in  1869,  and  the  Albro  street  school  in 
1870.  In  estimating  their  value,  an  allowance  should  be  made  for 
depreciation  brought  about  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  twenty-five 
years  use.  In  recent  years  all  expenditure  for  repairs  and  for  furni- 
ture have  been  charged  to  maintenance  account. 

Expendiixire  on  Debentures   Account  to  October,  187 i- 


School. 


Acadian 

Alhro  Street 

Brunswick  Street 

Campbell  Road 

Colonial  Market 

Convent 

City  Street. . .    

Jnglis 

Mason  Hall 

Morris  Street 

National 

Richmond,  ()1<1 

Richmond,  New  .... 

St.  Jolin's 

8t.  Luke's   

8t.  Mary's 

vSt.  Patrick's 

Thiee  Mile 

Lot  on  Common  .... 

Bloomfield 

Vinecove  Hall 

Zion 

Russell  Street 

Tower  Road 

D.  Sterling,  architect 
C.  Dart,  clerk 


6 


C 

o 
'■5 

s 

u 

a 

o 


$  3,617  001$  21,233  83 


*ll,600  00 


8,830  70 


806  00 
1,900  00 


1,2(X)  00 


4,048  90 


30,738  73 


15,637  93 


613  00 
453  50 


CO 

u 

Cm 

PC 


2,497  38 

208  52 

1,594  61 

12  33 

83  48 

8  88 

69  14 

71  38 

29  OS 

537  52 

.3,031  84 

81  23 

631  27 

219  76 

408  99 

911  32 

1,549  17 

7  40 


a 
u 

(X4 


1  00 

46  03 

259  12 


\    415  52 

1,920  33 

1,989  07 

13  37 

60  97 

300  52 

264  02 

67  51 

409  62 

3,012  30 

711 

6  00 
809  05 
531 
366 
937 
2,524  36 
10  70 


23 
60 
42 


12  20 
536  86 


$•27,953  70  S72  725  89  $12,2.50  45  814,898  65 


S 

^ 


$  2,912  90 

26,979  68 

19,232  58 

25  70 

144  45 

309  40 

333  18 

138  89 

438  70 

43.119  25 

3,742  84 

87  23 

17,078  25 

750  99 

775  59 

1,848  74 

4,073  53 

18  10 


1  00 

58  23 

795  98 

1,200  00 

613  00 

453  50 


$127,837  69 


*  Building  included. 

The  nine  department  building  to  replace  the  Russell  St.  school  and 
rooms,  reported  last  year  as  being  in  the  course  of  construction,  was 
completed  and  occupied  in  March  last.     The  building,  out-buildings, 
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grounds,  and  fences  cost  $15,028,  for  which  sum  debentures  at  4 J  per 
cent,  interest  per  annum  were  issued.  A  further  sum  of  about  $300 
was  charged  to  maintenance,  and  expended  for  plank  walks  *and 
grading.  The  rent  paid  for  the  buildings  which  constituted  the 
Russell  St.  school,  so-called,  was  $705  per  annum ;  the  interest  on  cost 
of  new  building  will  amount  to  $676  per  annum. 

On  the  completion  of  the  three  room  addition  to  Compton  Avenue 
school,  the  class-rooms  in  the  Victoria  and  Curren  halls  were  closed, 
and  the  teachers  and  children  transferred  some  td  Compton  Avenue, 
and  some  to  Bloomfield  schools.  The  addition  cost  $4196,  the  interest 
on  which,  at  4J  per  cent,  per  annum,  amounts  to  $188.82.  The  rent 
paid  for  the  two  rooms  vacated  was  $240  per  annum,  and  included 
heating  in  one  and  attendance  in  both.  The  Compton  Avenue  school 
is  now  an  eight  department  building. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  7,412,  with  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  5,001,  or  67  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  on  the 
registers.  The  table  also  show  that  1,803  pupils  attended  less  than 
100  days  out  of  a  possible  208  days. 

Apathy  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  parents,  truancy  especially 
among  the  boys,  and  perhaps  in  some  cases  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  are  chiefly  rtssponsible  for  this  want  of  regularity  in  the 
attendance.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  here  point  out  the  evil  effects 
arising  therefrom,  they  have  been  freely  commented  upon  in  nearly 
every  annual  report  since  the  introduction  of  our  free  school  system. 

We  have  now  a  remedy  in  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act,  which 
came  into  full  operation  in  August  last.  A  vigorous  and  systematic 
enforcement  of  the  clauses  of  the  Act  which  make  the  parent  or 
guardian  responsible  for  the  irregular  or  non-attendance  of  children 
under  their  care  or  control,  will  soon  bring  about  this  much  needed 
reform. 

A  "  Home,"  having  for  its  object  the  care,  management,  and 
education  of  habitual  truants,  is  an  urgent  necessity  if  the  truancy 
clauses  of  the  Act  are  to  be  rigorously  enforced.  The  only  institutions 
at  present  available  for  the  reception  of  truants  are  the  reformatories 
for  boy  criminals,  and  even,  if  they  were  in  other  respects  suitable, 
the  propriety  of  compelling  those  who  are  not  criminals  to  associate 
with  those  who  are,  is  to  say  the  least  questionable. 

In  his  report  to  the  Board  for  the  year  1890-91,  Supervisor  McKay 
called  attention  to  this  difficulty,  and  as  his  remarks  are  so  appropriate 
and  to  the  point,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  bringing  them  to  your 
notice.  He  said  :  "Very  properly  the  com'iiissioners  hesitate  in  many 
"cases  to  press  our  law  because  ♦  ♦  *  ^  serious  objection  arises, 
"  when  to  convict  means  that  the  boy  whose  only  offence  is  truancy  is 
made  to  associate  with  criminals.  Besides  the  stigma  that  attaches  to 
such  association  there  is  a  very  great  danger  of  moral  contamination. 
•*  It  is  a  principle  of  reformatory  institutions  that  success  means  the 
"  classification  of  criminals.  How  important  then,  that  boys  who  are 
**  not  criminals  should  not  be  so  classed — that  those  who  are  only  wild 


« 

c< 


112  HALIFAX    CITY    SCHOOLS. 


"  and  wayward  should  not  almost  certainly  be  hastened  on  a  downward 
"  career.     Let  them  be  saved  to  society  and  their  parents." 

He  then  goes  on  to  suggest  that  "  A  parental  home  should  be 
"  established  for  truants  and  incorrigible  boys.  Parents,  whose  boys 
"  are  there,  should  be  compelled  to  contribute  to  their  maintenance, 
"  according  to  their  means,  the  rest  of  the  cost  would  have  to  be  borne 
"  by  the  city.  The  institution  should  be  in  charge  of  a  superior 
"  teacher,  and  under  the  management  of  the  school  board.  In  such  a 
•'  school  the  boy  would  be  restrained,  protected,  taught  self-control, 
"  habituated  to  obedience,  instructed  in  industrial  work  as  well  as  in 
"  books,  and  above  all,  by  being  guarded  from  all  imputation  of 
"  criminality  while  in  school,  dismissed  therefrom  with  more  than  an 
"  even  chance  of  doing  well  in  after  life." 

A  "  Home,"  such  as  outlined  in  the  foregoing  extract,  provincial  in 
its  character  and  under  the  management  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  would  not  only  be  more  likely  to  secure  the  confidence  of 
the  public  than  if  a  private  undertaking,  but  would  at  the  same  time 
place  at  the  disposal  of  every  school  section  in  the  province  an 
institution  having  for  its  sole  object  the  moral,  mental,  and  manual 
training  of  truant  and  incorrigible  boys  committed  to  its  care. 

St.  Mary's  boys  school-house  has  been  leased  by  the  board  for  a 
further  period  of  ten  years,  at  a  rental  of  $1,025  per  annum.  The 
building  is  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the  owner,  who  is  also  to  keep  it 
insured. 

A  new  arrangement  has  also  been  effected  with  the  owners  of  the 
Dutch  Village  school-house  by  which  the  board  will  in  future  pay  a 
rental  of  $110  per  annum  for  the  biylding,  and  collect  the  regular 
tuition  fee  from  children  attending  the  school  whose  parents  or 
guardians  reside  outside  the  city  limits.  Previous  to  this  arrange- 
ment the  board  occupied  the  building  free  of  rent,  and  children  of 
non-resident  parents  attending  the  school  enjoyed  equal  school  privi- 
leefes  with  those  of  citizens. 

For  all  further  information  respecting  the  condition  of  our  city 
schools,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  exhaustive  report  of  the 
Supervisor,  which,  with  the  detailed  financial  statements  prepared  by 
the  Secretary,  will  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  be  published  in  the 
Commissioners*  Annual  Report. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  zealous 
and  energetic  manner  in  which  the  Supervisor,  Mr.  A.  McKay,,  con- 
tinues to  discharge  the  important  duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 
I  am  also  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  board  have  in  their 
Secretary,  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson,  a  painstaking  and  careful  executive  officer^ 
and  one  who  may  always  be  relied  upon  to  combine  economy  with 
efficiency  in  all  matters  of  expenditure  committed  to  his  management 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  LONGARD, 

uhairman. 
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SUPERVISOR'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman   and  Memhera  of  the  Board  of  School  Commis' 
8ioner8  for  the  City  of  Halifax : 

Gentlemen  : — 

Herewith  I  submit  for  your  information  statistical  tables  relating 
to  the  attendance  and  studies  of  the  pupils  of  the  Halifax  public 
schools  for  the  year  ended  July  3 1st,  1894. 

There  were  throughout  the  year  123  regular  department**,  and  one 
department  at  the  Industrial  school.  There  were,  besides,  for  about 
one-fourth  of  the  year,  supplementary  departments  in  Albro  street, 
Alexandra,  Compton  avenue,  Morris  street,  Richmond,  and  Young 
street  schools.  Besides  the  teachers  required  for  these  departments, 
there  were  three  teachers  of  special  subjects,  who  were  employed  on 
certain  days  of  the  week. 

There  were  employed  in  all,  132  teachers,  of  whom  one  acted  in  a 
dual  capacity.  Of  these,  17  were  males  and  115  females.  Of  the 
males,  4  held  grade  "  A  "  ;  10  grade  "  B  ** ;  1  grade  '*  C  "  ;  and  2  no 
license  valid  in  this  province.  Of  the  females,  1  held  grade  "  A  "  ; 
35  grade  "  B  "  ;    74  grade  "  C  '* ;  4  grade  "  D  "  ;  and  one  no  license. 

Of  the  teachers  now  on  the  staff,  about  one-half  have  been 
employed  in  our  schools  over  ten  years,  and  22  over  twenty  years. 
35  have  diplomas  from  the  Normal  school  at  Truro.  28  received  their 
professional  training  at  Mount  St.  Vincent.  68  have  had  no  profes- 
sional training  at  a  Normal  school.  Of  those  holding  Normal  school 
diplomas  from  Truro,  2  are  principals  of  schools.  Of  those  having 
no  Normal  school  diplomas,  11  are  principals.  The  self-taught 
teachers,  whose  preparation  for  their  work  consists  of  scholarship 
and  experience,  have  taken  somewhat  higher  rank  than  those  trained 
theoretically  at  the  Normal  school.  The  teachers  from  Mount  St. 
Vincent,  carefully  selected  as  to  their  natural  aptitudes,  and  practically 
trained,  have  for  several  years  been  ranked  higher,  on  an  average, 
than  anv  other  class  of  our  teachers.  22  teachers  are  marked 
superior ;  34  very  good  ;  48  good  ;  and  the  rest  below  the  average. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  registered  was  7,412,  or  279  more 
than  during  the  preceding  partial  year.  Of  these,  only  391  were  over 
fifteen  year3  of  age.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  4,942  :  the 
average  of  quarterly  percentages  being  75, —  a  considerable  improve- 
ment on  that  of  last  year.  The  sexes  were  very  nearly  equally 
divided  in  respect  of  numbers,  there  being  11  more  boys  than  girls. 
But  not  so  in  scholarship.  In  the  8th  grade  there  were  twice  as 
many  girls  as  boys,  and  in  the  academic  grades  8G  more  girls  than 
boys.  Boys  not  preparing  for  college  leave  school  at  an  earlier  age 
than  girls. 

8 
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VISITS. 

Not  many  of  tho  teachers  are  careful  to  enter  the  names  of 
visitors.  According  to  their  reports,  however,  there  were  574 
inspectoral  visits ;  272  commissioners'  visits  ;  and  less  than  2,000  by 
all  other  visitors. 

APPORTIONMENT    OF    TIME. 

If  we  are  to  judge  of  the  relative  values  of  school  studies  by 
the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  them,  the  three  R  s  are  still  looked 
upon  as  fundamental.  During  the  past  year  20  minutes  per  week 
more  than  formerly  were  devoted  to  copy-book  writing.  In  the 
attention  given  to  other  subjects,  there  seems  to  have  been  very  little 
change,  except  that  chemistry,  Latin,  and  Greek  apparently  take 
much  less  time  than  before. 

On  an  average,  30  minutes  per  week  are  devoted  to  health,  includ- 
temperance,  in  nearly  every  department.  This  is  ample  time  in 
which  to  do  the  subject  full  justice,  seeing  that  the  pupils  have 
Health  Readers  for  home  study. 

An  hour  each  week  has  been  devoted  to  drawing  lessons.  In  a 
few  departments  only  have  the  results  been  quite  satisfactory. 
The  same  might  be  said  of  the  object  lessons  given.  In  penmanship 
there  has  been  a  marked  improvement.  So  far  as  I  know  no  other 
schools  in  the  province  can  show  so  large  a  proportion  of  neat,  well- 
written  copy-books. 

There  has  been  a  decline  in  pure  kindergarten  work.  It  has  been 
found  very  difficult  to  keep  it  up  in  connection  with  first  grade 
reading  and  arithmetic  ;  yet  it  has  had  a  marked  influence  in  improv- 
ing, primary  work. 

In  the  higher  grades  there  was  no  special  change,  except  that 
Grade  XII.  had  more  than  twice  as  many  pupils  as  before, — many  of 
whom,  however,  took  only  a  partial  course.  This  grade,  which  is 
collegiate  rather  than  academic,  has  been  discontinued. 

teachers'  salaries. 

Grade  B  male  teachers  average  $7C9  per  year. 
ri       6  female      n  n       $481         n 

II         C  II  It  n         $315  II 

The  other  grades  are  exceptional.  There  has  been  no  increase  in 
the  average  of  teachers'  salaries  for  several  years. 

ACADEMIC   education. 

For  the  July  provincial  examination  of  1893,  I  reported  that  of 
the  Academy  pupils  159  had  passed  in  the  various  grades.  In  the 
July  examination  of  this  year  139  have  succeeded, —  7  A's ;  20  B's; 
40  C's,  and  63  D's. 

The  system  of  government  examinations  enables  us  tojudgeof  the 
state  of  education  in  the  various  educational  centres.  In  the  province 
there  are  30  stations  at  which  candidates  are  examined.     The  minority 
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of  them  are  usually  from  the  academy  or  high  school  at  the  station. 
I  will  limit  my  estimates  to  a  few  of  the  larger  centres  of  population 
that  show  the  best  percentages. 


Station. 


Halifax   

Amherst 

Truro  

Yarmouth   

New  Glasgow 

Pictou 

Lunenburg 

Antigonish 

Kentville 


a 


288 
61 

224 
87 

110 
96 
92 
64 

122 


o  b  O 
if -a  4» 


57% 
51 

47 
45 

35 
35 
35 
35 
34 


3 


16 
1 
17 
35 
13 
15 
14 


.3  e. 


^  /o 

49  •• 

53  " 

55  »• 

65  '• 

65  '• 

65  •• 

65  » 

66  " 


From  this  table  it  appears  that  Halifax  leads  the  province  in 
academic  education.  It  is  but  fair  to  say  that  if  the  comparison  had 
been  confined  to  grades  Band  C  Truro  Academy  would  have  sur- 
passed all  its  competitors.  Antigonish  sent  up  4  A's, — all  successful ; 
Pictou,  4  A's, — all  successful ;  and  New  Glasgow,  5  A's, — -4  successful. 
But  Halifax  sent  up  16  A's,  of  whom  11  were  successful,  besides  8 
candidates  for  a  partial  A  course,  of  whom  2  succeeded. 

Your  action  a  year  ago  in  discontinuing  the  grade  A  work  of  the 
academy  has,  I  believe,  met  with  the  approval  of  the  great  majority 
of  those  interested.  Yet  there  are  many  who  look  upon  it  as  a 
retrograde  movement.  It  is  therefore  desirable  to  state  the  reasons 
which  led  to  the  discontinuance  of  one  of  the  most  prosperous  classes 
of  the  academy. 

1.  As  already  stated,  the  work  of  this  class  was  collegiate  rather 
than  academic.  In  Classics,  Mathematics,  and  English  it  included  the 
first  year's  work  of  our  provincial  colleges,  and  in  Science  and  some 
other  subjects  much  more.  It  seemed  a  waste  of  energy  to  make  pro- 
vision in  our  academies  for  work  which  was  done  much  more 
thoroughly  in  our  colleges.  The  only  advantage  that  appeared  was 
that  no  fees  were  required  of  the  pupils.  But  the  great  majority  of 
our  people  believe  that  the  state  has  done  enough  for  higher  education 
when  it  has  made  it  free  to  the  gates  of  the  universities.  The  disad- 
vantage of  the  old  plan  was  the  lack  of  thoroughness,  and  consequently 
of  genuine  culture. 

2.  It  seemed  to  be  a  great  injustice  to  the  other  grades  of  the 
school  numbering  94%  of  the  attendance,  that  nearly  one-third  of  the 
teachers'  energies  should  be  devoted  to  6%  of  the  class.  There  are 
academies  in  the  province  dissipating  their  energies  on  a  few  grade 
A  pupils,  doing  them  as  well  as  the  rest  of  their  pupils  a  great  wrong. 
In   Halifax   Academy   the   case  was  not  quite  so  bad,  for  the  clasa 
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numbered  11  and  subsequently  22,  and  the  teaching  staff  was  such  as 
to  admit  of  division  of  labor  to  a  greater  extent.  Still  it  was  not 
considered  right  to  devote  as  much  time  to  one  class  of  22  as  to 
another  of  72. 

3.  The  course  for  grade  A  includes  more  than  can  be  fairly 
accomplished  by  the  average  pupil  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  ye^rs  of 
high  school  study, — more  than  can  be  fairly  compiehended  by  pupils 
of  the  average  age  of  from  16  to  18.  It  was  thought  that  it  would 
be  to  the  advantage  of  higher  education  if  candidates  for  grade  A 
were  required  to  take  a  college  course  in  connection  with,  or  previous 
to,  their  grade  A  studies.  That  would  imply  sufficient  maturity  and 
culture  in  those  who  are  to  occupy  the  highest  positions  in  our  public 
schools. 

4.  It  is  true  that  by  closing  grade  A  work,  grade  B  loses  the 
stimulating  effect  of  having  a  higher  class  to  strive  for,  and  the 
academy  loses  many  of  its  country  students  whose  industrious  habits, 
scholarship,  and  example  were  most  beneficial  to  our  city  pupils. 
But  if  the  extra  time  to  be  hereafter  devoted  to  the  other  grades  is 
judiciously  used  it  should  more  than  compensate  for  this  loss. 

The  public  school  system  is  greatly  simplified  by  the  withdrawal 
from  it  of  all  the  formidable  subjects  required  in  grade  A.  In  grade  B 
there  are  but  seven  compulsory  subjects, — English,  History,  Physics, 
Physiology,  Practical  Mathematics,  Algebra,  and  Geometry,  with  some 
review  of  Geography  and  Arithmetic.  The  ancient  and  modern 
languages  are  optional.  Many  look  upon  the  study  of  the  classics  as 
practically  useless  for  the  great  majority  of  our  pupils,  if  not  for  all, — 
not  only  useless  but  a  positive  loss.  Those  who  come  so  easily  to  that 
conclusion  should  remember  that  the  determining;  of  the  best  course  of 
study  to  develop  the  child  is  the  most  difficult  and  profound  of  all 
problems.  It  requires  the  highest  qualifications, — a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  human  nature  in  all  its  complexity,  and  a  comprehensive 
acquaintance  with  the  educational  experience  of  past  ages. 

The  members  of  the  Government,  as  possessing  more  than  the 
average  intelligence  of  those  whom  they  represent,  might  be  deemed 
qualified  to  draw  up  a  course  of  study  suited  to  the  average  needs  of 
our  citizens.  But  they  have  never  ventured  to  do  so.  Thi?*  task  they 
very  wisely  leave  to  experts,  and  we  are  required,  in  the  meantime, 
to  accept  their  conclusions. 

I  have  always  been,  as  many  of  you  are,  one  of  those  whose 
sympathies  were  drawn  to  the  so-called  practical  and  scientific  studies. 
But  I  must  admit  that  it  is  much  more  difficult  and  unusual  to  get  as 
good  results  from  them  as  from  the  classical  studies.  That  I  may  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  reason  for  this  does  not  change  the  fact. 

When  you  go  into  a  school  and  find  that,  as  a  class,  the  boys  who 
devote  themselves  exclusively  to  your  practical  studies  do  not  make 
nearly  as  good  progress  mentally  or  physically  as  those  who  study 
Latin  and  Greek,  you  stop  to  think,  and  you  hesitate  to  recomroend 
changes  of  which  you  do  not  know  the  effect. 
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It  is  a  surprising  fact  that  out  of  370  academic  pupils  from  the 
most  intelligent  homes  in  the  city,  287  deliberately  choose  Latin, 
although  it  is  one  of  their  most  difficult  studies.  They  give  as  a 
reason  that  the  study  of  Latin  "  does  them  more  good,"  by  which  they 
mean  that  it  gives  them  better  habits  of  study,  and  strengthens  their 
intellects  more  than  the  substitutes  that  are  offered  for  it. 

It  is  true,  as  some  one  says,  that  "  if  we  are  seeking  for  an  ideal 
curriculum  we  shall  fail,  as  the  wisest  men  in  all  ages  have  failed. 
A  healthy  discontent  with  our  present  circumstances  is  wise,  but  it  is 
also  wise  not  to  be  too  discontented.  No  practical  system  of  education 
produces  ideal  results,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  criticise  present  work 
from  an  ideal  standpoint.  The  reformer  in  education  has  always  the 
advantage.  The  actual  results  produced  by  present  arrangements  are 
not  as  good  as  they  might  be;  and  as  the  subjects  proposed  have  not 
been  subjected  to  the  crucial  test  of  actual  experience,  it  is  easy  to 
predict  that  under  the  new  system  there  will  be  no  friction,  and  that 
the  calculated  results  are  sure  to  be  obtained.  This  is  a  time  of  progress 
and  great  pedagogical  activity  ;  but  we  must  not  after  all  expect  too 
much  of  it." 

COMMON   SCHOOL  STUDIES. 

The  common  school  course  of  study  is  also  charged  with  being 
overloaded  with  subjects  of  which  many  are  said  to  be  useless.  Let 
us  inquire  into  the  facts.  The  25  teaching  hours  of  the  week  are 
thus  divided :  about  8  hours  are  devoted  to  reading,  spelling,  and 
the  meanings  of  words  ;  7  hours  to  arithmetic ;  2  hours  to  copy-book 
writing ;  1  hour  to  information  on  general  thingrs — useful  knowledge  ; 
1  hour  to  drawing;  2  hours  to  lessons  on  moral  and  patriotic  duties, 
and  restful  movements ;  3  hours  to  geography  and  history  ;  and  1 
hour  to  singing. 

Suppose  we  dropped  any  one  of  these  subjects,  what  is  the  other 
subject  to  which  the  time  could  be  devoted  without  wearying  the 
pupil  ?  And  which  of  these  subjects  could  be  dropped  without  a 
serious  loss  in  the  all-round  development  specially  required  by  the  child 
who  leaves  at  the  end  of  the  common  school  ?  Which  subject  could 
be  omitted  without  a  protest  long  and  loud  from  a  majority  of  the 
parents  ?  And  they  would  be  right.  There  are  not  too  many 
subjects,  nor  do  any  of  them  receive  too  much  attention  or  time. 
When  the  importance  of  incidental  teaching — the  concentration  of 
studies — comes  to  be  properly  understood  and  practised  by  teachers, 
our  common  school  curriculum  will  be  found  to  be  scientifically 
grounded  en  the  soundest  educational  principles.  It  will  then  be 
found' possible  to  master  all  the  suVyects  which  it  now  includes,  and 
also  to  give  much  more  attention  to  English  and  the  study  of  things 
instead  of  vocables,  making  and  doing  rather  than  memorizing. 

THE   TEACHER. 

In  a  system  of  education  it  is  desirable  to  have  good  school  houses. 
They  should  be  in  healthful  localities,'  should  be  well  ventilated, 
warm,  and  properly  lighted.  Tf  they  can  be  made  to  minister  to  the 
pupil's  aesthetic  culture  so  much  the  better    but  we  must  not  forget 
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that  nearly  all  our  greatest  scholars  and  best  men  were  educated  in 
very  plain  buildings,  with  poor  furnishings,  and  possessing  but  few 
comforts.  It  is  therefore  plain  that  elegant  buildings  and  costly 
furniture  are  not  essential  to  the  training  necessary  to  produce  great 
men  and  women. 

A  good  course  of  study  and  good  text-books  are  very  desirable. 
Much  time,  no  doubt,  has  been  wasted  on  the  study  of  subjects  not 
suited  to  the  child's  mental  development,  and  by  the  use  of  uncouth 
text-books,  which  fail  to  present  even  good  subjects  so  that  they  can 
be  appropriated.  But  there  is  so  little  yet  underntood  of  the  dis- 
ciplinary value  of  any  subject  of  study,  and  so  little  known  of  child- 
nature,  that  even  the  best  curriculum  cannot  differ  so  very  much  from 
the  poorest.  At  all  events  we  find  that,  of  our  great  men,  some  are 
trained  by  one  system,  and  some  by  another,  and  some  without  the 
help  of  any  system.  It  is  evident  then  that  the  curriculom  is  not, 
any  more  than  the  school  house,  the  important  thing  in  education. 
But  if  there  !s  any  one  thing  in  education  that  is  transcend  en  tally 
more  important  than  another,  it  is  the  teacher.  From  log  school 
houses,  with  a  poor  course  of  study  and  a  dearth  of  text-books,  there 
came  forth  the  greatest,  best,  and  even  the  most  refined  men  of  the 
last  generation  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

The  disadvantages  of  which  we  sometimes  complain  so  much,  sink 
into  insignificance  in  the  presence  of  the  strong  personality  of  a 
great  teacher.  Let  us  then  look  to  our  teachers  as  the  vital  part  of 
our  educational  system.  Let  them  be  "apt  to  teach,"  of  strong 
character,  and  well-trained,  and  we  need  not  fear  for  our  schools. 

This  brings  me  to  an  important  subject,  at  which  I  have  occasion- 
ally hinted  in  my  former  reports, — 

THE  TRAINING  OF  CITY  TEACHERS. 

Naturally  before  taking  action  on  such  an  important  matter,  we 
should  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  other 
countries.  In  Prussia,  candidates  for  the  teaching  profession  are 
required  to  have  a  good  elementary'  education  before  their  professional 
training  begins.  The  professional  course  of  study  is  for  three  years. 
Throughout  the  last  year  the  student  must  practise  teaching  for  not 
less  than  six  hours  per  week.  The  Normal  schools  are  small,  and 
there  are  many  of  them.  Evidently  there  is  no  desire  manifested  to 
build  up  one  great  central  institution  with  a  maximum  of  theory  and 
a  minimum  of  practice.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  and  after  three  years 
special  study,  the  student  passes  his  first  examination,  which  tests  not 
only  his  theoretical  knowledge,  but  also  his  skill  in  teaching.  The 
second  examination  must  take  place  after  two  years'  teaching,  and 
not  more  than  five  years  after  the  first. 

In  England,  teachers  in  order  to  obtain  certificates  must  be  at  least 
twenty  years  of  age,  must  pass  two  examinations  at  an  interval  of 
one  year  or  more,  and  must  have  given  satisfactory  proofs  of  their 
professional  ability  in  actual  service  for  two  years,  as  provisionally 
certificated,  or  for  one  year  as  assistants,  before  thev  can  be  admitted 
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to  the  first  examination.  Many  of  the  Normal  schools  arc  attached 
to  some  university,  and  the  students  may  be  certificated  chiefly  on 
the  results  of  the  university  examinations.  This  is  regarded  as  an 
important  advantage,  opening  before  the  student  a  wider  range  of 
knowledge,  and  promising  the  stimulus  of  broader  and  freer  views  on 
those  subjects.  There  are  on  an  average  eighty  pupils  in  each 
training  school. 

The  United  States  are  dotted  over  with  Normal  schools.  There 
are  State  Normal  schools —  sometimes  several  in  one  State.  There 
are  City  Normal  schools  in  nearly  every  large  town.  Of  these  Dr. 
Harris,  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education,  says :  "  If  any 
schools  for  the  training  of  teachers  in  this  country  ought  to  deserve 
the  name  of  professional,  it  is  the  class  known  as  City  Normal 
schools.  A  system  of  city  schools  is  an  educational  unit.  It  is 
natural  that  the  upper  class  of  the  High  school  should  be  looked  to 
for  the  material  of  which  to  make  teachers,  and  that  finally  a  Normal 
school  should  be  the  result  of  the  attempt  to  train  High  school  pupils 
for  teaching."  It  is  urged  that  the  State  Normal  schools  are 
inadequate  to  supply  the  city's  wants,  or  to  supply  the  kind  of 
training  specially  needed  in  the  city.  Although  in  the  United  States 
the  professional  training  of  teachers  does  not  receive  one  tithe  of  the 
attentioniyrhich  it  should,  yet  there  are  130  Normal  schools,  which  in 
1891  sent  out  five  thousand  graduates,  or  an  average  of  less  than  40 
from  each  school.  In  cities  of  the  size  of  Halifax  the  training  schools 
will  average  about  10  graduates  each.  They  have,  therefore,  abundant 
opportunities  for  practice  under  skilled  supervision  before  they 
receive  their  appointments. 

On  this  point  Dr.  Larkin  Dunton  says :  "  A  practice  school  is  to  a 
Normal  school  what  a  hospital  is  to  a  medical  school.  It  is  a  place 
for  verifying  and  illustrating  principles.  It  is  an  opportunity  to 
reduce  theory  to  practice.  The  theoretical  side  of  education  is  never 
fully  understood  till  it  is  supplemented  by  the  practical  side. 
Beginners  in  education,  like  beginners  in  everything  else,  need  to 
see  the  truth  at  first  in  the  concrete.  A  principle  of  teaching 
or  of  discipline  has  a  new  meaning  when  seen  in  its  application. 
Then,  too,  the  novice  never  knows  what  children  really  are  till  he 
sees  live  children  in  action.  The  sympathy  of  numbers,  the  contagion 
of  intellectual  activity,  the  power  of  example,  the  force  of  public 
opinion,  these  and  similar  factors  in  a  working  school,  must  be  learned 
ill  the  school  itself.  Power  and  skill  in  teaching  and  governing  are 
developed  by  teaching  and  governing.  The  development  of  skill  is 
more  rapid  if  practice  is  done  under  the  direction  of  experts.  The 
acquisition  of  skill  is  less  expensive  to  the  children  if  skill  is  gained 
in  the  practice  school.  Practice  work  by  the  Normal  pupils  should 
be  so  arranged  that  only  one  Normal  student  will  be  in  a  room  at  a 
time,  and  she  should  remain  for  several  successive  weeks.  Thus  no 
more  Normal  pupils  can  be  trained  in  the  practice  school  at  the  same 
time  than  there  are  classes  in  the  practice  school.  The  practice 
school  should  be  supplemented  by  teachers  in  various  parts  of  the  city 
selected  for  their  theoretical  knowledge  of  education,  and  practical 
skill  in  teaching  and  governing.      The  classes  under  the  charge  of 
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these  teachers  should  be  used  for  purposes  of  practice,  the  same  as  the 
classes  in  the  practice  school  itself.  By  this  means  the  poor  work  of 
novices  will  not  fall  heavily  upon  the  pupils  in  the  regular  classes  in 
the  practice  school.' 


*» 


In  Ontario  there  are  50  training  schools,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  25  students  each.  Over  three  months'  attendance  is  compul- 
sory before  beginning  to  teach.  But  in  Toronto  and  Hamilton  the 
time  is  extended  to  one  year.  In  Hamilton  the  pupil  teachers  are 
required  during  the  last  half  year  to  spend  one-half  of  every  day  in 
actual  teaching.  Inspector  Ballard  says  : — "  The  power  to  handle  a 
class  or  a  school  cannot  be  learned  theoretically.  There  is  no  royal 
road  to  it,  only  by  experience  extending  over  some  definite  consider- 
able time.  Nor  can  it  properly  be  allowed  that  a  class  should  be 
sacrificed  in  order  that  a  teacher  may  obtain  this  experience.  A  city 
system  of  education  may  very  properly  embrace  within  its  autonomy 
all  the  machinery  necessary  for  the  adequate  training  of  its  own 
teachers." 

From  all  that  I  have  said  it  is  evident  that  for  the  proper  profes- 
sional training  of  teachers  there  is  needed  ample  opportunity  for 
extended  practice  in  normal  conditions. 

There  is  a  Normal  school  at  Truro.  It  is  an  excellent  institution, 
well  equipped,  and  with  a  staff  of  earnest,  able,  and  enthusiastic  pro- 
fessors. But  it  lacks  the  essential  element, — an  opportunity  to  give 
to  its  students  adequate  practice  of  the  educational  theories  which  it 
propounds, — a  defect  which  it  can  never  overcome.  Shut  out  from 
the  public  schools  of  Truro,  for  some  years  now,  its  140  students  have 
scarcely  one  pupil  apiece  on  an  average  on  which  to  practice,  and  the 
larger  it  becomesthe  worse  its  plight  in  this  respect. 

The  Truro  school  board,  influenced  by  its  past  experience,  would 
scarcely  feel  justified  in  again  opening  its  schools  as  a  practice-ground 
to  more  than  about  15  pupil  teachers.  That  number  might  have  a 
stimulating  efl'ect  on  the  schools  and  be  themselves  greatly  benefited. 
An  overwhelmingly  greater  number  they  might  fail  to  assimilate,  as 
was  the  case  before  in  these  schools. 

Concentration  may  sometimes  become  a  great  evil.  Normal  school 
training,  to  become  effective,  must  become  decentralized.  Every  con- 
siderable community  with  scholastic  advantages  must  become  a  prac- 
tice field  for  would-be  teachers.  If  there  must  be  a  weakness  in  the 
teacher  8  training  let  it,  by  all  means,  be  in  the  theory  rather  than  in 
the  practice.  But  there  need  be  no  great  weakness  in  either, — for  a 
uniform  government  examination  can  test  both,  no  diff'erence  from 
what  source  they  come. 

Halifax,  as  the  capital  of  the  province,  has  exceptional  opportuni- 
ties for  the  training  of  its  teachers  : — 

1.  Manual  Training  is  given  by  Mr.  Nelson  Gardner,  class  A. 
To  the  skill  of  a  practical  workman  he  has  added  a  theoretical  study 
of  a  modified  Sloyd,  and  has  had  one  year's  successful  practice  in 
teaching  it. 
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2.  Music, — Miss  Ryan,  one  of  our  teachers,  is  an  excellent 
musician.  After  an  extensive  study  of  the  staff  notation,  and  of 
instrumental  music,  she  devoted  much  attention  to  tonic  sol-fa,  and 
passed  several  grades  of  examinations  from  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  College, 
London,  England.  She  has  had  great  experience  as  a  choir  trainer 
and  a  teacher  of  teachers. 

3.  Drawing. — The  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  is  able  to 
meet  any  demands  made  upon  it  by  teachers  for  painting,  drawing, 
or  modelling.  Besides,  our  teachers  are  now  enjoying  an  admirable 
course  of  lessons  taught  by  Sister  Colomba  of  Mount  St.  Vincent 
Academy,  and  founded  on  the  system  of  drawing  used  in  the  Chicago 
schools.  Other  institutions  in  the  city  could  also  furnish  excellent 
courses  in  drawinor. 

4.  Calisthenics. — Miss  Holmstrom,  a  thoroughly  qualified  graduate 
of  Baron  Nils  Posse's  Gymnasium,  Boston,  teaches  the  Swedish  system 
of  calisthenics  to  several  classes  in  Halifax.  There  are  likewise  other 
teachers  of  this  subject  here. 

5.  Well-equipped  laboratories  and  the  most  skillful  teachers  sup- 
ply Practical  Chemistry  and  Practical  Physics  in  Dalhousie  College. 

6.  There  are  also  courses  of  lectures  on  Psychology,  Pedagogics^ 
and  the  History  of  Education.  Professor  Murray,  who  lectures  on 
Psychology  and  the  Theor}'  of  Education,  has  no  superior  in  his  own 
subjects  in  this  country. 

7.  Courses  of  lectures  are  to  be  given  by  such  eminent  education- 
ists as  Professors  Macdonald,  H.  Murray,  MacGregor,  MacMechan, 
Lawson,  President  Forrest,  and  Principals  Kennedy  and  O'Hearn. 

8.  There  would  be  ample  opportunity  for  practice  under  the 
supervision  of  skilled  teachers.  The  129  departments  of  our  city 
schools  would  be  able  to  assimilate  the  new  material  required, — say  a 
class  of  10  or  15  student-teachers.  The  renewed  and  increased 
attention  given  to  method  would  greatly  stimulate  the  regular  as  well 
as  the  prospective  teacher. 

I  have  now  shown  that,  judgring  by  our  city  schools,  a  Normal 
school  training  devoid  of  practice  is  of  little  benefit  to  our  city- 
trained  girls  ;  that  careful  selection  and  much  practice  are  the  common- 
sense  elements  in  securing  the  best  teachers  ;  that  across  the  Atlantic 
the  Normal  schools  are  small,  with  a  two  or  three  years*  course,  and 
extended  normal  practice  in  normal  conditions ;  that  in  America  the 
tendency  is  towards  city  Normal  schools,  and  the  associating  of 
theory  with  an  apprenticeship  at  teaching  ;  that  in  our  city  there 
exists  the  greatest  facilities  for  the  complete  professional  training  of 
our  Academic  and  High  school  graduates — facilities  which  are  never 
likely  to  become  less. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  our  schools  it  is  but  natural, 
right,  and  economical  of  time  and  energy  that  it  should  be  filled  by 
one  trained  in  our  own  graded  schools,  and  familiar  with  our  system 
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and  environments.  Those  likely  to  make  the  best  teachers  cannot 
always  afford  to  go  to  Truro  Normal  school,  where  the  opportunities 
do  not  exist  for  an  ideal  professional  training ;  nor  should  they  be 
compelled  to  go  contrary  to  the  general  tendencies  shown  to  result 
from  experience  elsewhere.  That  we  will  appoint  them  to  our 
schools  is  certain.  Then  we  should  aUo  train  them  under  certain 
government  restrictions ;  and  our  training  should  be  recognized  as 
sufficient  for  our  purposes.  It  would  greatly  benefit  the  general 
education  of  the  province  if  work  of  this  kind,  wherever  done,  were 
tested,  and  when  efficient,  recognized.  Difficulties  in  the  way  ; — well 
it  seems  that  they  can  be  overcome  elsewhere. 

Apart  from  this  local  practical  work,  the  Truro  Normal  school  will 
alwa3's  have  its  own  special  field, — the  province  in  general.  There  it 
has  all  it  can  accomplish  and„  no  doubt,  it  will  always  do  its  work 
well.  It  should  lead  in  securing  this  reform  which  covers  work 
that  it  cannot  itself  accomplish.  It  would  then  retain  its  hold  on 
professional  training,  and  be  the  heart  of  the  system  for  the 
province ;  influencing  and  largely  determining  the  direction  of 
advanced  educational  thought. 

COMPULSORY    ATTENDANCE. 

In  last  year's  report  I  spoke  of  our  compulsory  attendance  law  as 
being  the  best  that  I  had  seen.  With  no  material  change  it  was 
adopted  by  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  where  it  has  been  vigorously 
enforced  with  the  best  possible  results,  proving  its  efficiency  when 
properly  administered.  We  should  have  this  wholesome  Act  enforced, 
in  a  humane  and  considerate  nianner  it  is  true,  but  enforced.  We 
should  not  make 

*'  A  scarecrow  of  the  law, 
Setting  it  up  to  fear  the  birds  of  prey, 

— till  custom  make  it. 
Their  perch  and  not  their  terror." 

It  should  be  incumbent  on  every  parent  to  shew  that  his  children 
are  receiving  at  least  the  minimum  education  required  by  this  board. 
Every  child  has  a  right  to  an  education  that  will  he!p  to  make  it 
self-supporting  and  a  useful  citizen.  Riches  are  not  a  substitute  for 
education,  although  education  is  a  good  substitute  for  riches.  Riches 
may  fail  and  leave  the  possessor  dependent  on  cnarity,  as  is  often  the 
case.  .  Poverty  should  not  be  a  bar  to  education.  Public  or  private 
charity  should  step  in  at  a  time  when  prevention  is  tenfold  better 
than  cure. 

An  English  member  of  parliament,  who  made  a  study  of  the 
German  .schools,  says  that  in  German}'  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
uneducated  class,  and  no  uncared-for  children.  He  believes  that  it 
is  owing  to  the  system  of  thorough  education  that  Germany  has 
almost  extinguished  the  pauper  and  setni-pauper  class,  which  is  the 
bane  and  disgrace  of  England.  An  education  of  the  proper  kind, 
given  to  every  child,  would  create  such  habits  of  industr}',  mental 
application,  and  self-control  as  wuuld  place  every  one  above  want, 
and  make  our  city  prosperous. 
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In  the  administration  of  this  law  there  should  be  no  delays.  It 
loses  all  its  point  and  efficacy  when  the  punishments  for  gross  care- 
lessness are  either  uncertain  or  long  deferred. 

There  is  one  amendment  most  urgently  needed.  When  badly 
disposed  children  approach  the  age  of  fourteen  their  conduct  in  school 
frequently  becomes  almost  intolerable.  They  become  indifferent 
because  they  feel  that  they  are  soon  to  be  free,  or  if  they  are  fourteen 
that  they  can  leave  at  any  time.  Many  of  them  have  attended  so  badly 
through  their  school  career  that  they  can  scarcely  read ;  yet  they 
leave,  and  spend  two  or  three  years  in  idleness  and  vice,  in  training 
for  Rockhead. 

The  same  evil  has  been  experienced  elsewhere,  and  has  been 
largely  prevented  by  requiring  the  attendance  at  school  from  the 
ages  of  fourteen  to  sixteen  of  all  who. are  not  up  to  a  certain  standard 
of  education,  unless  they  are  actually  engaged  at  work.  I  would 
strongly  recommend  this  amendment,  as  being  justified  by  experience 
and  common  sense.  In  the  upper  departments  of  our  schools  there 
are  ample  accommodations,  and  every  other  required  facility,  pro- 
vided and  paid  for  by  the  board,  and  they  should  be  utilized  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

THE   SCHOOL   SAVINGS*   BANK. 

The  benefit  arising  to  pupils  and  parents  from  a  well-conducted 
school  savings  bank  are  so  great  that  I  think  it  my  duty  again  to 
call  your  attention  to  this  subject  by  repeating  what  I  said  in  1892. 

In  Europe  the  school  savings  bank  is  a  fully  recognized  educational 
and  economic  institution.  To  manage  it  takes  but  fifteen  minutes 
a  week,  and  no  time  is  better  spent.  It  is  an  incentive  to  industry 
and  study.  This  teaching  of  thrift  is  usually  introduced  through  the 
practical  interest  of  school  directors  or  bankers,  who  are  quick  to  see 
the  benefit  it  necessarily  brings  a  community.  Frequently,  mostly 
in  fact,  the  savings  bank  to  have  the  school  deposit  in  trust  takes 
the  expense  of  furnishing  the  teacher's  roll-books,  blanks,  cards, 
envelopes,  and  slips  as  adapted  to  the  system.  When  a  child's 
savings  reach  one  dollar  he  is  given  a  separate  bank  book  by  the 
bank,  and  stands  in  the  light  of  an  adult  depositor  acting  through 
the  school  facilities.  When  he  has  three  dollars  he  is  allowed  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent,  on  his  deposit.  The  boys  and  girls  are 
thus  taught  how  money  grows  with  care.  They  are  told  from  time 
to  time  the  advantage  of  industry,  thrift,  and  business  knowledge. 
By  the  interest  thus  aroused  parents,  who  never  had  a  dollar  ahead, 
have  started  savings'  banks  accounts  for  themselves,  *'The  school 
savings'  bank  is  a  relief  measure  for  pauperism,  a  preventive  of 
crime,  a  developing  force  of  honesty,  sobriety,  and  peace." 

THE   SCHOOL   LIBRARY. 

In  our  public  schools  there  are  several  small  libraries  aggregating 
1600  volumes.  Of  these  the  academy  owns  800  valuable,  carefully 
selected  books.  They  have  been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  pupils, 
as  they  are  extensively  read  and  used  in  connection  with  their  school 
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work.  The  libraries  at  St.  Mary's,  Summer  street,  St.  Patrick's,  and 
Le  March  ant  street  schools  are  doing  good  work.  The  pupils, 
teachers,  and  parents  should  be  encouraged  to  add  to  existing  libraries 
and  to  form  others  where  none  now  exist. 

Unfortunately,  bad  books  are  cheaper  and  more  accessible  than 
good  ones.  The  teacher  has  scarcely  a  more  sacred  or  more  important 
duty  than  to  protect  his  pupils  from  the  seductive,  soul-destroying 
literature  that  abounds  on  every  side.  He  should  pre-occupy  the 
child's  mind, — creating  and  fostering  a  desire  for  good  reading.  He 
should  help  to  cultivate  a  taste  that  will  aid  the  pupil  in  his  studies 
while  at  school,  and  protect  him  after  he  leaves  school.  Happily  there 
never  was  a  time  when  it  was  so  easy  to  procure  classical  master- 
pieces suited  to  children  of  every  grade  and  disposition. 

In  some  schools  we  find  mottoes  on  the  blackboards,  pictures  on 
the  walls,  plants  in  the  windows, — all  tending  to  moral  culture  and 
proving  the  deep  interest  of  the  teacher  in  something  higher  than  the 
mere  routine  of  lessons.  We  praise  all  this,  but  much  more  let  us 
encourage  the  teacher  whose  interest  in  her  pupils  leads  her  to  have 
them  supplied  with  pure  literature, — a  good,  less  showy,  but  deeper 
and  more  permanent  in  its  effects. 

EXHIBITS. 

Tou  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  some  of  our  school  exhibits  at 
the  World  s  Fair  were  considered  worthy  of  the  award  of  a  diploma. 
Also  that  our  schools  were  successful  in  taking  the  greater  part  of  the 
medals  offered  at  the  late  Provincial  Exhibition  for  school  work.  Of 
course  there  was  not  much  competition,  but  some  of  the  work  in 
writing,  sewing,  drawing,  and  mapping,  was  most  creditable. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER   McKAY, 

Supervisor, 
Halifax,  November,  189i. 
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APPENDIX    D. 


SPECIAL   PROVINCIAL   INSTITUTIONS. 


(I-) 

HALIFAX  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  1894. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  seventy-seven,  viz. : 
forty-five  boys  and  thirty-two  girls,  of  whom  sixty-five  belong  to 
Nova  Scotia,  nine  to  Newfoundland,  two  to  New  Brunswick,  and  one 
to  Prince  Edward  Island.     The  foUowins:  table  gives  in  detail  the 

Ok  O 

whole  attendance : — 

Boya.  Girls.  Total. 

Pupils  of  previous  years  still  in  attendance. .  30  25  55 

Additions  during  the  year 8  4  12 

Absentees  expected  to  return 1  2  3 

Left  school  during  the  year 6  1  7 

45  32  77 

The  Institution  is  called  the  ''  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
at  Halifax,  N.  S."  The  name  of  the  Principal  is  James  Fearon.  The 
names  of  the  teachers  are  :  Miss  J.  Bateman,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Miss  M. 
Mosher,  Miss  L.  Mahony,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Forbes.  As  regards  subjects — 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  history  are  taught,  but  every  subject  is 
made  subservient  to  the  teaching  of  language.  The  following  table 
refers  to  the  ages  of  the  pupils  and  the  time  under  instruction  : — 

Number  of  pupils  under  fifteen  years  old 44 

"       over         •*           •*        •*   33 

Average  age  of  pupils 13 

Number  of  pupils  less  than  one  year  at  school 12 

*'       one  year  and  less  than  two  years  at  school ....  9 

two  years  and  less  than  three  years  at  school  10 

three  years  and  less  than  four  years  at  school  8 


«<  (( 


HEALTH. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  though  a  considerable 
amount  of  sickness  of  an  infectious  nature  was  present  in  the  city 
throughout  the  year,  the  health  of  the  pupils  in  the  institution  has 
been  remarkably  good.  Only  one  case  of  serious  illness  appeared 
during  the  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  session  one  pupil 
contracted  pneumonia,  but  he  is  now  quite  recovered,  and  is  back 
in  the  school-room. 
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THE   SCHOOL-ROOM. 


The  work  of  the  school-room  has  been  goinor  on  satisfactorily. 
The  teachers,  one  and  all,  have  been  faithful  and  energetic  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  good  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
several  classes.  Thirty-one  pupils  are  receiving  instruction  in 
articulation  and  speech-reading,  and  the  remainder  are  being  taught 
under  the  manual  system. 


NEW   BUILDING. 


A  new  building  is  in  contemplation,  and  it  is  expected  that  opera- 
tions will  begin  early  in  the  spring. 


(II.) 

HALIFAX  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  1894. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  table  of  attendance  shows  that  59  blind  persons  have  been 
under  instruction  during  the  past  year,  43  of  whom  were  male3  and 
16  females.  Seven  of  these  have  since  graduated  or  left  the  school, 
making  the  total  number  in  attendance  on  December  Ist,  1894,  52  ;  of 
whom  37  are  males  and  15  female«.  Of  these,  28  are  from  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  12  from  New  Brunswick,  4  from  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  8  from  Newfoundland. 

The  table  ot  attendance  is  as  follows  : 

Boya.  GiiU.         Adulta.       Total 

Registered  Dec.  1,  1898  32  13  2  47 

Entered  during  the  year 9  3  0  12 

Graduated  or  remained  home 5  1  I  7 

Registered  December  1,  1894 80  15  1  52 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  past  school  year  has  been  one  of 
steady  and  satisfactory  effort  upon  the  part  of  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  teachers  have  brought  to  their  work  added  experience, 
zeal  for  the  progress  of  their  pupils,  and  ambition  to  have  the  school 
retain  its  good  name  and  reputation.  Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the 
new  education,  they  have  faithfully  striven  to  discharge  their 
responsible  duties,  so  as  to  secure  the  best  results,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  respect  and  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  l)y  the  pupils  is 
well  deserved. 

MODERN    LANGUAGES. 

Recognizing  the  desirability  of  opening  up  to  our  graduates 
special  literary  callings,  and  availing  ourselves  of  the  experience  of 
similar  institutions  abroad,  a  regular  course  in  modern  languages  has 
been  adopted,  and  instruction  has  been  given  to  four  of  the  older 
pupils  with  a  view  to  their  becoming  teachers  of  French  and  German. 


SPECIAL    INSTITUTIONS.  127 


Prof.  Lanos  has  undertaken  the  instruction  in  French,  and  Fraulein 
(Ellars  in  German.  In  this  new  department  one  practical  end  is  kept 
steadily  in  viei^,  namely,  preparing  our  pupils  to  earn  their  own  livli- 
hood.  If  the  experiment  proves  as  great  a  success  as  we  anticipate, 
a  new  and  wide  iBeld  of  usefulness  will  be  opened  to  the  blind. 

TECHNICAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Work  in  the  electrical  department  has  passed  beyond  the  experi- 
mental stage.  S.  J.  Harivel,  the  enthusiastic  instructor,  has  himself 
exploited  this  new  field  of  occupation  for  the  blind,  and  inspired  by 
his  success  and  enthusiasm,  the  pupils  of  his  class  are  ambitious  to 
prove  that  they,  too,  can  become  experts  in  special  electrical  work. 
In  our  workshop  several  young  men  are  being  trained  as  willow 
basket  makers  ;  while  others  are  being  taught  the  re-seating  of  cane- 
bottom  chairs. 

ENLARGED    BUILDING,   ETC. 

One  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  contend  in  educa- 
ting the  blind  arises  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  best  years  for 
educational  work  are  lost.  Our  pupils  enter  the  school  at  ten  years 
of  age.  Prior  to  that  time  they  have  received  no  training  whatever, 
and  many  of  them  are  the  victims  of  indulgence,  ignorance,  or 
neglect.  No  argument  is  necessary  to  prove  that  these  little  blind 
children  suffer  physically,  mentally,  and  morally  during  these  years 
of  inactivity.  If  this  l^e  true,  and  it  surely  is,  it  would  not  be  asking 
too  much  of  the  governments  and  legislatures  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  and  Newfoundland  to  allow  us  to  take  the  children  at  six 
instead  of  ten  years  of  age. 

In  our  present  school  buildings,  the  maximum  number  of  pupils 
that  can  be  accommodated  is  sixty,  and  having  due  regard  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  all  within  the  establishment,  the  number  of 
resident  pupils  should  not  exceed  fifty-six.  Of  the  fifty-two  pupils 
now  on  the  register,  fifty-one  are  resident  in  the  school,  and  already 
we  have  found  it  necessary  to  turn  our  trunk  room  into  a  dormitory 
for  the  domestics. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  names  of  probable  pupils  now  on 
the  books,  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  school  will  continue  to  increase  in 
numbers  for  several  years  to  come.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  evident 
that  some  measure  should  soon  be  taken  to  provide  increased  accom- 
modation. In  the  meantime  the  friends  of  the  blind  should  unite 
in  subscribing  towards  a  building  fund,  in  order  that  the  board  of 
managers  may  see  their  way  clear  to  meet  the  emergency  at  the 
threshold. 
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(III.) 

MCTORIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir: — I  beg  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  the  rf»port  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Victoria  School 
of  Art  and  Design,  for  the  year  ended  June,  1893-94. 

The  attendance  of  students  in  the  regular  classes  was  as  good  as 
usual.  There  was  besides  a  special  class  of  50  teachers,  who  took  a 
course  in  Object  Drawing.  This  cla.ss  was  of  great  bt^netit  to  the 
public  schools.  It  enabled  many  teachers  to  teach  drawing  from  the 
object  instead  of  from  the  flat — thus  making  this  subject  of  much 
greater  educational  value.  There  was  also  the  usual  class  from  the 
Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  mechanical  class  numbers 
about  60,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  apprentices,  and  therefore  receive 
their  tuition  free.  There  were  in  all  about  200  students.  At  the 
Provincial  Exhibition  several  of  them  were  awarded  medals.  The 
work  of  the  school  as  a  whole  was  also  creditable,  and  was  awarded  a 
diploma. 

TheArt  School  is  gradually,  though  slowly,  growing  in  favor  with 
mechanics.  The  want  of  proper  accommodation  is  a  serious  loss,  and 
greatly  hinders  more  rapid  developn^ent. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  McKAY, 

Seci'etary. 

Halifax,  January,  1895, 
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VICTORIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN,  HALIFAX. 

(X2Xcorpoz«,t«dL     2L  8  6  8-) 


DIRECTORS,  i8gyg4, 

1?    njx:  '      (The  Superintendent  of  Education, 
Ex^Officio  .  -^  rj.^^^  y^YOK  OF  Halifax. 

Mrs.  Leonowens,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fuller,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny,  Mr.  E.  P.  Archbold, 

Miss  E.  Ritc:hie,  Mr.  Geo.  Harvey, 

Miss  H.  Allison,  Mr.  D.  Keith, 

Mr.  J.  Dempster,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Dr.  J.  G.  MacGregor,  Mr.  M.  Dwyer. 
Mr.  a.  McKay. 

Auditors. 

Ma  Thomas  Brown, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson. 


President Mayor  Keefe. 

Vice-President Dr.  Mac  Kay. 

Treasurer Mr.  J.  M .  SxMITH. 

Secretary Mr.  A.  McKay. 


TEACHING    STAFF. 

Head  Master, 

Mr.  Ozias    Dodge,  (Yale    Un.) 

Assistant  Teachers, 

Mechanical  Drawing J.  T.  Larkin,  Engineer, 

Architectural  Drawing 

Saturday  Class. 
Miss    M.    Graham. 

9 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  in  Account  with  the  Victoria  School  of  Art 

A*ND  Design. 

Endoivment  Fund : — 

Amount  from  1893 8  7,702  40 

Building  Fund: — 

Amount  from  1893 8,000  00 

Current  Account^Receipts : —  • 

School  Fees,  etc $221  50 

Government  Grant 600  00 

City   Grant 500  00 

Membership  Fees 15  00 

Interest    551  55 

1,888  05 

817,590  45 

Diabureementa : — 

Salaries 81575  00 

Rent 200  00 

Fuel  and  Light 79  28 

School  Supplies  40  80 

Janitress 114  08 

Sundries   5  60 

82014  76 
Balance,  September,  1893 3228  80 

85243  56 

Town  of  Kentville  Bonds 85100  00 

City  of  Halifax  Consols 4050  00 

Deposit  Receipts  Bank  N.  S 2200  00 

Open  account 96  89 

12,346  89 

817,590  45 

JOHN  M.  SMITH, 

Treasurer. 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  ^9th  Sept,  1891 
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EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTES. 


(I.) 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  OF  SCIENCE  FOR  THE  ATLANTIC  PROVINCES. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Eighth 
Annual  Session  of  the  Sumirer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  of  Canada,  held  at  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  1.,  July  4th — 19th, 
1894. 

The  usual  Calendar  was  issued  in  October,  1893,  giving  an  outline 
of  the  subjects  to  be  studied,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to  those 
preparing  to  attend  the  school.  Students  were  thus  enabled  to  read 
in  advance  the  subjects  to  be  studied  at  the  school.  The  school  was 
opened  by  a  public  meeting  in  the  Opera  House,  Charlottetown,  on 
Wednesday,  the  4th  of  July,  and  closed  on  the  19th.  Classes  were 
conducted  in  the  Prince  Street  school.  There  were  93  students 
enrolled,  the  greater  number  of  whom  were  teachers — 49  from  Prince 
Edward  Island.  25  from  New  Brunswick,  18  from  Nova  Scotia,  and 
1  from  the  United  States.  Eight  hours  each  day  were  devoted  to 
lectures  and  laboratory  work,  conducted  by  specialists  in  the  subjects 
undertaken  by  them,  and  the  acknowledged  leading  educationists  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces  in  their  several  departments. 

Opportunities  for  excursions  to  places  of  scientific  interest  are 
fewer  in  P.  E.  Island  than  in  the  neighbouring  provinces  ;  the  excur- 
sions undertaken  by  the  school  were  consequently  not  so  successful 
as  in  former  years. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  with  Rev.  Dr.  Mclntyre,  of  Denver, 
Col,  for  a  series  of  lectures  on  "The  Creative  Week."  Shortly  before 
the  meeting  of  the  school  circumstances  arose  which  prevented  Dr. 
Mclntyre's  coming.     It  was  then  too  late  to  arrange  for  any  lecture. 
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Among  the  prominent  citizens  showing  attention  to  the  school 
were  Lieut-Governor  Howlan,  Ex-Governor  S.  Heath  Haviland,  Hon. 

D.  Laird,  Wm.  Heard,  Esq.,  and  others. 

The  "  Round  Table  Talks,"  begun  last  year,  were  continued.  Most 
interesting  and  profitable  discussion  was  had  on  the  following 
subjects : — 

*'  Music  as  an  Educational  Factor  " Introduced  by  Rev.  J  ah.  Anderson,  M.A. 

'*  Humanitarian  Influence  of  Science  Teaching''      **  Prof.  J.  Bkittain. 

"  The  Kindergarten  " Papers  by    Mrs.  S.  B.  PATTKRaoN,  and 

Miss  Mackenzie. 

At  the  close  of  the  school,  certificates  were  awarded  to  those  who 
passed  examinations  on  the  courses  followed. 

The  Summer  School  of  Science  is  now  an  established  educational 
agency,  and  is  yearly  increasing  in  usefulness.  «  The  management  is 
gradually  enlarging  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken,  and  modifying 
it  to  suit  the  changing  educational  conditions  of  the  time. 

Patrons  of  the  school  were  elected  this  j-ear  for  the  first  time 
as  follows : — 

For  Nova  Scotia General  Montgomery  Moore,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Forces,  British  North  America. 

For  New  Brunswick  ..Sir  S.  L.  Tilley. 

For  P.  E.  Island Hon.  T.  Heath  Haviland. 

The  next  session  of  the  school  will  be  held  in  Amherst,  N.  S.  from 
the  3rd  to  the  18th  of  July,  1895. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  and  instructors  for  1895  :  — 

OFFICERS : 

President 
Rev.  W.  W.  Andrews,  M.  A Mt.  Allison  University,Sackville. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Principal  A.  Cameron    County  Academy,  Yarmouth.     * 

Prof.  J.  Brittain Normal  School,  Fredericton. 

E.  Stewart,  Esq Supervisor  Schools,  Charlottetown. 

Sect'etary-  Treasure  r. 
Principal  J.  D.  Seaman Prince  St.  School,  Charlottetown. 

Executive  Committee, 

J.  K.  Dorsey,  M.  D.,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Patterson, 

Rev.  G.  J.  GuLTON,  B.  A.,  Inspector  Craig, 

The  President,  and  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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FACULTY : 

Astronomy. 
Principal  A.  Cameron    County  Academy,  Yarmouth. 

Botany, 

Antoinette  Forbes,  B.  A County  Academy,  Yarmouth. 

N.  D.  MacTavish "  Amherst. 

Chemistry, 
Prof.  Brittain , . .  Normal  School,  Fredericton. 

Civics. 
Principal  W.  T.  Kennedy County  Academy,  Halifax. 

Elocution, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Landers* Mt.  Allison  University,  Sackville. 

English  Literature, 
Principal  A.  Cameron    County  Academy,  Yarmouth, 

Geology  and  'Mineralogy. 
Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwell Acadia  College,  Wolfville. 

Kindergarten. 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Patterson Normal  School,  Truro. 

Music  f  Tonic  Sol-Fa). 
Rev.  James  Anderson,  M.  A.  ...Toronto. 

Pedagogics  and  Psychology. 
J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D 'Normal  School,  Truro. 

Physics. 
Prof.  W.  W.  Andrews,  M.  A Mt.  Allison  University,  Sackville. 

Physiology  and  Hygiene. 
Principal  E.  J.  Lay County  Academy,  Amherst. 

Zoology  and  Entomology. 
Principal  G.  J.  Oulton,  B.  A.  .  .County  Academy,  Dorchester. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  SEAMAN, 
Charlottetown,  p.  E.  I.,  Dec,  189^.  Secretary. 
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(II.) 

TEACHERS'   ASSOCIATIONS. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  AND  WEST  COLCHESTER 

The  Teacher's  Association  for  district  No.  10  met  in  annual  session 
at  Springhill  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  December  8th  and  9th,  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  teachers  being  present.  Besides  the  teachers, 
Superintendent  of  Education  (Dr.  MacKay),  Prof.  Lee  Ru.s.sell  of  the 
Provincial  Normal  School,  Truro,  and  Inspector  Craig  were  present. 
The  session  was  one  of  the  most  profitable  and  interesting  yet  held. 

On  Wednesday  evening  a  reception  was  tendered  the  visitors  by 
the  Springhill  teachers.  A  good  programme  was  furnished  by  the 
orchestra,  assisted  by  the  leading  musical  talent  of  the  town. 

Inspector  Craig,  president  of  the  accociation,  opened  the  first 
session  on  Thursday  morning  with  a  short  address  of  welcome,  after 
which  the  programme  of  the  session  was  taken  up,  the  first  being  a 
paper  on  "  The  Teaching  Profession,"  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Ferguson  of 
Tatamagouche.  W.  R.  Slade  of  Oxford,  read  an  excellent  paper  on 
"  The  Effect  of  Alcohol  in  the  Tissues."  These  papers  elicited  more  or 
less  discussion.  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford  gave  a  lesson  illustrative  of  the  tonic 
sol-fa  system. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Prof.  Lee  Russell  gave  a  splendid  paper 
on  "  Manual  Training."  Miss  Peppard  of  Onslow,  read  a  very  interest- 
ing paper.  In  the  evening  a  rousing  educational  mass  meeting  was 
held  in  Fraser's  Hall,  town  clerk  McLeod  presiding.  Addresses 
were  given  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  MacKay,  Prof.  Lee  Russell,  and 
Inspector  Craig  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wright.  Splendid  music  was  furnished 
by  the  Springhill  orchestra. 

The  first  matter  of  business  taken  up  the  next  morning  was  the 
election  of  the  following  oflBcers  : 

President Mr.  Craig. 

Vice-President A.  S.  Ford. 

Sec-Treasurer A.  D.  Ross. 

The  Executive  consist  of  the  above  officers,  and  Messrs.  Ferguson 
(Tatamagouche),  Campbell  (Parrsboro),  Slade  (Oxford),  and  Misses 
West  (Amherst),  Grant  (Springhill),  Cameron  (Parrsboro),  and 
Crandall,  (Oxford). 

After  the  election  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford  gave  another  lesson  in  the  tonic 
sol-fa  system.  Mr.  Scanlan  of  Nappan,  who  spent  a  large  portion  of 
his  vacation  at  the  World's  Fair,  three  days  of  which  were  spent  io 
the  educational  department,  read  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
paper  on  "  The  Educational  Exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair."  Principal 
Ruggles  of  Acadia  Mines,  with  a  class  tron  the  Springhill  academy, 
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gave  a  lesson  illustrative  of  his  method  of  teaching  writing.  Princi- 
pal Torey  of  Springhill,  read  a  paper,  **  Short  Cuts  in  Arithmetic." 
The  discussion  of  these  papers  occupied  considerable  time  and  were 
very  interesting.  Inspector  Craig  gave  a  valuable  talk  on  "  School 
Returns.' 


if 


At  the  afternoon  session  Principal  Campbell,  Parrsboro,  read  a 
paper  on  *'  The  School  Section  as  an  Educator."  This  paper  called 
forth  much  praise,  and  by  request  of  the  convention  will  be  published 
in  the  Educational  Review.  A  paper  on  "  The  Teaching  of  Mathe- 
matics "  was  read  by  Principal  Heal}^  Pugwash.  After  the  discus- 
sion of  these  papers  and  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  MacKay,  "  The 
Course  of  Study  "  was  thrown  open  for  discussion,  and  all  seeming 
difficulties,  as  presented  by  the  different  teachers  present,  were 
explained  away  by  the  Superintendent,  Dr.  MacKay,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  convention. 

The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  Dr.  MacKay  and  Principal  Russel  for 
their  valuable  assistance,  the  railways  for  reducing  fares,  the  teachers 
and  town  council  for  their  reception,  etc.,  were  passed.  Much  regret 
was  expressed  that  Mr.  E.  J.  Lay,  principal  of  the  Amherst  academy, 
was  prevented  from,  being  present  by  the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Lay 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lay,  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford,  on  behalf  of  the  Amherst 
teachers,  extended  a  heart}'  invitation  to  the  convention  to  meet  at 
Amherst  at  their  next  session,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  con- 
vention the  invitation  was  accepted — Halifax  Herald, 


HANTS    AND    KINGS    COUNTIES. 

The  teachers  of  Inspectoral  District  No.  5  concluded  a  very  suc- 
cessful Association  on  December  22nd,  1893.  The  meetings  were  held, 
principally,  in  the  new  Wolfville  school.  About  one  hundred  teach- 
ers were  in  attendance.  After  the  enrolment  of  members  Inspector 
Roscoe,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  welcomed  the  Association  to  the 
university  town  of  Wolfville,  and  hoped  the  surroundings  might  be 
congenial  to  all.  He  welcomed  their  teachers  to  their  homes,  and  to  the 
meetings  of  this  educational  gathering,  and  felt  assured  from  the  deep 
interest  each  had  in  the  work  to  be  done,  no  one  would  leave  a  word 
unsaid  that  may  bring  help  to  a  fellow-teacher. 

Mr.  Stephen  Rogers  of  Habitant,  read  the  first  paper  on  "  The 
Relation  of  Parents  to  the  School."  In  early  times  the  education  of 
the  child  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  parents.  Even  now,  when 
teachers  are  specially  trained  to  teach,  young  parents  often  persist  in 
interfering  with  the  teacher  in  his  duties.  He  maintained  that 
parents  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  teacher  in  the  selection  of 
studies  and  text-books,  so  long  as  he  follows  the  course  of  study  as  a 
guide.  The  studies  of  the  course — imperative  and  optional — were 
wisely   selected   and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  of   public 
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(II.) 

TEACHERS*   ASSOCIATIONS. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  AND  WEST  COLCHESTER. 

The  Teacher's  Association  for  district  No.  10  met  in  annual  session 
at  Springhill  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  December  8th  and  9th,  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  teachers  being  present.  Besides  the  teachers, 
Superintendent  of  Education  (Dr.  MacKay),  Prof.  Lee  Russell  of  the 
Provincial  Normal  School,  Truro,  and  Inspector  Craig  were  present. 
The  session  was  one  of  the  most  profitable  and  interesting  yet  held. 

On  Wednesday  evening  a  reception  was  tendered  the  visitors  by 
the  Springhill  teachers.  A  good  programme  was  furnished  by  the 
orchestra,  assisted  by  the  leading  musical  talent  of  the  town. 

Inspector  Craig,  president  of  the  accociation,  opened  the  first 
session  on  Thursday  morning  with  a  short  address  of  welcome,  after 
which  the  programme  of  the  session  was  taken  up,  the  first  being  a 
paper  on  "  The  Teaching  Profession,"  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Ferguson  of 
Tatamagouche.  W.  R.  Slade  of  Oxford,  read  an  excellent  paper  on 
"  The  Effect  of  Alcohol  in  the  Tissues."  These  papers  elicited  more  or 
less  discussion.  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford  gave  a  lesson  illustrative  of  the  tonic 
sol-fa  system. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Prof.  Lee  Russell  gave  a  splendid  paper 
on  "  Manual  Training."  Miss  Peppard  of  Onslow,  read  a  very  interest- 
ing paper.  In  the  evening  a  rousing  educational  mass  meeting  was 
held  in  Eraser's  Hall,  town  clerk  McLeod  presiding.  Addresses 
were  given  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  MacKay,  Prof.  Lee  Russell,  and 
Inspector  Craig  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wright.  Splendid  music  was  furnished 
by  the  Springhill  orchestra. 

The  first  matter  of  business  taken  up  the  next  morning  was  the 
election  of  the  following  officers  : 

Preaiihnt Mr.  Craig. 

Vice-President A.  S.  Ford. 

Sec.' Treasurer A.  D.  Ross. 

The  Executive  consist  of  the  above  officers,  and  Messrs.  Fehguson 
(Tatamagouche),  Campbell  (Parrsboro),  Slade  (Oxford),  and  Misses 
West  (Amherst),  Grant  (Springhill),  Cameron  (Parrsboro),  and 
Crandall,  (Oxford). 

After  the  election  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford  gave  another  lesson  in  the  tonic 
sol-fa  system.  Mr.  Scanlan  of  Nappan,  who  spent  a  large  portion  of 
his  vacation  at  the  World's  Fair,  three  days  of  which  were  spent  in 
the  educational  department,  read  a  very  interesting  and  instructive 
paper  on  "  The  Educational  Exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair."  Principal 
Ruggles  of  Acadia  Mines,  with  a  class  tron  the  Springhill  academy. 
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gave  a  lesson  illustrative  of  his  method  of  teaching  writing.  Princi- 
pal Torey  of  Springhili,  read  a  paper,  **  Short  Cuts  in  Arithmetic." 
The  discussion  of  these  papers  occupied  considerable  time  and  were 
very  interesting.  Inspector  Craig  gave  a  valuable  talk  on  "  School 
Returns." 

At  the  afternoon  session  Principal  Campbell,  Parrsboro,  read  a 
paper  on  *•  The  School  Section  as  an  Educator."  This  paper  called 
forth  much  praise,  and  by  request  of  the  convention  will  be  published 
in  the  Educational  Review.  A  paper  on  "  The  Teaching  of  Mathe- 
matics "  was  read  by  Principal  Heal}^  Pugwash.  After  the  discus- 
sion of  these  papers  and  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  MacKay,  "  The 
Course  of  Study  "  was  thrown  open  for  discussion,  and  all  seeming 
difficulties,  as  presented  by  the  different  teachers  present,  were 
explained  away  by  the  Superintendent,  Dr.  MacKay,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  convention. 

The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  Dr.  MacKay  and  Principal  Russel  for 
their  valuable  assistance,  the  railways  for  reducing  fares,  the  teachers 
and  town  council  for  their  reception,  etc.,  were  passed.  Much  regret 
was  expressed  that  Mr.  E.  J.  Lay,  principal  of  the  Amherst  academy, 
was  prevented  from,  being  present  by  the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Lay 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lay,  Mr.  A.  S.  Ford,  on  behalf  of  the  Amherst 
teachers,  extended  a  heart}'  invitation  to  the  convention  to  meet  at 
Amherst  at  their  next  session,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  con- 
vention the  invitation  was  accepted — Halifcix  Herald, 


HANTS    AND    KINGS    COUNTIES. 

The  teachers  of  Inspectoral  District  No.  5  concluded  a  very  suc- 
cessful Association  on  December  22nd,  1893.  The  meetings  were  held, 
principally,  in  the  new  Wolfville  school.  About  one  hundred  teach- 
ers were  in  attendance.  After  the  enrolment  of  members  Inspector 
Roscoe,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  welcomed  the  Association  to  the 
university  town  of  Wolfville,  and  hoped  the  surroundings  might  be 
congenial  to  all.  He  welcomed  their  teachers  to  their  homes,  and  to  the 
meetings  of  this  educational  gathering,  and  felt  assured  from  the  deep 
interest  each  had  in  the  work  to  be  done,  no  one  would  leave  a  word 
unsaid  that  may  bring  help  to  a  fellow-teacher. 

Mr.  Stephen  Rogers  of  Habitant,  read  the  first  paper  on  "  The 
Relation  of  Parents  to  the  School."  In  early  times  the  education  of 
the  child  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  parents.  Even  now,  when 
teachers  are  specially  trained  to  teach,  young  parents  often  persist  in 
interfering  with  the  teacher  in  his  duties.  He  maintained  that 
parents  bad  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  teacher  in  the  selection  of 
studies  and  text-books,  so  long  as  he  follows  the  course  of  study  as  a 
guide.  The  studies  of  the  course — imperative  and  optional — were 
wisely   selected   and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  of   public 
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Miss  Lily  A.  Scott  of  Wolfville,  gave  a  very  interesting  lesson  on 
Scientific  Temperance  "  to  a  class  of  Grade  IV  pupils.  She  illas- 
trated  by  the  use  of  a  microscope  how  alcohol  is  made,  explained  its 
poisonous  effects  upon  muscle,  brain,  etc.  She  declared  it  a  thief,  and 
proved  the  truth  of  Shakspeare's  lines:  "  Men  put  an  emeny  in  their 
mouth  to  steal  away  their  brains."  She  showed  the  necessity  of  pro- 
tection against  this  thief.  The  door  must  be  locked.  The  key  was 
the  temperance  pledge. 


Mr.  Isaac  Crombie,  B.  A.,  of  Hantsport,  gave  a  paper  on  "Spelling." 
In  a  concise  and  practical  manner  he  described  his  experience  in 
teaching  this  difficult  subject  to  Grades  IX  and  X.  He  said  that 
having  learned  that  memorizing  long  lists  of  words — minus  sense  and 
context — was  a  failure,  he  adopted  the  dictation  method.  This  was 
best  performed  by  assigning  a  number  of  words  which  the  pupils 
were  to  use  in  sentences  that  would  clearly  illustrate  their  meaning. 
As  a  means  of  arriving  at  the  meaning  of  the  words  he  required  his 
pupils  to  learn  the  rootSy  prefixes,  and  sujffixeSy  and  derive  their  mean- 
ing from  the  original  language.  This  plan  worked  well  with  him. 
Mr.  C.  urged  the  importance  of  the  use  of  the  Superseded  Speller  in 
our  Schools. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  teachers  were  entertained  by  Inspec- 
tor Roscoft,  where  they  met  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of 
Education;  Professor  Tufts  and  Coldwell  of  Acadia  College;  Prof. 
Oakes  of  Horton  Academy ;  Prof.  Faville  of  the  Horticultural  School, 
and  Dr.  Hall  of  the  Normal  School.  Music,  games  and  the  discussion 
of  educational  topics  were  heartily  engaged  in  ;  and  all  seemed  to 
extract  pleasure  from  the  occasion. 

Thursday,  a.  m.,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sturk  read  a  paper  on  "The  School 
Master  and  his  Work."  He  showed  the  important  mission  of  the 
teacher,  how  he  moulded  the  youthful  mind  when  it  is  "  wax  to 
receive,  but  marble  to  retain."  This  paper  was  well  received  from  a 
teacher  so  young  as  the  writer. 

The  Association  then  repaired  to  Prof.  Cold  wells  laboratory  in 
the  college,  and  were  entertained  and  instructed  in  the  Professor's 
happ3*  method  of  presenting  a  subject.  He  exhibited  a  cheap  set  of 
apparatus  and  illustrated  its  use  by  various  experiments.  By  having 
the  apparatus  in  readiness,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  teachers,  the 
experiments  followed  in  quick  succession,  and  much  was  accomplished 
in  the  hour.  The  Professor  showed  how  to  construct  such  apparatus 
as  an  ordinary  school  needs.  The  lesson  was  suggestive  and  will  be 
very  valuable  to  all  who  are  trying  to  do  work  of  this  kind.  The 
Association  evinced  their  interest  by  the  closest  attention. 

The  Museum,  library,  seminary,  and  manual  training  schools  were 
visited  by  the  teachers  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Sawyer,  Miss 
Graves,  and  Prof.  Oakes. 

Thursday,  p,  m.,  Mr.  J.  F.  Godfrey  read  an  excellent  paper  on 
"  Dr.  Arnold  as  a  Teacher."  Education  has  ever  been  the  most 
difficult  6eld  in  which  to  display  originality,  because  in  this  field  there 
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was  the  greatest  temptation  to  conservatism  ;  and  innovation  meets 
the  strongest  opposition  among  educationists  themselves.  Among 
those  teachers  who  have  triumphed  over  ignorance  and  prejudice,  the 
foremost  stands  Dr.  Arnold  of  Rugby.  This  great  man  had  as  his 
motto— good  order,  willing  obedience,  active  work.  His  success 
depended  not  on  tact,  but  solely  upon  industry  and  attention. 
Unflagging  industry  must  succeed.  Study  the  minds  of  and  seek  to 
understand  the  children  and  their  wants  ;  expect  from  boys  the  work 
of  boys  only,  not  men.  Ever  seek  to  improve  ;  be  not  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  done. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Hall  of  the  Normal  School,  then  gave  a  "  Lesson  in 
English  *'  to  a  class  of  grade  IX.  pupils.  Howe's  poem,  "My  Country's 
Stieams,"  formed  the  basis  of  the  lesson.  The  exercise  combined 
reading,  literature,  analysis,  and  parsing,  and  was  taught  in  the  Dr.'s 
happy  style.  He  has  the  faculty  of  being  pleasant  himself,  and  of 
making  his  pupils  feel  pleasant — two  strong  points  in  good  teaching. 
The  audience  enjoyed  the  lesson  very  much.  Dr.  Hall  is  always 
welcome  at  teachers'  meetings. 

Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne,  at  this  stage,  read  a  paper  and  taught  a 
lesson  on  the  "  Tonic  Sol-Fa  Notation."  The  history,  the  popularity, 
and  the  merits  of  this  notation  were  clearly  presented  in  a  carefully 
prepared  paper.  She  quoted  many  distinguished  musicians  as  author- 
ity for  the  statements  made.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  MacKay,  the 
Association  by  vote,  requested  Miss  Burgoyne  to  consent  to  the 
publication  of  this  valuable  paper.  The  lesson  took  the  Association 
through  some  of  the  elementary  stages  of  the  notation  in  Miss  Bur- 
goyne's  clear  and  concise  method  of  presenting  a  subject,  and  was  a 
delight  to  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  it. 

On  Thursday  evening  a  public  educational  meeting  was  held  in 
College  Hall  in  connection  with  thp  formal  opening  of  the  new  school- 
house  In  the  absence  of  Mayor  Bowles,  Inspector  Roscoe  presided. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Sawyer,  of  the  school  board,  was  called  upon  and  spoke 
of  the  great  improvement  made  in  educational  facilities  in  connection 
with  public  school  instruction  in  the  last  decade.  He  referred  to  the 
history,  etc.,  of  the  new  house,  and  said  the  people  had  unanimously 
voted  money  for  its  erection,  and  for  heating  and  ventilating  it  in  the 
most  approved  way,  as  soon  as  the  need  of  such  a  building  was 
intelligently  placed  before  them.  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Superintendent 
of  Education,  congratulated  the  school  board  and  town  upon 
having  erected  a  building  so  well  adapted  for  school  purposes. 
He  attributed  the  sentiment  of  such  preparation  for  the  public 
schools  to  the  presence  of  such  magnificent  buildings  as  the  one  in 
which  we  were  assembled,  and  the  adjoining  institutions.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  method  of  heating  and  ventilating  by  the  improved 
system.  Amherst,  Yarmouth,  and  Wolfville  had  introduced  this  sys- 
tem, and  were  setting  examples  worthy  of  imitation  by  other  towns 
and  sections.  He  compared  the  educational  advantages  of  the  present 
with  those  of  the  past,  and  showed  the  superiority  of  the  former. 

Dr.  Hall  described  his  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  various  European 
countries  as  well  as  those  of  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  noted 
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the  points  of  contrast.  While  in  many  respects  our  schools  are  supe- 
rior to  those  of  Germany,  we  can  with  profit  imitate  the  Germans  in 
physical  training,  school  etiquette  and  the  study  of  horticulture. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Sawyer,  while  eno:aged  in  university  education,  sym- 
pathized with  his  fellow-teachers  in  all  their  endeavors  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  public  schools.  He  congratulated  the  school 
board  upon  the  fine  house  just  completed,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
they  might  set  an  example  to  the  governors  of  the  college  in  the 
matter  of  beautifying  and  improving  the  grounds. 

Prof.  Oakes  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  importance  of  Civics  as  a 
subject  of  study  in  the  schools.  He  thought  that  every  school  bo}' 
should  be  taught  his  duty  and  responsibility  as  a  citizen. 

Prof.  F.  H.  Eaton  urged  the  importance  of  optional  studies  in  the 
public  schools. 

Prof.  Faville,  who  is  to  have  charge  of  the  Horticultural  school  to 
be  opened  in  Wolfville  in  January,  was  introduced  and  spoke  for  a 
short  time  in  regard  to  the  work  he  came  to  do. 

Prof.  E.  M.  Keirstead  was  the  last  speaker.  He  emphasized  the 
importance  of  good  ventilation  in  school  buildings,  and  referred  to 
the  paper  and  lesson  of  Miss  Burgoyne  in  very  complimentary  terms. 
Excellent  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  Witter, 
Mrs.  Crandall,  and  Miss  Fitch. 

Friday,  a.  m.  The  session  began  by  voting  that  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Association  be  held  in  Windsor. 

The  following  are  the  officers  : — 

President Inspector  Roscoe. 

Vice-President J.  A.  Smith,  B.  A. 

Sec,' Treasurer 0.  E.  Seaman,  B.  A. 

Executive  Committee, — Principal  Crombie;  Principal  Robin- 
son ;  Miss  Burgoyne  ;  Miss  McIntosh. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Nichols,  B.  A.,  of  Kentville,  read  a  paper  on  "  Normal 
Schools."  He  advocated  the  necessity  of  teachers  having  professional 
training  to  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  other  professions.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Smith,  B.  A.,  of  Windsor,  introduced  the  "  Metric  System  "  by  a 
short  paper, in  which  he  gave  its  histor}'  and  claims  upon  us;  and 
taught  an  excellent  lesson  illustrating  the  system.  He  thinks  it  most 
soon  come  into  general  use.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  followed, 
showing  the  necessity  of  maintaining  this  simple  system, and  thanking 
Mr.  Smith  for  presenting  it  so  clearly.  The  discussion  of  the  various 
subjects  was  an  interesting  feature  of  the  Association.  Messrs. 
McLeod,  Smith,  Robinson,  Lee,  Sturk,  Dr.  Hall,  Prof.  Coldwell,  Prof. 
Oakes,  Dr.  MacKay  and  others  participated  in  it. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  preferred  to  come  in  incidentally 
to  answer  questions,  instead  of  giving  a  formal  address  or  paper  on 
"  Science."     A  number  of  such  questions  came  up  during  the  meeting. 
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which  were  readily  and  very  satisfactorily  answered  by  Dr.  MacKay. 
He  is  certainly  at  home,  with  chalk  in  hand,  before  the  blackboard, 
elucidating  some  perplexing  point  of  science.  At  all  these  meetings 
Dr.  MacKay  put  himself  in  touch  with  the  teachers  and  their  work, 
and  seemed  to  delight  to  answer  questions  put  to  him.  The  teachers  of 
this  District  hold  the  Superintendent  in  high  esteem.  To  quote  from 
two  of  their  reports  :  (1)  To  the  Hants  Journal,  "  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  Superintendent  MacKay  has  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all."  (2)  To  Halifax  flerald,  *'  It  was  an  inspiration  to  the  teachers 
to  come  in  contact  with  him  who  is  now  the  head  of  our  public 
school  system.     Dr.  MacKay  will  always  be  welcome  among  us." 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  people  of  Wolfville  for  free  entertainment, 
and  short  addresses  by  Dr.  MacKay  and  Inspector  Roscoe,  brought 
the  Association  to  a  close. — Educational  Remew, 


ANNAPOLIS  AND  DIGBY  COUNTIES. 

The  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers*  Association  for 
District  No.  4,  was  held  at  Weymouth  on  May  24th  and  25th.  The 
first  session  was  called  to  order  at  9.30  a.  m.  by  L.  S.  Morse,  E.sq., 
inspector  for  the  district.     The  following  officers  were  appointed  : — 

Vice-President    I.  M.  Longley. 

Secretary-Treasurer  J.  H.  Crowe. 

Executive  Committee.— B.  S.  Banks,  Nelson  Churchill,  Mrs. 
Benson,  Miss  Mabel  Fash,  and  W.  M.  McVicar. 

The  Executive  Committee  thought  it  advisable  this  year  to  change 
the  order  of  work,*and  instead  of  papers  and  discussions  thereon,  to 
introduce  Science  Teaching.  The  first  lesson  taught  was  one  in 
Physiology,  by  O.  P.  Goucher,  Principal  of  the  Lawrencetown  school. 
Subject :  **  The  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Skeleton,"  and  "  The  Heart." 
Mr.  Goucher  presented  the  subject  in  an  interesting  and  practical 
manner,  illustrating  his  lesson  with  parts  of  a  skeleton,  a  dissected 
bullock's  heart,  and  drawings.  The  subject  was  discussed  by  Princi- 
pals Banks,  Longley,  Prof.  Smith  of  Truro,  and  others. 

The  Association  cordially  welcomed  Prof.  Smith  for  the  first  time 
to  its  gathering.  The  Professor  gave  evidence  by  his  manner  of 
entering  into  the  discussion  that  he  came  to  help,  and  many  valuable 
hints  were  given  by  him. 

Principal  McGill  of  Middleton,  was  to  present  the  subject  of 
"  Chemistry,"  but  was  unable  to  attend;  and  Professor  Smith  kindly 
filled  in  the  gap  with  a  talk  on  '*  The  Sciences,"  discussing  the  difficul- 
ties, aid  best  methods  of  teaching  them.  He  emphasized  the  fact, 
that  art  must  precede  science,  but  eventually  they  Would  go  hand  in 
hand.  He  claimed  that  drawing  must  plaj  an  important  part  in 
teaching  the  sciences. 

At  the  afternoon  session.  Miss  Addie  Par  jeer  gave  a  lesson  on  the 
"Tonic  Sol-Fa."     She  first  gave  a  short  historical  sketch  of  the  origin 
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and  growth  of  the  system,  and  then  proceeded  to  teach  a  lesson  to  the 
Association  as  a  class.  Miss  Parker  was  fully  acquainted  with  her 
subject,  and  presented  the  same  in  a  very  pleasing  and  plain  manner 
to  her  appreciative  class. 

It  being  impossible  to  obtain  a  suitable  building  for  the  usual 
public  educational  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  an  informal  meeting 
of  teachers  was  held  in  Weymouth  Bridge  school  room,  when  questions 
of  a  miscellaneous  nature  were  presented  and  discussed. 

'  At  Friday  morning's  session,  Principal  Cameron  of  Yarmouth,  who 
was  present  as  a  substitute  for  Principal  Mc Vicar  of  Annapolis,  gave 
an  interesting  and  useful  lesson  on  "  Physical  Geography."  Mr. 
Cameron  presented  his  subject  in  his  own  unique  and  characteristic 
manner.  Papers  were  then  read  by  Principal  Woodman  of  Weymouth, 
and  Mr.  Hogg  of  Diyby.  Mr.  Woodman  divScussed  the  subject  of 
*'  Attention  "  in  a  practical  and  helpful  manner.  Mr.  Hogg  gave  a 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Pestalozzi,  and  an  outline  of  his  work  as  an 
educator. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was  occupied  by  Principal  Cameron 
on  "  Literature,"  subject,  "  Gray's  Elegy,"  which  he  presented  in  his 
usual  interesting  and  instructive  manner,  showing  that  he  was  master 
of  his  subject. 

After  the  customary  vote**  of  thanks,  the  Association  adjourned  to 
meet  in  Bridgtown,  in  May,  1895. 

The  work  this  year  was  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and 
stimulating  teachers  in  scientific  work.  Owing  to  lack  of  time,  a 
number  of  subjects  could  not  be  taken  up. 

The  teachers  separated  to  return  to  their  respective  schools  feeling 
strengthened  and  inspirited  for  the  work  of  the  coming  year. — 
Educational  Review, 


(III.) 

TONIC  SOL-FA  NOTATION. 

By    Miss    Burgoyne,    befork    the    Teachers'    Association    at 

wolfville. 


When  asked  to  bring  before  this  Association  the  claims  of  the 
Tonic  sol-fa  Notation  of  Sincjinir,  it  was  with  much  hesitation  that  I 
consented  to  do  so.  The  principal  reason  for  my  reluctance  was  the 
fact  that  so  many  teachers  know  much  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I 
feel  sure  that  some  present  here  to-day  need  no  help  on  this  subject, 
but  for  the  sake  of  your  sisters  and  brothers  who  want  a  little  assist- 
ance and  encouragement  in  starting  to  teach  niusic,  will  you  bear  for 
a  short  time  with  the  tedium  of  a  few  remarks  from  me.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  I  should  give  a  lesson,  and  so  I  will  if  you  will  constitute 
yourselves  my  class.  We  shall  in  this  way  save  much  time.  I  thought 
it  would  be  more  helpful  to  those  who  need  help  to  give  a  few 
thoughts  on  this  beautiful  subject  first. 


EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTES.  141 


I  shall  not  attempt  to  soar  to  any  great  heights  or  to  descend 
to  the  depths,  for  1  am  only  a  beginner  myself ;  and  I  shall  speak 
only  of  things  which  I  know  by  experience  to  be  practicable.  So  I 
begin  by  putting  in  a  plea  for  the  tonic  Hol-fa  notation,  so  simple  yet 
so  grand,  and  growing  in  importance  as  the  years  go  by. 

Some  will  say  we  need  not  waste  time  in  advocating  this  system,. 
because  the  fiat  has  gone  forth  that  it  must  be  taught  in  our  public 
schools.  It  is  now  a  part  of  our  school  course,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to 
decide  whether  we  will  or  will  not  teach  it.  Neither  can  we  choose 
between  this  and  the  staff  notation.  But  as  we  do  not  wish  to  be  like 
dumb,  driven  cattle,and  as  we  do  like  to  enter  cheerfully  into  our  work,, 
let  us  set  a.side  all  prejudice,  and  let  us  look  a  little  at  this  system  in 
its  true  light. 

*'  To  know  it  is  to  love  it." 

Some  teachers  unhesitatingly  say  they  do  not  like  it,  and  on 
enquiry  we  find  that  they  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  into  its 
merits.  Long  ago  doubts  were  entertained  by  a  part  of  the  musical 
profession  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  system  ;  but  a  great  change  of 
opinion  in  its  favor  has  set  in.  The  musical  scientists  are  all  on  its 
side,  and  some  of  the  stiffest  staff  notationists  loud  in  its  praise. 
These  were  the  last  to  give  way,  because  they  felt  that  tonic  sol-fa 
was  intended  to  supersede  the  common  notation.  But  not  so  ;  it 
should  be  regarded  as  a  stepping  stone  to  the  staff  notation.  Hear 
what  some  celebrated  musicians,  whose  eyes  have  been  opened,  say 
concerning  it : — 

Sir  John  Stainer,  doctor  of  music  in  England,  says :  "  The  ordinary 
notation  will  be  infinitely  better  understood  and  mastered  by  those 
who  have  passed  into  through  the  gates  of  the  tonic  sol-fa,  and  it  is 
important  to  note,  that  all  that  is  learned  by  the  tonic  sol-fai.st  is  of 
value  when  studying  the  staff;  nothing  has  to  be  unlearned." 

Dr.  Stannard,  professor  of  music  at  Cambridge  University,  says: 
"  For  school  purposes  and  for  vocal  mu.sic  always  it  is  simply  invalu- 
able." 

Henry  Leslie,  conductor  of  one  of  the  largest  choirs  in  the  old 
country,  says:  "The  cause  of  musical  education  is  very  dear  to  me. 
I  have  been  watching  the  working  of  the  two  systems,  and  I  must  say 
that  tonic  sol-fa  has  carried  the  day  entirely." 

A.  J.  Ellis,  F.  R.  S.,  says :  *'  The  tonic  sol-fa  is  the  best  and 
happiest  guide  to  the  old  notation." 

Orton  Bradley,  M.  A.,  director  of  music  at  the  People's  Palace, 
London,  says  :  **  Tonic  sol-fa  is  a  most  magnificent  introduction  and  a 
most  unfailing  one  to  the  staff  notation." 

Mr.  Sedley  Taylor,  in  his  work  on  "  Sound  and  Music,"  says  :  "  I 
have  watched  carefully  both  the  old  and  the  new  notations  and  assert, 
without  the  slightest  hesitation,  that  as  an  instrument  of  vocal  train- 
ing the  new  system  is  enormously,  overwhelmingly  superior  to  the  old. 


tf 


Mrs.  Curwen  says  that  she  strongly  advises  a  year  of  tonic  sol-fa 
training,  as  preparatory  to  piano  lessons.     "■  Here  eye  and  ear  are 
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trained  while  the  child  is  using  the  simplest  and  most  beautiful  of  all 
instruments,  his  own  little  voice-box.  The  tinv  tonic  sol-faist  starts 
with  a  stock-in-trade  of  real  musical  knowledge,  which  he  quickly 
learns  to  apply  to  his  new  study.  He  knows  what  pul.se,  accent,  and 
measure  mean  ;  his  time  names  lit  the  crochets  and  quavers  as  well  as 
the  letter  notation,  and  he  has  only  to  learn  some  new  signs  which 
represent  facts  that  he  already  knows.  To  those  who  affect  to  despise 
tonic  sol-fa,"  says  the  same  lady,  *  I  will  quote  the  words  of  St 
Augustine:  *  A  golden  key  which  does  not  fit  the  lock  is  useless  ;  a 
wooden  key  which  does  is  every thinff.'  To  which  the  celebrated 
Thring  adds:  *  Despise  not  the  wooden  key  because  it  is  wooden. 
To  which  I  add  again.  Apply  the  tonic  sol-fa  notation  to  the  highest 
problems  of  harmony  and  you  will  call  it  the  golden  key  unlocking  all 
its  difficulties." 

Dr.  Wm.  Mason,  an  eminent  American  musician,  w^as  at  first 
unfavorable  to  it ;  but  now  speaks  in  the  highest  terras  of  it.  He 
says  it  carries  out  the  Pestalozzian  principle  consistently  and  educa- 
tionally, and  thus  affords  a  most  thorough  and  valuable  preparation 
for  the  study  of  the  staff. 

Mr.  E.  J.  McGoliick,  for  several  years  organist  and  director  of 
music  in  a  Boston  church,  wtites  :  "  1  regard  the  tonic  sol-fa  system  as 
the  singei's  best  friend." 

Mr.  William  T.  Meek  of  the  celebrated  Ruggles  street  church 
male  quartette,  says  :  "  I  have  always  found  the  tonic  sol-fa  system 
to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  me  in  reading  music." 

We  could  multiply  these  testimonies  many  many  times,  but  have 
given  vsufficient  to  show  what  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  occupy  a 
high  place  in  the  musical  world.  Now,  do  you  wonder  that  the 
C.  P.  1.  chose  this  notation  for  us  instead  of  the  other? 

Sometimes  the  inspector  visits  a  school  and  sees  staff  music 
beautifully  written  on  the  board.  He  asks:'*  Why  do  j'ou  not 
teach  the  prescribed  ?"  The  answer  sometimes  is  :  **  I  do  not  know 
the  other."  It  would  be  a  matter  of  no  time  for  that  teacher  to  gain 
a  knowledge  of  it  if  he  so  desired.  Another  .says  :  "  I  do  not  like  the 
tonic  sol-fa."  Have  you  made  its  acquaintance  ?  I  am  sure  you  have 
not  or  you  will  be  filled  with  admiration  of  it 

But  what  makes  this  such  a  desirable  system  ? 

First.  Its  simplicity.  It  is  adapted  to  all  from  the  infant  to  the 
adult  I  have  heard  pupils  of  our  own  primary  grade  in  Windsor 
sing  sweetly  and  correctly  by  note,  and  I  know  no  prettier  sight  than 
that  of  an  infant  school  beating  time  with  their  little  index  fingers 
and  singing  a  tune  printed  on  the  blackboard.  There  is  much 
diversity  of  opinion  about  beating  time.  My  experience  has  been  that 
as  soon  as  the  pupils  know  how,  let  them  beat.  It  makes  them 
independent  If  they  want  to  learn  a  piece,  and  have  been  taught 
correctly  how  to  beat  the  time,  they  can  do  so  without  the  teacher's 
aid.     But  do  not  permit  any  slovenly  beating. 
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Secondly.  This  is  a  time-saving  system.  Music  l)as  been  on  our 
school  course  for  years,  but  a  very  small  percentage  of  our  children 
have  been  taught  to  sing.  Why  ?  Because  the  staft'-notation  required 
so  mnch  time  to  master  it.  No  striking  results  would  be  noticeable 
after  several  years  of  school  life ;  but  by  the  tonic  sol-fa  delightful 
music  may  be  produced  in  a  year  with  only  the  ordinary  amount 
of  time. 

Thirdly.  Another  point  in  its  favor  is  the  enjoyment  it  gives  the 
childreij.  As  there  is  no  drudgery  connected  with  it,  the  children  hail 
their  singing  Hour  with  delight ;  even  the  boys  do  not  hang  back,  but 
feel  it  to  be  a  punishment  should  ihey  be  deprived  of  their  singing 
lesson. 

Fourthly.  It  gives  the  children  a  power  of  expression  and  purity 
of  tone  as  nothing  else  does.  This,  at  least,  has  been  my  experience. 
Rote-singing  is  much  better  than  none,  but  it  has  a  tendency  to 
coarsen  the  voice.  The  tonic  sol-fa  singing  makes  a  specialty  of 
sweetness  of  execution. 

Fifthly.  It  oils  the  machinery  of  school  life  and  acts  as  an  incen- 
tive to  good  work.  "  We  have  no  time  for  singing  in  our  vschool " 
should  never  be  uttered.  It  is  a  mistake.  Make  time  for  it,  and 
other  studies  will  not  suffer  in  consequence.  I  have  been  told  by  the 
inspector  that  schools  which  he  found  doing  good  work  in  music  were 
invariably  well  up  in  their  other  studies. 


Sixthly.  It  strengthens  the  pupils  in  habits  of  attention  and  con- 
centration. The  hand-signs  are  valuable  mostly  on  this  account, 
because  the  pupil  must  keep  his  attention  on  the  teacher,  or  the 
result  will  be  disastrous,  and  in  these  fly-away  times  the  habit  of 
fixedness  is  a  good  one. 

Seventhly.  The  music  which  we  are  teaching  the  little  ones  is 
carried  into  the  homes,  and  it  will  be,  and  has  been,  in  many  cases 
that  have  come  under  my  own  notice,  taken  up  by  the  parents,  and 
have  become  students  en  fatniUe,  and  in  those  families  a  concert  is 
possible  and  practicable  whenever  they  so  desire. 

Eighthly.  There  is  so  much  tonic  sol-fa  literature  obtainable  at  a 
very  low  cost,  and  pupils  who  sing  from  their  little  books  seem  to 
value  them  very  highly.  I  could  give  many  more  reasons,  but  these 
are  sufficient  to  justify  the  place  which  this  system  occupies  in  our 
Rchool  course.  Our  aim  is  not  to  make  great  musicians  or  musical 
composers,  but  to  educate  the  masses  in  the  line  of  music. 

We  do  not  expect  to  make  singers  like  Patti  and  Sims  Reeves,  any 
more  than  we  aim  at  making  great  artists,  when  we  teach  our 
children  to  draw  ;  yet  there  is  always  a  chance  of  discovering  a  talent 
which  is  worthy  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  good  to  know  that  our  nota- 
tion will  not  block  the  way  of  one  possessed  of  this  talent,  but  on 
the  contrary  will  help  him  towards  his  goal. 

This  notation  is  an  infant  in  our  country.  In  the  United  States 
it  is  a  strong  and  vigorous  youth.  In  the  old  countries  it  is  more 
advanced  in  life,  but  increasing  in  vigor  and  popularity  all  the  time. 
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In  England,  at  the  present  time,  over  two  million  school  children  ere 
being  taught  to  read  music  at 'sight  by  this  system.  Six  raillions» 
including  adultn,  sing  by  it  in  the  old  home  country.  The  last  blue 
book  states  that  where  one  sings  by  the  statf  seven  use  the  new  nota- 
tion. Before  I  left  home,  seventeen  years  ago,  nearly  all  the  church 
choirs  sang  by  it,  and  yearly  concerts  were  given  in  the  Crystal 
Palace  by  over  4,000  children,  all  singing  by  the  tonic  sol-fa.  This 
was  at  first  merely  tentative.  The  Handel  orchestra  was  standing 
empty,  and  the  question  was  asked  :  **  Why  not  fill  it  with  children  ?" 
In  about  a  month  appeared  the  announcement  that  a  tonit  sol-fa 
concert  would  be  given  by  3,000  children.  The  result  was  an  over- 
whelming success,  and  the  annual  concert  is  one  of  the  events  to 
which  Londoners,  as  well  as  their  country  cousins,  look  forward  with 
intense  interest. 

The  month  of  March,  1861,  was  a  memorable  one  for  tonic  sol- 
faism.  'J'he  officials  of  the  Paris  International  Exhibition  sent  a  letter 
to  Sir  Sterndale  Bennett,  principal  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music, 
stating  that  a  musical  competition  would  take  place,  and  that  they 
would  be  pleased  if  any  English  society  would  compete.  A  pri2^  of 
§1,000  and  a  gold  wreath  were  to  be  won.  The  Tonic  sol-fa  Associa- 
tion sent  a  mixed  choir  of  70.  There  had  never  been  a  case  of  an 
English  choir  leaving  home  before  to  compete  for  musical  honors. 
On  Saturday,  July  6th,  the  English  choir  arrived  in  Paris,  and 
surprised  the  French  very  njuch  b}-  declining  to  take  part  in  a  musical 
competition  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Next  day  came  the  trial,  the  turn 
of  the  English  came  last,  and  the  first  burst  of  song  from  them  brought 
the  audience  to  their  feet.  The  first  verse  broui^ht  down  thunders  of 
applause,  and  •  the  end  of  the  piece  convinced  the  French  that  the 
Engli.^h  can  sing.  The  audience  jumped  in  their  seats,  waved  their 
httts,  and  insisted  on  more.  The  choir  and  its  conductor,  Mr. 
Proudman,  were  again  and  again  re-called.  The  next  day  they  were 
presented  to  the  Emperor  in  the  pre'^ence  of  20,000  people,  and  came 
away  laden  with  prizes  and  gifts.  For  weeks  the  Parisians  talked  of 
that  English  choir.  Yet  this  is  the  notation  that  some  people  despise. 
Simply  because  they  know  not  what  they  say. 

This  system  is  wonderfully  adapted  to  church  music.  The  church 
of  Scotland  uses  ten  sol-fa  copies  of  the  hymn  book  to  one  of  the  staff 
notation.  This  system  has  found  its  way  into  nearly  every  part  of 
the  world.  Australia,  Madagascar,  Hong-Kong,  Palestine,  Fiji, 
Kaffraria,  Burmah,  Chili,  and  Zululand.  It  is  taught  in  the  New 
England  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  in  the  Michigan  University,  and 
now  we  are  going  to  teach  it  in  our  schools  of  Nova  Scotia. 

It  might  be  interesting  just  here  to  mention  that  Miss  Glover,  an 
English  lady,  was  really  the  originator  of  this  system.  John  Curwen 
is  generally  spoken  of  as  its  founder,  but  he  was  not.  He  developed 
the  system,  and  gave  Miss  Glover  a  great  deal  of  happiness  in  doing 
so.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman  and  full  of  philanthropic 
works.  In  trying  to  teach  some  Sunday  school  children  to  sing,  it 
occurred  to  her  to  place  some  letters  on  the  keys  of  the  piano  and 
slide  them  up  and  down  for  the  different  keys. 
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From  this  simple  beginning  the  world-renowned  letter-notation 
han  envolved,  and  all  its  improvements  are  due  to  Mr.  Curwen,  of 
whom  Miss  Glover  was  never  jealous,  but  on  the  contrary,  grateful. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  82,  having  worked  at  her  beloved  music  to  the 
la<«t  without  any  pecuniary  remuneration.  Her  plan,  as  is  also  Mr. 
Curwen's  and  ours,  was  to  tnach  that  simple  and  beautiful  thing, 
music,  and  postpone  the  old  form  of  writing  it  until  the  pupil  has 
mastered  the  thing  itself.  Just  before  her  death  she  said  to  Mr.  Cur- 
wen. "  Let  the  question  l«e,  not  who  was  the  first  to  invent  the  Tonic 
Bol-fa,  but  is  the  thing  it>eif  good,  and  true  and  useful  tQ  the  world  ? 


n 


Now  having  consi  Jered  the  merits  of  this  new  notation,  shall  we 
not  take  up  the  work  with  more  courage,  and  cheerfulness,  and 
di^mi88  the  .  coldness  and  lack  of  interest  of  the  past,  fenling 
that  it  is  one  of  the  oa<^es  in  the  desert  of  our  school  life.  But  how 
shall  we  begin  ?  Do  you  remember  one  of  Jacotot's  principles  ?  Learn 
one  thing  well,  and  learn  ever\  thing  else  by  the  help  of  that.  This 
will  apply  to  more.  Learn  a  little  well,  teach  it  well,  and  keep  some- 
what in  advance  of  your  pupils,  and  you  will  be  suprised  at  the 
result  You  will  find  the  aid  you  need  in  the  "  Teacher's  Companion," 
and  the  Standard  course. 

But  commence  :  hang  up  a  modulator  and  begin,  for  the  approach 
to  a  subject  is  half  the  battle.  Having  begun  you  and  your  pupils 
•will  have  a  desire  to  go  on.  Then  as  soon  as  you  can  begin  to  pre- 
pare for  certificates,  even  if  you  do  not  expect  an  examiner  to  come 
your  way.  They  are  everything  to  aim  for,  and  you  know  what  an 
incentive  that  is  to  young  people. 

The  qualifying  for  certificates  supplies  the  teacher  also  with  a 
plan  of  work,  and  gives  him  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his 
teaching  is  not  mere  de>^ultory  work,  but  that  his  pupils  are  acquiring 
real  practical  knowledge.  But  what  about  the  teachers  who  cannot 
sing  ?  I  hardly  know  what  to  say.  A  great  many  think  they  cannot 
sing  when  they  can.  Some  have  a  musical  ear,  and  that  is  a  precious 
gift,  but  they  cannot  rely  on  their  voice.  Well,  put  yourselves  in  a 
true  light  before  your  class,  and  they  will  be  willing  and  anxious  to 
give  you  voice.  There  are  always  some  who  can  sing  up  and  down 
the  natural  scale ;  make  a  combination  of  your  ear  and  their  voice, 
and  you  will  accomplish  great  results.  (If  none  can  sing,  obtain  a 
dulcimer  and  strike  the  notes  from  it  writing  the  names  on  the  board.) 
One  of  the  most  successful  Tonic  sol-fa  teachers  I  ever  knew  had  an 
exquisite  ear  but  no  voice. 

If  there  are  teachers  with  neither  ear  nor  voice  I  have  never  met 
them.  I  believe  that  nearly  every  one  who  can  be  taught  to  speak 
can  be  taught  to  sing.  The  same  voice-box  produces  both  speech  and 
singing;  but  the  training  must  commence  early.  Just  think  what  a 
grand  inflnence  for  good  music  is,  how  it  softens  and  humanizes  the 
world,  and  God  speaks  to  mankind  through  music.  Let  us  try  to  do 
our  little  share  in  making  the  world  better,  and  leading  it  upward 
through  the  channels  of  music  to  God. 
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Sir:— 


EDUCATION   OFFICE. 

Halifax,  January,  1896. 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  His 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  report  on  the  Public  Schoold 
of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  July  31,  1895. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MacKAY, 
SupeHntendent  of  Education^ 

To  the  Hon  W.  S.  Fielding,  M.  P.  P.. 
Provincial  Secretary, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA   SCOTIA. 


To  His  Honor  Malachy  Bowes  Daly, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia : 

May  it  Please  Your  Honor,-!- 

I  beg  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  annual  report  on 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended  3 1st 
July,  1895. 

For  much  detail  that  might  otherwise  appear  in  this  Annual 
Report,  I  refer  you  to  the  two  numbers  of  the  Journal  of  Education^ 
issued  according  to  law  in  April  and  October  respectively,  which 
contain,  among  other  items,  a  list  of  teachers,  with  the  amount  of 
the  Provincial  Grant  paid  each,  and  of  the  school  sections,  with  the 
amount  of  County  Fund  distributed  to  each. 

General  Summary. 

During  the  year  very  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  nearjj^ 
every  department.  The  number  of  schools  increased  from  2292  to 
2305  ;  the  pupils  enrolled  from  98,710  to  100,555  ;  the  number  of 
teachers  from  2351  to  2390  ;  the  number  of  Normal  School  trained 
teachers  from  499  to  616  ;  and  the  total  days'  attendance  of  pupils 
from  5,325,348  to  5,342,309. 

The  amount  of  $77,838  voted  by  the  school  sections  for  building 
and  repairs,  while  not  so  large  as  the  abnormal  amounts  of  the 
previous  two  years,  is  nevertheless  much  greater  than  the  old  normal 
of  $51,000  of  each  of  the  first  two  years  of  this  quinquennial  period. 
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The  amount  voted  by  the  school  sections  for  teachers*  nalaries  is 
reported  to  have  increased  more  than  S35,()()0  over  the  8339,848  of 
last  year.  The  Piovincial  Grant  to  teachers  was  also  increased  to  the 
extent  of  ?l 4,970  over  the  ?167,452  of  the  same  year,  giving  the 
teachers  the  largest  Provincial  Grant  yet  paid  them,  by  a  small 
amount — 38  cents  to  class  D,  57  cents  to  class  C,  and  77  cents  to  class 
B,  over  the  original  maximum.  Thus,  while  the  average  salaries  of 
teachers  in  various  counties,  or  of  some  classes  in  the  whole  Province, 
have  not  advanced,  there  has  V>een  an  advance  in  the  sum  total. 
This  is  a  very  encouraging  feature,  for  without  better  salaries  we 
cannot  expect  an  improved  class  of  teachers  to  continue  in  the  pro- 
fession. I^-om  the  Inspectors*  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  the  reason 
why  there  are  yet  sections  with  no  school  is  not  the  scarcity  of 
teachers,  but  the  weakness  or  smallness  of  many  sections.  This  is 
often  due  to  the  reprehensible  selfishness  of  parties  wishing  to  have 
the  schools  near  their  own  doors,  and  to  the  altogether  inadequate 
salaries  offered.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  "notice  that  the  tendency  of 
the  late  changes  has  been  to  diminish  the  previously  decreasing 
number  of  male  teacheis.  For  the  present  year  the  diminution 
in  the  number  of  male  teachers  has  been  only  one  as  against  41  the 
previous  year.  The  impression  prevalent  at  first  in  some  quarters, 
that  the  new  order  is  not  so  favorable  to  male  as  to  female  teachers, 
is  being  modified ;  and  there  are  indications  that  during  the  next  year 
the  number  of  male  teachers  will  increase,  instead  of  following  the 
general  law  of  diminution  prevalent  everywhere  during  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  or  more. 

The  reports  of  the  several  Inspectors  on  the  Common  Schools 
indicate  improvement  in  teaching  methods  and  general  equipment. 
In  the  High  Schools  there  was  never  so  much  efibrt  displayed  on  the 
whole,  eitlier  by  the  trustees  or  teachers.  The  superior  buildings 
going  up  in  every  quarter  of  the  Province  attest  to  the  one,  while  the 
ever-increasing  number  of  candidates  at  the  Provincial  Examinations, 
and  the  sensitiveness  of  teachers  with  respect  to  the  character  and 
results  of  examination,  prove  the  other.  There  can  be  no  better 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  conditions  most  compatible  with 
high  and  rapid  progress  than  the  live  and  universal  interest 
in  what  should  be  taught  in  the  schools,  and  how  the  teaching  should 
be  done.  The  large  attendance  at  the  several  Teachers'  Institutes  in 
most  of  our  progressive  inspectorates,  and  at  the  Provincial  Educa« 
^ional  Association,  as  well  as  the  desultory  discussions  in  the  public 
pi  ess,  all  show  that  the  pres^^nt  is  not  a  time  of  stagnation,  but  of 
rapid  development. 

The  consolidation  of  the  Education  Acts,  and  of  the  Regulations 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  their  issuance  in  the  new 
Manual  of  the* School  Law,  during  the  course  of  the  year,  has  already 
shown  gcod  results  in  diminishing  the  correspondence  with  Inspectors 
and  the  Education  Office  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  incoming 
year  it  will  very  much  smooth  the  difficulties  inseparable  from  the 
conditions  necessarily  prevailing  before. 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  more  important  details  of  the  state  and 
progress  of  education  during  the  year,  the  following  abstract  of  the 
statistical  tables  is  presented  here : 


1.— Sections. 


School  Sections  in  Province 
Sections  without  school    . . 


2. — Schools. 

Schools  in  operation 

session  50  days  or  under 

50  to  100  days    

100  to  150    ••       

150  to  200    •*        

200  but  under  full  term, 
full  term  216  days 
Average  davs  in  session    


II 


It 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


It 


II 


I* 


II 


•  •  •  • 


1894. 

1891 
136 


2292 

16 

83 

139 

280 

1157 

617 

199.2 


1895, 

1894 
161 


2805 

16 

55 

127 

294 

955 

858 

198.7 


3. — Teachers. 

Number  of  Teachers 

•'  "        Normal  trained 

Class  A,  Male    

"      A,  Female 

••       B,  Male    

"       B,  Female    

••       C,  Male    

»•       C,  Female    

••      D,  Male    

'»      D,  Female    

Total  Male  Teachers 

'•       Female  Teachers 

New  Teachers    

Teachers,  Service    1  year  or  under 

1  to    2  years 

2  to    3 

3  to    4 

4  to    5 

5  to    7 
7  to  10 

10  to  15 
15  to  20 
20  or  o'Ter 


II 
II 
II 

n 
II 

II 
II 
II 


•• 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


%  «  •  •  ^ 


II 


4. — Attendance. 

Pupils  on  Register,  First  Quarter 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 


II 
II 
II 


II 


II 


It 


II 


II 


2351 
499 
44 
4 
149 
162 
199 
888 
149 
756 
541 

1810 
255 
297 
327 
309 
263 
205 
270 
248 
186 
121 
125 


75,821 
86,700 
89,939 
97,920 


2399 
616 
49 
6 
142 
183 
178 
900 
171 
770 
540 

1«S59 
345 
389 
239 
276 
281 
224 
310 
255 
202 
113 
110 


77,566 
88,177 
91,136 
99,625 
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1804.  1895. 

Average  Daily  Attendance,  First  Quarter.  51,622  53,673 

••           »               ••            Second     »  47,183  51.748 

Third       ••  48,937  48.344 

"           "               ••            Fourth     •'  51.492  52.349 

Total  Davs'  Attendance  for  vear 10,471,764           10,773.255 

5. — Classification  of  Pupils. 

Grade  I  (and  Kindergarten) 1 8,908  1 9.470 

••      II 13,498  13,042 

»      III 12.184  12.361 

"      IV 12,672  13,011 

'•      V 11,158  10.833 

••      VI 9.202  9,711 

*•      VII 9.409  9.854 

•'      VIII 6.489  6,745 


Total  in  Common  Schools 93,520  95,027 


»      IX 2,922  3,553 

••      X 1,186  1,331 

••      XI 460  n76 

M      XII 82  68 


Total  in  High  Schools 4,650  5.528 


Total  in  Public  Schools 98,170  100,555 


Full  Academic  High  School  Students 1,371  1,492 

'»    Non- Academic  ••                   ••         1,860  2,593 

Partial                        "                   »         ....             1,419  1,443 

6. — Section  Statistics. 

Value  of  Property  in  Section $80,096,411  $78,702,374 

School  Property  in  Section 1,360,784  1,401,155 

Total  Vote  at  Annual  Meeting 454.200  453.144 

Voted  for  Buildings  and  Repairs 134.710  77,838 

Paid  for  Teachers'  Salaries   339,848  375,725 

Volumes  in  Library  of  School 6,537  8,274 

No.  of  Maps,  Charts,  Globes.  &c 7,161  7,138 

Value  of  Scientific  App.  and  Coll $  8,277  $  7.106 

Value  of  Total  Literary  and  Scientific   . .          33,589  33,703 

7. — Total  Expenditure. 

Total  Provincial  Grants     $  220,436  $  238,760 

H     County  Funds   120,507  119.900 

••     Section  Assessment 454,200  453,144 


Total  Expenditure,  Public  Education §795,144  $811,804 
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The  Statistical  Tables. 

To  be  of  any  value  these  tables  must  be  based  on  accurate  indi- 
vidual returns.  No  amount  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  great  majority, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  various  compilers,  can  eliminate  the  taint  of 
error  originating  in  the  lack  of  thought  or  care  of  a  single  blundering 
teacher,  or  the  criminal  laziness  of  the  person  who  inserts  an 
inaccurate  or  merely  approximate  estimate,  when  the  exact  figures  to 
thT}  degree  of  accuracy  prescribed  could  be  had  by  some  effort.  To 
take  away  any  necessity  of  undue  hurry  in  the  collecting  and  accurate 
recording  of  section  and  school  statistics,  they  are  required  to  be 
entered  in  the  register — as  many  as  possible  at  the  opening  of  the 
school — so  that  they  can  be  examined  by  the  authorities  and  school 
visitors.  And  the  Return  must  be  a  copy  of  the  Register.  There 
have  been  cases  of  teachers  in  some  inspectorates  who  evidently 
thou(;ht  at  first  that  some  of  the  directions  for  accuracy  to  the  day  or 
the  decimal  were  unnecessarily  precise.  When  such  a  speculative 
notion  reveals  itself  in  the  character  of  a  Register  or  Return,  the 
Inspector  is  responsible  if  such  teacher  continues  longer  in  the  profes- 
sion. Cases  of  misunderstanding  for  carelessness  were  not  uncommon 
in  .some  inspectorates  two  years  ago.  Now,  all  the  Inspectors  report 
that  the  inaccurate  teacher  is  disappearing,  and  that  never  before  were 
the  statistics  more  universally  accurate.  Were  this  not  the  case, 
much  of  the  time  and  effort  of  accurate  compilation  would  be  useless, 
and  the  statistics,  instead  of  indicating  the  true  direction  and  rate  of 
development,  might  be  misleading.  We  require  statistics  not  only  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  number  of  days  a  teacher  taught  and  the 
attendance  of  pupils  in  order  to  determine  the  gross  though  very 
material  question  of  how  much  money  is  to  be  paid  ;  but  for  the  more 
subtle  purpose  of  knowing  as  many  as  possible  of  the  numerous 
changes  going  on,  some  of  them  so  slow  that  it  may  require  the 
accumulation  of  years  of  precise  statistics  to  demonstrate  their 
existence. 

Sections  and  Schools. — I. 

A  discrepancy  suggests  itself  in  a  column  of  this  table  when  we 
find  that  although  the  number  of  schools  increased  13,  that  the  number 
of  sections  without  school  increased  also,  and  to  the  extent  of  25.  It 
might  be  explained  by  supposing  that  while  there  was  an  increase  of 
25  in  the  sections  without  school,  additional  departments  to  the  number 
of  38  were  opened  in  sections  having  graded  schools.  But  the  true 
.•explanation  is  not  so  simple.  There  may  have  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  new  departments  opened  in  graded  school  sections,  but 
not  to  the  extent  of  38,  I  would  thipk.  On  comparison  of  this 
column  with  the  corresponding  one  of  1894,  in  the  said  year  there 
was  only  1  section  without  school  in  Inverness,  and  0  without 
school  in  Victoria,  while  in  1895  there  were  12  in  the  former  county 
and  21  in  the  latter,  thus  showing  only  one  section  in  the  two  counties 
to  have  been  without  school  in  the  former  year,  while  there  were 
thirty-three  without  school  in  the  latter.  In  the  rest  of  the  Province 
there  was  a  decrease  of  the  number  of  sections  without  school  to  the 
extent  of  7,  which  shows  progress  in  the  right  direction.     But  if  the 
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statistics  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  for  the  previous  year  were  correct, 
they  were  in  this  respect  the  most  favored  counties  in  the  Province, 
having  only  one  section  without  school,  while  the  rest  of  the  Province 
had  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  without  school.  This  sug^irests  a 
slip  in  the  summation  of  the  figures  for  these  counties  in  1894.  To 
compare  the  figures  of  1898  with  those  of  1895,  there  is  a  decrease  of 
35  sections  without  schools  in  the  two  years. 

The  number  of  departments  in  which  school  was  kept  for  the 
complete  school  year  of  21 G  days  rose  from  617  to  868 ;  and  the 
number  of  schools  in  session  under  200  days  diminished  by  26.  The 
total  number  of  teachers  increased  by  48.  In  all  these  cases  the 
changes  are  in  the  right  direction. 

Normal  Trained  Teachers. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  117  in  this  class  of  teachers,  and  a 
diminution  of  69  in  the  teachers  without  Normal  schooj  training. 
This  shows  a  remarkable  development  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  trained 
teachers.  The  number  engaged  in  each  county  during  the  last  three 
years  is  given  below  : — 

COUNTIM.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

Annapolis 25  25  33 

Antigonish 2  7  6 

Cape  Breton 17  22  29 

Colchester 63  67  85 

Cumberland     • 75  83  95 

Digby 17  14  14 

Guysboro' 2  13  1« 

Halifax  Co 23  40  57 

Halifax  City 31  35  34 

Hants 45  38  48 

Inverness 7  7  17 

Kings 23  35  48 

Lunenburg 23  34  38 

Pictou 20  33  41 

Queens  5  7  7 

Richmond 5  9  6 

Shelburne 3  4  5 

Victoria   4  4  9 

Yarmouth 18  22  26 

Totals 408  499  616 

This  table  shows  that  the  character  of  the  Normal  School  trained 
teachers  is  now  rapidly  improving,  for  they  are  being  retained  longer 
and  in  an  increasing  number  in  the  service  of  trustees.  Still  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Province  have  received  no 
special  training  for  the  profession.  Among  these  there  are,  of  course, 
many  who  have  been  trained  in  good  schools,  under  good  teachers, 
and  some  who  have  naturally  the  teacher's  tact.  But  the  educational 
interests  of  the  Province  are  still  suffering  from  the  prevalence  of  the 
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incompetent  teacher.  The  improvement  taking  place  is  satisfactory 
at  present,  although  we  have  not  made  professional  training  a 
necessary  condition  to  the  securing  of  a  license,  as  \8  done  in  .every 
other  equally  advanced  country. 

Voluntary  Professional  Training.  * 

The  efforts  being  made  by  the  teachers  throughout  many  districts 
to  improve  themselves  at  their  own  expense  should  not  be  passed 
without  notice.  There  were  the  128  teachers  from  Colchester  and 
Cumberland  who  met  at  Amherst  in  November  for  Institute  work  ; 
those  from  Kings  and  Hants  who  met.  in  April  at  Windsor  ;  those 
from  Annapolis  and  Digby  who  met  in  May  at  Bridgetown  ;  and  the 
250  from  the  Province  generally,  who  with  the  150  at  the  Normal 
School,  made  up  the  400  at  the  Provincial  Association  in  T^-uro  last 
October.  In  addition,  I  find  that  in  Halifax  there  is  always  at  least 
two  or  three  different  classes  of  teachers  engaged  every  year  in  study- 
ing practically  such  school  subjects  as  Calisthenics,  Drawing,  Vocal 
Music,  Elocution,  Natural  Science,  etc.  And  the  following  quotations 
from  Inspectors'  reports  show  a  similar  activity  in  many  other 
places  : — 

Inspector  Munro  says,  page  63  : 

"  The  unequivocal  remarks  in  the  October  Journal  of  Education 
in  regard  tocalisthenic  and  musical  exercises  have  been  fruitful  of  good 
results.  Music,  which  was  cultivated  in  comparatively  few  schools, 
and  calisthenics,  which  was  seldom  practised,  are  now  receiving  a  good 
measure  of  attention.  Many  teachers  who  used  to  prefer  the  excuse 
that  they  could  not  sing,  found  that  by  stirring  up  the  gift  that  was  in 
them  they  could  sing,  and  also  teach  their  pupils  to  sing.  There  were 
some  who  made  use  of  all  the  helps  within  their  reach,  even  going 
\  long  distances  to  get  instruction  in  the  new  notation.  In  Christmas 
week  a  number  of  rural  teachers  in  Slielburne  district  formed  a  class 
and  hired  an  instructor,  and  bore  all  the  expenses  incident  to  travelling 
to  and  residing  in  the  shire  town.  The  singing  of  the  pupils  proved 
how  much  they  had  benefited  by  the  enterprise  of  their  teachers.  In 
Mr.  John  B.  LeBlanc's  department.  Lower  Wedge,  I  heard  stirring  music 
when  the  pupils  sang  with  patriotic  fervour  "  Our  own  Canadian 
Home,"  and  the  National  Anthem.  At  Harrington  Passage,  where 
Mr.  W.  B.  Parker  is  principal,  the  singing  was  first-class.  Pupils  took 
their  parts,  as  tenor,  alto,  bass,  and  sang  with  fine  effect. 

*'  Teachers  volunteered  the  acknowledgment  that  they  could  discern 
the  good  effect  on  their  pupils  of  the  calisthenic  practice,  in  correcting 
a  stooping  tendency  in  the  shoulders,  ungainly  attitudes,  and  a 
slouching  gait  in  walking.  To  teachers  generall}'  praise  is  due,  but  if 
I  had  a  prize  to  off'er  I  would  award  it  to  Miss  Amy  Hilton's  depart- 
ment, where  the  exercises,  conducted  to  the  music  of  a  phono-harp, 
were  marked  with  a  precision  and  gracefulness  of  motion  almost 
perfect." 

Inspector  Roscoe  says,  page  72  : 

"  I  am  able  to  report  a  more  general  conformity  to  the  course  of 
study  than  heretofore.     Subjects  that  hitherto  were  regarded  of  less 
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importance  than  many  others,  came  in  for  a  fair  share  of  time  and 
attention.  Among  these  calisthenics,  music,  moral  and  patriotic  duties, 
and  lessons  on  nature,  may  be  referred  to.  The  excuse  for  not  teach- 
ing these  in  the  past  was  '  want  of  time/  When  the  Jownial  of 
Education  for  October,  1894,  came  to  hand,  all  the  teachers,  with  few 
exceptions,  set  about  preparing  to  teach  these  subjects.  Those  who 
have  been  most  careful  to  divide  their  time  so  as  to  give  each  subject 
a  fair  proportion,  and  who  have  endeavored  to  make  the  best  use  of 
the  time  assigned  to  the  various  subjects,  report  in  substance  as 
follows : — 

**  Calisthenics  secures  the  strictest  attention  of  all  the  pupils,  exer" 
cises  the  muscles  of  all  parts  of  the  body,  gives  an  agreeable  relaxation 
from  work,  and  so  enlivens  the  pupils  that  they  can  do  much  more 
and  mucb  better  work  after  engaging  in  this  exercise  than  they 
otherwise  could  do.  So  far  then  as  time  is  concerned  this  drill  results 
in  gain  ;  and  so  far  as  the  habit  of  attention,  correct  form  and  position 
enter  into  this  matter,  great  advantage  is  gained. 

'*  Music  is  more  enjoyed  than  any  other  exercise  in  the  school.  All 
want  to  sing  and  do  sing  when  properly  taught.  The  Tonic  Sol-Fa 
notation  is  easily  learned,  and  the  pupils  are  so  inspired  while  singing, 
and  the  exercise  leaves  them  in  such  a  happy  state  of  mind,  that  other 
and  harder  work  is  easily  performed.  In  this  too  there  is  again  in  all 
that  p^tains  to  the  management  of  the  school.  Any  time  spent  in 
singing  is  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased  ability  it  gives 
to  perform  other  duties.  It  is  understood  that  but  a  short  period  is 
to  be  devoted  each  day  to  calisthenics  and  music,  and  this  at  a  time 
when  relaxation  is  most  needed. 

"  Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties,  so  far,  is  taught  principally  in  con- 
nection with  other  lessons,  and  at  times  when  some  incident  suggests 
a  lesson.  Occasionally  a  set  lesson  is  given  on  such  topics  as  'Truth,* 
'Honesty,*  'Industry,'  'Our  Flag,'  'Our  Great  Men,'  &;c.  There  are 
plenty  of  topics,  full  of  interest,  affording  as  much  real  education  as 
can  be  secured  in  any  other  way. 

"  Nature  Lessons,  when  thoroughly  and  properly  prepared,  and 
adapted  to  the  age  of  the  pupils,  produce  most  beneficial  results  in 
the  mastery  of  other  subjects,  as  well  as  in  awakening  and  developing 
the  power  of  th^  mind.  All  these  subjects  have  proved  failures  in  the 
hands  of  some  teachers,  because  the  main  aim  seemed  to  be  to  do 
enough  to  have  something  to  report  and  thus  have  their  schools 
accepted.  It  is  questionable  whether  any  one  should  receive  license 
to  teach  when  he  has  never  demonstrated,  by  actual  practice,  that  he 
can  teach.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  those  who  have  defects  which 
will  prevent  them  from  teaching  a  subject  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  all  schools,  should  not  think  of  teaching  as  a  profe.s.sion. 

"  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  so  large  a  number  of  teachers  in  this 
district  have  made  a  success  of  these  so  called  new  subjects.  Many 
of  them  spent  their  Saturdays  and  holidays  in  jjjoing  to  places  at 
some  distance  to  be  taught  music,  so  that  they  could  teach  it  in  their 
own  schools.  In  this  way  ^he}'  have  been  benefited  themselves  by  the 
new  order  of  things,  while  they  were  preparing  to  teach   others.     It 
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is  not  now  an  uncommon  thing  to  have  quite  young  pupils  write 
from  memory  the  music  of  some  of  the  national  songs,  and  sing 
them  both  by  note  and  words.  We  have  made  commendable  progress 
along  these  lines.  I  may  add  that  the  schools  in  which  most  has 
been  done  in  the  subjects  referred  to,  have  made  the  best  progress  in 
all  the  other  required  subjects." 

School  Libraries  and  Collections. 

School  libraries  have  increased  from  55  to  90,  and  school  scientific 
collections  from  91  to  133.  From  Table  VII.  the  volumes  in  the 
libraries  have  increased  from  65^37  to  8274 — an  increase  of  1737 
volumes.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  estimated  value  of  all  scientific 
apparatus  and  collections  has  decreased  from  88277  to  $710G.  The 
42  new  collections  then  have  not  equalled  in  value  the  depreciation  in 
the  old  collections,  if  we  assume  the  estimates  to  be  made  exactly  on 
the  same  principles  as  last  year. 

Small  School  Sections. 

In  the  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  it  is  very 
clearly  implied  that  four  miles  is  not  an  excessive  diameter  for  the 
school  section,  especially  where  the  population  is  spaVse.  Now,  while 
a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  school  makes  attendance,  especially 
for  young  pupils,  impossible  in  stormy  weather  and  in  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  it  has  been  found  from  experience  that  such  a  distance 
has  some  compensation  as  compared  with  the  too  often  longed  for 
position  near  the  school  house.  An  hour's  walk  to  school  in  the 
morning,  and  another  back  again  in  the  afternoon,  give  the  very  best 
opportunities  for  health  and  strength-developing  exercise  in  the  open 
air,  give  good  chances  for  the  practical  study  of  nature  along  the 
road,  and  prepare  the  pupil  for  the  enjoyment  of  physical  rest  and 
mental  work  in  the  school  room,  and  also  at  home  when  such  work  is 
required.  Still  so  many  parents  can  only  think  of  the  discomfort  of 
the  distance  in  bad  weather  that  they  are  ready  to  create  a  weak 
section,  which  can  never  be  in  a  position  to  keep  a  good  school  regu- 
larly, for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving  a  portion  of  the  distance,  as  if 
the  additional  distance  were  of  so  much  importance  once  the  pupil  is 
on  the  road. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  an  apparent  mania  takes  possession  of 
f^ome  people  whose  fathers  and  mothers  were  content  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  to  attend  school  perhaps  two  miles  distant,  to 
have  the  school  near  them.  Such  people  sometimes  persist  for  years 
in  agitating  for  the  division  of  the  section,  or  the  changing  of  boun- 
daries, and  the  consequent  disarticulation  of  several  neighboring  sec- 
tions. As  a  general  rule,  the  various  boards  of  District  School  Commis- 
si oners,  assisted  by  the  Inspectors,  resist  any  extreme  or  unwise  demands 
for  such  re-organizations  of  boundaries  as  will  increase  the  number 
of  sections.  And  it  is  most  necessary.  For  while  the  law  leaves  it 
comparatively  easy  to  divide  a  section,  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
practically  impossible,  to  consolidate  again.  At  some  future  time 
it    may    be    the    desire  of  the   great    majority    of    two    sections    to 
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unite  ;  but  a  »raall  minority,  which  may  nearly  always  be  had,  can 
prevent  it.  In  other  cases  three  sections  should  be  consolidated  into 
two,  or  four  into  three.  But  such  a  move  would  require  concerted 
and  practically  unanimous  action  on  the  part  of  each  three  or  four 
sections,  involving  the  chancre  of  their  boundaries  and  of  the  school 
houses,  each  of  which  would  affect  several  individuals  unfavorably. 
When  sections  are  subdivided,  then,  it  should  not  be  merely  to  suit 
the  present  generation.  The  interests  of  succeedinor  generations 
should  be  held  in  view  as  well  as  the  present  fugitive  circumstances. 
But,  unfortunately,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  some 
counties  to  a  greater  extent  than  others,  the  mischief  has  been  done 
already.  For  example,  Inverness,  with  its  area  of  1,270  square  miles^ 
has  no  less  than  176  school  sections,  although  a  large  part  of  the 
interior  is  unsettled.  That  would  give  about  7^  square  miles  to 
each  section,  a  diameter  of  only  about  2}  miles  each.  As  a  large 
part  of  the  county  has  no  school  sections,  it  follows  that  the  majority 
of  school  sections  cannot  be  very  much  over  2  miles  in  diameter. 
Now  there  is  no  county  in  the  Province  in  which  the  young  children 
have  greater  intellectual  ability.  But  let  us  study  the  result  of  this 
petty  school  section  system. 

In  my  general  summary  I  have  already  called  attention  to  it  as 
the  chief  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  suitable  teachers.  Inspector 
McKinnon,  on  page  80,  says  : 

"  A  very  considerable  number  of  sections  are  too  weak  financially, 
and  too  small,  to  maintain  an  efficient  school,  hence  in  a  great  degree 
the  larcj^e  number  of  sections  vacant  durini^  the  year  now  expired. 

"The  smallness  of  so  manv  sections  is  an  evil  for  which  some 
remedy  should  be  provided,  and  as  a  stop  in  that  direction  I  think 
that  discretionary  power  should  V)e  vested  in  the  school  commissioners 
to  unite  two  weak  sections  when,  in  their  opinion,  the  educational 
interests  of  the  locality  manifestly  require  it.** 

And  on  page  81  : — ■' 

*' The  extremely  low  salaries  offered  bv  many  sections  lead  to  a 
scarcity  of  teachers  both  in  Inverness  and  Victoria,  and  no  alternative 
presents  itself  except  to  leave  the  schools  closed,  or  issue  permi^.s  to  a 
numV)er  of  persons  indifferently  (qualified  for  the  teaching  profession. 
No  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs  can  be  suggested  until  parents  and 
trustees  arc  willing  to  tax  themselves  a  little  heavier  for  the  education 
of  their  children  than  they  do  at  present,  unless,  indeed,  the  legislature 
step  in  and  substantially  increases  the  amount  at  present  collected  by 
the  county  authorities  for  educational  purposes." 

It  may  be  said  that  the  county  is  not  yet  so  wealthy  as  some  of 
the  more  western.  Even  if  that  be  ijranted,  it  only  jroes  to  show  that 
its  school  sections  should  be  larger  than  the  western  ones  instead  of 
being  smaller.  In  some  places,  where  the  pioneers  are  making  new 
settlements,  the  conditions  for  having  strong  sections  are  impossible, 
as  they  are  in  every  other  county.  And  we  must  always  be  prepared 
to  assist  sections  weak  from  their  geographical  and  geological  condi- 
tions.     If  the   176  school  sections  of  Inverness  could  be  amicably 
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consolidated  into  100  or  less,  the  educational  interests  of  the  people 
would  be  j^reatly  advanced.  While  Inverness  appears  to  be  the  most 
generally  aifected  by  the  system  of  small  school  sections,  the  evil 
exists  to  some  extent  perhaps  in  every  county,  and  the  argument  is 
for  the  Province  at  large. 

Some  of  the  injurious  effects  can  be  seen  in  the  following 
statistics.  The  averajre  of  salary  from  the  section  for  a  male  '  B  " 
teacher  in  Halifax  city  is  $661  ;  in  Colchester  County,  $560;  in  Yar- 
mouth County,  $409;  in  Cumberland,  8345  ;  in  Lunenburg,  $817  ;  in 
Guysboro',  $297  ;  in  Richmond,  $207  ;  in  Inverness,  $113.  There  can 
be  no  inducement  for  a  clever  young  man  to  aspire  to  become  a  class 
"B"  teacher  in  a  county  of  small  school  sections.  There  is  no  fair 
general  chance  for  the  young  people  to  become  qualified  to  enter  the 
County  Academy,  or  stand  well  at  the  Provincial  Examinations. 
Yet  when  students  from  this  county  have  the  opportunity  they  find 
their  way  into  the  ver}'  first  rank. 


From  Tables  XIV.  and  XV.,  pages  19  and  20,  it  can  be  seen  that 
all  the  other  classes  of  teachers  fare  in  a  similar  manner.  While  the 
male  class  **  C  "  teacher  gets  from  the  section  in  Halifax  City  $440, 
in  Hants  $271,  in  Shelburne  $225,  he  gets  in  Invernes?  but  $97. 
While  the  male  class  "  D "  gets  $203  in  Cumberland,  he  erets  in 
Inverness  but  $64.  But  even  in  Cumberland,  Inspector  Craig  says, 
see  page  86 : 

**  There  is  a  scarcity  of  teachera  this  year,  especially  in  the  third 
class.  There  are  enough  teachers  resident  in  the  two  counties  forming 
this  district  to  fill  all  positions,  but  they  will  not  engage  for  amounts 
insuSicient  for  a  living." 

More  than  from  any  other  remediable  evil  Inverness  is  suffering  from 
its  many  school  sections  so  snug  and  neat  that  very  few  pupils  are  two 
miles  distant,  or  even  over  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  school. 
They  have  the  school  houses  at  their  doors.  They  have  that  with  all 
it  is  worth. 

I  trust  that  School  Inspectors  and  District  Commissioners  may 
make  a  special  study  of  this  question  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil 
wherever  it  exists.  In  many  places  we  find  efforts  now  being  made 
to  unite  several  school  sections  into  a  lartje  union  or  district  section 
under  one  board  of  trustees.  This  policy  was  advocated  in  this  Pro- 
vince no  later  than  last  year  in  the  Legislative  Council.  It  has,  no 
doubt,  some  points  of  advantage  as  compared  with  the  normal  or 
standard  school  section  at  present.  But  whether  the  advantages  are 
great  enough  to  press  the  consideration  of  such  a  policy  now  or  not, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  every  effort  should  be  put  forth  immedi- 
ately to  enlarge  and  strengthen  weak  sections  wherever  they 
may  be  found.  That  involves  the  increase  of  territor^^  within  the 
school  section,  which  in  turn  involves  increasing  the  distance  of  some 
partiies  from  the  school.  And  this  will  always  become,  as  a  general 
rule,  a  source  of  contention  and  opposition  to  improvement.  In  order 
to  offset  to  some  extent  the  disadvantage  of  distance,  the  Act  of  1895, 
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sec.  14,  allows  Boards  of  District  School  Commissioners  to  exempt 
from  sectional  taxation  in  whole  or  in  part,  persons  dwelling  more  than 
two  and  one  quarter  miles  from  the  school  house.  Perhaps  it  mis^ht 
still  further  aid  reform  in  this  direction  if  the  commissioners  were 
allowed,  in  addition,  to  exempt  those  over  Hvo  miles  from  the  school, 
say,  from  one-half  of  the  sectional  taxatiop. 

Table  II. 

The  most  important  point  in  this  table  appears  to  he  the  fact  that  the 
male  teachers  employed  have  decreased  by  only  one  during  the  year. 
The  decrease  occurred  in  classes  B  and  C,  and  were  nearly  balanced  by 
the  increase  in  the  classes  A  and  D.  This  suggests  a  turn  in  the  tide  ; 
and  the  fact  that  the  increase  in  the  D  class  male  teachers  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  corresponding  D  class  female  teachers,  who  stand  as  770 
to  171  males,  leads  us  to  hope  that  the  late  modifications  make  the 
profession  moie  attractive  to  the  latter.  The  problem  is  one,  of 
course,  which  time  will  solve  for  us.  The  variation  of  a  single  year 
may  suggest  a  tendency,  but  does  not  prove  it. 

Change  of  Teachers. 

Inspector  Maclsaac  says,  page  77  : 

"  While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  change  from  the  two-term 
year  to  the  one-term  has  ciminished  the  evil  of  frequent  changes  of 
teachers,  I  am  convinced  that  our  schools  still  suffer  too  much 
injury.  A  teacher  has  no  sooner  become  acquainted  with  the  powers, 
dispositions,  habits, and  attainments  of  his  pupils  than  his  term  closes; 
and  the  trustees  often,  on  the  plea  of  saving  money  to  the  section, 
timploy  another  who  must  gain  the  knowledge  of  the  school  which  his 
predecessor  acquired  before  he  can  effectually  do  his  work." 

Inspector  McKinnon,  page  SO  : 

**  A  serious  drawback  to  the  interests  of  schiols  in  this  district  is 
the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  From  60  to  70  per  cent,  change 
their  situations  every  year.  This  unfortunate  practice  is  not  so  much 
the  fault  of  the  teacher  as  that  of  the  ratepayers  and  trustees.  Given 
a  comfortable  school  bouse  and  fair  salary  and  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  retaining  the  services  ot  a  goocl  teacher  for  years." 

Inspector  Craig,  page  80  : 

"  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  189.^-94?  continued  in  the 
service  of  the  same  section  in  1894-95.  Change-*  take  place  most 
frequently  amoncr  the  poorer  schools  an*!  often  to  their  disadvantage. 
In  the  graded  schools  seventy-tive  per  cent,  re-engaged  in  the  same 
sections." 

The  table  shows  us  that,  taking  the  Province  as  a  whole,  we  have 
made  an  advance  over  last  year  in  the  right  direction,  and  last  3'ear 
was  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  Province.  The  number  of  old 
teachers  who  have  removed  to  new  sections  has  diminished  83.  And 
the  number  of  teachers  engaged  in  the  same  section  as  la.st  year  has 
increased  41, 
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•  Table  III. 

This  table  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  male  and  female 
teachers  between  the  limits  of  one  and  three  years'  service.  A  series 
of  years  will  be  necessary  to  indicate  the  full  significance  of  this  fact. 
Does  it  mean  that  more  teachers  than  usual  have  spent  their  first  year 
in  teaching  and  the  next  at  the  Normal  School  ?  The  provisional  clasj* 
D  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  young  teachers  to  earn 
money  for  a  year  in  order  to  enable  them  to  attend  the  Normal 
School  during  at  leKst  a  portion  of  the  second  year. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  teachers  of  5  years'  experience 
and  under,  increased  from  1401  to  1409,  an  increase  of  8  ;  but  teachen^ 
of  over  five  years  of  experience,  from  950  to  990,  an  increase  of  40. 

Attendance — Tables  IV.,  V.  and  VI. 

We  find  that  the  best  attendance  durincr  the  year  was  made  in  the 
first  quarter,  and  the  worst  in  the  third  quarter.  The  previous  year 
the  worst  attendance  was  in  the  second  quarter ;  thus  showing  how 
the  attendance  is  aflTected  by  the  prevalence  of  stormy  weather. 

Inspector  Maclellan  »ays,  page  82 : 

"  The  attendance  of  pupils  for  the  year  has  been  satisfactory, 
although  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  third  quarter  owing  to  storms 
and  bad  roads.  The  one-year  term  has  undoubtedly  improved  the 
attendance.  This  fact  is,  I  think,  generally  recognized.  Nearly  all 
seem  satisfied  with  the  change.  I  seldom  hear  complaints  concerning 
it,  except  from  the  few  teachers  who  have  the  boldness  to  confess 
that  they  would  enjoy  a  change  of  location  every  six  months,  or  from 
trustees  who  are  unwilling  to  abide  by  the  consequences  of  engaging, 
without  enquiry,  the  cheapest  and  frequently  the  most  incompetent 
available  teacher." 

The  attendance  during  the  year  is  probably  the  best  in  the  history 
of  the  Province. 

The  enrolments  for  the  half  years  are  greater  respectively  than 
those  of  1886,  when  the  total  enrolment  for  the  year,  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  approximate  method  then  in  use  (see  '*  Changes  of  Pupils  by 
Half  Years,"  page  x.,  report  of  1894)  was  105,410,  the  greatest  total 
on  our  records.  Our  grand  total  attendance  of  10,667,657  days  is 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  1886,  although  the  number  of  school  days  in 
the  year  is  now  less.  It  would  appear  then  that  with  a  total  enrol- 
ment of  100,555  this  year,  we  are  not  only  1845  ahead  of  last  year, 
but  had  a  larger  number  present  everj'  day  of  the  school  year  than 
in  1880. 

The  difference  between  the  total  enrolment,  100,555,  and  the  total 
on  register  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter, '99,025,  represents  the 
enrolments  of  sections  having  school  during  the  first  part  of  the  year. 
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but  no  school   in   the  second   half  year,  or  durijg  the  last  quarter. 
This  difference  is  930. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  school  under  50  days  during 
the  year  decreased  137  ;  thus  indicating  more  continuous  attendance 
than  during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  children  belonging 
to  the  section  increased  by  1700  ;  while  those  from  beyond  the  section 
also  increased  to  the  extent  of  145.  The  number  of  children  between 
5  and  15  who  did  not  attend  school  is  set  down  at  6«35,  as  compared 
with  7485  last  year.  The  visits  of  trustees  ani  parents  increased 
during  the  year,  showing  more  local  interest  in  the  schools,  which  is 
also  evidenced  by  the  400  additional  piizes  offered  and  their  value 
increased  by  S19G. 

AriENDANCE   BY   QUARTERS. 

77,566  pupils  attended  during  the  first  quarter.  10,611  new  pupils 
came  in  during  the  second  quarter,  while  7,270  ceased  attending. 
2959  new  pupils  came  in  during  the  third  quarter,  while  7136  old 
pupils  ceased  attending.  8489  new  pupils  came  in  during  the  fourth 
quarter,  while  4151  old  pupils  ceased  to  attend. 

The  counties  having  the  largest  number  of  pupils  attending  school 
from  beyond  the  limits  of  the  section,  are  Inverness  with  575,  and 
Pictou  with  460.  The  large  number  attending  the  Pictou  Academy, 
the  New  Glasgow  High  School,  and  other  smaller  good  schools  in  the 
latter  county,  from  beyond  their  respective  sections,  accounts  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  460.  A  similar  explanation  will  not  do  for 
every  county.  Where  there  are  too  many  small  sections  children  can 
conveniently  attend  school  in  the  neighboring  section,  especially  if 
their  own  section  is  too  weak  to  support  a  school. 

,  Compulsory   Attendance. 

Quite  a  large  number  of  sections  promptly  adopted  the  new 
Compulsory  Attendance  sections  of  the  Education  Act  of  1895. 
Inspectors  will  now  be  required  to  keep  a  careful  record  of  each 
section  adopting  the  law,  for  once  adopted  it  is  in  force  so 
long  as  the  law  remainvS.  Each  year  all  sections  which  have  not 
adopted  the  law  must  re-vote  on  it  at  the  annual  meeting,  or  be  held 
in  default  of  observance  of  the  law,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to 
receive  any  public  money.  The  law  is  also  more  stringent  than  the 
old  one,  requiring  a  minimum  attendance  of  120  days  each  year.  The 
fines  are  to  be  added  to  and  collected  with  the  sectional  rates  of  the 
following  year.  The  law  was  not  passed  in  time  for  action  upon  it 
during  this  year  in  certain  "  fishing  "  sections  in  which  the  Annual 
Meeting  was  authorized  to  be  held  on  the  last  Monday  of  March.  But 
the  number  of  sections  adopting  the  law  so  soon  after  its  promulgation 
proves  that  it  is  considered  to  be  more  efficient  than  the  old  law  which 
was  adopted  in  very  few,  if  any,  sections  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  success  of  the  law  will  altogether  depend  on  the  character  of  the 
administration  of  the  trustees  of  the  section,  which  it  often  requires 
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as  much  genius  to  govern  effectively  as  some  sovereign  state.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  best  sections  within  each  inspectorate  are  among 
those  which  have  already  adopted  the  law,  and  many  have  voted  funds 
to  carry  the  law  out.  From  the  Annual  Directory  prepared  by  the 
Inspectors  after  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  sections,  each  county 
appears  to  have  led  off  with  the  following  numbers : — 

Annapolis  and  Digby 89  Kings 53 

Antigonish 1  Lunenburg 47 

(^ape  Breton 47  Pictou 10 

Colchester 16  Queens 18 

Cumberland 47  Richmond 26 

Guysboro* ?  Shelburne 3 

Halifax  Co  ?  Victoria .,  ? 

Hants 44  Yarmouth 10 

Inverness ? 

The  Towns*  Compulsory  Attendance  Act  has  been  adopted  in 
several  towns,  such  as  Halifax,  Dartmouth  and  Amheist. 

Financial  Statistics  of  Sections. — VII. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  follow  a  series  of  this  table  for  a  few 
years.  From  the  figures  of  this  year  it  would  appear  that  while  school 
property  rose  over  $40,000  in  value,  the  assessable  property  fell  over 
$1,390,000.  The  total  assessment  on  the  section  is  very  nearly  the 
same  as  last  year,  only  $1000  less.  This  is  an  average  of  from  forty 
to  fifty  cents  less  in  each  section.  This  diminution  appears  to  have 
been  due  to  the  less  need  for  repairs  and  buildings,  and  amounts  to 
an  average  of  $30  for  each  section.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the 
average  section  has  increased  its  vote  of  money  for  the  teacher's 
salary  by  over  $19.  It  should  be  noted  here,  however,  that  although 
there  has  been  retrenchment  in  building  and  repairs  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  which  was  170  per  cent,  greater  than  the  normal 
of  the  first  two  years  of  this  five-year  period,  the  sections  are  still 
expending  50  per  cent,  more  than  the  normal  in  this  work.  The 
other  points  in  this  table  have  been  already  referred  to  in  a  former 
paragraph. 

How  THE  Teacher's  Time  is  Spent  in  the  School. 

Time  Table.— YllL  and  IX, 

So  much  space  was  given  in  my  last  report  to  the  explanation  of  the 
object  of  estimating  the  amount  of  time  spent  in  the  school  room  in  the 
various  subdivisions  of  that  comprehensive  unity — an  education, — and 
to  the  object  of  the  specific  subdivisions  themselves,  that  it  is  not  desir- 
able to  add  anything  so  soon  to  what  was  then  said  ;  and  more 
especially  as  the  matter  has  been  so  much  before  educationists  in  the 
discussions  on  the  Course  of  Study  at  the  Provincial  Association  in 
Truro.  I  would  refer  those  who  read  this  with  the  desire  for  more 
detail,  to  my  report  of  last  year,  beginning  at  page  xxii. 
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Percentage  of  Time  to  each  Subject. 

This  iable  shows  the  number  of  minutes  given  to  each  subject  of 
the  so-called  Common  School  course  by  the  teacher  out  of  every 
hundred  minutes.  Here  is  the  result  compared  with  the  previous 
year : — 

ATerage  percentage  of  eehool 
time  taken  by  Teadier 
Namb  op  Subjict.  for  each  aubjeot. 

18M.  ISM. 

Calisthenics 1.  1.5 

Vocal  Music 1.6  2.1 

Hygiene  and  Temperance 2.3  3.1 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties 1.7  1.6 

Object  Lessons  on  Nature 2.3  2.3 

Spelling 11.3  11.1 

Reading,  etc 23.4  23.7 

('OVfipoHition  and  Grammar 8.0  8.1 

Writing 7.2  6.8 

Book-keeping 2.3  1 .8 

Geography 8.1  7.2 

History  ^ 6.3  6.0 

Drawing 3.1  3.5 

Arithmetic 21.4  21.2 


100,0  100.0 

The  subjects  which  may  he  called  the  "  nerve-exhausting  ones/* 
are  given  in  italics.  They  also  include  those  requiring"  home  lessons." 
The  others  are  the  "  recreative  "  subjects.  But,  as  explained  before^ 
each  different  heading  is  given  here  for  the  purpose  of  always  keep- 
ing before  the  teacher  each  necessary  side  of  his  work.  Some 
require  the  great  bulk  of  the  time,  others  require  little  time  ;  but 
that  little  is  very  important  for  the  attractiveness  and  usefulness  of 
the  school.  To  group  them  into  subjects  in  a  popular  sense,  as 
follows  : 

Subjects  of  CommoiV  School  Course  of  Study  and  Percentage 

OF  Time  given  to  them  in  School. 

Percentoge  of  time. 
18M.  1886. 

(   Spelling 11.3  ) 

1.  English  -|    Reading 23.4     - 42.7  42.9 

I   Composition  . .      8.0  j 

2.  Arithmetic   21.4  21.2 

3.  Geoorraphv  (H.l)  and  History  (G.3) 14.4  13.2 

4.  Writing(7.2),l)rawing(3.1),and  Book-keeping(2.3)  12.6  12.1 

5.  General  intelligence  lessons  and  improvement  exer- 

cises (Cal.,  Music,  Hygiene,  Morals,  &  Nature).     8.9  10.6 

100,0  100.0 

Comparing  the  average  distribution  of  time  during  the  past  two 
years,  it  would  appear  that  on  the  average,  2  minutes  more  in  every 
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1000  minutes  were  given  to  English,  and  2  minutes  less  in  every  1000 
to  Arithmetic.  Geography  and  History  took  up  12  less  in  every 
1000 ;  Writing,  Drawing  and  Book-keeping,  5  less  in  the  1000  ; 
while  the  General  Oral  Lessons  and  Exercises  took  ]7  minutes  more  in 
every  1000  minutes  of  school. 

If  we  take  a  day's  work  to  include  5  hours  without  intermis- 
sion, that  is  300  minutes,  then  during  the  past  year  the  average 
time  given  to  English  each  day  increased  a  little  over  half  a  minute. 
Arithmetic  lost  the  same  time.  Geography  and  History  lost  a  little 
over  three  and  a  half  minutes.  Writing,  Drawing,  and  Book-keeping 
all  together,  lost  a  minute  and  a  half  per  day.  While  Calisthenics 
Music,  Hygiene,  and  Temperance,  etc.,  gained  about  5  minutes  a  day 

'Distribution  of  Time  in  High  Schools  Subjects. 

This  portion  of  the  table  is  interesting  because  it  gives  us  a  glimpse 
into  the  number  of  partial  High  Schools,  that  is  the  number  of  schools 
doing  some  High  School  work  in  addition  to  the  common  school 
work  ;  and  bf  cause  it  shows  us  whether  the  schools  in  the  various 
coonties,  as  well  as  in  the  Province  as  a  whole,  are  endeavoring  to  do 
more  advanced  work  in  obedience  to  popular  demand,  or  are  cutting 
down  their  curricula  to  that  of  the  simple  common  school. 

We  see,  for  instance,  that  the  average  number  of  minutes  given 
per  week  to  Practical  Mathematics,  which  is  a  grade  xi.  subject,  has 
diminished  from  80  minutes  to  62.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  schools  teaching  the  subject  has  increased  from  119  to  235. 
That  is,  the  number  of  schools  teaching  this  advanced  subject  has 
about  doubled  in  the  year ;  but  it  is  evident  that  most  of  the  addi- 
tional schools  have  not  been  able  to  give  more  than  an  average  of  40 
minutes  per  week  to  the  subject.  The  inference  from  this  single 
column  is  that  in  1894  one  school  in  twenty  was  doing  or  attempting 
to  do  High  School  work  of  the  "  third  year  "  ;  and  that  in  1895  one 
in  ten  were  attempting  to  do  the  work.  It  is  possible  that  some 
schools  counted  mathematical  drawing  under  this  head.  Whether 
these  conditions  are  the  best  for  thorough  High  School  work  remains 
to  be  demonstiated.  That  they  are  good  conditions  for  thorough 
common  school  work  in  manv  sections  we  do  not  know.  But  that 
there  is  a  local  demand  for  advanced  work  in  many  rural  schools  we 
know  to  be  a  fact.  There  is  very  fnll  "  home  rule  "  in  each  school 
section,  however  ;  and  in  the  meantime  we  may  assume  that  trustees 
are  working  in  accordance  with  the  general  desire  of  their  several 
constituencies. 

The  next  column  shows  a  similar  tendency.  The  number  of 
schools  in  which  Algebra  is  studied  rose  from  778  to  1124  during  the 
year,  and  82.7  minutes  per  week  are  devoted  to  it.  The  average  time 
per  day  spent  on  common  school  work  in  all  the  schools  of  the  Pro- 
vince is  295.6  minutes  without  intermission.  That  is  about  4  or  5 
minutes  less  than  5  hours  a  day.  But  in  addition  to  this  we 
must  add  the  High  School  work  done  in  many  of  these  schools. 
In  very  nearly  one-half  of  the  schools  of  the  Province,  82.7  minutes 
b 
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per  week,  that  i»,  16.5  minutes  per  day  is  given  to  Algebra.     And  so 
with  regard  to  each  of  the  other  subjects. 

In  Geometry,  which  is  a  pure  High  School  subject,  the  number  of 
schools  introducing  it  went  up  from  580  to  875. 

Natural  Science,  a  subject  involving  a  great  deal  of  labor  to  teach, 
and  one  in  which  our  teachers  as  a  mass  have  had  the  poorest  oppor- 
tunities to  attain  excellence,  has  also  been  introduced  to  a  greater 
extent,  but  much  more  moderately,  the  increase  being  onlv  from  607 
to  778. 

Physiology  went  up  from  104  to  214  schools.  Physics,  from  289 
to  478.  Chemistry,  from  169  to  274.  Latin,  from  69  to  109.  Greek, 
from  16  to  24.     Modern  Languages,  no  change  practically. 

The  general  conclusion  is  that  from  at  least  100  to  200  common 
schools  have  during  the  year  commenced  to  do  High  School  work. 
Here  it  might  be  w^ll  to  quote  a  sentence  or  two  from  my  discussion 
of  the  subject  last  year,  and  a  note  from  the  report  of  Inspector 
Maclsaac,  bearing  on  the  same  point,  this  year  : 

"  Teachers,  as  a  general  rule,  like  to  encourage  their  pupils  to 
advance  as  far  as  possible.  In  country  schools  it  is  therefore  not 
uncommonly  found  that  there  may  be  one  or  two  pupils  doing  some 
high  school  work.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  any  teacher  of  judgment 
will  give  but  very  little  of  the  school  time  to  the  advanced  pupil,  who 
as  a  general  rule,  is  an  interested  student,  and  can  make  progress  by 
occasional  momentary  hints  from  the  teacher." 

"  The  Statutes  and  the  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  provide  for  very  material  aid  to  Hi^h  Schools,  County 
Academies  in  particular,  to  make  provision  for  effective  High  School 
teaching,  in  order  to  obviate  to  some  extent,  the  necessity  of  making 
a  very  poor  provision  for  such  instruction  in  every  section.  But  so 
long  as  teachers  are  tactful  and  trustees  judicious,  there  will  be  no 
demand  for  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  or  a  Statute  to  take 
away  from  sections  the  power  of  allowing  more  or  less  High  School 
work  to  be  done  in  rural  (ungraded)  schools."  —  Report ,  ISQ^t 
page  xxiv. 

And  from  the  Inspector's  Report,  page  78 : 

"  In  a  few  schools  I  have  found  too  much  time  given  to  one  or  two, 
or  three  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  who  were  preparing  for  the 
teachers'  examination.  Individual  teaching  is  very  good  in  its  place, 
but  it  should  not  be  done  at  the  expense  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
pupils.  Teachers  who  undertake  to  make  their  mark  by  successfully 
preparing  pupils  for  these  examinations,  should  endeavor  to  under- 
stand the  art  of  protitably  employing  and  interesting  the  primary 
grades  in  the  school  while  they  are  engaged  in  High  School  work.' 


ft 


Classification  of  Pupils. — IX. 

Adding  in  the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  belonging  to  public 
Kindergartens  with  tliose  of  Grade  I,  we  have  the  following  classifi^ 
cation  of  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  : — 
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1894.  1895. 

Gradel 18,908  19,470 

»      II 13,489  13,042 

•«      III 12.184  12,361 

»      IV 12,672  13011 

••      V 11,158  10,833 

••      VI 9,202  9,711 

••      VII  9,409  9,854 

••      VIII 6,489  6.745 

Total  Common  School  Pupils.  93,511  95,027 

Grade  IX 2,922  3,553 

••      X 1,186  1,331 

'•      XI    460  576 

n      XII 82  68 

Total  High  School  Pupils 4,650  5,528 

Total  Public  School  Pupils 98,161  100,555 

These  4,650  and  5,528  High  School  Pupils  include  1,095  and  1,174 
respectively,  who  are  taking  only  a  partial  High  School  course. 

Deducting  from  the  general  returns  of  pupils  of  High  School  grade, 
those  returned  as  belonging  to  the  County  Academies,  we  find  the 
number  returned  by  teachers  as  of  High  School  grade  who  are  in 
attendance  at  the  non-academic  High  Schools  and  partial  High  Schools. 
We  must  take  this  enumeration  with  some  reserve,  as  the  classification 
is  based  not  upon  the  examination  of  a  central  board  of  examiners, 
but  simply  on  the  estimate  of  the  teachers  themselves  throughout  the 
country. 

General  Classification  of  High  School  Students. 


1894. 

633 

453 

357 

49 

1895. 

Full  Course  Academic  Grade  IX.. .    593 

X...    423 

XI...    303 

XII...      52 

1371 

1860 

1095 

324 

II           "               Total 

Total . . 

II 
II 
II 

« 

1492 

»•         Non-Academic,  Total 

Partial  Course,  Acad,  and  Non-Acad.  . . 
Errors  in  Classification 

2593 

1174 

269 

Totals 

4650 

5528 

From  this  it  appears  that  there  were,  according  to  the  estimates  of 
the  teachers  themselves,  2593  "  full  course "  High  School  students 
studying  outside  the  County  Academies  which  have  altogether  but 
1492.  The  324  and  269  are  the  sums  of  the  students  enrolled  each 
year  in  columns  10  to  13  of  the  table,  which  have  not  been  counted 
in  column  15.  The  discrepancy  is  less  this  year  than  last  year,  and 
probably  indicates  "  partial  course  "  students. 
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Grneral  Classiffcatiox  of  all  tuPILS. 

1894.  1885. 

Common  Schools  and  Kindergartens 9*^511  95,027 

Partial  High  School  Pupils    1,419  1,443 

Non-Academic  High  School  Pupils 1,860  2,593 

Academic  High  School  Pupils 1,371  1.492 


Totals   98,161  100,555 


Candidates  at  Prov.  Examination 1,922  2,399 


Analysis  of  High  School  Studies. 

Tables  x.  to  xii. 

The  authorities  governing  the  Halifax  County  Academy  which 
last  year  furnished  the  largest  quota  to  the  highest  grade,  decided  to 
take  advantage  of  the  optional  character  of  the  said  grade  xii.,  and 
have  confined  the  attention  of  its  large  staff  of  instruction  to  the 
grades  ix.,  x.,  and  xi.,  during  the  present  year.  This  is  responsible 
for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  students  in  this  grade.  In  the 
opinion  of  some  it  is  desirable.  These  hold  that  the  subjects  of  grade 
xii.  are  likely  to  be  studied  to  greater  advantage  in  the  universities, 
and  that  the  extensive  range  of  subjects  in  the  said  grade  took  too 
large  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  teaching  staff  for  a  dispropor- 
tionately small  number  of  students. 

The  number  taking  optional  subjects  did  not  increase  so  fast  as 
those  taking  the  imperative.  In  some  cases  they  have  actually 
diminished.  This  may  be  caused  to  some  extent  by  the  fact  that  at 
the  Provincial  Examination  no  credit  is  given  for  any  marks  in 
optional  subjects  which  fall  below  25. 

Salaries  of  Teacheks. — XIV.  and  XV. 

The  average  salaries  of  uiale  teachers  of  classes  A,  C  and  D,  have 
suV)Stantially  increased.  The  average  of  class  B  has  decreased 
principally  owing  to  the  heavy  fall  in  a  few  counties.  In  a  majority 
of  the  counties  there  was  an  increase.  But  the  fall  in  Antigonish 
from  $341 17  to  $293.77,  in  Inverness  from  $411.88  to  $233.77,  and  in 
Victoria  fiom  $401.88  to  $267.77,  neutralized  large  increases  in  other 
counties  in  this  class. 

The  average  salary  of  female  class  A  has  diminished  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  the  number  of  the  teachers,  the  new  teachers  engaging 
at  a  lower  salary  than  the  old  teachers  whose  salaries  have  not 
declined.  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  averasfe  salaries  of  classes 
B  and  C ;  but  the  average  salary  of  class  D  has  increased. 

On  the  whole,  there  has  been  a  general  rise  in  the  rate  of  salaries, 
which  corresponds  with  the  increase  in  the  amount  voted  by  the 
sections  for  salaries — $35,876.80,  and  the  increase  in  the  Provincial 
Grant — $14,970.91;  which  indicates  a  total  increase  of  $50,847.71. 
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County  Academies. — XIX. 

A  valuable  feature  in  this  table  not  found  in  the  general  tables,  is 
the  average  age  of  each  grade  on  the  first  day  of  the  school  year. 
These  figures  are  correct  to  two  decimal  places ;  and  as  they  are  the 
calculations  of  the  leaders  of  the  teaching  profession  in  our  Province, 
their  absolute  accuracy  can  be  relied  upon.  From  this  it  appears  that 
the  average  of  the  average  age  of  grade  ix.  in  each  Academy  of  the 
Province,  is  about  15  years  and  5  months  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
year  ;  grade  x.,  about  16  years  and  9  months  ;  grade  xi.,  about  17  years 
and  10  months  ;  and  grade  xii.  about  19  years.  Candidates  have  gone 
up  to  the  last  Provincial  Examination  at  12  years  of  age,  and  some 
candidates  between  12  and  13  were  successful  in  obtaining  grade  D  ; 
but  three  years  ago  males  were  not  allowed  to  present  themselves 
at  the  Provincial  (then  Teachers')  Examination  until  they  were  17 
years  of  age,  and  females  16  years.  The  sound  judgment  of  the 
Academy  headmasters,  I  trust,  is  not  in  favor  of  this  attempt  at 
rapid  advancement  characteristic  of  many  schools  dping  High  School 
work  during  the  last  year.  In  fact,  in  the  Academies,  the  average  age 
of  grade  ix.  has  advanced  47  days  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  ;  grade  x.,  57  days  ;  grade  xi.,  230  days ;  and  grade  xii.,  277  days. 

The  difference  between  the  average  ages  of  each  grade  in  the 
different  Academies  will  depend  somewhat  on  the  source  of  supply  of 
the  students.  If  thev  all  come  from  the  graded  schools  of  the 
town  the  average  age  is  likely  to  be  low.  If  many  come  from  beyond 
the  section  the  average  age  will  be  greater  as  a  rule.  Then  again,  the 
degree  of  severity  with  which  the  examiners  mark  the  County 
Academy  Entrance  Examination  papers  at  the  different  institutions, 
tends  to  affect  the  average  age  of  those  admitted. 

The  Provincial  Grants  to  the  Academies  are  greater  this  year  by 
$2,610. 

I  was  not  able  to  visit  all  of  the  County  Academies  during  the 
year.  But  I  am  able  to  report  that  the  Provincial  Examinations  are 
supplementing  the  inspection  method  to  such  an  extent  that  the  work 
done  by  each  can  be  more  accurately  estimated  than  ever  before.  In 
some  ca<»es  the  buildings  and  equipment  are  not  up  to  the  standard, 
while  the  teacher  is  doing  all  that  is  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
The  authorities  have  been  notified  of  these  defects,  and  reasonable 
time  will  be  given  in  accordance  with  the  law  to  have  them  removed. 
When  buildings  of  good  architectural  appearance,  with  superior 
heating  and  ventilating  arrangements,  and  other  modern  conveniences, 
are  being  erected  where  no  Academic  Grant  is  given,  the  County 
Academies  must  speedily  come  up  to  the  same  standard  or  excel  it, 
otherwise  the  continuance  of  the  grant  cannot  be  justified. 

The  Academy  at  Sydney  has  been  extensively  renovated  and 
improved  during  the  year.  The  Academy  at  Antigonish,  St.  Francis 
Xavier's  College,  is  superior  in  every  respect;  and  the  common  school 
buildings,  it  is  hoped,  may  some  day  do  credit  to  the  town.  Guysboro 
has  erected  a  well  warmed,  ventilated,  and  modern  building  of  fine 
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appearance,  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sites.  Lunenburg  has  done 
the  same  on  a  larger  scale  ;  and  while  the  structure  is  one  of  our  best 
examples  of  the  new  school,  its  site  and  proportions  add  conspicu- 
ously to  the  beauty  of  one  of  our  most  picturesque  towns.  The 
opening  of  this  Academy,  after  the  close  of  the  school  year,  will  bring 
a  reference  to  it  into  ray  next  report. 

Digby  has  only  lately  erected  its  pretty  brick  public  school,  which 
contains  the  County  Academy  as  a  department.  Kings  County 
Academy  at  Kentville  has  nearly  doubled  the  size  of  the  original 
building  during  the  year,  and  it  is  fitted  up  with  a  hot  air  and 
ventilating  system,  and  a  chemical  laboratory.  Beautiful  grounds 
have  also  been  purchased  around  its  interesting  site.  The  Amherst 
Academy  has  also  only  lately  been  completed  as  the  best  finished  and 
equipped  public  school  in  the  Province  at  the  date  of  its  completion. 
The  Colchester  Academy  at  Truro,  too,  has  only  lately  arisen  as  a 
separate  building  from  those  of  the  common  schools,  and  has  taken 
its  rank  among  the  largest  of  our  Academies. 

The  Pictou  Academy  which,  when  built  fifteen  ago,  was  the  best 
of  its  kind,  had  been  undergoing  during  the  year  still  further 
enlargement,  more  especially  for  laboratory  extension.  A  stroke  of 
lightning  early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October,  set  the 
building  on  fire  and  reduced  it  to  ruins.  In  my  next  report  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  say  that  the  restored  building  will  be  the  best  of  its 
kind  in  the  Province.  This  I  infer  from  the  manner  in  which  its 
restoration  and  enlargement  have  been  commenced. 


Provincial  High  School  Examination.— XXI. 

In  my  last  report  so  large  a  space  (pages  xxix.  to  xxxix.)  was 
devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  principles  involved  in  examinations, 
promotions,  and  the  course  of  study,  that  it  is  sufficient  now  to  call 
attention  to  but  a  few  points.  The  course  of  study  is  now  undergoing 
the  usual  annual  revision,  to  embody  the  results  of  our  latest  experi- 
ence as  indicated  in  conference  and  otherwise. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  leading  figures  of  the  table 
compared  with  the  previous  years  : 


• 

1892. 

1 

1893. 

1 

1894. 

1S95. 

No.  of  Candidates 

1,431 
175 
209 
5 
66 
330 
430 
831 

1,506 
598 
317 
10 
157 
289 
459 
915 

1,922 
760 
342 
30 
182 
337 
543 

1,092 

2,:)99 

No.  received  (irade  apolied  for 

684 

lower  Grade  than  applied  for 

•'          Grade  A 

325 
15 

w       B 

189 

..       C 

277 

D 

S54 

Total  High  School  Certi6cates  won 

1.070 

In  1892  the  certificates  were   Licenses,  and  male  candidates  were 
required  to  attain  the  age  of  17,  and  female  candidates  the  age  of  16 
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years,  before  bein^  admitted  to  the  examination.  Now  there  is  no 
limitation  of  age  for  examination  or  certi6cates  of  scholarship.  The 
age  limit  is  required  only  for  the  issuance  of  Licenses  for  teach- 
ing. 

This  year  candidates  went  up  to  examination  as  young  as  the  age 
of  12  years  ;  and  a  aggfregafce  of  over  1000  was  successfully  made  on 
A  (classical)  by  a  candidate  of  16  years  and  4  months.  It  should  be 
expected  that  the  proportion  of  successful  candidates  admitted  only 
after  the  mature  age  of  16  and  17  years  should  be  very  much  greater 
than  when  there  is  no  such  limitation.  There  are,  however,  many 
advantages  in  favor  of  the  general  usefulness  of  our  present  system. 
The  increasing  number  coming  up  each  year  proves  its  popularity. 
The  only  danger  is,  that  teachers  may  in  some  cases  advance  pupils 
too  rapidly.  But  with  experienced  teachers  of  good  judgment  there 
will  be  no  ill-advised  attempts  at  promotion.  The  following  remarks 
of  Inspectors  may  be  quoted  on  this  point. 

Inspector  Craig,  page  90,  says  : 

**  While  no  official  information  touching  the  results  of  the  exami" 
nation  has'  been  received,  I  have  been  able  to  learn  that,  generally,  they 
were  disappointing.  This  1  anticipated  in  my  last  report  when 
alluding  to  indifferent  promotions  on  the  course  of  study. 

"  Children  get  the  impression  that  they  are  going  to  be  advanced 
after  spending  a  year  in  a  certain  grade,  and,  whether  meriting  or 
not,  they  are  hurried  on  to  the  high  school  course  at  such  a  pace  that 
they  are  to  be  found  there  at  the  tender  age  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years, 
trying  to  do  the  work  which  requires  maturer  minds  to  grasp.  A  boy 
of  average  ability,  with  special  training,  may  pass  the  9th  grade,  but 
the  step  is  a  long  one  for  the  same  pupil  to  the  10th  in  another  year. 
I  do  not  argue  that  the  standard  is  too  high,  but  I  require  more 
thorough  work  in  the  common  school  grades  and  more  discrimination 
among  teachers  in  making  promotions." 

Inspector  Morse,  page  67  and  68,  says : 

"  Three  hundred  and  ten  candidates  applied  for  examination  for 
scholarship  certificates  at  the  four  stations  in  this  Inspectoral  District, 
of  vf  hom  fifty -nine  took  the  minimum  professional  exaraivation  in 
addition.  The  number  applying  for  Grade  A,  was  13  ;  for  Grade  B, 
58 ;  for  Grade  C,  84 ;  and  for  Grade  D,  155.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  candidates  will  fail  in  securing 
certificates,  for  the  reason  that  many  of  them  are  quite  young  and 
have  not  had  sufficient  mental  development  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  original  questions  in  a  logical  manner.  This  must  be  expected 
so  long  as  candidates  come  from  miscellaneous  as  well  as  graded 
schools,  and  are  certified  by  inexperienced  as  well  as  experienced 
teachers.  Further,  all  teachers  are  not  equally  judicious  in  certifying 
to  the  fitness  of  applicants  for  examination." 

*'  The  prescribed  Course  of  Study  is  being  fairly  well  followed. 
In  many  of  the  schools  the  work  of  the  course  is  being  more  or  less 
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thoroughly  and  systematically  done.  Some  inexperienced  or  untrained 
teachers  are  to  be  found,  however,  who  partially  neglect  the  oral  work, 
and  who  promote  their  pupils  far  more  rapidly  than  their  attainments 
warrant.  To  this  fact  may  be  attributed  a  large  proportion  of  the 
failures  to  pass  the  Provincial  Examination.  As  the  number  of 
Normal  trained  teachers  is  gradually  increasing,  it  is  fair  to  expect 
more  thorough  work  in  the  common  school  department  of  the  Course 
of  Study,  and  consequently  fewer  failures  to  obtain  scholarship 
certificates." 

Another  point  has  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  This  is  the 
first  year  that  no  relaxation  had  to  be  made  by  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  with  respect  to  candidates  falling  below  the  minimum  of 
25,  (for  which  regulations  see  October  Journal  of  Education  for  18J)3 
and  1894).  We  have  this  year  outgrown  the  necessity  of  any  further 
allowance  on  account  of  the  transition  from  the  old  to  the  now  system. 
The  fact  that  the  results  of  the  examination  are  in  some  respects  even 
superior  to  those  of  the  previous  years,  although  the  conditions  in 
some  respects  were  more  severe,  is  a  very  creditable  testimony  to  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  body  of  our  teachers. 

Inexperienced  teachers  who  are  preparing  candidates,  have  to  be 
reminded  of  the  fact  that  in  testing  their  own  candidates  as  to  their 
fitness  for  the  Provincial  Examinations,  they  should  remember  that 
they  are  not  likely  to  put  questions  on  points  which  escaped  their 
own  attention  when  teaching.  Furthermore,  that  they  will  be  prone 
to  put  questions  to  their  own  candidates  on  points  on  which  while 
teaching  they  laid  special  stress.  Candidates  are  therefore  likely  to 
have  their  records  at  the  school  examinations  under  perhaps  the  great 
majority  of  teachers,  all  of  whom  are  both  capable  and  honest, 
reduced  at  the  Provincial  Examinations  from  10  to  40  per  cent., 
according  to  the  care  of  the  teacher  in  guarding  against  the  tendency 
referred  to.  As  soon  as  this  principle  is  more  fully  apprehended  by 
teachers  as  a  whole,  the  results  of  the  Provincial  Examinations  will 
not  so  often  be  disappointing  to  them. 

Written  examinations  cannot  test  every  qualification  of  a  scholar 
equally  well.  It  is,  however,  our  most  convenient  approximative  test 
of  scholarship.  It  is  more  particularly  defective  in  testing  practical 
scientific  ability,  and  accomplishments  of  voice  and  manner.  Such 
subjects  are  therefore  in  the  more  especial  domain  of  the  official  inspec- 
tions and  public  examinations  in  each  school. 

In  Appendix  G.  is  given  a  table  showing  the  average  mark  of 
candidates  on  each  subject  at  each  station  ;  and  also  as  a  measure  of 
the  approximate  easy  or  difticult  character  of  each  examination  paper, 
the  highest  mark  on  each  made  by  a  candidate.  W^here  schools  have 
been  under  the  charge  of  experienced  and  etiective  teachers  whose 
pupils  had  had  a  thorough  grounding  in  all  the  common  school  sub- 
jects, the  candidates  were  as  generally  successful  as  could  be  desired. 
Such  schools  are  found  in  various  counties  of  the  Province,  and  are 
indisputable  evidence  of  the  fact  that  neither  the  Course  of  Study 
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nor  the  st&nd&rd  of  the  examiners,  as  a  general  rule,  is  too  advanced 
for  our  present  conditions. 

The  following  table  of  the  average  of  Station  Averages  (Provincial 
Average)  made  on  each  subject  of  the  B.  C,  and  D  grades,  may  be 
interesting  for  the  purpose  of  the  conipariaon  of  "  marks"  made  by 
candidates.  It  will  show  whether  any  particular  "  mark  "  is  above 
or  below  the  Provincial  average  on  the  subject.  An  improvement 
on  these  averages  is  rea.sonably  expected  in  18&G.  The  highest 
"  mark  "  made  on  each  subject  is  given  in  the  lines  below  : 

Average  Prmii-nciat  value  of  each  subject  in  Grade  B,  0,  and  D,  1895_ 
Also  highest  "  mark  "  viade  by  any  Candidate. 
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Minimum  Professional  Qualification  Examemation. 

The  number  of  candidates  who  went  up  to  this  examination  shows 
an  increa.sA  of  6o  on  the  previous  year.  3o4  were  successful  in 
taking  some  rank  as  compared  with  314  last  year.  A  summary  of 
the  examination  compared  with  that  of  1894  i_s  here  given  : 

1694.  1865. 

Candidates  obtaining  First  Hank 34  10 

Second  Bank 158  152 

Third  Rank 122  192 

failed 20  45 

Total  candidates 334  399 

These  certiGcate^^,  with  the  appropriate  High  School  certificates, 
are  conditions  necessary  for  securing  a  teacher's  License ;  but  they 
rank  one  degree  lower  than  the  corre.sponding  diplomas  from  the 
Normal  School. 
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CoNspEcTDs  OF  M.  P.  Q.  Examination  Results  by  Stations. 


Amherst   

Aniupolia  

Antigonisb .   . 

Arichut 

Baiitleclc   . . 

Barringtoii 

BridjjeUiwii 

Cheticamp 

Cl.t« 

Digby . . 

HiSiUx°.'.. '.'..... 

KoDtviUe 

Liverpool    

LcMikeport  

Lunenburg 

Mailliiiiil 

M»rgftree    Forka  . 
New   Olugow  . . . 

P«rr»bor(i    

Pictou 


Port  Hftwkesbury  . 

Port  Hood 

Shetbume 

Sberbrooke 

S)priughill   

Sydney  

TatftTnagouclie 


22     an    Bfl9  I  IQ  '152    IK; 


Teachehs'  Licenses  Granted, 

III  order  to  obtnin  a  [.icenie  for  teacliinfj  ilie  candidate  must 
present,  (I)  the  evidence  of  scholarship  prescribcl ;  (2)  the  evidence 
of  professional  qiialitication  prescribeil ;  and  (:i)  tlie  certiticate  of  age 
and  character  prescribed. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-five  iiceriKes  were  j:rj»nted  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  250  the  previous  year.  These  figures  indicate  that  the 
province  is  recoverinfr  from  the  threatened  sti'itjgency  in  the  supply 
of  teachers  due  to  the  shock  of  chanj^e.  As  n<t  more  licenses  should 
be  granted  than  is  sufficient  to  supply  tlie  sclnwila  of  the  province, 
whenever  there  appears  to  he  over-production,  all  the  change  required 
to  check  it  will  be  to  require  teacliers  to  make  an  agsirepate  of  at 
least  4-50  or  600,  as  circumstances   niay    reijuire.  instead   of  the   400 
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necessary  for  the  High  School  pass  certificate  in  each  grade.  Regula- 
tions 7,  8,  9,  and  10,  page  xxix,  School  Law  Manual  of  1895,  have 
been  drawn  up  with  a  special  view  to  their  easy  amendment  by  simply 
<;hanging  the  figures,  and  thus  raising  the  scholarship  standard  of  the 
profession  without  raising  the  standard  of  the  *'  pass "  in  the  High 
■Schools,  which  may  remain  at  the  original  400,  the  equivalent  of  50 
per  cent  of  the  possible  "  marks  "  on  the  imperative  subjects  of  the 
^course  of  study. 

Licenses   Granted  in    1894  and  1895  Compared,  showing  the 

Proportion  of  Sexes. 


M. 

Class  A  (Classical) 6 

••     A  (Scientific) 2 

"     B 10 

C 18 

D 16 

"     D  (Provisional) 10 


1894. 

F.        Totals. 


II 


II 


2 

0 
27 
54 
67 
38 


8 

2 

37 

72 

83 
48 


M. 

6 
3 
21 
3S 
23 
29 


1895. 
F.     ToUls. 


2 
0 

31 
68 
75 
69 


8 

3 

52 

106 

98 

98 


Totals 62       188       250 


120       245       365 


Increase  in  1895 


M. 
58 


F. 
67 


Total. 

115 


We  discover  from  thivS  table  that  during  the  year  there  was 
actually  a  greater  increase  of  male  than  of  female  teachers.  The  differ- 
ence is  only  one  in  favor  of  the  male  ;  but  that  there  is  a  difference  in 
his  favor  is  the  remarkable  point. 

Compared  with  the  Two  Previous  Years. 

1893. 

Class  A  (Classical) 7 

A  (Scientific) 2 

B 28 

C 44 

D 48 

D  (Provisional)   89 


II 


II 


II 


I* 


218 


1894. 

1805. 

8 

8 

2 

3 

37 

32 

72 

106 

83 

98 

48 

98 

250 


365 


Opening  of  New  School  Buildings. 


On  the  first  of  November,  1894, 1  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
at  the  formal  opening  of  the  New  Glasgow  High  School.  The  occa- 
sion was  one  of  wide-spread  interest,  as  was  manifested  by  the  notable 
array  of  the  public  men  of  the  province  present.  A  view  of  the 
building  is  given  in  the  frontispiece.  It  is  designed  for  High  School 
work  alone,  and  is  furnished  with  a  very  complete  suite  of  rooms, 
laboratories,  class-rooms,  &c.,  such  as  are  necessary  for  convenient  and 
thorough  work  to  da}'.  The  building  is  of  brick,  trimmed  with  brown 
stone,   on    a  fine  site,   well    finished    in    hardwood    within,   halls  so 


XXVlll  EDUCATION — SUPEBINTENDENT  S    REPORT. 

arranged  as  to  separate  the  sexes  until  the  class-room  is  entered, 
heating  and  ventilation  on  the  most  approved  system  and  ample.  It 
is  at  present  the  best  modelled   High  School  building  in  the  province. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1895,  I  was  present  at  the  opening 
of  the  public  school  building  of  Parrsboro.  It  contains  departments 
for  all  the  schools,  including  the  High  School  department.  The  build- 
ing is  of  wood,  but  it  is  well  furnished  within,  and  is  warmed  and 
ventilated  by  a  very  effective  system  of  hot  air  from  furnaces  in  the 
basement.  Good  grounds  have  also  been  secured,  but  they  have  only 
just  been  set  out  with  trees.  The  lithograph  opposite  gives  a  c^ood 
idea  of  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  building  which  is  a  credit  to 
the  educational  sentiment  of  the  community,  and  an  important  addi- 
tion to  the  public  school  architecture  of  the  province. 

Appendices. 

It  remains  for  me  to  make  some  allusions  to  the  subject  matter  of 
the  various  appendices,  to  whjch  I  must  refer  you  for  details, 
in  order  come  the  reports,  pages  43  to  55,  of  the  Principals  of  th 


First 
e 


Provincial  Normal  School  and  of  the  School  of  Agriculture, 

institutions  which  henceforward  are  to  be  more  intimately  associated 
together  than  in  the  past.  The  attendance  of  pupils  at  the  former 
increased  from  130  of  the  previous  year  to  177  of  this  year.  The  good 
spirit  of  the  students  towards  the  institution  was  appropriately  demon- 
strated by  the  presentation  of  statuary  for  its  adornment.  Following 
this  the  government  procured  the  first  supply  of  plaster  casts  for  the 
Art  Department.  The  spirit  of  the  instructors  is  admirable  ;  for  several 
of  them  have  come  forward  to  study  practically  v;:ith  their  classes 
departments  of  Natural  Science  which  the  smallness  of  the  staff  in  the 
School  of  Agriculture  made  it  impossible  otherwise  to  overtake.  It 
would  be  very  desirable  to  have  all  the  available  space  in  the  hallways 
and  other  suitable  places,  appropriately  adorned  with  as  complete  a  col- 
lection as  possible  of  the  various  natural  productions  of  the  province 
scientifically  named  and  classified,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
effective  study  of  all  our  natural  resources. 

The  report  of  the  Principal  of  the  School  of  Agriculture,  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  Normal  School,  gives  an  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  students'  work  in  this  department.  In  his  suggestions  he  com- 
plains with  justice  of  the  "  tendency  to  be  superficial  in  our  education, 
and  particularly,"  he  says,  "  is  this  true  of  the  present  studies  of 
botany  and  physiology."  But  there  is  even  more  truth  in  the  paradox 
that  there  is  not  superficiality  enough  after  all  in  the  study  of  these 
same  subjects.  When  practical  knowledge  lies  so  deep  that  it  can 
never  be  utilized  in  the  constant  contact  with  our  environment  on  the 
superficial  plane  of  human  daily  use  and  labor,  it  may  be  said  to  be 
buried,  so  far  from  superficial  is  it.  With  intensive  work  on  a  few 
types  there  must  be  combined  the  comprehensive  co-ordination  of  obser- 
vations on  all  the  natural  elements  lying  openly  at  the  base  of  industrial 
and  social  life.     The  teacher,  as  a  botanist,  should  not  only   know 
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some  methods  of  investigating  the  hidden  structure  and  marvellous 
genesis  of  typical  forms  of  vegetable  life,  but  should  also  have  an 
outline  knowledge  of  the  classification,  functions,  and  industrial  uses 
of  the  flora  indi^jenous  to  the  rural  school  section.  Although  the 
equipment  of  the  School  of  Agriculture  is  the  best  in  our  province  for 
such  work,  the  time  which  the  student  can  spend  in  it  is  comparatively 
very  short.     But  the  most  is  being  made  of  that  short  time. 

With  advancing  salaries  for  'our  teachers  we  may  soon,  perhaps, 
be  able  to  insist  on  a  more  extended  course  in  which  the  prospective 
teacher  may  acquire  a  fuller  and  more  practical  training  for  the 
development  of  such  classes  of  citizens  as  the  country  stands  in  need 
of.  Such  a  teacher  can  conduct  his  lessons  on  nature  in  the  rural 
school  so  as  to  lay  the  scientific  foundation  of  domestic  economy,  of 
agriculture,  of  horticulture,  of  mining,  of  fishing,  of  mechanics  and  the 
like.  The  farmers  are  calling  for  a  text  book  in  agriculture,  as  if  that 
would  be  likely  to  make  the  boys  love  the  farm.  The  housewives  want 
a  textbook  to  exploit  the  elements  of  the  household  chemistry,  physics 
and  biolog3^  and  so  on.  But  when  every  class  in  the  country  has  its 
industrial  text  book  in  school,  the  work  will  become  too  mnemonical 
and  divided,  and  the  instruction  will  tend  to  cause  every  living  soul 
to  forswear  the  cause  of  its  infantile  torture  for  ever  after. 

Theie  is  but  one  book  of  nature  ;  and  for  man  and  maid,  farmer 
and  fisher,  miner  and  mechanic,  its  alphabet  is  the  same.  Its  '  a,  b, 
abs,"  are  the  same.  If  the  farmer  lad  goes  to  any  agricultural 
college,  he  must  commence  by  studying  the  ground,  the  stones,  the 
hills,  the  swamps,  the  blades  of  grass  and  corn,  and  the  beasts  of 
a  thousand  hills  which  feed  thereon.  Why  should  he  not  do  this 
elementarv  work  in  school  ?  And  so  with  each  of  the  other  classes. 
The  elements  of  all  industrial  science  are  the  same.  It  is  but  the 
accurate  observation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  forces  of  nature 
work,  and  the  classification  of  the  principles  observed  so  that  the 
individual  can  easily  remember  and  apply  the  knowledge  gained.  The 
teacher  may  change  his  nature  lessons  into  any  or  every  local  industry 
in   which  his  pupils  can  be  made  to  take  an  interest. 

Inspector  Craig,  in  his  report,  has  well  taken  the  point  for  the 
farmer,  see  page  89,  as  follows  : 

"There  is  but  one  subject  in  the  course  of  study  which  I  wish  to 
refer  to  briefly,  that  is  agriculture,  which  is  first  mentioned  in  the 
8th  grade.  1  beg  leave  to  suggest  its  place  in  all  the  grades.  The 
nature  work  may  be  so  adapted  that  its  trend  may  be  in  this  direction. 
Let  the  lessons  in  botany,  ornithology,  entomology,  chemistry,  have  a 
bearing  on  the  agricultural  life  of  the  section.  There  is  no  factor  so 
potent  to  popularize  that  calling,  from  which  we  have  been  drifting 
away  so  long,  as  the  profession  of  teaching. 

The  very  nature  of  an  inspector's  duties  gives  him  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  know  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  rural  life.  Asso- 
ciated a  greater  portion  of  the  year  with  the  farming  class,  he  hears 
their  grievances  and  discovers  their  wants.  It  is  strikingly  noticeable 
the  improvidence  displayed  in  the  homes  and  upon  the  farms  of  50 
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per  cent,  of  the  peopla  This  arises  mainly  from  an  ignorance  of  the 
first  principles  taught  in  the  elementary  sciences. 

Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  farmers  do  not  now  enjoy  the  luxuries, 
which  Providence  has  placed  within  reach  of  their  hands  were  they 
taught  how  to  extend  them.  The  delicacies  of  a  good  garden  are 
almost  unknown.  The  continual  and  injudicious  cropping  of  farms  in 
the  tirst  settled  portions  of  the  county,  have  forced  hundreds  to  leave 
them  for  the  precarious  living  of  city,  or  town.  But  our  teachers  need 
first  to  be  taught.  Few,  though  coming  from  country  homes,  have  a 
practical,  much  less  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  farming  The  excellent 
institution  at  Truro  affiliated  with  the  Normal  School,  has  been  muni- 
ficently equipped  for  an  agricultural  education,  and  the  fullest  advan- 
tage should  be  taken  of  it.  No  teacher  should  leave  the  training 
school  until  he  or  she  has  completed  a  course  in  some  branch  of 
agriculture. 

The  action  of  a  number  of  teachers  in  voluntarily  taking  a  course 
during  the  summer  holidays,  suggests  an  extension  of  the  Normal 
School  term  in  this  department  through  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  when  there  is  much  to  be  seen  and  learned." 

When  education  is  becoming  universal,  as  it  is  with  us,  we  must 
cease  to  develop  it  solely  on  the  good  old  road  leading  directly  to  the 
comparatively  few  old-timo  learned  professions,  or  else  we  will  inevit- 
ably injure  our  country.  In  addition  to  the  old  road  we  must  have 
those  radiating  to  the  wide  fields  of  all  possible  industries  which  skirt 
the  horizon.  To  captain  intelligent  labor  is  as  noble  as  to  lead  a  band 
of  patriots.  To  develop  property  is  as  noble  as  to  be  able  to  write 
instruments  to  convey  it  To  study  the  very  works  of  the  Creator  of 
all  things  in  the  search  for  truth  is  as  noble  as  studying  the  concep- 
tions of  seers  who  dreamed  instead  of  observing. 

School  of  Horticulture. 

Under  section  4  (8)  of  the  Education  Act  of  1895,  I  am  required 
"  to  collect  as  far  as  possible  the  statistics  of  all  educational  institu- 
tions in  the  province.' 


»$ 


As  the  report  of  Professor  E.  E.  Faville,  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
School  of  Horticulture,  is  published  by  the  department  of  Agriculture, 
it  is  not  appended  hereto.  The  school  was  established  at  Wolfville 
by  the  Fruit  Growers'  Association,  and  was  opened  in  January, 
1894.  It  receives  a  grant  from  the  provincial  treasury  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  persons  taking  the  course  of  instruction — $50  for 
each  full  course  student  up  to  the  maximum  of  $2000.  The  attend- 
ance each  year  has  been  as  follows  : 

iStadents. 

1894 83 

1895 43 

1896 49  (at  opening). 

A  four  month  s  winter  course  opens  in  January  of  each  year.  The 
full  course  of  study  is  two  years,  with  a  diploma  at  completion.  The 
work    comprises  a  practical  study  of  horticulture   and    its   kindred 
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branches,  including  small  fruit,  as  well  as  large.  The  school  has 
accessory  aid  for  practical  work,  such  as  a  library,  laboratory,  fjreen- 
house,  orchard,  nursery,  garden,  &c.  Prof«»ssor  Faville  also  delivered 
from  two  to  three  lectures  in  each  county  in  the  province  during  the 
past  year  as  a  part  of  his  regular  work.  Were  it  possible  to  have 
the  schools  of  Agriculure  and  Horticulture  consolidated,  there  would 
be  much  advantage  in  dealing  with  the  elements  of  science  common 
to  them  both,  and  more  time  set  free  for  the  treatment  of  special 
subjects.  And  when  the  common  school  pupils  receive  generally  the 
proper  kind  of  object  lessons  from  teachers  who  know  how  to  investi- 
gate their  surroundings,  these  schools  can  commence  their  work  at  a 
more  advanced  stage. 

Inspection. 

Appendix  B,  commencing  at  page  56,  contains  the  reports  of 
Inspectors.  It  must  not  be  thought  that  these  documents  are  the  sum 
total  of  their  communications  with  the  department.  Every  month 
detailed  reports  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools  inspected  by  them  are 
transmitted.  All  the  returns  from  teachers  within  their  inspectorates 
are  examined  by  them,  verified,  and  finally  summed  up  in  appropriate 
form  for  the  central  office.  At  the  bejjinning  of  the  school  year  they 
are  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  annual  meetings  in  all  the  school 
sections  under  their  charge,  and  are  notified  promptly  when  each 
school  is  opened.  They  have  thus  a  directory  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  within  their  district  kept  always  posted  up  to  date,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same,  with  monthly  corrections,  to  the  Educa- 
tion Office.  Then  there  are  the  numerous  incidental  problems  which 
come  up  with  infinite  variations  from  time  to  time  from  different 
sections  of  the  province.  For  the  proper  growth  and  development  of 
the  schools,  the  inspector  and  his  influence  is  the  greatest  controling 
power.  The  reports  will  disclose  to  some  extent  the  character  of  the 
interest  taken  in  the  schools  by  each.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the 
most  fluent  writer  may  not  always  be  the  most  interested  educationist, 
or  the  most  useful  inspector.  One  excels  in  one  department,  and 
another  in  a  diflerent  but  equally  valuable  direction.  From  year  to 
year  it  will  also  be  noticed  that  different  phases  of  educational  work 
maj*"  be  engaging  their  chief  attention.  This  is  not  only  natural,  but 
sometimes  for  effective  work,  necessary.  The  real  gauge  of  the  success 
of  the  inspector  is  the  character  he  is  developing  in  the  educational 
work  within  his  inspectorate.  But  even  by  this  criterion  it  is  hard 
to  judge  of  the  magnitude  of  his  labor.  For  the  fundamental  educa- 
tional conditions  of  each  inspectorate  are  neither  equal  nor  similar  to 
start  with.  When  we  estimate  the  amount  of  work  done,  we  must 
not  only  consider  where  it  ended,  but  where  it  began. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Hinkle  Condon,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  schools  for 
Halifax  city  and  county,  on  the  2nth  of  July,  just  before  the  end  of 
the  school  year,  there  is  no  report  from  his  inspectorate.  His  successor, 
Graham  Creighton,  Esq.,  was  not  able  to  commence  inspection  until 
November.  Mr.  Condon  continued,  although  in  his  sixty-ninth  year, 
in  the  most  active  discharge  of  his  duties  until  a  few  months  before 
his  death.  His  last  work  in  the  field  was  the  inspection  of  the  schools 
in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  during  the  early  winter,  where 
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some  of  the  sections  in  his  extensive  inspectorate  were  very  diflScuIt 
of  access.  But  he  performed  his  duties  with  the  same  enthusiasm, 
sound  judgment,  and  happy  manner  which  characterized  all  his  work 
from  his  appointment.  The  results  of  his  service  fully  justified  the 
action  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  over  twenty-three  years 
ago,  when  they  refused  to  restrict  their  choice  to  the  limits  of  the 
county,  but  took  the  best  man  the  province  could  afford  from  the 
High  School  of  Yarmouth.  In  educational  council  he  was  <  qually 
valuable,  for  with  extensive  information  and  a  sympathetic  nature,  he 
combined  rare  diplomatic  tact.  His  presence  will  be  greatly  missed 
not  only  by  trustees,  teachers  and  the  other  educational  officials,  but 
by  the  public  at  large  throughout  the  inspectorate. 

The  repoit  of  the  inspector  for  the  counties  of  Richmond  and 
Cape  Breton,  having  been  unavoidablj'^  delayed  by  unusual  circum- 
stances, was  not  received  in  time  to  be  published  in  its  proper  place. 
It  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  appendices,  beginning  at  page  144. 

No  report  is  of  more  value  than  that  of  the  Supervisor  of  the 
Halifax  schools.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  and  its  officers 
show  an  activity  unexcelled  in  any  other  part  of  the  province 
in  studying  the  latest  educational  developments,  and  in  testing 
many  of  them  in  actual  application.  The  present  report  has 
the  average  quota  of  suggestive  ideas  for  the  consideration  of  the 
practical  educationist  of  the  province. 

Institutions  with  Provincial  Affiliations. 

These  affiliations  consist  in  some  form  of  recoornition  or  desfree  of 
aid.  Reference  has  alread}^  been  made  to  the  School  of  Horticulture, 
following  the  reference  to  the  School  of  Agriculture. 

At  page  110  is  a  short  report  of  the  work  of  the  Halifax  Institu- 
tion for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  The  event  of  the  year  is  the  new  build- 
ing, which  will  be  shortly  opened. 

At  page  111  a  fuller  report  of  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 
commences.  These  two  institutions  are  subsidized  by  grants  from 
the  provincial  treasury,  and  from  public  school  county  fund.s  from  the 
several  counties  from  which  their  pupils  come.  This  is  virtually  an 
extension  of  the  free  school  system  to  the  blind,  and  deaf  and  dumb  of 
the  province.  Hence  the  statistical  item  required  in  each  public 
school  return  with  reference  to  these  classes  of  pupils  in  each  section. 

At  page  119  there  appears  a  report  on  the  Victoria  School  of  Art 
and  Desiyn,  which  is  subsidized  to  a  small  extent  by  both  the  pro- 
vince and  the  city. 

The  Halifax  Medical  College  has  a  brief  summary  of  its  statistics 
on  page  122. 

The  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of 
Canada,  which  is  really  a  voluntary  Normal  School,  supported  at  the 
expense  of  those  attending  it,  has  its  report  for  the  year  at  page  123. 

Commencing  at  page  126  are  reports  of  the  different  Teachers 
Institutes  and  Associations  which  are  virtually  teachers'  training 
schools  supported  at  the  expense  of  those  attending.  Two  days' 
attendance  at  the  Institute,  or  three  at  a  Provincial  Association,  or 
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five  at  the  Summer  School  of  Science  are  allowed  to  count  as  so  many 
teaching  days,  provided  there  be  no  more  than  five  in  any  one  year. 
This  is  the  chief  extent  of  recognition  accorded  these  institutions. 

The  Dominion  Educational  Association.'which  wasorganized  under 
the  presidency  of  the  Hon.  D.  Ross,  Minister  of  Education  for  Ontario, 
held  its  first  triennial  session  in  Montreal,  from  the  5th  to  the  8th  of 
July,  1892.  The  second  session  was  held  in  Toronto  from  the  16th  to 
the  18th  April,  1895,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ontario  Educational 
Association.  The  third  session  will  be  held  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
early  in  August,  1898.  The  attractive  character  of  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  at  that  season  of  the  year  will  help  to  draw  a  large  number 
of  the  leading  educationists  of  the  west  to  this  Canadian  convention. 
It  is  expected  that  arrangements  will  be  made,  especially  in  the 
Atlantic  provinces,  to  have  this  Dominion  Association  take  the  place 
and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  several  FVovincial  Associations  for  1898. 

On  page  26,  Table  xx  gives  the   statistics  of   the  26  Government 

Night  SchQoh  established  during   the  year  in  localities  where  there 

were  large  numbers  of  adult  laborers  who  had  no  opportunity 
previously  to  acquire  an  elementary  education. 

In  addition  to  such  schools,  there  are  established  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  collieries  Mining  Schools,  under  the  charge  of  competent  instruc- 
tors and  boards  of  examiners  who  grant  certificates.  The  following 
lists  give  an  idea  of  the  number  and  distribution  of  these  institutions  : 

1895. 

Instructors  of  Candidates  for  Certificates  as  Undergrouvd  Managers 

and  Overmev. 

Jno.  Johnson Westville. 

J.  W.  Sutherland Thorburn. 

Angus  McKay , Stellarton. 

A.  D.  Ferguson Springhill. 

T.  Blackwood Joggins. 

Jno.  Caddegan Bridgeport. 

G.  W.  Greenwell Reserve. 

Jno.  Carey Sydney  Mines. 

M.  Morrison Cow  Bav. 

Peter  Currie Victoria. 

Isaac  Greenwell Caledonia. 

W.  S.  Wilson Glace  Bav. 

1895. 
Jioard  of  Examiners  for  ColUery  Officials. 

W.  B.  Wilson Springhill. 

James  Baird Maccan. 

R.  O'RoURKE Springhill. 

R.  McKenzie Westville. 

A.    B.   McGiLLiVRAY Glace  Bay. 

Henry  Mitchell   Old  Bridgeport. 

I.  Rutherford Stellarton,  (Chairman.) 

H.  S.  Poole Stellarton. 

E.  Gilpin,   Jr Halifax,  (Secretary. ) 

r 
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1895. 

Board  of  Examiners  for  Granting  Certificates  to  Engineers. 

Dan.  Murray Springhill. 

I.  G.  Barrington North  Sydney. 

Jas.  Floyd Westville. 

Institutions  not  Connected  with  the   Pubfjc  System  of 

Education. 

These  institutions  all  cooperate  harmoniously  with  those  under 
public  control ;  and  it  is  in  the  interests  of  all  public  systems  to 
carefully  study  such  institutions.  In  their  freedom  from  central 
control  they  may  be  able  to  adapt  themselves  more  readily  to  peculiar 
circumstances  and  new  conditions.  Their  very  existence  demon- 
strates the  demand  for  them.  In  order  to  show  the  extent  of  this 
demand  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  have  their  statistics  presented 
as  fully  as  possible  with  those  of  the  public  educational  system.  I 
addressed  a  "circular"  request  to  the  principals  of  all  the  institutions 
known  to  myself,  the  inspectors  and  others  from  whom  information 
could  be  obtained.  The  circular  sent  to  the  institutions  within  the 
province  having  the  power  of  conferring  degrees — the  universities,  six 
in  number — was  jiccompanied  with  the  tabular  form  shown  in  Appen- 
dix F,  (I,)  page  137.  The  tabular  form  sent  with  the  circular  to  all 
the  other  institutions — the  private  schools,  seminaries  and  colleges 
without  degree  conferring  powers — was  that  shown  in  Appendix  F,(I[,} 
page  138.     The  terms  of  the  "  circular  "  request  were  as  follows  : 

"  Under  the  Amended  and  Consolidated  Act  of  1895.  relating  to 
Public  Instruction,  the  Superintendent  of  Education  is  required  *  Ui 
collect  as  far  as  possible  the  statistics  of  all  educational  institutions  in 
the  province.' 

"  I  have  therefore  the  honor  of  asking  you  to  favor  me  with  such 
statistics  of  your  institution  as  may  enter  into  the  following  tabular 
form,  to  be  published  in  my  report ;  and  I  hope  your  kindness  may 
prove  useful  to  your  institution  by  keeping  its  existence  and  work 
before  the  public  at  home  and  abroad,  as  it  will  also  be  an  important 
contribution  to  the  educational  statistics  of  the  province. 

'*  These  statistics  are  entirely  supplementary  to  those  of  the  public 
schools,  and  therefore  .should  include  only  those  who  have  not  been 
registered  and  returned  as  belonging  to  any  public  school  while  in 
attendance  at  your  institution.' 

Private  Schools,  Seminaries,  &c. — App.  F.  (II). 

It  would  appear  from  this  table  that  there  were  1612  pupils  for 
some  portion  of  the  year  studying  in  institutions  having  no  connection 
with  the  public  school  system.  By  examination  of  the  figures  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  work  of  many  of  these  institutions  is  not  at  all 
parallel  to  that  of  the  public  schools.  But  it  is  desirable  that  the 
general  standing  of  the  pupils  should  be  approximately  known.  An 
effort  has  been  made  by  nearly  all  to  indicate  this  standing.  It  must 
not  be  assumed  that  this  classification  is  anything  more  than  approxi- 
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mate.  Some  classitied  according  to  the  pupils'  work  in  English  ;  some 
according  to  the  mathematics,  chiefly  ;  some  according  to  the  classics ; 
some  according  to  a  general  balancing  of  subjects ;  some  according  to 
the  maturity  or  age  of  the  pupils  (having  reference  to  the  fact  that 
the  average  of  grade  XII  in  our  academies  is  about  19  years;  grade 
XI,  18  years ;  grade  X,  17  years,  and  grade  IX,  16  years).  But  there 
were  some  cases,  more  especially  the  commercial  and  business  colleges, 
where  no  attempt  at  the  classification  could  well  be  made  unless  it 
were  purely  on  the  age  principle.  The  average  daily  attendance  at 
all  these  institutions  is  1156.  Approximately,  it  may  be  said  that  for 
every  1000  attending  the  public  schools  there  are  16  attending  private 
schools,  seminaries,  and  special  collegiate  institutions.  The  females 
are  hi  excess,  being  857,  as  against  755  males.  Of  these  1259  are 
estimated  to  be  mainly  doing  work  of  common  school  grades, '372 
work  of  high  school  grades,  while  the  remaining  353  are  engaged  in 
studying  some  special  subjects. 

University  Colleges. — App.  F.  (I). 

We  have  six  colleges  with  university  powers  of  conferring 
degrees.  St.  Anne's  College,  at  Church  Point,  Digby  County,  was 
established  quite  lately,  and  with  a  very  commendable  caution  has 
not  yet  commenced  to  confer  degrees.  The  institution  has  been 
affiliated  according  to  law  with  the  Clare  County  Academy,  which  has 
already  commenced  to  do  good  work  for  French  students,  some  of 
whom  are  preparing  to  become  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  As  the 
advanced  students  have  been  returned  as  in  attendance  at  the  copnty 
academy  (for  which  see  county  academy  tables,  page  24  to  33),  they 
cannot  be  entered  into  this  table  for  summation. 

St.  Francis  Xavier's  College  is  afliliated  with  the  Antigonish 
County  Academji^  which  is  doing  very  valuable  service  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  province,  giving  thorough  scholarship  to  many  of  the 
teachers  in  our  public  schools.  Although  the  advanced  classes  do 
university  work  in  addition  to  the  imperative  academic  work,  the 
numbers  of  students  are  not  entered  into  these  columns  for  general 
summation,  as  in  the  case  of  St.  Anne's  College. 

For  the  other  institutions  the  table  is  self-explanatory.  The  totals 
returned  as  professors  for  the  six  colleges  are  55,  and  as  lecturers,  19. 
From  an  actual  comparison  of  these  institutions  it  may  be  found  that 
the  class  of  work  done  by  the  "  professor  "  in  one  institution  is  quite 
different  from  that  done  by  the  "  prof essor "  in  another.  Also,  the 
grade  of  work  peculiar  to  each  "  year  "  may  be  different  in  the  different 
institutions,  as  well  as  the  character  of  scholarship  necessary  for 
graduation.  Each  institution  has  its  own  standard,  so  that  the  same 
nomenclature  may  not  identically  connote  the  same  ideas  or  facts. 
With  this  explanation  the  table  gives  these  statistics  perhaps  as 
accurately  as  they  can  l)e  presented  to  the  public.  The  students 
attending  the  colleges  within  the  province  may  be  classified  thus,  for 
the  year  ended  summer  of  1895 : 


XXXvi  EDUCATION — SUPERINTENDENT'S    REPORT. 


Undergraduates  in  Arts. 

1st    year 67 

2nd      •• 72 

3rd       ••      58 

4th       '• 58 

Graduates 11 

Total  regular  in  Arts —  206 

Total  general       •« 58 

Total  in  Arts    —  324 

••        Science    36 

"        Medicine 45 

••        Law 53 

Theology 60* 

Total  (with  duplicate  registration)..   —  518 
Students  registered  in  two  faculties. .  23 


Total  students  in  the  four  colleges. .   495 

Total  number  of  graduates  from  the  colleges  in  Nova  Scotia  up  to 
date.  1778. 

Degrees  conferred  in  1895. 

B.  A.,  60  ;  B.  L.,  2  ;  M.  A..  23 ;  B.  Sc,  3  ;  B.  Eng.,  1  ;  M.  Eng.,  1  ; 
LL.  B..  13  ;  B.  C.  L.,  5  ;  D.  C.  L,  5  ;  Ph.  D.,  1  ;  M.  D.,  C.  M.,7  :  D.  D., 
4.     Total,  125. 

The  Provincial  High  School  Certificates  which,  from  the  method 
of  examination  and  the  wide  publication  of  the  syllabus  and  exami- 
nation papers,  have  well  known  and  definite  values,  are  accepted  in 
lieu  of  portions  or  all  of  many  entrance  examinations  into  the  various 
colleges.  This  arrangement  virtually  aflSliates  every  one  of  the 
foregoing  institutions  with  the  public  school  system  so  far  as  admission 
examinations  are  concerned,  and  obviates  the  difficulty  formerly  felt 
in  the  different  standards  required  by  each.  These  o^rtificates  contain 
the  values  of  the  examination  work  of  each  candidate  on  each  subject ; 
so  that  each  institution  can  make  its  standard  a  mark  of  40,  or  50,  or 
60  per  cent,  or  more  on  such  subjects  as  it  requires.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  further  necessity  for  high  school  masters  to  have  their  pupils 
reading  different  authors,  &c.,  according  as  some  of  them  are  preparing 
to  enter  one  or  another  college.  The  prescribed  high  school  course, 
which  is  more  extensive  than  the  requirements,  perhaps,  of  any  one 
institution,  is  accepted  when  the  certificate  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Provincial  Examiners  indicates  a  mark  high  enough  for  the  standard 
set  by  each  separate  institution.  The  arrangement  simplifies  the  work 
in  many  high  schools,  lessens  the  number  of  written  examinations 
for  both  candidates  and  colleges,  and  gives  the  pupil  the  fairest 
possible  chance,  by  allowing  him  the  examination  upon  the  full 
regular  work  of  his  school. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

*  6S,  when  including  theological  studenla  \iv  Sx.  A^wwe'a. 
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APPORTIONMENT    OF    COUXTY    FUND — SUMMER    TERM. 
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202.486 
182,818 
202,H28 
.127.760 
243,0.11 

75  00 
225  00 
123  02 

26  08 
375  00 

75  00 

73  CO 

1  29 

198  28 

41  72 
60  00 

1  34 
1  41 
1  43 

180  00 
124  10 
115  60 

■■"69  62 
50  3S 

1  48 

Bnrrington  , . 
Victom  .... 
Yarmouth     , 
Argyle 

"isoM 

94  47 

2  .16 
I   14 
1  .19 

Total,  1895.. 
"      IBM 

lucrease  .... 

9,779,464 
9,473.189 

|eO,876  10(63.924  58SI.800  00 
60,529  4l[  65,875  45[   1,482  50 

13,300  00 
2.640  00 

8119,000  68 
120,507  36 

t  1  43 

1    660  00 



'■«*>»' 

..,.:..: 

i       606  68 
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GOVERNMENT    AID    TO    POOR    SECTIONS. 


TABLE   XVII. 

Special  Government  Aid  to  Poor  Sections. 


COUNTIES. 


Annapolis. . .  . 
Antififonish  . . 
Capo  Breton . 
Colchester .  , . 
Cumberland. , 

Digby 

Guysboro  .  . . 

Halifax 

Hants 

Inverness. .    . 

Kings 

Lunenburg  . . 

Pictou 

Queen.<5 

Richmond  .  . . 
Shelburne .  . . 

Victoria 

Yarmouth .  . . 


Total,  1895 
*•      1 894 


Increase 
Decrease 


Paid  by  Government  over  and 
al)ove  the  ordinarj*  Grants,  to- 
wards Salaries  of  Teachers  em- 
ployed in  Poor  Sections. 


First  Half   Year.  Second  Half  Vear. 


«  9.) 

45 

135 

70 

103 

88 

123 

39 

139 

59 

140 

00 

57 

29 

103 

00 

119 

98 

134 

19 

118 

74 

148 

30 

102 

34 

117 

38 

88 

03 

39  70 

01 

01 

59 

52 

SI 888  75 
1774  29 


$  114  46 


8  97 
143 
134 
106 
112 
144 
84 
130 
147 


77 
87 
93 
77 
20 
87 
93 
79 
72 


159  21 
120  64 
130  61 
122  73 
124 
103 

45 

63 

71 


75 
05 
38 
39 
25 


S2104  92 
1873  02 


8  231  90 


Total. 


$193  22 
279  57 

238  81 
290  Ki 
251  85 
284  87 
142  22 
234  39 
267  70 
293  40 

239  38 
278  91 
225  07 
242  13 
191  68 

85  14 
124  40 
ir^O  77 

S3993  67 
3647  31 


j? 


346  36 
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TABLE    XVIII. 

Poor  Sections — Special  County  Aid. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Number  of  these 
S^^ctions  having 
Schools. 


Amount  of  County  Assess- 
ment paid  to  these  Schools 
over  and  above  ordinary 
allowance. 


u 


(C 


(( 


Annapolis,  County  of 

Antigonish, 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland 

Digby,  District  of 

Clare, 

Guvsboro, 

St  Marys, 

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of.  East 

West . 
Inverness,  County  of 
Kings, 
Lunenburg   and    New   Dublin, 

District  of   

Chester,  District  of 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens, 

Richmond, 

Shelburne,  District  of . . . . 

Barrington, 

A^ctoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of . . . . 

Argyle, 

Total,  1895 
1894 

Increase 
Decrease 


f( 


(( 


185 

10 

201 

88 

242 

26 

219 

78 

203 

72 

185 

13 

84 

13 

110 

34 

40 

91 

233 

60 

110 

21 

106 

47 

252 

53 

291 

18 

14S 

34 

47 

93 

183 

15 

174 

34 

1G2 

85 

43 

07 

45 

79 

114 

05 

82 

86 

54 

39 

$3524  61 
3525  68 


1  02 
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TABLE   XXIIL 

SUMMARY  of"  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS   FOR  EDUCATION, 

YEAR  ENDED   JULY,  1895. 

Common  Schools  S182,423  76 

Normal  and  Model  Schools 9,178  81 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 3,480  00 

Halifax  School  for  the  Blind 2,025  00 

County   Academies 15,410  00 

Inspection 13,058  33 

Expenses   (Office) 1,413  30 

Salaries 3,800  00 

Examination 2,704  87 

School  of  Agriculture 1,500  00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Normal  School  Pupils 2,069  00 

Government  Night  Schools , 1,697  54 

8238,760  61 
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APPENDIX   A. 


REPORT  OF  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


To  A.  H.  MacKay.  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  EduccUion,  Halifax,  N.  S, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  ^'he  following  report  of  the 
session  of  the  Normal  School  begun  October  17th,  1894,  and  ended 
June  27th.  1895. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  was  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven.  Of  these  eighteen  were  graduates  of  colleges — eight 
of  Dalhoiisie,  four  of  AcaHia,  three  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  two  of 
Mount  Allison,  and  one  of  Toronto  University. 

Five  were  admitted  on  a  license  of  the  first  class,  fifty-five  on  the 
high  school  certificate  of  grade  B,  and  forty-one  on  either  a  license  of 
the  second  class  or  a  high  school  certificate  of  grade  C,  and  twenty- 
seven  on  a  high  school  certificate  of  grade  D.  The  remaining 
thirty-one  were  admitted  on  examination.  This  is  a  smaller  number 
than  we  have  heretofoie  in  any  one  year  admitted  in  this  way. 

As  the  high  school  examination  in  July  affords  every  reasonable 
facility  for  obtaining  the  required  scholarship  certificate,  which  entitles 
the  holder  to  be  admitted  as  a  student  at  the  Normal  School  without 
examination,  it  would  seem  that  only  exceptional  circumstances  could 
justify  us  ill  obstructing  our  work  at  the  first  of  the  session  by 
entrance  examinations. 

College  graduates  have  hitherto  been  admitted  to  the  three 
months*  course  without  the  grade  A  certificate.  Then,  subsequently 
to  the  completion  of  the  Normal  School  course,  these  students  have 
been  accustomed  to  go  up  for  the  high  school  examination.  This  has 
not  proved  at  all  satisfactory.  The  students  have  a  divided  interest, 
and  a  large  portion  of  their  time  and  energy  is  given  to  private 
study  in  preparation  for  the  July  examination.  A  period  of  three 
months  when  given  wholly  to  professional  training,  is  all  too  little  lor 
securing  satisfactory  results.  Hence  it  seems  advi.sable  that  this  class, 
as  the  others,  shall  be  required  to  present  the  scholarship  certificate  on 
entering  the  Normal  School. 

Out  of  our  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  students,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-one  received  diplomas  of  the  various  ranks, — sftventy-one 
of  first  rank,  sixty  of  second  rank,  and  forty  of  third  rank.  Of  the 
remaining  six  some  left  tne  Institution  without  completing  the  term, 
and  others  failed  to  reach  the  required  standing  for  diploma  of  any 
rank.  Several  of  those  who  received  diplomas  did  not  secure  the 
rank  for   which  they   were  working.      Thus,  fifteen  of  those   who 
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competed  for  diploma  of  first  rank  were  placed  in  second  rank,  and 
ten  of  those  who  competed  for  second  rank  Were  awarded  third  rank, 
while  three  failed  to  receive  any  diplomsL 

It  should  be  observed  farther  that  of  the  fifteen  referred  to  as 
having  failed  to  take  diplomas  of  the  first  rank,  thirteen  reached  the 
required  standing  in  the  matter  of  theoretic  qualification  or  knowledge 
of  principles,  their  shortcomings  being  in  pri^ctical  skill.  The  Faculty 
could  not  take  the  responsibility  of  certifying  them  as  teachers  of 
the  first  class,  and  yet  it  seemed  scarcely  advisable  to  require  them  to 
return  to  the  Normal  School  for  a  supplementary  course.  We  have 
accordingly  placed  these  students  in  the  second  rank,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  after  one  3'ear's  successful  practice  in  teaching,  duly 
certified  to  by  an  inspector,  ihey  shall  be  granted  diplomas  of  first 
rank.  It  may  indeed  be  worth  considering  whether  in  all  cases 
successful  experience  for  a  short  period  under  a  lower  class  of  license 
ought  not  to  be  an  essential  condition  for  a  higher  class. 

The  successful  competitors  for  the  Governor  General's  medals  were 
the  following : — 

Miss  Annie  A.  McNeill,  of   North  Range,  Digby    County, 

(silver  medal). 
Miss  Anne  Campbell,  of  Tatamagouche,  Colchester  County, 

(silver  medal). 
Miss    Agnes   B.    Scott,  of   Poplar    Grove,   Hants    County, 

(bronze  medal) 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  and  appreciation  that  I  here  acknowledge 
the  interest  in  the  Normal  School  on  the  part  of  the  .students  of  the 
session  under  report,  shown  by  their  gift  of  casts  of  Shakespeare, 
Locke,  and  Scott.  I  trust  that  these  busts  may  form  the  beginning 
of  contributions  which  will  at  no  distant  day  greatly  adorn  our  halls 
and  class  rooms. 

Having  thus  briefly  described  the  leading  features  of  the  past 
session,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  bearing  on  the  relation  of  the 
Institution  to  the  public  schools  of  the  Province.  My  colleagues  and 
myself  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  way  in  which  our  graduates 
acquit  themselves  after  they  leave  us,  and  we  feel  like  following  them 
to  their  various  spheres  of  labor  and  taking  careful  note  of  what 
they  are  doing  for  the  advancement  of  sound  education.  Favorable 
re*ports  of  their  work  give  us  gratification  and  encouragement,  and 
their  failures  brins:  us  sorrow  and  shame.  Adverse  criticism  of  their 
work  has  sometimes  been  made,  it  appears  to  me,  without  that  fair 
discrimination  which  should  characterize  a  well-balanced  judgment. 

The  finished  product  of  the  Normal  School,  as  of  any  other 
institution,  largely  depends  on  the  material  furnished  for  it  to  work 
on.  Our  students  receive  their  academic  education  in  the  high 
schools  of  the  Province,  and  they  come  to  us  with  certificates  of 
scholarship  in  the  various  subjects  of  the  course  of  study  provided 
for  the  public  schools.  Our  business  mainly  is  to  give  professional 
training.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  develop  the  power  of  teaching 
any  given  subject  in  one  who  is  greatly  deficient  in  the  knowledge  of 
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that  subject.  The  knowledge  of  what  to  teach  is  a  necessary  pre- 
liminary in  learning  how  to  teach.  Unfortunately  many  of  those 
who  enter  the  Normal  School,  duly  certified  as  possessed  of  the 
required  scholarship,  are  exceedingly  weak  in  cert>ain  subjects.  This 
deficiency  is  more  marked  in  vocal  music,  drawing,  physical  geography, 
English  grammar,  composition,  chemistry,  and  physics.  The  scientific 
knowledge  of  our  students  in  most  cases  consists  wholly  of  what  has 
been  gained  from  text-\>ooks,  and  shows  entire  lack  of  acquaintance 
with  laboratory  methods.  These  statements  are  made  in  no  censorious 
spirit,  or  with  desire  to  expose  the  weaknesses  of  the  educational 
institutions  of  the  Province.  Taken  all  in  all,  bur  schools  are 
perhaps  doing  their  work  as  well  as  circumstances  permit.  I  believe 
that  they  are  making  steady  progress  towards  a  higher  plane. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  the  Normal  School  should  not  be  held 
responsible  for  defects  which  lie  outside  its  province,  and  are  in  a 
measure  incident  to  the  immature  condition  of  our  educational  system. 
And  yet  the  Normal  School  is  doing  very  much  in  the  way  of 
strengthening  what  is  weak  and  supplying  what  is  wanting  as  regards 
the  subject  matter  of  what  our  students  will  be  called  on  to  teach 
when  they  go  out  to  take  charge  of  schools.  While  exercising  our 
special  function  of  training  our  students  in  professional  skill,  and 
striving  to  develop  in  them  higher  conceptions  of  the  responsibilities 
of  the  teacher  s  office  and  work,  we  are  seeking  in  many  ways  (o 
broaden  and  enrich  their  scholarship.  There  is  scarcely  a  subject  in 
the  course  of  study  provided  for  the  public  schools  which  is  not 
brought  under  review,  some  of  them  witti  great  minuteness  and  care 

In  closing  I  shall  venture  to  make  two  suggestions,  the  carrying 
out  of  which  will,  I  believe,  tend  to  advance  the  educational  interests 
of  the  Province  : — 

1.  I  suggest  that  the  standard  of  scholarship  as  regards  the 
minimum  pass  marks  be  raised  in  certain  important  subjects  in  which, 
at  least  in  the  teacher,  "  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing."  Under 
present  arrangements,  a  person  having  an  aggregate  of  400  in  all 
subjects,  and  not  falling  below  25  in  any  subject,  is  entitled  to  the 
scholarship  certificate  demanded  for  a  first  class  license.  But  a 
person  whose  knowledge  of  English  Grammar,  or  indeed  of  almost 
any  other  subject  in  the  syllabus,  is  adequately  represented  by  such  a 
mark,  can  scarcely  be  competent  to  take  charge  of  a  school. 

2.  I  suggest  that  some  of  our  high  schools  restrain  their  ambition 
in  the  matter  of  taking  up  the  work  of  grade  XII.  In  my  opinion 
it  would  be  vastly  wiser  to  expend  their  surplus  energy  in  the  way  . 
of  securing  greater  thoroughness  in  the  work  of  the  other  three 
grades.  Could  they  not,  with  much  greater  advantage  to  their 
students,  do  some  laboratory  work  in  botany,  chemistry,  and  physics, 
and  give  more  attention  to  physical  geography,  English  subjects, 
drawing,  and  music  ? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  CALKIN, 

Principal, 
Normal  School,  Truro,  N.  S.,  Aug.  1, 1895. 
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STUDENTS   OF   SESSION   1894-'96. 


AWARDED  FIRST  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


It 


{The  fix/iires  show  the  number  of  the  Diploma), 

MacPherson  Margaret  C  . .   1 ....  New  Glasgow Pietou. 

Hensley,  Winifred  M 2 . . . .  Windsor Hants. 

Lloyd,  Katie  A 3 . . . .  Brooklyn  Street  ....  Kings. 

Harrington,  Edna  B 4 . . . .  Liverpool Queens. 

Grouse,  Annie 5 . . . .  Lapland  Lunenburg. 

Edwards,  Elizabeth   6 . . . ,  Truro Colchester. 

Spurr,  Margaret  G 7 . . . .  Melvern  Square  ....  Annapolis. 

Bishop,  Annie  M 8 . . . .  Somerset Kings. 

Morse,  Flora  M 9 . . . .  Nictaux  West Annapolis. 

Banks,  Aurelia  B   10 ... ,  Kingston Kings. 

Bool,  Evelyn  J 11 ... .  Truro Golchester. 

Dempsey.  Isabel  .........  12 ... .  Halifax Halifax. 

Phelan,  Margaret 13 ... .        "        

Anderson,  Teresa 14 ... .        "        

Mills,  Hattie   15 ... .  Chester    Lunenburgr. 

McLean,  Cassie 16 ... .  Fraser's  Mt Pietou. 

Baxter,  Agnes  L 17 ... .  Amherst Cumberland. 

Johnson,  Carrie 18 ... .  Sandy  Gove Digby. 

Vroom,  Cassie 19 ... .  Deep  Brook Annapolis. 

Leslie,  Josephine 20 ... .  Liverpool Queens. 

Chisholm,  Emma  21 ...  .Salt  Springs    Antigonish. 

McLane,  Harriet  E 22 ... .  Stillwater    Guysboro. 

Cameron,  Margaret   23 ... .  Sherbrooke ** 

Chute,  Lalia  M 24 ... .  Bear  River Digby. 

Fash,  Mabelle 25  ... ,  Bridgetown Annapolis. 

Wade,  Louisa 26 Belle  Isle 

Angwin,  Edith 27 ... .  Burlington   Hants. 

Mack,  Annie 28.. .  .North  River Colchester. 

Campbell,  Anne  M 29 ... .  Tatamagouche " 

MacKean,  Mary  H 30. . . .  West  LaHave  Ferry..Lunenburg. 

Wakely,  Agnes 31 . . .  .Halifax  Halifax. 

.  Kelly,  Jessie   32 "  " 

Bigney,  Ella  M 33 ... .  Mount  Denson Hants. 

Wardrope,  Annie  H 34 ... .  Milford    

Scott,  Agnes  B 35 ... .  Poplar  Grove 

Morse,  George 36 ... .  Melvern  Square  ....  Annapolis. 

Phinney,  Willoughby    37,..  .South  Farmington  . .         " 

McKenzie,  George  P 38. . .  .North  Shore    Cumberland. 

Cunningham,  George  D ....  39 ... .  Tatamagouche  Bay . .  Colchester. 
Beveridge,  William  R 40 ... .  Hebron Yarmouth. 
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Matheson,  Donald  F 4K  . . .  St.  Peter's Richmond. 

Ruggles,  Arthur  G 42 . , . .  Annapolis Annapolis. 

Faulkner,  Fred  R 43 . . .  .Truro    Colchester. 

Fulton,  Silas  A.... 44..,.     "         

Robinson,  William  C 45 ... .  North  Sydney Oapo  Breton. 

Craig,  Nelson  R 46 ... .  Lockeport    Shelburne. 

MacKean,  James  A 47 ... .  LaHave   Lunenburg. 

Allen,  Shenton  B 48 ... .  Milton Yarmouth. 

Sargent,  Joseph  H 49 ... .  Barrington   Shelburne. 

Crosbv,  Leander . : 50 ... .  Hebron Yarmouth. 

Wickwire,  Bessie  H 51 ... .  Canning   Kings. 

Roop,  Agnes  H 53 ... .  Clementsport Annapolis. 

Ross,  Jennie  W     54 ...  •  Bedeque   P.  E.  Island. 

Jordan,  Edward  E 55 ... .  Bridgetown Annapolis. 

Shankel,  Bolton  W 56 ... .  Hubbard's  Cove  ....  Halifax. 

Nickerson,  Alex.  W 57 Ohio Yarmouth. 

Webb,  John  W 58. . . . Halifax  Halifax. 

Connolly,  James  P 69 ... .  Antigonish Antigonish. 

Haycock,  Ernst 60 ... .  Westport Digby. 

Trefry,  James  H 61 ... .  Barrington   Shelburne. 

Benoit,  Alphonse   ........  62 ... .  Arichat   Richmond. 

Chisholm,  Roderick  D 68 ... .  Glassburn Antigonish. 

Tompkins,  James  J 64. . . .  Margaree  Forks  ....  Inverness. 

Putnam,  James  F Go. , . . Maitland Hants. 

Haynes,  Ralph  E 66 Hill  Grove    Digby. 

Harvey,  Basil  C.  H 67 Watford    Ontario. 

Duchemin,  Henry  P 68. . . . Charlottetown P.  E.  Island. 

Horner,  Albinus  W 52 ... .  Yarmouth  Yarmouth. 

Moses,  Judson  A 70 ... .  Hebron   " 

Lockhart,  Nathan  J 69 ... .  Ay lesford Kings. 

Lay  ton,  James  S 71 . . .  .Halifax Halifax. 


AWARDED   SECOND   RANK   DIPLOMAS;   BUT    QUALIFIED 
FOR  FIRST  RANK  AFTER  ONE  YEAR  OF  SUC- 
CESSFUL TEACHING. 


MacDonnell,  Beatrice 1 . . . .  Port  Hood    Inverness. 

Allen,  Stella    2 Halifax    Halifax. 

Henderson,  Annie  1 3 Truro   Colchester. 

Crowe,  Winnifred  A 4.  i . .     "        

O'Brien,  Katie  E 5. . .  .Noel Hants. 

Donovan,  Florence  E 6 . . . .  Truro    ; .  Colchester. 

Park,  Florence    M 7 Beaver  Brook " 

Black,  Sadie  E 8 Amherst Cumberland. 

Graham,  Jessie  E 9 Bear  River Wigby. 

Pippy,  Fredk.  G 11 Springhill Cumberland. 

MacArthur.  Olive  E 12 Pictou Pictou. 

Morton,  Rupert  F 48 Milton Queens. 

Starratt,  Harry  J 49 ... .  Paradise Annapolis. 
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AWARDED  SECOND  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


MacKenzie,  Margaret 46 ... .  Dartmouth Halifax. 

Bishop,  Ida  M 47 . . .  .Truro   .  • Colchester. 

Brown,  Maud  S 1 . . . ,  Tusket Yarmouth. 

Bond,  Anna  B 2 . . . .       '*       

Fraser,  Lillian  S 44 ... .  River  Philip    Cumberland. 

Oreelman,  Laura .S . . . .  Portaupique    Colchester. 

Currie,  Griselda  B 4 Waugh's  River    ....         " 

Crosby,  Emma    5 . . . .  Port  Morien Cape  Breton. 

Macaulay,  Jean  C 6 . . . .  " ** 

Maxwell,  Martha  J 7. . . .  Mount  Thom   Pietou. 

Cruikshank,  Mag^^ie 8 . . . .  Sunny  Brae " 

MacDonald,  Mary  A 9 . . . .  Antigonish Antigonish. 

Grant,  Christina 10 ... .  Springville Pietou. 

ShafFner,  Thirza  B .11....  Granville  Centre ....  Annapolis. 

Parker,  Van  Esse   12 ... .  Berwick   . . . .  r Kings. 

Hennigar,  Effie  S.  . .  < 13 ... .  Chester  Basin Lunenburg. 

Ernst,  Phebe 14 ... .  Pleasantville    

Jordan,  Jennie  E 15....  Grafton    Kings. 

Gammell,  Jeannette 16 ... .  Newton  Mills Colchester. 

MacLellan.  Winifred 17 ... .  Noel  Shore Hants. 

Freeman,  Mary  E. 18 ... .  Greenfield    Queens. 

Shaw,  Nina  V 19 ... .  Avonport Kings. 

Cox,EffieL 20 "         '' 

McGill,  Winifred    21 ... .  South  Farmington . .  Annapolis. 

Bond,  Mary  G 22 ... .  Tusket Yarmouth. 

O'Neil.  Annie  H 23 Westville Pietou. 

Duff,  Catharine  1 41 "         " 

Ward,  Corabel 24 ... .  Advocate Cumberland. 

Ward,  Lillian  J 25 " 

Martin,  Maria  1 26 ... . Shelbnrne    Shelburne. 

Smith,  Ella  A 27 ... .  Lunenburg ^ .  Lunenburg. 

Fisher,  Laura  F 28 Sheet  Harbor Hants. 

Laws,  Sophia  S ....  29 ... .  Windsor '• 

Wallace,  Eftie  B .30   ...  West  Gore   " 

Borden,  Minnie  L 31 ... .  Pugwash Cumberland. 

Macl^ay ,  Christina 43   ...  Earlto wn Colchester. 

Fullmore,  Delia  M 32 Five  Islands 

McLeod,  Katie  J 33 Port  Morien Cape  Breton. 

Peteis,  Annie  M 34 "  

Dick,  Jane  D 35 ... .  Springhill    Cumberland. 

MacLean,  Dan    30 ... .  Fourchee Richmond. 

Webb,  Warren  S 37     . .  Wallace  Bay    Cumberland. 

Redmond, James  A 38.  .  .  .Pugwash " 

Gould,  Susan  J 31). . .  .River  John Pietou. 

McNeill,  Anna  A 45. .  .  .North  Range I^ig^^y- 

Grant,  Stella  J 40. . . .  Hardwood  Land . . .  .Hants. 

Cossaboom,  Annie  F 42 ... .  Tiverton Digby. 
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AWARDED  THIRD  RANK  DIPLOMAS. 


Ward,  Lavinia  O.   ........  36 .  Melvern  Square  , . .  .Annapolis. 

Faulkner,  Beatrice 37  ... .  Chelsea    Lunenburg. 

Maxwell,  Ella 27 Westville Pictou. 

MacPherson,  Maggie 28   . . ,         **         " 

Sutherland,  Roberta 29 "         " 

MacDonald,  Minnie    30 ... .  Port  Morien .......  Cape  Breton. 

Huskins,  Ansell  0 31 Lockeport    Shelhurne. 

Scott,  George 32 ... .  Selma Hants. 

Munro,  George  L. 33 ... .  Pugwash  ." Cumberland. 

Lay  ton,  Mary 34 ... .  Elmsdale Hants. 

Parker  Alice   35 ... .  Tenny  Cape " 

Brown,  Maggie 18 ... .  Dean  Settlement ....  Halifax. 

Ross,  Annie  J 1 . . . .  Hildon Colchester. 

Miller,  Bertha 2 . . . .  Noel  Shore Hants. 

Marshall,  Caroline 3 . . . .  Beaver  Brook Colchester. 

MacKenzie,  Sarah 4 . . . .  Princeport    ** 

Mac  Vicar,  Bessie  A 5 . . . .  Port  Morien Cape  Breton. 

Jackson,  Martha  E 6 . . . .  Dalhousie  West  ....  Annapolis. 

MacGibbon,  Mary  E 19 ... .  Cloverville Antigonish. 

MacDonald,  Anastasia  ....  20 ... .  West  Lakeville   ....  " 

Hamra,  Lilla  E 7 . . . .  Mahone  Bay,    Lunenburg. 

O'Brien,  Janie  L 21 ... .  Moose  Bro(»k Hants. 

Doyle,  Sarah  J 8 . . . .  Maigaree  Forks  ....  Inverness. 

Mallett,  Hattie   9 South  Range l^igby- 

Weston,  Mary  L 10. . .  .Rockville Yarmouth. 

MacKay,  Maggie  A 22 . .  • ,  Earltown Colchester. 

Lewis,  Eliza   11....  Point  Edward Cape  Breton. 

Martell,  Phcebe 12 Port  Morien 

McDonald,  Lina  J 23 ... .  Concord Pictou. 

Cameron,  Jennetta  R    ....  24 ... .  Cameron  Settlement .  Guysboro. 

MacKay,  Maria 25 Tatamagouche Colchester. 

Barnes,  Nettie  M 13 . . . .  Nappan        Cumberland. 

Farrell,  Annie 14   .  . .  Parrsboro*    ......  .\  " 

McLeod,  Johanna 26  ... .  Westville Pictou. 

MacDonald,  Laura  C. .....  15 .. .  .Truro    Colchester. 

Dennis,  Jessie  P 16....  Middle  Stewiacke  . .  '* 

MacCabe,  Clara  M 38 Advocate  Harbor. .  .Cumberland. 

Petipas,  Mary  M 39 ... .  East  Tracadie Antigonish. 

Coady,  Peter  W   17   . . .  S.  W.  Margaree  ....  Inverness. 

Hennigar,  Grace  D . .  40 ,  • . .  Chester  Basin Lunenburg. 


COURSE  UNCOMPLETED. 


Crowe,  Ella  J Truro    Colchester. 

MacVicar,  John  E Annapolis    Annapolis. 

Mosher,  Fredk.  T Windsor Hants. 

Parker,  Phebe  S Tenny  Cape ** 

Rutherford,  Blanche Truro    Colchester. 

Murphy,  Bella  P . .  .Truro 

4 
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,Dr.  a.  H.  MacKay, 

SupeHntendeiit  of  Education. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  upon 
thp  work  of  this  School  for  the  past  year. 

Part  I  relates  to  the  Normal  School  work. 

Part  II.  relates  to  the  Local  Agricultural  Schools. 

Part  III.  relates  to  the  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SMITH,  Principal. 


PART  I. 

The  "  A  "  class,  first  class  and  second  class  of  the  Normal  School, 
received  instruction  in  scientific  subjects  in  this  building.  Of  these 
three  classes,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  pupils  studied  biology  or 
chemistry,  or  both. 

All  three  classes  studied  biology,  but  as  they  were  here  for 
different  terms  and  seasons,  the  course  had  to  be  modified  to  meet 
their  needs  and  conditions. 

The  "  A  "  Class. — This  class,  entering  as  it  did  in  April,  had  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  do  good  work.  But  for  thrpe  things  that 
interfered  they  might  have  done  so.  These  were:  (1st),  that  they 
were  admitted  irregularly ;  (2nd),  they  did  not  all  have  certificates, 
and  of  those  who  had,  many  were  classical  students  and  some 
scientific,  and  therefore  not  equally  prepared  for  the  work ;  (3rd), 
many  of  those  not  having  "  A  "  certificates  were  more  desirous  of 
getting  these  than  of  obtaining  knowledge  of  the  scien'ces.  The 
result  was  that  while  the  work  of  some  members  of  the  class  was 
excellent,  many  did  very  little  beyond  what  was  necessary  to  "  get 
through."  The  work  covered  by  a  majority  of  the  class  was :  A 
study  of  yeast,  bacteria  (briefly),  liverworts,  mosses,  ferns,  flower- 
ing plants,  a  study  of  protozoa,  worms,  fishes,  and  frogs.  Each  of 
these  studies  consisted  of  laboratory  work  and  field  work,  collecting, 
dissecting,  and  to  a  very  limited  extent  microscopic  examination  of 
the  object.  These  studies  were  of  course  accompanied  by  lectures 
and  recitations  upon  these  and  allied  forms. 

Besides  the  above  the  class  received  a  course  of  lectures  upon 
general  physiography.  Some  of  the  students  jn  this  class  did  con- 
siderable special  work  besides  the  regular  work  of  the  class,  a  full 
account  of  which  will  be  given  under  "  special  work  "  in  this  report. 
This  class  attended  two  afternoons  a  week  for  the  months  of  April, 
May  and  June. 
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Tlie  First  Class. — This  class  comprised  nearly  one-half  of  the 
Normal  students  who  came  here.  They  attended  one  afternoon  per 
week  for  the  entire  Normal  School  year.  They  studied  biology  and 
chemistry. 

In  biology  they  took  up  a  few  lessons  in  Microscopy,  then  a 
thorough  study  of  Bapkanus  raphanistrum,  a  comparative  study  of 
leaves,  stems,  roots,  fruits,  etc.,  etc.,  substances  essential  to  plant  life, 
the  general  principles  involved  in  the  growth  and  propagation  of 
plants,  comparison  with  animal  life,  study  of  ferns,  liverworts,  mosses, 
worms,  spiders,  insects,  fishes,  and  frogs. 

These  studies  consisted,  as  stated  above,  in  collecting  and  noting  the 
habits,  situation,  etc.,  of  the  specimen,  then  a  thorough  study  of  its 
anatomy  and  parts  of  its  histology.  This  work  was  accompanied  by 
lectures  and  recitations. 

In  chemistry  they  should  have  had  a  good  general  knowledge 
upon  entering  the  school,  but  unfortunately  only  a  few  had  ever  per- 
formed any  experiments,  and  these  not  many,  while  the  larger  portion 
of  the  class  had  never  seen  any  number  of  experiments  performed. 
I  can  scarcely  withhold  comment  upon  the  worse  than  useless  charac- 
ter of  such  methods  of  teaching  chemistry,  or  any  science  for  that 
matter,  as  it  is  actually  an  injury  to  the  student.  Such  a  student 
scarcely  ever  progresses  as  well  or  obtains  as  much  benefit  for  the 
first  few  months  of  proper  teaching  of  the  subject  as  would  have  been 
obtained  if  he  had  never  seen  a  text-book.  With  the  class 
in  such  condition  it  was  necessary  to  begin  with  the  most  elementary 
work.  They  studied  by  experimental  methods  the  following  sub- 
stances and  some  of  their  more  important  compounds,  hydrogen, 
oxygen,  sodium,  magnesium,  calcium,  carbon,  nitrogen,  sulphur,  and 
chlorine. 

The  Second  Class. — This  class  followed  nearly  the  same  course  as 
the  first  class  in  biology,  but  leaving  early  in  the  spring  they  of 
course  were  not  able  to  take  up  the  flowering  plants,  except  for  a 
short  time  in  the  autumn.  They  attended  from  November  to  March, 
inclusive,  one  afternoon  per  week. 

Special  Work. 

Special  facilities  are  offered  to  Normal  students  to  do  extra 
work  or  advanced  work  in  the  sciences  at  this  school.  Many 
students,  so  far  as  their  time  permitted,  took  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  and  did  extra  work,  each  student  taking  up  some  particu- 
lar line  of  work  independent  of  the  regular  class  work  or  suggested 
by  it.  This  work  included  among  various  subjects  chosen — general 
chemistry  as  required  for  "  A,"  qualitative  and  quantitative  analysis, 
organic  chemistry  of  drugs  and  medicine,  their  analysis  and  synthesis, 
analysis  of  minerals,  etc.  In  Biology  it  included  a  detailed  study  of 
the  gross  and  minute  anatomy  of  typical  plants  of  the  various 
divisions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  a  study  of  the  leguminous  plants, 
the  collection  of  insects  and  study  of  their  habits,  history,  and 
characters. 
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Suggestions. 

I  would  like  to  offer  the  following  suggestions :  That  the  first 
class  receive  a  course  of  instruction  in  agriculture,  horticulture, 
and  dairying.  Without  entering  into  the  details  of  such 
a  course,  I  might  point  out  that  it  wcls  the  original  intention  in 
establishing  this  position  and  school  to  give  such  a  course  to  these 
teachers.  I  think  it  would  be  feasible  and  of  great  benefit  to  the 
students.  It  should  be  made  of  such  a  character  that  it  would  interest 
and  instruct  them,  and  at  the  same  time  develop  their  mental  powers 
by  accurate  observation  and  reasoning. 

That  this  class  be  given  more  time  to  study  chemistry.  The 
great  need  of  this  I  need  not  emphasize,  as  I  know  that  it  is 
appreciated. 

That  instead  of  studying  biology  as  in  the  past,  the  class  should 
take  up  only  a  few  of  the  most  common  plants  and  animals,  and 
make  a  thorough  study  of  these.  There  is  too  great  a  tendency  to  be 
superficial  in  our  education,  and  particularly  is  this  true  of  the  present 
studies  of  botany  and  physiology.  A  thorough  study  as  proposed 
would  help  to  counteract  that  tendency. 

The  fourth  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  that  a  regular  summer 
course  for  teachers  be  given  at  the  School  of  Agriculture.  The  course 
to  afibrd  teachers  facilities  to  pursue  any  line  of  scientific  work  they 
may  desire.  Our  excellent  equipments  for  chemistry,  botany,  and 
biology,  would  be  of  great  value  to  our  teachers  if  they  would  take 
advantage  of  it  during  their  vacations.  This  summer  a  number  of 
students  and  teachers  asked  permission  to  work  in  the  laboratories, 
and  I  granted  it.  The  result  was  an  excellent  summer's  work.  I 
should  propose  that  such  a  course  should  begin  on  the  Tuesday  follow 
ing  the  Provincial  Examinations,  and  aontinue  for  a  term  of  four  weeks. 


PART  II. 

Local  Agricultural  Schools. 

# 

Three  local  schools  were  in  session  during  the  past  year.  One  at 
Richmond  and  two  in  Cape  Breton.  I  have  little  to  add  to  the 
remarks  concerning  these  schools  made  in  my  last  report.  They  have 
been  successfully  conducted,  and  are  of  great  value  to  the  communi- 
ties in  which  they  are  situated.  I  frequently  receive  letters  from 
sections  asking  for  agricultural  teachers  to  conduct  their  schools.  The 
three  schools  are  taught  by  :  G.  R.  Marshall,  at  Richmond,  Halifax  Co. ; 
J.  D.  McKinnon,  at  Beaver  Cove,  C.  B  ;  J.  W.  Edwards,  at  Little  Qlace 
Bay,  C.  B.  I  extract  the  following  from  Mr.  Marshall's  excellent 
report : 

**  The  first  two  months  of  the  term  were  devoted  to  the  study  of 
Zoology.  The  parts  dwelt  upon  particularly  were  the  classes  Aves 
and  Hexapoda.  The  pupils  were  required  to  notice  as  many  facts  as 
they  could  respecting  the  anatomy  and  habits  of  wild   birds.     The 
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interest  they  evinced  in  this  suLject  was  very  gratifying  to  the 
teacher,  for  it  proved  to  him  that  it  had  been  presented  to  them  in 
the  natural  way. 

This  place  being  so  favorably  situated  for  marketing  poultry  and 
eggs,  a  large  amount  of  attention  was  given  to  the  raising  of  domestic 
fowls.  The  exhibition  in  Halifax  during  the  month  of  September 
facilitated  the  study  of  this  subject  very  much. 

A  number  of  insects  collected  and  mounted  by  the  pupils  received 
creditable  mention  at  the  last  Provincial  Exhibition. 

The  advancement  made  in  the  study  of  Chemistry  was  not  so 
great  as  I  could  have  wished,  owing  to  our  want  of  suitable  apparatus. 
The  work  outlined  in  the  first  150  pages  of  Johnson's  "  How  Crops 
Grow,"  was  used  as  a  guide,  though  it  was  not  thought  wise  to  take 
it  up  in  just  the  same  order  as  it  was  in  the  book.  This  also  is  a 
subject  pupils  are  very  fond  of  if  they  are  allowed  to  do  practical 
work,  and  as  an  aid  to  intelligent  farming  it  is  second  to  none. 

During  March  and  April  the  work  was  on  farm  crops  and  how  to 
raise  them.     As  the  farms  here  are  small,  most  of  the  attention  was 

S'ven  to  the  culture  of  small  fruits  and  vegetables.  There  is  quite  a 
rge  amount  of  land  within  a  few  miles  of  the  city  of  Halifax  now 
lying  idle  that  might  be  made  to  produce  very  profitable  crops  if  the 
owners  would  attend  to  it.  Fertilizing  substances  can  easily  be 
obtained,  and  witi)  but  a  small  effort  lots  now  waste  and  unsightly 
might  be  made  to  become  beautiful  and  productive. 

The  last  two  months  of  the  term  were  devoted  to  the  study  of 
Botany.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  get  the  children  to  see,  handle, 
and  know  the  truly  beautiful  wild  flowers.' 


t» 


Mr.  McKinnon  had  the  following  classes  besides  his  regular  school 
classes:  In  Agriculture,  14  ;  Chemistry,  3;  Botany,  10  ;  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  3;  Vet.  Med.,  2;  Stock  Feeding,  12.  He  advised  and 
treated  about  twenty  cases  of  sick  stock,  and  thus  saved  hundreds  of 
dollars  to  the  district.  He  gave  a  number  of  public  lectures  in  the 
evening  to  the  farmers  of  the  community.  But,  perhaps,  best  of  all 
is  the  object  lessons  which  his  farm  affords,  and  the  experiments 
which  he  and  thc/pupils  of  the  school  are  conducting.  They  afford 
an  object  lesson  in  teaching  and  practice  which  it  would  be  hard 
to  excel. 

One  of  the  best  schools  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Province  is  that 
conducted  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Edwards.  He  has  had  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  pupils  studying  agriculture,  agricultural  chemistry,  and  allied 
sciences.  That  he  is  appreciated  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  although 
he  has  taught  there  continuously  for  a  number  of  years,  he  has  had 
his  salary  increased  every  year. 

Ninety  pupils  in  these  schools  received  instruction  in  agriculture 
during  the  past  year. 

Eight  hundred  and  twelve  pupils  have  received  the  equivalent  to 
one  year's  instruction  in  agriculture  in  the  local  schools  since  they 
were  established,  and  about  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  children  have 
attended  these  schools  and  indirectly  received  benefit  from  them. 
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PART    III. 

The  Provincial  School  op  Agriculture 

Began  its  annual  session  IcLst  November.  Thus  far  forty  pupils  have 
been  enrolled.  The  year  has  been  quite  successful,  particularly  in  the 
high  character  of  ^he  work  done  by  the  pupils. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  students  have  attended  this  school,  an 
average  of  twenty-six  per  year  for  the  ten  years  of  its  existence,  as 
follows  : — 

1885-86 7  pupils. 

1886-87 8  " 

1887-88 12  " 

1888-89 18  " 

1889-90 23  " 

1890-91 26  " 

1891-92 26  " 

1892-93 59  " 

1893-94 42  " 

1894-95 40  " 

Total 260 

Adding  to  those  studying  Agriculture  in  the  local  schools  we  have  : 

Local  schools  , ,.••....   812 

Provincial  schools 260 

Grand  total  of  ....••• 1072 

Or  an  average  of  over  one  hundred  and  seven  per  year  who  have 
received  instruction  in  agriculture  directly  or  indirectly  from  this 
institution  since  its  establishment.  This  is  in  addition  to  all  the 
Normal  students,  nearly  two  thousand,  who  have  received  more  or 
less  agricultural  instruction  here,  which  would  make  a  total  of  about 
three  thousand  students  who  have  received  some  instruction  in  these 
subjects.  An  average  of  about  three  hundred  per  year — a  record  of 
which  I  think  we  might  be  justly  proud. 

H.  W.  SMITH,  B.  S., 
Principal  Prov.  School  of  Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

(No  Report). 


DISTRICT  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 

H.  H.  Macintosh,  Inspector, 
Sib  :— 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  on  the  Public  Schools  of 
Inspectoral   District  No.  2,  for  the  school  year  ended  July  3 1st,  1895. 

One  new  section  was  added  during  the  year,  known  as  Rosebud, 
No.  109,  District  of  Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin,  makfng  a  total  of 
194  sections  in  the  inspectoral  district,  as  follows  : — 

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin 118  sections. 

Chester 29 

South  Queens ;  * 26 

North  Queens 21 

Eight  sections  were  without  school  during  the  year,  viz..  Beech 
Hill,  Sherwood,  Lower  Northfield,  Cook's  Branch,  Lakeville,  and 
Bush's  Island  in  Lunenburg  Co.,  and  Riverdale  and  Fifteen  Mile  in 
Queens.  Lower  Northfield,  Riverdale,  and  Fifteen  Mile  have  had  no 
school  for  several  years,  owing  to  scarcity  of  pupils,  and  may  be 
considered  dormant  sections.  In  Beech  Hill  section  the  school  house 
was  burnt  two  years  ago,  and  has  not  yet  been  replaced.  I  know  of 
no  good  reasons  why  the  other  four  sections  should  not  have  had 
school  for  at  least  a  part  of  the  year. 

A  number  of  sections  had  school  for  part  of  the  year  onl}'.  Three 
of  such  sections  could  not  secure  teachers  for  the  full  year.  In  some 
of  our  island  sections  there  is  suflBcient  attendance  only  in  the  winter 
months  to  warrant  keeping  school  open.  Others  were  financially 
unable  to  support  a  school  for  the  full  term. 

In  Lunenburg  Co.  there  were  167  schools  in  operation,  with  7434 
pupils,  and  an  attendance  of  780,999  days.  Compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding school  year  this  shows  a  decrease  of  4  schools,  118  pupils,  and 
an  attendance  of  8,951  days. 
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In  Queens  Co.  there  were  59  schools  in  operation,  with  2128 
pupils,  and  an  attendance  of  247,871  days,  showing  when  compared 
with  the  preceding  year  an  increase  of  3  schools,  105  pupils,  and 
17,706  days  attendance. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  compared  with  1894  the  school 
year  just  closed  shows  for  the  ivhole  district  a  decrease  of  1  school 
and  13  pupils,  and  an  increase  of  8755  days'  attendance. 

The  proportion  of  population  attending  school  was  1  in  4.2  in 
Lunenburg  Co.  and  1  in  5  in  Queens.  The  average  quarterly  per- 
centage of  attendance  was  65.6  in  Lunenburg  Co.,  and  65.3  in  Queens. 
The  annual  returns  report  636  children  in  Lunenburg  Co.,  and  171  in 
Queens,  not  attending  school. 

In  Lunenburg  Co.  the  schools  were  open  on  an  average  198  days, 
and  in  Queens  Co.  206.5  days,  the  full  term  being  216  days. 

Of  the  236  teachers  employed  in  the  district  during  the  year,  only 
20  were  males.     The  various  grades  were  represented  cw  follows  : — 

A  B  C  D 

Lunenburg  Co 2  13  77  82 

Queens  Co 1  5  35  21 

Forty-five  of  these  were  Normal  School  graduates. 

The  following  are  the  average  salaries  for  the  year : — 

Lunenburg  Co. 

A  B  C  D 

Males $910       $438  27       $213  59       $157  93 

Females....     288  00         214  07         153  J^Jl 

Queens  Co. 

A  B  C  D 

Males $750       $328  27       $353  07       $175  38 

Females....     332  44         216  57         153  03 

Compared  with  1894  there  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
average  salary  of  A  and  B  males  and  B  females,  a  decrease  in  that  of 
C  and  D  males,  and  scarcely  any  change  in  the  case  of  C  and  D 
females. 

Every  year  shows  advancement  in  the  class  of  school  buildings, 
grounds,  and  surroundings.  New  school  houses  are  being  built  every 
year,  old  ones  repaired  and  enlarged,  school  grounds  graded  and 
fenced,  trees  planted,  etc.  The  general  tendency  is  in  the  line  of 
making  the  school  room  and  its  surroundings  more  comfortable, 
convenient  and  homelike.  There  are  at  present  at  least  10  school 
buildings  altogether  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  sections 
to  which  they  belong,  and  generally  unfit  for  school  purposes.  The 
Boards  of  Commissioners  have  deferred  condemning  these,  owing  to 
the   general  complaint  of   hard  times.     A  number  of  miscellaneous 
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schools  too  larore  for  one  teacher  have  not  been  divided  for  the  same 
reason.  These  matters,  however,  will  be  remedied  in  the  near  future. 
I  am  pleased  to  see  that  trustees  show  a  disposition  to  provide  a 
better  class  of  outbuildings  than  formerly,  and  know  of  only  two 
sections  unprovided  in  this  respect. 

The  new  County  Academy  occupies  the  most  commanding  site  in 
the  town,  and  no  finer  view  can  be  had  in  the  Province  than  that 
afforded  from  the  roof  of  this  building.  It  is  a  large,  handsome,  and 
commodious  structure,  125  ft.  in  length  and  100  ft.  in  breadth.  The 
basement  contains  the  furnaces,  latrines,  etc.  The  Smead-Dowd 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating  has  been  adopted.  There  are 
twelve  large  school  rooms,  each  with  separate  cloak  rooms  for  boys 
and  girls,  a  well  arranged  laboratory,  a  library,  and  a  large  assembly 
hall  capable  of  seating  at  least  four  hundred.  The  whole  building  is 
beautifully  finished  in  hard  wood.  This,  with  the  handsome  wooden 
ceilings,  renders  each  room  most  attractive.  There  are  six  entrances, 
aflfording  a  complete  separation  of  boys  from  girls,  except  when  under 
the  teachers  eye.  Four  towers  adorn  the  building,  in  one  of  which 
is  placed  a  650  lb.  bell.  It  is  the  most  conveniently  arranged  and 
best  finished  school  building  in  the  Province,  and  marks  well  the 
enterprise  and  progress  of  the  town  of  Lunenburg.  A  complete 
outfit  of  scientific  apparatus,  costing  S550,  has  just  been  received. 

The  school  house  in  Back  of  Lake  section,  Chester  District,  has 
been  enlarged  and  repaired,  so  as  to  give  the  section  virtually  a  new 
building  at  a  very  moderate  cost. 

School  was  opened  in  the  new  school  house  at  Upper  Woodstock 
in  November  last. 

Harmony  Section,  North  Queens,  boasts  of  a  new  school  house. 
About  $1800  was  spent  in  repairs  and  improvements  during  the  year. 
The  following  may  be  noted  here  : — 

Chester — Completion  of  repairs  to  interior  of  building. 

Conquerall  Mills — Building  repaired  and  patent  seats  and  desks 
supplied. 

Petite  Riviere — New  furniture  for  primary  department. 

Port  Medway — Completion  of  repairs  to  building  and  improvement 
of  grounds. 

Blue  Rocks,  North  River,  Niniveh,  Martin's  Point,  Leville,  and 
several  other  sections,  have  made  various  repairs  and  added  to  the 
appearance  of  their  school  premises  during  the  year. 

The  meetings  of  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  were  well 
attended,  except  in  South  Queens,  where  for  some  years  past  we  have 
been  indebted  to  a  few  interested  commissioners  for  a  quorum  and  the 
transaction  of  necessary  business.  In  making  future  appointments, 
care  should  be  taken  that  they  be  men  interested  in  education,  and 
who  can  attend  the  annual  meeting  without  too  great  inconvenience. 
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At  the  Lunenburg  and  Chester  meetings  important  business  w&s 
transacted.  Both  these  boards  are  composed  of  excellent  business 
men,  and  all  matters  for  consideration  are  handled  expeditiously  and 
with  good  judgment  and  tact. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  board  for  North  Queens.  I  inspected 
all  the  schools  in  the  district  open  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  a 
number  of  them  a  second  time.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  school 
in  session  for  part  of  the  term  is  not  open,  or  perhaps  is  closed  at  the 
time  of  my  visit  to  the  neighborhood.  Some  of  these  can  be  visited 
later,  others  cannot. 

Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  several  permissive  licenses  had  to  be 
granted,  chiefly  in  sections  where  school  did  not  open  at  the  beginning 
of  the  term. 

The  leading  features  of  the  past  school  year  were  so  much  like 
those  of  the  preceding,  that  there  is  little  new  to  report.  Our  schools 
have  done  at  le&^t  a  jfair  year's  work.  Glancing  back  over  the  past 
five  years  there  is  much  to  encourage.  Every  year  has  been  marked 
with  improvement,  not  only  in  buildings  and  other  school  equipments, 
but  also  in  the  character  of  the  work  done.  Yet  it  must  not  be 
inferred  that  our  schools  are  in  every  way  satisfactory.  I  find  from 
notes  made  on  my  rounds  of  inspection  that  for  the  year  just  closed 
26  per  cent,  of  the  schools  in  the  district  are  marked  good,  23  per 
cent,  poor,  the  remainder  fair.  This  means,  according  to  my  rating, 
that  of  every  four  schools  one  is  good,  one  is  poor,  two  are  fair. 
From  the  above  I  think  it  is  very  evident  that  while  good  buildings 
and  proper  apparatus  are  very  desirable  and  important  factors  in 
successful  work,  what  we  need  more  than  anything  else  is  good 
teachers.  We  cannot  have  good  schools  without  good  teachers.  If  we 
could  retain  all  our  good  teachers  and  increase  their  number  every 
year  by  the  addition  of  ten  or  fifteen  good  ones,  we  would  soon  have 
an  ideal  state  of  educational  afiairs. 

The  returns  show  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  school  time 
is  spent  on  reading.  I  have  marked  reading  good  in  about  30  per 
cent,  of  the  schools.  This  looks  small,  but  there  has  been  marked 
improvement  to  reach  even  this  point. 

In  teaching  arithmetic  there  has  been  progress  all  along  the  line, 
and  over  one-third  of  our  schools  may  be  marked  good  in  this  subject. 
The  fundamental  rules  are  more  thoroughly  taught,  more  mental 
exercises  are  given,  and  the  work  is  made  more  practical  throughout. 

Except  in  a  limited  number  of  the  schools,  writing  is  poorly 
taught,  especially  to  beginners.  More  use  should  be  made  of  tlie 
blackboard  in  explaining  principles  and  teaching  the  formation  of  the 
letters,  and  the  spacing  and  connecting  of  them.  The  penmanship  of 
many  high  school  pupils  is  poor,  in  some  cases  almost  illegible,  and  no 
doubt  assists  in  making  failures  at  the  Provincial  Examination. 
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In  the  common  schools  English  Grammar  is  largely  taught  orally, 
the  text-book  being  seldom  used  below  the  8th  grade. 

History  and  Geography  are  intelligently  taught  in  many  schools  ; 
in  others  the  time  is  largely  wasted.  In  the  latter  case  a  lesson 
generally  consists  of  repeating  barren  dates  and  unimportant  details 
cor#cernincr  foreign  countries.  I  find  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
Normal  trained  teacher  excels  in  teaching  these  subjects. 

In  Drawing  and  Music  the  past  year's  work  was  satisfactory,  and 
these  subjects  may  be  considered  pretty  well  established  throughout 
the  district. 

For  the  length  of  time  "  Lessons  on  Nature  "  has  been  a  subject  of 
the  Course  of  Study,  there  should  be  better  results.  Instead  of  the 
child  being  led  to  observe  and  investigate,  the  process  too  often  con- 
sists of  memorizing  a  mass  of  dr^'  and  uninteresting  facts. 

The  numbsr  of  candidates  attending  the  Provincial  Examination 
is  increa3ing  every  year.  In  1893  there  were  55  applications  at  the 
Lunenburg  station,  this  year  there  were  101.  At  the  Liverpool 
station  the  number  increased  from  32  to  67  during  the  same  time. 

With  one  exception,  the  annual  returns  were  received  within  the 
specified  time.  Nearly  all  were  practically  correct,  but  too  many 
were  carelessly  made  up.  1  trust  you  will  find  the  abstracts  of  the 
same,  already  forwarded  to  the  Education  Office,  more  correct  than  in 
apy  former  year. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  sections  voted  on  the  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance Act,  with  the  result  that  sixty-six  adopted  it.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  next  year  the  Act  will  be  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
district. 

Every  Br)ard  of  Trustees  was  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  Revised 
School  Act  during  the  year.  The  effect  of  this  has  been  to  consider- 
ably lessen  my  correspondence  on  questions  of  school  law,  and  makes 
a  reply  to  such  questions  much  easier  and  more  satisfactory. 

For  detailed  information  concerning  individual  sections,  I  will 
refer  you  to  the  Statistical  Tables  and  Notes  of  Inspection  already 
forwarded. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Macintosh. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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DISTRICT   No.   a— YARMOUTH    AND    SHELBURNE. 

James  H.  Munro,  Inspector, 
Sir:— 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  n^any  sections  the  past  was  a 
very  unhealthy  year,  and  January  and  February  unusually  stormy 
months,  a  comparison  of  the  statistical  tables  will  show  that  fair 
progress  was  made.  In  Yarmouth  County  107  schools  were  open 
more  or  less  of  the  year,  and  in  Shelburne  78,  giving  an  addition  over 
the  previous  year  of  one  school  for  each  county.  The  best  that  could 
be  attained  in  Yarmouth  County  is  112  schools,  and  in  Shelburne  80 
or  81.  Then,  why  were  Lake  George,  Forest  Glen,  Canaan,  Greenville, 
and  Moriis  Island  sections  in  the  former  county,  and  Big  Port 
L'Hebert,  West  Green  Harbour,  McNutt's  Island,  Ensor,  and  Granite 
Village  sections  in  Shelburne  County  without  schools  ?  My  intimate 
knowledge  of  these  sections  enables  me  to  give  a  direct  reply. 

As  a  rebuke  to  the  ratepayers  of  Lake  George  for  the  irregular 
attendance  of  their  children,  the  commissioners  withheld  the  special 
grants  which  the  section  was  accustomed  to  receive.  In  a  fit  of  sulky 
humour  they  refused  to  provide  a  school.  As  the  commissioners  have 
put  the  school  on  trial  again,  the  usual  allowances  were  voted  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  June.  For  some  years  the  people  of  Forest  Glen 
have  had  no  school  house.  Last  year  they  reorganized  and  voted 
money,  but  owing  to  misunderstandings  little  work  was  done.  In 
midsummer  I  attended  a  public  meeting,  and  succeeded  so  well  in 
harmonizing  differences  that  work  has  been  resumed  with  a  will, 
which  leaves  no  doubt  that  school  will  be  kept  some  part  of  the  year 
closing  July,  1896.  The  trouble  in  Canaan  was  to  agree  upon  the 
season  of  the  year  when  school  should  be  kept,  for,  being  "  a  poor 
section,"  it  could  content  itself  with  a  six  months'  school.  Alas  !  the 
seasons  came  and  went,  but  no  season  saw  Canaan's  school  in  opera- 
tion. Greenville  is  a  school  sectiort  of  coloured  people.  Up  to  last 
year  they  had  the  use  of  a  building  owned  by  private  parties,  but 
being  debarred  from  the  further  use  of  it,  they  resolutely  set  to  work, 
with  the  result  that  the  new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupation  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  I  have  more  than  once  referred  to  Morris 
Island  and  its  scattered  roadless  settlements.  I  have  to  repeat  that  it 
is  still  without  a  school  house.  The  bridge,  which  was  built  a  few 
years  ago  by  the  local  government,  connecting  it  and  Suret's  Island, 
has  given  a  few  families  the  privilege  of  access  to  the  school  of  the 
latter  place.  So  much  for  the  sections  in  Yarmouth  County  without 
schools. 

Big  Port  L'Hebert  is  a  small  place,  and  at  best  can  support  a 
school  part  of  the  year.  Indeed,  there  is  only  one  family  of  children 
in  it,  but  that  is  a  big  one.  Two  years  ago  the  father,  acting  on  a 
whim,  withdrew  his  children  in  the  middle  of  the  term,  leaving  the 
trustees  to  settle  accounts  with  the  teacher  as  best  they  could.  Lately 
they  offered  to  hire  a  teacher  for  six  months,  but  the  haughty  sire 
rejecting  the  maxim  that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread,  stoutly 
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insisted  :  a  school  for  the  year,  or  no  school  at  all.  A  serious  calamity 
overtook  West  Green  Harbour ;  a  new  school  house,  which  had  been 
occupied  only  nine  months,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  As  a  heavy  debt 
was  still  due  on  the  building,  the  people  were  almost  driven  to  despair. 
What  aggravated  the  loss  was  the  morally  certain  fact  that  it  was  a 
resident  who  applied  the  fire.  There  is  no  school  accommodation  yet 
on  McNutt's  island.  A  few  months  ago  I  sounded  a  ratepayer  who 
I  knew  was  anxious  to  get  school  privileges  for  his  children.  His 
answpr  was  not  encouraging ;  it  was  the  old  story,  "  Those  who  have 
the  most  property  have  no  direct  need  of  a  school.''  Ensor  should  no 
longer  be  numbered  among  the  sections,  as  family  antagonisms  will 
ever  prevent  co-operation.  The  children  near  the  po^t  road  attend 
Clyde  River  school,  and  those  near  the  lake  a  shore  school.  As 
regards  Granite  Village,  I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  stated  in  a  pre- 
vious report,  that  since  the  properties  changed  ownerships  there  seems 
to  be  no  material  for  a  school. 

I  have  dwelt  at  considerable  length  on  sections  without  schools,  in 
order  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  they  are  under  watchful 
supervision,  and  that  there  is  a  solicitude  to  assist  and  direct  any 
movement  towards  starting  a  school. 

New  school  houses  have  been  already  referred  to.  The  coloured 
people  of  Greenville  have  erected  a  nice  building  on  a  site  with 
grounds  which  can  be  easily  improved.  These  people  illustrate  the 
power  of  union,  for  it  is  by  acting  together  that  they  have  succeeded. 
The  liabilities  assumed  by  the  trustees  will  be  promptly  met  at  the 
proper  time.  At  Forest  Glen  the  site  was  well  chosen,  and  I  hope  in 
my  next  report  to  speak  in  satisfactory  terms  of  the  new  school  house. 

The  need  of  repairs  and  improved  furniture  was  felt  by  a  few 
sections.  Richmond,  Riverdale,  North  Kempt,  and  Comeaus  Hill 
have  provided  modern  seats  and  desks,  and  as  the  rooms  were  pre- 
viously sheathed,  they  are  very  comfortable  and  present  an  attractive 
appearance.  Other  sections  made  repairs  more  or  less  extensive,  such 
as  Bloomtield,  Osborne,  Tusket,  and  some  that  I  cannot  just  now 
rbcall.  The  Tusket  trustees  made  a  good  job  of  the  room.  At  a 
future  day  a  new  suit  of  furniture  will  be  in  order.  Bell  Neck,  Birch- 
town,  and  West  Head  have  very  poor  structures,  and  if  not  improved 
they  must  be  condemned. 

Ratepayers  move  slowly  when  they  are  urged  to  improve  the 
school  grounds,  and  the  exterior  of  the  school  house.  Still,  they  are 
moving,  for  one  can  see  here  and  there  a  newly  painted  school  house 
and  a  neatly  constructed  fence.  To  save  expense,  and  to  enable  rate- 
payers to  dispense  finally  with  the  cost  of  keeping  up  fences,  I  have 
made  this  recommendation :  Provide  suitable  pests  and  sufficient 
smooth  wire  to  make  a  fence  of  four  strands.  In  the  fall  or  spring 
plant  small  spruce  trees  about  three  feet  apart  inside  the  grounds  and 
close  to  the  fence.  Once  a  year  at  least  clip  the  trees  so  that  the 
branches  may  grow  thick,  and  interpenetrate  each  other.  In  a  few 
years  a  beautiful  hedge  will  enclose  the  grounds,  and  its  impenetrable 
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tangle   will   bar   the  encroachment  of  cattle.     With  good  gates  no 
better  protection  can  be  eflfected. 

It  seems  to  me  no  section  should  be  without  an  outbuilding  for 
fuel  Many  a  time  a  visitor's  equanimity  is  disturbed  on  coming  to  a 
school  to  find  the  lobby  dirty,  the  floor  strewed  with  chips,  wood  piled 
up  in  the  corner,  and  hacked  doors  and  walls,  due  to  the  rough  hand- 
ling of  the  wood.  At  a  small  cost  the  fuel  could  have  its  proper  place, 
and  if  it  were  provided  a  year  ahead  the  saving  and  convenience 
would  more  than  pay  for  the  outlay. 

Two  sections  have  provided  for  another  department,  namely, 
Jordan  Falls  and  Clark's  Harbour.  For  some  years  past  Jordan  Falls 
has  shown  a  public  spirit  in  the  management  of  its  school  affairs.  It 
has  made  extensive  repairs,  procured  the  best  furniture  to  be  had, 
engaged  good  teachers,  and  it  is  now  preparing  for  a  graded  school. 
Ko  section  in  Barrington  has  such  educational  possibilities  as  Clark's 
Harbour.  With  four  departments  it  should  be  to  the  west  what 
Lockeport  has  been  to  the  east  of  the  county.  It  has  a  large  popula- 
tion, plenty  of  children,  bright  and  intelligent,  and  citizens  capable  of 
making  a  first-class  school  if  their  minds  were  once  set  on  it.  In  a 
few  years  it  would  attain  a  grade  A  standing,  and  become  a  centre  to 
which  would  be  drawn  from  other  sections  young  men  and  women 
ambitious  to  qualify  for  responsible  positions. 

The  unequivocal  remarks  in  the  October  Journal  of  Education  in 
regard  to  calisthenic  and  musical  exercises  have  been  fruitful  of  good 
results.  Music,  which  was  cultivated  in  comparatively  few  schools, 
and  calisthenics,  which  was  seldom  practised,  are  now  receiving  a  good 
measure  of  attention.  Many  teachers  who  used  to  prefer  the  excuse 
that  they  could  not  sing,  found  that  by  stirring  up  the  gift  that  was  in 
them  they  could  sing,  and  also  teach  their  pupils  to  sing.  There  were 
some  who  made  use  of  all  the  helps  within  their  reach,  even  going 
long  distances  to  get  instruction  in  the  new  notation.  In  Christmas 
week  a  number  of  rural  teachers  in  Shelburne  district  formed  a  class 
and  hired  an  instructor,  and  bore  all  the  expense  incident  to  travelling 
to  and  residing  in  the  shire  town.  The  singing  of  the  pupils  proved 
how  much  they  had  benefited  by  the  enterprise  of  their  teachers.  In 
Mr.  John  B.  LeBlanc's  department.  Lower  Wedge,  I  heard  stirring  music 
when  the  pupils  sang  with  patriotic  fervour  "  Our  own  Canadian 
Home,"  and  the  National  anthem.  At  Barrington  Passage,  where 
Mr.  W.  B.  Parker  is  principal,  the  singing  was  first-class.  Pupils 
took  their  parts,  as  tenor,  alto,  bass,  and  sang  with  fine  effect. 

Teachers  volunteered  the  acknowledgment  that  they  could  discern 
the  good  effect  on  their  pupils  of  the  calisthenic  practice,  in  correcting 
a  stooping  tendency  in  the  shoulders,  ungainly  attitudes,  and  a 
slouching  gait  in  walking.  To  teachers  generally  praise  is  due,  but  if 
I  had  a  prize  to  offer  I  would  award  it  to  Miss  Amy  Hilton's  depart- 
ment, where  the  exercises,  conducted  to  the  music  of  a  phono-harp, 
where  marked  with  a  precision  and  gracefulness  of  motion  almost 
perfect. 
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To  all  the  other  subjects  of  the  course  the  usual  time  has  been 
given.  In  the  rounds  of  one  year  I  may  think  the  reading  is  improv- 
ing, and  that  teachers  are  attending  to  those  principles  that  underlie 
good  reading.  In  the  next,  perhaps,  I  may  have  reason  to  change  my 
estimate,  and  draw  the  inference  that  reading  is  receiving  proper 
attention  only  by  fits  and  starts,  and  that  the  supreme  importance  of 
boys  and  girls  leaving  their  schools  good  readers  is  not  adequately 
realized.  If  the  simple  fact  were  kept  in  view  that  reading  ought  to 
give  pleasure  to  the  listener,  the  standard  would  be  much  higher  than 
it  is,  and  teachers  would  have  a  ready  test  of  its  quality.  I  wonder  in 
bow  many  schools  the  pupils  have  been  drilled  to  apply  the  rules  for 
reading  in  the  Fifth  Royal  Reader  ?  In  most  of  the  French  schools 
the  reading  is  better  than  an  Englishman  would  expect  to  hear,  con- 
sidering that  the  children  know  little  or  no  English  when  they  first 
come  to  school.  I  have  thought  that  in  the  primary  rooms  more 
might  be  done  to  cultivate  English.  This  remark  does  not  apply  to 
Upper  East  and  Middle  West  Pubnico,  for  the  little  folk  are  taught  to 
read  and  speak  English  well. 

The  vertical  style  of  writing  is  coming  into  use  gradually.  At  first 
I  was  averse  to  a  change,  but  the  favourable  account  received  from 
those  who  are  using  it,  backed  by  specimens  of  writing  and  compari- 
sons with  the  slanting  hand,  has  modified  my  views.  As  it  appears 
that  it  is  going  to  supersede  the  other,  I  will  make  the  suggestion  that 
it  should  I  e  imperative  in  the  case  of  the  first,  second  and  third  grades. 
When  promoted,  they  would  still  cultivate  that  hand,  and  ere  long  it 
would  be  in  universal  use.  In  the  case  of  senior  pupils  I  observed 
that  though  they  practised  the  vertical  hand  in  their  copy  books,  they 
reverted  to  the  slanting  when  writing  dictation,  &c. 

Drawing  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  new  subject;  the  belief  is  that 
it  has  come  to  stay.  Consequently  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  school 
without  books.  Teachers,  too,  are  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
the  jsuhject,  as  one  can  see  in  the  improved  work  of  their  pupils.  In 
some  schools  the  drawing  may  be  characterized  as  beautiful.  In  view 
of  artistically  executed  work  of  this  kind,  every  reasonable  person 
will  concede  that  the  school  of  to-day  is  conferring  a  special  boon,  and 
that  to  know  how  to  draw  will  ere  long  be  a  valuable  element  in  the 
average  pupils  equipment. 

The  applications  for  the  provincial  examination  in  July  were 
rather  larger  than  usual.     There  were  at — 

Yarmouth  Station,  for  A,  11,  for  B,14,  for  C,30,  for  0,^50.  Total,  105. 

Barrinirton       ••             •        0,       "        1,       »•     15,       ••     18.  «•       34. 

Shelburne         "            ••         0,       ••        2,       »•     14,       »•      15.  «»       31. 

Luekeport         •*            «•         2,       ••       4,       ••       6,       "     25.  •»       37. 

Total  for  A,  13,  for  B,  21,  for  C,  65,for  D,108.    Total,  207. 

The  majority  of  students  came  from  the  Yarmouth  Academy  and 
Milton  High  School,  the  other  sources  of  supply  being  chiefly  HebroOy 
Fort  Maitlami,  Ohio,  and  Tusket.     From  what  I  saw  of  the  Shelburne 
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Academy  I  would  expect  to  hear  that  a  good  percentage  of  the  pupils 
had  made  *'  a  pass.' 


tf 


In  Yarmouth  town  schools  we  have  some  teachers  that,  in  my 
opinion,  are  equal  to  any  in  the  province.  They  have  knowledge, 
(experience,  skill ;  they  are  faithful  workers,  judicious  in  discipline, 
and  feel  that  the  formation  of  character  is  a  matter  of  the  first  import- 
ance. The  work  of  their  pupils  is  tested  by  competent  principals,  and 
it  always  gives  satisfaction.  A  brief  visit  to  these  schools  is  profit- 
able. What  a  great  benefit  then  young  people  looking  to  teaching 
would  receive,  if,  as  a  condition  of  getting  a  license,  they  had  to  pass 
two  or  three  months  in  these  schools,  not  as  lookers  on,  but  doing  the 
work  themselves  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers.  With  this 
training  they  would  enter  their  own  schools,  grounded  in  the  fact 
that  to  drill  is  the  main  business  of  the  teacher— not  merely  to  hear 
lessons.  There  are  some  departments  it\  Shelburne  town  school  to 
which  these  remarks  also  apply. 

In  most  of  the  graded  schools  in  the  District  good  work  is  being 
done.  Teachers  of  the  higher  departments  often  complain  that 
advanced  studies  are  out  of  the  question,  because  the  children  leave 
school  at  such  an  early  age.  I  am  told  that  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing 
in  fishing  settlements  to  withdraw  boys  eight  or  nine  years  old  in 
order  that  they  may  engage  in  their  parents'  occupation.  As  the 
period  is  short  between  the  closing  seajon  and  the  time  to  start  anew, 
they  are  practically  without  educational  advantages.  The  future  of 
those  children  ii^  not  bright.  At  Lower  Woods'  Harbour  there  are 
excellent  schools,  taught  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Huestis.  The  trustees 
have  shown  good  judgment  by  retaining  their  services.  At  the  south 
end  of  Yarmouth  the  commissioners  have  added  the  eighth  department. 

During  the  year  I  visited  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
Hawthorn  and  Lower  Wedge  primary,  which  were  not  at  work  when 
I  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  40  per  cent,  of  the  whole  a  second  time. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  sheets  and  book  of  tables 
lately  forwarded  to  the  Education  065ce,  for  further  confirmation  of 
my  initial  statement  that  fair  progress  has  been  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  MUNRO. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq..  Ll.D. 

Svperintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

« 

L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

In  addition  to  my  monthly  reports,  which  you  have  already 
received,  and  my  Notes  of  Inspection  and  Statistical  Tables,  which 
are  forwarded  herewith,  the  following  general  report  for  the  year 
ended  July  31st,  A.  D.  1895,  is  presented  for  your  consideration. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  last  report  to  the  formation  of  Allen 
River  ^section,  No.  48,  in  the  District  of  Annapolis  West,  and  to  the 
action  of  trespass  which  resulted  in  consequence  of  the  expropriation 
of  land  for  school  purposes.  Before  coming  to  trial  this  action  was 
settled,  and  all  proceedings  in  the  formation  of  said  section  and  in 
obtaining  a  site  for  the  school  house  and  grounds,  were  subsequently 
ratified  and  confirn^d  by  a  special  Act  of  the  Legislature  passed  last 
winter.  A  new  school  house  was  promptly  built,  and  school  was  kept 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  In  Bear  River  section,  to  which 
reference  was  also  made  in  my  last  report,  all  cause  of  friction  has 
been  removed,  and  the  school  buildings  have  been  completed  and 
occupied  since  November  last.  The  school  house  is  more  convenient 
and  better  adapted  for  school  purposes  than  any  other  school  building 
in  this  Inspectoral  District.  The  section  has  good  reason  to  be  proud 
of  the  fine  accommodation  provided,  and  of  the  eflUcient  school  of  five 
departments  now  bein^  maintained.  The  head  department,  taught  by 
Principal  Shields,  has  been  doing  High  School  work  exclusively,  and 
bids  fair  to  become  a  successful  rival  of  the  County  Academies. 

Meteghan  Section,  also  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  remains  as  it 
was.  The  action  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  dividing  the 
.section  was  not  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  aa 
you  are  aware,  for  the  reason  that  no  valid  ground  for  the  division 
could  be  shown.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  June  last  money  was 
voted  for  a  new  school  house  of  four  departments,  and  the  work  of 
construction  is  to  begin  shortly.  A  new  site  has  been  chosen  by  the 
trustees,  and  has  received  my  approval. 

New  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  in  Torbrook 
West,  Salem,  Victory,  Tiddville,  Freeport,  and  Forest  Glen  sections, 
suitable  to  the  requirements  of  those  sections.  The  house  at  Freeport 
is  large  and  convenient,  and  is  intended  for  four  departments.  The 
other  houses  referred  to  are  creditable  to  the  sections  for  which  they 
are  intended.  At  Weymouth  Bridge  the  school  accommodation  has 
been  poor  for  some  years  past,  but  at  the  last  annual  meeting  the 
rate-payers  voted  two  tfiousavd  dollars  to  provide  new  grounds  and 
buildings.  Before  another  year  passes  it  is  expected  that  a  school 
house  will  be  erected  which  will  reflect  credit  upon  that  prosperous 
village.  Some  difficulty  is  being  found,  however,  in  getting  a  suitable 
site,  as  the  title  to  the  best  available  location  is  so  entailed  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  recourse  will  be  had  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
special  Act  for  expropriating  the  same.     ^  t  Church  Point  also,  in 
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Clare,  a  new  school  house  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  ready  for  occupation  before  another  year  closes.*  The  school  houses 
in  Salem  and  Albany  North  sections,  were  burned  during  the  year. 
In  the  former  case  the  fire,  which  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been 
of  incendiary  origin,  occurred  in  midwinter.  In  the  latter  case  the 
loss  was  occasioned  by  a  forest  tire  in  the  early  part  of  summer.  In 
both  sections  the  ratepayers,  with  commendable  promptitude,  have 
provided  suitable  buildings,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  or 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  summer  vacation.  Repairs  more  or  less 
extensive  have  been  made  in  various  other  sections.  A  very  credit- 
able degree  of  progress  may,  therefore,  be  reported  in  the  matter  of 
school  buildings. 

As  regards  apparatus  and  general  school  equipment  other  than 
buildings,  no  marked  improvement  can  be  reported.  The  attention  of 
trustees  has  been  called  to  this  matter,  but,  except  in  a  few  cases,  no 
heed  has  been  paid  to  my  suggestions.  All  schools  have  more  or  \eau 
necessafy  apparatus,  but  in  most  sections  the  quantity  should  be 
supplemented.  This  matter  will  continue  to  receive  my  attention^ 
and,  in  cases  where  necessary  articles  are  not  supplied,  it  will  become 
necessary  to  ask  your  permission  to  withhold  payment  of  the  County 
Grant. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  sections  during  the 
year — the  number  remaining  at  187  as  last  reported:  Six  sections  are 
not  at  present  organized  and  do  not  maintain  schools.  Several  other 
sections  are  thinly  settled,  and  are  able  to  sustain  school  for  a  part  of 
the  year  only.  ThiHeen  sections  were  without  schools  any  part  of 
the  year.  Fifty  sections  were  entitled  to  receive  extra  aid  as  "  poor  " 
sections,  of  which  number  twelve  were  without  schools.  In  some 
cases  teachers  were  not  available  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
some  sections  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  have  schools  for  a  shorter 
period  than  was  intended.  In  a  few  cases,  for  valid  reasons,  sections 
were  granted  permission  to  maintain  schools  for  part  of  the  year  only. 

You  are  referred  to  my  Notes  of  Inspection  for  the  year  for 
definite  infotmation  regarding  the  condition  of  each  school. 
Generally  speaking,  schools  of  all  sorts  are  to  be  found.  The  condi- 
tion of  each  school  depends  very  largely  upon  the  teacher  in  charge. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  are  energetic  and  successful,  both 
in  imparting  instruction  and  in  governing  their  pupils.  Their  success 
in  some  cases  is  limited  by  want  of  sufficient  apparatus  and  by  other 
local  conditions.  As  a  class  their  educational  qualifications  are 
increasing  year  by  year.  Poor  teachers  are,  also,  to  be  found,  but 
they  are  not  so  numerous  as  formerly.  Higher  scholastic  attainments 
and  better  professional  training  of  the  present  day  are  producing 
•legitimate  results.  The  number  of  Normal  trained  teachers  is 
increasing,  and  the  influence  of  their  training  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
work  of  the  young  teachers  who  are  entering  the  profession. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  candidates  applied  for  examination  for 
scholarship  certificates  at  the  four  stations  in  this  Inspectoral  District^ 
of  whom  fifty -nine  took  the  minimum  pt^ofessional  examination  in 
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addition.  The  number  applying  for  Grade  A,  was  13 ;  for  Grade  B, 
58;  for  Grade  C,  84;  and  for  Grade  D,  155.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  candidates  will  fail  in  securing 
certificates,  for  the  reason  that  many  of  them  are  quite  }'oung  and 
have  not  had  sufficient  mental  development  to  enable  them  to  deal 
with  original  questions  in  a  logical  manner.  This  must  be  expected 
so  long  as  candidates  come  from  miscellaneous  as  well  as  graded 
schools,  and  are  certified  by  inexperienced  as  well  as  experienced 
teachers.  Further,  all  teachers  are  not  equally  judicious  in  certifying 
to  the  fitness  of  applicants  for  examination. 

The  registered  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  fairly 
good.  The  annual  returns  show  that  there  were  in  this  District  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  8,881  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years 
of  age  in  .sections  having  schools.  The  total  annual  enrolment  was 
9,458,  being  102  more  than  were  registered  last  year.  The  average 
of  quarterly  percentage  was  64.5,  being  one  and  nine-tenth  per  cent, 
higher  than  last  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  a  gradual  advance 
in  this  regard,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  A  percentage 
of  at  lea^t  75.  should  be  attained  in  all  schools.  Some  have  already 
exceeded  that  standard. 

The  prescribed  Course  of  Study  is  being  fairly  well  followed. 
In  many  of  the  schools  the  work  of  the  course  is  being  more  or  less 
thoroughly  and  systematically  done.  Some  inexperienced  or  untrained 
teachers  are  to  be  found,  however,  who  partially  neglect  the  oral  work, 
and  who  promote  their  pupils  far  more  rapidly  than  their  attainments 
warrant.  To  this  fact  may  be  attributed  a  large  proportion  of  the 
failures  to  pass  the  Provincial  Examination.  As  the  number  of 
Normal  trained  teachers  is  gradually  increasing,  it  is  fair  to  expect 
more  thorough  work  in  the  common  school  department  of  the  Course 
of  Study,  and  consequently  fewer  failures  to  obtain  scholarship 
certificates. 

There  are  about  thirty  schools  in  the  District  of  Clare  for  which 
French-speaking  teachers  are  required.  To  supply  this  demand 
there  were  but  fifteen  licensed  French  teachers  available.  It  was 
necessary  to  engage  others  to  supply  the  remainder  of  these  schools, 
and  to  apply  for  "  permissive  licenses  "  for  that  purpo.se.  Several  of 
those  who  taught  during  the  year  under  "permits  "  are  experienced 
teachers  who  did  creditable  work,  and  in  this  regard  compared  favor- 
ably with  those  holding  regular  licenses.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  the  Academy  opened  this  year  at  Church  Point  will,  within  a 
couple  of  years  at  most,  enable  French  students  to  obtain  regular 
licenses  in  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  all  the  French  schools. 

In  my  last  report  I  inadvertently  omitted  any  reference  to  th^ 
meetings  of  our  Teachers'  Association,  held  at  Weymouth  in  the 
month  of  May.  As  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  was  published  in 
the  "  Educational  Review  ''*  and  in  the  local  papers,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  at  this  late  date  to  refer  to  them  at  any  great  length.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  the  subject  of  Science  Teaching  and 
Tonic  Sol-Fa  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Association;  and  proved 
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exceedingly  beneficial  in  aiding  inexperienced  teachers  in  introducing 
the  oral  lessons  on  Nature  and  Music  into  their  schools.  The  Asso- 
ciation was  on  this  occasion  particularly  indebted  to  Principal 
Goucher  of  Lawrencetown,  Prof.  Smith  of  Truro,  and  Principal 
Cameron  of  Yarmouth,  for  their  aid  in  the  departments  of  Science 
and  Literature,  and  to  Miss  Addie  Parker  for  her  admirable  lessons 
on  the  Tonic  Sol-Fa  system  of  teaching  music.  Papers  were  also 
read  by  Principal  Woodman  of  Weymouth  Bridge,  and  Mr.  Hogg  of 
Digby. 

The  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Association — to  be  known  hereafter 
by  virtue  of  recent  regulations  as  the  "  Teachers'  Institute  " — were 
held  this  year  at  Bridgetown,  on  the  30tb  and  31st  days  of  May.  An 
interesting  programme  was  presented,  including  the  following  papers 
and  lessons,  viz. : — 

"  Practical  Teaching/*  by  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Benson. 

An  illustrative  lesson  in  Botany  on  "  The  Lily  of  the  Valley," 
by  Miss  Margaret  B.  Redding. 

"  Tonic  Sol-Fa  " — a  paper — by  Miss  Jennie  A.  Hall. 

An  illustrative  lesson  in  Botany  on  "  The  Apple,"  by  Principal 
Dunlop. 

Literature — "  Goldsmith's  Traveller,"  by  Principal  Brown. 

"  Tonic  Sol-Fa  " — a  lesson — by  Miss  Hattie  Congdon. 

"  Tardiness  and  Irregular  Attendance,"  by  Jos.  Crowe. 

"  The  causes  of  unequal  length  of  Day  and  Night,"  by  Prin- 
cipal McVicar. 

"  The  "  Metric  System"  was  to  have  been  presented  by  Principal 
Longley  of  Digby,  but  illness  prevented. 

About  one  hundred  teachers  were  present  at  the  various  meetings, 
and  much  enthusiasm  was  manifested.  The  discussions  which  followed 
the  presentation  of  the  various  papers  were  practical  and  instructive. 
The  teachers  present  were  much  indebted  to  Dr.  MacKay,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education,  and  to  Principal  Patterson  and  Mr.  McGill,  of 
Acacia  Villa  Seminary,  for  their  presence  and  assistance,  which  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  success  of  the  Institute.  A  public  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Baptist  Church  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  which  was  attended 
by  a  large  audience.  The  principal  speakers  were  Dr.  MacKay, 
the  Supt.  of  Education,  and  Principal  Patterson  of  Acacia  Villa 
Seminary.  Short  addresses  were  also  given  by  Principals  McVicar, 
Longley,  ShafTner,  Dunlop,  Mr.  McGill,  and  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Tufts  of 
Belfast,  Maine.  Dr.  MacKay  spoke  of  the  educational  affairs  of  this 
Province  as  compared  with  those  of  Ontario,  and  while  he  believed 
the  high  school  system  of  that  Province  to  be  superior  to  our  own, 
yet  he  was  certain  that  the  common  school  system  of  this  Province 
was  superior  to  that  of  Ontario.  He  spoke  at  length  of  the  old 
system  of  education  and  of  the  new,  and  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
instilling  into  the  minds  of  pupils  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  Principal 
Patterson's  address  was  enthusiastic  and  interesting,  as  his  public 
addresses  always  are.  Several  pieces  of  music  rendered  in  a  superior 
manner  by  the  church  choir,  contributed  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
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occasion.  The  meetings  of  the  Institute  on  this  occasion  may  be 
considered  among  the  best  yet  held,  and  will  tend  yet  further  to 
engender  an  esprit  de  corps  among  the  teachers,  and  to  furnish 
incentives  to  more  energetic  and  successful  work  in  their  profession. 
The  large  attendance  of  teachers  at  these  meetings  entitled  the 
Institute  to  send  four  delegates  to  the  Provincial  Association,  and 
Principals  Brown,  McVicar,  and  Longley,  and  Mrs.  Benson,  were 
elected  for  that  purpose. 

Of  late  years  the  Optional  Compulsory  Attendance  law  has  not 
engaged  the  serious  attention  of  the  rate-payers  in  this  Inspectoral 
District,  and  few  sections  only  have  voted  on  the  resolution  as  required 
by  law.  According  to  instructions  received,  all  sections  which  had 
not  voted  on  this  question  at  the  annual  meetin^rs  in  June  were 
promptly  notified  to  call  a  special  meeting  for  that  purpose.  At  this 
writing  reports  have  been  received  from  172  sections,  showing  that 
compulsory  attendance,  as  defined  by  the  law,  was  adopted  in  89  and 
rejected  in  83  sections.  It  may  be  fair  to  assume  that  the  remaining 
sections  will  be  divided  in  about  the  same  proportion.  In  very  many 
sections  the  vota  was  unanimous,  either  for  or  against  the  Act. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  Annual  Returns  came  to  hand 
promptly.  Most  of  these  were  carefully  prepared  and  correct. 
Several  required  revision  or  completion,  and  were  sent  back  for  that 
purpose.  A  few  teachers  fail  to  comprehend  that  the  returns,  so  far 
as  the  tables  are  concerned,  is  to  be  a  copy  of  the  register,  although 
they  have  been  instructed  that  such  is  the  case. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  were  taught  by 
Principal  McVicar  and  Longley  respectively.  Excellent  work  was 
done  at  both  of  these  academies.  The  attendance  was  good  consider- 
ing the  large  amount  of  high  school  work  being  done  in  many  of  the 
common  schools,  particularly  in  the  head  departments  of  most  of  the 
graded  schools. 

The  Countv  Academv  at  Church  Point,  in  connection  with  Ste. 
Anne's  College,  was  taught  by  Principal  Phalen.  As  this  is  the  first 
year  in  the  history  of  that  Academy  as  much  could  not  be  expected 
as  will  be  looked  for  later  on.  Those  who  succeeded  in  passing  the 
entrance  examination  were  the  college  students.  No  candidates  from 
the  common  schools  were  successful,  Mr.  Phalen  did  as  crood  work  as 
could  be  expected.  Quite  a  number  of  his  pupils  were  not  very 
familiar  with  the  English  language,  and  this  made  his  position  more 
difiicult  to  fill  with  satisfaction.  As  you  ha'^^e  visited  all  three  of 
these  Academies,  it  will  not  be  necessary  tu  say  more  in  this  con- 
nection. 

All  schools  were  inspected  during  the  year  except  that  in  Salem 
Section,  in  Annapolis  East.  The  destruction  of  the  school,  house  by 
fire,  and  the  closing  of  the  school  in  consequence  thereof,  prevented 
an  inspection  of  that  school.  Some  were  visited  a  second  time,  and 
more  would  have  been  accomplished  if  an  accident  in  the  early  part 
of  June,  while  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  had  not  compelled  me  to 
remain  at  home  during  the  remainder  of  the  school  year. 
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The  Health  Readers  are  now  being  used  in  most  schools  of  thi& 
district  with  very  beneficial  results.  A  large  amount  of  useful 
knowledge  is  thus  being  imparted  in  a  more  systematic  manner  than 
was  possible  to  be  given  by  inexperienced  teachers  without  the  aid 
of  such  books.  A  very  few  schools  have  not  introduced  these 
readers,  but  these  will  probably  do  so  before  another  year  passes. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  thirty  purely  French  schools  in 
this  district.  For  these  schools  no  French  books  have  been  prescribed, 
except  the  bilingual  series  of  Royal  Readers.  As  the  series  does  not 
extend  beyond  the  No.  3  Reader,  the  a4vanced  classes  in  these  schools 
have  been  using  such  books  as  the  "  Nouveau  Traits,"  and  "Telemaque." 
I  have  ordered  the  "  Nouveau  Traits  "  to  be  discontinued,  as  its  use 
clearly  contravenes  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  school  law.  In 
view  of  these  facts  an  advanced  French  reader  should  be  prescribed, 
in  order  that  those  classes  which  get  beyond  the  third  bilingual 
Readers  may  have  some  authorized  reading  book  available  for  use. 
A  French  grammar  should  also  be  prescribed  for  use  in  these  schools. 
Hopincr  that  these  recommendations  may  commend  themselves  to 
your  judgment, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  H.  NUcKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

SupeTnntevdent  of  Edtixation. 


L.  S.  MORSE. 


DISTRICT   No.   5.— HANTS  AND   KINGS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 
Sir  :— 

As  required,  I  submit  a  report  of  the  schools  under  my  supervision 
in  District  No.  5,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1895. 

The  information  contained  in  the  statistical  tables,  sent  herewith, 
affords  a  detailed  statement  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  schools 
in  the  three  jfchool  commissioners'  districts  included  in  my  inspectorate. 
I  need  not  therefore  repeat  much  of  this  information.  Those  who 
desire  to  go  somwhat  into  such  details  as  are  given  in  a  school  report, 
are  invited  to  study  what  had  been  prepared  for  the  counties  of 
Hants  and  Kings. 

For  comparison  with  1894  A.  D.,  I  report  for  the  two  counties  as 
follows : — 


1895 
1894 


Date. 

No.  SchooLs. 

• 

No.  Teachers. 

No.  PiipiU. 

Attendance.' 

247 
241 

264 
256 

10,394 
10,322 

1 ,044,537 

1,045,574 

Increase 

• 

•       8 

•72 

• 

Decrease 

1,037  • 

72 
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TEACHERS. 


Date. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1895 

1894 

6 
3 

42 
44 

137 
1,32 

79 
77 

46 
49 

213 

207 

264 

256 

Increase  . . 
Decrease . . 

3 

"2" 

5 

2 

...... 

11 

8 

Eight  sections — three  in  Hants  and  five  in  Kings — did  not  open 
schools  during  the  year.  These  were  Mt.  Siimmerville,  Lakelan'is, 
and  Rawdon  Gold  Mines,  in  Hants,  and  Fair  View,  Black  Rock  Mt., 
Baxter's  Harbor,  Town  Plot,  and  East  Pereaux  Mt.,  in  Kings.  There 
was  a  somewhat  reasonable  excuse  given  in  each  case  for  not  having 
a  school,  and  I  ain  expecting  schools  in  most  of  these  sections  next 
year.  The  schools  in  operation  made  a  good  lecord  as  a  whole.  Most 
of  them  fully  sustained  their  previous  good  standing,  and  in  some 
notable  respects  did  work  of  a  superior  character.  I  am  able  to 
report  a  more  general  conformity  to  the  course  of  study  than  hereto- 
fore. Subjects  that  hitherto  were  regarded  of  less  importance  than 
many  others,  came  in  for  a  fair  share  of  time  and  attention.  Among 
these  calisthenics,  music,  moral  and  patriotic  duties,  and  lessons  on 
nature  may  be  referred  to.  The  excuse  for  not  teaching  these  in 
the  past  was  "  want  of  time."  When  the  JoumaL  of  Edvxation  for 
October,  1894,  came  to  hand,  all  the  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  set 
about  preparing  to  teach  these  subjects.  Those  who  have  been  most 
careful  to  divide  their  time  so  as  to  give  each  subject  a  fair  proportion, 
and  who  have  endeavored  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  time  assigned 
to  the  various  subjects, report  in  substance  as  follows: — 

Caliathenica  secures  the  strictest  attention  of  all  the  pupils,  exercises 
the  muscles  of  all  parts  of  the  body,  gives  an  agreeable  relaxation 
from  work,  and  so  enlivens  the  pupils  that  they  can  do  much  more 
and  much  better  work  after  engaging  in  this  exercise  than  they 
otherwise  could  do.  So  far  then  as  time  is  concerned  this  drill  results 
in  gain  ;  and  so  far  the  habit  of  attention,  correct  fornj  and  position 
enter  into  this  matter,  great  advantage  is  gained. 

Music  is  more  enjoyed  than  any  other  exercise  in  the  school.  All 
want  to  sing  and  do  sing  when  properly  taught.  The  Tonic  Sol-fa 
notation  is  easily  learned,  and  the  pupils  are  so  inspired  while  singing, 
and  the  exercise  leaves  them  in  such  a  happy  state  of  mind  that  other 
and  harder  work  is  easily  performed.  In  this  too  there  is  a  gain  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  managejpfient  of  the  school.  Any  time  spent  in 
singing  is  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased  ability  it  gives 
to  perform  other  duties.  It  is  understood  that  but  a  short  period  is 
to  be  devoted  each  day  to  calisthenics  and  music,  and  this  at  a  time 
when  relaxation  is  most  needed. 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Ditties,  so  far,  is  taught  principally  in  con- 
nection with  other  lessons,  and  at  times  when  some  incident  suggests 
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a  lesson.  Occasionally  a  set  lesson  is  ^iven  on  such  topics  as  "  Truth," 
"  Honesty,  '*  Industry,"  "  Our  Flag,"  "  Our  Great  Men,"  &c.  There  are 
plenty  of  topics,  full  of  interest,  affording  as  much  real  education  as 
can  be  secured  in  any  other  way. 

Nature  Lesson s,  when  thoroughly  and  properly  prepared  and 
adapted  to  the  age  of  the  pupils,  produce  most  beneficial  results  in 
the  mastery  of  other  subjects,  as  well  as  in  awakening  and  developing 
the  power  of  the  mind.  All  these  subjects  have  proved  failures  in  the 
hands  of  some  teachers,  because  the  main  aim  seemed  toj^e  to  do 
enough  to  have  something  to  report  and  thus  have  their  schools 
accepted.  It  is  questionable  whether  any  one  should  receive  license 
to  teach  when  he  has  never  demonstrated,  by  actual  practice,  that  he 
can  teach.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  those  who  have  defects  which 
will  prevent  them  from  teaching  a  subject  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  aH  schools,  should  not  think  of  teaching  as  a  profession. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  so  large  a  number  of  teachers  in  this 
district  have  made  a  success  of  these  so  called  new  subjects.  Many 
of  them  spent  their  Saturdays  and  holidaj's  in  going  to  places  at 
some  distance  to  be  taught  music,  so  that  they  could  teach  it  in  their 
own  schools.  In  this  way  they  have  been  benefitted  themselves  by  the 
new  order  of  things,  while  they  were  preparing  to  teach  others.  It 
is  not  now  an  uncommon  thing  to  have  quite  young  pupils  write 
from  memory  the  music  of  some  of  the  national  songs,  and  sing 
them  both  by  note  and  words.  We  have  made  commendable  progress 
along  these  lines.  I  may  add  that  the  schools  in  which  most  has 
been  done  in  the  subjects  referred  to,  have  made  the  best  progress  in  ' 
all  the  other  required  subjects. 

Upper  Canard  and  Lower  Canard  sections,  after  several  years  of 
miscellaneous  school  life,  have  graded  their  schools  again.  These 
sections  are  situated  in  the  wealthiest  part  of  Kings  county  ;  and 
twenty  years  ago  their  schools  were  among  the  best  graded  schools  in 
the  county.  For  want  of  pupils  the  schools  became  miscellaneous, 
and  for  some  years,  until  now,  they  enjoyed  but  one  teacher  each. 
They  are  now  returning  to  their  former  good  standing. 
» 

School  Buildings. 

The  improvement  in  school  buildings  continues.  During  the  past 
year  several  houses  have  been  re-seated  with  an  improved  kind  of 
seat  and  desk.  To  make  the  house  compare  with  the  furniture 
necessitated  considerable  repairs  and  painting.  Piedmont,  Waterville 
(Primary),  Lakeville,  Centreville,  Lower  Canard  (Primary),  and 
Upper  Church  Street  may  be  mentioned  as  those  that  have  done 
most  in  improvements  of  this  kind. 

Kentville  has  built  a  large  addition  to  the  school  house,  and 
thereby  nearly  doubled  the  school  accommodation.  In  this  a  room 
has  been  fitted  up  as  a  laboratory,  and  another  for  the  use  of  one  of 
the  large  classes  of  the  academic  department.  There  remains  twa 
large  unfinished  rooms  which  will  be  finished  as  soon  as  needed.     The 
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accommodation  is  now  ample  for  some  years  to  come.  The  town  has 
increased  the  school  grounds  by  the  purchase  of  a  large  lot  of  land. 
Now  it  consists  of  two  acres  or  more. 

One  hundred  and  three  were  enrolled  in  the  academic  department 
•during  the  past  year,  and  the  prospects  are  so  good  for  an  increase 
that  a  third  grade  A  teacher  has  been  engaged  for  the  incoming  year. 
In  equipment,  teachers,  and  otherwise,  this  school  holds  a  first-class 
position. 

A  good  school  house  was  completed  in  Aylesford,  the  new  section 
formed  by  the  Fchool  commissioners  in  May,  L894,  and  nccupied  for 
«  school  at  the  beginning  of  1895.  This  school  raised  funds,  by  an 
entertainment  to  purchase  apparatus  and  chemicals  for  experiments 
in  chemistry  and  physics.  In  thi?^  respect  it  is  now  the  best  equipped 
of  any  miscellaneous  school  in  the  district.  ,    . 

Lakeville,  also,  by  means  of  a  school  entertainment,  supplied  maps 
and  some  much  needed  apparatus  for  the  school.  Occctsionally  this 
might  be  done  to  advantage  in  many  sections. 

The  school  house  in  West  Branch,  Falmouth,  was  burned  near  the 
-end  of  the  first  half  year  of  the  past  term,  and  the  school  conducted 
in  a  dwelling  house  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  This  is  a  small 
poor  section.  The  school  made  an  average  of  about  12  for  the  past 
year.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  rebuilding.  To  do  this  the 
people  contribute  lumber,  shingles,  and  such  material  as  they  have, 
and  then  do  most  of  the  work  amoncr  themselves. 

Indian    Reserve. 

There  is  a  settlement  of  Indians  about  five  miles  west  from 
Shubenacadie,  on  a  tract  of  reserved  land  in  Eist  Hant«^.  The 
Dominion  Government's  agent  built  a  school  house  and  engaged  to 
pay  a  teacher's  salary,  and  the  trustees  of  East  Indian  Road  section, 
which  includes  this  Indian  Reserve,  have  recognized  the  school  by 
signing  the  **  Returns."  The  board  of  school  commissioners  decided 
that  the  grant  from  the  County  Fund  on  account  of  this  school  should 
be  used  for  its  equipment  and  benefit,  and  not  for  general  school 
purposes  in  East  Indian  Road  section.  The  school  was  in  session  for 
nine  month.^  of  the  past  year.  Thiity-eight  pupils  were  enrolled. 
The  attendance,  as  was  expected,  was  somewhat  irregular.  Mr. 
Robert  J.  Logan  was  the  teacher.  He  did  good  work,  and  the  children 
seemed  delighted  to  be  taught.  At  the  request  of  the  agent  I 
inspected  the  school.  I  think  it  will  prove  a  great  boon  to  these 
Indian  people. 

■ 

Arbor  Day. 

Some  schools  are  in  the  habit  of  observing  **  Arbor  Day  "  once  a 
year.  The  day  is  spent  in  setting  trees,  preparing  beds  and  sowing 
flower  seeds,  and  in  clearing  up  and  improving  the  appearance  of  the 
school  ground.s.  This  is  done  by  the  sanction  and  help  of  the  trustees 
and  section.     The  day   is  either  begun  or  concluded  by  addresses. 
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recitations,  songs,  etc.,  and  thus  throughout  is  one  of  pleasure  and 
profit.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  day  thus  spent.  In  too  many  cases  the 
teachers  give  the  imprecision  that  a  day  is  set  apart  as  an  arbor  holi- 
day. Without  consultation  with  the  trustees,  teachers  and  what  few 
f)upils  think  it  worth  whije  to  come,  spend  an  hour  or  so  in  some 
ittle  work  about  the  grounds,  go  home  and  report  that  "^Arbor  Day  " 
was  obferved.  I  cannot  believe  the  day  was  intended  to  be  used  in 
this  way,  and  will  not  encourage  teachers  to  spend  it  thus.  If  for 
any  one  day  more  than  another  a  surplus  of  work  is  provided,  this 
day  is  "  Arbor  Day."  The  teacher  should  prepare  for  it  before  hand, 
and  make  his  lessons  on  plants,  etc.,  for  this  day,  worth  much  to  the 
pupils,  and  the  work  done  on  the  grounds  should  be  of  such  a  kind 
as  to  prove  a  constant  source  of  instruction. 

Teachers'   Institute. 

A  successful  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Windsor  on  Thursday 
and  Friday,  April  26th  and  27th,  1895.  One  hundred  and  ten 
enrolled  as  members,  and  many  others  were  in  attendance.  The 
papers,  lessons  and  addresses  were  of  a  highly  instructive  character. 
The  presence  and  aid  of  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of 
Education,  Prof.  Roberts  of  Kings  College,  Prof.  Haley  of  Acadia 
College,  Prof.  Faville  of  the  Horticultural  School,  and  other  eminent 
educationists,  made  the  meetings  of  great  value  to  the  teachers.  The^ 
evening  of  Thursday  was  devoted  to  a  public  meeting.  A  prominent 
feature  of  this  meeting  was  the  singing  of  one  hundred  of  the 
pupils  of  the  Windsor  schools,  directed  by  Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne. 
The  singing  was  interspersed  by  speeches  from  Dr.  MacKay,  Pro- 
fessors Roberts,  Haley  and  Faville,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Archibald.  Mayor 
Wilson  was  requested  by  the  president  to  preside,  and  he  .did  so  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner.  The  singing  ^and  addresses  were  listened 
to  and  much  enjoyed  by  the  largest  audience  that  could  he  accommo- 
dated in  the  largest  hall  of  the  town,  and  some  hundreds  could  not 
gain  admittance. 

The  next  meetingr  of  the  Institute  will  be  held  in  Berwick. 

For  details  I  refer  you  to  the  Statistical  Tables   and  Notes  of 
Inspection  in  your  hands. 

Your  obedient  serva^nt, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORO'. 

W.  MacIsaac,  B.  a.,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

I  beg  leave,  in  compliance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  report  on 
the  schools  of  District  No.  6  for  the  year  ended  July,  1895. 

A  new  section  was  organized  at  North  Branch.  Ogdcn,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  school  board  at  Guysboro.  Steps  have  been  already 
taken  to  build  a  school  house,  which  will  be  finished  at  an  early  date. 

There  were  93  schools  in  operation  in  Antigonish,  with  a  total 
enrolment  of  3551,  and  a  grand  total  attendance  of  338,617. 

The  number  or  schools  in  session  in  Guysboro  was  92  ;  the  total 
enrolment  3871  ;  and  the  grand  total  of  attendance,  369,181. 

The  proportion  of  population  at  school  in  Antigonish  was  1  in 
4.51,  and  in  Guysboro  1  in  4.44. 

In  Antigonish  the  average  of  quarterly  percentages  was  54.4,  and 
in  Guysboro  60.2. 

The  number  of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  not 
attending  school  at  all  in  Antigonish  was  246  ;  in  Guysboro,  331. 

Number  of  teachers  employed  of  different  grades  is  as  follows  : — 


Antigonish. 

A 

B                   C 

D 

4 

7                   37 

GUYSBOUO'. 

49 

A 

B'                   C 

D 

2 

8                   36 

52 

The  number  of  schools  in  session   for  full  year  of  216   days  in 
Antigonish,  was  42  ;  in  Guysboro,  32. 

Average  number  of  days  all  the  schools  were  in  session  in  Anti* 
gonish  was  187 ;  in  Guysboro,  190.5. 

There  are  81  sections  in  Antigonish,  of  which   76  had   school  ;  in 
Guvsboro  90,  of  which  80  had  school. 

Average  salary  paid  the  teachers,  including  Government  Grant : — 

Antigonish. 

BCD 

Male $293  77  $229  51  $176  54 

Female 275  27  224  88  153  47 

Guysboro. 

BCD 

Male $418  77  $269  40  $137  13 

Female....        308  27  243  00  159  21 
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In  the  matter  of  school  buildings,  and  better  equipment  and 
accommodation,  some  improvement  has  been  done  during  the  year. 
It  would  be  pleasant  to  record  as  evidence  of  increasing  intelligence, 
humanity  and  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that  better  efforts 
are  being  made  in  the  construction,  ventilation,  heating,  and  furnishing 
of  school  houses  on  modern  and  approved  plans.  -  But  this  is 
generally  difficult  of  accomplishment  for  financial  reasons,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  principal  towns. 

The  new  Academy  in  Guysboro*,  which  has  been  erected  during 
the  year,  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  ideal  school  building.  It 
commands  a  beautiful  position  near  the  site  of  the  old  academy,  and 
has  four  large  and  commodious  departments.  It  is  an  ornament  to 
the  town,  and  a  lasting  testimony  of  the  public  spirit  and  generosity 
of  its  citizens. 

Although  there  are  many  schools  furnished  with  the  necessary 
aids  and  appliances  such  as  books,  maps,  and  other  school  apparatus, 
there  are  still  a  few  in  the  rural  districts  presenting  nothing  more 
attractive  than  the  bare  walls  and  the  old-fashioned  black-board. 
This  neglect  is  frequently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  trustees  and 
teachers — the  latter  generally  blaming  the  former,  and  the  former 
justifying  their  apathy  on  the  ground  of  lack  of  funds.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  note,  however,  that  it  is  only  in  a  comparatively  few  schools 
that  such  an  undesirable  state  of  affairs  exists. 

One  cannot  help  noticing  how  much  the  success  of  our  common 
schools  depends  upon  the  excellence  with  which  our  academies  and 
high  schools,  in  which  our  teachers  are  usually  prepared  for  their 
scholarship  examination,  do  their  work.  Indeed  the  more  the 
academic  standard  of  work  is  raised,  the  more  surely  will  our  teachers 
in  the  lower  schools  and  grades  possess  ability  for  their  work.  And 
this  is  true  not  merel}'  in  the  matter  of  scholarships,  but  with  regard 
to  methods  of  teaching  as  well.  The  teacher  very  naturally  endeavours 
to  make  his  own  the  method  pursued  in  the  schools  that  enabled  him 
to  pass  from  the  position  of  a  pupil  to  that  of  a  teacher.  Of  course, 
if  all  our  teacheishad  the  benefit  of  a  Normal  School  training,  this 
dependence  of  the  common  schools  on  the  high  schools  in  the  matter 
of  professional  skill  would  in  a  large  measure  cease. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  change  from  the  two-term 
year  to  the  one  term  has  diminished  the  evil  of  frequent  changes  of 
teachers,  I  am  convinced  that  our  schools  still  suffer  too  much 
injury.  A  teacher  has  no  sooner  become  acquainted  with  the  powers, 
dispositions,  habits,  and  attainments  of  his  pupils  than  his  term  closes ; 
and  the  trustees  often,  on  the  plea  of  saving  money  to  the  section, 
employ  another  who  must  gain  the  knowledge  of  the  school  which  his 
predecessor  acquired  before  he  can  effectually  do  his  work.  The  time 
consumed  in  this  continued  routine  of  repetition,  which  should  add 
vastly  to  the  power  and  acquirements  of  the  youth  under  instruction, 
is  too  precious  to  be  passed  without  notice.         * 

It  too  often  happens  that  parents  and  trustees  expect  results  of  a 
striking  character  at  the  public  examination  of  the  school,  and  that 
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the  absence  of  such  results  is  regarded  by  them  as  a  proof  of  ineffi- 
ciency on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  when  conclusions  quite  different 
would  be  formed  by  people  understanding  correctly  the  true  test  of 
the  teacher's  work.  They  forget  that  true  education  only  aids  the 
healthy  growth  of  the  mind  which  is  slow,  and  not  of  a  nature  to  be 
exhibited  in  a  startling  fashion.  The  full  value  of  the  incorporation 
into  the  mind  of  principles,  and  the  formation  of  tastes  and  habits^ 
will  only  appear  after  the  mature  years  shall  have  developed  their 
tendencies.  Indeed,  the  highest  and  best  parts  of  education  are 
incapable  of  exhibition.  The  show  made  in  examination  days,  which 
often  proves  so  interesting  to  the  children  and  visitors,  is  frequently 
but  the  frost-work  of  education,  which  vanishes  with  the  occasion. 
The  inferences  drawn  by  parents  from  these  occasions  encourage,  or 
perhaps  create  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  many  teachers,  to  give  undue 
prominence  and  too  much  time  to  mere  mechanical  drill  and  memoriter 
work. 

In  a  few  schools  I  have  found  too  much  time  giv«n  to  one  or  two, 
or  three  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  who  were  preparing  for  the 
teachers'  examination.  Individual  teaching  is  very  good  in  its  place, 
but  it  should  not  be  done  at  the  expense  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
pupils.  Teachers  who  undertake  to  make  their  mark  by  successfully 
preparing  pupils  for  these  examinations,  should  endeavor  to  under- 
stand the  art  of  profitably  employing  and  interesting  the  primary 
grades  in  the  school  while  they  are  engaged  in  high  school  work. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  arithmetic  on  the  whole  is  well 
and  practically  taught ;  but  in  many  schools  the  recitations  in  .some 
of  the  other  subjects  of  the  course,  particularly  in  language  teaching, 
are  poor.  The  text-book  is  still  far  too  dominant ;  and  teachers,  in 
giving  direct  information,  do  not  always  confine  themselves  to  the 
limits  which  should  leave  an  inviting  field  for  the  pupil's  own  investi- 
gations, and  secure  his  personal  interest  in  pushing  inquiry  further. 

On  the  whole,  progress  is  being  made  in  nearly  all  our  schools. 
Our  teachers  in  general  are  devoted  to  their  calling,  and  our  school 
system  is  producing  a  fair  measure  of  success  all  along  the  line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MacISAAC. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT   No.  7.— CAPE    BRETON   AND    RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  B.  a..  Inspector, 
(Report    not    received    in    time    for    publication.) 
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DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

J.  McKiNNON,  Inspector, 
Sir  :— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  on  the  state  of  the 
public  schools  in  Inspectoral  District  No.  8,  comprising  the  counties  of 
Inverness  and  Victoria,  for  the  school  year  ended  July,  1895. 

No  new  sections  were  created  during  the  year.  There  are,  there- 
fore, as  reported  in  1894  by  my  respected  predecessor,  257  sections — 
177  in  Inverness,  and  80  in  Victoria. 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  Inverness  during  the 
year,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  164,  and  in  Victoria  59,  leaving  13  vacant 
sections  in  the  former  and  the  large  number  of  21  in  the  latter  county. 
A  majority  of  these  are  weak  and  more  or  less  disorganized,  and 
unable  or  unwilling  to  hire  teachers. 

The  date  of  my  appointment  (December  1st)  did  not  permit  me  to 
visit  all  the  schools  in  my  district  before  the  close  of  the  school  year, 
and  it  being  my  first  year  of  inspectoral  work,  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  report  accurately  as  to  the  year's  progress,  or  to  make  comparisons 
between  the  present  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  past.  I  shall 
therefore  confine  myself  to  a  few  observations  of  a  general  character, 
founded  upon  what  I  have  noticed  during  my  school  visits. 

The  County  Academic^  at  Port  Hood  and  Baddeck,  the  High 
Schools  at  Port  Hawkesbury  and  Mabou,  each  having  four  depart- 
ments, are  efiiciently  conducted,  and  are  doing  good  and  satisfactory- 
work.  The  graded  schools  at  Port  Hastings,  Whycocomah,  Eastern 
Harbor,  and  Belle  C6te  with  two  departments  each,  are  also  doing 
well. 

The  condition  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  varies  very  greatly. 
A  considerable  number,  in  spite  of  many  drawbacks,  are  giving  satis- 
factory results,  the  teachers  being  well  trained  and  painstaking,  but 
too  many  are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  fault  is  not 
always,  not  even  generally  with  the  teachers.  The  equipment  of  the 
greak  bulk  of  the  smaller  schools  is  very  meagre,  or  is  entirely 
wanting.  The  trustees  in  many  cases  grossly  neglect  their  duties. 
Parents  manifest  no  interest  in  the  school,  hence  the  children  attend 
very  irregnlarly,  and  entirely  neglect  home  preparation  of  lessons. 
All  this  leads  to  the  utter  discouragement  of  the  teacher,  and  disposes 
him,  so  soon  as  his  engagement  expires,  to  seek  another  school,  leaving- 
his  successor  to  travel  the  same  disheartening  round  again. 

The  teachers  as  a  rule  desire  to  do  their  dutv  and  are  anxious  to 
succeed,  but  many  lack  experience  and  skill.  The  salaries  to  be 
obtained  in  the  lower  grades  hardly  compensate  for  the  time  occupied 
and  the  expenses  incurred  in  taking  a  course  at  the  Provincial  Training 
Institution  at  Truro,  and  until  trustees  and  ratepayers  are  willing  to 
pay  higher  salaries  for  the  education  of  their  children  than  they  do  at 
present,  they  cannot  expect  efficient  and  well-trained  teachers  to  offer 
their  services. 
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At  present  too  many  teachers,  in  the  lower  grades  especially,  are 
mere  hearers  of  lessons  learned  by  rote  from  text  books,  and  they 
quite  miscvpprehend  the  proper  function  of  the  teacher.  There  are 
others,  however,  I  am  glad  to  say,  who  without  any  special  aid  or 
training,  have  developed  into  teachers  of  a  high  order,  showing  what 
original  capacity  developed  by  experience  can  attain  to. 

A  very  considerable  number  of  sections  are  too  weak  financially, 
and  too  small,  to  maintain  an  efficient  school,  hence  in  a  great  degree 
the  large  number  of  sections  vacant  during  the  year  now  expired. 

The  smallness  of  so  many  sections  is  an  evil  for  which  some 
remedy  should  be  provided,  and  as  a  step  in  that  direction  I  think 
that  discretionary  power  should  be  vested  in  the  school  commissioners 
to  unite  two  weak  sections  when,  in  their  opinion,  the  educational 
interests  of  the  locality  manifestly  required  it. 

A  serious  drawback  to  the  interests  of  schools  in  this  district  is 
the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  From  60  to  70  per  cent,  change 
their  situations  every  year.  This  unfortunate  practice  is  not  so  much 
the  fault  of  the  teacher  as  that  of  the  ratepayers  and  trustees.  Given 
a  comfortable  school  house  and  fair  salary  and  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  retaining  the  services  of  a  good  teacher  for  years. 

The  School  Returns  nearly  all  came  to  hand  within  the  time 
allotted.  A  large  number  were  correctly  made  up,  but  a  considerable 
minority  showed  haste  and  culpable  carelessness,  being  wanting  in 
neatness  and  accuracy.  * 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  sections  without  schools  the  attend- 
ance for  the  past  year  shewed  no  appreciable  increase.  The  follow- 
ing being  the  figures  : — 


1S95. 

1S94. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

GirU. 

Inverness 

3285 
1165 

2801 
1034 

3292 
1171 

2803 

Victoria 

1052 

The  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Education  Act  have  been  adopted  in 
a  considerable  number  of  sections.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  the  power 
thus  acquired  will  be  exercised  to  any  material  extent  in  the  meantime. 
A  more  coercive  enactment  is  needed  to  accomplish  the  desired  reform. 

The  schools  in  the  three  commissioners*  districts  in  this  inspectorate 
may  be  reported  as  follows  : 


No   Schools. 


North  Inverness . . . . 
South  Inverness.... 
Victoria    


No.  Teachers. 


65 
85 
59 


71 
96 
63 


No.  Pupils. 


2731 
3355 
2199 


Days* 
Attendance. 


207,953 
304,147 
201,808 
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Teachers. 


Inverness 
Victoria  . 


Total 


A. 

2 
1 

8 

B. 

16 
4 

20 

C. 

21 
72 

D. 

98 
37 

135 

Male. 

Female. 

97 
23 

70 
40 

120 

110 

Total. 


167 

63 


230 


The  salaries,  I  regret  to  say,  do  not  appear  to  be  increasing  in 
amount.  According  to  the  returns  they  average  as  follows,  including 
government  grants : 

Males. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Inverness  . 

8750  00 
750  00 

$233  77 
267  77 

$187  57 
234  57 

$124  38 

Victoria      

154  38 

Females. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Inverness , 

$220  77 
237  77 

$175  57 
210  57 

$116  38 

Victoria 

137  38 

The  extremely  low  salaries  offered  by  many  sections  lead  to  a 
scarcity  of  teachers  both  in  Inverness  and  Victoria,  and  no  alternative 
presents  itself  except  to  leave  the  schools  closed  or  issue  permits  to  a 
number  of  persons  indifferently  qualified  for  the  teaching  profession. 
No  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs  can  be  suggested  until  parents  and 
trustees  are  willing  to  tax  themselves  a  little  heavier  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children  than  they  do  at  present,  unless,  indeed,  the 
legislature  step  in  and  substantially  increases  the  amount  at  present 
collected  by  the  county  authorities  for  educational  purposes. 

The  statistical  tables,  already  forwarded  to  your  office,  will  supply 
further  details,  and  make  it  needless  to  extend  this  report  to  a  greater 
length. 

I  have  to  thank  you.  Sir,  for  much  valuable  assistance  and  kindness 
during  this  my  first  year  of  oflSce. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.   McKINNON. 
A.  H.  McKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND   SOUTH   COLCHESTER. 

W.  E.  Maclellan,  LlB.,  Inspector. 
Sir:— 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  Inspectoral 
District  for  the  past  school  year. 

The  number  of  schools  in  operation  has  be^n  unusually  large — the 
largest,  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  the  district.  In  South  Colchester, 
every  school,  with  the  exception  of  Green's  Creek,  was  open  during 
some  portion  of  the  year.  The  section  named  is  a  poor  one,  and  was 
engaged  in  repairing  its  school  house.  In  South  Pictou..  every 
organized  section  had  school.  The  two  disorganized  sections  in  this 
district  are  Eraser  s  Mountain  and  Riverton.  The  former  has  been 
without  school  for  years,  its  few  pupils  finding  accommodation  in  the 
schools  of  neighbouring  sections.  The  latter  was  so  reduced  in 
strength  by  the  formation  of  Eureka  section  that  it  has  not  since 
opened  its  school.  Its  pupils,  however,  are  within  reach  either  of 
Stellarton  or  Eureka. 

North  Pictou  had  two  sections  without  school — Central  Carriboo, 
closed  on  account  of  repairs  to  school  house,  and  College  Grant, 
because  its  trustees  were  unwilling  to  pay  the  sum  necessary  to  secure 
the  services  of  a  teacher.  The  last  named  is  one  of  those  sections 
which  seem  to  consider  themselves  entitled  to  a  school  without  cost  to 
their  ratepayers.  It  receives  special  aid  from  the  county  fund,  and 
has  usually  managed,  I  am  informed,  to  keep  its  expenditures  within 
the  limits  of  its  puplic  grants.  Authorized  by  the  board  of  school 
commissioners,  I  have  notified  the  trustees  that  more  energy  and 
liberality  will  be  required  of  them  hereafter. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  for  the  year  has  been  satisfactory, 
although  there  was  a  falling  off*  in  the  third  quarter  owing  to  storms 
and  bad  roads.  The  one-year  term  has  undoubtedly  improved  the 
attendance.  This  fact  is,  I  think,  generally  recognized.  Nearly  all 
seem  satisfied  with  the  change.  I  seldom  hear  complaints  concerning 
it,  except  from  the  few  teachers  who  have  the  boldness  to  confess 
that  they  would  enjoy  a  change  of  location  every  six  months,  or  from 
trustees  who  are  unwilling  to  abide  by  the  consequences  of  engaging, 
without  enquiry,  the  cheapest  and  frequently  the  most  incompetent 
available  teacher. 

I  have  to  report  continued  and  highly  gratifying  progress  in  the 
matter  of  improving  school  buildings  and  premises.  Shubenacadie 
section,  in  the  district  of  South  Colchester,  has  completed  a  most 
creditable  building — furnace-heated,  well  ventilated,  handsomely  fur- 
nished, altogether  the  best  country  school  house  in  my  district.  Lower 
Stewiacke  Village  has  enlarged  its  building  and  graded  its  school. 
Riverside  has  put  up  a  new  and  comfortable  school  house.  Green's 
Creek  has  renovated  and  refurnished  its  room.  Nuttby  has  made 
substantial  repairs.  A  number  of  sections  have  voted  liberal  sums 
for  improvements  during  the  coming  year. 
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In  the  County  of  Pictou,  Moose  River  section  has  completed  a 
comfortable  new  building  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  last 
winter.  Rossfield  has  a  new  building  ready  for  occupation.  New 
Glasgow  has  occupied  its  new  high  school  building.  The  following 
sections  have  thoroughly  repaired  and  re-furnished  their  school  houses, 
namely,  River  John,  Lyon's  Brook,  Central  Carriboo,  Marshdale,  and 
Roger's  Hill.  Less  extensive  but  important  repairs  and  improve- 
ments have  been  made  by  a  number  of  other  sections,  and  many  have 
been  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  providing  better  out-house  accom- 
modation. The  sums  voted  at  the  last  annual  meetings  give  promise 
of  increased  activity  in  school-house  improvement  for  the  coming 
year. 

I  am  trying  to  interest  pupils  and  teachers,  as  well  as  parents  and 
trustees,  in  the  good  work  of  increasing  the  attractiveness  of  school- 
rooms and  premises.  In  not  a  few  instances  I  have  met  with 
gratifying  success,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  a  movement  has 
begun  which  may  soon  become  general. 

In  the  matter  of  providing  maps,  globes,  and  other  necessary 
apparatus,  I  have  to  report  increasing  willingness  on  the  part  of 
trustees  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  A  large  num- 
ber of  schools  have  had  their  equipment  materially  improved  during 
the  year. 

In  the  district  of  South  Colchester,  two  sections — Kemptown  and 
Springmount — which  had  long  teen  disorganised,  have  again  got  into 
working  order,  and  maintained  school  during  part  of  the  year. 
Cairiboo  Island,  in  the  county  of  Pictou,  is  about  to  reorganize 
and  will  build  a  new  school-house. 

With  four  exceptions — Pictou  Island,  Merigomish  Island,  Kemp- 
town  and  Brookland,  I  visited  once  all  the  schools  in  my  district 
open  at  the  time  of  my  rounds ;  many  of  them  I  visited  twice ; 
some,  three  or  four  times.  Pictou  Island  was  omitted  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  reaching  it  at  times  when  1  could  leave  my  other  work. 
My  last  visit  to  this  section  cost  me  a  whole  week.  Merisjomish 
Island  was  left  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Merigomish  on  account  of 
bad  weather.  I  intended  to  revisit  Merigomish  at  a  better  season 
and  to  inspect  the  island  school  then,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  I 
missed  Kemptown  and  Brookland  schools  by  reason  of  an  accident 
to  my  horse  when  on  the  way  to  them. 

The  supply  of  teachers  in  my  district  has  been  sufficient  and  on 
permissive  licences  have  been  granted,  although  a  number  of  appli- 
cations for  them  were  made  by  trustees  who  were  unwilling  ^<\  take 
the  trouble  or  reluctant  to  pay  the  salary  necessary  to  secure  regu- 
larly licensed  teachers. 

Of  the  work  done  in  and  by  the  schools  I  need  say  little.  In  its 
high-school  departments  it  was  tested  by  the  Provincial  examinations, 
the  results  of  which  you  know.  Change  in  the  character  of  the 
common  school  work  is  so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible  from 
one  year  to  another.     I  trust,  however,  that  it  is  in  the  direction  of 


86 


PICTOU    AND    SOUTH    COLCHESTER. 


nation  of  learning  among  all  classes  makes  an  incompetent  teacher 
no  longer  tolerable.  About  the  only  criticisms  upon  the  system  of 
yearly  engagements  come  from  those  who  are  the  victims  of  a  bad 
bargain. 

Service. 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  1893-94  continued  in  the 
service*  of  .the  same  section  in  1894-95.  Changes  take  place  most 
frequently  among  the  poorer  schools  and  often  to  their  disadvantage. 

In  the  graded  schools  seventy-five  per  cent,  re-engaged  in  the 
same  sections. 

Forty-three  inexperienced  teachers  were  engaged  this  year  There 
are  only  twenty -four  who  have  been  in  the  service  over  ten  years  and 
but  five  veterans,  namely,  those  who  have  taught  more  than  twenty. 

Salaries. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Grades 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Cumberland 

Colchester 

$865  20 

$465  77 
512  43 

$26«S  87 '$264  13 
320  67j  200  38 

$310  77 

$300  43 

280  77 

$231  88 
224  72 

$167  70 
150  98 

But  little  change  is  noticeable  in  this  direction.  Whatever  little 
advance  there  is  it  is  chiefiy  due  to  the  increase  in  the  Government 
allowance,  which  was  the  largest  amount  ever  given  to  individual 
teachers  in  the  history  of  •our  free  schools.  This  reversion  to  the 
former  grant  was  a  comely  act  on  Ihe  part  of  the  Government,  and 
was  much  appreciated  by  the  teachers. 

It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  a  regulation  governing  in  some 
way  the  amount  each  section  having  property  to  the  value  of  $20,000 
or  more,  should  contribute  to  teachers'  salaries.  In  sections  able  to 
pay  liberal  salaries,  the  lowest  grades  and  the  most  incompetent 
teachers  are  frequently  employed.  The  fallacious  argument  is  some- 
times used  that  the  class  of  children  attending  school  is  young  and  does 
not  need  scholarship  or  skill. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  teachers  this  year,  especially  in  the  third 
class.  There  are  enough  teachers  resident  in  the  two  counties  forming 
this  district  to  fill  all  positions,  but  they  will  not  engage  for  amounts 
insufficient  for  a  living. 

School  Buildings. 

There  was  not  so  much  activity  in  building  as  last  year. 

Stake  Road  has  erected  a  new  house  and  equipped  it  with  modern 
furniture. 

Shinimicas  has  enlarged  the  school  room  and  provided  better 
entrances. 
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Wallace  is  maintaining  rooms  in  a  more  efficient  state,  and  has 
refurnished  one  department. 

Lower  Gulf  Shore  has  refurnished  school  room  and  improved 
appearance  of  school  grounds. 

At  Shinimicas  Bridge,  school  room  was  enlarged  to  accommodate 
increased  attendance. 

Southampton  section  has  completely  remodelled  and  refurnished 
its  house. 

River  Philip  (S2)  having  lost  its  house  by  fire,  has  built  one  of  the 
best  school  rooms  in  the  county  and  upon  a  better  site. 

Having  liquidated  the  debt  upon  the  new  building  at  North 
Wallace  Bav*,  the  section  has  refurnished  it. 

Port  Greville  has  a  school  of  two  departments.  These  have  been 
so  remodelled  as  to  better  accommodate  the  primary  department. 

Black  Rock  section,  on  West  Bay,  has  built  a  neat  house  at  a 
great  sacrifice. 

At  Fox  River  a  modern  house  of  two  departments  has  been  built. 

The  school  room  in  Halfway  River  had  some  repairs  made  upon 
it.  This  school  is  attended  by  a  number  of  Indian  children  from  the 
neighboring  Reserve.  They  have  made  considerable  progress  in 
reading,  writing,  and  numbers.  The  district  commissioners,  through 
the  Indian  agent  at  Parrsboro*,  hove  solicited  the  co-operation  of  the 
Indian  Department  in  the  mainterfance  of  the  house.  The  section  is 
poor,  and  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  a  school  can  be  supported 
the  year  round.  There  are  16  Indian  children  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15  living  in  the  section. 

In  Yarmouth  section  (30)  the  last  log  school  house  in  the  district 
has  been  displaced  by  a  framed  structure. 

Lower  Economy  has  opened  a  branch  school  in  Gerrish  Valley. 
The  people  in  this  remote  part  of  the  section  have  not  been  able  to 
enjoy  school  privileges  until  their  children  were  past  the  school-going 
age.  With  laudable  generosity  the  ratepayers  have  accorded  this 
part  of  the  section  a  school  part  of  the  year. 

Under  the  efficient  management  of  Principal  Harlow,  Great  Village 
school  presents  a  new  appearance.  The  high  vschool  department  has 
been  equipped  with  considerable  apparatus.  This  is  also  one  of  the 
few  schools  in  the  district  which  had  any  marked  success  at  the 
recent  examinations. 

The  school  room  at  Eastville  has  been  completely  repaired  and 
very  comfortably  furnished. 

In  Mill  Brook  section  the  school  house  has  undergone  substantial 
repairs,  and  has  been  refurnished. 

At  Oliver's  Bridge  repairs  were  made  upon  the  school  buildings, 
but  not  of  so  thorough  a  nature  as  in  the  last  named. 

The  long  standing  feud  which  deprived  Truro  Road  section  of  a 
school  for  two  years,  and  led  to  the  burning  of  the  school  house,  has 
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been  settled.     A  new  house  here  is  in  course  of  construction,  and 
will  be  occupied  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Buildings  Condemned. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  the  school 
houses  in  Upper  Linden  (32),  and  Minudie  1^50),  in  the  district  of 
Cumberland,  and  Point  Brule,  in  the  district  of  Stirling,  were 
condemned.  v 

On  January  10th,  the  new  nigh  school  in  Parrsboro*  was  dedicated 
by  interesting  and  appropriate  exercises.  Some  of  those  who  took 
part  were  Dr.  MacKay,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  Chairman 
Nicholls  of  the  Boaid  of  School  Commissioners,  Principal  Mackay, 
and  the  local  clergy.  This  beautiful  building  is  now  without  a 
superior  among  the  high  schools  of  the  province  in  furnishings  and 
suitable  surroundings. 

Westchester  Station  and  DeBert  River's  large  miscellaneous 
schools  should  be  graded.  In  the  former  there  were  65  pupils  regis- 
tered with  a  grand  total  of  7313  days'  attendance,  and  in  the  latter 
81  with  11,100  days.  In  neither  section  have  the  ratepayers  made 
any  provision  for  another  department,  although  it  has  been  pressed 
upon  their  attention  by  the  commissioners.  Both  schools  have  ten 
grades.  Westchester  sent  five  "  C  "  high  school  pupils  for  examina- 
tion, and  passed  four  for  the  grade  applied  for,  and  one  for  "  D." 
Yet  after  this  excellent  record  the  ratepayers  choose  rather  to  reduce 
the  efficiency  of  their  school  than  make  the  suggested  changes. 

Registration. 

There  were  11,530  pupils  registered  during  the  year — 5926  boys 
and  5604  girls  ;  cost  to  the  province  per  pupil  is  $1.72  ;  to  the  sec- 
tions, $3.39r  Total  attendance  for  the  year  is  1,179,775  days,  and 
40,279  more  than  last  year. 

In  Cumberland  County  12.6  per  cent,  of  the  population  was  in 
school  the  entire  year,  and  25.4  per  cent,  some  time  during  the  year. 

Time  Table. 

In  the  school  week  of  27^  hours,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  is 
spent  as  follows : 

Reading,  etc 6  hours. 

Arithmetic 5  u 

Spelling,  etc 3  m 

English  Language,  etc 2  n 

Geography 2  n 

Writing Ifj  n 

History    1^  n 

Drawing 1  n 

Temperance,  etc }  n 

Music f  •! 

Calisthenics    ^  ft 

Book-keeping i  .. 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties \  n 
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The  average  amount  of  time  spent  upon  these  subjects  varies  but 
little  in  the  two  counties  of  this  district;  the  uniformity  is  even 
remarkable. 

Returns  show  much  more  care  in  their  compilation.  A  few 
•exaggerations  appear  in  them.  Occasionally  some  young  grade  D 
teacher  endeavours  to  make  me  believe  that  she  has  taught  all  the 
sciences  and  classics  in  the  course  of  study.  Happily  these  instances 
are  rare.  There  is  but  on^  subject  in  the  course  of  study  which  I 
wish  to  refer  to  briefly,  that  is  Agriculture,  which  is  first  mentioned 
in  the  8th  grade.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  its  place  in  all  the  grades. 
The  Nature  work  may  be  so  adapted  that  its  trend  may  be  in  this 
direction.  Let  the  lessons  in  botany,  ornithology,  entomology, 
-chemistry,  have  a  bearing  on  the  agricultural  life  of  the  section. 
There  is  no  factor  so  potent  to  popularize  that  calling,  from  which  we 
have  been  drifting  away  so  long,  as  the  profession  of  teaching. 

The  very  nature  of  an  inspector's  duties  gives  him  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  know  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  rural  life.  Asso- 
t:iated  a  greater  portion  of  the  year  with  the  farming  class,  he 
hears  their  grievances  and  discovers  their  wants.  It  is  strikingly 
noticeable  the  improvidence  displayed  in  the  homes  and  upon  the 
farms  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  people.  This  aripes  mainly  from  an 
Ignorance  of  the  first  principles  taught  in  the  elementary  sciences. 

Ninety  percent,  of  the  farmers  do  not  now  enjoy  the  luxuries  which 
Providence  has  placed  within  reach  of  their  hands  were  they  taught  how 
to  extend  them.  The  delicacies  of  a  good  garden  are  almost  unknown. 
The  continual  and  injudicious  cropping  of  farms  in  the  first  settled 
portions  of  the  county,  have  forced  hundreds  to  leave  them  for  the 
precarious  living  of  city  or  town.  But  our  teachers  need  first  to  be 
taught.  Few,  though  coming  from  country  homes,  have  a  practical, 
much  less  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  farming.  The  excellent  insti- 
tution at  Truro  affiliated  with  the  Normal  School,  has  been  munifi- 
cently equipped  for  an  agricultural  education,  and  the  fullest 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  it.  No  teacher  should  leave  the  train- 
ing school  until  he  or  she  has  completed  a  course  in  some  branch  of 
agriculture. 

The  action  of  a  number  of  teachers  in  voluntarily  taking  a  course 
during  the  summer  holidays,  suggests  an  extension  of  the  Normal 
School  term  in  this  department  through  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  when  there  is  much  to  be  seen  and  learned. 

High  Schools. 

There  were  429  pupils  in  this  district  doing  high  school  work. 
20  pupils,  residents  of  the  district,  were  either  in  Pictou  or  Truro 
Academies ;  12G  were  taking  a  partial  course,  and  64  held  provincial 
certificates. 

Applicants  for  high  school  examination  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows : — Amheist  Station,  81  ;  Tatamagouche,  58 ;  Parrsboro,  37  ; 
Springhill,  36;  and  Truro,  31.  A  few  of  these  failed  to  present 
themselves. 
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While  no  official  information  touching  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tion has  been  received,  I  have  been  able  to  learn  that,  generally,  they 
were  disappointing.  This  I  anticipated  in  my  last  report  when 
alluding  to  indifferent  promotions  on  the  course  of  study. 

Children  get  the  impression  that  they  are  going  to  be  advanced 
after  spending  a  year  in  a  certain  grade,  and,  whether  meriting  or 
not,  they  are  hurried  on  to  the  high  school  course  at  such  a  pace  that 
they  are  to  be  found  there  at  the  tender  age  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years 
trying  to  do  the  work  which  requires  maturer  minds  to  grasp.  A  boy 
of  average  ability,  with  special  training,  may  pass  the  9th  grade,  but 
the  step  is  a  long  one  for  ihe  same  pupil  to  the  10th  in  another  year. 
I  do  not  argue  that  the  standard  is  too  high,  but  I  require  more 
thorough  work  in  the  common  school  grades  and  more  discrimination 
among  teachers  in  making  promotions. 

District  Institute. 

On  November  7th,  8th,  and  9th,  the  Teachers'  Institute  met  in  the 
commodious  rooms  of  the  Amherst  Academy.  Notwithstanding  the 
season  on  which  it  fell  being  one  of  the  most  unpleasant  of  the  year, 
128  teachers  registered.  The  meeting  was  highly  successful  and 
fraught  with  many  good  influences  to  those  in  attendance.  I  regret 
that  there  are  few  teachers  in  this  district  who  are  willincj  to  teach 
year  after  year  and  not  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege  of  associa- 
tion. At  the  risk  of  being  too  freely  spoken,  I  may  say  that  the  great 
majority  of  failures  are  among  those  who  stay  at  home.  After 
attending  these  institute  meetings  even  the  most  successful  teachers 
sometimes  admit  their  deficiencies,  a  confession  which  implie?  that 
their  professional  horizon  has  been  enlarged. 

"  If  teachers  would  grow  they  must  use  the  means  of  growth. 
They  must  associate  with  their  fellow  teachers  and  discuss  with  them 
the  principles  which  underlie  all  true  teaching  and  all  true  discipline. 
They  must  make  themselves  familiar  with  that  marvel  of  marvels, 
the  human  mind,  and  with  the  laws  which  govern  its  growth." 

"  They  must  make  a  constant  study  of  the  methods  by  which 
instruction  may  be  most  effectively  given  to  a  child." 

Programme. 

November  7th.  For  the  observation  of  methods  employed  by  the 
Amherst  staff,  the  Academy  was  opened  from  2.20  to  4  p.  m.  to 
visiting  teachers. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  prior  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Institute^ 
a  reception  was  given  to  the  teachers  by  the  residents  of  Amherst* 
Mayor  Curry  presided. 

November 8th — Morning Seasiov.  Enrolment  of  Teachers;  Inspector 
Craig's  address;  Patriotism,  Miss  Augusta  Pipes;  Relation  of 
Education  to  Agriculture,  Col.  W.  M  Blair;  The  best  way  to 
Maintain  Discipline,  Miss  Lucretia  Dawson. 
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Afternoon  Session.  The  importance  of  Civics  in  Common  Schools, 
Miss  Margaret  Graham ;  Research  Work,  Prof.  Andrews,  Mt. 
Allison  ;  Advantages  of  Written  Spelling,  Miss  Cassie  McKenzie. 

November  9th — Morning  Session.  Natural  Phenomena,  Principal 
MacKay  ;  Lesson  in  English,  Miss  Julia  Dickson  ;  Primary  Arith- 
metic— a  talk.  Prof.  A.  G.  Macdonald  ;  Teacher's  Influence,  Miss 
Bessie  Douglfiiss. 

Afternoon  Session,  Drawing,  A.  Murray,  B.  A. ;  Business  of  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  Educational  meeting,  presided  over  by  Wra.  Read,  Esq., 
chairman  of  the  local  school  board,  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  held 
in  the  town.  Speakers  of  the  eveningf  were  Dr.  MacKay,  Prof. 
Macdonald,  Hon.  A.  Dickey,  Minister  of  Militia,  T,  R.  Black',  M.  P.  P., 
and  Hon.  H.  Black. 

The  Summer  School  of  Science,  which  met  in  Amherst  this  year, 
was  quite  liberally  patronized  by  the  teachers  of  Cumberland  and 
Colchester.     Over  half  the  attendance  was  from  these  two  counties. 

The  permanent  location  of  the  school  in  Parrsboro'  I  believe  to  be 
in  its  interests.  Geographically  it  is  in  the  centre  of  its  constituency, 
and  can  be  reached  by  rail  and  boat  daily  from  almost  any  point  of 
the  Atlantic  Provinces.  The  surrounding  country  affords  the  very 
best  opportunities  for  study  either  in  geology,  mineralogy,  or  botany. 
To  these  must  be  added  the  attractions  of  a  clean  seaport  town, 
charming  scenery  unsurpassed  by  any  other  parts  of  the  provinces, 
scenes  abounding  in  history  and  Indian  legends,  and  last  but  not 
least,  a  cool,  healthy  atmosphere,  when  inland  towns  are  suffering 
from  summer  heat. 

Negotiations  are  now  pending  for  the  acquirement  of  Fort  House 
Hill  as  a  site  for  the  proposed  building.  This  was  a  military  post 
commanding  the  entrance  to  Minas  Basin  in  the  times  of  the  French 
wars. 

The  services  which  two  teacher?,  the  late  Mr.  John  A.  Purdy  and 
Miss  Bessie  Wilson,  gave  to  the  schools  of  Cumberland,  warrant  a 
mention  in  this  report.  Mr.  Purdy  was  connected  with  the  Springhill 
schools  for  15  years.  Hundreds  who  have  passed  under  his  tutorship 
testify  to  his  goodness  of  heart  and  ability  as  a  teacher.  Miss  Wilson 
had  been  on  the  Amherst  staff  for  several  vears,  when  ill  health 
necessitated  her  resignation.  Her  popularity  as  a  teacher  was  shown 
on  the  day  of  her  burial,  when  many  floral  offerings  were  cast  upon 
her  grave  by  scores  of  little  hands. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  your  kindness  and  courtesy 
in  our  official  relations.  Also,  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  teachers, 
to  whose  fidelity  and  general  efficiency  the  prosperity  of  the  schools 
is  largely  due. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

INGLIS  C.  CRAIG. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Ediication.  ' 


♦ 
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(I.) 

CHAIRMAN'S     REPORT. 

Office  of  School  Commissioners. 

Halifax,  December,  1895, 

A.   H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir:— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  annual  report  of  the  Supervisor  of 
Schools. 

The  members  of  the  Board  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
energy  to  the  ordinary  duties  devolving  upon  them  in  the  past  year, 
and  have  given  prompt  attention  to  all  matters  coming  before  them. 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the  expenditure  within  reason- 
able bounds,  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency  in  the  schools. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  April  30th,  1895,  was 
$98,445.70  ;  the  estimate  was  898,200.00. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  Nov.  1st  was  $101,062.79, 
against  $101,488.16  last  year  ;  a  saving  of  $425.37. 

The  expenditure  for  the  common  schools  was  $91,298.55  ;  the 
attendance,  7,241  ;  giving  an  average  per  pupil  of  $12.60,  or  18  cents 
less  per  pupil  than  last  year. 

The  commissioners  have  given  more  especial  attention  to  examina- 
tions in  the  past  year  than  heretofore,  and  have   been  able  almost 
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uniformly  to  report  very  satisfactory  work.  The  teaching  staff,  as  a 
whole,  consists  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  well  educated  and  most 
devoted  to  their  duties,  a  large  proportion  of  them  holding  first-class 
licenses. 

The  Academy  under  the  new  Principal,  Mr.  Kennedy,  has  lost  none 
of  tne  prestige  it  acquired  under  his  able  predecessors.  As  the  result 
of  the  recent  Provincial  Examination  will  show,  it  has  led  the 
Province  in  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  its  work. 

The  Board  was  called  together  in  the  past  year  on  two  occasions 
to  record  its  regret  at  the  death  of  two  of  its  former  members,  who 
did  eminent  service  to  the  country  as  well  as  to  the  Board.  I  refer 
to  the  late  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  S.  D.  Thompson  and  Hon.  M.  J.  Power. 

An  addition  of  two  rooms,  with  four  cloak  rooms,  to  Bloomfield 
School  has  just  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $3,145.70,  which  includes 
architect  fees,  making  six  rooms  in  this  building,  and  affording 
abundant  accommodation  to  the  pupils  in  this  rapidly  increasing 
district. 

The  large  attendance  pressing  into  Morris  Street  and  LeMarchant 
Street  Schools  will  necessitate  an  addition  to  the  latter  in  the  very 
near  future. 

Arbor  Day. — A  change  in  the  method  of  observing  "  Arbor  Day," 
by  which  each  large  fechool  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  commissioner, 
was  found  to  be  a  considerable  improvement  upon  former  methods. 
In  nearly  all  the  schools  the  teachers  and  pupils  took  great  pains  in 
having  their  rooms  and  play  grounds  properly  decorated  with 
plants,  and  otherwise,  in  which  considerable  taste  was  displayed.  I 
might  suggest  to  my  successors  that  "Arbor  Day"  can  be  utilized, 
even  mora  extensively  than  in  the  past,  in  educating  the  rising 
generation  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  trees  and  plants. 

Calisthenics. — The  *'  Ling"  system  of  Calisthenics  was  introduced 
this  year  into  most  of  the  school  departments  by  Miss  Holmstrom,  who 
evid'jntly  has  a  scientific  and  practical  knowledge  of  her  work.  For  use 
in  schools,  this  system  seems  to  be  better  adapted  than  the  old  one  to 
produce  harmonious  physical  development.  Many  of  the  teachers 
have  taken  it  up  with  great  enthusiasm,  and  the  effect  on  their 
classes  has  been  most  beneficial. 

Truant  Officer. — The  truant  law  has  been  non-effective  for  some 
time  on  account  of  the  Board  not  having  a  regular  truant  officer  of 
its  own.  The  defect  has  now,  however,  been  happily  remedied  by  the 
appointment  of  policeman  Webster,  whose  efficiency  was  abundantly 
demonstrated  in  former  years.  Since  his  appointment,  in  June,  he 
has  taken  the  census  of  all  children  of  legal  school  age  in  the  city. 
These  returns,  having  been  tabulated  and  com|3ared  with  teachers* 
returns,  showed  that  about  five  hundred  children  had  failed  to  make 
the  requisite  number  of  days,  while  many  children  had  never 
attended  any  school.  It  was  the  object  of  the  Executive  who  had  to 
deal  with  this  matter,  to  see  that  the  children  got  the  benefit  of  the 
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expenditure  made  for  their  education.  To  do  this  was  a  matter  of 
very  great  difficulty,  and  required  their  most  careful  consideration  for 
several  successive  meetings.  Elvery  valid  excuse  was  readily  accepted, 
so  that  the  number  of  actual  delinquents  was  reduced  to  about  fifty. 
By  this  means,  and  by  the  careful  daily  vigilance  of  the  truant  officer, 
the  regular  attendance  has  been  greatly  improved. 

Buildings  and  Furniture, — The  special  committee  from  the 
"School  Sites  and  Buildings,"  appointed  to  inspect  school  build- 
ings, furnishings  and  grounds,  devoted  more  than  the  usual  time 
and  attention  to  this  important  work  before  the  closing  of  schools 
for  summer  holidays.  In  addition  to  the  usual  repairs,  which 
about  equalled  that  of  former  years,  the  committee  recommended 
not  only  the  general  tinting  and  painting  of  the  walls  and 
wood  work,  but  also  a  thorough  cleansing  and  renovating  of 
the  furniture,  including  all  school  desks,  which  were  varnished. 
Upon  the  reopening  of  schools,  the  teachers  and  pupils  were 
delighted  to  find  their  respective  departments  cleaner  and  brighter 
than  ever  before,  a  condition  in  which  they  were  admonished  to 
spare  no  pains  in  keeping  them.  Although  the  work  was  so  well 
done,  it  was  found  that  the  committee  had  kept  within  the  limits  of 
their  estimate.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  greatly  improved  sur- 
roundings will  assist  in  developing  the  taste  and  improving  the  morals 
of  the  pupils. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
hearty  assistance  accorded  me  at  all  times  by  the  members  of  the 
Board  in  all  matters  coming  before  us  in  the  past  year,  and  cannot 
close  without  adding  my  testimony  to  that  of  my  predecessors  as  to 
the  high  standing  and  qualifications  of  the  Supervisor,  Mr.  Alex. 
McKay,  and  the  Secretary,  Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson,  both  of  whom  are  hard 
worked  officials,  and  who  fill  their  important  offices  to  the  very  best 
satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM    E.   BREMNER, 

Chairman. 
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(II.) 

SUPERVISOR\S    REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the   Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners for  the  City  of  Halifax : 

Gentlemen  : — 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  public  schools  of 
Halifax.  In  the  statistical  tables  accompanyinor  this  report  you  will 
find,  set  forth  very  fully,  detailed  information  regarding  the  attend- 
ance of  pupils,  their  studies,  and  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  towards 
self-improvement. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  7524,  showing 
an  increase  of  112. 

During  the  first  quarter,  the  daily  average  was  5153;  second 
quarter,  4702  ;  third  quarter,  4594;  and  fourth  or  Spring  quarter,  4983. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  73,  which  was  2  per  cent,  less 
than  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence during  the  last  two  quarters  of  mild  epidemic  diseases,  which, 
though  not  causing  many  de.aths,  yet  interfered  seriously  with  school 
attendance.  Some  of  these  diseases  still  continue,  and,  in  the  form  of 
measles,  are  reducing  the  attendance  in  some  departments  by  30  or 
40  per  cent. 

But  another  cause  was  also  operating.  The  services  of  a  special 
truant  officer  having  been  withdrawn,  the  compulsory  attendance  law 
was  inefficiently  administered,  was  even  held  in  contempt  where  it 
had  previously  a  wholesome  effect.  Truants  and  careless  parents 
began  to  smile  at  threats  which  were  seldom  executed,  and  at  punish- 
ments long  deferred.  The  result  was  as  might  have  been  expected, 
an  increase  of  truancy  and  irregularity  of  attendance. 

Now,  that  a  thoroughly  capable  truant  officer  has  been  appointed 
many  of  these  evils  will  doubtless  disappear. 

But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  even  under  the  present  more  favorable 
circumstances  it  will  be  impossible  to  render  the  compulsory  attend- 
ance act  effective.  Experience  elsewhere  teaches  that  such  laws  lose 
much  of  their  beneficent  effects  when  not  supplemented  by  parental 
schools. 

Even  among  respectable  people  there  are  many  children  whose 
misfortune  it  is  to  have  parents  or  guardians  weak  in  discipline.  But 
among  the  poor,  on  account  of  the  very  unfavorable  circumstances 
that  sometimes  prevail,  such  cases  are  very  common,  especially  in 
towns  and  cities.  Many  of  these  unfortunate  children,  who  might 
otherwise  become  useful  citizens,  go  to  swell  the  criminal  classes.  The 
strict  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  act  would  greatly  lessen  the 
number  of  those  who  would  become  habitual  truants,  and  save  many ; 
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but  they  would  be  saved  partly  at  the  expense  of  those  who  became 
the  victims  of  the  weakness  of  their  parents,  of  their  own  wayward- 
ness, and  of  the  false  economy  of  the  state. 

From  general  apathy,  and  from  fear  of  expense,  these  unfortunate 
children  are  made  to  consort  with  criminals,  and  often  return  to  their 
homes  worse  than  they  left  them. 

But  all  are  not  wholly  apathetic.  The  commissioners  often  have 
to  choose  the  less  of  two  evils,  and  hoping  against  hope,  they  give 
many  a  boy  another  chance  rather  than  send  him  to  the  Industrial 
School  or  the  Reformatory.  And  so  likewise,  it  is  with  painful 
regrets  and  misgivings  that  the  Stipendiary  pronounces  every  sentence. 

The  fact  is  that  this  law,  which  is  very  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  will 
not  be  efficiently  administered,  until  parental  schools  are  established. 

It  is  good  homes,  with  strong  and  kindly  control,  that  we  need  for 
the  boys  ;  not  prisons.     Superintendent  Seaver  says : 

"  Truancy  is  not  in  itself  a  crime  ;  but  it  is  the  dangerous  way  that  leads 
many  a  boy  into  crime.  The  boy  who  has  broken  away  from  the  restraints  of 
home  and  school  is  not  by  that  act  a  criminal ;  though  he.  is  giving  rein  to  ten- 
dencies that  will  soon  make  him  one.  He  is  in  grave  danger,  but  timely  care 
may  save  him.  Now  if  the  truant  is  not  a  criminal  it  is  an  injurious  mistake  to 
treat  him  as  if  he  were  ;  it  is  worse,  it  is  a  crime  against  society.  His  self-respect 
must  be  guarded  and  cherished  as  the  very  germ  of  that  better  life  that  is  to  be 
awakened  and  strengthened  in  him." 

» 

There  are  in  Halifax  many,  perhaps  30,  or  40,  or  50  children,  who 

are  almost  certainly  going  to  become  criminals  if  left  to  themselves,  or 

if  sent  to  some  penal  establishment  to  associate   with  the  hardened 

and  to  lose  caste. 

In  Massachusetts  every  county  but  one  has  a  parental  school. 
Some  other  states  have  them  also.  Toronto  has  a  Tnodel  school  of  that 
kind, — a  school  in  which  the  children  are  brought  up  under  the  most 
elevating  influences. 

In  England  truant  schools  are  kept  entirely  distinct  from  all 
kinds  of  penal  schools,  and  are  managed  by  the  school  boards.  Many 
parents  voluntarily  send  their  children  to  them,  paying  their  expenses  ; 
just  as  some  parents  in  this  city,  having  partially  lost  control  of  their 
boys,  send  them  away  for  a  time  to  some  private  school,  where  by  a 
good  disciplinarian,  they  may  be  educated  into  habits  of  obedience  and 
industry.  It  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  disgrace,  for  they  are  merely 
sending  their  children  to  a  specialist. 

Now  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  this  kind  is  plainly  neces- 
sary for  Halifax  ;  for  if  our  education  is  to  be  universal  it  must  be 
free  and  compulsory.  Other  parts  of  the  province  need  such  a  school 
as  well  as  Halifax.  This  has  become  evident  in  every  town  where  the 
compul^ry  law  has  been  honestly  tried,  as  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth. 

It  would  then  be  economical,  if  at  the  beginning,  a  parental  school 
were  established  for  the  whole  Province  by   the  Council  of  Public 
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Instruction.  Sach  a  school  would,  for  several  years,  develop  by  experi- 
ence the  besc  methods,  and  serve  as  a  model  for  other  similar  schools 
which,  no  doubt,  will  be  established  in  every  county  within  the  next 
twenty  years. 

Now  as  to  the  character  of  the  school  to  be  established.  It  should 
be  in  a  country  district,  and  should  consist  of  one  cottage,  or  more  than 
one,  according  to  requirements,  each  with  a  few  acres  of  land.  Each 
cottage  should  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  about  25  pupils. 
There  should  be  a  neat  schoolroom  having  a  department  for  manual 
training.  There  should  be  a  well  kept  garden,  and  the  whole  estab- 
lishment should  be  entirely  home-like,  with  no  high  fences  or  other 
jail-like  appurtenances.  The  cottage  should  be  in  charge  of  a  male 
teacher,  his  wife,  and  one  male  assistant,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
servants.  And  here  arises  the  chief  difficulty,  that  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  teacher.  He  should  thoroughly  umlerstand  human  nature, 
should  be  apt  to  teach,  should  be  gentle  and  strong,  and  should  be 
familiar  with  many  forms  of  manual  labor,  and  his  wife  should  be 
like-minded.  Such  teachers  can  be  found,  for  we  have  them  in  the 
Halifax  schools. 

In  this  parental  home  the  utmost  regularity  would  prevail,  and 
good  habits  would  soon  be  formed.  So  far  as  the  number  of  pupils 
would  adaiit  of  it,  they  should  be  grouped  in  the  different  cottages 
according  to  age  and  moral  conditions.  All  housework  would  be  done 
by  the  pupils  under  competent  direction.  Three  hours  each  day 
would  be  spent  in  school  instruction.  A  few  hours  each  day  would 
be  devoted  to  manual  training  and  to  gardening,  and  a  few  hours  to 
play. 

The  cost  of  such  an  establishment  would  not  be  great,  and  would 
be  borne  in  part  by  the  parents  according  to  their  ability  to  pay ;  in 
part  by  the  municipality  to  which  the  pupils  belonged  ;  and  in  part 
by  the  Provincial  Government. 

It  may  be  said,  why  not  let  this  work  be  done  by  the  churches  and 
by  charitable  organizations  ?  For  the  very  simple  reason  that  they 
are  unable  to  do  it.  For  centuries  they  grappled  with  the  subject  of 
general  education  and  did  magnificent  work,  yet  half  the  people  were 
illiterate.  The  state,  in  every  civilized  country  had  to  step  in  and 
aid  them.  The  churches  and  various  societies  have  been  doing  a  great 
work  in  Halifax,  and  yet  there  are  dozens  of  vagrants  in  the  streets, 
and  others  not  yet  criminals,  are  being  made  to  associate  with  criminals. 
The  churches  have  neither  the  money  nor  the  legal  status  to  enable 
them  to  cope  full}-  with  this  crying  evil.  Experience  everywhere 
shows  that  the  work  will  not  be  done  unless  the  state  does  it. 

Prevention  is  better  than  cure, — nobler,  and  a  hundred  times  more 
economical.  Let  us  urge  upon  the  government  the  necessity  for  such 
schools  as  I  have  described  above,  and  aid  it  in  their  establishment. 
We  may  pattern  after  many  successful  experiments  in  England,  the 
United  States,  and  our  own  country  ;  and  can  scarcely  make  a  mistake. 

This  subject  was  introduced  to  the  Teachers'  Association,  and 
advocated  in  a  very  able  and  thoughtful  paper    by  Principal    Miller, 
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and  it  was  decided  that  Inspectors  of  Schools  should  be  asked  to  collect 
information  as  a  basis  for  the  consideration  of  the  government. 

As  corroborating  what  has  been  said  above,  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  in  England,  between  1870  and  1893,  juvenile 
crime  has  decreased  nearly  70  per  cent.,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  acts  are  now  classed  as  crimes  that  were  formerly  overlooked.  This 
wonderful  improvement  is  attributed  partly  to  social  conditions,  but 
chiefly  to  the  S.  P.  C.  C,  the  truancy  laws,  and  the  moral  and  religious 
training  in  the  schools.     To  quote  from  the  Independent : 

**  Education  has  had  its  share  in  this  good  work  ;  the  school  laws  punish 
truancy  by  sending  the  offenders  to  truant  schools,  where  the  little  runaways, 
washed  and  clothed,  are  kept  constantly  at  work  witn  a  little  study  and  no  play, 
for  two  months  for  the  first  conviction,  four  for  the  second,  and  six  for  the  third  ; 
about  half  the  truants  are  reformed  during  their  stay  in  these  schools.  Industrial 
schools  care  for  those  who  are  not  brought  into  line  by  the  truant  schools,  and  the 
reform  schools  set  themselves  the  task  of  making  bad  boys  and  girls  good.  That 
they  have  succeeded  so  well  and  turned  the  tide  of  crime  merits  our  hearty 
rejoicing." 

There  is  another  subject  somewhat  related  to  this  to  which  I  must 
refer.  By  the  improvements  in  the  compulsory  act  of  last  winter, 
pupils  have  to  attend  school  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16,  unless 
properly  at  work.  Now  this  change  increases  the  number  of  large 
boys  in  the  primary  classes.  They  dislike  school  because  they  are 
humiliated  by  being  placed  in  competition  with  very  young  pupils 
who  have  outstripped  them  in  learning.  The  two  classes  have  but 
few  sympathies  in  common.  The  same  motives  do  not  appeal  to  them, 
nor  do  the  same  methods  of  teaching.  Even  the  same  subjects  are 
not  the  most  useful  to  them.  The  older  boys  are  an  injury  to  the 
younger,  and  their  management  too  great  a  strain  on  the  teacher,  who 
would  do  excellent  work  with  the  younger  children,  were  the  older 
ones  absent.  I  would  therefore  recommend  the  establishment,  in 
some  central  locality,  of  one  or  two  special  departments  for  older  boys 
who  need  to  get  the  essentials  of  an  education  in  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible. Establish  such  a  department,  place  it  under  a  superior  male 
teacher,  and  you  will  materially  lessen  the  number  of  truants,  while 
at  the  same  time  adding  largely  to  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  many 
other  departments. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  attendance,  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  325  pupils  are  reported  as  attending  20  days  or  less ; 
699  as  attending  between  20  and  50  days  ;  and  891  between  50  and 
100.  Now  as  the  minimum  required  is  120,  there  must  have  been 
considerably  over  2000  who  failed  to  make  th«  attendance  required 
by  law.  While  this  is  a  matter  for  serious  regret,  and  calls  for  some 
active  remedy,  it  also  shows  the  vast  amount  of  work  required  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  its  prudence  in  selecting  only  two  or 
three  per  cent,  of  the  cases  presented,  for  investigation  before  the 
court.     The  public  will  surely  not  accuse  it  of  inconsiderate  harshnes.s. 

In  reporting  the  attendance,  it  is  sometimes  a  difficult  matter  to 
get  at  the  proper  enrolment.  In  such  a  school  as  Alexandra,  for 
instance,  where  the  primary  departments  are  numerous  and  large,  and 
pupils  are  transferred  and  sometimes  re-transferred  during  the  year, 
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inexperienced  teachers  find  it  difficult  to  keep  correct  returns.  The 
mistakes  of  this  kind,  though  serious  in  only  one  instance,  were  more 
numerous  than  usual.  It  will  be  necessary  for  principals  to  be,  more 
careful  hereafter,  even  if  it  shoVild  cause  the  delay  of  a  week  in  sending 
in  the  returns. 

In  this  connection  I  may  remark  that  much  more  care  should  be 
exercised  in  reporting  the  amount  and  value  of  apparatus  in  the 
schoolroon^s.  For  the  present  year  ten  schools  report  libraries  with 
an  aggregate  of  1710  volumes.  Of  these  720  belong  to  the  Academy, 
and  400  to  Summer  St.  school.  That  leaves  8  schools  with  an  average 
of  7o  volumes  each,  and  13  schools  without  any  libraries. 

The  number  of  wall  maps  and  globes  are  reported  as  being  411, 
which  is,  I  believe,  considerably  below  the  correct  number.  All 
books,  maps,  globes,  and  scientific  apparatus  and  collections,  are 
reported  as  being  worth  only  $1673,  whereas  they  are  doubtless  worth 
three  or  four  times  that  amount.  Evidently  the  reports  on  these 
subjects  are  in  many  cases  mere  guesses.  It  is  desirable  that  in  every 
school  there  should  be  an  inventory  of  all  apparatus,  with  its  cost  ; 
80  that  the  reports  from  year  to  year  might  be  more  reliable. 

Table  C.  is  interesting,  as  giving  the  average  number  of  minutes 
devoted  each  week  to  each  subject.  I  find  that  for  the  last  year  more 
time  has  been  given  to  recreative  studies,  and  less  to  temperance, 
patriotism,  and  other  moral  duties.  Spelling  and  reaJing  have  each 
gained  a  little,  but  arithmetic  has  gained  over  an  hour.  In  High 
School  studies,  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and  German  combined,  have 
lost  over  three  and  a  half  hours.  Notwithstanding  the  discontinuance 
of  Grade  A,  the  High  School  students  have  increased  in  number 
by    13. 

THE    ACADEMY. 

Of  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  Academy,  you  can  obtain  a 
very  correct  idea  from  Principal  Kennedy's  report,  which  follows,  and 
from  the  results  of  the  Provincial  examinations  published  elsewhere. 
These  results  show  most  conclusively  that,  taken  as^a  whole,  the 
common  schools  are  doing  most  thorough  work,  such  work  as  they 
never  did  before,  in  all  the  subjects  tested  by  these  examinations. 
Those  in  charge  of  the  Academy  are  unquestionably  superior  teachers, 
but  they  could  not  achieve  such  results  without  good  material,  and 
that  good  material  is  almost  wholly  from  the  public  schools, — about 
85  per  cent,  of  it  from  the  public  schools  of  Halifax, — from  such 
teachers  as  Miss  Creighton,  Mi.ss  Miller,  Miss  Cunningham,  Miss 
McGregor,  Sr.  DeChantal,  Messrs  Creighton,  Marshall,  E.  J.  Ross, 
O'Hearn  and  others. 

But  it  was  more  in  the  way  of  criticism  that  I  intended  to  speak 
of  the  Academy.  In  Classics  the  work  was  not  quite  equal  to  that  of 
former  years.  This  cannot  be  said  to  the  discredit  of  the  teacher,  for 
he  succeeded  two  remarkably  able  teachers,  and  did  the  classical  work 
of  both.      That  his  pupils  should  have  passed  their  examinations. 
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though  with  slightly  lower  marks,  shows  that  you  could  not  have 
made  a  better  appointment  to  that  department.  With  the  help  of 
last  year's  experience  he  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

In  modern  languages,  particularly  French,  the  work  was  unsatis- 
factory. This  was  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  Latin  was  made  to 
displace  French  in  the  first  year's  work.  This  arrangement,  although 
necessary  when  made,  and  though  still  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Academy,  scarcely  gives  French  a  fair  chance.  The  resignation 
of  Von  der  Groeben  was  a  loss  to  the  Academy,  for  he  was  a  faithful, 
honorable  and  industrious  teacher.  However,  with  the  new  text-books 
and  the  new  teachers,  and  new  methods,  aiming  more  directly  for  the 
examinations,  we  may  expect  more  passes. 

Of  Miss  Mackintosh  and  Miss  Peters  £  cannot  speak  too  highly 
The  Board  is  fortunate  in  having  two  teachers  in  their  positions,  who 
can  with  such  perfect  ease  control  so  large  mixed  classes,  and  inspire 
them  all  with  the  highest  enthusiasm  for  study,  with  self-respect,  and 
with  noble  motives. 

It  is  in  the  science  department  that  we  find  the  greatest  defects. 
Mr.  Morton  has  about  120  students,  who  are  expected  to  take  a  course 
in  practical  chemistry.  For  all  of  these  there  are  14  practice  stands, 
of  which  not  one  is  properly  fitted  up.  About  ail  that  can  be  done  in 
the  circumstances  is  to  cram  from  the  text-book,  and  to  have  chemical 
principles  illustrated  by  occasional  experiments  which  can  scarcely  be 
seen  by  those  at  the  further  end  of  the  room.  This  is  little  more 
than  a  pretence  of  science  teaching.  Amherst  Academy,  New  Glasgow 
High  School,  and  other  institutions  have  adequate  and  modern 
appliances  for  real  science  teaching,  where  the  pupil's  powers  of  obser- 
vation and  induction  as  well  as  his  memory  are  cultivated.  Pictou 
Academy  is  devoting  a  special  and  well-equipped  room  to  science  work. 
The  fact  is  that  we  are  behind  other  places  in  this  respect.  Unfor- 
tunately astudent  who  is  well  crammed  in  science  can  pass  nearly  as 
well  as  one  who  is  well  taught ;  but  the  effect  on  the  student  is  most 
injurious. 

As  soon  as  possible,  we  should  have  a  room  in  the  Academy  fitted 
up  as  a  laboratory,  and  thus  give  Mr.  Morton  an  opportunity  to  do 
the  work  properly  for  which  he  is  so  well  qualified. 

In  drawing,  the  work  has  been  very  satisfactory,  considering  the 
large  numbers,  and  the  short  time  given  to  one  teacher. 

As  a  Principal,  in  the  general  management  of  the  Academy,  Mr. 
Kennedy  has  been  most  successful,  and  in  the  ability  to  prepare  his 
pupils  to  pass  with  high  marks,  he  is  perhaps  without  a  rival.  It 
is  difficult  to  be  superior  in  all  things,  but  if,  in  the  Academy,  more 
attention  could  be  given  to  form,  to  physical  culture,  to  music, 
to  voice  culture,  to  practical  science,  and  to  manual  training,  it 
is  probable  that  the  students  would  be  more  successful  in  after 
life,  if  not  in  examinations.  Halifax  is,  notwithstanding,  proud  of 
its  Academy,  and  with  good  reason. 
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Principal  Kennedy  reports  as  follows : — 

A.  McKay,  Esq., 

Supervisor  of  Schools^  Halifax  : 

During  the  past  school  year,  Sept.  1894,  to  July,  1895,  our  Academy  did  quiet, 
steady  and  efficient  work.  The  conduct  of  the  students  was  invariably  good,  and 
the  very  best  of  feeling  prevailed  both  among  the  students  and  between  students 
and  teachers  The  teachers'  sympathy  and  anxiety  to  aid  were  always  met  by  the 
pupils'  confidence  and  willingness  to  co-operate. 

The  attendance  was  larger  than  in  any  previous  term.  The  number 
registered  was  283,  of  whom  126  were  young  men,  and  157  were  young  women. 

The  number  of  students  from  outside  of  the  city  and  county  was  somewhat 
smaller  than  usual.  For  this  there  are  at  least  two  causes  : —  First,  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  A  class  ;  and,  second,  the  very  marked  improvement  within  the 
last  few  years,  in  the  different  Academies  and  High  Schools  throughout  the 
province.  The  latter,  while  depriving  us  to  some  extent  of  a  very  desirable 
class  of  students,  is  yet  a  cause  of  sincere  gratulation  to  all  who  have  the  right 
kind  of  interest  in  education  and  in  our  common  country.  And  it  is  possible, 
too,  that  the  resolution  of  the  School  Board  disallowing  grade  A  work  in  our 
Academy  may  be  in  agreement  with  the  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number. 

Although  instruction  is  given  in  only  three  grades,  namely,  IX,  X,  and  XI.  of 
the  Academic  Course,  we  have  five  distinct  classes,— two  D  classes,  two  C  classes, 
one  B.  The  two  D  classes  do  exactly  the  same  work,  as  also  the  two  C's  ;  and 
the  existence  of  the  two  classes  doing  collateral  work  is  purely  a  matter  of 
accommodation,  and  is  wholly  due  to  the  number  of  students  in  each  of  those 
grades  being  larger  than  can  be  seated  in  one  class  room. 

The  grading  of  the  Academy  is  done  entirely  by  the  annual  Government 
examinations,  a  circumstance  for  which  teachers,  who  might  otherwise  run  the 
risk  of  being  charged  with  partiality,  are  properly  grateful.  Although  those  who 
make  the  highest  aggregates  in  entering  the  Academy,  or  at  the  said  government 
examination,  are  placed  in  the  D^  or  C^  classes,  it  has  happened,  in  more 
than  one  instance,  that  the  first  prize  was  captured  by  a  student  of  the  D',  or 
C^  classes. 

At  the  government  examinations  in  July,  140  of  our  students  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  certificate  for  which  they  applied,  while  38  others  obtained  a  lower 
grade     The  names  or  aggregates  of  the  B,  or  graduating  class,  are  as  follows  : — 


Jennie  Elizabeth  Williston 858. 

Charles  Fowler  Lindsay 836. 

Alice  May  Gilmore 835. 

James  Carlyle  Fyshe 823. 

George   Herbert  Sedgewick 815. 

Henry  Stewart   Murray 779. 

Samuel  James   Allen 752. 

Janie    McKenzie 656. 

Gertrude  Louise  Lawlor 654. 

Gertrude  Conrod 650. 

Grace  Dean  Burris 604. 

Katie  Wetmore  McKay 601. 

Bertie  Rogers 601. 

Luther  Bums  McKenzie 597. 

Donald   Keith 564. 

James  Barnes 562. 

Annie  Bowden  Rankine 562. 

Ralph  Simpson  Gates 557. 


Alexander  David  Cook 553 

John  Stanley  Burgoyne 546, 

Daniel  John  Nicholson 555 

Estella  Mabel  Burris 543 

John  Charles  Morrison 535 

Alma  Helene  Hobrecker 513 

Georgina  Maude  Moody 503 

Walter  Allan  Black... 500, 

Maggie  Henry 500. 

Florence  Elizabeth  Blackwood 496 

John  Lome  Allan 491 

Albert  Lome  Macdougall 483 

Robert  Louis  Ellis 464 

Amalie  King 422 

Florence  Bentley 418 

Maude  Chisholm 416 

James  O'Brien 405, 


Six  others  made  more  than  the  required  aggregate  of  400,  but  failed  on  accoun) 
of  going  below  25  on  one  or  more  subjects. 

Besides  those  whose  aggregates  are  given  above,  50  of  our  students  took  C, 
and  94  took  grade  D  certificates.  Edward  Manning  McLeod  led  in  the  C  class, 
with  an  aggegate  of  732,  and  Thomas  Albert  Wilson  in  the  D  class,  with  an 
aggregate  of  725.  * 


Second  Rank. 

cc 
« 

t( 
it 

Third  Rank. 
t( 

<i 


102  HALIFAX    CITY    SCHOOLS. 


Several  of  our  students  took  the  Minimum  Professional  Qualification  Exami- 
tion,  with  marks  as  follows  : — 

Grace  Dean  Burris 203.     First  Rank. 

Maude  Chisholm 195. 

Georgina  Maude  Moody 195. 

George  Herbert  Sedgwick 190. 

John  George  Hockin 189. 

Jane  Wallace  Mortimer 161. 

Jane  Isabel  Sutherland 1 54. 

Emilie  Fnincis  Alcorn 153. 

Maggie  Henry 145. 

James  Carlyle  Fyshe 136. 

Minnie  Povoas     136. 

In  the  Dalhousie  College  entrance  examinations,  the  first  and  second  places,  of 
those  entering  the  first  year,  were  taken  by  Charles  Lindsay  and  Stewart  Murray, 
Mr.  Lindsay  taking  the  MacKenzie  l^ursary,  worth  $200,  and  Mr.  Murray  the 
Professors'  Scholarship,  entitling  him  to  free  tuition  throughout  his  course. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  T.  Kennedy,  Principal. 

ST.  Patrick's  girls*  school. 

Here  we  have  the  same  grades  of  work  as  in  the  Academy. 
There  are  69  pupils,  taught  by  three  teachers. 

During  the  past  year  much  attention  was  given  to  Chemistry. 
The  most  of  the  practical  work  in  Williams*  Chemistry  was  covered 
very  thoroughly.  In  History,  and  in  English  Literature  also,  superior 
work  was  done. 

These  departments  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  insufficient 
accommodation, — one  of  the  cap-rooms,  25  feefc  by  7,  forming  one  of 
the  class-rooros. 

One  of  the  teachers,  Sister  Evaristus,  obtained  at  the  last  pro- 
vincial examination  a  grade  A,  while  ^another  missed  on  only  two 
subjects. 

Five  students  from  this  school  attended  the  Normal  School  last 
year,  and  all  took  first  rank  diplomas.  The  High  School  graduates 
have  also  supplied  about  a  dozen  teachers  to  the  county  schools  for 
the  current  year. 

Sister  Angela  reports  as  follows : — 

The  High  School  departments  of  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  school  show  a  fair  average 
attendance  for  the  year  ended  July,  1895. 

Three  gold  medals  were  awarded,  as  follows  : — 

1.  For  Deportment,  to  Miss  Maude  Fanning,  from  ex-Commissioner  Craig. 

2.  For  Good  Work,  to  Miss  Jean  Egan,  from  ex-Chairman  Blackadar. 

3.  For  Home  Exercises,  to  Miss  Carrie  Henrion. 

Four  pupils  went  up  for  B  scholarships,  of  whom  two,  one  seventeen  years  of 
age,  the  other  sixteen,  obtained  the  grade  applied  for,  while  the  other  two  received 
C  and  D  respectively. 

The  High  School  departments,  having  no  laboratory,  and  only  two  out  of  the 
three  class-rooms  being  originally  intended  as  such,  the  work  cannot  be  as 
effectively  carried  on  as  it  would  under  improved  conditions.  A  High  School 
building  with  ample  class-room  accommodation,  a  library,  laboratory,  and  proper 
assembly  hall,  would  do  much  towards  increasing  the  ardour  of  the  pupils,  and 
lessening  and  rendering  more  effective  the  labours  of  the  teachers,  and  securing 
better  results'  as  well  as  a  larger  attendance. 
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Entrance  examinations  were  held  during  the  first  week  in  July,  at  which  45 
passed.  The  candidates  were  from  St.  Mary's,  St  Patrick's,  Young  Street,  and 
Dutch  Village  schools. 

The  highest  number  of  girls  enrolled  in  the  grammar  school  departments  was 
524,  giving  an  average  of  58  to  each  permanent  teacher  for  the  year.  A  tempor- 
ary department  was  opened  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  continued  until  the 
summer  holidays. 

The  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  very  encouraging.  The  number 
increased  steadily  from  September  to  December,  decreased  in  January,  when  an 
average  of  about  45  was  reached,  which  continued  until  April,  at  which  time  a 
steady  increase  set  in.  A  large  proportion  of  the  falling  off  in  attendance  was 
due  to  disease  and  stormy  weather. 

Tonic  Sol-fa  received  a  little  extra  attention  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
system  of  vertical  writing,  which  had  been  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
school,  showed  very  satisfactory  results.  In  grade  Vlll.  much  useful  and  interest- 
ing manual  work  was  done,  such  as  modelling  in  clay  and  plaster  of  Paris, 
making  production  maps,  etc. 

The  heating  apparatus  put  in  during  the  summer  vacation  of  1894  proved 
excellently  well  adapted  to  make  the  building  comfortable,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  east  rooms,  where  the  prevailing  north-easterly  winds  of  our  Nova  Scotia 
winter  made  themselves  masters,  and  occasioned  much  discomfort.  Double 
windows  placed  in  those  departments  from  December  to  May  would,  however, 
overcome  the  difficulty,  and  render  that  part  of  the  building  as  warm  as  the  rest. 

The  ventilation  ot  the  school  is  rather  good,  although  it  is  entirely  effected  by 
transoms  and  judiciously  opened  windows  and  doors.  A  distinguished  visitor 
remarked  on  entering  the  building,  that  it  was  the  first  school  he  had  been  in 
where  he  did  not  perceive  the  school  odor. 


>» 


ST.    PATRICK*S    BOYS*    SCHOOL. 


In  St.  Patrick's  Boy.*^'  School,  Principal  O'Hearn  has  had  in  grade 
D,  10  boys  ;  and  in  grade  C,  5.  In  addition  to  this  work,  he  has 
single-handed  to  do  the  work  of  grade  VIII.  and  of  grade  VII. 

It  is  always  found,  however,  that  when  his  boys  grade  into  the 
Academy,  or  go  abroad,  they  are  well  grounded,  and  show  good  mental 
development  and  thorough  training. 

He  reports  as  follows  : — 

"  Although  the  work  during  the  past  year  has  been,  on  the  whole,  better  than  in 
any  preceding  year,  yet  there  is  much  room  for  further  advance.  Where  there  are 
nine  teachers  besides  the  principal,  the  teacher  of  the  second  department  should 
be  doing  grade  Vlll.  work.  If  the  present  teacher  of  that  department  could  have 
graded  into  his  room  only  pupils  who  have  finished  grade  VII.,  I  am  sure  he 
would  do  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade  satisfactorily.  At  present  he  has  a 
voluntary  class,  selected  from  his  own  pupils,  attending  on  Saturday  mornings 
and  doing  part  of  that  work.  * 

After  the  first  of  May  next  there  will  likely  be  enough  pupils  to  warrant  the 
employment  of  another  teacher.  I  would  strongly  urge  that  no  one  be  employed 
unless  furnished  with  the  very  best  recommendations.  Indeed,  I  think  it  would  pay 
the  Board  to  employ  a  first-class  male  teacher.  Such  an  appointment  would 
materially  aid  the  High  School  department,  and  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
those  pupils  who  leave  school  before  getting  into  the  first  department.*' 

CALISTHENICS. 

During  a  part  of  last  year  Miss  Holmstrom  was  employed  by  the 
Board  to  give  a  course  of  lessons  in  Swedish  gymnastics  to  the 
teachers.  For  the  accomplishment  of  the  end  in  view, —  the  harmon- 
ious physical  development  of  pupils  in  the  ordinary  school,  all  who 
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studied  the  exercises  were  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  this  system 
to  any  other  with  which  we  are  familiar.  By  the  infinite  vat  iety  of 
its  exercises,  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  words  of  command,  it  escapes 
the  monotony  of  other  systems,  and  develops  attention  and  good 
order  as  they  cannot  do.  I  felt  that  some  of  the  exercises  were  not 
the  most  graceful  possible,  but  this  feeling  was,  no  doubt,  caused  by 

frejudice  and  want  of  knowledge  on  my  part,  for,  upon  investigation, 
found  that  this  system  was  introduced  into  fastidious  Boston  by 
the  accomplished  and  refined  Mrs.  Hemenway, —  that  a  special  commit- 
tee of  the  Boston  School  Board,  after  visiting  several  cities  and  exam- 
ining other  systems,  gave  the  Swedish  gj'mnastics  their  unqualified 
approval, — that  it  was  adopted  for  Boston,  aristocratic  Brook  line,  and 
all  the  leading  cities  in  the  Eastern  States. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  its  exponents,  **  it  is  a  rational  system, 
for  there  is  a  scientific  reason  for  everything  that  is  adopted  and 
used ;  it  is  practical,  for  it  is  independent  of  apparatus,  and  can  be 
applied  anywhere  and  everywhere." 

It  is  true  that  free  and  unrestrained  play  gives  the  best  physical 
recreation,  if  not  the  best  physical  development.  Popular  games  in 
which  all  the  boys  or  girls  engage  give  the  best  general  results.  But, 
unfortunately,  such  games  are  giving  way  to  games  played  only  by 
experts,  who  injure  themselves  by  too  great  exertion  ;  while  the  great 
majority  are  mere  onlookers,  whose  health  or  morals  are  not  thereby 
improved.  Nor  in  most  schools  do  we  have  playgrounds  suited  for 
out-door  games.  In  this  respect,  such  schools  as  Acadian,  St.  Mary's 
Boys',  St.  Patrick's,  and  others,  are  lamentably  deficient.  In  the 
meantime  the  present  system  of  education,  as  usually  carried  out,  is 
making  enormous  demands  upon  many  constitutions.  The  ambition 
of  teachers,  and  of  parents  as  well,  often  leads  them,  while  pressing 
for  higher  mental  attainments,  to  overlook  the  physical  ruip  that  they 
are  bringing  upon  the  children  committed  to  their  care,  until  it  is  too 
late,  and  body  and  mind  are  both  sacrificed.  Is  it  not,  then,  the  duty 
of  this  Board,  entrusted  by  the  State  with  the  responsible  duty  of 
seeing  that  the  young  are  suitably  prepared  for  all  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship, to  provide  for  physical  as  well  as  for  intellectual  and  moral 
culture.  It  will  not  do  to  leave  this  to  chance.  The  Greeks,  the 
Romans,  the  Germans,  and  the  English,  owe  much  of  their  greatness 
to  the  attention  they  paid  to  physical  culture.  It  does  not  matter 
so  much  what  system  we  adopt,  as  that  we  adopt  some  sy.stem 
that  will  reach  all. 

I  submit  the  following  report  from  the  teacher  of  the  class  of 
last  year : — 

"  The  classes  in  Swedish  gymnastics  for  the  teachers  of  the  Halifax  public 
schools,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  the  School  Board  paid  about  one-third — 
the  teachers  themselves  paying  the  rest,— commenced  Feb.  I2ih,  1895,  ending 
May  30th,  with  an  attendance  of  sixty-six  pupil  teachers. 

The  idea  with  the  classes  being  to  interest  the  teachers  so  as  to  make  them 
competent  in  their  turn  to  instruct  the  school  children,  both  theory  and  practice 
were  taught,— the  former,  in  necessarily  elementary  form  ;  and  the  practical 
gymnastics  were  those  specially  adapted  to  the  schoolroom,  as  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  Boston  and  other  cities.  The  schools,  not  having  had  Swedish 
gymnastics  before,  and  consequently  not  knowing  much  about  the  merits  or  demerits 
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of  the  system,  (although  it  was  known  that  the  exercises  had  after  due  trial  been 
accepted  elsewhere  and  been  eminently  successful),  it  was  understood  that  these 
classes  were  an  experiment,  which,  if  demonstrating  their  utility,  would  of  course 
cease  to  be  an  experiment,  and  become  part  of  the  school  curriculum,  as  long  as  it 
was  known  that  the  need  for  physical  training  among  the  school  children  was 
becoming  more  and  more  apparent. 

The  lessons  were  given  in  the  High  School  twice  a  week,  and  although  this 
was  extra  work  for  the  teachers,  often  involving  long  walks  back  and  forth,  the 
attendance  was  very  regular,  and  among  those  regularly  attending,  a  good  deal  of 
intelligent  interest  was  manifested. 

Indeed  at  the  close  of  the  lessons  when  there  was  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and 
judging,  in  the  children,  of  the  teachers*  understanding  and  application  of  the 
work,  it  was  found  that,  particularly  in  one  school  of  boys,  it  had  already  improved 
the  discipline,  general  carriage  and  bearing,  and  several  of  the  teachers  had 
improved  distinctly  in  health  as  the  result. 

It  was  found  that  the  children  readily  took  to  the  exercises,  and  should  the 
teacher  happen  to  forget  or  otherwise  omit  them,  —  would  clamor  for  their 
gymnastics. 

These  results,  from  only  four  months  instruction,  might  surely  be  called 
encouraging. 

At  the  same  time  there  was  formed  a  girls*  class  of  thirty-six,  under  my  own 
personal  instruction,  who  really  all  showed  decided  improvement  in  health  and 
bearing,  this  being  the  more  noteworthy  as  they  only  had  thirty  lessons.  The 
parents  expressed  their  satisfaction  as  to  the  improvement  of  their  children,  and 
there  was  a  generally  felt  and  uttered  desire  for  the  permanency  of  the  system  in 
the  schools. 

This  term,—  1895- 1896, — ^^^  teachers  wished  to  go  on  with  gymnastics  at  their 
own  expense,  and  there  is  now  in  progress  an  enthusiastic  teachers'  class,  as  well 
as  another  school-girls'  class,  which  also  defrays  its  own  expenses. 

The  School  Board  has,  however,  as  yet  not  taken  any  decided  and  definite 
steps  towards  making  the  Swedish  system  what  it  is  in  so  many  other  cities  besides 
Boston,— an    acknowledged    and    permanent   part    of   the    daily   instruction. 

V.    M.   HOLMSTROM. 
MANUAL    TRAINING. 

Manual  training  as  a  school  subject  is  quietly  winning  its  way 
everywhere.  The  best  educationists  no  longer  speak  of  it  as  a  fad. 
In  many  countries  it  occupies  as  honorable  a  place  on  the  curriculum 
as  spelling,  writing,  or  drawing. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  for  our  teacher  of  this  department 
such  a  man  as  Mr.  Gardner, —  a  man  who  adds  to  his  manual  skill, 
literary  ability  and  scholarship  of  no  mean  order.  What  the  boys 
learn  from  him  in  modesty,  gentlemanly  deportment,  and  industrious 
habits,  is  quite  as  important  as  the  knowledge  they  gain  of  the  use  of 
tools  and  of  working  drawings. 

This  department,  which  was  begun  as  an  experiment,  has  been  so 
far  successful  as  to  justify  its  extension  by  the  addition  of  a  turning- 
lathe.     The  expense  would  be  slight. 

I  would  like  to  see  every  boy  obliged  to  take  this  course,  unless 
excused  for  very  good  reasons. 

The  young  ladies  do  not  need  such  training  to  the  same  extent, 
because  much  of  it  comes  to  them  incidentally  in  their  homes.  ^Instru- 
mental music  is  in  a  slight  degree  a  substitute.  Yet  every  young 
lady  should  be  called  upon  to  give  proof  of  a  certain  proficiency  in 
needle- work,  or  be  required  to  take  sewing  lessons  in  school. 
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Mr.  Gardner  reports  as  follows : 

"  This  school  has  been  under  my  care  for  over  two  years.  I  have  continued  the 
training  on  pretty  much  the  same  lines  as  my  able  predecessor,  Mr.  Lee  Russell, 
The  system  of  training  is  a  modified  Sloyd,  or  rather  a  combination  of  the 
Russian  system  and  Sloyd.  To  explain  : —  At  first  an  exercise  is  given  involving 
some  principle  of  construction,  then  when  the  exercise  is  well  understood  and 
executed,  some  article  of  use  or  ornament,  involving  the  principle  of  instruction 
given  in  the  exercise  is  designed,  and  worked  out  in  wood.  This  system  seems 
the  best  suited  for  the  training  of  our  pupils.  Interest  is  aroused  and  sustained 
by  the  making  of  articles  of  use,  etc.,  while  tools  and  their  uses,  principles  of 
construction,  etc.,  are  introduced  through  the  series  of  exercises. 

That  the  pupils  are  interested  no  one  can  doubt  who  sees  them  hurrying 
here  from  their  schools.  That  the  school  is  becoming  more  popular  is  proved  by 
the  interest  that  parents  are  evincing.  Parents,  who  a  year  ago  would  not  allow 
their  boys  to  attend  the  school,  are  now  quite  anxious  that  they  should  take  the 
training.  While  the  parents  of  several  boys  are  giving  stronger  proof  of  their 
interest  by  giving  their  boys  tools  and  opportunities  for  extending  their  training 
outside  of  school  hours. 

The  attendance  from  the  common  schools  has  increased.  This  is  not  clearly 
shown  in  the  monthly  reports,  but  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  schools  from  which 
I  had  classes  last  year  are  excluded  this  year,  and  yet  the  enrollment  is  nearly  as 
high  as  this  time  last  year,  while  the  attendance  is  better.  The  attendance  from 
the  High  School  has  decreased.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  High 
School  boys  have  had  two  or  more  terms  at  the  manual  training  before  entering 
the  High  School,  and  to  continue  the  training  means  only  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  carpenter's  tools,  and  not  to  get  much  of  "anything  new." 
Until  we  have  added  to  our  apparatus  a  couple  of  turnmg-lathes  and  several 
setts  of  wood-carving  tools,  we  cannot  expect  large  numbers  from  our  High 
School,  nor  the  best  results  from  the  training  given  those  who  do  come  from  there. 
Another  drawback  to  the  training  of  boys  from  that  school  is  the  mixed  nature  of 
the  classes  (/.  r.,  boys  who  had  no  manual  training  with  boys  of  one,  two,  or 
more  terms  of  the  training),  making  class  instruction  impossible  " 

N.  H.  Gardner. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  invited  teachers  to  send 
me  the  text-books,  donated  by  the  pupils  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor.  In  this  way  quite  a  number  of  pupils  were  supplied  with 
books  who  would  not  otherwise  have  had  them.  I  have  been  asked 
to  give  some  information  regarding  free  school  text  books. 

I  find  that  the  system  is  adopted  in  about  200  American  towns, 
and  that  it  is  extending.  It  was  adopted  in  Toronto  upon  a  vote  of 
the  rate-payers,  the  majority  in  its  favor  being  about  4000.  I  have 
not  learned  that  it  has  been  di.scontinued  anywhere. 

The  arguments  used  in  favor  of  the  system  are  numerous  and 
cogent.  It  is  urged  that  the  cost  of  school  books  to  the  town,  as  a 
whole,  is  very  much  reduced,  sometimes  as  much  as  50  percent.; 
that  two  or  three  weeks  are  saved  in  beginning  school  work  ;  that  the 
attendance  is  greatly  improved ;  that  pupils  are  thereby  taught  to 
take  care  of  things  not  their  own  ;  that  the  system  helps  to  do  away 
with  painful  and  humiliating  class  distinctions  ;  that  thus  the  schools 
become  in  reality  what  they  are  in  name, — free  schools. 

Of  course  the  old  arguments,  that  were  of  so  little  avail  against 
free  tuition,  are  used  against  free  text-books  No  one  disputes  the 
right  of  the  state  to  protect  itself  from  the  effects  of  ignorance,  by 
taxing  all,  so  as  to  provide  free  tuition :  nor  can  any  one  logically 
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object  to  a  slight  further  tax  that  tends  to  add,  as  it  is  claimed^ 
25  per  cent,  to  the  efficiency  of  that  tuition.  It  seems  very  absurd  to 
tax  a  roan  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  on  the  plea  that  you  are 
rendering  his  property  more  valuable  by  indirectly  protecting  it  from 
the  evil  effects  of  illiteracy,  and  then  neglect  to  compel  the  attendance 
at  school,  in  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  of  the  very  individuals 
who  are  most  likely  to  endanger  the  security  of  that  property. 

Cost  and  Method  of  operating  the  Free  Text^Book  System, 

In  the  United  States,  where  text-books  are  much  more  expensive 
than  here,  the  cost  varies  from  an  average  per  pupil  of  57  cents  to 
one  dollar  peT  year.  In  Halifax  the  average  cost  would  probably  go 
no  higher  than  60  -cents.     It  might  go  as  low  as  40. 

In  introducing  the  system,  all  pupils  who  prefer  supplying  their 
own  books  are  allowed  to  do  so,  all  other  pupils  are  asked  to  make 
over  to  the  Board  their  present  supply  of  school-books.  These  are 
supplemented  by  the  Board,  as  need  requires. 

The  books  are  given  out  under  some  such  rules  as  the 
following : — 

1.  The  book  must  not  be  marked  with  pencil  or  ink,  or  otherwise 
defaced,  and  it  must  be  kept  clean. 

2.  If  it  be  lost  or  injured,  it  must  be  paid  for  by  the  pupil  to 
whom  it  was  loaned. 

3.  It  must  be  returned  when  called  for  by  the  teacher. 

4.  It  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the  school-room  except  by  permis* 
sion  of  the  teacher,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  lessons  at  home.  . 

From  the  central  store-room  a  supply  is  sent  to  each  principal. 
The  principal  keeps  an  account  against  each  teacher,  who,  in  turn, 
keeps  a  record  with  each  pupil. 

To  sum  up  : — The  introduction  of  the  system  into  Halifax  would 
save  to  the  ratepayers  over  $2000,  and  to  those  who  attend  the  public 
schools  over  $3500  a  year ;  it  would  increase  the  attendance  about 
5  to  10  per  cent.,  and  the  efficiency  10  to  15  per  cent.  On  the  other 
hand  there  would  be  some  disadvantages  which  I  am  unable  properly 
to  estimate. 

PROMOTIONS. 

The  new  system  of  promotions  was  tried  last  year,  and  gave 
general  satisfaction.  Pupils  are  no  longer  promoted  as  the  result  of 
examinations  held  by  the  principal  during  the  last  week  of  the  year. 
Promotions  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the  teacher  of  the  pupil. 
In  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  judgment  she  is  required  to  watch  more 
carefully  the  daily  progress  of  her  pupils,  to  notify  their  parents  each 
month  of  the  cause  of  their  failures,  and  to  hold  several  teaching 
examinations  during  the  year.  Many  serious  evils  arise  when  the 
results  of  a  whole  year's  work  depend  upon  one  examination. 

In  Germany,  where  teaching  is  a  science,  if  it  is  anywhere,  there 
are  no  grading  examinations  in  the  lower  classes.     The  teacher  is 
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looked  upon  as  being  as  much  of  a  specialist  as  a  medical  man ;  and 
his  decision  as  to  the  fitness  of  a  pupil  is  rarely  questioned. 

It  is,  of  course,  desirable  that  the  poorest  pupils  in  every  room 
should,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  be  in  advance  of  the  best  in  the 
next  lowest  room,  but  it  is  a  less  evil  to  have  two  grades  in  one 
department  than  to  make  any  pupil  again  go  over  the  work  that  he 
has  once  done  fairly  well.  He  has  lost  interest,  and  without  interest 
there  is  no  assimilation. 

SUPPLEMENTARY    READING. 

For  the  same  reason  that  twice  over  the  same  grade  is  generally 
an  evil,  twice  over  the  same  book  is,  in  primary  classes,  also  an  evil. 
There  should  be  several  sets  of  interesting  supplementary  readers 
authorized,  so  that  reading  by  rote,  and  dull  monotony,  may  be 
avoided.  An  application  should  go  from  this  Board  to  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  asking  for  this  privilege. 

LIBRARIES. 

More  encouragement  should  be  given  to  teachers  and  pupils  in  the 
formation,  and  regular  and  methodical  use  of  school  libraries,  especially 
in  the  study  of  history,  geography  and  science. 

The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  empowered  to  expend  the  sum 
of  $1600  per  annum  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  school 
libraries, — this  sum  to  be  supplemented  by  an  equal  sum  from  the 
sections. 

If  Halifax  City  received  its  share  of  this  grant,  say  about  $75  each 
year,  our  large  schools  would  very  soon  have  very  serviceable 
libraries.  Already  we  have  two  or  three  fairly  good  libraries. 
Whether  we  can  succeed  in  obtaining  a  Government  grant  or  not, 
I  hope  that  we  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  necessity  of  supplying  our 
school  children  with  an  abundance  of  good  reading  matter. 

Principal  Kennedy  deserves  much  credit  for  his  care  and  system 
in  the  management  of  the  Academy  library,  and  for  the  use  made  of 
it  by  the  pupils. 

Here  let  me  refer  to  the  beginning  of  a  library  at  Dutch  Village 
school.  It  owes  its  inception  to  the  encouragement  and  support  of 
ex-Commissioner  Mitchell.  It  will  be  most  useful  to  the  boys  and 
girls  of  this  suburban  school, — so  remote  from  the  libraries  and  other 
literary  advantages  of  the  city. 

Our  pedagogical  library  has  been  sadly  neglected  for  the  last  few 
years.  If  our  teachers  had  the  use  of  a  proper  reading  room,  where 
they  could  see  the  leading  educational  periodicals,  and  the  best  and 
latest  professional  books,  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  them, 
and  indirectly  to  the  schools.  Such  a  room  would  also  be  valuable 
for  teachers'  meetings.  It  is,  indeed,  a  prime  necessity  ;  for  now  they 
have  no  room  where  they  can  meet,  where  they  can  have  a  library,  or 
where  they  can  consult  with  me,  without  inconveniencing  some 
one  else. 
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SUPERANNUATION. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Educational 
Association  to  formulate  a  scheme  of  superannuation  for  teachers. 
The  subject  was  introduced  by  Principal  O'Hearn.  The  most  valuable 
thoughts  in  the  discus^sion  that  followed  were  contributed  by  Com- 
missioner McKerron. 

If  successful,  the  superannuation  of  teachers  would  benefit  us 
chiefly  hy  raising  the  standard  required  for  their  admission  to  our 
city  schools,  and  by  the  retiring  of  the  inefficient.  I  bespeak  for 
this  committee  the  helpful  co-operation  of  this  Board. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  successful  one 
in  the  history  of  the  Halifax  schools.  The  teachers  have  been 
untiring  and  faithful.  Never  before  have  the  School  Commissioners 
devoted  more  time  or  energy  to  their  duties,  or  shown  a  greater 
interest  in  the  schools. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A,  McKAY,  Supervisor. 

Halifax,  5th  December^  1895. 
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APPENDIX    D. 


SPECIAL   PROVINCIAL   INSTITUTIONS. 


HALIFAX  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  1898. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  seventy-two,  viz. :  forty-one 
boys  and  thirty-one  girls,  of  whom  sixty-three  belong  to  Nova  Scotia 
seven  to  Newfoundland,  one  to  P.  E.  Island,  and  one  to  New  Bruns- 
wick.    The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  whole  attendance : 

Boys. 

Pupils  of  previous  years  still  in  attendance. .   38 

New  pupils  from  January,  1895 2 

Absentees  expected  to  return 1 

41  31  72 

Number  of  pupils  under  15  years  of  age   43 

over         "              "          29 

Average  age  of  pupils 13 

Number  of  pupils  less  than  one  year  at  school 14 

'*       one  year  and  less  than  two  at  school  ......*.  12 

"       two  ypars  and  less  than  three  at  school 9 

three  years  and  less  than  four  at  school 10 


Girls. 

ToUl. 

29 

67 

•    • 

2 

2 

3 

If 


«  Cf 


Health. 

In  spite  of  a  great  deal  of  sickness  of  an  infectious  nature 
throughout  the  city,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
health  of  the  pupils  of  this  Institution  has  remained  good  throughout 
the  year. 

New  Building. 

• 

On  account  of  the  unsuitable  character  of  the  old  building  and 
its  dilapidated  condition,  the  directors  found  that  it  was  necessary  to 
erect  a  new  building  without  delay  if  the  work  was  to  be  carried  on 
successfully.  The  pupils  were,  therefore,  sent  to  their  homes  earlier 
in  the  spring  than  usual,  the  old  structure  removed,  and  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  commenced  on  the  old  site.  The  building,  when 
completed,  will  be  one  of  the  most  suitable  of  its  kind  in  the 
Dominion.  The  length  will  be  200  feet,  and  it  will  afford  accom- 
modation for  150  pupils.  The  play  room^^  sitting  rooms,  and 
dormitories  will  be  large,  airy,  and  well-lighted  apartments ;  the 
plumbing  will  be  of  the  best  description,  and  the  whole  will  be 
arranged  with  a  view  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils. 


SPECIAi:   INSTITUTIONS.  Ill 


The  School-Room. 

The  work  of  the  schoolroom  has  been  going  on  satisfactorily,  and 
encouraging  results  have  been  obtained  both  on  the  oral  and  manual 
systems.  The  unavoidable  interruption  caused  by  the  erection  of  the 
new  building  is  to  be  regretted,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the 
pupils  and  teachers  return  with  renewed  energies  correspondingly 
good  results  will  be  obtained.  A  greater  number  than  heretofore  has 
been  taught  speech  and  lip-reading,  and  with  the  improved  facilities 
the  new  builaing  will  offer,  a  still  larger  number  will  b**  so  taught  in 
the  coming  session.  The  teachers  have  been  painstaking  and  con- 
scientious in  their  work,  and  the  pupils  have  one  and  all  conducted 
themselves  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  directors  and  staff. 

J.  FEARON. 

Principal, 


HALIFAX  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND,  1895. 

TWENTYFIFTH   ANNUAL  KKPORT  OF  THE   BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 

The  Board  of  Managers  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  to  the  Governments  and  Legislatures 
interested,  and  to  the  friends  of  the  blind,  the  twenty-fifth  annual 
report  of  the  school,  and  in  doing  so  they  desire  to  express  their  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  manifold  blessings  of  the 
past  year,  and  for  the  success  which  has  continually  marked  the  work 
of  this  Institution. 

The  Superintendent's  report  deals  at  length  with  the  several 
departments  of  the  school,  all  of  which  are  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 
The  thorough  character  of  the  training  which  wo  are  now  able  to 
give  to  the  blind  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Newfoundland  is  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  your  Board,  and  while  we  recognize  our 
ever-increasing  responsibilities,  we  feel  that  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  graduates  of  the  school  is  a  guarantee  that  with  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  its  friends  the  Institution  will  be  kept  fully 
abreast  of  the  times,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  very  many  young  blind 
persons,  and  will  be  a  credit  to  the  Governments,  Legislatures,  and 
benefactors,  by  whom  it  is  supported. 

Your  Board  desires  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  excellent 
work  performed  by  the  members  of  the  teaching  staff,  each  of  whom 
in  his  or  her  special  way  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
successful  work  carried  on  during  the  past  year. 

Every  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
school  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  the  physical  welfare  of  the  pupils 
has  received  constant  attention.  The  food  supplied,  while  plain,  is  of 
excellent  quality,  the  dormitories  are  large  and  airy,  and  the  bathing 
facilities  are  all   that  can   be   desired.     The  general  health   of   the 
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pupils  is  good,  and  physically  speaking,  their  status  is  far  above  that 
of  the  average  of  the  blind.  Wholesome  diet,  regular  hours,  and 
physical  training  are  more  important  to  those  deprived  of  sight  than 
to  those  who  can  so  easily  combine  exercise  with  pleasurable  pastimes. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  last  report  Miss  Bowman,  the  matron 
of  the  school,  has,  owing  to  ill  health,  felt  obliged  to  resign  her  posi- 
tion, much  to  the  regret  of  all  within  the  establishment.  Your  Board 
desires  to  express  its  appreciation  of  Miss  Bowman's  long  and  faithful 
services  both  as  teacher  and  matron,  and  to  hope  that  she  may  speedily 
be  restored  to  health. 

Owing  to  the  growth  of  the  school  and  the  increased  domestic 
duties,  a  sub-division  of  the  work  has  been  arranged ;  Mrs.  Dudley, 
the  acting  matron,  having  charge  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  Institution 
and  the  clothing  of  the  pupils,  while  Mr.  G.  N.  Towell,  as  acting 
steward,  has  assumed  the  entire  management  of  the  culinary,  dining 
room,  and  laundry  departments.  The  new  arrangement  has  so  far 
worked  admirably,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  do  so. 

The  thanks  of  the  friends  of  the  blind  are  due  to  the  Government 
and  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  for  amending  the  Act  respecting  tho 
Education  of  the  Blind,  so  as  to  admit  into  the  school  children 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten  years.  The  parents  of  nine  little 
bo}s  and  girls  have  availed  themselves  of  the  privileges  secured 
under  this  amended  Act,  and  the  education  of  the  children  has  com- 
menced at  an  age  when  they  are  best  fitted  to  receive  instruction,  as 
a  visit  to  our  Kindergarten  will  unquestionably  prove. 

The  Government  and  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  have  ever 
been  mindful  of  the  needs  of  the  blind  of  that  Province,  and  have 
made  statutory  provision  for  the  education  of  their  blind  youth  in 
this  Institution.  The  present  New  Brunswick  Act  makes  provision 
for  the  admission  of  children  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty- 
one  years,  but  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  during  the  coming 
session  of  the  N.  B.  Legislature  the  Act  will  be  amended  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  admission  of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
ten  years. 

During  the  past  year  a  deputation  consisting  of  the  clergymen  of 
all  denominations  in  Charlottetowii,  His  Lordship  Bishop  Macdonald, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  this  school,  waited  upon  the  Government 
of  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  strongly  urged  the  claims  of  the  blind 
to  a  free  education.  •  This  deputation  was  cordially  received  by 
Premier  Peters  and  his  colleagues,  and  while  no  definite  promises 
were  made,  the  deputation  retired  with  the  assurance  that  the  matter 
would  receive  full  and  earnest  consideration.  As  a  result  of  this 
interview  the  Legislative  appropriation  of  P.  E.  Island  to  the  school  was 
doubled.  While  this  increase  in  the  grant  gives  a  measure  of  satis- 
faction to  your  Board,  it  does  not  meet  the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  the 
blind  of  P.  E.  Island  ;  it  makes  no  statutory  provision  for  the  education 
of  those  deprived  of  sight,  and  recognizes  no  claims  of  those  who  are 
blind  to  be  educated  like  other  children  at  the  public  expense. 
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The  Government,  Legislature  and  people  of  Prince  Edward  Island 
should  see  to  it  that  the  blind,  who  are  already  handicapped  in  the 
race  of  life,  should  have  at  least  equal  opportunities  with  those  who 
are  fully  equipped  for  the  struggle  for  self-maintenance. 

The  Government  and  Legislature  of  Newfoundland  have,  notwith- 
standing the  crisis  through  which  that  colony  has  passed,  fully  met 
their  obligations  with  respect  to  the  Newfoundland  pupils  in  this 
Institution  ;  and  while  it  has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  at  present 
increase  the  number  of  pupils  from  Newfoundland,  we  believe  that 
the  Government  and  Legislature  will,  at  the  earliest  possible  date 
extend  the  blessino^s  of  the  school  to  an  increased  number  of  the  blind 
youth  of  the  Island  colony. 


As  foreshadowed  in  our  last  report,  the  need  for  increased  accom- 
modation in  the  school  has  been  more  and  more  felt,  and  your  Board 
has  found  it  a  most  difficult  matter  to  provide  accommodation  for  all 
the  young  blind  persons  seeking  admission  to  the  school.  The 
following  table  will  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  growth  of  the  school 
during  the  past  five  years : 

Pupils  registered  Dec.  1st,  1890 31 

1891 39 

1892 46 

1893 47 

"       1894 52 

1895 70 

Our  present  buildings  were  planned  for  the  accommodation  of 
sixty  pupils,  but  by  utilizing  our  music  rooms  for  bedroom.%  and 
making  other  changes,  we  have  been  able  to  provide  accommodation 
for  all  the  pupils  that  have  so  far  been  received.  Several  other 
applications  have  been  accepted,  and  with  the  information  in  our 
possession  we  believe  that  the  minimum  number  of  the  school  will  in 
the  near  future  reach  one  hundred.  Under  these  circumstances  an 
extension  of  our  present  school  building  has  become  an  urgent 
necessity,  and  during  the  coming  year  we  purpose  presenting  the 
matter  fully  to  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
to  our  friends  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  The  deep  interest  that  has 
ever  been  evinced  in  the  education  of  the  blind  in  these  Provinces 
makes  us  confident  that  when  our  needs  become  fully  known  we  shall 
not  be  wanting  the  means  to  make  provision  for  them. 

Your  Board  rej^retfullv  record  the  death  of  the  Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon^ 
who  for  a  long  time  was  identified  with  the  work  of  the  Institution, 
and  who  for  many  years  was  associated  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

In  addition  to  the  donations  elsewhere  acknowledged,  your  Board 
gratefully  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $200  from  the  estate  of  the 
late  Miss  Elizabeth  Heales,  St.  John,  N.  B. ;  also  the  receipt  of  $500 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  Thos.  N.  DeWolf,  Windsor,  N.  S. 
Such  bequests  enable  your  Board  to  extend  the  work  far  beyond  the 
limit  which  the  funds  at  command  would  otherwise  warrant. 

8 
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The  treasurers  statement  shows  the  receipts  to  have  been 
$9,963.99,  and  the  expenditure  $9,604.86,  leaving  a  small  balance  to 
the  credit  of  the  school. 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  C.  F.  Fraser,  continues  to  discharge  the 
manifold  and  ever-increasing  duties  of  his  responsible  office  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Managers  are  hereby  tendered  to  Drs. 
Lindsay,  Dodge,  Kirkpatrick  and  Cogswell,  for  their  kindly  attention 
to  the  pupils  ;  to  H.  B.  Clarke,  lessee  of  the  Academy  of  Music,  for 
tickets  to  entertainments ;  and  to  the  railway,  steamship,  and  coach 
proprietors,  for  the  privileges  granted  to  our  pupils. 

All  of  which  is  I'espectfully  submitted. 

W.  C.  SILVER, 

President 


SUPERINTENDENT'S    REPORT. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  School  for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  table  of  attendance  herewith  submitted  shows  that  74  blind 
persons  have  been  under  instruction  during  the  past  year,  52  of  whom 
were  males  and  22  females ;  4  of  these  have  since  graduated  or  left 
the  school,  making  the  total  number  in  attendance  on  Dec.  1st,  1895» 
70  ;  of  whom  50  are  males  and  20  females.  Of  these  41  are  from 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  17  from  New  Brunswick,  4  from  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  8  from  Newfoundland. 

Table  of  Attendance. 

Boys.  Girls.        Adults.        Total. 

Registered  Dec.  Ist,  1894 36  15  1  52 

Entered  during  year 15  7  . .  22 

Graduated  or  remained  at  home    ....  2  2  . .  4 

Registered  Dec.  1st,  1895 49  20  1  70 

Literary  Department. 

Steady,  solid  and  satisfactory  progress  has  marked  the  work  in 
our  school  rooms  during  the  past  year,  and  it  has  been  the  aim  of  our 
teachers  to  hold  before  the  pupils  the  highest  ideals  of  perfection, 
and  to  stimulate  them  to  apply  themselves  with  earnestness  to  their 
studiCvS.  With  scarce  an  exception,  it  may  be  said  that  our  pupils 
have  worked  to  advantage,  and  the  results  are  as  creditable  to  them- 
selves as  they  are  gratifying  to  their  teachers  and  myself. 

Since  the  amendment  of  the  Act  respecting  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  our 
kindergarten  department  has  been  very  greatly  improved,  and  has 
now  become  separate  and  distinct  from  the  third  division  or  primary 
department  with  which  it  had  previously  been  associated. 
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"The  education  of  a  child  should  comm^ce  at  its  mother's  knee," 
but  the  little  blind  child,  even  when  the  family  is  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  seldom  receives  any  training  whatever,  and  hence  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  little  blind  children  should  be  sent  to 
the  Institution  as  soon  as  they  reach  six  years,  the  age  of  admission. 
Parents  may  rest  assured  that  the  little  ones  they  send  to  us  will 
receive  special  care,  and  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  promote  the 
very  best  interests  of  such  children. 

Four  teachers  are  now  steadily  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  literary 
department.  Miss  Fletcher,  the  enthusiastic  and  successful  kinder- 
gartener, finds  ample  work  for  her  head,  hands  and  heart  in  the 
training  of  the  children  of  the  kindergarten  department.  The 
assistant,  Miss  Josie  Howe,  who  first  entered  upon  her  duties  in 
September  last,  has  been  both  zealous  and  painstaking  in  her  work. 
In  the  other  divisions  of  the  school,  Miss  C.  R.  Frame  has  sustained 
her  reputation  as  a  most  successful  teacher  of  the  blind  ;  while  Mr. 
S.  R.  Hussy  has  proved  our  estimate  of  his  capabilities  as  a  teacher  to 
have  been  well  founded. 

In  addition  to  our  regular  teaching  staff,  Professor  Lanos,  teacher 
of  French,  and  Fraulein  (Ellars,  teacher  of  German,  have  been  con- 
ducting language  classes  in  the  school,  and  have  both  done  excellent 
work. 

Musical  Department. 

Of  the  seventy  pupil  in  the  schools,  thirty-tive  are  receiving 
lessons  on  the  pianoforte  or  cabinet  organ,  while  twenty-seven  others 
are  under  training  preliminary  to  the  study  of  instrumental  music. 

This  department  is  much  appreciated  by  the  pupils,  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  natural  attractiveness  of  music,  but  because  it  opens 
up  to  tfiem  a  field  of  occupation  in  which  the  lack  of  sight  offers  no 
obstacle  to  success — a  field  in  which  rich  harvests  are  the  result  of 
patient,  persevering  work.  Our  register  contains  the  names  of  many 
graduates  of  the  school  who  now  occupy  good  social  positions  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  reside,  and  hold  leading  places  as  teachers 
of  music. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Chisholm,  the  musical  director,  received  a  long  training 
in  this  school,  and  subsequently  in  Scharwenta's  Conservatory  of 
Music,  Berlin.  This  thorough  training  has  enabled  him  to  occupy  his 
position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  school,  and  to  the  great 
advantage  of  those  under  his  instruction.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  an 
old  pupil  of  the  school  filling  with  such  signal  success  one  of  the  most 
important  positions  in  the  Institution. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  school  year,  Mr.  F.  Campbell,  of  Sussex, 
N.  B.,  graduated  from  the  tuning  department  of  the  school,  and  has 
since  found  steady  and  growing  occupation  in  Moncton  and  the  out- 
lying districts.  Mr.  D.  M.  Reid,  the  instructor,  who,  like  Mr.  Chisholm, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  school,  has  won  a  first-class  reputation  as  a 
pianoforte  tuner,  and  the  pupils  under  his  instruction  never  fail  to 
succeed  if  success  is  in  them. 
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The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  classes  in  the  Literary  and 
Musical  departments : — 

Kindergarten  Department. —  Object  lessons  and  lives  of  famous 
men,  games  and  recitations,  songs  and  musical  exercises,  clay  model- 
ling, physical  drill,  gifts  and  occupations,  number  work,  multiplication 
tables,  reading  and  spelling. 

Third  Division. — Object  lessons,  spelling,  reading,  Braile  point 
writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  history,  clay  modelling, 
knitting,  Sloyd  work,  musical  training. 

Second  Division. — Spelling,  reading,  Braile  point  writing,  round 
hand  pencil  writing,  arithmetic,  geometry,  geography,  history,  gram- 
mar, composition,  English  literature,  musical  notation,  Braile  point 
music. 

First  Division. — Spelling,  reading,  round  hand  pencil  writing, 
arithmetic,  geometry,  algebra,  book-keeping,  geography,  history, 
grammar,  composition,  English  literature,  French,  German,  musical 
notation,  Braile  point  music,  theory  of  music,  singing,  band  music. 

Technical  Department. 

A  visit  to  the  technical  department  of  the  Institution  is  alwayf 
appreciated  by  the  visitor.  Entering  the  larger  workshop,  a  class  os 
boys  between  ten  and  twelve  years  of  age  is  found  busily  engaged  in 
light  carpentry  work.  This  manual  training,  which  is  based  upon  the 
Sloyd  system,  is  especially  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  blind,  and 
develops  in  them  great  precision  and  dexterity  in  the  use  of  edged 
tools.  A  little  further  down  the  room  are  to  be  seen  several  young 
men  busily  employed  in  recaning  chairs,  which  they  do  easily  aijd 
well.  Crossing  the  workshop,  the  visitor  enters  the  compaj*tments 
set  aside  for  the  manufacture  of  willow  baskets  and  chairs.  Here 
the  work  of  splitting,  shaving,  sizing  and  weaving  the  w^illow  wands 
into  pretty  and  useful  articles  is  carefully  explained  by  the  competent 
instructor,  Mr.  D.  A.  Baird.  A  number  of  young  men  are  quietly 
working,  some  at  simple,  others  at  more  complicated  articles.'  Among 
them  the  visitor  finds  Willie  Heulin,  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  boy 
from  Bay  St.  George,  Newfoundland,  and  judging  from  the  bright, 
intelligent  face  and  the  keen  interest  shown  in  his  work,  Willie's 
constructive  faculties  are  as  fully  developed  as  those  of  other  lads  of 
his  own  age.  Passing  along  the  visitor  is  shown  a  number  of  finished 
baskets  manufactured  by  the  blind,  which  all  display  creditable 
workmanship.  In  speaking  of  those  who  have  graduated  from  the 
workshop,  the  instructor  mentions  a  young  man  belonging  to  Belleville, 
Yarmouth  County,  named  Sylvain  Lefave,  who  left  the  school  last 
June.  "  Young  Lefave,  he  says,  '*  will  make  his  way  in  the  world. 
Since  leaving  us  he  has  manufactured  a  large  quantity  of  willow 
work,  and  has  sold  it  as  fast  as  made.  He  should,  wkth  his  knowledge 
of  the  willow  basket  trade,  make  a  comfortable  living  for  himself." 

Leaving  the  workshop  the  visitor  enters  a  small  room  set  apart 
for  light  electrical  work.     Here  a  quartette  of  young  men  are  actively 
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at  work  in  manufacturing  electric  bells,  telephones,  etc.  The  visitor 
is  particularly  interested  in  the  work  of  a  young  man  who  is  operating 
a  metal  turning  lathe  with  ease  and  skill.  Mr.  J.  S.  Harivel,  the 
enthusiastic  instructor  of  this  department,  explains  to  the  visitor  that 
the  field  of  light  electrical  work  offers  a  new  and  profitable  occupation 
to  the  blind,  and  that  the  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  is  the  pioneer 
in  this  work. 

Passing  on  to  the  main  building  the  visitor  enters  the  girls'  work 
department,  where  is  mingled  the  hum  of  the  sewing  machine  with 
the  great  buzz  of  many  merry  voices.  Each  girl  is  busy,  and  upon 
each  face  is  an  expression  of  conscious  confidence,  the  outcome  of 
systematic  training.  The  work  of  these  girls  is  certainly  very  credit- 
able, and  well  deserves  the  Diploma  of  Honorable  Mention  received 
at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition.  It  includes  plain  and  fancy 
knitting,  crocheting,  sewing,  bead  and  jet  work,  etc.,  etc. 

General. 

The  physical  training  of  the  pupils  continues  to  receive  systematic 
attention,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  suitable 
appliances  both  in  the  gymnasium  and  the  play  grounds.  The  classes 
in  gymnastics  and  calisthenics,  conducted  by  Sergt.- Major  Kelly,  have 
been  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  pupils,  and  have  aroused  a  spirit 
of  enthusiasm  and  a  desire  for  more  perfect  physical  developtnent ; 
the  outcome  being  volunteer  athletic  clubs,  walking,  skating,  and 
coasting  parties,  and  a  general  improvement  in  the  physical  standard 
of  the  school. 

While  the  pupils  have,^enerally  speaking,  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  no  serious  case  of  illness  has  occurred  during  the  past  year, 
Scarlet  fever  has  twice  made  its  appearance,  and  measles  once ;  but 
owing  to  the  prompt  and  untiring  attention  of  the  attending  physician, 
Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  no  serious  results  ensued,  and  the  regular  work 
of  the  school  went  on  with  scarce  an  interruption. 

Each  year  new  graduates  go  forth  from  the  school  prepared  to 
take  an  active  part  in  life's  work,  and*  each  year  the  circle  of  those 
who  appreciate  the  practical  character  of  the  training  given  to  the 
blind  in  this  school  is  widened.  The  outcome  of  this  growth  of 
appreciation  is  a  natural  desire  upon  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the 
youthful  blind  to  have  their  children  participate  in  the  advantages 
which  the  school  affords.  As  a  consequence,  each  year  has  brought 
us  an  increased  number  of  applications  for  admission. 

During  the  present  year  the  new  applications  have  been  supple- 
mented by  those  for  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and"  ten  years, 
so  that  the  number  of  pupils  has  at  o^ce  increased  from  fifty-two  to 
seventy.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  Board  of  Managers  has  been 
able  to  accept  each  application  as  it  was  made,  although  they  have 
found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  provide  accommodation  for  more 
than  sixty  pupils.  As,  however,  the  final  limit  of  accommodanon  has 
unquestionably  been  reached,  and  as  there  are  still  very  many  blind 
children  not  enjoying  the  blessings  of  an  education,  it  is  evident  that 
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a  strong  and  vigorous  effort  should  at  once  be  made  to  extend  the 
present  building.  This  probably  involves  an  expenditure  of  $20,000, 
and  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  when  the  needs  of  the  blind  are 
properly  placed  before  their  friends  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  and 
elsewhere,  the  response  will  be  as  liberal  and  as  cordial  as  it  has  been 
on  former  occasions.  The  school  is  endeavoring  to  perform  a  truly 
noble  work.  Its  managers,  officers,  and  teachers  have  but  one  aim 
in  view,  namely,  the  welfare  of  those  who  are  destined  to  fight  the 
battle  of  life  in  the  dark.  It  may  truly  be  said  that  the  school  gives 
eyes  to  the  blind,  and  in  the  desire  to  extend  this  beneficent  work  it 
is  deserving  of  the  support,  encouragement,  and  practical  help  of 
every  man  and  every  woman  who  knows  how  to  appreciate  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  sight,  and  who  can  realize  that  by  assisting 
the  blind  to  assist  themselves  they  are  helping  forward  a  work  that 
is  at  once  practical,  philanthropic,  and  noble. 

Within  the  coming  year  I  trust  to  be  able  to  present  the  claims  of 
the  school  to  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  an4  to 
the  many  friends  of  the  blind  throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and 
I  feel  confident  that  with  such  a  cause  to  espouse,  and  with  such  a 
broad  minded  constituency  to  appeal  to,  the  necessar\'  funds  will  be 
secured,  so  that  before  the  issuing  of  our  next  report  an  extension  to 
our  present  building  may  be  under  construotion. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  for  their  cordial  support  and  hearty  co-operation 
in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  educating  the  blind,  and  to  express 
the  hope  that  with  increasing  responsibility  and  increased  experience, 
our  mutual  relations  will  continue  to  be  as  in  the  past,  pleasant  and 
sat  isf  actor}'.  * 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  F.  FRASER, 

Superintendent 
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(III.) 

VICTORIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN. 

To.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design ;  also,  abstracts 
of  the  reports  of  the  teachers  of  Mechanical  and  Architectural 
Drawing. 

Conspectus  of  Classes  for  1894-95. 

Fref  hand  and  Object  Drawing Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings 28  pupils. 

Clay  Modelling .    . .  .' Monday  afternoon 9     ** 

**  •* Monday  evening 4     ** 

Freehand  and  Object  Drawing,  and  1  ^ues.,  Wed.,  and  Thur.  afternoons....   15     " 

Life  Class J  , 

Children's  Drawing  Class Saturday  forenoon 16 

Class  for  Deaf  and  Dumb Friday 9 

Mechanical  Drawing Mon.,  Wed.,  and  Friday  evenings 25 

Architectural  Drawing Tuesday  and  Thursday 9 


Cf 


Total 115 


(( 


I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  of  these  about  75  are  free 
pupils.  The  evening  and  mechanical  classes  are  almost  wholly  com- 
posed of  apprentices  and  artisans,  who  are  entitled  to  free  tuition 
by  the  rules  of  the  school. 

The  Art  School  is  quietly  doing  good  work  in  supplying  intelli- 
gent workmen  to  the  various  mechanic  arts,  in  educating  the  3'oung 
away  from  the  overcrowded  professions,  and  perhaps  in  raising  the 
standard  of  public  taste  in  several  directions. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Larkin,  teacher  of  Mechanical  Drawing,  in  his  report, 
inter  alia:  " The  pupils  are  first  taught  a  short  course  in  Practical 
Geometry  ;  then  follow  lessons  in  Orthographic  Projection,  the  study 
of  points  and  lines  projected  on  different  planes.  Then  they  are 
given  cards  of  different  shapes  and  in  different  positions,  and  are 
shown  how  to  make  correct  drawings  of  the  same.  The  next  course 
is  in  solids  of  different  shapes  and  in  various  positions,  showing  how 
they  should  be  drawn.  This  gives  a  thorough  ground  work  for 
plotting  the  planes  of  projection.  Then  simple  drawings  are  taken 
up.  This  includes  studies  in  cutting  planes,  development  of  surfaces, 
how  to  obtain  the  curve  of  intersection,  of  cylinders  passing  through 
variously  shaped  solids,  how  to  draw  a  working  plan  of  a  steam 
boiler,  and  how  to  shape  and  cut  the  plates  so  as  to  form  the  different 
members  of  the  same ;  then  come  lessons  in  metal  work,  such  as 
laying  out  a  bath-tub  so  as  to  form  it  without  cutting  stock  to  waste. 

A  short  time  ago  a  prominent  member  of  an  engineering  firm  in 
our  city  told  me  that  he  noticed  a  decided  improvement  in  his  appren- 
tices after  they  attended  our  classes." 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hopson,  C.  E.,  teacher  of  Architectural  Drawing,  reports 
inter  alia :  "  The  students,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  are  engaged 
in  the  building  trades,  and  find  the  draughting  experience  gained  at 
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the  school  of  particular  benefit  to  them  in  their  work.  At  present 
most  of  them  are  making  full  size  and  scale  details  of  carpentry  and 
brickwork.  Several  of  them  are  designing  and  drawing  stair-ca^es, 
and  detailing  the  several  parts,  while  others  are  projecting  spiral 
stairs,  hand-rails,  detailing  sashes  Atd  frames,  describing  elliptical 
arches  for  masonry,  calculating  lengths  of  hip  and  valley  rafters, 
making  raking  molds  which  will  intersect  with  horizontal  ones,  and 
getting  the  curves  of  circular  and  other  structures,  etc." 

I  may  add  that  for  the  current  year  there  is  a  gratifying  increase 
of  interest  and  students. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  McKAY,  Secretary, 


VICTORIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN,  HALIFAX 

(Zaa.corpor«bt«d.    1.  S  S  S.) 


DIRECTORS,  1894-95, 

J?   n^  '      J  '^^^  Superintendent  of  Education, 
j^X'Uyicio:  |  rp^^  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

Mrs.  Leonowens,  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith, 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fuller,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny,  Mr.  E.  P.  Archbold, 

Mtss  E.  Ritchie.  Mr.  Geo.  Harvey, 

Miss  H.  Allison,  Mr.  D.  Keith, 

Mr.  J.  Dempster,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Dr.  J.  G.  MacGregor,  Mr.  M.  Dwyer. 
Mr.  a.  McKay, 

Auditors. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson. 


President Mayor  Keefe, 

Vice-President Dr.  MacKay. 

Treasurer ...  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith. 

Secretary Mr.  A.  McKay. 


TEACHING  STAFF,  1894-95. 

Head  Master. 
Mr.  C.  C.  Woodbury. 

Assistant  Teachers. 

Mechanical  Drawing J.  T.  Larkin,  Engineer. 

Architectural  Drawing 

Saturday  Glass. 
Miss  M.  Graham. 
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TEACHING  STAFF,  1893-96. 

Principal. 

Miss  M.  N.  Evans. 

Teachers. 

Object  Drawing,  Life  Work,  Painting Miss  Evans. 

Mechanical  Drawing 4 ,  J.  T.  Larkin,  Engineer^ 

Architectural  Drawing C.  H.  Hopson,  (7.  E, 

Elementary  Drawing Miss  M.  Graham. 

TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  in  account  with  Victoria  School  of  Art  and 

Design. 
Endowment  Fund : — 

Amount  from  1894 $  7,702  40 

Building  Fund : — 

Amount  from  1894 8,000  00 

Current  Account  Receipts: — 

School  Fees S316  41 

Local  Government  Grant 800  00 

Proceeds  of  lecture  by  Mr.  J.  Knight 55  00 

Interest 530  87 

1,702  28 

$17,404  68 

Diaburaementa : — 

Salaries .'..., $1,370  01 

Rent 200  00 

Fuel  and  Light. . . , 91  24 

Advertising  and  Printing 18  50 

Models,  Squares,  etc. . .  69  10 

School  Supplies 12  96 

Janitors 117  50 

Exhibition 26  71 

Sundries 5  37 

$1,911  39 
Balance,  September,  1894 3,355  51 

$5,266  90 

Town  of   Kentville  Bonds $5100  00 

City  of  Halifax  Consols 4950  00 

Deposit  Receipts  Bank  N.  S 2000  00 

Open  Account  "  81  41 

Cash  on  hand 6  37 

12,137  78 

$17,404  68 

JOHN  M.  SMITH,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  September,  1896. 
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(IV.) 

HALIFAX  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  1895. 

A.  P.  Reid,  M.  D  ,  ETC President 

G.  L.  Sinclair,  M.  D.,  etc Dean. 

No.  of  regular  Professors, ^/Ifeen  ;  Lecturers,  eleven. 

No.  of  Undergraduates:  First  Year,  21;  Second  Year,  10;  Third 
Year,  7 ;  Fourth  Year,  5.  Males,  40 ;  females,  3.  Total  Under- 
graduates, 43.  General  students,  2 ;  regular  students  in  Pharmacy, 
3  ;  total  students,  48.     Forty-five  males,  3  females. 

Institution  founded  in  1867  as  a  Faculty  of  Dalhousie  College  and 
University.     Separated  in  1876. 

Total  number  of  graduates  in  Medicine  (M.  D.  C.  M.),  57  ;  in 
Pharmacy  (Ph.  M ),  5.     Total  graduates,  62. 


^ 
^ 
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APPENDIX     E 


EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTES. 


(I.) 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  OF  SCIENCE  FOR  THE  ATLANTIC  PROVINCES. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
Sir  :— 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Ninth  Session  of 
the  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of  Canada, 
which  met  at  Amherst,  N.  S.,  July  3rd  to  July  18th,  1895. 

The  session  was  opened  by  a  public  meeting,  held  in  the  spacious 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  Amherst  Academy,  Mayor  Curry  presiding. 
Interesting  and  enthusiastic  addresses  were  given  by  Councillor 
Chapman  of  Amherst,  Inspector  Craig  of  Cumberland  County,  N.  S., 
Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Nova  Scotia,  Dr.  Inch, 
Superintendent  of  Education  for  New  Brunswick,  Prof.  Coldwell  of 
Acadia  College,  and  Prof.  Andrews  of  Mount  Allison  University. 
This  session  of  the  school  was  characterized  by  the  diligence  of  the 
students,  and  the  marked  improvement  made  by  them.  Greater 
prominence  than  usual  was  given  to  field  work,  the  success  of  which 
was  largely  due  to  .the  presence  and  assistance  of  Dr.  MacKay,  Superin- 
tendent of  Education  for  Nova  Scotia,  and  Mr.  Hickman  of  Pictou  ; 
the  latter  gentleman  conducting  the  early  morning  walks  to  study 
birds. 

The  subject  of  permanently  locating  the  school  at  some  suitable 
summer*?  resort  was  discussed,  and  committees  were  appointed  to 
procure  information  regarding  the  project,  and  report  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

The  following  were  awarded  Certificates  of  Proficiency : 

Botany. — Annie  L.  Darling,  Jennie  McManus,  Minnie  A.  Weir. 

Mineralogy. — Willard  S.    Carter,   Winnie   Freeman,  Maretta  Angus, 
Ida  Crowe,  Daniel  A.  Matheson. 

Zoology. — Sarah  J.  Patterson,  Minnie  A.  Weir. 
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Mvmc. — Junior  Certificate :  Jennie  S.  Johnston,  Sarah  Harris,  Clara 
M.  Coates,  Chas.  E.  Reid,  Bella  Henderson,  Fred  A.  Dixon, 
Ella  J.  McKay,  Lizzie  R.  Kirkpatrick,  Bessie  L.  Oregor,  Flora 
Etubree,  Mabel  Acorn,  Minnie  A.  Weir. 
Elementary  Certificates :  Clara  M.  Coates,  Sarah  J.  Patterson, 
Flora  Embree,  Mabel  Acorn,  Sarah  C.  Ross. 

There  were  in  attendance  G3  students.    From  Nova  Scotia,  42  ; 
New  Brunswick,  18  ;  Prince  Edward  Island,  3. 

The  next  session  of  the  School  will  be  held  at  Parrsboro',  N.  S., 
July  9th  to  July  24th,  1896. 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE   ENSUING   YEAR. 

Patrons, 

Lieut.-General  Montgomery  Moore Halifax,  N.  S. 

Hon.  Sir  S.  L.  Tillet,  K.  C.  M.  G.;  C.  B..St.  John,  N.  B. 

Hon.  Judge  Fitzgerald Charlottetown,  P.  R  L 

President 
A.  Cameron   County  Academy,  Yarmouth,  N.  S. 

Vice-  Presidents, 

G.  J.  OuLTON,  B.  A High  School,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

W.  R.  Campbell,  M.  A County  Academy,  Truro,  N.  S. 

EwEN   Stewart Supervisor  Schools,  Ch'town,  P.  EL 

Secretary-Treasurer, 
J.  D.  Seaman Prince  St.  School,  Ch'town,  P.  E.  L 

Executive  Committee, 

Inspector  Craig  . . . .' Amherst,  N.  S. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Patterson Normal  School,  Truro,  N.  S. 

Prof.  J.  Brittain Normal  School,  Fredericton,  N.  B. 

Miss  Bessie  L.  Gregor Prince  St.  School,  Ch'town,  P.  E  I. 

FACULTY. 

Botany. 

Chas.  B.  Robinson,  B.  A County  Academy,  Pictou,  N.  S. 

John  M.  Duncan Kent  St.  School.  Ch'town,  P.  E.  L 

Chemistry. 
W.  H.  M agee,  Ph.  D High  School,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

Civics. 
Prof.  Tufts  Acadia  College,  Wolfville,  N.  Sw 
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Elocution, 
Miss  Mina  A.  Read .Acadia  College,  Wolfville.  N.  S. 

English  Literature, 
A.  Cameron    County  Academy,  Yarmouth,  N.  S. 

Geology  and  Mineralogy, 
Prof.  A.  E.  Coldwell. Acadia  College,  Wolfville,  N.  S. 

Kindergarten, 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Patterson Normal  School,  Truro,  N.  S. 

Music  (Tonic  Sol-Fa.) 
Rev.  James  Anderson,  M.  A Toronto. 


% 


Psychology, 
J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D Normal  School,  Truro,  N.  S. 

.  Physics. 
S.  A.  Morton County  Academy,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Physiology  and  Hygiene, 
Principal  E.  J.  Lay County  Academy,  Amherst,  N.  S. 

Zoology  and  Entomology, 
Q,  J.  OuLTON,  B.  A High  School,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  SEAMAN, 

Secretary, 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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(II.) 

TEACHERS*  INSTITUTES. 


ANNAPOLIS  AND  DIGBY. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  of  Inspec- 
toral District  No.  4,  convened  in  the  school  house  at  Bridgetown  on 
Thursday,  May  30th,  was  duly  called  to  order  at  9.30  A.  M.  by  the 
President,  L.  S.  Morse,  M.  A.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  held 
at  Weymouth  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Vice-President   A.  D.  Brown. 

Secretary-Treasurer A.  L.  Bishop. 

O.   P.   GOUCHER. 

rp        ^'      n         '4*  7  S.  C.  Shaffner. 

Executive  Committee ^  W.  M.  Mc Vicar. 

Mrs.  I.  M.  Benson. 

It  was  suggested  that  persons  be  appointed  to  corre5>pond  with 
the  press  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the  Institute  ;  accordingly, 
Mr.  A.  E.  McCormick  was  appointed  reporter  to  the  Halifax  Hevald; 
Mr.  H.  W.  Messenger  to  the  Morning  Chronicle ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Crowe 
to  the  Ed,  Review, 

The  President  called  the  attention  of  the  Institute  to  the  new 
regulation  regarding  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Provincial 
Educational  Association  ;  but,  as  there  was  not  a  full  representation 
of  the  teachers  at  the  morning  session,  the  matter  was  laid  over  for  a 
future  session. 

The  annual  membership  dues  were  then  collected. 

The  programme  arranged  by  the  Executive  Committee  was  then 
taken  up.  The  first  was  a  paper  presented  by  Mrs.  I.  M.  Benson  of 
the  Bear  River  schools,  entitled,  **  Practical  Teaching."  In  this 
paper  the  old  and  new  methods  of  teaching  were  contrasted.  The 
writer  related  her  experience  with  both,  and  set  forth  in  a  forcible 
manner  the  advantages  of  practice  over  theor}'.  The  various  subjects 
on  the  "  Course  of  Study"  were  then  taken  up  and  dealt  with  in  an 
able  manner,  the  writer  setting  forth  her  methods  in  teaching  certain 
subjects  practically.  Time  might  be  economized  by  combining  lessons. 
Teaching  was  regarded  by  some  as  a  gift,  but  the  writer  strongly 
believed  it  to  be  a  science.  The  paper  throughout  was  interesting 
and  valuable,  and  undoubtedly  left  lasting  impressions  from  which 
much  good  will  result.  At  its  close  remarks  were  made  in  favor  of 
certain  points  in  it  by  A.  E.  Dunlop  of  Middleton,  and  Dr.  MacKay, 
Superintendent  of  Education.  The  latter  highly  commended  the 
paper.     He  regarded  its  grand  point  to   be  concentration  of  study. 
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Concentration  was  especially  needed  in  miscellaneous  schools  if  any- 
thing was  to  be  done.  Good  work,  he  believed,  in  the  country,  could 
only  be  done  by  the  inspiration  of  the  pupils  with  an  intelligent 
interest  in  their  work.  If  this  was  manifested  in  school  work,  it 
would  follow  the  pupils  in  after  life. 

The  next  on  the  programme  was  an  illustrative  lesson  on  Botany 
taught  by  Miss  Belle  Redding.  In  order  to  show  her  method  of 
teaching  this  subject  she  called  in  a.nu<nber  of  her  scholars,  to  whom 
a  lesson  on  the  Lily  of  the  Valley  was  taught.  The  manner  of  her 
procedure  showed  that  she  was  fully  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
subject  before  her.  The  different  parts  of  the  plant  were  studied 
from  observation  and  botanically  named.  The  lesson  formed  the  text 
of  many  comments  on  the  methods  of  teaching  botany  by  I.  M. 
Longley,  A.  E.  Dunlop,  L.  M.  Dentoh,  and  Dr.  MacKay. 

Miss  Jennie  A.  Hall  then  read  an  interesting  paper  on  the  "  Tonic 
Sol -Fa "  system  of  music.  Some  of  the  important  ideas  set  forth 
were :  The  necessity  of  doing  our  work  cheerfully ;  cast  aside  all 
prejudice  and  look  at  the  system  in  its  true  light ;  other  branches 
were  taught  that  we  may  know  more,  but  music  was  taught  that  we 
may  be  more  ;  the  necessity  for  its  culture  ;  it  is  a  stepping  stone  to 
the  staff  notation.  The  desirability  of  the  system  was  then  set 
forth  under  different  heads,  viz.  :  (1st)  its  simplicity  ;  (2nd)  its  time 
advantages  as  compared  with  other  methods  ;  (3rd)  it  affects  a  change 
in  school  work  ;  (^th)  it  cultivates  expression  and  purity  of  tone ; 
(5th)  through  its  hand  signs  pupils  are  compelled  to  keep  their  atten- 
tion on  the  teacher,  and  thus  attention  is  strengthened ;  (6th)  its 
powerful  effect  through  the  children  on  home  life. 

At  its  conclusion  Mr.  A.  D.  Brown  expressed  himself  fully  in 
sympathy  with  the  paper.  He  had  experienced  difficulties  in  teaching 
"  Tonic-Sol-E'a  "  music.  He  was,  however,  willing  to  do  the  best  he 
could  towards  teaching  it.  Mr.  R.  Elliott  spoke  briefly  concerning 
the  paper,  after  which  meeting  adjourned  to  1.30  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1.45  P.  M.  The  programme  was 
continued  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Dunlop  teaching  an  interesting  lesson  on 
Botany.  He  confined  it  to  the  study  of  the  apple,  taking  the  same 
course  as  he  would  with  his  pupils.  The  parts  of  the  plant  were 
taken  up  and  studied  from  observation,  and  a  synopsis  of  the  same 
represented  on  the  blackboard.  Mr.  Dunlop  gave  a  number  of 
valuable  hints  regarding  the  teaching  of  this  important  subject,  and 
proved  himself  competent  to  teach  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  lesson  Mr.  G.  B.  McGill  was  called  upon  for  a 
few  remarks.  He  took  great  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  lesson  as 
presented  to  them,  and  knew  that  all  must  agree  that  Mr.  Dunlop's 
method  of  teaching  this  subject  was  the  true  way.  Ideas  were  what 
they  must  develop  in  the  child.  He  had  been  pleased  with  the  lesson, 
and  thought  it  must  commend  itself  favorably  to  the  teachers  present. 
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Mr.  A.  D.  Brown  followed  with  a  lesson  on  Ooldsmith's  "Tpaveller." 
He  said  his  purpose  was  to  teach  as  Mr.  Dunlop  had,  viz. :  as  he 
would  in  school,  and  to  this  end  called  in  his  class  of  "  C  "  scholars. 
The  lesson  from  beginning  to  end  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest 
interest  by  all  present.  The  excellent  manner  in  which  the  exercise 
was  conducted,  and  the  prompt  and  plain  expression  of  the  pupils' 
original  answers,  showed  that  Mr.  Brown  was  well  Calculated  to 
develop  the  minds  of  the  youn^,  and  called  forth  at  the  close  favorable 
remarks  from  W.  M.  McVicar,  O.  P.  Goucher,  Mr.  McGill,  and  A. 
McN.  Patterson,  of  Acacia  Villa  School. 

Mr.  Patterson,  on  rising  to  speak,  was  greeted  with  applause, 
and  made  a  pleasing  address.  He  thought  the  grand  secret  of  teach- 
ing was  the  power  to  bring  out  the  thought.  Mr.  Patterson 
threw  out  many  valuable  hints  a^  regards  teaching,  which,  if  put  into 
practice,  would  undoubtedly  result  in  much  good. 

Miss  Hattie  Congdon  then  favored  the  Institute  with  an  interest- 
ing lesson  on  "  Tonic  Sol-Fa  "  music.  Miss  Congdon  proved  herself  to 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  her  subject,  and  also  proved  her  aptness 
to  teach  it.  This  lesson  called  forth  approbation  from  Dr.  MacKay, 
A.  E.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Patterson,  and  others  in  their  remarks  which 
followed.     Meeting  adjourned  to  8  P.  M. 

Evening  Session. 

The  public  educational  meeting  was  held  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  meeting  was  duly  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  8  P.  M.,  and 
opened  with  a  piece  of  music  rendered  by  the  scholars  of  the  Bridge- 
town school.  Prayer  was  then  offered  by  Rev.  John  Cameron,  followed 
by  music  from  the  choir  entitled,  "  Abide  with  Me."  The  President, 
Mr.  L.  S.  Morse,  M.  A.,  with  a  few  well-chosen  remarks,  explained  the 
object  of  the  Institute,  and  highly  complimented  the  people  of 
Bridgetown  for  their  past  and  present  interest  in  educational  matters. 
The  speakers  of  the  evening  were  Dr.  MacKay,  Mr.  Patterson, 
W.  M.  McVicar,  I.  M.  Longley,  S.  C.  Shaffner,  G.  B.  McGill,  A.  E. 
Dunlop,  and  Prof.  Geo.  Tufts  of  Belfast,  Me. 

The  address  of  Dr.  MacKay  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest 
attention.  He  spoke  of  the  educational  affairs  of  this  Province  as 
compared  with  those  of  Ontario,  and  while  he  believed  the  high 
school  system  of  that  province  to  be  superior  in  some  respects  to  our 
own,  yet  he  thought  the  common  school  system  of  this  Province  was 
better  than  that  of  Ontario.  He  spoke  at  length  of  the  old  system 
of  education  and  of  the  new,  and  emphasized  the  necessity  of  instil- 
ling in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  His  address 
was  practical  and  well  calculated  to  inspire  an  educational  spirit  in 
all  present,  and  to  encourage  and  strengthen  the  teachers  in  their  work. 

Mr.  Patterson's  address  was  full  of  spirit,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly interesting.  He  spoke  of  the  "  Course  of  Study "  and  its 
object — to  develope  a  practical  knowledge  useful  in  all  relations  of  life. 
He  believed  teaching  to  be  a  great  and  noble  work. 
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Mr.  McVicar,  in  a  few  well  directed  remarks,  spoke  of  the 
position  of  the  teacher  as  standing  between  the  educational  powers 
and  the  people,  and  he  thought  it  well  to  mingle  with  both.  He 
believed  that  teachers  should  come  together  to  find  the  out  the  differ- 
ent methods  of  each. 

The  other  speakers  mentioned  made  appropriate  addresses,  which 
were  interspersed  with  pleasing  selections  of  music  rendered  by  the 
choir.  Votes  of  thanks  were  tendered  to  Dr.  MacKay  and  Mr. 
Patterson  for  the  able  and  instructive  manner  in  which  they  had 
entertained  the  meeting ;  to  the  people  of  Bridgetown  for  the 
courteous  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  Institute ;  and  to 
the  choir  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  the  excellent  music  rendered. 

Friday  Morning  Session. 

The  Institute  was  called  to  order  bv  the  President  at  9.30.  The 
matter  regarding  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Provincial 
Educational  Association  was  again  brought  before  the  Institute,  and 
the  following  persons  were  elected  to  attend  the  same :  A.  D.  Brown, 
W.  M.  McVicar,  I.  M.  Longley,  and  Mrs.  I.  M.  Benson. 

A  letter  was  read  by  the  President  from  the  secretary  of  trustees 
of  the  Bear  River  school,  inviting  the  Institute  to  hold  their  next 
annual  meeting  at  that  place.  It  was  resolved  that  the  communication 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  consideration. 

Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  paid  the  sum  of  S3.00  as  a  remun- 
eration for  performing  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  financial  statement  was  rendered  bv  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  all  bills  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  instead  of  having  an  afternoon  session,  the  Institute 
prolong  the  session  of  the  morning  and  finish  the  work  of  this  year. 

The  programme  was  then  continued  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Crowe  favoring 
the  Institute  with  an  interesting  address  on  "  Tardiness  and  Irregular 
Attendance."  The  subject  was  dealt  with  in  an  able  manner,  and 
several  good  points  weie  made.  He  referred  to  the  "  Compulsory 
Attendance  Act,"  and  believed  compulsory  attendance  to  bo  a  good 
thing.  He  thought  the  habit  of  punctuality  should  be  cultivated  in 
school.  Mr.  Crowe's  address  was  practical  and  aroused  considerable 
discussion. 

Principal  McGill  believed  after  all  that  tardiness  was  regulated  to 
a  great  extent  bv  the  teacher,  and  related  his  method  of  preventing 
it.  He  believed  irregular  attendance  could  be  prevented  by  co-opera- 
tion of  teacher.s,  trustees,  and  parents. 

Mr.  Denton  thought  that  tardiness  could  be  prevented  to  a  great 
extent  by  making  the  opening  exercises  so  very  interesting  that  all 
would  wish  to  be  present.  He  knew  of  no  other  way  of  preventing 
irregular  attendance  than  by  getting  pupils  interested  in  their  work. 
Other  interesting  and  valuable  remarks  were  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Tufts, 
Principals  Banks,  Patterson,  and  Dunlop,  and  Mrs.  I.  M.  Benson 
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Mr.  W.  M.  Mc Vicar  was  then  called  upon  to  give  his  lesson  on 
Physical  Geograph3'.  He  chose  as  his  subject  the  "  cause  of 
unequal  length  of  day  and  night."  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Principal 
McVicar  was  at  home  on  this  subject,  and  for  over  half  an  hour 
was  listened  to  with  the  greatest  attention.  Many  valuable  points 
relating  to  this  subject  were  clearly  set  forth,  and  the  pleasing  and 
forcible  manner  in  which  they  were  presented  undoubtedly  left  lasting 
impressions  on  the  minds  of  all  present. 

The  President  announced  that  Principal  Longley,  on  account 
of  sickness,  would  not  be  able  to  give  his  valuable  lesson  on  the 
"  Metric  System." 

Votes  of  thanks  were  tendered  to  Principal  Brown  and  his  col- 
leagues for  their  efforts,  which  had  brought  the  meeting  of  the  Institute 
to  a  successful  issue ;  to  the  trustees  of  the  school  section  for  the  free 
use  of  the  building ;  and  to  the  railway  authorities  for  reduced  rates 
of  travel. 

Thus  closed  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  largely  attended 
meetings  ever  held  by  the  Institute,  from  which  much  good  must 
surely  result  to  educational  matters  in  Annapolis  and  Digby  Counties. 

AVARD  L.  BISHOP,  Secretary, 
Granville  Ferry,  N.  S.,  June  8th,  1895. 


HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

The  Teachers*  Institute  of  Inspectoral  District  No.  5,  convened  at 
Windsor  on  April  25th,  1895,  and  occupied  two  entire  days.  Inspector 
Roscoe,  eX'officio  President,  occupied  the  chair.  J.  A.  Smith,  Principal 
of  Windsor  Academy,  was  elected  Secretary-Treasurer.  There  were 
enrolled  104  teachers,  one  of  the  largest  conventions  ever  held  in  this 
district.     The  programme  was  as  follows  : — 

Opening  address,  C  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector  of  District. 

"  The  relation  of  the  Teacher  to  the  moral   well-being  of  the  Pupil," 

Miss  Ida  A.  Parker,  Berwick. 
"The  Minor  Mode  of  the  Tonic  Sol-Fa/'  Miss  E.  C.  Begg,  W^indsor. 
A  lesKon  to  Grade   VI.  Pupils  on  Patriotism,"  Mis^  Theresa  Farrell, 

Kentville. 
"  History  and  Patriotism,"  Mr.  Ernest  Robinson,  Sehna,  Hants  Co. 
"  Solution  of  Problems  in  Mathematics,"  A.   McLeod,  Prin.  Kentville 

Academv. 
"Illustrative    Toachinjx  in   Grade  I.    Work,"    Miss    A.   M.   Freeman, 

Primary  Department    Windsor  Schools. 
"  Grammar — a  Method  of  Teaching  it,"  Mr.  C.  W.  Brown,  B.  A.,  Prin, 

Maitland  Schools. 

In  addition  to  the  above  programme  a  public  meeting  was  held  in 
Reform  Club  Hall,  April  25th,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered  by 
C.  W.  Wilcox,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P.,  Mayor  of  Windsor,  Prof.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts- 
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of  Kings  College,  Rev.  Henry  Dickie,  M.  A.,  Prof.  Haley,  Acadia  Col- 
lege, and  A.  H.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education.  The  meeting 
was  largely  attended.  The  music  was  provided  by  100  pupils  of  the 
Windsor  schools  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne, 
teacher  of  Grade  YIL  of  said  school,  and  was  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  adaptability  of  Tonic  Sol-Fa  Notation  to  the  schools  of  the 
Province.  Addres'^es  were  also  delivered  at  the  closing  session  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  on  matters  relating  to  the  Course  of 
Study,  and  responses  to  various  questions  in  connection  with  the 
school  work,  and  also  by  Prof.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts,  Kipgs  College,  on 
Canadian  History. 

According  to  Regulation  of  C.  P.  I., /our  delegates  were  elected  t^ 
the  Provincial  Association,  to  be  held  in  Truro  in  the  month  of  October. 
The  following  were  elected  :  A.  McLeod,  Principal  Kentville  Academy  ; 
J.  A.  Smith,  Principal  Windsor  Academy  ;  Miss  C.  Willett,  Kentville ; 
aLd  Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne,  Windsor. 

The  officers  elected  for   the  next  Institute  were  : 

C.  W.  RoscoE,  Esq.,  Inspector,  District  No.  5,  President  (ex-officio). 

E.  H.  Nichols,  B.  A.,  Kentville  Academy,  Fi^e-Pr68iden<. 

J.  A.  Smith.  B.  A.,  Principal  Windsor  Academy,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

L.  D.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Berwick;  C.  W.  Brown,  Esq.,  Maitland; 
Miss  H.  Bennett,  Windsor ;  and  Miss  T.  Farrell,  Kentville, 
with  the  officers  form  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  next 
year. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next  Institute,  to  be  called 
by  the  Executive,  at  Berwick,  Kings  Co. 

The  Institute,  after  listening  to  addresses  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Education  and  President,  closed  sine  die, 

J.  A.  SMITH, 

Secretary 'Institute,  District  No.  5. 
Windsor,  Jan.  6th,  189G. 


CU.VIBERLAND  COUNTY  AND  WEST  COLCHESTER. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  for  District  No.  10  met  in  session  at 
Amherst  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  8th  and  9th  of  November,  1894. 
[For  a  full  account  of  the  different  sessions  see  Inspector  Craig's 
Report,  page  9')]. 


\ » 


132  EDUCATIONAL    INSTITUTES. 


(HI.) 

OUTLINE  MINUTES  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONVENTION  OF  THE 
PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Held  at  Truro,  N,  S.,  16th,  17th,  18th  October,  1895. 

[The  proceedings  are  being  published  in  detail  by  the  Association 
for  general  circulation  ;  hence,  but  an  outline  is  required  here} 

1st  Session,  Wednesday  IGth. 

9,15  a.  ra.  The  President,  Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, took  the  chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  a  few  appropriate 
remarks. 

Alexander  McKay  was  re-elected  Secretary,  and  H.  S.  Congdon 
Assistant  Secretary. 

An  hour  was  devoted  to  the  enrolment  of  members.  The  number 
enrolled  was  250.  On  motion  of  Principal  Miller,  Dr.  MacKay  vacated 
the  chair  in  favor  of  Principal  Calkin.  Principal  McKeen  then  read 
the  following  address  : — 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D.  : 

Respected  Sir, — We,  the  inspectors  and  teachers  of  Nova  Scoiia 
assembled  in  convention,  desire  to  greet  you  with  warmest  welcome 
on  this  the  fiist  occasion  of  your  occupancy  of  the  chair  of  our 
Provincial  Association.  We  have  greatly  appreciated  your  earnestness 
in  the  work  of  education  while  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  our  public 
schools,  and  especially  have  we  marked  with  pleasure  your  work  in 
promoting  the  study  of  science  in  this  Province.  Although  there 
may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  ways  and  means  of  effecting  this 
ol  ject,  all  recognize  the  zeal  which  you  have  evinced  in  this  matter. 
We  recognize,  too,  your  unwearied  efforts  as  Superintendent  of 
Elducation  in  giving  greater  fulness  and  efficiency  to  the  educational 
system  of  our  Province,  so  well  inaugurated  Vjy  your  predecessors. 
It  is  my  pleasing  duty  now  to  give  expression  tj  the  sentiment  of  the 
teaching  staff  of  this  Province  towards  yourself — sentiments  of 
respect,  of  honor,  of  good  will.  The  inspectors  and  teachers ^of  Nova 
Scotia  wish  to  acknowledge  through  me  the  uniform  kindness,  care 
and  interest  which  they  have  always  found  in  all  their  intercourse 
with  you,  and  as  a  mark  of  their  appreciation,  a  visible  token  of  their 
esteem,  they  wish  you  to  accept  this  cane.  We  hope  that  you  may 
live  long  to  preside  over  us,  and  to  exert  your  great  energies  on  behalf 
of  the  educational  interests  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Dr.  MacKay  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  elegant  gift  in  a 
few  well-chosen  happy  sentences,  after  which  he  resumed  the  chair 
and  delivered  his  opening  address. 

Principal  Miller,  of  the  Dartmouth  public  schools,  read  a  paper 
entitled,  "  A  Provincial  Reformatory  for  Incorrigible  Pupils."     This 
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paper  was  discussed  by  Comr.  McKerron  of  Halifax  Miss  Graham,  A. 
McKay,  Principal  McKeen,  Professor  McDonald,  and  others. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  through  the 
Inspectors,  collect  statistics  and  information  regarding  the  subject, 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Professor  Lanos,  of  Halifax  Academy,  read  a  paper  on  the  teaching 
of  French  in  Nova  Scotia  The  paper  was  read  in  French  and  the 
leading  ideas  explained  in  English.  Discussion  :  Rev.  Alph.  B.  Parker, 
D.  D.,  Principal  O'Hearn,  and  others.     The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

2nd  Session. 

.?/>.  m.  Discussion  on  Professor  Lanos  paper  continued — Principal 
Calkin,  Inspector  Morse,  Professor  McDonald,  Principal  Kennedy, 
and  others. 

The  following  resolution  relating  to  the  subject  was  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  educational  convention,  it 
would  seem  desirable  that  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  for  this 
Province  should  allow  such  chanije  to  be  effected  in  the  books  in  use 
in  schools  in  French  speaking  districts  as  would  give  to  pupils  in  said 
schools  text  books  in  their  own  language,  at  least  in  Reading  and 
Grammar,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  English. 

A  paper  by  Inspector  Roscoe  on  District  Institutes  was  read. 
Discussion  by  Inspectors  Morse  and  Craig,  Principals  Lay,  Kennedy 
and  McVicar,  and  others.     The  following  resolution  passed: 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  record  its  sympathy  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  Inspector  Roscoe's  paper,  and  that  we  com- 
mend the  matter  of  District  or  County  Institutes  to  the  earnest 
attention  of  any  inspectors  who  have  not  already  established  such. 

Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  read  a  paper  on  "  Con- 
centration."    Discussion  followed. 

By  permission  of  the  AvSsciciation,  Miss  M.  J.  Graham  read  a  paper 
advocating  "  a  closer  relation  between  the  home  and  the  school."  The 
following  was  then  moved,  discussed  by  Inspector  Craig,  Mr.  Andrews, 
Principal  McLeod  and  Principal  Kennedy,  and  lost :  23  for,  and  2S 
against. 

*'  Believing  that  a  closer  relationship  between  home  and  school  is 
desirable,  and  that  much  good  will  result  from  having  the  mothers  of 
our  public  school  children  take  a  more  active  interest  in  the  school, 
this  Association  endorses  every  effort  made  to  amend  Section  44  of  the 
Statutes  of  Public  Instruction,  by  adding  the  words  *  and  female.' " 

Mr.  N.  H.  Gardner,  of  the  Halifax  Manual  Training  School,  read 
a  paper  on  "  Manual  Training  in  the  Public  Schools."  An  interesting 
discussion  followed,  in  which  Professor  Russell  of  the  Normal  School, 
and  Commissioner  McKerron  of  Halifax,  took  the  lead. 
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3rd  Session. 

8  p,  m.  The  third  vsession  took  the  form  of  a  public  meeting  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  President 'Forrrfst 
of  Dalhousie  (^Jollejje,  Rev.  Dr.  Parker  of  St.  Ann's  College,  President 
Allison  of  Mt.  Allison  College,  Rev.  Dr.  Chisholm,  President  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier's  College,  Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding,  Provincial  Secretary, 
and  Hon.  Speaker  Lawrence,  M.  P.  P.  The  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, Dr.  MacKay,  presided  and  opened  the  session  with  general 
remarks,  outlining  the  philosophy  of  his  educational  policy. 

Thursday  17th — 4th  Session. 

9.30  a.  m.  The  President,  Dr.  MacKay,  read  a  lengthy  paper  '*  On 
the  correlation  of  the  studies  of  the  High  School  and  the  best  method 
of  testing  its  work."  He  was  followed  on  the  same  subject  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Chisholm  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  s  College,  and  IVincipal 
Calkin  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  who  read  carefully  prepared 
papers.  Some  discussion  followed,  in  which  Inspector  Maclellan  and 
the  President  took  part. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  time,  a  paper  "  On  the  General  Character- 
istics of  a  good  school  text-book,"  by  F.  H.  Eaton,  A.  M.,of  Kentville, 
was  taken  as  read. 

5th   Session. 

£  p.  m.  During  this  scvssion  the  convention  was  divided  into  two 
sections. 

Common  School  Section,  Inspector   Morse  presiding! 

Miss  0.  A.  Smith  of  the  Normal  School,  read  a  paper  on  "  Drawing 
in  the  Public  Schools."  Discussed  by  Mr.  Andrews,  Miss  Graham, 
and   Mr.  McArthur. 

Miss  Mary  B.  King  of  the  Normal  School,  read  a  paper  on  *'  Music 
in  the  Public  Schools."  Instead  of  discussion  there  followed  a  prac- 
tical lesson  on  Tonic  Sol-Fa,  given  to  a  class  composed  of  pupils  of 
the  Normal  School. 

Mrs.  Patterson,  of  the  Truro  Kindergarten,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Kindergarten — How  can  its  principles  be  made  to  vitalize  primary 
work  (a)  in  town  schools,  (b)  in  country  schools."  This  paper  was 
discussed  by  Miss  Hamilton,  Dr.  Hall,  Mrs.  Condon,  and  others. 

High  School  Section,  Principal  Calkin  presiding. 

Professor  Haley  of  Acadia  College,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  conditions 
under  which  the  study  of  Natural  Science  becomes  a  better  mental 
discipline  than  the  study  of  the  Ancient  Classics.'*  He  was  followed 
by  another  paper  on  "  Science  and  Classics  as  school  subjects,"  by 
Professor  Thompson,  of  St.  Francis  Xavier's  College. 

An  animated  discussion  arose  from  these  papers,  in  which  several 
took  part,  among  them  Dr.  Chisholm,  Principal  Kennedy,  Principal 
Soloan,  Professor  Eaton,  Principal  Campbell,  and  Professor  McDonald. 
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In  the  absence  of  Professor  Andrews,  of  Mt.  Allison  College,  his 
paper  on  this  subject  was  taken  as  read. 

Prof.  MacDonald,  of  the  Normal  School,  read  a  paper, "What 
qualitications  should  the  Head  Master  of  an  Academy  possess  ?"  He 
gave  a  consensus  of  the  opinions  of  45  prominent  educators  of  Nova 
Scotia  in  reply  to  a  circular  in  which  questions  were  asked  on  the 
various  phases  of  the  subject.  This  paper  was  also  followed  by  a 
lively  discussion. 

6th  Session. 

8  p,  m.  Principal  Campbell,  of  Truro  Academy,  read  a  paper 
entitled,  "Nature  studies  in  the  school;  the  best  preparation  for 
industrial  occupations."  This  was  discussed  by  Principal  McVicar, 
Principal  Smith,  Professors  Haley,  Eaton,  Smith,  Dr.  Hall,  President 
Forrest,  and  Principal  Kennedy. 

Commissioner  McKerron,  of  Halifax,  gave  an  address  on  the 
"  Ideal  Product  of  the  Common  School  Grades."  He  was  followed  by 
Principal  Lay  of  Amherst  Academy,  on  the  same  subject. 

Friday  18th — 7th  Session. 

9.30  a.  m.  Prof.  W.  C.  Murray,  of  Dalhousie  College,  read  a  paper 
on  **  The  relations  of  Teachers  to  Morals  and  Citizenship."  This  paper 
led  to  a  valuable  discussion  by  Prof.  McDonald,  Principal  Calkin, 
Inspector  Maclellan,  Principal  Kennedy,  Miss  Bnrgoyne,  Miss  Graham, 
and  many  others. 

Inspector  Craig  read  a  paper  "  On  the  Characteristics  of  the 
Periodical  best  calculated  to  aid  the  Teacher."  Discussed  by  Professor 
W.  C.  Murray,  Inspector  Roscoe,  Miss  Hamilton,  and  Principal 
Campbell. 

Aside  from  the  regular  work  of  the  Association,  Miss  Graham,  by 
permission,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Necessity  for  a  Teachers*  Union." 
She  was  followed  by  A.  McKay,  Mr.  Congdon,  and  Commissioner 
McKerron,  after  which  the  following  resolution  passed  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  principle  of  the  formation  of  a  Teachers' 
Union,  as  expressed  by  Miss  Graham  and  Supervisor  McKay,  be 
approved  by  this  Association. 

A  number  of  teachers  and  others  became  enrolled  as  members  of 
the  Teachers'  Union  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  Union  was  organized  with 
officers  as  follows : — 

President Inspector  Maclellan. 

Vice-President "  Craig. 

Secretary-Treasurer Principal  Kennedy. 

fPRlNCIPAL   O'HeARN, 

I         "  McKeen, 

Executive  Committee -{  Miss  Burgoyne, 

Principal  Lay, 


k 


Inspector  Morse. 
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8th  Session. 

'2  x>.  m.  Principal  0*Hearn,  of  Halifax,  read  a  .paper  on  "  Super- 
annuation of  Teachers."  Commissioner  McKerron  spoke  at  some 
length  on  the  same  subject.  In  the  discussion  that  followed.  Mr. 
Andrews,  Principal  McLeod,  Principal  Miller,  and  Principal  McVicar, 
took  part.  A  committee,  consisting  of  A.  McKay,  Principal  O'Hearn, 
Principal  Miller,  Principal  Lay,  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Moore  of  Pictou 
Academy,  was  appointed  to  formulate  a  scheme  of  superannuation. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  the  Educational  Association  of 
Prince  Edward  Island,  askinp;  for  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Maritime 
Educational  Associations.     The  following  motion  passed  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Management  be  empowered  to 
convene  the  Association  for  next  year  at  the  same  time,  ond  that 
if  the  Executiv^e  of  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Association  can  make 
it  convenient  to  meet  with  us,  we  will  be  glad  to  meet  them. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  McDonald  and  Principal  Kennedy,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed  in  reference  to  the  late  Inspector  Congdon  : — 

Resolvedy  That  this  Association  place  upon  its  minutes  an  expres- 
sion of  their  high  esteem  and  admiration  for  the  many  eminent 
virtues  of  the  late  Inspector  Congdon,  and  the  great  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  cause  of  education,  not  only  in  the  Inspectoral  District 
in  which  he  so  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Inspector  for  23  years, 
but  in  the  Province  at  large ; 

Resolved,  further,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  his 
bereaved  family. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  the  appointment  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Association.  It  resulted  in  the  election  of  Inspector 
Roscoe,  Principal  Kennedy,  Professor  McDonald,  Principal  Hebb, 
Principal  McVicar,  Inspector  Maclellan,  Inspector  Morse,  Principal 
McLeod,  and  Commissioner  McKerron. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  provincial  papers  for  their 
excellent  reports  of  proceedings,  and  to  the  railway  and  steamboats 
for  travelling  facilities.     The  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die, 

A.  McKAY,  Secretary, 
Halifax,  6th  Jan.,  1896. 
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RICDMOND   AND  CAPE   BRETON. 


DISTRICT  No.  7.— RICHMOND  AND  CAPE  BRETON. 
M.  J.  T.  Macnecl,  B.  a.,  Inspector. 
(Received  too  late  for  inaertion  in  regular  order). 
Sia: 

The  following  brief  report  on  the  general  condition  oE  the  schools, 
and  the  educational  work  done,  in  Di.ttrict  No.  7  during  the  scholastic 
year  ended  31st  July,  1895,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  number  of  school  sections  in  cperation  in  the  County  of  Cape 
Breton  was  107,  leaving  25  vacunt  the  whole  year,  being  two  more 
than  the  previous  year,  though  the  number  of  teachers  employed  was 
greater  by  one — 158  as  against  157-  This  is  accounted  for  by 
increaxes  in  the  staffs  of  two  of  the  graded  schools,  to  which  reference 
will  l>e  made  in  the  sequel. 

The  number  of  sections  having  hchool  in  Richmond  County  was 
69  as  against  60  the  previou.s  year,  but  in  this  case  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation  remained  the  same  by  the  employment  of  an 
extra  teacher  at  River  Bourgeois,  where  the  school  was  graded  into 
two  departments  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  number  of 
sections  remaining  vacant  was  11. 

The  teachers  employed  were  of  the  classes  and  sexes  shown  in  the 
following  table  in  coqiparison  with  the  previous  year: — 

Cape  Breton  County. 


Male.            I           Femalb. 

Total. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.  1 

I 

A.  .   l( 

G. 

D.  1 

M.  1  F. 

1 

Total. 

189+ 

18i)5 

3 

4 

21 

IS 

23 

13 

l« 

21 

0 

8 

42 
45 

43 

66  '  81 
61   1  B7 

157 

Richmond  County. 

A.     B.      C.      D.  '    A. 


Total. 

M, 

F. 

T»t>L 

s 

27 
30 

70 
70 

The  return.s  for  both  counties  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
number  of  pupils  enrolled,  as  well  as  in  the  iittendance,  as  indicated 
in  the  following  table, the  proportion  of  population  at  school, during 
the  year  having  been  one  in  4.6  in  Cape  Breton  County,  and  one  in 
4.4  in  Richmond,  as  against  one  in  4.9  in  both  counlies  last  year, 
althuugh,  as  already  stated,  the  number  of  sections  in  operation 
was  less. 
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1 

Cape  Breton   County. 

• 
• 

i 

ei 
S 

ITS 

O 

»0 

Over  15. 

Total  annnal 
enrollment 

Total  days'  at- 
tendance  for 
year. 

Daily  present 
on    an   aver- 
age. 

1894 

87 

6386 

414 

476 

6887 
7391 

687,701 
768,901 

3438.1 

1895 

117 

6798 

3766.1 

Increase ., 

30 

412 

62 

504 

81,200 

328.0 

Richmond  County. 

1894 

73 
61 

2683 
2776 

172 
197 

2928 
3034 

282.592 
309,208 

1368 

1895 

1732.8 

f 

Increase  

93 

25 

106 

26,616 

364.8 

Decrease 

12 

The  number  of  High  School  pupils  in  Cape  Breton  County  was  as 
follows :  ' 

1895.  1894. 

Taking  full  course   284  235 

"         partial  course 35  90 

Total 319  325 

And  in  Richmond  County  : 

Taking  full  course   44  27 

"         partial  course 7  22 

Total 51  49 

The  average  of  salaries  paid  to  teachers  of  the  different  grades  in 
both  counties,  indicates  a  slight  advance  over  that  of  last  3^ear,  as  the 
annexed  table  shows,  with  one  or  two  trifling  exceptions.  I  wisli  I 
could  believe  that  this  advance,  small  as  it  is,  was  due  to  some  tixcd 
principle  of  annual  increase,  or  to  a  recognition  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  salaries  generally  paid,  especially  in  rural  sections.  We  could 
then  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  corapara-^ 
tively  easy  to  keep  all  the  schools  in  operation.  My  correspondence 
proves  to  me  that  it  is  not  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers  that  36 
sections  in  this  inspectorate  remained  vacant  last  year,  but  that  the 
people  needing  their  services  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay 
the  figures  demanded  by  teachers  recommended  to  them.  When  the 
local  supply  of  teachers  cannot  be  induced  to  remain,  it  is  nf)t  to  be 
expected  that  people  can  be  attracted  from  abroad,  except  by  mord 
liberal  wages. 
10 
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Cape  Breton  County. 


Femalb. 


C. 


D. 


1894 $866. t]Gi$377.50  $212.81  $lo4.46  $823..55  $242.16:$! 48.64 

1895 850.00i  394.821  235.84    161.58     327.64    250.63;  153.51 


Richmond  County, 


,  1  i  I 

1894 :$231.88,$307.99,$220.44  $161.63 

1895 1 1  328.62!  230.97    163.13 


,  I 


!$168.10  $142.08 

I  167.23    152.28 


The  above  table  does  not  take  the  salaries  of  County  Academy 
principals  into  account  The  ordinary  Government  grant  to  teachers, 
however,  is  included. 

The  amount  of  local  expenditure  for  school  purposes  for  the  two 
years,  compares  as  follows  : 

Cape  Breton  County. 


1894 
1895 


Increase 
Decrease 


Total  amount  voted  1 1>    *:  ^       4.^j   e    iTotal    amount    of 

at    last    annuali*^^.'^^??.  '^^^f,^^'"!     salaries  paid  dor- 

meeting  for    all      '^"!**^'"«  ^"^  ''*'■ 
-®  pairs. 


School  purposes. 

$25,095.00 
25,545.00 

$450.00 


$2228.00 
3341.00 

$1113.00 


Ing  year  by  sec- 
tion. 


$24,124.00 
22.248.00 


$1,876.00 


1894 
1895 


Increase 
I.)ecrease 


Richmond  County. 


$6,507.00 
7,530.00 

$1,023.00 


$  990.00 
1975.00 

$985.00 


$7000.50 
6743.65 


$256.85 


HavincT  received  many  enquiries  as  to  the  cause  of  the  reduced 
amount  of  the  County  Fund  apportionment  to  the  different  sections 
of  the  County  of  Richmond,  as  compared  with  former  years,  it  may  be 
as  well  to  give  the  explanation  here.  In  the  first  place,  for  reasons 
unknown  to  me,  it  was  the  first  year  that  the  amount  of  the  fund  was 
fixed  upon  the  basis  of  the  reduced  census  of  1891,  which  diminished 
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the  total  by  $216.00.  (2.)  There  was  a  first  charge  aofainst  the  fund 
of  (a)  Si 80.00  for  the  Halifax  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  as 
against  $60.00  the  previous  year,  and  (6)  a  new  first  charge  of  $75.00 
for  the  "  School  for  the  Blind,"  and  (3)  there  were  other  first  charges 
amounting  to  $97.74  as  "  refunds  "  under  section  89  of  the  School  Act ; 
all  of  which  contributed  to  reduce  the  scale  of  distribution  from  $9.62 
per  1000  days  in  1894,  to  $7.06  per  1000  days  in  1895. 

The  school  house  at  Benacadie  section,  No.  104,  Cape  Breton  Co.^ 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  evening  of  November  15th.  The  school 
was  continued  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances  in  a  small  and 
very  ill-adapted  bujlding  the  remainder  of  the  term,  but  it  is  feared 
that  a  greater  portion  of  the -current  term  will  have  elapsed  before 
school  can  be  resumed.  The  section  is  a  large  one,  and  the  difficulty 
of  locating  the  new  school  house  in  a  convenient  and  central  place 
has  given  rise  to  an  agitation  for  dividing  the  section,  which  is  likely 
to  retard  building  operations.  However,  I  am  in  hopes  that  better 
counsels  may  yet  prevail,  and  that  the  "  unity  "  of  the  section  may  be 
preserved,  in  which  case  I  should  expect  to  see  a  graded  school  of  two 
departments  established  there  ere  long.  It  is  difficult  to  persuade  the 
average  ratepayer,  especially  if  he  be  at  what  he  considers  an  incon- 
venient distance  from  the  school  house  (and  that,  now-a-days,  is  not 
very  long)  or  from  the  proposed  site  of  one,  of  the  unwisdom  of  sub- 
dividing large  sections  into  small  and  consequently  weak  ones.  The 
advantages  of  the  division  of  labor  secured  by  the  graded  system  do 
not  enter  into  his  calculations,  but  the  baneful  results  of  the  policy  of 
division  are  ever  painfully  present  to  the  "  mind's  eye"  if  not  to  the 
physical  optic  of  the  inspector,  who  encounters  in  this  tendency  to 
disruption,  an  element  which  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  a  great  deal  ' 
of  time,  and  the  exercise  of  as  much  patience,  tact,  and  diplomacy  as 
he  may  be  possessed  of  to  combat  it. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  school  houses  were  occupied  about  the 
beginning  or  during  the  course  of  the  term.  In  Cape  Breton  County, 
—No.  76.  Gabarus  ;  No.  76i.  Gabarus  Bay  ;  No.  77,  Gull  Cove  ;  No.  97, 
McAdam  s  Lake  ;  No.  129  Brickyard  ;  and  No.  122,  Little  Pond,  were 
all  found  rejoicing  in  the  possession  of  new  school  buildings,  the  last 
two  named  havinglost  their  old  ones  by  fire  as  mentioned  in  previous 
reports.  These  are  all  unfinished  interiorly  but  are  sufficiently 
comfortable  to  meet  present  exigencies.  The  one  at  Gabarus  is 
supplied  with  good  patent  desks.  It  is  situated  on  a  good  site, 
commanding  a  fine  view,  and  when  finished  and  properly  equipped, 
with  the  grounds  tastefully  improved,  will  be  a  source  of  honest  pride 
to  a  thriving  village.  The  people  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  final 
outcome  of  a  long-standing  difficulty.  The  building  at  Gabarus  Bay 
is  not  as  conveniently  planned,  nor  so  pleasantly  situated,  but  the  one 
at  Gull  Cove  has  been  placed  upon  a  site  not  officially  approved — 
perched  among  rock  on  the  very  edge  of  the  highway.  The  trustees 
have  been  notified  of  the  illegality  of  their  action,  and  requested  to 
remedy  the  mistake  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  school  is  recog- 
nized conditionally  in  the  meantime.  Here  also  is  another  instance  of 
a  fairly  good  building  which  might  have  been  made  more  convenient 
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and  of  more  modern  design  without  much,  if  any,  additional  expense. 
The  necessity  for  having  officially  prescribed  plans  is  made  apparent 
from  time  to  time  by  cases  of  this  kind. 

At  Glace  Bay,  No.  11,  three  departments  were  opened  under  the 
direction  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  in  a  new  building,  comprising  six 
elegant  rooms  which  throw  the  other  class  rooms  of  this  large  and 
growing  town  completely  into  the  shade.  But,  I  thinic  that  at  last 
both  trustees  and  ratepayers  generally  have  aw'akened  to  the  necessity 
of  providing  such  accommodation  for  the  remaining  departments, 
including  the  high  school,  as  the  growing  importance  of  the  section 
demands,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  at  the  next  opportunit}'^  to 
report  accordingly. 

In  the  Count}'  of  Richmond,  two  good  buildings  have  been  added 
to  the  growing  list  of  new  school  houses.  Port  Richmond,  as  fore- 
shadowed in  last  year's  report,  opened  school  this  term  in  a  new  house 
of  respectable  and  convenient  dimensions,  and  of  modern  design.  This 
fills  a  want  long  felt,  as  the  last  school  house  owned  by  the  section 
was  destroyed  by  fire  as  long  as  six  years  ago.  Poiriervillc,  No.  66, 
was  found  to  be  also  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a  fine  new  school 
house  in  place  of  the  antiquated  little  cabin,  which  was  loo  long 
permitted  to  bring  discredit  upon  so  thrift}'  a  community,  where  the 
tidy  dwellings  of  the  people  indicate  the  possession  of  so  much  taste 
and  the  enjoyment  of  so  much  comfort. 

The  foregoing  references  only  indicate  a  small  portion  of  the  building 
operations  found  to  be  going  on  throughout  the  district,  but  as  many 
of  the  new  school  houses  were  either  only  under  construction,  or  not 
as  yet  occupied  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit,  a  more  particular  reference 
to,  or  description  of  them  will  more  properly  belong  to  the  report  for 
the  current  year,  as  doubtless  they  will  all  be  found  occupied  by  the 
time  of  my  next  visit. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Sydney  Academy,  still  under  the 
efficient  management  of  Principal  MacKeen,  ably  assisted  by  Vice- 
Principal  Stewart,  and  supported  by  an  energetic  and  public  spirited 
school  board,  has  passed  through  what  was  probably,  in  many  respects, 
the  most  successful  year  in  its  history.  The  total  annual  enrollment 
was  63,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  45.3.  This 
does  not  include  14  high  school  pupils  registered  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  public  schools,  under  the  direction  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Congregation  of  Notre  Dame,  and  under  the  able  tuition  of  Rev.  Sister 
St.  Leonard.  In  the  results  of  provincial  high  school  examinations, 
Sydney  high  schools  compare  favorably,  I  think,  with  those  of  other 
counties,  having  turned  out  3  B's,  0  C's,  and  4  D's.  A  red-letter  day 
for  the  Academy  and  its  pupils,  was  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  His 
Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  June  last,  who  was  accorded  an 
enthusiastic  reception.  A  new  and  interesting  feature  in  the  work  of 
the  year  was  the  systematic  instruction  in  music  of  all  the  classes 
excepting  those  under   the  direction  of  the  sisters,   by   Miss   B.    M. 
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Ormond,  one  of  the  regular  auxiliary  staff,  the  great  success  of  which 
aroused  the  interest  of  all  classes  of  the  community.  An  exhibition 
of  the  results  achieved  was  given  at  a  concert  in  Temperance  Hall, 
where  some  two  or  three  hundred  juvenile  voices,  executing  music, 
harmonized  in  two,  three,  and  four  parts,  entertained,  during  a  whole 
evening,  a  packed  audience  containing  many  connoisseurs  whose 
delighted  surprise  and  warmly  expressed  enconiums  were  sufficient 
guarantees  of  the  character  of  the  work.  And  this  was  the  result  of 
only  a  few  months*  work,  all  done  after  the  regular  school  hours.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  school  board  will  pee  their  way  clear  at  an 
early  day  to  engage  Miss  Ormond's  services  exclusively  in  a  line  of 
instruction  for  which  she  displays  such  marvellous  tact  and  talent,  and 
of  which  the  citizens  of  Sydney  generally  have  shown  such  keen 
appreciation. 

An  addition  was  made  to  the  auxiliary  staff  in  the  person  of  Miss 
A.  L.  Beaton,  Grade  B,  a  native  of  the  town  and  ere  while  a  pupil  of 
the  Academy.  The  full  staff  now  numbers  eleven  teachers.  The 
buildings  have  been  put  in  thoroughly  good  repair,  freshened  and 
embellished  with  paint  inside  and  out,  and  equipped  with  a  complete 
system  of  sewerage  and  steam  heating  apparatus.  All  interested  look 
forward  to  the  continued  and  increasing  success  of  an  institution 
which  has  already  accomplished  incalculable  good. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  prospects  of  resuscitating  the  Richmond 
Count}'  Academy  at  Arichat  are  not  very  promising.  A  movement 
was  set  on  foot  at  St.  Peter  s,  at  the  last  annual  school  meeting,  looking 
to  the  possibility  of  securing  the  grant  for  the  county  academy  for 
that  village.  The  people  are  prepared  to  make  reasonable  sacrifices 
for  the  attainment  of  that  desirable  end,  but  it  will  take  some  time 
before  they  can  put  themselves  in  a  position  to  claim  the  grant.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  a  pity  that  said  grant  could  not  be  made  available 
for  the  encouragement  and  assistance  of  some  of  the  leading  schools 
of  the  County.  Or  better  still  would  it  be,  perhaps,  could  the  necessary 
legislation  be  secured  to  apply  the  grant  towards  strengthening  the 
staff  and  improving  the  appliances  of  the  one  institution  in  Cape  Breton 
whose  field  of  usefulness  is  not  restricted  by  county  limits — Sydney 
Academy. 

Excellent  work  in  the  high  school  curriculum  is  being  done  in 
several  high  schools  throughout  the  inspectorate.  Without  going  into 
details,!  may  particularize  those  of  North  Sydney, Sydney  Mines,  Glace 
Bay,  Gowrie  (Port  Morien)  and  Bridgeport — schools  comprising  from 
eleven  to  four  departments  ;  and  very  many  of  the  less  pretentious 
schools,  even  of  the  miscellaneous  class,  have  contributed  to  raise  the 
number  of  high  school  pupils  to  the  figures  given  in  a  preceding 
paragraph  of  this  paper. 

The  progress  being  made  in  the  schools  from  year  to  year  may  not, 
to  a  casual  visitor,  appear  very  marked,  but  to  one  acquainted  with 
their  general  status  in  the  years  before  we  had  a  course  of  study,  the 
development  cannot  but  be  very  apparent.      The   introduction   and 
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extension  of  oral  instruction  in  place  of  the  olii-tiine  recital  from  the 
text-book,  and  the  levelling  up  of  subjects  in  the  various  grades,  have 
brought  about  changes  which  can  only  be  appreciated  by  comparison 
with  what  may  be  called  the  ancient  state  of  things.  If,  therefore,  it 
is  true  that  "  The  teacher  makes  the  school,"  the  truism  is  more 
applicable  to  the  modern  than  to  the  ancient  school  and  it  should  be 
the  aim  of  every  intelligent  and  wide-awake  board  of  trustees  to  secure 
the  very  best  teaching  talent  available.  It  should  also  be  their.aimto 
place  within  the  reach  of  the  teacher  as  many  aids  as  possible,  not  only 
the  apparatus  prescribed  by  law  as  of  obligation,  such  as  maps 
dictionaries,  gazetteers,  &c.,  but  other  good  books  and  periodicals. 
The  generality  of  our  teacheis  are  not,  unfortunately,  overburdened 
with  this  world's  goods,  and  the  acquisition  of  needed  literature  is,  to 
them,  not  always  easy.  History  is  making  every  day,  and  in  order  to 
keep  himself  au  coiirant  des  chosen,  so  as  to  be  in  a  position  to  let  his 
pupils  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  the  industrious  and  earnest 
teacher  must  read  cut  rent  literature.  And  yet,  how  many  teachers  do 
we  not  find  who  do  not  receive  even  a  local  newspaper  !  Now,  if  the 
suggestion  thrown  out  in  my  last  report  were  only  acted  upon  and 
the  Educational  Review  subscribed  for  by  every  board  of  trustees, 
that  excellent  periodical  would  receive  such  a  start,  and  be  placed  on 
such  a  footing  as  would  enable  it,  I  feel  confident,  to  be  transformed 
into  a  weekly  instead  of  a  monthly  magazine,  containing,  in  addition 
to  its  usual  wholesome  and  instructive  bill  of  educational  fare,  such 
notes  on  current  events  as  would  make  it  fill  the  place,  to  the  general 
run  of  teachers,  of  a  first  class  newspaper.  Its  usefulness  would  be 
immeasurably  extended, — it  would  become  a  convenient  medium  of 
inter-communication  and  correspondence  on  subjects  germane  to  the 
profession,  and  we  would  have  an  organ  whose  influence  could  be 
made  a  power  in  the  land.     4^^  '^^^^o  would  feel  the  expense  ? 

The  publication  of  the  new  school  manual,  with  the  "  Comments 
and  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  "  revised  and 
re-arranged  under  convenient  and  indexed  headings,  fills  a  long  felt 
desideratum.  With  a  copy  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  board  of  trus- 
tees, the  necessity  for  a  large  anjount  of  the  correspondence  heretofore 
addressed  to  inspectors  in  the  way  of  questions  on  the  school  law,  ought 
now  to  be  obviated.  Still,  it  is  surprising  to  find  how  slow  people 
generally  are  to  notice  changes  in  the  law  and  to  act  accordingl}'.  While 
the  manual  was  in  the  hands  of  trustees  early  in  May,  and  the  annual 
school  meetings  were  only  held  on  the  24th  June,  so  few  sections  com- 
plied with  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  "  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance" clauses,  that  it  was  found  necessary,  accordins:  to  your  directions, 
to  suspend  or  withhold  payment  of  the  County  Fund  to  the  great 
majority  of  sections  in  both  counties  until  measures  were  taken  to 
comply  with  the  law  by  holding  special  meetings.  Another  instance 
is  the  fact  that  at  present  writing  only  seven  school  secretaries'  bonds 
have  been  received  from  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  and  nineteen 
from  the  County  of  Richmond,  to  be  filed  in  this  oflSce  in  compliance 
with  section  33  of  the  School  Act,  and  of  the  latter  number  fifteen 
were  received  through  the  clerk  of  the  municipal  council. 
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The  number  of  candidates  presenting  themselves  at  the  Provincial 
Hifirh  School  Examination  at  the  different  stations  was :  at  Sydney, 
128,  and  at  Arichat,  33 ;  but  as  the  different  grades  of  applicants  with 
the  general  results  will  doubtless  be  tabulated  in  the  usual  place  in 
the  second  part  of  your  general  report,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
insert  them  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education. 


i 


■J 


I 


Stanford  UntvarKty  LibrtriM 


3  blDS  DOS  D31  031 


37 


fias6 


> 


Stanford  Univ«r«lty  UbrartM 


3  tlDS  DOS  D31   US'] 


379.  V 
A/93S 

/ 1  f^  -' 


^^^v-  I.,  .,, 


